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The Electoral Vote. 


SPEECH OF HON. J. W. STEVENSON, | 


OF KENTUCKY, 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
December 6, 1276. 


S te having under consideration the motion to print the 
itting a letter accompanied by testimony 


MAN and others, in relation to the canvass of 


e 42 
messare of the 


addressed to ] by 


SIE 
State of I 
Mr. STEVENSON said: 
Mr. PresipeNT: I feel constrained to vote against the pending 
to print the report and accompanying documents just commu 
hy the President to the Senate. In doing so I mean no per- 
srespect to the Executive, and still less to the distinguished 
n who have signed that report. 
papers have not been read. Ido not know what they con- 
They are clearly not official state papers, and emanate from no 
ent of the Government. LT insist that they should go to the 
( mittee on Printing, and I shall presently move that reference, 
fhe Senator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN, ] informs us, that the paper 
ited by the President, isa report from himself and certain 
r distinguished republicans, detailing the proceedings of the re- 
¢ board of Louisiana in their recent canvass of the vote for the 


AUislaba— 


1 Llese 


‘ tment of electors for President and Vice-President in that 
state. These gentlemen, we learn, were invited by the President of 
United States to proceed to New Orleans, and witness that count. 
know, from what has just fallen from the Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. 

S IAN,] that this paper is ex parte. Besides, it is partial. It con 
sonly that portion of the testimony offered by the republicans, 
tains no proof offered by the democrats, and read before this 
returning board. Certain prominent democrats, at the request of the 
in of the national democratic committee, went likewise to 

New Orleans, some of whom witnessed the proceedings of the return 


ng board. 
We shall probably receive, in a day or two at furthest, from these 
; een their version of the official proceedings before that board, 
upanied by the entire testimony upon which its conclusions 
rest. I should prefer, therefore, that both reports, with the accompa- 
living documents, and all the testimony taken before the returning 
, should go to the Committee on Printing and be printed to- 


“ether, Such a course seems to me to be one eminently in the inter 
est of truth, justice, and fair dealing. The printing of both reports 


tL onl 


uly lead to a delay of afew days, and I am satistied that such 
vould be much more satisfactory to the country at large than 
nting of an ex parte one now. 
lhe present hour, Mr. President, is too full of real peril to the en- 
tre country for leaders, on either side, to attempt to seek any party 
itage by inflammatory appeals in advance to the partisan pas- 
sand prejudices of the people. 
I , Sir, as you know, a life-long democrat of the straitest sect. 
lacknowledge a ready allegiance to the just behests of legitimate 
y discipline; but I solemnly declare, that, if I know myself, I will 


KO as lar in the support of all lawfal and constitutional measures for 
prompt inauguration of that man as President of the United 

Stites, who has legally received in the late election a majority of the 

; by all the elec toral colle ves in the several states, whether 

that man be Rutherford B. Hayes, or Samuel J. Tilden 

' Che elevation of either of these eminent citizens te the exalted and 


pousible position of Chief Magistrate of the United States, deserv- 
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the vote for clectors | 


edly great as I concede such an honor to be, sinks into paltry insig 
| nificance compared with the igher duty ot preserving, ntact, the free 
| sutirage of the American people; of seeing to it that when the peo 
ple of all the States entitled to vote for the appointment of electors 
for President and Vice-President have exercised that right under the 
form and sanctions of law, the voice of the majority » thus « 
pressed and clearly ascertains hall become etlective and potential 
against fraud or usurpa hether Federal or State 

Our fathers one hundred saugo sought the preservation of thei 
liberties under a new and novel form of government which tound its 
support upon the consent of the governed. It sprang from the peopl 
as the acknowledged source of all political power 

To thisextent,it differed from the older representation of the British 
House of Commons. The latter found its origin not so much tl 
popular supremacy of the people, as in the stern requirements of f 
Crown. 

Knights and burgesses were at first summoned, of thats 
will, toa parliament called wk ind frequen void mur 
murs of popular discont ind popular rem ines Linst the 
increased expenditure VI } el rey) it rent led 

But the king soneht their aid and advice, in his « st the 
power ol the feudal bar perand here I h of the 
English Parliament. 

lime wave a more pop 1 press to this system of representat 1 
in England, until the knig 1 burg Ss wer ed to t 
guardians of popular 1 ts, and i i he bulw f 
satety against the usurpa dLencroachi ) i the Cre 
and the lords. 

But our American representation w ! 1 randem 
directly from the peop bee nt 1 re i raves trae 
is the delegation of power from a free to | selected nt Phis 
right to choose represent t! 1) on of po il p er b 
longing to every a ( 1 thro this unt I ‘ 
sentatives become inves | ey ‘ ‘ ti litive 
judicial, and delegated | 

Free sutirage, is, theref thie rreath of Amer repre 
ative government. Its exercise to be eftect must be y ‘led, pro 
tected, and secured aga st viol e, lores neck Treats Phe mia el 
time, and place of its exercise are rdained, and preset dl by pre 
vious law. The right of every qualitied el r to vote i es tl 
correlative right to ha that vote counted The t tof all 
the votes cast must be certified in certain : le ef ere 
by law, to the public officer « reed oflicially 1 the | i trust of 
proclaiming the true re tof the tot here 
fore that any interferene ith t 1 tof ane ed tot 
right of iilrage to vote I returns of 
the vote as cast or any false a fraudulent cer i of tlre el 
of the result of the entire ballot nutterand ab row of 
i the fundamental principle on which our system of America elf-go 
ernment rests. For nearly a century, the lot the Ame n people 
as ascertained and expressed, in the mode d manner preseribed b 

| law, has been always juice din, and the ral ch by amaj 
ity of the qualified electors, have been pr ubly installed. It has 
been the distinguishing characteristic, and chief excellence of Ame 
can constitutional government the past, that the people irrespect 

of party, have lent a ready obedience to the self-imposed limitations 
upon their own powet electors placed in the Constitution as a bar 
rier against the sudde my rf fre or pa It 

SCTVAaTLIVEeE principle «list i i 
American pop 1 t I 

for liberty in the Old W er creat a 
erushed by arms to-mor Kor the ‘ f 
are threatened th a popular uggle astothe t point 
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‘ } t the es 
t _ ( States, 
dl tia { ‘ 11 e by 
! ou iti i ot returu o 
© re of tha rte 
it this ent, whet he popular sus- 
‘ | 3 hay 1 en presented 
’ i if I { I have Wwe 
emove I ’ ( nittes 
ce ( ol ble la hel South 
‘ est ile f oul l 4 cu 
‘ tt | yy Tuite ole rectors 1 tin ~ 
ite Lypope fed by the Senate will probably 
ttee no doubt, institute a full and 
ol ‘ livers and soldiers stationed in the sey 
ral { election, and will ascertain and 
ertainty what was the true and exact vote and 
mid ou eXisted or no Within afew weeks 
e testimeo will be laid before Congress and 
i! ’ | ere alike demand that Con 
dete re the result may ultimately 
{ iT . lt is his aspect that the 
Irom ¢ Mi SLERMAN | Ca ed me so much 
’ I N | il ‘ silico ait to see LiPres 
1 ‘ t | rcoear ¢ hee, ft i he has 
li The clectot ’ ted ‘ everal States 
\ t { t! ‘ ilted 
est t ‘ ( ol j ISpicloh Upon 
»{ Mr. & MAN] has been pleased to tell us 
itions of © Ve y board. He las dwelt in 
‘ i ’ ol sy facts oi Viole ice 
1 tie s marked the action of the 
lee on l 1 ina, and hh justil 
1 Hoare dn se hy aside the « re vote at 
v1 hes of Lo ina, thereby disfranchis 
Lite Ll color Cltizer alike » that dow 
{ Lol ft pproval ut the 
’ Loft Lou Lourt Lae nies cloquent 
‘ dation o h the high personal and 
‘ lividua yconstitute that tribunal I 
1 The culogiu prone ced by the Senator 
New Orle for a weel pon aw ms 
ried the Se itor trom Outo to that ¢ 
{ ‘ “y ul sojour ry at the same he 
] was not befe the return 
one of its proceedings and heard none of the 
1k day atter it commenced 35es 
} t ot the co re mal 
ition of eirreports before Lsaid one word 
eu per Cl pats med sy hoof the 
t ‘ ntr thout taking issue with him 
ra 1 west and STToOr dissent to the 
! in t! i ? The tm t of clecto s n 
i il 1 yer l ed by hve cit 
) Vote I terly ce that the returnn 
\ i | I 1 
ilu sof the Senator Ohio [Mr. 
t elec on eau be ined ands ppor ed 
proof. Dian n ojourn in New Orlea | 
e with influential meu of Louisiana of all pat 
ol I sought through every channel proof 
y the true character of that clection I saw 
rs fi various portic of the State, many of 
ucted the elect nal Anis thers vho were 
‘ \ nd legis ive ofiices during that can 
ns as well as to democrats. The conclu- 
1 I saw or li d was that the « tion in 
S wnd y ( dl that 5 yen 
| Hlenadrick \ 
l ene rt | st Ila 
y ‘ Wwe ii en clectorover the 
i ( hion W ohestiyv I eda Is 
t the presen woul ad | lld testilmeny 
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as oO all 
ibsolute for the past te ears and eall State and I 
ve and power have becn enjoyed and exercised exclu ‘ 
cans. Inaddition, at and long prior tothe election, Fed 
cr stationed in the shes throu | itt { st 





} 
»>toO mie that any 








aa nee could have be 
by the whites over the colored voters without the knowl 
ind soldiers, and thout i tant exposure a ul suppre 
could violence and intimidation exist without detection? \ 
pron pt applicat o have been made by the republic eal ! 
election to the military for the protection of the colored 
ie parishe s Where such lawlessness existed? No officer o1 
been introduced to prove that he was called upon, eithe 
during the clection to suppress ¥ lence or intinidat 
tary precinct in Louisiana or to prove that any such 
timnidation existed or occurred On the contrary, Major | 
otticer of high character in the Army of the United States 


wlities and an avowed supporter of 


been stationed for many months before the election i 
ocratic parishes rejected by the returning board Lwl 
it the time of the ¢ lection in this excluded parish—We 
I believe stated publicly to the democrat LT dyn ‘ 
republican committee, that he witnessed no i I ithe 


the election, overar ve lector, but that: 








tion was never held in any St: held tha 
ol f called upon would, | lly s 
mander in all his statements touchi the peacet 
clection there. Phe very failure of t republicans to 
returning board, by Federal otlicers and soldiers st 
excluded parishes of Louisiana, the existence of a so 

lence or iitimidation is strong and persuasive testimony t 
Violence or intimidation existed. 

Mr. President, [ put it to the candor of republican S 
plain this remarkable omission Federal soldiers, at th 
of Governor Kellog y were stationed before and « ring 
in Louisiana iv almost every parish in that State to prot 
electors from force, violence, and intimidation. I cl 
tor from Ohio to tind an oflicer or soldier stationed in « 


West Feliciana, in Morehouse, in Ouachita, or in Monroe | 
will support lim in his fierce denunciations of the ou 
Does that hoi 


to pers ade the country that intimidation could have be 


colored electors in those parishes. ora s 
1 the excluded parishes without the knowledge or cog 


ITsubmit te 


officers and soldiers stationed there ? 








tor that the testimony of officers and soldiers of the | 
Army would receive higher credibility by the entire coum 





existence of violence and intimidation than the varyit 
statements of that poor old woman Pinkston, 0 
mony the Senator dwells with so much pathos and feel 
I was re the returning board and I have not rr 
mony. LDLhave been informed that she was contradicted 
that the 


two credible 

baud and child grew out of, or was in any way 
Allow further to sav that the testimony of Ma 
is to the character of the election in Feliciana Pari 
roborated by the Episcopal bishop in Louisiana, know: 
throughout the length and breadth of our Jand as an e1 
and learned prelate, conservative and just in bis fee 


hevro 


‘ 


Hot bel 


Witnesses in her statement 


connect 


LIcs, 


Lie 











connected with polities, a messenger of peace, truth, al 
pable of intentional injustice to any sect or party. This 
stated to me that he was making his epi 
State of Louisiana during the late election ar 
more of the parishes excluded by the returni 
and West Feliciana. Ie told methat he not only did not se 
est intimidation, force, or violence by the white over th 
but that he was well satistied from what 

knew in these parishes that none existed. He said that a lat 
of colored voters in West Feliciana informed him that the) 





copal Visitation ( 
db was pres 


gy board, yx 


he saw 





of republican rule and rejoiced in the privilege atforded t 

presence of the soldicrs of voting the democratic ticket. 
Similar statements were made to me by gentlemen of 

credit and character, among whom I will name Governor » 


\tiormey-Gener: 1 Ogden, These gentlemen canvassed 





through every portion of Louisiana during the late « 
issured ine that there was no svstem of violence and 
but that the election throug! ‘State was inthe n 
peaceab They both knew ane in their canvass 
of colored voters in many parishes of Louisiana who stat 


that, though 


ticket, that 





for years the re 


formerly republicans 
in consequence of the 


voting 
competency ol the do 
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their children the: 


yailore 








| sana antages of educat 
enanty earnings of their hard labor had been so severely 
consequence of the cerruption at ineflicieney of ( 

ite government in Louisiana, they d red hange a 

ote the d ratiec ticket. bhis i va sf 

| a large number of colored electors who « {1 
e demoern comimittee-room, both trom rural parishes 
he eity of New Orleans, stating that they themselve | ] 
intarily voted the democratic ticket at the last election 

ey knew of many others who had done the same thing. 


cite, too, the written and I believe sworn statement of a col- 
rin one of the excluded parishes, Morehouse y* rhaps, set- 
that he was the president of a democratic clubin his precinet, 
lot forty-five colored members, all of whom voted the demo- 


t 
\ 


eket, and that he knew personally of changes enough of col 

rs from the republican to the Gemocratic party in that 

y to account for the reduced re publiean majority at the 
on ascompared with the vote cast there two years ago, 

ige of the colored vote from republican to demo 


, the char 
it 


enevel the republi 


occurs in Louisiana, is seized upen by | 


tv as the strongest evidence of intimidation. 
believe, from all I saw and heard while in New Orleans, 
such wholesale system of violence-and intimidation as that 
d by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN ] prevailed at the 
min Louisiana. 
ever such violence is made apparent by reliable and impartial 
.T shall be ready to go as far for the protection of free suf 
respective of color, as any Senator upon this floor. 
have been crimes and wrongs committed in Louisiana 
ockour humanity [do not doubt. I deplore their occurrence 
sthe honorable Senator from Olito possibly can. 
Louisiana. They exist every where. 
re frequently in the Southern than in Nort 
Phey probably clo, 


But crimes 
They may 
hern and West 
And the reason for this is to be trace 

Iden and fundamental change in the social and politica 


of the people of the South, growing out of the late war. 


ed to 


it, however, believe that these outrages in the main have any 

lo with polities ; still less, that there is any organized system 
lation practiced by theavhites over the colored voters in the 
Phe quiet condition of Georgia, Alabama, and Texas abund- 
ests the utter gr 


oundlessness of such a charge. Like causes 


ectiects. If the white electors sought by asystem of vi 
»control the suffrage of colored electors, some evidence of 
doubtedly appear in these last-named States. 

we know that a few years ago this same stale, threadbare 


L oppression was urged by the republicans i 


if 
It 


idation and 
ind Georgia for setting aside the elections there. 


est and deliberate conviction is—and I think the faci will 
strated, if the true conditionof Louisiana affairs could become 
hat whenever political intimidation and foree have occurred 


State 


ed 


} ' 
wane 


it will be found that such outrages have been practi 
drepublicans over menof their own raee, whosoughta 
tical relations, rather than by white over colored ¢ 


‘ 
| 
‘lector 


President, will the honorable Senator from Ohio[ Mr. SiteERMAN | 


mutry why the republican party in Louisiana have not 
the system of violence and internal disorder so gl 
by him as existing in that State? They have 
re controlof that State for ten years past. 


sup 
oomilly 
had absol 
Every oflice, fro 
to the lowest—executive, legislative, and 
ed exe lusively by republicans of the most extre: 


de 


jucicial—has 


ie party views 

y has not the republican party in Louisiana suppressed disorders, 
and intimidation by a 1igid enforcement of the law?) In addi- 
he absolute supremacy of republican rule in the State govern- 

« know that Governor Kellogg has received the constant sup 
{the Federal Government. United States troops have for six 


+ past been sent, without stint, to that unfortunate State. 


ne hundred and third article of the constitution of Loui 


vilege of free suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating eleet 


ler adequate penalties all undue influence thereon from power, | 
other ilmiproper practices, 





has not Governor Kellogg, backed by a republican Legish 


£ i wisiature, 

ced this constitutional provision, and restored peace and good 

ent, by a prompt and rigid enforcement of the statutes against 
nd violey , 
i Vlolence { 


ieydoneso? What saysmy honorable friend from Ohio? 


Why, 


esident, Lappeal to republican testimony to prove that for six 


years past nothing but wrong, anarchy, and disorder have 
kel the administration of public affairs in that State. For nearly 


far trom supporting the individual elector in his constitutional 


ears Louisiana has had but one representative in this Chamber. 


a,l 


+ : 
» the American people have 


ut of the people in that State to vote, or to have their votes 
has been openly disregarded and trampled upon by republican 
ug boards in that down-trodden State. 





to vote, these returning boards have, in utter detiance of the 
ition and laws of Louisiana, ab-olutely ignored the right 
Within six years past the country has seen th 

I t of Louisiana subverted bv a United States district 

s°, Supported by the military power of the United States; and still 


seen representatives of the Louisiana 





io Testo 


good government wi 


1 


e order, 


to ene 


Lb 
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i Renton. 
| \ 
( | 
‘ \ | 
to shi | 
( ieexpla ‘ for tl 
can tothe d at Y 
ectors in Lo hana Bu 
over tl colored voter 
urpations of retul 
vn disregard of the « 
Is sought again to made 
} ted? } 
1 l t ) a 
rulers under the State ¢ 
1 confronts the people 
d States shall the 1 
cesstul it has been iz 
inthe illegal suppression « 
tth of November, 1871 
? This isaquesti { 
alright of the 
. i 
lect 


al and State 


the colored vote from the repub] 
late appointment of pr side! il « 
ery of intimidation by e white 
suceessfully sustained pas 
Louisiana, in their ribald 0} 
rights of the peopleof Le \ 
in the late pres il « ‘ 

th } ype ea Ave ( 
of iffrage in the eh f their 
for yea The probler hich 
Lo na alone, but ¢ the Unit 
of this same return boa S 
finda wider theater for its action 
of the people of Louisiana on the 
pointment of presidential clec I 
It goes directly to the constitutior 
in the Ameri in Confed racy to se 
by law their rulers, both Fede 

If it be constitutional for t SI 


ganization and unlimite 


frages of the entire el 
of the votes of the St 
ind changing at theit 
anend of tree governm 


ana, 
Ohio 


the 
night 
Phe 


depen 


would it 
, 


1 


\ 
d 


Could 


hot 
not 
through their Legisilatur 


party 


Cm ON} 


ote of 


, hot on the 


any 


character of 


dient 


a State 


vote 


or judgment of the rett 


not lessen the dange1 
Mr. President, whet S 
an exercise OL power a 
for years How long 
served ? 

But L insist that tl 
tion whatever, to ca 
of el ors in Loui 

I persuade myself th 
cal brethren in thi Chan 
diction rests upon the 
ana. No one denies, t 
Inatter ob State jul 
ottieer The Constit 

Fa state t 
W the St 
or] i 

| } 
1M dan ele 

It «ke lve on tl 
the returning board ot 
Vass the vote of that S 
the lew lative t of 
Levislatul ) } 


ll 
bal 
ch ce 
t uu 
othe 
econ ( 
) 
ue l 
i** - 
twentv-n 
} 


e Se 
~.) 
» ¢ 
| S 
on 
t 
nth se 
OE ) 


he « 





retir 
evuri 


board, perp 





Y 
his ntter 
lL States 
m Wn 
ge of 
in the 
he same 
| h has 
irds in 
sutional 
potential 
ernment 
hot of 
Irpations 
th pa 
if the vote 
in the ap 
i 


irabove party 


power, to pass absolute 1] 
f Lon slaina, reyecting mah 
thie may in the disere } 
the true return of the t¢ 
if ch action be constitution 
ly so in Ne York, Penns 
1 ose Sta s create retur 
vl obtain such returns of the 
Le lature dof the ret 
PI lent and Vi re t 
1! jority of the } ple, but I 

board Vhether hon Ol 
, hat th \ ‘ riidl be alee 
| Ar I i l i would t 
tur: boardof Lo il 
it be yx tted and out “ 
i! of | i ha 

iss UpO t \ r tine 
ethisentirely clearto 

ire lawyer maT ‘ 

I tronolt ele tt W 
| rite ot ¢ ) IN ( 
ind tha reside { t ct 

of the | tedl States d es 
1 
@ stor f 

i a jut ‘ 

t ip re ot elector 
( ealt! ch conte 

has « directed t] 1 


bao 
} t 
lect 
miict 
lft 
ped 
raté 


} t 
people of every State 


In manner and form preseribed 


L1ras 
, 4 
( t 
1 
i 
ob 
stne hy 
at 
yore 
} 
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‘ ‘ 
re ate 
1 
) 
>} ) t t 
to < 
i 
o e 
| 
if tye 
vic] 











er } 

If the act of T-6- 
1270. waa ren 
There i 
Leo ina t ppo 
yote ott ts te 


Mr. WES1 If 


Mr. STEVENSO? 


i 
iii ¢ inte 
Mr. WES1 I 
How What ele 
LW wuithot 


alt 


the Se) 


of the case 


I 


\ 


Mr. STEVENSON 


tor from Loui 


Mr. STEVENSON 


Mr. WEST. There 
Mr. STEVENSON. 


Mr WESI Lie 


Mr. STEVENSON 
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ty 
‘ il 
all 
} { ft 
t ‘ ar ; 
( \\ ) 1 
al ! 
fy 
‘ p t 
‘ ‘ ther electors imme 
I \ 
hoe rsis: Did the act of 172 repeal the act 
e re tatutes of Louisiana in 1-70?) The 
first se rof the act of 1872 are broad and 
4 that this act shall take etlect from 
‘ nad that hers on the subject of election laws 
a \ L 
re-enacted inthe revised statutes of Louisiana in 
» tl} eventy-tirst section of the act of T8772, then 
tive hority whatever en powering the St ite of 
ele ors on the 7th of November, 1576, and the 
ust be regected 
ao not iterrupt the Senator — 
Not at I desire information and seek light 
t to le formed, and that is the reason I rise 
law does the Senatorrefer to as asubstitute for 
he appointment of presice tial electors and fill 





inquiry which Iwas pressing at the moment 


iting tod 





er the repeal- 


li fact iwtually repeal the act of L863 


presidential electors, which was re- 


ia adopted in Is70? If 
iw actof 1572 and amendments, were 
Lou ina, then there was no legal 


ppolntmen of electors, and the elec 


t 
void, and the returning board could 
¢ 


1¢c appointment of presidential elec- 
| 


as to the mode and manner of their ap 


i 
trict 
ir va 
S the 


opleof Louisianaor by their Legislature; 
} 


Tsor pene ralticket; and theact makes 


cancies In the electoral college. If, 


sonly election law in force in Lonisi- 


the election for clectors was null and void. 


‘ 


Senator 


ea 


With pleasure 


I 


mitme tostate my kuowledge 





pe 


law of Louisiana—- 


ady referred to that. 


’ 
ectors 


Phat is the law of 1852, 








ition in the revised statutes of Lou- 


l electors shall be conducted 
State oflicers. There is also a pro 


maton the meeting of the electoral 


mentia 


college if from any cause whatever any elector fails to be present 











power and authority to supply that va- 
Senator is that the repealing clause 


manner of elections and the method 


also rey iled the power of the State to ap- 
1@ PrOVISIONS Of the Constitution of the United 


power of those electors when appointed 


Mr. WES There isa pu 
i i that all elections for p 
in the same manner as those tf 
Vision in the revised itute 
l colleagues shall have the 
Caney ri reason r of the 
reg ing the conduct and the 
ot ny the returns 
a t electors cle t] 
States and also repealed the 
to fil ar vacancy I 


the judgment of tl 
enacted i the Vr 
touching the apy 
Loui t 


menthol elec 
Sel 


} 


clectors whatever, 


laws in Louisiana, t 


t 


itor hitnseil mu 


Sey 


Mr. STEVENSON, Tha 


504 





‘ 


tof cleetors in Louisiana 


at is the Senator's proposition. I leave it to 


ve already referred to the act of 1262—re- 


utes of 17 and quote 


at 





l the provisions 
The Senator from 


e inquiry Twas pressing. That in 





and of 1870 touching the appoint- 


repealed by the act of 1872, which t] 


sno provision for the appointment of 


wt of 1872 did repe il all other cleetion 


there was no legislative authority to 


the votes casi for electors. rhe |} 








ippoint ele tors, and the term “all elections” did not iy 
ale tinl electors But ppose I admit, er are fia, 2 
from Louisiana so strongly insists upon, that the act of 157 
repeal the act for the appointment of presidential electors 
Isr and re-enacted in the revised statutes of 1570 

help the jurisdiction of the returning board to canvass 

for the appoint l electors? 





itor will turn tothe provisions of the Revised st 
1-70, which he seems to insist have not been repealed | 
ut are still in force, he will tind that by section 2x2 
which I have already quoted, it is provided that 





nediately afterthe receipt of areturt 1, OF t 
iber, if the returns shoul.l not o 
t gecT ' f state 1 A et j ‘ 





he seat of government 1 v be 





amine the returus and ascertain therefrom the persons who have bee 


Therefore IT submit that, if the act of 1272 repealed all othe) 
laws, and that act was the only actin force on the 7th Nov 
there was no authority to appoint electors in that State on 
If the act of 1872 did not r peal the act of 180s, re-adopted 
vised statutes of Louisiana in 1570, and the latter is still 
that event the governor of Louisiana is to examine the ret 
election and make the return. On either horn of the dil 
learly no jurisdiction in this returning board. 

It is not necessary that I shall express at this time 
whether the act of 1865, re-enacted in the revised statutes of | 
ana of 1570, was repealed or not. The general rule of law « 
etiect of the repeal of a former law by subsequent legislation 
general statute, without negative words, will not repeal the 


Is ¢ 


provisions of a former act unless the two acts are irr 
consistent. 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr SHI RMAN ] quotes the words 
second section of the act of 172 creating the returning bo 
providing that they “shall be the returning officers for « 
in the State,’ and triumphantly asks if those words are 1 
enough to include the elections for the appointment of 





| electors?) Ithink not. My construction of the words ‘: 


is that thev are limited and contineel by the words of the first s 


} ot the same act to “elections for State, parish, and judi 


J 
members of the General Assembly, and for members of Co 

This construction is supported by the further fact that t 
1°72 makes no allusion to the appointment of presidential 
But if the position of the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr. Wrest 
that the revised statates of Louisiana, adopted in 137 
enacted the statute of 1868, providing for the appointine 
dential electors, be not repealed by the act of In72, then thi 
and uot the returning board, is, in the presence of witnesses 
tain the result, with no jadicial power to exclude or in an 
to interfere with the vote as cast—if that act was repealed b 
of 1°72, then there was no power cenferred, as alrea ly stat 
appoint electors. 

I shall not stop to inquire now what tribunal has power t 
upon these questions, or the mode in which it is to be don 
pose is accomplished in attempting to show that the returning 
of Louisiana was clothed with no power, judicial or mu 
canvass the returns for the appointment of electors in Lo 

Mr. President, the judicial power claimed by the Senator from 0 
[Mr. SHERMAN] aud by the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. West 
this returning board to canvass and exclude the votes cast fo 
pointment of electors, is wholly inconsistent with and in dire 
travention of the express requirements and limitations of t 
1572, for securing the free sutirage of the whole people. 

| Why prescribe duties for the commissioners of elections 
pervisor of registration, as to the mode, manner, and time in 
votes are to be counted, or compiled statements of the true res 
| the votes cast at every precinet in Louisiana are to be made up 
| returned. if the returning board can judicially disregard them 


ject as many or retain as many of the votes actually cast as t! 
in their discretion determine ? 
In a word does not the judicial power claimed by the Ser 
Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] for this returning board of Louisiana to ¢ 
the returns for the appointment of electors in that State, 1 u 
and admitting as many or as few of the votes cast by the } 3 
that board inay determine, virtually invest them with the a 
power of deciding the presidential election, should the result 
election depend on the vote of Louisiana? 
Mr. President, what a problem to confront the American pe 
the beginning of the second century of our free institutions ! 
Who can measure the momentous issues which the safe so 
| such a question directly involves? Whoshall measure the respons 
itv of those who, under the Constitution and laws, must 
called upon to determine it? I will by no act or word ant 
excitement of that hour, I can only invoke the divine K 
universe, whose blessings have been so plenteously vouchsat 
the first century of its existence, when tl 


country durin 


to inspire the hearts of our entire people with wisdom, « 
calmness enough to see that its settlement rests not on any 
plune of party expediency or individual political success, but the! 
and nobler one of an enlightened and enlarged American pati 
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Manufacture and Sale of Intoxicating Liquor | t} hrif he a ( e right 
——— 1 « \ nd p ; rs v « vy { 
a y ’ 7 YAY TY) Y Y ) > estate. & . / } . 
REC iI HENRY W. BLATI a < hg 
SPEECH OF HON. INK i BNRRERAME ac oe crest nok the aneliceting of thie : 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRI These are clement 1 ‘ f { mmo ’ Chevy 
‘ f 1] ; ¢ ‘ 
4 ee ame aS STi a ire corner-stones of all j ‘ ‘ Fo these s every 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | member of society is held to have given ] sent. They ar Xu 
¢ } ¢ ley es x ’ } } n ‘ } 
December 27, 1876, tioned, so fal as 1 know, by any « ho believes nV Law Chey 
} are AXIO it ind indestr tibl the ors : 
tion introdnced by him proposing anamendment tothe Constitu- | = Pourth. The use tot po 
ed States in regard to the manutacture and sale of intoxicating » ‘ : . 
' : P tent of intoxication « \O1SO vl is Will ter seen, is 
; . 7 |} the same thing as intoxication—is an ury tot ndividual ; it it 
wre BLAIR Mr. Speaker, I believe that the public rood requires 1 4 . ast s 
ir. : : ’ i , flicts great evils upon society at large; it is des tive tothe veneral 
etionof the American people from the evils of alcohol by an , mit ; i : th : { ; reneral 
ai ‘ ‘ ‘ welfare; itis of nature which ma « reat restricts f not ce 
t« h istitution. > 
f the or ae ; : stroved bv the enforee tof appropriate laws; conseqne such 
read the joint resolution which I have prepared, and have | , et \ } } 
I } : ' i laws should be enacted and enforced nad this she | ( ‘ our 
onor to present for that purpose by the unanimous consent ae A c me ( ( : 
i ‘ country, eith t he ites, « \ e Gener rwovernl or by 
1] eet 1 ' 
es . both its h laws ean | made more eflicient thereby 
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of | 1 helieve this proposition to be ti tf 
4 . helieve Ss opi ’ ‘ oO le ( es] ask « 
‘ ( ress assembled, (two-thirds of each House ¢ rring there Phat +4 4 ‘in at ] 
imendment to the Constitution be, and hereby proposed to the itfention to the facts and observations which follow, 
by me valid when ratitied by the Legislatures of fourths the a 
: States, as provided in the Constitution 2 F : - 
ARTICLE | Phe substance known as alcohol is thus detined by Webster: 
< x1. From and after the year of our Lord 1900 the man 1 sale of P titied t t : from 5 ve 
‘ ntoxicating liquors, or alcoholic liquors an ri 4 o ! f ‘ lergone vinous 
stillation or process equivalent thereto, or any x | i aoe t “3 7 , : aha - 
thterated with ardent spirits or with any poison whatever, except f Fermentation, the pt ss by which ohol is tirst obtained from 
echaniecal, chemical, and scientific purposes tor use a the 4 : , : ; ; 
3 ; , reanic substances, but combined with 1 i larger quantity tl 
1 the United States and the Territories thereof, shall ceas and : meen , : * , ; . ar ESE G Ore aCe 
i such liquors from foreign states and countries to the United | Matter, is thus defined by the same authorit 
| s, and the exportation of such liquors from and the transport That ct of ¢ 5 ( ’ 8 a Ae 
f in and through any part of this country, except for the use aud ider the ¢ t é : 
hall be, and hereby is, forever thereafter prohibited t of asand hea i t ‘ 4 Vil is 
) gy in this article shall be construed to waive or abridge any exist fe entat converts sug 
ieress, vor the right, which is hereby recognized, of people of } } } } 
Per y to enact laws to prevent the increase and for the suppres Brewing i the prepara oS OS ois ave Se 1 inait, ana hops, 
ition of the manufacture, sale, and use of liquors, and the gredients | and from other materials, by steeping, boiling, and ferinentation 
partoft which is aleoholic, intoxicating, or pois n | Distillation, or rectification, (to make stra it or pure,) is a process 
rth mof sucl quors and ir edients ther ¢ p teat } } 
r the ¢ 10n O1 art a ons = 1 15 ‘ subsequent to fermenta by Wi ,aiconu i } retined and 
er the ratification hercof, as provided in the next section, no State | Most powerful form ts obt ned from fermented or brewed | lors. It 
. interfere with the transportation of said liquors o1 credt¢ S is thus detined by the en ent lexi very yher before cited 
f st over the Te nes of tratli r States and ‘Ter ’ 1 
tel } Tt LOO USER OOS ¢ traliic t / ie I | The act of fallingin drops, or t ct of n or throw dow? irons. The 
in ther wture, sale, and use thereof for other purposes 1 tion of a lik } . 1 andl ‘ t « . 
st epted in the tirst section, shall be lawful: Provided, That the true | , lx anna vain penal’? ' ‘ fa t ' ; 
on of such packages be plainly marked thereon bine. Cal a webert onal x ; f ncaa 
~ this article not be ratified by three-fourths of the States on he i , sir n and 
tday of December, 1890, then the first section hereof sha effer Disti One a0 ) 
ce at the expiration of ten years from such ra ition; and thea t ‘ oa ane ; tah . 
» this article shall not be rescinded nor reversed Sate se : id } ' 
$. Congress shall enforce this article by all needful legislation 7 ae ed : : P ; | ’ \ 4 cl 
Ino to justify legislation of any kind restricting the mannfact- | Londen pharma ria contains “2p t a bland Isot water. Its 
se ot alcoholic liquors, L believe it to be necessary to main Reon , eer : ean 4 AL BAN g a t 
hese proposltlons : | Profe r Brande { to 2] t. of al Lir finp 
First. That it is the duty of society, through the agency of govern- | ter; 6 to 9 in ales; about 12 sof Fra nd Ger f 1) to 
F t, which is the creature of society, to enact and enforce all laws | £910 port and sherry and ot trong wines; from 40 to 0 and nally more 
vhile protecting the individual in the full possession andenjoy- | 0) OPAIS, Bly ae wh 3 ; "Peg leroy 
tof his inalienable rights, tend to promote the general welfare, | , scredients int ‘ t ‘ 
specially whenever that welfare is impaired or threatened by any | added t ter the specific ¢ t to substitute a aper mat 
sting or impending evil it is the duty of society to enact and inCyelopedia, Alcohol 
: force laws to restrict or destroy that evil. It may be proper to ' f it i t ‘ ee 
serve that no law can promote the general welfare which deprives | | the ¢ cent ‘ 
vidual of an inalienable right, when that right is properly de- | « i before the proce vas applied to | s 
f or Which impairs the enjoyment thereof, whether of life, liberty, | (UE5S Tas 5 
ae : . l Brandy is % © te vn two 
perty, or the pursuit of happiness. But society has inalienable | g.eq years avo. Rum is an A tern anelied 4 \ es ean eta. ete 
chts as well as individuals, and the right to such legislation as will | cy, aCelt rl t beer d mo Ana ce 
F J te the general welfare, in its true sense,is one of them; andthe | anda half. Neither rum, | in, OF y have been in « 1 aS 
enable rights of individuals and the inalienable rights of society | *! So can thl nan i : 7 ee 
+ } , : , 4 : ” 
large are limited by, and must be construed and enjoyed with re- |" ok : ; ed os 1) 
= " * 1 » rs “ct 1 * ourse Oo SIN nto ee ut S «le \ rec tore ° 
ence to each other. | see first lecture in ( l i . intor | Ires delivered belo 




















Second. While society has no right to prevent or restrict the use of | Te Sectety « f Arts on ee ees by Benjamin W. Ri h irdson, M. A 
ticle by individuals for purposes which are beneficial only, yet | M.D, PLR : Dr. ic! aoe known ee ee ere a cien 
hat use, beneficial to some, is found by experience to be naturally | ony men of t ey Sana these aay pd mice ees [ h aoe oe vain 

and inevitably greatly injurious in its effects upon others and upon so- | ®?!° contributions to the subject of © alcohol” tha lave DECN ado 

etyin general, then it becomes the duty of society, in the exercise of its | to obtain. eee ry Pant ea “ : 

enable right to promote the general welfare and in self-defense to | Distilled Pr ee ee ee eee te eee re reer 

social life, justas the individual may defend his natural life, to prohibit | PY the iret os Sees Oe Sa Sees ee Ty 
regulate, or restrict the use of that article,as the case may require, | 8!) and w es ee m re ee 

rhis principle is daily applied in laws which control the manntacture : Fermented liquors in com oe Mer ee eae ae ae eae Che 

ind use of gunpowder, nitro-glycerine, dynamite, and other things of | /tter are alcoholic, but are not mized with alcohol obtained by distillation, 

. I Ee Sty rine, Cyne ? . : 5". | and are far less werful and struetive to mankind [hese are not 

ereat and dangerous potency, the unrestrained use of which, even for | and are far Pe Ree ad pe apa dep hander secoreg eed pts ; 
selul purposes, has been shown by experience to be destructive to } 1! luded in the fit j rer core . , bape Seer eae me oe oe ee . iowa, 

the inalienable rights of others. This results from the common prin- | as is now the case, wee : ete ee ane wer een a 
of law that every man must so enjoy his own rights as neither | in treating the ae iwi _ are ee eerer ye yakee me rN 
destroy or impair those of another, and it is the great end for which | Cf ##CoHoO! ane pas Seeves Bye " AEOND: AFREN OO: CARY ished by 
vernment is instituted among men to compel him so to do. | chemical and medical sci ne e. I shall then cite facts and statistics 
lhird. No person has aright to do that to himself which impairs or | from other sources tending to show e necessity of legislation upon 








perverts hisown powers; and when he does so by means of that which | the subject. oh pgaorlneonr ie ee es ee _ . Lev. srg 
“oclety can reach and remove by law, to such extent as to become a | amendment to the removal of ee eee re and ch pagel pt pes ar 
rden or a source of danger to others, either by his example or by | that the powers ‘ : government are inherent and ample, and should be 
sliability tocommit acts of crime, or to be essentially incapacitated | ©*ereised tn the premises 
‘discharge his duties to himself, his family, and society, the law, | ee ee ee eee eee 
oe, society, should protect both him and itself. A man has no | An English writer, who is declared by Governor Andre his re- 
re right to destroy his inalienable rights than those of another, | markable argument in favor of a license law, befo ( tee of 
or than another has to deprive him of his own. The laws restraining | the Massachusetts Legislature, April 4, 1567, probably the ablest and 
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man, that v 
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1 
>is no compen n and no human cure 


hichest medical anthoriti 
pport of the views of these I 
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s for 16 
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bit of taking aleoho stem, 1 
of ts, wine, or beer ee The b ‘ bre ull 
il fsare about the same The use of alcohol materially mo 
condition; and, so far asit affects bim individually, it is +4 
. 3 ) number and condition of his offspring, that at 
It s general use does aterially i ence the number and cendit f 
{ crimival classes, it is the duty of all who have thought and « 
ovement to consider the matter carefully, and it is tl , l 
r oflicial relations with those classes to furnish facts 1 
consideration It is well known that alcohol ta nneq Ivouy 
it st ulat t! lower propensities and weakens t ] 
e ula es the functions which manifest thems it 
sentiments which result in lL =f the blood, highly aleoholized 
its funet | subverted ; the man does not know Lalo 
S or does process 18 often repeated * * * the man 
col 1 of ry power, but has come under the do 
functions, which a almost as much beyond his control ast 
rt Any morbid condition of body frequently repeated becomes 
habit * * * and makes him more liable to certain diseases, a 
1 sanity, and the like Phis lialnlity or tendency he transmits to 
' ircly as he transmits likeness in form or feature ie. 
t ohol certainly does induce a morbid condition of It is 
ain that frequent or the habitual overthrow of the ¢ ence 1 
hebitnual we ting of them. scon establishes a mor i, W 
wtites and tendencies, and that those appetites and t BUI 
1 offspring 
ulmitted that anintemperate mother nurses her babe with alcoho 


+f 


I 
», Plutarch, and others have noticed the hereditary transmi 


+ net enough considered that a father gives to his otispring certain 


ilead surely to craving for stimulants. These cravings or it 


oO & passion, the vebemence of which passes the com 


the Greeks the prohibition of intoxicating wines (distilled 


e unknown) wasenforced by the severest penalties. “Plato 


emperate propensities, and the legislation that imposed 
upon women had unquestionably in view the 
ny, ‘healthy minds in a healthy body,’ 


r vigor 
indul 
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ithe use of strong drink by expectant mothers would be in 


o them and their otispring was known to the learned and wis« 
| “The Romans had a prohibitory law 
intoxicating wine, while it allowed the pure juice.” (See the 


1 ancients, 


which 


ied treatise of Rev. Dr. William Patton, of New York City 
ble wines, published in 1874, for a great mass of valuable in 





tion npon this subject.) 
ird Parker, M. D., of New York, in an address to the Americar 
ition for the Cure of Inebriates, asks: 
salcohol?) The answer is, a poison. It is so regarded by the best writers 
ers on toxicology. L refer to Ortila, Christisson, and the like, who class it 
corrosive sublimate, and prussic acid. Like thes w¢ W intro 
to the system, it is capable of destroying life without acting mec! ca 
eed into the system it induces a general disease, as well marked as intet 
t tever, small-pox, or lead poison. 


Andina public address the same distinguished gentleman declares 


t one-third of all the deaths in the city of t 
t, directly or indirectly, of the use of alcohol ; and that within th 
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11-74 Dr, James Edmunds, a very distin 
vered a course of lectures upon the medical 


iting the fact largely to intoxicating liquors primarily and 
ly, the board of State charities of Pennsylvania state that 


New York are 


ty-eight years 100,000 persons in that city have diced of its 
er by themselves or their parents.” 


in a letter to Rev. Dr. Patton, which the latter cites in his 





’ above referred to, Dr. Parker says: 
1¢ one evil genius, whether in w 
n. Stay ther 





. or ale or whisky. and is killir 
ison, aleohol, that king of poisons 
lest Weapon of the devil, and the millennium will soon dawn 
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ful breeding of cattle at least 95 per cent. come to maturity, 


nd of horses 95 per cent. in our northern climate, while of the inti 





ore precious race of men at least 33 per cent. perish in the 


nfaney or blossom of early youth.” 
Great God! I stagger in the effort to grasp these statistics of death. 


ethe dreams of scientific madmen? Truth is not only strange! 
but intinitely more horrible. And the tide of te 
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ST FROM THE CENSUS AND OTHER s¢ S, MOSTLY OF/:ICIA and nearly two-thirds of ¢] lfor] h act Iture ane 
re to present in the best manner I can a statement of factures, th puol t ess i] twice the re f 
rupon the effect of the manufacture and use of intoxieat- | herrailroads. The liquor Pennsvlvania in 1870 was 865.075. 
son the wealth, industries, and productive powers of the | of Illinois, $42,225,000; Ohio, 858,545,000 ; Massachusetts, $25, 195,000 
Uso upon its ignorance, pauperism, and crime. I have en- | New Hampshire, 5,500, : Maine, where the torv law is bet 
to authenticate every statement by careful inquiry. he | terenforeed than anywhere else, 54,21 ), alth e has tw 
F tion is drawn from the census returns, from records of the | the population of New Hamps 
' nts of Government, reports of State authorities, declarations | Dr. Hargreaves says that there was expended forintoxicating drinks 
nent statisticians and responsible gentlemen in different | in— 
fthe country. Much of it is to be found, with a great deal | 1869 g ) 
similar matter, in a very valuable book published the pres- | 1570 Si = 
: fhe author is William Hargreaves, M. D., of Philadelphia. | 1°?! “ 
ho has not fought with heures, like old Paul with the beasts ear i - 
sus, knows how it taxes the utmost powers of man to classify, | I ) 
se. and present intelligibly to the mind the mathematical or | ; 
il demonstration of these tremeudous social and economic Annual averaz sae nS wsearee , 
fhe truths they teach involve the fate of modern civilization. | And he savs the average is larger since 1872, exceeding S700. 
1-70 the tax collected by the Internal Revenue Department was Each family by the census averages 5.09 persons, and we spe : 
2 425,353 gallons of proof spirits and 6,0°1,520 barrels of fer- | liquor at the rate of 821.74 yearly for each. | thy . 
| Commissioner Delano estimates the consumption of perverted labor is very ereat. InI872 there ensed w] 
| spirits in 1869 at 80,000,000 gallons. By the census returns | sale liquor establishments and 161,144 persons licensed to sell at 1 
1, Ixu0, there were produced in the United States 90,412,521 gal tail. It is said that there are as many more unlicensed retail liquor 
mestic spirits—and of course this was consumed, with larg shops. All these places of traftie must employ at least half a million 
s imported besides—but there are very large items which | of men. There were then 3,132 distilleries, which would employ ce1 
oflicial enumeration. These have 'yeen carefully estimated | tainly five men each—say, 15,660. The brewers’ congress in 1874 said 
ws that there were employed their business 11,698 There would be 
Ga'lons miscellaneously employed about breweries and distilleries 10,000; in 
rs evading tax and imported smuggled, at least....... 5. 000. 000 sel ing, say, 500,000, In all. sav, 550.000 able-bodied men, who, so fat 
sar coe acre et a rf Sonn ay as distilled liquors are concerned at least, constitute a standing army 
smade and used in private a ee 1,000,000 | Constantly de stroying the American peo] le. hey create more havoe 
iquors paying tax by dealers.......----. boeeeeeeeeeeee --- 7,900,000 | than an opposing nation which should maintain a hostile force of half 
a ; aa, | & millionarmed men constantly making waragainst us upon ourown 


soil, The temple of this Janus is always open. Why should we thus 
persevere in self-destruction | 
There are 600,000 habitual drunkards in the United States. If the 


| 
. lose half theirtime it would be a loss of 8150,000,000 to the 1 
It is well known that the great mass of alcoholic liquor is con t 


las a beverage, and it will fall below the fact to place the 


[his amount added to the total produced in 1860 would be 107,004,- 
11: added to amount on which was collected tax in 1870 would be 


wWiol mn 
| produc ive power and in wages and wealth to both the nation and 


themselves every ye 























paid for it at retail by the American drinker at 75,000,000 | Dr. Hargreaves has constructed the foll if table 
early. But take the very modest estimate of Dr. Young, | rhe sriv loss of time and is ive a0 S45. econ empl 
( f of the Bureau of Statistics, who makes the following estimate | making: ling $972, 91 ) 
of the sales of liquors in the fiscal year ending June 1, 1571: | - § OF time oye a istry of ¢ l I ) 
) 60, 000,000 gallons at $6, at retail. ..... ..-- £360, 000, 000 | salsditiiisiadsckite , : 
spirits .. 2,500, 000 gallons at $10, at retail... avai 25, 000, 000 | Potal ’ 
10, 700, 000 gallons at 85, at retail............ 53, 500, 000 | 
1 6, 500, 000 gallons at $20 a bbl. at retail a 000. O00 | And he adds that investigation will show this lar lg ( ite 1s 
‘ es, cordials, estimated....... cn iivmene l,< 000 | far below the true loss 
: , | By this same process 40,000,000 bushels of nutritious grain is a 
Mb. cece ce Cece eS eeSees COSSOS OEE SESeeesesecesccoscocescoseoseses 600 1, OO) . ] } ‘ } oe wiv ( ) , } Fe ¢ wif) 
nually destroyed, equal to 6 ‘ four-pound loaves; abou 
I am satisfied that this is much below the real amount, but it is | }oaves for each family in the country, 
‘ oh Dr. Hitcheock, president of Michigan State board of health, esti 
[lis is one-seventh the value of all our mannfactures for that year, | Mates the annual loss of productive e by reason of premature deaths 
than one-fourth that of farm productions, betterments, and produced by alcohol at 1,127,000 and that there are const 
_as shown by the census. | sick or disabled from its use 98,000 persor tl country 
Dr. Hargreaves estimates the retail liquor bill of 1871 at $680,036,042. | Assuming the annual producing power of an abl 
In 1-72, as Shown by the internal-revenue returns, there was a total | bodied person to be 5500 value, 
of domestic and foreign liquors shown into the hands of the American | loss of life would otherwise | 
ple of 337,258,066 gallons, the retail cost of which at the estimated | | National loss is the immense sum O12, 510, 000 OF 
es of Dr. Young is $735,720,048, The total of liquors paying tax | Add to this the losses by the misdirects 
I-60 to 1s72—thirteen vears—was 2,7 62,926,066 gallons, costing the of those engaged in the manuf 
sumer $6,720, 161,205. During several of these years the Govern loss of one-half the time of the 
t was largely swindled out of the tax, so that no mortal knows ards and of the tipplers, as their number is : 
far the truth lies beyond these startling aggregates. mated by Dri. FArgreaves.6 << .600-% wee $968, 861, 592 00 
Dr. Young estimates the cost of liquors in 1807 at the same as in ; 
1-7 1—8600,000,000—and exclaims: “It would pay for 100,000,000 bar- | And we have.. ....<- i a ce ae tae ie hah 1, 121,371,592 00 4 
sof flour, averaging two and one-half barrels to every man, woman, | Lhe grain, &c., destroyed .....------------- - uv, VU WW 
child in the country. ; | 3 
Such facts might well transform the mathematician into an excla- | 1,217, 371, 002 00 
fon point, Dr. Hargreaves, who goes into all the minutia of the Dr. Hitchcock estimates the number of insane,t 
demonstration, dealing, however, only with bureau returns, declores so annually, at 9,355, or loss in etlective life of 
that the annual consumption of distilled spirits in the United States 98,209 years, at D000 per yeal -- wee teee 19, 129, 500 00 
not less than 100,000,000 gallons annually, and this makes a very | Number of idiots from same cause, an annual loss 
small allowance for “crooked whisky.” Take now Dr. Young’s mod Of 319,908 years...-.. 0-222 -- ee eee eee eee e ee 150), 954, 000 00 
trate est-mate of $600,000,000 annually, and relying upon the official | : 
rds of the country, and in sixteen years we have destroyed in drink | 1, 426, doo, O92 OV 
e ',000,000—more than four times the amount of the national debt, | Deduct receipts of internal-rey 3 
ounce anda half times the whole cost of the war of the rebellion | _ €ue tax, (year 1-75 . - ROL, 225, Mo 
sections of the country, while the loss of life, health, spiritual Receipts from about UY Stat 
e,and moral power to the people was beyond comparison greater. | licenses, at $100 see YUU, WU WW 
the lowest estimate I have seen of the annual loss of life directly from s Mit PW? Oe) 
ise of intoxicating liquor is 60,000, or 960,000 during the period : ‘ 1 
ve mentioned; more than three times the whole loss of the North | Annual loss to the nation of production ...... 1,315, 220, 096 47 
by battle and disease in the war, as shown by the official returns. | Aunual valu ol all labor in the United States, as : 
an a: eee value of all the real estate in the U1 ited Stetes is | per census of ITO. 2 ees cee eee eee ee eee eeee - 1,263, 984, 003 00 
htel.S2o3 of personal, $4,264,205,907. In twenty-five years we . Ara ee Seas 
“rink ourselves out of the value of our country, personal property and Losses from aicohol in excess ol wages Of 1apol 7 
} VFOATLY 22 2 2 ce ew ne cee ene cee cee cece es ce enes eae ol, <4 17 
: rhe census shows that in 1870 the State of New York spent for | his caleulation includes nothing for interest upon « t nvested 
: (Hors §106,590,000 : more than two-fifths of the valne of products of | for care of the sick, insane, idiotic t allows alcohol credit. for re 
“sriculture and nearly one-seventh the value of all the manufactures | enue paid on all used for timate | ‘ In J 
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1 ain if \ \ 
‘ fr ds to four-lifths of the inmatesof our 
‘ ‘ t re | i 
f ire even more astounding In the report of 
Sta ( rof Education tor Is71, page 541, I 
l { I tis, thet from 20 to 90 per cent. of 
t sesof crime with intemperance. Of the 
‘ Massachusetts prisons, 12,396 are reported to have 
ite “dpercent Ninety three percent. of those con- 
er] | eof indust ie contined for crimes connected 
ln the New Hamps Dp Lsixty-five out of ninety 
t] ikelves to ha bee temperate Reports from every 
t au ] ‘ ne ectient made in L371 show 
i ) per cent. had been in habits of drink by their ow: 
Phe warden of the Rhode Island State prison estimates 
t.of | prisoners as drinkers These relate to those who 
iv y of the more serious offenses, not mere every-day 
drunk es L disor co t 
t of lof State trities of Pennsylvania for 1°71 
Re) 
andl ¢ ‘ men will a 
1M t ell-known and highly esteemed prison 
! wt for [S70 says 
| ( 
proce ) from t me 








e ¢ es that are committed 
‘ y ere a man is ti for 
i isc of I 
A 
’ love She is excelled by no large city in the 
‘ ts d evidences of enlightened Christian ciy 
S has i ortalized herself in our centennial year by a 
esty of municipal deportment and a magnificence of pa- 
Which are a source of love and pride to her country- 
ive won for her the cordial and unstinted admiration of 
Aral it i delightful relief for my aching head, as I copy 
these itistics of damnation to record the illuminating 
e fact thaton those centennial grounds, from which in- 
quors were rigidly excluded, and where the zsthetie and 
sof nanity were fed as from the gardens of God, 
he vho wandered through that world of the last 
sf results of ¢ ration on earth, not one arrest was made 
ation « y e whole termof the exhibition. The intin 
i of that philosop which not only demands prohib 
‘ iin evil, but othe provision of food for the mind 
\ ’ o enlarging, and ennobling tenden- 
‘ d not be more strikir illustrated and en 
iker, the records of New York, with her more than ten thon- 
sho ‘ of which are unlicensed, and which Mr 
Ys | ‘ h sides of a street running from the 
eight es into Westchester County, having by the re 
erintendent Kennedy, made some years since, an avera of 
| tv-four visits each daily, with 50,844 arrests for 
’ al sorderly conduet in the su Tat year Lor, and with 
crimes of every deseription, nine-tenths of which were 
of drink: a « | have examined, but Lhaveno heart to 
1 « vot endure their lor rercontet 1p ition, The 
of e evil are only paralleled by the tremen- 
i s 0 sirone and as I quit the appalling theme I 
i 14 ( lating eclipses on the firmament of 
) I rt] ed land, groaning and travail 
\ ae | conunission of inquiry luto the 


gevery where for proper authen- 





APPENDIX TO THE CON( 


| Government any control. 


| schools, with 221,042 teac 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


| 





‘ ‘ 


» 
L 


RESSIONAL RECORD. 


4 





thentic knowl rally diffused among the peopi I 
ure of m affairs by which we are surré ( 
not be ible to summarize and classify as I would ot er 
done this statement of such facts as appear to ine t 





le sources ; but IT have done the best I could. } 
ibler minds will turn their attention to the subject d 
gress will no longer neglect to institute official inquiries 
tosuchultimate legal action as may arrestanevilwhich,if 


, 
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will vo far to dest 


o7* 





BEARING FT 








some paper has sneeringly alluded 


ov to this proposed in 
measure of temperance reform for posterity. Chietly so 
lL the voices of humanity ery out for its ade ption. A 
men admit that the condition of posterity depends 
and virtue, and these are transmitted and d 
tional institutions and processes of the country, of which 
most important tl 


a 
al 


is the common school; and over 
for a moment 


igence with those which exist fort 


at alor 
i es 


Contrast 
cation in virtue and intell 
tion of and crime and misery in this country, and the 
sneer who will at a measure which aims to save posterity f 
which, if there is no reform, will overtake us in nation 
surely as the time ft 
in the horrors of delirium or the stupic 
into the tomb of despair. 

The census of 1270 shows that there are in the 
hers and 7,209,938 pupils who att 
aggregate—the average is less—costing $95,402 226 


with 183,198 teachers, 


vice 


inally comes when the in 


li 
il 


“Te public S¢ hools, 





25,060 pu 
S4,030,673 yearly 


lik 


} 


the Theatr 


dividual inebriat 


ty of the consumed sot 


Phere are 12,955,443 between the ages of five and eighteen 
should be at school, leaving 4.°45.505 who do not attend at a 
740,000 of these are engaged in labor of some kind: but 


be more than 3,000,000 who do not go to school at all. 


says that ninety-nine hundredths of th 


D1 


em are children of 


perate, and he makes the following tabular statement sl 
relative efliciency of the “* two educational systems” as the 


rated in Pennsylvania, whose condition 


is not dist redita 
parison with the country at large 


EDUCATION IN IMMORALI 








ices s 


Drinking-pl 
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in Pen 


trendance 








regular . 542, 07 ripy sand drunl 
( t for edueational pur Direct ¢ t of } 8 
poses in Pennsylvania $8, 399, 723 Pennsylvania 


More than nine times as much money s 


save * posterity” by these two systems. And again he say 
Though within the last 
per cent. ar ad pupils 


more than 60 per ce 


twenty years our 
ttending 


nt 


teachers have ine 


more than 50 per cent., yet« 


re ‘ 


school 


father a hard look for “ posterity,” and if there is no cl 
terity” better not be there. 
RIGHT AND NECESSITY OF 


The right of Government to le: 


LEGISLATION 


islate upon the subject 


IH 


rit 


al 


le 


of 


perance has been strongly denied, but the absolute necessity 


hibition or regulation of the traffic in intoxicating drin} 


| demonstrated in every civilized country where their use has 


} 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| prohibit absolutely and totally. 


| of intoxicating liquors that there is a distincti¢ 
|} of Government 


nately become prevalent, and the statute-books of E 

America, for twocenturies at least, bear constant witness t 
cise of that power. 
Supreme Court of the United States and by the highest t1 
almost every State of the Union, if not in all. 
the power, the right, and the necessity of such legislation 


tent to which it shall be carried. 


) 


rial 


In this connection I wish to call attention toa fallacy wh 


in the minds of many. It is assumed by the advocates in 


m bet wer 
to enact legislation totally and partia 
Government, it is said, may license and regulate but may n 
But there is no such distinction in reason at all. 
t 


n 


ially prohibit by license—which is prehibition so far as it 1 
all—isthesame powerand stands upon the same ground; that 
ligation to promote the general welfare—as that to prohibita 


A license to one man to make or sell ardent spirits is an abs 
hibition to all the rest of the community to do so at all. 





cates of the license and regulation of the traftie have no logi 
upon which to object to absolute prohibition, if necessity 
It is only a question of degree. The universal sense of m 

passed that point where it is necessary to demonstrate 1! 


The question has been raised and sett! 


If is too late 


It 


a question of the jurisdiction by which it shall be enacted anc 


4} 


here is in fact no difference 


ly pro 
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he powe 


eveloped by the « 
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o those who claim that the ev 1 
: } ) ) } 1 
t same tine that they hold the total 
{in nable right and the enactment of h 
is as much a sumptuary law and a violation of in ible It is evident the first pl that ‘ t ] iM f 
« other,and no more so. If this is true, and Iam not abl t} co rv will lead to it of , 
rein it is false, there is an end of the argument bet ni} hol r the p irpose of its i itio If the 1 ) 
ites of license and prohibition as to the rightot such legis pressed every where else ti whol t st ia ur ‘ ot 
r they stand upon common ground, and there is no logical | the allest States ‘v me nut 9 wer ; d 
r those who controvert the justice of prohibitory laws, so | the temptation to shana’ ' a a stadt 
. i 
t that of those who advocate the unrestricted ri to man- | ities would be greatly ised in the prop the 
d sell intoxt Imes liquors to ever body I Cs tion of the business made se} te rol ily { les efor 
} t ly , ] by Poy ret } t] { 
t ground has not een held by any court 101 ratious >} poses of tanxat n and é the m ‘ vis lye o 2 









as its ses. It is anecessity 


inal purpose and as st 








meade S, 
But on the other hand it is to 
It isa Pandora’s-box of evils. ; 
f distillation, which is a concentr n 
five hundred years of the wor! re 





ter for their ignorance. The ot iis tree of k 
wen death. During the last three centuries what is known 
spirits with us, and the immense and dreadful curses which 
out of their use, have gradually ariser They have 
erting the natural instincts and tastes of both body and mind, 
man into the slave of perverted appetites, having in- 
consuming, uncontrollable, devilish power. The image of God 
s dangerous to society as well as to himself, whether as ama 


l. the power 





reate 


; criminal, and itis this CONSE UENCE of the use of intoxi 
ne liquors which the laws have coustantly, but imperfe 








un- 

ken to control for many vears; ndéthing more. 
fhis amendment proposes to extend over the national domain th 
tection of a constitutional inhibition of the destructive tendencies 


rs when made and used for purposes which have been proved 


imental to society, and which many of the States of the 
ive endeavored vainly to restrict and destroy. 


That has been demon- 
While one State prohibits, another mannfact- 
The appetite already exists. 1t increases and 
omes hereditary. More than one hundred and sixty thou 
ns and tippling-places educate the children of America in 
of intoxication, and the appetite will crush the imaginary lines 
legislation erectsagainst the introduetionof this evil mer 
,even as the billows of the lake which burneth with fire and 
e might be supposed to bury and consume the paper on which 
is written. The manufacture and the appetite act 
t uponeach other. The demand creates the supply, and con 

vel “Give! Give!” The supply 
ilatedand perpetuated, It will always continue unless stopped 
the nnion of persuasion and compulsion, because of its Incrative 


¢ but a general law ean be eflicient. 
yexperience, 





S. 


ite 


it risiation 


es out 


e,and because the appetite for strong drink when once estab- | 


i lives with an infernal immortality through successive gener- 
sof men. 
irent. True that behind legal enactments, as in all other cases 
e public evils and crimes are prohibited by law, must be public 
Which is the basis of all law in a free country where the 

le rule, and publie opinion is the creature of experience, a1 
ut, discussion, and personal appeal—in short, of ‘moral suasio 
these agencies are called in their application to the subject of in- 
perate vice in the use of spirituous liquors. “ Moral suasion” 
precede the law, and accompany and assist in its enforcement. 
ey areallies. The one grows out of the other just as the law against 
it grows out of the universal sentiment of mankind that theft is 
ng and a public evil which must be prevented by the forces of 





YW 


Laws to protect society against intoxication inevitably grow out of 
| suasion, if there isenough of it to arouse the general conscience 
dt} 
wrongs intlieted by alcohol upon society at large. Thus itisthat 
! tor more of moral snasion and less of law is a contradiction of 

(hese forees are in harmony like a father and son in a part 


y upon the platform, through the press, and by private solicita- 
nd appeal. And for any person to ery ont against a law 

ot mtoxieating liquors in society which can never have been 
at all but in consequence of moral suasion, and say that it 
s the canse because you cannot compel men to do right against 
r will, isto say that all crime and every publie evil shall go fre 
the law; not only that, but that society shall aband 


against 





ve and preventive means for the protection of those who 











Thus it is that the necessity of legal enactment is | 
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or manufacture is thus | 




















la liacture might loca ed, but 1b we al ‘ st i i 
efforts of State leg \ ‘ hel ild t s be sub 
thwarted 
Avra supposing that « State and ritory in the country 
should suppress the: fa re, and I from rvauds | 
transierred the manufacture, with the immense capital engaged in it, 
to a foreign country to which we should first export our corn and 
rye and wheat to be returned in the form of import d | juors to thie 
dry throats of American consumers. Thus should retain the evil 
after depriving ourselves of the revenues derived from it Now, since 
cislation carnot interfere with the n ufacture outside its 
ts, nor perhaps | sown ts exportation to other 
inl as ke domestie and fl ‘ trolled b 
the General Government, it is apparent that any legal ena ent 
which goes to the root of the matter must be ut il in its scope 
andecharacter. tro far as the exportation to other countries is « 
cerned, while I do not say tl it it eonld t be still carried on wit! 
out great evil to our own people, : from the waste of material 
and the perversion of capital ( from ful purposes, yet to 
continue to peison n ] d at large with what we had prohibited to 
ourselves would be like pedd x off to r neighbors the conta 
nated and fatal garments which we might have had left after tl 
small-pox or yellow fever had run through our own fam 
As a means of suppression, the power to arrest the article 
is hardly less import unt than that to pre tthe manufac ! 
sale ; but this power can never be ¢ tive exe) ed so ] } 
United States protects the trar rtation of ardent spirits to the int 
extent as othe 1 forms of property from one | irt of the cc itry to 
other, Experience has demonstrated the impossibility of prev 
when there is a chance to procure mia hile a the ini nel 
} avenues of transport e& OM 
Again, the power to control the manui T nd mid { 


| 
} 


¢ intelligent apprehension of the people to the enormons losses 


»); the law steps in and enlarges and perpetuates the business | 
i moral suasion has established after years of indefatigable in- | 


he atter us; that not only shall the law abandon the present but | 
2 Og generation, and in faet consistency will re quire thatin the 

‘ mora] suasion itself must be abandoned, since its inevitable result 
‘tormal embodiment of its teachings in general law, as soon as it 
. pr xluced a strong public sentiment upon which law can 1 : 
‘Wich will enforce the law. 











distilled alcoholic liquors is to be found under e head of e) 
power of governm« nt, as it is called, which is vested } iril t] 
several States: and in order that this power he exer ed by the na 
tron at large, except in the Distr t of ( iwnimbia il t] rerritor 
the Constitution must first be amended so as to e the national 
Government the right t CO-OP rate with the State eentorcement 
of that power for the restriction of this traflic There is no valid ob 
jection to the enlargement or char of national j dietion in th 
respect, as will appear from an inspection of the Constitution as if no 
stands, rhe power ali uly tsovert internal police of . es 
so faras to protect tleol prom fc ! nnrnose f be Sh 
ean be manufactured and transported The ¢ tion now ty 
feres with the internal police of every State which may ae «tnt 
‘ish iquor from its borders for the publie good, by protect revel 
other State which sees fit to enconrave the traflie in the prodnet 
and transportation of this substance as a com ul of ki as 
commerce, and compels each State to allow its importatior | 
from foreign countries and r Stat n hake kt 7" 
ritorial limits of a State can no more 7 ent its ¢ ril . 
through the dram-shop tha you can arrest the pr ' of storm 
by a geographical line. So it is that the Co t ‘ en 
Interfere in the most potent id specitie mat \ 
police of the States upor this all important sul t 

Thus it appears, first, that the evil ¢ Iv be effect ] Saal 
by national legislatio inl nd. that such ] itio ' he of 
a constitutional charactet It further appears that t! the { 
of no new power over t te? 1 ww of tl} « it p a 
modification for the general welfare of a power already possess 
the national Government, wv ] s now being exer 1 to t! ll 
struction of the efforts of the States to extirpate a prolit yr f 

na « it! The Const ntion of tt | + Seat 
s been frou beginning i jaw for t 

stricted manufacture. sale tion.e ortat mil el lt 
po fat ( It thereat leg I S¢ 
perance in thise t to It ism I 
notever mere ( ] ] t CPO" { 
— wwe bet ‘ ‘ ' 
} in tl natio l« i tio 
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must be an it vent apprehension of 
remedied, and that the nation as such 

a practical measnre proposed, 
hich the efforts of the people can 
must | n it 
ate the public faith, nor assail 
engaged in what the nation 


leg 
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e its nature, but 


radical i 
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rights nor vie 


,asa ate 
country. If the 
t itself wear the hood 
destroy property rights vested in 
ing ample time 


t t} 


he coffer 


n destruction it mu 


it 


ismtion or wit 
ther and less pernicious industries. 


if 


hout griy 


iif AY TRA 

in form, gave it 
it had been proposed to make 
would 
ure must in- 
the States, 
hin their own bor- 
And, t 
2 one which, appealing to 
country, 
iversilied 


al provision, which, 
it 


wlf never 


tional restrietion. nally, 
must | 

oe 
Whole 


all classes in the 


e ol aaoption by the widely d 
ts of this v nd of in- 
the land. Such a measure I have 
Ithough it may be full of imperfections, I 
lhiturn the attention of greater powers 
or 


ral crime 


men ist 1 


tion, a 


iw ol 


minent gentlemen who have charge 
uppression of this natio 


ntion. [desire to call specific 
amendment to the C 
n judgment, 


nd with some 


proposed mn- 
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public mi 


s I I Ss AMENDMENT 


rmendment, and not a measure of 

nder the Constitution as it now is, 

i to show that whatever the nation 
the evils perpetrated | 

in the Constitution itsel 


Congre 


said enoug! 


rv alcohol 


L. 


ippression of 


hanve 


use shall take effect is so far in 
all; certainly not es- 
rof a century ts sufficient toevery man- 
on and harmful pursuits. 
the merehant marine of the 
‘slave trade, even if ratified at 
atification may take place. 
is still or convert his ma- 
It will cover the average period 
and I doubt whether there 
at his son should follow the 
lled to remain, and the im 
luce his family to beggary. 
import trade could be very 
notice, while the 
hand. 


njustice is often done in publie diseus- 


the first cla 


ll 


all 


rights will not sutter 
quarts 


to other less 


rave to 


pital trot 


tire generation, 
who desires tl 
nself feels compe 
ch would re 
and 
ibn 


} 
l out his stock on 


1e wholesale 
uch shorter 
Ime to sel 
rreat 
he wholesale denunciations and uncharitable, 
and even brutal, epithets which are hurled at 
in citizens Who are engaged in one branch 
Phey are men like ourselves, often 
who assail them, and nothing is gained by the 
by leetures which would disgrace a fish 
iblic measures by scurrilous attacks upon 


ition which, however hostile to the interests 


S 


‘ ed in the Constitution of our country—a 
thet \W Franklin, and 


prov which we derive 


ashington, 


- ‘ 
unes ot 


he broad isions of 


e power to attack our fellow-men with a lice eof t 
st p tothe publ ve reas the license of 
irum. Tam satisfied that very large numbers of men w) 
e bound up in the liquor traftic wonld themselves 
e, if they were not repelled as criminals, with the 
ites of the te mperance cause in some broad meas 
sit will enable them to avoid pecuniary rnin, will, at 





generations from the storm of fire a 
stone which is pelting ours like that which fell upon Sodom 
morrah and left them at the bottom of the Dead Sea. 


, protect the coming 


THE CONSUME 


Ag 


iin, the consumer, he who complains that you assault his ) 
hood, his personal liberty, that you lock up hismouth wit 


nary law, that you tran ple upon his God given freedor 
deprive him of his rum, whisky, brandy, and gin, when y 

with his right to get drunk, to be drunk, and to help others 4 
drunk like himself, even this man cannot complain, for bi 


ill be in his grave. Avd I have never yet se 

tedto transmit hisright to be destroyed by sti 

to his son. There is hardly Victim of mtemperance on t + 

nent to-day will not vote to save his son from the dread{ 

petite which chains h to his fate. The parental sentiment « 

country will ery out for this amendment and the instinets of 

ture will crowd to the ballot-boxes of the land tosave the « 

I tirmly believe that if Congress will only 

the American people the opportunity to act on this proposed any 

ment, it would win upon a popular vote after two years’ discuss 
But there is no form in which the appeal can be made but 

subimissionofan amendment fromthe National 

at large, and why should not the opportunity 

left with the people themselves? 

| The importation of liquors is now the subject of treaty sti 

| with France and other countries, but we have the unquesti 
right to abrogate the se treaties after reasonable notice Every 
has this right, and [ allude to it only because I have heard the ¢ 
ence of these treaties suggested as an obstacle to the adopt 
amendment. 


Again, this reso‘ution proposes to prevent the 


year 1900 he w 
even who wat 
a 
who 


im 








na 


of the ages to come. 





Legislature tot 


be given and 


MANUFACTURI 
[think it is apparent that there can be no permanent tempera 
form in this country so long as the manufacture is free. 

Iam not aware of the existence of any law in any State \ 
terferes with the unrestricted manufacture of dist 
purpose. Whateveris made will be sold; and if it is righ 
or prohibit the sale for any use, it must be right to regulate or | 
the manufacture for the same use, and if it is possible to re 


illed spirit ! 








rrevent the sale after the article has been distributed into a1 
ocalities all over the country, it is comparatively easy to « 
manufacture, which necessarily must be carried on where lary 
of capital are concentrated. Granted that individuals will 
ure theirown poison, yet they must doit in secret and under 


I 
t 
} 
i 

















ficnities and public reprobation that comparatively small i w 
result. And if it is possible to regulate the sale, and success! 
even with approximate success to restrict the sale to leg 
necessary uses in detached States, as has been so largely d 
under all the embarrassments of existing laws anda public sent 
none too sensitive and never hereafter to be less so than no 
much easier will it be to regulate and control the manuf 
licenses from the States or from the General Government, as s 

} be found best in practice. Especially would this be so when | 
control of transportation every particle made could be trace 
proper and authorized dealers or custodians throughout the 
It would be impossible to conceal the manufacture if carried on to 





Nothing can reach the manufacturer but a ec 
first, as before observed 


injurious extent. 
tutional amendment, for two reasons: 
Constitution now recognizes ardent spirits forall uses to be pr 
| and, second, no matter how strictly any State law might pr 
its suppression, capital could locate in some other jurisdiction, 1 
other State or Territory, or in some foreign state, and create the 
ply which the drinking appetite of the consumer demands 
Again it will be observed that the proposed prohibition by the 
| tion 
| EXTENDS ONLY TO DISTILLED 
| alcoholic liquors. 
| somewhat divided upon the question whether the use of fe1 
| and brewed liquorsas a beverage is or is not beneficial to the ¢ 
| have before alluded to the fact that there is high medical aut 
| 


or the position that domestic wines, cider, ale, and beer are n 


The advocates of temperance are themselves 


I 
f 
{ 


ul in themselves, when not used in positive excess, and rendered s 
in the same way that the system is injured by gormandizi \ 
gluttony. There is also a strong impression, however grom iLless 


may 
nineteenth century, and that its use in the milder forms na 
vents more general indulgence in distilled liquors, with their ter! 
destructive powers. Such a belief is a fact, although the 
} it may be false. 


be, that a mild stimulant is essential to the civilization ot t 


mee 


erou 
S 


But all men who believe in restrictive legislation of any kind ¢ 
i} cur in the assertion that the use of distilled aleoholic drinks Ist 


. . . ? ‘ ' “ 
source of the great mass of the evil which intemperance inflicts Uped 








_——————— 


; wintry. and all classes of men who advocate 


it is believed, support this proposition ; 
} 


legislation of any 
1 some because they 
t goes just fare nough, others because they believe it is better 
hing and will lead ulti itely t»> the desired end. The latter 

well ask themselves the question : “If we prevent the coun- 


ng the first step, how can we expect it ever to take 





iy 


m t 


] 
aki 


No doubt 

least for the time being, the consumption of brewed and 
but, on the other hand, it should be remembered 
the general improvement of public sentiment which must attend 
ne and earnest agitation of the subject before even this proposi- 
will become a part of the law of the land will strengthen the 
hands of those who oppose the intemperate use of the milder intox- 


r beverages. 


he third section relates to the first, and is designed to keep this 


the extinction of distilled liquors as a beverage will in- 


ented drinks; 








proposition 
ae FOREVER BEFORE THE COUNTRY, 
ras there is a foe to alcohol init, and to save every advantage 
ned until ratification is an accomplished fact. It cannot be 
expected that this great work will be accomplished in one year, o1 
o: but if, in 1890, the amendment is not ratified, then it to 
) effect ten years after its ratification, whenever that devoutly 
wished consummation is realized. Every position gained will 
ld. Whatever question might arise from lapse of time as to the 
p uued pendency of the proposition before the American people, or 
the power which has been claimed of a State to withdraw its as- 
amendment at any time before ratification by tbe constitu- 
hree-fourths of the States, is entirely obviated by the distinct 
sion of the pending proposition itself. 
his Congress, orif any subsequent Congress, willsubmit this pro 
posed ame ndment to the people of the country for action, there will 
never be necessity for another planof battle. Whenever this one isear 
ried out the vietory will be complete. There can such thing 
pulse, as the loss of strategic points or of defeat just as victory 
begins To dawn. 
rhe language employed in stating the 
EXCEPTED PURPOSES 


is ro 


sent to an 


be no 


AND USES 
,as broad and comprehensive as any which can be devised and 
the same time secure the object of the amendment. The term arts 
des cooking aud all the common, useful, industrial, and preserv- 
purposes Which are known and practiced by the people, as well 
the fine arts and the more intricate and recondite processes of the 
watory. ‘The term medicinal must cover every occasion for the use 
ilecohol as a remedy for physical infirmity, whether of man or beast, 
and I think the statement of specific excepted uses and purposes for 
which production and traffic may be continued better than the 
re prohibition thereof for use as a “beverage.” The medicinal use 
is necessarily sometimes as a beverage, although the proper use as a 
erage is always medicinal. Possibly it would follow that the pro- 
nof the use as a beverage might interfere with its medicinal 
cation in some In all the statutes which [ have seen the 
choice of terms is bet ween the word “ beverage,” on the one hand, leav- 
ng the article to unrestricted use for all other purposes, and a general 
prohibition for all purposes, with exception only of those recognized 
cases of necessity which being definitely known could be provided 
for, and thus the abuses which might arise in the other method of 

statement be avoided, 


which the manufacture and traffic would still legally exist is, I 


Cases. 





THE SECOND SECTION EXPRESSLY GUARDS, 


1 
and in 


some respects increases, the jurisdiction of the States as it now 


‘ists over the subject-matter, and negatives any license of the traf- 
tie by 


mi 


1 uplication until the ratification of the proposed amendment. 
I'rne, there could be no real license implied by the proposal of this 
mendment to the States, but it might be construed as a denial by 
ingress of the right of the States to regulate or suppress the traffic 
tothe extent which they are now conceded to possess that power. It 
f irther contains a concession by Congress of power to the States and 
lerritories to suppress the manufacture, transportation, and sale of 
liquors, and to exelude them from State and territorial limits, 
vlich they have never yet exercised tomy knowledge. Whether this 
would have the feree of law as against existing constitutional rights 
iy hot be a serious question, but it would probably prevent any in- 
erierence by legislation on the part of Congress with any action on 
the part of the States or Territories, unless it shonld clearly be re- 
(uired by the Constitution as it now exists. Whatever powers the 
National Government now possesses, such as the right to abrogate or 


( 





ter 





regulate the traffic in the District of Columbia and in the Territories, 
ind to make its exclusion forever from the Territories apart of their 
fi damental law, and to impose such a condition as inseparable to 
their admission as States, are expressly reserved. At the same time 
all the rights which any one engaged in the traffic now has under 
State laws are carefully preserved to him so long as his State shall 

(see fit to interfere with him; at least until the first section takes 
t t, and that does not interfere with fermented liqnors at all. 

Phe amendment earefully preserves the poli e power ol t] state 
‘ the whole subject by providing that Congress shall enforce it 
_ In case of needful legislation. It is designed to leave the whole 
watter 


r, concurrently with the General Government, still in the power 
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of the States re spective Ivy. conten pl iting no interference with local 
machinery and methods « sit should become imperatively neces- 
sary; and it is not probable that much active it rence by the 
National Government would « be 1 ad As. it hey d cat : 
of the great rights of the Ar in cit en, legislation, the « rts 
their processes, ind the nis il oflicers of the States are genet 
ally sufficient to protect, so this matter the fact that the broad 
wegis of the Constitution protected the Ame in peop from th 
curse of this traflic would secure the ample enforcement of its bene 
cent provisions by loeal authorities throughout the land 

Nor can there be any valid objection to this legislation based upon 
the doctrine of 


STATE RIGHTS 


for the Constitution now asserts and exercises the power to substan- 


tially conirol or thwart the pol ce power of the States by rendering 
The polic 
abridged in a most 
The deadliest foe ial 
is placed under the protection of the na 
tional Constitution, and the State must subordinate its process to the 
rights of rum, protected by the national power. This amendment 
proposes to repeal those restrictions upon the rights of States to gov 
and substit ovisions in harmony with the 
gislation and the 


ree the police power of the States act 


nugatory their efforts to regulate and suppress the ev 
powers of the States are thus really nullitied or 
lmportant, nay a matterof vital 
happiness and public order 


, concern 


of soe 


ern themselves, ite pr 


I State | 


te! 
lencie anliohte tar + t 
dencies of enlightenec interests of society 


and ‘hus it proposes to re-infi 


for the public good. This certainly at the worst is no greater restric 
tion of the powers of the States than now exists in the Constitution 
| by virtue of the protection given to the liquor interests against which 


the States, so many of them, wage war. And it is diffic 
ot States 1 


ilt to see why 
an advocate 





iould be satistied with the Constitution 


as it is, and then complain when it is proposed to change the Consti 
tution so as to give the States still greater power to restriet and con- 
trol an evilover which but for this Constitution the States would have 


absolute power. 


| claimed that the poli V 


| the use of ** moral suasion,’ 


| wiser than the mass of those for 


It seems to me that this is a sufficient 
that they desire to s ippress the evil, object to 
power for that purpose. If the real 
would relieve the liq ior traftie of all le 
then this view of States’ rights will not be 
be satistied with 


lv to those who, claim ne 
an of 
diflienlty is that the objector 
val disabilities, whether State 


re} 


increase State 


or national, 


He will then 


dle 


satisfactory. 


no constitutional amendment which 
does not ‘police State 

with the evils of alcoholic inte Inperance. 
too much abused in these latter d Lys, and honest men should examine 


well the motives and prete 


stroy all power,” ional, to interfere 


‘States’ 1 


ights 


Is aterm 


judices ¢ 


nses of those who app al to pre} 


gendered by controversies which, with their causes, are vanished 
away We certainly are a nation to such extent that a vast evil 
which contaminates the atmosphere of the continent can be assailed 
with national power, especially when it can be reached successfully 
in no other way, and the method proposed leaves to the States the 


execution of the 


chosen way 


yreat W hey will perforin it in their own self 


I deem it important to offer son 
efiiciency ot the 


1e observations upon the policy a 


l IPLI PROT ION 


| It i 
of prohibition by law does not d 
that human 
reedom; that legal 
iid drunkenness and 


I 
1) 
bile Conscel 





as applied to the suppression 





iminish the 
consumption of intoxl 
terference with perso! il 
nullity, and in the e 
creased ; that the pu 
of obligation to obey the laws of the 
ot 


observed, however, 


ating drinks; nature reser 


restriction become 4 ih 


its attendant ey 
nee becomes hardened, and the ser 
land is blunted, soth 


than 


at this argu 


that man (and nation) is we the first.” 
rule, th 


by those whose interests o1 pri 


state rse 
nt is seldom advanced 
them ¢ to 
evils of 


intemperance. Asarule, restrictive laws are opposed by the class of 


as a 


uciples ineline ven so far as 


is it is termed, to ¢ Xtirpate the 
people who never resort to moral suasion thems¢ lves, and who stand 
in need of both legal and moral 
either their 


these people believe in th 


counteract the tendencs 


h. How 


tive laws which the 


suasion to 





ol own Interests or appt tites or bot 


r position t] 


oppose increase the evil upon which the; 


sincerely 





it rest 





rie 


thrive, every one is to judye 


forhimself. But there are a few who honestly entertain that opi 

True that no law is operative except as it is made so by public opinion, 
but the enactment of an evidently wise and necessary law should 
often precede in order that if may assist in forming p iblie Opinion. 


Every step forward ne 


progress. 


essarily precedes and draws a 


mye the ear of 


Le vislators are sUuppo ed to be selected because they are 
vhom they make laws; but of what 


they 


use are they if, having more wisdom, are never to exercise it 
until moral suasion has raised the virtue of the people so high that 
the evil has disappe ar d and consequently the laws are unnecessary ? 
Laws presuppose something wrong to be prohibited, and it does 
not follow that thre \ ret ma ae pealed or even ie t enacted it! y 
because the sentiment of a particul or even t! me 1 « 
munity, for the time ‘ opel 
tion and the eff to rood Law 
dow ( he ble rs if froin ( ( ( 
ate a public Opinion wh 1 nate:.y W nake ft ' 
operative. Probably ( » criminal t LLt eh 
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I would ear 
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Prohibition | 
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ected with 





comy 


he ch irge of murder 
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LOUTLEAS 


HE CON 





You of < ery juryman upon his oath whether 
} il pu : t In re | s selected to pass upon 
ves the e of his fellow-nman Phat man is 

( ho « t believe the law. In the 

i 0 i to the entoreement ¢ restraining 


} 
and there 





‘ \ 
vn to follow out this train of thought. Iwish to re- 
fact that there is no difference in principle, but 
of its applicat between laws which restrain and 
prohibit the use of intoxicating liquors, so that 
yo only between those who would have some law 
ild have no law whatlerei upon the subje ct. Now 





d people. and I venture the assertion that there 
e sel iIsiV ntoxicat v liq iors have existed which 











solutely impossible to preserve the structure of so 
ral restriction Certainly there has been none in mod 
rr none to-day so far as I know 
e or two instances in the recent history of the An 
re S84 of the Recorp, Senator Morrill, now the dis 
iry of tl Treasury, said 
4 CAT is when the « try w i 
\ the Seeretary of the 7 asuryv. Mr 
f sof sustaining the public credit, one of the 
} wearedoing now; thatis, to raise a re 
til nofa al ‘ta | 
i eofa he dri ed it 4 
| fore it ome port ‘ 
Th then low 
t 1 xl we ca In t nation of 
sit t ‘ ] ted, and is a matter of his 
( ‘ i va {torth 
} pita th iny other people upon tl 
ted f ti t! ] cio effects of t Val 
‘ W “ ‘ tal the pains to look to 
t t to er-it spraz tr f 
‘ i ! | ail t nt 
‘ t of t ‘ ry in al Lic at 
i , ; « ( 7.461 The 
l the S rort ot % Is 
. ' 












verience of England, v h was 
| after depicting the terrible result wel 
vs 
4 ilas for w t d rbill. It 
ent its val cour nance t ind en 
he production, of course vou ¢ t, Senators will see 
’ sale It hecomes popular, it is taken out of the 
I bhi I this + tle torical account 
: rel t t fleet Ido 
\ but Is! l ppose the distillation was 
) try 
s ! d fro i 1. What hero 8 
a w bevond ntrover invthing has ever been 
tha ee-fourt ft pauperism is attributable directly 
drinks, and ‘ vu . the er 
7 iret l ‘ t! 1 1 
ne« ‘ »it. \ I etl other agencies 
ct of col ce drit pon tl ind morals and 
1 ‘ ‘ reine j time ide Gnd partu 
vy call ttention to the able debate in the Senate 
3 taken, and in which several of the mest distin 





nation participated. The result was the passing 
ra committee of lnquiry el ewhere referred to, 
EXPERIENCE OF ENGLAND 
the beer law and in other instances is exactly sim 
United States Phe removal of restrictions and 
} ess by the Government expands the evil just 
evita s the removal of the dam lets out the 
een more honestly and thoronghly tried in the State 
where else in America o1 Euro} 


ve, except haps 
L i 


per 





| distilled liqnors. 





iy 
rin 


ESSIONAL I 
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timony tothe fac 


} nr! + 
LOTTA 


tes 


LUIS CVidence 


prohibit, I wish to ade 


whicl 


h conti 


andstr 
if such are the comparative results between these 
of the re 
! might oppose thewhu 


putterings of the 





ists the systems of prohibitio: 


consequence moval ¢ 


sto! 


the 


winds and tornados 


voiced pl antl 


gentle mellow 


rkeepers 


aurant 


ju and wines 
rewers and malst« 


1 recti 


Distillers and 





Ra 
Res 
] 

J rs 


ers 


In Maine the keepers of restaurants do not se 
New Jersey they almost universally do. 





626.015: that of New Jersey was 006,096. 
In November, 1°67, Massachusetts repealed her pr 


from the inexor 


yhibitor 


iIngent lice 


» What wo 


fa restrictions save ¢ 


ll liquors 


“Liquors and 
Maine refers to State liquor agents. The population of 


VI 


In his message to the Legislature, January, 1°69, the gov: 


rm 











Phe increase of drunkenness and crime durin last six 
vith the same period of 1#67,is very 1 ked ane isive ast i 
a Ihe State prisons, jails, and houses of correction are being ra 
‘ soon require enl Laccommoda I f the com ments co 
is they have since the sent law (a license law) went into force 
Ve} 


itl 


Although this amendment does not propose to 
fermented liquors any further tl 


an to remit their 


interfer 


Than 


fully to the several States, it not being believed by me 


ciently clear that the prohibition of the manufact 


liquors should be attempted by national enactment 





sentiment is so considerable in favor of their bet 


ure a 





so ’ 


weheent ¢ 


On the 


properly used, and in consideration of the comparative! 
and danger which arise from their abuse, yet uy 
the actual eff tof prol ibitory laws upon the traflic the stat 


trade in fermented drinks are as logically illustr 
Take then the testimony of the 1 
In the fifteenth annual re port of the United 
ation, held at Cincinnati, June 1875, they passed t 


Stat 


tal 


ative is 
rewerst 
es Bre 


hese reso 


Resolved, That where restrictive prohibitory enactments exist, ¢ 
re be taken to oppose, resist, and repeal them 


tis further resolved, That politicians favoring prol 


as candidates for 





be everywhere sti 
ore so if it be found that their personal habits do not ¢ 


themselves otlee 








In an address before the 


the 


convention it was state 





Vv severe 


States 


is injury which the brew 

Chen follow data from various States proving t 

This testimony shows the hollow insincerity of { 
that prohibitory laws do not tend to eradicate the 
ance. Legal prohibition and moral suasion opet 
Moses and the Gospel of Christ. 
fill each other. And to assert that 
therefore there should be no law, is to assert 
law 


th: 


iibit 


emu 


ntorm t 
mtorm to 





“dl: 


rs have received in the s 


he asse1 
bs 


hea ul 
eCVils ot 


They act and react uy 

law does not d stroy this ¢ 
if 
against no evil whatever, since not one based upon the 


there 


any appetite or passion of man has ever yet been absolut: 


pated. Doubtless the appetite for stinrulants will 
fication by excess; but society can protect itself 
that excess only by the most strenuous measures 
that terrifie agency which the last two hundred 
into such common use that its blasting power over 
and highest civilizations of earth has become 
threatens with destruction the future of the 
United States are concerned, (the people of each 
it as they please,) even then there will remain alcol 
forms which were the most powerful used for tive 


dred years, and in this form aleohol was the cur 


mankind. Evasions of this law as of all other la 


and there 

of any right which a contirmed toper may desire 
own personal comfort. Sources of gratification t 
bbe found. But 


complished forthe ma 


st 


uture belongs, 


innocent ones to whom the great f g 

he that would bequeath them the awful inhei 
woe which is amassed and increasing daily on Amée 
a brute i 


to 


ndeed. 
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race. 


always s 
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to rem 
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the faire 
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thousand fi 
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it is to be hoped that something would 
ss of our fellow-men, and particula 



































APPENDIX TO TIE 


THEORIES OF PERSONAL LIBERTY, ET 


a theory of personal liberty which, sanctioned by the great 


JOUN STUART 


MILI 


Humboldt and others of less distine ad 
> the insuperable objection to all legislation which strikes at 


alcohol as a beverage. 


on, has been 


\I » his work on Civil Liberty, pages 170 to 173, thus states that 
M 
‘ y in his vigorous Way: 
ire in our own day gross usurpations upon the liberty of private hfe ac 
yore ced and still greater ones threatened with some expectations of success 


s proposed which assert an unlimited right in the public not only to pro 
iweverything which it thinks wrong, but in order to get at what it thinks 


ibit any number of things which it admits to be innocent 


the name of preventing intemperance the people of one Euglish colony 
arly one-half the United States, have been interdicted by law frou 
wv use Whatever of fermented drinks except for medicinal purposes ; for 

7 i their sale is in fact, as it is intended to b rohibitic of their u The 
ent complained of is not on the liberty of the seller, but on that of the 


d cous 


mer; since the state might just as well forbid him to drink wine 


ke it impossible for hom to obtain it. 


lant 


s yu 


Governor Andrew cites this passage, and so do defenders of the traf 
as decisive authority upon the subjcet, and it is doubt- 
hivhest that heean cite. The common sense of the American 
e would, however, hardly accept without question all the social, 
, religious, or irreligious theories of Mr. Mill, and I respect- 
ydemur toany theory which results in the ruin of my fellow-men. 
r fruits shall ye know them. That is the only rule by which 
tical legislator has any right to test the theories of great or 









ttie men. 

But what doeseven Mill himself say ? He asserts, in the first place, 
wl is a positive error, so far as the grounds of this amendment are 
‘ erned. Ido not assert the right in order to get at what I think 

‘to prohibit any number of things which I admit to be right.” 
I means Whatever. I admit the manufacture, importation, and 


if alcohol in the form of distillation for certain necessary purposes, 
rthem only, to be legitimate, and convenient, if not necessary, 
entitled to protection and subject to regulation by law only for pur- 
poses of taxation like other property and to preventits application to 
therdangerous and destructive uses which injure and often ruin man- 
Pheright toregulate the legitimate nse and to prevent the abuse 

st exactly the same right which government has to protect every 
man in the use of fire for his happiness, and to probibit both himself 
dothers from using it as the agent of wantondestruction to the lives 
rty of society at large. No more, no less. 
, Which may be put to good uses. 





prope 


Aleoholisa poi- 
When an individual puts this 


son toa bad use the law has the right to interfere, and those who 
make it have the right to enact the law so that it may interfere; to 
not “any number of things which it admits to be innocent,” 

le use of an active means of self and social destruction. Thus 


sclear that Mr. Mill, if he means us, has miscouceived his form of 
on and must either bring a new suit or abandon his case. 
jut he goes on to illustrate and apply what he means by his gen- 
eral proposition above stated. Hesays “the use of fermented liquors 
s been interdicted except for medicinal use,” &e. 
ment does not intermeddle with their use at all. It is not designed 
It is not designed to raise that diffienlt question upon which 
mankind is divided. True, it increases the police power of the States 
wm indirectly, but not ina way to restrict their use unless pub- 
ment of the State requires it. 
of the power of internal State police. 
power, 


{ 


| 





This is done by an increase 
It is a surrender of national 
It is a concession to the States of a power of interstate and 
reign commerce, It only strikes at what all,or nearly all, men con 
cede to be a most terrible national evil which ought to be suppressed 
ud which cannot be effectually regulated except by a national pro- 
tion, which must take the form of an amendment to the Consti- 
mn. Tam sure that it will be conceded that the citation from Mr. 
lis irrelevant. 


| 
Mi 
BARON VON HUMBOLDT 
s also qnoted by Governor Andrew and others. 
Duties of Government, page 171, where he says: 
Phe te may content itself with exercising the 


See his 


“Mt most watchful vigilance 


of 











y unlawful project and defeating it before it has been put into execution; or 

1 further, it may prohibit actions which are harmless in themselves, but 
t 0 the commission of crimes or atford opportunity for resolving npon 
il us. This latter policy again tends to encroach on the liberty of the 


‘ +; manifests adistrust on the part of the State which uot only operates hurt 
on the character of the citizens but goes to defeat the ver All 


the State may do without frustrati hing on 





end in view 
Fits own end, and without encroac 









‘Teegom Of its citizens, is therefore restricted to the former course ; that is, the 
5 ests irve illance of every transgression of the law, either already commi a 
: esolved on; and as this cannot properly be called preventing the causes of 
: I think I may safely assert that this prevention of criminal aczions is W holly 
*Peign to the State's proper sphere of activity. 
_ Lhe essence of allthis seems to be in the concluding idea, viz: that 
tha tet * te ° 
i State cannot legislate by imposing burdens or restrictions upon 
fie individual, the object of which is to prevent the causes of crine. 


pposing this to be so, does it reach the foundations of legis 
restricting the evils resulting from the use of i 





: Obviously not, unless those evils are simply causes of crime. 
: evils embrace not merely crime against the individual and 
went large, but physical degeneration of the individual and of 


species, Insanity, idiocy, pauperism, every form and degree of 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 














Lill \ tana mn, ] ] L ] 5 4 t ‘ \ i, }) { 
recide and frigh . de 

Now n ny ¢ the : ‘ se of dis eds 3 
exist independently most deploral pub evi | 
would do so even th viuthey did not so ofte ut evel mM 
ot crime, But this pl II + C6 s I case ol 
Cail ses ol ( bite alone i l s il tt pre 4 ti ot the sO 
evils is not within the powse the Sta e, then I am at loss to see 
what forms of preventive legislation are possible Che doctrine is 
universal license and anarchy, if it is to] inderstood to cover the 
ground which is claimed for it It not only abolishes the old truth, 
Which, however homely in its « x pression, is the basis of the great maas 
of the laws to which society owes its happiness and all hope of future 
improvement—that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cur 
Cannot legislate to prevent the causes of crime without violating 
personal liberty! Then personal liberty, which does not include 
the right to commit crime, does include the right to se it to 
be committed, But the great Humboldt is misquoted, for observe the 


confusion of thought and the utt 


t itter nonsense of his language if itis 
to be construed as covering this case. I revere his intellectual power, 
but there is only one God, and the man who undertakes to construct 
a universe or a Kosmos will not always manifest the attributes of the 
Almighty. He says ‘that the State is restricted to the strictest sur 
veillance of every transgr m of the law, either already committed o1 
only resolved upon.” But this is a question of the orig il enactment 
the creation of a law, not of its violation orof its enforcement Shall 
there be any law at all uponthe subject? What isacrime in theonly 
sense with which we have anything to do?) Why, it is the violation 


of an exsisting law; doing what lready forbidden or 


Is 


a failing to do 
that which isenjoined; or,in Mr. Webster's own words: “An omission 
1of aduty which is comn ded, or the commission of an act which 


But this amend- | 


Sphere and | 





is forbidden by law.” So 
be no crime, and therefore 
violation of which is all 

Now the question between alcol 


as govel 


iment 
crime unt 


that constitutes « 


is concerned 


il there 


there can 


no causes of Ina law, the 


rime, 
heath 


and its opponent 3 W L) 


er there 
shall be any law at all, and the answer to that question depends al 
together upon the consequences which the unrestricted use of alcohol 


exerts upon mankind. Does it or does it not produce such evils in 


sociely as to require oT just fy its restriction by law the creation of 
a law—the violation of which will be a crime? The mere fact that 
a drunken man is more likely to commit murder than a sober man is 
of course ho reason why he sho id be punt shed for being drunk, n 
less there is a law against it. Until there-is a law against it drunk 
enness is no crime. Soif, being drunk, he commits murder, then he is 
to be punished because he has violated the law against taking life, 


not because he wasdrunk. Dt 
for his violation of law. 
But now in this debate comes this question, Is tl 


ink orsober, then, he is to be punished 


inestion he fact that drank 





enness is a state of mind and body which is so bad and dangerous a 
thing of itself for members of society to be in, that voluntarily getting 
into that state should be prol ibited, and is the making and sell r 
that stulf which tempts and makes men to get di for that very 
purpose so bad a thing that the manufacture and sale of it should be 
prohibited by law? And upon that point the facts | have spread ont 
ars pertinent. Todo that which causes three-fourths of all the crimes 
known to the law shonlad itself be made acrnme,. It is bad itself, and 
should therefore be prol ibited by law It i Lquestie f maki \ 
new law, not of enforcing an oldone. It istherefore not at all within 
the reasoning of Von Humboldt, and the citation as an authority 
falls. New laws must be made according to the times Phe daty of 
government is ever the same: to protect society and promote the gen 

eral welfare. The special laws of different nation l ages va u 

cording to the forms in which vice presents itself, and the various 
agencies and forms of destruction with which society ssailed. 
Alcohol is the parent of nearly all the forms of inisery inthis age and of 
three-fourths of the grand aggregate of all the crimes that are known, 
and surely that which producesall these legitimate subject for regu 
lation by law. To say that society shall not control the dram-sl 


which line our streets is to say t 


Pennsylvania ave 


oht to 


Broadwa witl 


nan has the ri 





nue with torpe 


ly 
Ma CL Pape 








clothes from the pe t houses, because the torpedo and old clothes are 
propetty and a legitimate subject of barter and sa 1 that be 
cause the torpedo and garments have their uses when t] preserve 
a people and promote the general welfare, for that reason the Ly 
be used to destroy the nation and peopl ich the ere ‘ rea 
fo preserve. 

It is assumed that because alcohol may be manufactured ind sold 
for some purposes, it follows that it therefore must be permitted for 
all. This is not s Some things are beneficial in every form and 
wav in which they are appropriated to the service of mankind. Other 
things have uses for which they are necessary and beneficial, and 
again their appropriation may be disastrous to society ; and bye 
they become so society, through the la must protect i { \ 
rm ict persoual liber 1 that uchi-abused tert ‘ 

nse of se I « ) ! t ( tod ‘ 

t ra 1 I ) ‘ ‘ 
i CXPeTience nd rejected »OCL St se Wherevel ( 
isted under the dominion of v But the conustitut ' 
hibitory or \ t! tates 











3]; 1 











P of . d IT have previc y endeavored to show that 
t t ‘ neu . et all others, and im- 
| ) jt ood requires. The 
£ i iat ) r; thatits ild 
! ‘ t ti i ed \é ry ihe \ i Nn 
‘ hy YY t { t ( 1 tl ul ou rt 
t ry giving concurrent } er to the nation to make the pro 
! neral and ¢ clent wl ver isolated States shall fail. 
I desire to cite a few sentences from the opinions of 
ul 
‘ this country in the celebrated license cases, The se cases were 
argued by Daniel Webster, Rufus Choate, B. F. Hallett, John P. 
Hale, and others, in favor of the licensees ; and by very able counsel 
‘ he other sie I believe that the opinions are considered by the 
profs on as very ab and well considered The court was upani 
1 d most of the judges delivered separate though according 
opin Phe « sare. weed in} Lloward, 504-633. 
Judyve Tane i LOG 
l t ( i rm he vortat rot 
I vit na 
« ; | Now t St sin 
< I ( prevented , ucted 
t i 1 I orig i i or Ss 
. ) , luty of t rt to declare them 
oor page 7¢ 
ie mace Stud 1 internal tra lent s} s ir s to its 
‘ ni ‘ vl « I I see pb ing in 
; ‘ n preve y cand restraining 
t | sete Pitt 4] el 
On pa TH) 
It opy to me tol er ar that the mere grant of power to the General Govern 
, . ' + s neiples of truction l frued to be anal ut 
j untion to th f¢ power over the ‘ ect by the States 
I call attention to the language in italics as also bearing upon the 
nature of the concurrent and co-operative jurisdiction which this 


amendment proposes to give, both to the States and the nation, over 























the subject-matter of distilled liquors 
Judge MeLean, on pages 588 and following, says: 
I} license laws of Massacl etts are essentially police laws; enactments sim 
pr ure ‘ he State Ag moral 1 Which enlisted 
: le L the mpathies of the public has givennot ty tothis 
f 8 1 and extended it lately beyond its former limit Phe acknowl 
‘ | pow fa Stateext ften to thedestructionof property. A nui 
! ! bn I t prejudicial to the health or morals of a cit 
l ul rom a port where a contagious disease prevails 
i ! lisease may | ccluded an’ in extreme cases may 
I \  Itisa pow ess il to selft-preservation, and exists nec 
‘ ie 1 1 l indeed a law of nature, and is pos 
| l I] Ly res tl idees him harm 
\ t | 1 or app n A it is tl 
4 | of at f ¢ mer r the 1 
l eel oa i t ri 
t rene { In sir 
l x i f powder ‘ i ° These 
f t . In the progre of population, of wealth, 
ence ring whichy re restraints which 
can yisla i , 
Judge Woodbury says, page 630 
A Steins ane .s come within the t itorial ] sof States, whe ron land 
( it « ites cise mid death ul the longer 
es, terms and conditi ree iance, When 
1 t ! «or ith their] r internal commerce, 
of x ill p sand property within their jurisdic 
t | iples of St sovert ty and indispensable to pub- 


It would be « 


isy, SII 


, to multiply authority from all the courts of 
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- —a a 


a 


recondite origin of disease and of the philosophy of suffering 


Spar, as 


wna « 
well as of the sources of vigor and hope and happine 
I 


is placed civilization under the largest debt that is « ' ; 


kind, h 





of the learned orders of society that profe ssion, Sir, has 
to stamp upon alcohol the mark of Cain among poisor I 
murderer of men. That noble profession has brought it to { 
lof the ( apitol, a id charged it with the wholesale death of o 


Phey assailit asthe pestilence which walkethin the darkness and 
wasteth in the noon-day—as the parent of every crime, as thy 


; misery ever full; the prolific source of ignorance, poverty, 


| tion, national rnin—the prime agency of hell on theearth. Ay 
} them come all classes and conditions of men. 


idiocy, insanity in all its dreadful forms, personal ruin, so 





These are not w it 
whose testimony can be denied or gainsaid. I will 


not sp 


|} woman in rags and disheveled hair, with her wan cheek and 


voice, norof her children shivering on the corners of the street. 
ing within the shadow of churches built to the Most High 
price of their blood. It is not fitting here to be s¢ niimental, nor 

J attempt it if permitted. The gravity of the occasion has pass 
ll necessity of resort to tour hy 


imavery. The evilis before 


youd a ing tales and strokes of 
Its infinite extent must be a 
Phere is nothing to be considered but the remedy and its ay 
I have endeavored to present one that seems to me to have 

ot hu pe, 


ls. 


This measure is not proposed by any party that now exists. It; 
that it will encounter opposition from no party whatever. [rt 
been prepared with the knowledge of scarcely any one. | 
responsible for it. It is not the project of “temperance mer 
are sometimes called, whether cerisively or otherwise. On t 


| trary, mistaking its true character and misconceiving its far-1 


} that it is an erasion of the contlict. 


the country, Which assert, LT think, with unvarying uniformity, the 
power of the State to control absolutely the use of alcohol, subject 
only tothe protection ven it by the Constitution of the United 
States, the extent to which it shall be exerted being purely a mat- | 
ter of expedieney, V hile against this power and its exercise can be 
found nothing but the speculations of writers whose theories are 
either untenable or Inapplic able to this or } rhaps any other state of 


society Which can arise until the millennium shall abolish all law by 


the absolute extirpation of evil from among men. 


i 

IN kl AIT A N AND ( NCLUSION, & 
I only wish-farther to say that by the indulgence of the House Ihave 
thus at great but IT hope not at unnecessary length endeavored to 
call the attention of Congress and of the country to the vast and in- 


creasing publ ‘ 


evils which exist in the land, whose origin lies in the 
excessive use of that most powerful poison known as alcohol. Ihave 


} 





not dealt in specitic instances but in masses of fact as they have been 
gathered and accumulated here and there by the statistician, the een- 
5 taker, the flicial investigator, and most of all by that noble pro- 
fession which ses so many of the ablest and best of men—a 
protessic l ry is the gospel of man’s physical and mental 
e, and whose practice is philanthropy applied to the details of 
all human woe—the medical profession, which by its researches in 
the chemical world ond its incessant and protracted pursuit of the | 


and its avoidance of contlict with 


passions of the present time, “temperance men” 


consequences, the interests 
have cor 
I fear that fifteen yearso 
tion will convince such of us as may then bealive that this: 
does not recognize the great power of existing forces whic] 
It should be remembered that no battle is won u 
enemy is driven from his position. He is now intrenched in the ( 
stitution of this country. The battle may go on as it has g 
lilty years, without one single blow being struck at the ma 
of alcohol. Andas hitherto “men may come and men inay go 
thousands may continue to fall on either side, yet the battle 1 
forever undecided, because the struggle, however violent, is 
forever by the recruits of successive generations. There is 
centration of forces upon the main position. Effort 
misdirected. Much of it, to be sure, is not wholly lost. Moral s 
that is, argument and precept and exhortation, from the pulpit 
rostruin, the press, and private admonition—molds public « 
and accomplishes wonders for individual men, but it lacks t] 
ful re-enforeement of national law. That it can never get 
it asks for and demands it. This revolution in national la 
wrought only by years or agitation and efiort. Local senting 
be awakened almost everywhere; in at least two-thirds of t! 
try existing opinion must be reversed before the Constitutis 
country in this respect can be changed. Meanwhile each 
all the power 1t now has over both fermented and distilled | 
and as soon as this measure has been ratified there would be conterred 
upon the States largely increased control over both. Discussior | 
ettort would demand the attention of the nation as such, anda 
centration of the whole army upon a comprehensive plan of bat ) 
carry the citadel would be substituted for isolated and sporad 
fare. And when the battle is ones gained it is won for all tin | 
form of effort is intinitely the best way in which to accomplis 
reform. The facts and arguments upon which the temperance 1 
is based are the same, whether urged to intluence the action of 
individual, the local opinion, or Legislature of a single Stat 
nation at large ; and the moditication of the national Cor 
volves that universal local effort and the creation of that p 
timent everywhere which will result in the enactment and 
ment of prohibitory State and territorial laws. 
Temperance men object because the first clause of this amend 
if adopted does not become operative until 1900. They fear that 
will die without the sight. So they may, but how can they 
until they have tried to see whether they can obtain even this? ( 
sider the past. Be admonished by history. Do not 
by attempting the impracticable. Remember that this is ; 
procure the enactment of a law, which mast carry the heads and hea 
of conservative jurists, of dignified and unconvinced legislators 
the popular vote. This is a different thing from enthusing a] 
assembly under the magnetism of Mr. Gough. Do not forget 
that it isto be the act of the nation ; that, however it may be : 
God and aleohol, however it may be between the maker of ali 
the higher law, yet we as a nation have assured the maker a 
in liquor that he might vest his capital in permanent forms 
might manufacture this article for all purposes whatever, audt 
would protect him in the enjoyment of his capital and the prod 
of his still. We take from his industry yearly vast s { 
of taxation for the support of the Government. True tl 
destruction of national wealth infinitely transcends the advantas 
the tax, but nevertheless we have legalized the trafiic tor a ct 
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is lost lx S 4 
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\ ive we as a nation any right at once to destroy his industry and | 
the distiller and his fi unily upon the street tostarve? Is he not 

itoreasonable notice of the change in the national policy, that 
vradually divert his capital and turn his business capacity it 
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; 5 tle r direction and train his son in some other employment : 
And if this view does not strike you with force, then consider the fur ’ 

rfact that there are more than $500,000,000, probably $1,000,000,000 IN THE Hor REPR Pry 
yested in this traffic to-day in the United States, and that such an is 

est willfor many years to come have sullicient power to defeat any 

sure Which destroys it at once. I 
But liquor makers and sellers are men. Great numbers of them 
ire respectable and honest me a: 3 have no sympathy with the whole dent of t ited 5 
caje denunciation of them as a criminal class. Many of them recog Mr. FAUKLNER. Mr. § 

the dreadful consequences which tlow fromthe business in which | which the C« ‘ ‘ 
ire engaged ; yet it is a lawful business: circumstances over | pl le s of 1 3H 
often they have no control have identifiedthem with it just as | now under our cons _ 
hors have found their way into the pulpit, into Congress, or into | trict andState feelad ue i] 
oeations of life. It is no more just todenounce them as cold- | gard it a duty to to 
rted villains, intent upon nothing but the destruction of mankind, | Lam not surprised t t ser t ‘ 
in it is toassail the personal integrity of every man who ever owned | at the « ids wl rl 
e. If approached in a proper spirit with h peOpon d reform in | ering over our polit \ ( t 
hey should be recognized as men and invited and urged upon | those dangers 
erations Which must influence any humane being, and which | Government, a 
vive them a chance to save themselves and their families, I be- | otherwise, must ‘ 

eve that the actual co operation ol luanhy liquor makers and sellers institutions 

ild be secured. Standing, thet { : ; ; 1 

Since the introduction of this resolution it las been attacked \ it | 

sible effort tocurry favor with the prohibitory sentiment o ize, to 
trvand at the same time ‘eekh ates to the “beer element.” It | tranquillity of the | ere 
4 ih thi This measure is not of that radical nature to com- | display of at ! ve Yet [1 
| the vehement approbation of what are known as | rohibitory | convictions of t] t,« es 
hough it must and I trust will command increasingly their ap- | upon me as a repr i 
But the question of the manufacture and use of fermented | convictions of pub ( 
s left where it now is, with the States, because it is medically |} of my action to the 
iopen question whether the restricted use of such liquors isnot | gent peopl 
al to the people, althongh their use is fast becoming « xcesslve From the ear - ( 

lan abuse. But there is very slight d erence of opinion as to th hour, all who bave 

estructive tendency of distilled liquors as administered by the “laity,” | have reached th tid ui {M 
wree that the great mass of the evils of intemperance arise | this Republic i ( ‘ ‘ 
mu theirmanufacture and useas abeverage. Andif the banofthelaw | of our system ; that eof 

in bep acnn Seana manufacture and use of distilled alcoholic liquors | of the greatest pe t« I \ ( ‘ | 
isa beverage, the minor abuses resulting from fermented liquors can | our institutions ca Re 
vell be left wholly to the restraining powers of the Siates, asenlarged | sults from the in 1 ‘ 

: he second clause of the proposed amendment. While by no means | a Chief Magistrate, « I ) ) 
fa callous organization, I certainly do not complain of criticism | belongs to the oftic | ( abs er if 
h attacks my personal motives, some of which has been brought | results from any d 
tomy attention, Those motives are not relevant to the measure itself. | a fair and honest expres f the | ila a 
And ver may be said by others I am consoled by the CONSCLOUS *his time to diseuss 

ess that this step is taken after long reflection, that my motives are} = Mr. Calhoun, i the ¢ ¢ 
satisfactory to myself, and that they will be jud; ged by the only Tri- | ernment of the Unite ‘ I { to 

mal to Whom the y can be surely known aud whose approval is of | one of the most striking f « 

1 consequence, ical power, to be fo i L \ 

[he opposition of the consumer to any national measure which | has, with remarkabl l ed the ( 
should at once deprive him of his beverage would be found to be very | events which now « ( He ret Vil | 
serious and I fear decisive. But there is no class of men who have a | ronage and power vested rle pel ( i thie 

ver desire to see their children saved from the chains which hold | tive department of thi 
them to their own dreadful doom than the drunkards of this country. | made by parties, thi h the ¢ f l 
his measure has been sneered at as a proposed reform—for poster- | sion of this pa ) 
ity. Soitis; and as such it ought and I think will enlist the over- | party, long in posses f 
whelming force of parental feeling in its favor whenever the public | will surrender tl 

ud has studied its peculiar features and elements of strength. | corruptions that n ee 

I think that existing parties may well hesitate to oppose this meas- | termination to re | 
ure. The cause it represents is one of moral reform, and it must be | dential succession ; 

— by legislation. In due time it will be. If neither of the limself be a cand i I 
A “reat parties now dividing the country sees fit to antagonize it, this | ganization see v t ! ttre ¢ 4 
ieasure Will force its way without being made the source and object | ernment ; to the ] 

I political strife. Becoming operative so long in the future,it ought | continue hims 
hot to provoke the opposition of any political organization, and all | foreshadow the 
men should be able to consider this subject calmly and to decide it | ical, ending in tl { ( 
pon itsmerits. If it isa measure enlisting the moral convictions and | We have now b t 
iumane sentiments of the people, and espe ially of that nucleus of | that eminent and 1 
ible, conscientious, and aggressive men who are ultimately theruling | predicted as one t i 
power In every progressive nation, although for years they may strug- | growing centralization of | t brecle ( 
gle on fighting and dying under the banner of defeat, it will be well | We have nowt 
lor all parties that would live to beware how they oppose this va | he refer 4 : 
osition, At least let it have fair consideration by the House and the solute control of the t roft ( ernment ) 

utry, for it is a subject which will have consideration. It is not a | that power with at 
shost, nor will it “down.” LIask for it the considerate attention of we have w ‘ 1 { 

1 inen now, forthe time is coming when it will be forced upon them. } and the employme f ( 
lhe pol litical exigency which absorbs and distracts the country will | to perpetuate its power t : eX 
pass away, but this evil will not pass away. Its extirpation will be | chair a daringa | 
mperiously demanded long after the question of the succession a | party ; who speak elf the J 


] 


residency shall have been settled whether by peaceor by war. Publi as the President of | 





men will be destroyed who touch it, but the cause will survive. | of troops around the ¢ 

“tronger arms will uphold and advance the banner until victory | his purpose to increa mo 

vo2ats on its ample folds; and the Constitution of the country shall | it. ie openly 

vet become the pledge of sobriety and temperance among the people, | der examination) 1 ( Hi | 
the ally of virtue, and not the charter of this great source of igno- | and he hasa 

Tauce, misery, and crime. | If he acts up to ; 


V—2A 








il move ent ’ f a arrested This would indeed 
ethe begin r of the end! 

In casting our eyes over t ‘ ry and in noting what has trans- 
ed within the last two "1 3, we cannot but feel a very high de- 
ee of admiration for sense, marked moderation, and pa- 
otic temper which have distinguished the American people. Inwhat 
trv. I v ww upon this earth, but which ever has ex- 

ed 8 ¢ e! ls of history have cast light upon their acts, has 
| ee ‘ bbited su self-control and mastery over their 

‘ 3? J wo monthsa large majority of the Amer- 

‘ ved tl their favorite candidate has been fairly 

laconae elected to the highest position of executive power in 

‘ yet they have witnessed returning boards in three 

e States of this U1 4, impelled by their own selfish interests, 

ml by a powerful party, and encouraged by usurped military 

rity, ce erately tampering with the elections in those States 
dso manipulating results as tooverthrow the expressed will of the | 
ople. And yet we have had no riots, no tumults, no erying “To | 
ents, O Israel,” no organization of regiments, no marshalling of 
During this protracted and painful suspense, the operations 

{ isiness have almost ceased, and yet the people are cool, calin, 
dl « ected. In what country upon earth could such obedience to 
v, such calm reliance upon the ultimate triumph of right and jus- 
be fi Las in the people of the United States? Could any fact 

ire fully establish the excellency and superiority of free institu- 
d the « iency of depositing with an intelligent people all 

POW ot vernment ? 

But let it not be supposed because there has been no outbreak of 
ir Violence, no impatient, tumultuary assemblages threatening 
ence of society, that it is thence to be inferred that the people 

‘ different to the choice of their rulers or to the threatened vio- 
1of their 1 s. Far from it. The seeming indifference but 

‘ ess of the public mind is to be ascribed to a conviction on 
part that there is an ample remedy provided by the Constitu- 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 





or he will have but one more act to perform to fill 

e of Oliver ¢ mwell, and that will be to administer Colonel 

! » the Representatives of the people by the expulsion 

every de ratic member by armed force from his seat. Nor 
ecem to be altogether an imaginary event; for we are daily 

t lane 1 the unrebuked columns of the National Re pub- 

é organ of the Administration in Washington City, 

i i democratic House of Representatives refuse to join 

. ‘ ‘ vy the electoral vote in the mode prescribed by 

t ‘ dsl d t louse hold a session of its own, in which 
> he mnnounce that “As no President of the UnitedStates 
een elected, the House will now proceed to ballot for the same,” 


ent this motion is made the Speaker and all who join with 














itself to rectify these wrongs, In other words, the people be- 
ve, as 1 believe, that there is a power in Congress fully adequate to 
tall the exigencies of the present hour, 
Phe facts of this case, so far as I deem it necessary to bring them 
yvour attention, are w and easily stated. Mr. Tilden has received 
bund ect eleetoral votes, lacking but one of the number neces- 
to elect | and this exclusive and independent of the 19 votes 
hree d States of South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana. 
no y at this time of South Carolina or Florida, neither 
I at t) e more than a word or two of the Oregon fiasco. 
t bea ed to say to you frankly that I take no stock in Cronin, 
Ore n elector It may be, and I think it not improbable, that 
y iS one of her republican electors by his ineligibility; I 
satisfaction to the overthrow by this act of that 
‘ v behind which the republican party has songht to 
it Lean never ve my consent that bis minority 
be substituted in his place. I think it much to be | 
e purity of our cause should have been blemished by 


1. | a democratic elector to a State whose popular 


ulmi y republican, I cannot at my time of life unlearn 

ose do es of popular right which [ was tanght in my younger 
iva. LT remember when but a youth Tread with extraordinary in- 
est the conte between John Wilkes and the House of Commons 
| ind. Wilkes was then a great popular favorite, and the ery 
\\ es and liberty” resounded throughout that island from the 





sot Cumb 


ted to the 


iH aS 


eet and objec 


to the promontory of Lands End. 
ot ¢ 


Wilkes was 
us, but he was the author of some in- 
able publications. For these he was expelled 





vrovernment jority fromthe House. He was again returned 
urdy voters of Westminster. He was again expelled, and de- 

ired ine etoaseat in Parliament. A third election came on, 
| he received an overwhelming majority, while his competitor, 





onel Lutteral, received but a very small vote. The House then de- 

‘ hat t tes t for Wilkes were all null and void, because cast 

im ine ble candidate, and Colonel Lutteral, with his small mi- 

rity vote, was adjudged entitled toa seat upon that floor. The peo- 

eof 1 ind could not t ly submit to thissubversion of a great 

ective pl ei the right of the people to choose their own repre- 

s. Parliament was dissolved, and the first act of the new 

ee Con ous was what? lo repeal, to rescind? No; but to exr- 

e all those proceedings from its records as a violation of the fun- 
ental principles of English liberty. 





This principle has ever since been held sacred in England: 
while the ineligibility of a candidate may, perhaps, in mere cor 


——— 






tion elections, as some of the courts have decided, give the minor: 


| candidate a right to his seat, it cannot be introduced into the 1 
| cal elections of this country without violating the elementary 
| most sacred principles of our Government. ; 
I have said that I would say nothing at this time abont Sonth ( 

lina and Florida, for the case of Louisiana itself affords all t} 
necessary to the elucidation of my own views of my const 
duty. In that State, which gives eight electoral votes—seyey | 
than are necessary for the election of Mr. Tilden—it is an 
and uncontroverted fact that Mr. Tilden’s mafority of the vy 
ually cast the 7th of November was upward of 8,000. ‘J 
fact denied by nobody, was testified to by all who were present 


ne la 


Do 


a 


| examination of the returns in New Orleans, and is admitted wit} 


dispute by the republicans themselves. 
votes of that State were cast on the 6th of December last in fay; 
Governor Hayes and in opposition to Governor ‘Tilden, 
pretext was it that so shameless an outrage was perpetrated 

mply upon the people of Louisiana, but upon the people of \ 
Virginia and of the entire Union? They have in that State w) 
called a returning board, which sits in secret conclave, and w 


tory to itself; and proceeding to exercise that right in this pari 


And yet the eight elect 


r 


Upon wl 


\ 


assumes the right to disfranchise whole parishes for reasons satis! 


case, it has so altered the returns of that State as not only to rev: 
Mr. Tilden’s majority of upward of 8,000, but to give to Gover 


Hayes a majority of upward of 4,000. 
| they deliberately disfranchised 13,350 democratic 


voters wl 0 
peared at the polls and voted on that day. 


No reason has bes 
signed to the public by the board for its arbitrary action, n 
there been any statement to show what votes were counted a 
rejected. 
rejected these 13,000 democratic votes upon the false and unfi 
| pretext of force and intimidation employed by the democrat 
| vent free suffrage by their opponents. This charge of viol 
| intimidation is wholly unsupported by any satisfactory test 
| the evidence beivg that there never was a more quiet and pea 
election inthat State; never a larger number of voters at the 
| and that there bad not been a riot, a tumult, nor even a fisticuti 


T 


Sto 


counter witbin the broad limits of that State on that day. 


le 


fraudulent exercise of power, so reckless and daring that it wou 
even have been attempted had it not been distinctly understood 


To accomplish this res 


All that we are left to infer from their action is that t 


The act 
of this board can only be characterized as a bold usurpation, ar 


its action would be sustained by the military power of the Un 


States. 
| Weshall have a gr 
| this House on the second Wednesday of February next if no ad 


| m nt of our pending difficulties is made before that day; ar 
question is, what are our duties to the people of the United 
under the facts which I have just stated? Are we required, by 
fair view of our duty, to count 
ernor Hayesand thus defraud the peopl 
choice for President? 
those votes from the count 
fraud, and to vindicate the purity of the election and the just t 
of the people? These are, or may be, important and interest 
tions at this particular crisis, and as they may lead to furth 
| plications they should be carefully considered by us all. 
Whe. something upward of two months ago, and prior to the 
dential election, I made some speeches in West Virginia, I 
ticipated very much what has since occurred. I then express 
own decided opinion that the sole right of counting the electoral! 
| devolved, under the Constitution, upon the two Houses of ¢ 
that to accept a vote its acceptance must be concurred in b 
| the Senate and the House of Representatives; and thatif either! 
to concur the vote could not be counted, but must be rejected. I 
| said, in view of what was then going on in South Carolina, F 
}and Louisiana, that, if I had satisfactory evidence before 
| the votes of those States were procured by fraud or coerced b) 
tary power, I would not consent to count them, but would cas 
vote for their rejection. For this declaration of my opinion | 
stigmatized and denounced by the republican press of my ow! 
and elsewhere as “a revolutionist” and “ dangerous political 

| tor;” and yet I have not found since that those opinions wer 
peculiar to me; I believe they are entertained by every democ! 


St 


, 





ave responsibility cast npon us as members 


i 


those eight electoral votes for G 
e of the United States of 1 
liave we the constitutional right to r 
and if so, is it not our duty to resist t 




















| this House and by some of the best intellects of the republican pal 


|} in both Houses. 

Let us now for a moment recur to the Constitution of the U 
States, and to the practice of the Government under that ¢ 
tion. The language of the Constitution is: 

The President of the Senate shall, in the presence 
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be cou 





of the Senate ar 

In construing this provision of the Constitution, two the 
been advanced. One that claims for the President of the 5 
sole and exclusive power of counting the electoral returns, 1 
the two Houses of Congress as mere constitutional spectators 


scene before them; the other claims that power as belonging ¢ 

sively to the Senate and House of Representatives, and regat 
resident of the Senate as simply iisterial officer, designat 

P lent of the Senat ply a ministerial officer, d i 


X 








—_ 


receive, to take charge of, to open the certificates, and to hand them | the ec 


ver for the decision and action of the two Houses, 
* Without going into any minute examination of the question, I feel | 
free to assert here that the idea of vesting in the President of the 
<epate the power thus claimed for him by the extremists of the repub- 
in party is not only without any authority in the language of the 
(Copstitution, but has been repudiated in the practice of this Govern- 
meut from our earliest history. The suggestion is of recent origit 
t has sprung from the emergencies of party desperation; and it 
the boldest, and, I may add, the most unauthorized assertion of un- 
constitutional power which has been advanced in our history. The 
»retension is absurd upon the face of it, not only because it would 
exelude the two Houses of Congress from all participation in a great 
wt of the Government, at which they are required by the Constitu- 
n to be present, but because it wonld vest in the presiding otticer 
f the Senate the right to determine the result of an election in 
which he might be directly and personally interested as a candidate, | 
a fact which has already occurred six times in our history. 
We have now had, prior to the one now pending, twenty-two pres- 
lential elections in this country. In every case, as the Constitution 
pres ribes, the elec toral votes have been submitted toa joint conve 
nof the two Houses. Questions have arisen as to the rejection of 


the voteof States, but in not one single instance in the history of Con- 

rress has the President of the Senate claimed, or any other person 

claimed for him, the right to act on the acceptance or rejection of the 
tested vote of a State. 

{he most satisfactory precedent which has struck my attention in 

e past proceedings of Congress, and which is the most satisfactory, 

vy because of the clearness and precision of the language used by 

then presiding ofiicer, occurred in 1805, upon the occasion of Mr. 

ferson’s second election to the Presidency. Ican well conceive 

it there was a great deal in the circumstances then surrounding 


eevent to cause a marked observance of all the requirements ot 
Constitution and a strict and literal adherence to its letter and | 
rit. It was the first meeting of a joint convention of the two Houses 


sequent to the exciting contest between Burr and Jefferson, wl 
ul so deeply agitated and convulsed the country. 


i 


It was the ti 


nt convention after the adoption of the twelfth amendment, which 
tself resulted from that contest and which is the law under w h 
the recent election was held. Aaron Burr was then the President of 


e Senate, and as he was aman eminently distinguished for thec! 
ness and precision of his expressions he left no doubt upon the mind 
f any one as to what his views were upon the subject. After allud 
ing to the several packets which trom the indorsements upon them 
appeared” to be the votes of the electors, he addressed himself to the 
two Houses of Congress and said: “ You will now proceed, gentlemen, to 
int the votes as the Constitution and laws direct ;” which was accord- 
ly so done by the tellers appointed by the two Houses. | 
| am very well aware that Vice-President Burr, who officiated at 
this first election after the adoption of the twelfth amendment, has 
ot left a very savory memory in the minds of the American people ; | 
t with his known defects of character, all will admit that he was 
aman of the most acute and penetrating intellect, an able lawyer- 
1 profound constitutional jurist, and the most accomplished parlia, 
mentarian that ever presided inthe Senate. But what is of intinitely 
more importance than the weight of his name and authority is the 
fact that no single instance can be pointed out in the history of Con- 


gress, from that day to the present time, when any different construc- 


tion of 








the respective powers of the President of the Senate and thie | 


two Houses of Congress has been asserted or practiced in any of the | 
eight 


ghteen presidential elections which have since occurred. 

Chere is one more incident that I will notice in connection with 
this subject. It occurred in my own presence in February, 1857, whet 
[ was a member of this House. A question was started as to the pro- 
priety of counting the electoral vote of Wisconsin, the electors hay 
ig been prevented from meeting on the day prescribed by law by a 
severe snow-storm. But they met on the following day and cast the 
vote of that State for Frémont. Whether counted or rejected it 
could not affect the result of the election in the slightest degree, and 
hot a great deal of interest was manifested on the subject. Mr. 


Mason, Senator from Virginia, was then acting as President of tly 
Senate, and consequently officiated as president of the joint conven- 
tion, He said nothing while in the chair that indicated a claim upor 
his part, as president of the convention, to decide upon the admissi 


buity or rejection of the vote of Wisconsin; but an impression was 











i 


produced upon the minds of some by the manner in which he al uptly 
terminated the joint convention that he held such an opinion. As | 
soon as he was advised of these impressions, he availed himself of 
the earliest moment to disavow any such opinion and to repudiate 
all such authority on the part of the President of the Senate. I have } 
alluded to this case because the conduct of Mr. Mason on that oc- 


casion has been misunderstood and misrepresented by those who 
sought to find in him an authority for asserted powers in the Presi- 
ent of the Senate, which he declared in his opinion did not exist. 

A recent construction has been advanced by some republican politi- 
te and presses, which is quite as much in conflict with the true 
‘ieory of the Constitution and the practice of the Government as 
the one just disposed of, and that is that, while it maintains that such 


is vested in the President of the Senate, it treats him not as | 


| 
| 


a power 
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us for 





pervades the public 1 

y i lemocrats and to ali 

elligent and reilecting republicans, that 
restly ele ed should be ina lvurate 
dis that op on that no other conclusior 
ep ic mind Che time has not yet arri 
firm ldecided judgment of the Amer 





a body of 


















wr 2 ress uned even to make ul preserve any minutes of their pre 
thi » lous I do t Governor Haves ld accept 
oll 3, OF ‘ ed oul h fraudulent and dishonorable 
‘ t wou rake nor do L be et t the Senate of the United States 











e the American people by 
























( IsiO y have come to Phirdly. In claiming our right to reject the vote of Lou 
that | the proy« ‘ submitter stand upon ti uid stable ground Westand upon the just 
) i f Lo ina be ted ind the ( upon the ¢ ir support ot the American people, wt 
| wuld not, that the vote must | « traction of our powers which has been expressly recog: 
t icted by the Senate for the last eleven years, and wl 

t | ob t lb etio wmaly could not under existing circ ustances repudiate wi 
y itself to the charge of the st inconsisten: al 


reme and indefensible partis 




















In4 votes; Go reference to the bill reported by the j committee of t 
| l ‘ { nb tt electoral co ind LTlouse of Representatives to provide for and rewuliate i ( 
ean elec mm? Une his point there iy of the votes for President and Vice-President, subn 
Tami ‘ ( ed to the opinion | gentleman from Ohio [Mr. PAYNE] as chairman of said « 
whol uber of electors, compos on behalf of the House. That bill is not vet before us, a | 
to make a choice, and that the ex- | will not be taken up for examination and discussion b : 
I ot climninish the berrequired | until acted upon by the Senate 








Mr. | 








{ irt AULKNER. Mr. Speaker, [do not profess to be ex: 
e event of such disagreement between | the inthuence of party as a me wr of this body. Indeed 
back to my past political life, if I have committed any error 


lan adhe rence to its re 

















































































. s r upon the count rol und policy. Ovcca s willl ever, sometimes arise i 
il ! t t vote from the count—whiel success tuay be too dearly bo and when the transcend 
» \ the leading organ of the Ad ests of the country, and t } and happiness of the nat 
s . ira i nd jacobinical cause all mere part {1 1S dwindle into utter 
I ~ mnder the reumstances Il took oceasion a few d sugo to express my Opinion ups 
il power to clect a President, that | ers, privileges, and duties of the House of Representatives 
ell e sO COLL ir rin that movement * will | ing thi electoral vote for P1 dent and Vice-President, and | 
1 | y not how such threats may aftect ored to show that in accordance with the former practice « ( 
t ly nine I shall perform my con- | ernment, and the trne construction of the ( 1, aTeS 
to the best hts before me, unawed by | be reached that would be » ConsOnanes Wishes 
‘ ther they proceed from the Exeeu } Inges OF thie people of my Stiute and yet in reaching t 
eand pl I ite organs I have already I had to assume that a co-ore mate branch of the Gover 
ment in four of the Government bastiles | rise superior to all the miin es of party and concur 
\ I ran ilegaland arbitrary demand | rigt Iness and justice of our position. In this a ip | 
I eady to endure baprisonment again and | be mistaken ntry precipitated in to a fierce and 
8 ota CO els me to resist lawless and | cilable contlict between the Senate and House of Repres 
‘ And here permit meto say that Lama manof | which might lead to the most s rious civil convulsions. | 
| und every form of disorder that can | theretore, but ik with it satisfaction upon any meas 
I yy yas far as he who will go| violating no provision of the Constitution, nor surren 
easure of ne ition, peace, and com right of the yp yple, will enal us to bring this paintul 
ender of the Ce tution and the violation of | ing controversy to a termination in &@ manner acceptable t 
« ' ‘ i tt at ey to be dreaded Worst pl ol Live | ni ed States 
‘ hat s ( es disturb tl cood order of so- The hb now under consideration comes before us wi 
‘ I uphot the itary over the civil power, | me ndations; it professes to be a measure of peace, ot col 
( { } ul by foree or fraud, and a base and order, and of settlement. li protesses to be so just and in 
‘ ‘ ! I tional rights and privileges. its provisions that no man can predict in advance what 1! 
! | ule hether if the House rejects the | flow from it, and it is alike lauded and assailed by promin 
. i i owed | its logical consequences, an elec- clans ot both parties It comes before us unanimously rec 
e | Ite I tives, the Senate will acquiesce in or | by the able con ttee on the part of this House and s 
‘ oft House? I know that there are some | the committee of the Senate with one exception, whose 0} 
I ot va r ambition, and of | to the measi annot disparage it much in my estima i 
[that stamp of character who Wo ild | already passed the Senate by more than a two-thirds vote 
i ‘ I sas e® republican party ont of the cordial and earnest support of the most universally ester 
| net the character of a large number of bers of that body without distinction of party. 
S t hody Phey are men who havesome | The bill tixes and determines three important propositi 
ry and its institutions, and they will give | I have heretofore earnestly contended : 
' | ina statesman-like consideration I First. It utterly « xpl vles the idea that the President ol t! » 
‘ S te W coneur in the course which I have | has any authority to determine the validity of contested ele 
i adopt, if no adjustment | turns 
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It affirms the right to count the electoral y 


i RECORD. 


It recognizes the authority of Congress to go behind the | apr x 7 
the electoral returns and to inquire into the fact, to what | i ] KE if ( | 
nav have been procured bv fraud, coerced bv n ary 

ianipulated by secret and ille 

t requires that where double returns are received IN THE 
and the comission created by the bill s] | will 


val returning 


boards, 


ie acceptance of one of those returns, t 
can oulv be reve rsed by the concen 
I 


s This is 


he only feature in the bi 


v preconceived opinion of the powers of this House 
ession based, on my part, upon the very hig! 
hich Tam disposed in adyauce to give to 


ipright tribunal. 


has been assailed upon the ground 
ition and a delegation of our constit 


If this were true, it would be 


inable to see any provision of t 
s in coutlict. It is conceded that 


ind explicit as to the 


ali 
tl 
Mods 


Where such ts the 


Cubse 
legislation. Phe 4 
past practice of the Government, is 
he two Ilouses of Congress. That pow 


el 
edi in the bill now before 


us, and the authority 
ssion is not a delegation of the powel thus « 
reference of a cause in court to a comm 


onter! 
sronel 

nd the law bearing upon those facts for the infor 

shtenment of the court would be a delegat 


(y ioh of its 
to that officer. The right of Congress, retained by t! 
iny decision made by this commission 1 
ted by it Is a con lusive answer to the ol jection 


gation of our powers to that body. No doubt very ¢ 
ittached to its decisions; they will doubtless me 
tidence, and will probably be acquiesced 
our part; vet we are left entire 


t be in coulormity With what we believe to be 


in wit! 
ly free to reject t 


e novel, that the blending of judges of t} 
committees of the two TLouses 

that we are venturin 
etry and beauty of 


her maintained that the powel conferred upon t 
a 


Is Uhprecedent 
yupon an experiment y 
our constitutional st I 
Che provisions contained in this b ither novel 1 regard for the 
mt some semblance of authority in t 


In out 


ist story. ’ “dy, thorough, 
billis modeled upon a bill which received, inn 
rto it 


} } 
1 ! I ‘ Vis l iw >) icers Who 
{, the approval of both Houses of Congress in the 
1 was earnestly sustained by the 
Marshall, afterward Chief-Justice of 


and ! . eae icity and fr 
+! 
bait i ‘ 


pon sper le 


tates me ternal rit of 
rious in the jurisprudence of this country 1 I leu 


y less distinguished for their eminent ts t | pl 


L balel 


propose any new 
i » pledged t 
his bill, therefore, in my opinion, is neither \ 
nsupported in its general features by distinguish 
many 3 


in the earlier and purer days of t] Republ 
is, does it afford a fair and honorable mean 


sof recol 
ing sentiments and opinions of forty millions of peop 


ig a result which will give peace and satisfaction 1 


ilo ie 
_. pon this point there seems to be no ground for dis 
An overwhelming majority of both branches of ¢ 
) the results of this commission with the unshrink 
t will remove every 


Ing con 
difticulty out of our path, and en: 

1 conclusion satisfactory to ourselves and to the 
parts of the country—north, sonth east, and wes 


nemorials, letters, telegrams, proce edit 


nat 
t—we 
vs of publie n 
oa . < I 
ions of legislative assemblies, declaring their entire 


the etticacy of this bill asa measure of national re] 


ef, and announce 


rreat] duced 
x the determination of the people, without regard to their political | triotism of the offic 
redulections, to stand by and abide the result of this mode of settle- | any period in the hi 
ent | If the I 
Under such circumstances can I refuse my assent to this bill ?. No | question ther 
greater calamity could befall this nation than to have a presidential | mate results t 
umbent holding office by a disputed title, and where one-half | tration be in the 
the nation would in their hearts and consciences believe | 


» him to bea defended these prine 
rper Whether it led t ( not, 1 l the |] 


to civil strife and contention the hands 

ould give a shock to our institutions from which they y and h failed and sub 

thereatter successfully recover, I wish to see all cau ‘ l ( ink candid mer 

tand dissatisfaction in the public mind removed ‘ 
versal confidence restored in this nation, for 

Must continue paralyzed and labor continne wv 


} ) } 
Phe happiness, the prosperity, financial ease 


\ 


md ! lt 
| is hation now hang upon a prompt, pea eable, and har mien them. And yet 
ement of this presidential question. I am encouraged to be- 
eve, by all around me and by all that I ean hea 


sett 


has opposed t! en 
r from every por- | the 
nol the country, that this measure, if adopted, will quiet discon- 
eut, tranqnilize the public mind, inspire contidence, and infus 
Vigor and life into our free institutions. So believing, I shall 
ut hesitation cast my vote for the bill 
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? If itis atime | one man we should not forget that however many certifi 





ib iW turned from a State to be opened and counted there is on] 


s, and not het can be legal, and somebody must decide which that one is, 
t— | bill reported by the joint committee presumes that five Re pres 
tives and five Senators will be chosen, equally divided in their 
preferences, and that from the judges of the Supreme Co 
embers shall be taken who shall choose a fifth, who may 
the umpire, and thus the decision of the election by the propos 


nittee will still be in the hands of one man, and that too ina 
ontemplated by the Constitution. 















Phis may meet the difficulty of to-day and settle peaceably the pr 
“mit ) dential question of 1277, because a majority in each House | 


ferent party organizations and may choose the commission to 
the whole matter is to be referred, fairly ; but none of us w 













ing tosubmit it to the action of a committee to be thus ¢ 
» ira voce, if both the Senate and the House of Representatives were ; 
trolled by the same political party, and in opposition to our « 
‘4 yee | Therefore the present bill of the joint committee, though it may bring 
— . : , | peace for the moment, is an unsate rule and will be a dangerous yy 





t unless the Constitution shall be soon amended so as to u 

ne 

Jn any < losely contest d elec tion like the pre sent it will be a te 

ing occasion for a Congress with a majority in both branches of 
litical party, under the pretense of illegality or fraud, tos 


| its own voice through a partisan committee for the voice of t 










es, 
















not better 











ond safer to stand by the old rule, which the 
3 re we . ~ | of the ¢ onstitution recommended both by resolution and pract ‘ 

A U0 ¢ ed. Who y it the duty of the President of the Senate to open the cer 
a , .,, | count the votes, and declare the result; and if further legis 

. _— anes deemed necessary to allow an appeal to be made from his de 
, wv legal or constitutional question, and on no other, to the S 

‘ Y Of! Conrt, our highest legal tribunal, for its opinion and decis 
\ VOrs 1) sach questions, thus avoiding the danger of a possible | 
c : party bias either by the President of the Senate or a comu 





ery On | ( ongress, and still have the voice of the people constitu LO! 







! mS | pressed in the choice of their Chief Magistrate; thus making 
—— ‘| cision equally fair and just on the present occasion, and be Ls 
ess dur ‘ ‘ : . 
oe precedent for any conceivable division of parties in a 






which may arise in the future. 
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IN Toe HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
















Mr. LE MOYNE. Mr. Speaker, what I desire to 


Say is oO! 


Nanation of my vote and not expecting to influence any ¢ 











» Senat Chis has been said in this debate to be the most important 
( , ee s | which will probably come before Congress for a generation, yet 
i of Rep- | be disposed of in about twenty-four hours’ consideration. Su 
\ sof the | is necessarily dangerous. In 1800 Congress discussed and co 
\ Adams, as | this same question for many months, and was not then able 
I L } len the difficulties which we propose to dispose of onthe spot. W 
> thie i- | being driven by a compelling fear, and that fear not only « 
1 also as Vice the timeto consider, but deprives us of the dispassionate judg 
ote \ swith | necessary for a wise conclusion. This condition of itself su : 
! sen | doubt, and that doubt is whether or not we are acting in obed 
‘ t e ‘did in | to the Constitution which we have sworn to support. 
! l ‘ open all By the Constitution upon Congress alone has the duty bee! 


| 3 it.” | volved of cou 





1 the electoral vote. There is no provis 
( i Stat 1 IsU04 has | whereby authority is given to any other branch of the Gover 
»O x the votes | or individual to participate in this duty, or to revise the act 

ad sim Congress. Whether the power be in the President of the Ser 

Presid ’ Senat relation | the House, or in the two Houses jointly, it is certainly in Cor 


eight admin fully as its exclusive power to legislate. Would Congress have } 
frame » ( stitution | to either deputize a part of itself to legislate or to incorporate © 
| re e « sof e President of | itself some othe r body or branch of the Government, or certain 1p 
: ‘ ) ‘ ne of 1 electoral vote. And | viduals to pass the laws? If it could not thus discharge a legis 
l nevel ve been questioned | function, can it thus discharge a judicial function conferred by 


I © ali the cerbvill 





tes | same power, to wit, the Constitution? We as members of Cong 





A cu LO ¢ ubt of the truc and have only a delegated powse - and how can we refuse obed 
that fundamental rule of law,‘ Delegatum non potest delegare. 
two ereat parties are almost evenly | gentleman from Virginia said this could not be considered as t 
lL upon | des, and when two | linquishment of any rights of the House, because the law cou 
ce ral States, and each party | be passed by our consent; but still it is more or less a delegation, a 
7 3% + 4 ites have been |] r illy elects d, the question is, can Wwe delegat« ? These are serious que stio 
( t ‘ the issue, it is asked, and at | would certainly deserve more time if there was not a comma g 
ce esand reject the other? While | necessity which denied it. 
. ‘ } { 


he people to the voiceof | I confess that I feel the force of this necessity as much as an} I 
















. : was , a | 
nt in part one of the important cities of the West. The gen- 


F as from Maine reminded us that God made the country (mean- 


Meine) and man made the cities; and I believe so far as 1 know 


1 ek ro that this is probably true. She may not be quite as godly 












































: - she ought to be, or perhaps as Maine is, but she has quite as much 
ost in the peace and prosperity of the country, q b in 
amic ible, and speedy settlement of this quest ties 
esponded more promptly on the desirablenessof t se 
es are the first and quik kest to receive the in pressions of publie 
. with their daily papers and the intercommunication of large 
ers of men. Public affairs are considered more speedily and it 
. more time for this fermentation to wor k out into the rural dis 
. But the conclusion will not be different. I do not believe 
vill find the people throngh the country even in Maine more | 
r to sacrifice any matenal interest for the sake of maintaining 
r one side or the other in a difference of opinion as to constitu- 
' law. I do not believe they will be any more willing even to 
‘ iv that degree of prosperity in business which a termination of 
s political contest will bring. 
I do not think that the question as to the effect of this measure on 
e political parties is worthy of consideration. I do be ve that 
ere is that feeling of assurance among a large number of the dem 
sthat if by any scheme or plan devised Mr. Tilden shall not re- 
vive the oflice, their confidence in the men who s ipported the meas 
re will be lost. Our action will be judged in this matter greatly by 
e results. But with all these considerations, with this great doubt 
| hesitation, I feel constrained for the sake of peace to vote for 
+ ly 4 
~ Gentlemen may sneer at the snggestion of war. I myself have 
) er believed it possible. Neither did we of the North believe in 
“(jl that the southern people would be so foolish as to make war. A 
er experience should make us now more careful. Any diftic \ 
wut this matter, if it did not lead to war, would so discredit it 
; ir bonds would be sent home, our credit destroyed, and we would 
ly overwhelmed with financial distress. I will venture to say 
t there isnot a member of this House who has not been consulted 
{told how many men to tight could be brought to Washington 
ther by one side or the other. It is only mere rumor of war, but 
er the whole country there has been a grumbling that threatened 
storm. The atmosphere seemed charged with angry excitement, 
h needed only a spark to light it, which would send a tlame from 
| end of the land to the other. I believe this tlame would utterls 
' consume all such petty instruments of fraud as a Louisiana returning 
rd and would annihilate all attempts at military dictation, but I 
4 fear it might also destroy that safeguard of liberty, “the law ;” and, 





ivoid all risk, considering only that highest of all duties, to pre- 


serve the Government, I feel compelled to support the bill. 
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SPEECH OF HON. TAUL BRADFORD, 
OF ALABAMA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 





January 25, 1877, 







S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the conntir f tes for Pr 


| Vice-President, and the decision of questions ari 

term commencing March 4, 1877. 
Mr. BRADFORD. Mr. Speaker, as I propose to vote against the 
passage of the pending bill, it is due to myself and to my constituency 
it | place of record the reasons which impel me to this determina- 


rained in aschool in which the inviolability of the Consti 
cardinal canon of faith and of duty, [may with regret but not with 
epidation dissent from the views of the majority of my party, which 
sanction an expedient by which the will of the American people may 
e defeated in its highest function and the frame of our Government 
iterially and permanently changed. 
Congress has not illimitable power. 
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It can neither assume that 







which does not belong to it nor divest itself of that which is its proper 
ittribute. It can neither elect a President of the United States not 
create a tribunal by which such sovereign ordination may be accor 
p shed. 

The elective power in continuing the succession to the chief officers 
of the nation resides with the people, and when it t constita- 


honally exercised the duty of preventing an interregnum devolves in 
part on the House of Representatives and in another part on the Ser 


l 





ate 


And when and how this resultant duty of the several Houses of 


Ongress arises and must be performed is the great question which 





C 





ls an answer, loyally spoken in the presence of the people, truthfully 
Ken in the forum of conscience, and patriotically spoken for the 


ar 
Dp 





pounded, 





guidance of those to whom the same question will hereafter be pro- | 












w challenges our consideration and must soon receive from eachof | TI 


























| And these resolutior tt t ‘ 
agro, evidently retlected views 
le of the House. And |! ( 
round of 
powell ind 
or co 
ley t 1, 
| 
| a 
a & ! 4 } 
} ec as Congress may direct, ¢ 
vision or indirectly under some org 
| This position is not tenal | 
| ir y the electoral vote is, in pregna 
volved upon Congress by the Ce 
| 16 Senate and House of Repr 
| gle chamber, in wh 26 Dre « the] 
the packages containing the elector 
i that the votes “8s l then be punter 
presidential office then ensue A 
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Differences of opit stoti I 1 yr of th 
it speaks of the moue i r a i’res é t 
| the United States no ¢ ’ tit is 
to reconcile these views Wwe ¢ | We ¢ 
the constitutional 1 s ed ind 
of judicial sortilege that has 3 but 
to each aspirant to the P S 
Yet these views e grow ) ( ‘ 
gree, ‘Their orginal d ‘ ‘ 
count of the el rai V é rie \ 
oft the Senate to count this v ’ 
to countit: andt s has bee é ( 
action of the &S ite « p 
plis I—this fundamental distine { 
is it not manifest that the re uning « ‘ 
subject are but transitory, and that the wv 
been settled conformably to the plain fort 
It may now be treated as determined that t] 
ate has not the cor itional power to count t 
that s ch po er Vv 0 n the ( re 
Clr a ? 
( ress 1 pas ion the vote of each St 
And Vote I eG ¢ ed to ¢ 11h 
be decided to ] s 33a the ele ‘ ts of 
vote Che j ina : = y at J 
cting separately, and must be delivered by 
‘ nel 1 of the vote or by a d erate rr 
rejecting it. And certai t fa f the H 
matter Cannot re { L ¢ h lavo y ti 
them 
Phe mere ¢ Te! I ¢ ence \ ] mL 
does not of it iu s ea ) ’ 
or qi eial ti »>wit { l 
co inal f t measure of leva 
acie the r f « ence acter 
Hence the me presentat of the certifies 
ot make t } ease to be OvVeFLODTOW 
of Congre , AY | out irther elaboratin 
position that the ane mn before ¢ rress il 
quiry under oO { ol s, Shall the vote 1 
‘ t 1, the votes be r lar and prima 
tion as the President of the Sena s 
Shall the vote be re] ed? 
Phe right of the HLlouse to pass 1 . the 
the Senate. And the right to pro ince jud 
implies the r ht to pronounce efficient jud ‘ 
event of a disagreement between the House 
back upon the position so succes overthro 
experienced statesmen of both parties in the o 
that the President of the Senate has the right 
e truth of the whole matter lies in ani 
casketed in the resoluti f the “committe 1 
res of the House in the matter of the « nt 
presided over by the gent in from Kk 
hese al the res l 
R 1 Ist. Thatt ( n of ¢ ‘ 
Pre t t S i 
ul ¥ + for? tand \ Pre 
ca. tthe or power ( it § 
Pres it of the S r t 
I ent of the United > 
t aave 1] electora 
ates, ort 1 por gtot uch, in the f 
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i hat e Conatit at ¢ lnited States d 
t ise Of Rep pow ) ©Xa 
ce ed as the 
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in lines 1 { ug preamble and resolutions have passed the Legislature 
trout PHOS. B. Cor I : 
| . : Clerk i the 


WM. C. SHURLO 
Olerk of the House of Rey 






idence were required it will be found in the var 













ed | 1 ms of Legislatures, boards of trade, chambers of comm 

| other organizations, as well as the public meetings which ha 

is held, and their resolutions on the subject which have in ma 

| been laid before Congress. 

| t in the Con- | Phat the members of the Pennsylvania Legislature had goo 

( I ent his | for the resolution denouncing “ factions opposition” and * t 

We have | violence ” may be inferred from the following extract from a py 
ry be rent daily paper: 


a been prepared in Wa 


owed work 1 ect to the rnor and appro 











Natior 

















I the 
a upon to loe the itho p of the bill, wl 
. the j 3s |p red at W ngton and approves 
rin Ilere is a proposition given to the country to place the St 
“ ed in | on a war footing at an expense of a million of dollars. The 
l their Pres tion, | presume, is sleeping in caucus ready to be brought out 
time the “anthorities” referred to may direct. That the ¢ 


ng | Government regard this question with alarm may be inferred 
| they concentrate troops at the national capital. On July 1 
I 

















i- | the report of the War Department to this House shows 
ble pro- | was not a single soldier in Washington. Their report of J 
| Mr. 1 ‘ 1, a8 | 1877, shows that there are 771 soldiers at the Arsenal here 
(i tit will. | the fourth point in numbers in the United States. July |! 
1 ov tthe | there were in South Carolina 538 soldiers: the report for J 
haring responsi- | 9, 1877, showed 1,466. In Louisiana in 1°76 there were 506 s 
o im Mr. Til- | in 1877 there are 1.391 The movement of troops to the So 
on for the Pres- | States vou will recollect was ordered. the day after the adjour 
pe I lent of the United last session of Conqress. It is fair to presume that it was 
i that they should go there, as there was a great Indian wal 
| and Congress was urgently pressed for additional troops 
davs before: and it must have been urgent indeed to d 
‘ 3 | from the protection of the frontier. It is barely possibl 
t 1 ) 






ection In these States was more lmportant than the p 


he frontier and the suppression of the Indian war. The 























t y r ws 30 | hardly believe that there was much necessity for it. When thet 
‘a el ( i] (}] HLON, JOLN REILLY, 1a threatened ontbre ik, Governor Hampton being called up 
‘ otlicers to quiet it, the election over in these States, the ti 
re-enforced by a committee to secure a “fairecount.” That 
IN l] OF REPRESENTATIVES, being altogether satisfactory, it is to be presumed that the 
si } sent to the national capital to re-enforce the “ fair count ” 
ij andenforce it; hence the disturbance to the country. The pe 
in allthis an evidence of danger, and their wishes are that t 
| shall be removed to a ti ibunal that will not be affected by 
; .. .... | rule, and one that they can stand by and support when mad 
Mr. he ¢ ; this bill by t] that will help restore the country to the path of prosperity, 
! ; ave vas rapidly reaching when this obstruction was put in its wa | 
: eisaneces- | the passage of this bill will give relief to the country L have 
I - “eae U} and therefore cheerfully give it my vote. 
~ Tite t Tes T 


liess to | 







isturbed and | 


: aa ol oh ied Counting the Electoral Vote. 
\ l l l ec »bhe Secu 


««| SPEECH OF HON. JOHN F. PIILIPs, 


r Pres OF MISSOURI, 
— » TCVER + Dan NOATIATO A INYTTTING 
p peace “al IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
f the States, whos January 25, 1877, 
( i “di } Ont bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of v 
ched | dent and Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising the 
l 2 will of tk 1 commencing March 4, A. D, 177. 
- of the United States can Mr. PHILIPS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I had hoped for t! 
States of the | Portunity to express at length some opinions formed and co1 
{ ‘ t be by the force | entertained by me in respect of this great measure. 
\ President respectively! | Bat the action of the House in limiting the debate, under th: 
ifterward duly respected 


| sities of the case, admits only a few words in explanation of t! 
| 7 
desioned or in- | 1 shall give. 


Many honest, true men of my political household think th 






































































































































sideration of the Congress of the United States since the formation 
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tl vl by their construct of the C c I \ 
et the conser iences take care of themse es I concede la id very genet iv the 1 sous | Ww l ar rverned in the cor 
P eater zeal for the party than myself. In its policy and | clusion to whi I have arrives Ind y s] purposely avoid 
: are vrapped up the tranquillity, the prosperity, honor, and | the discussion in its bearing edents w have been made and 
American Union. Its defense under persecution, deris- | followed on former occasions of the electora ote. because 
meeption of the autonomy of the people, its unshaken | that branch of the subject involved las been exhaustive reated by 
t to the constitutional methods of administering the Gov- | many gentlemen representing be sides of the estio 
enge the admiration of every honest, thoughtful citi In giving expression t \ s, Lshall endeavor te ray nopal 
| e fact that amid the season of wild disorder succeeding our | tisan bias Ss are 1 ‘ esence of 
hen bad blood, wicked passion, and devilish fanaticism | such a crisis ri . ) \ when 
iled the hour, the democratic party held up the blazing | weighed ag ssues whi 1) wsition of 
e Constitution are we this day indebted for our rescue this questi r the other iv ‘ e pro 
ippeasable and unchained spirit of despot power. posed irralngeme vr the other mus me 4 ite ut Ww 
e Amie in peopl 1 the late election approved its pol V ever the resu f the safety I | rv iss i 
yr its yore sidential candidate, | have no doubt whatever the people W » bless the I \ 
ces of an extraordinary and perilous nature envirol has been acc 
ein tk tter of declaring according to the methods of lor the 1 history we are confronted with the sp. 
5 lection. Be it fraud, conspiracy, or corrup tacle of cor il parties disput over the result of 2 
' ( Ives as members of this House in a conjuncture dential ch thirty-erght States part pated, whose 
nd doubtle s wholly unant pated by th framers of the citizens cast an aggre ite of more than eight m ons ot votes i 
~ who did not foresee what arodle 1 turning boards and the preponderance e€XIStS On a certain side, it Is OnNLV DY aSsiInglie vote 
} larmy were to play in Americ in politics ? We are in the | in the electoral college, and whether it does honest ( st depend 
f shipwrecked men at sea. We need not in this perilous | upon the decision of numerous controverted questions which arose in 
a came we hei nor eXhaust ourselves so much in | the conduct of the election and the subsequent canvass and promulga 
es and mutual accusations The great question W ith us as | tionof the vote in three of those States, allof which are necessary lo 
tit to be legislators, is, what shall we do to reach the | be counted on that side to establish such preponderance. 
; j In each of those disputed States, unfortunately perhaps for the 
\ ty in this country ever stultified itself in vie an abstract | credibility of the claim that the result of the elections was fairly 
i face of that necessity which places agai party fealty | declared, the party whi eeks to take advantage of it declaration 
i hole ple for relief And the party which shall had in its possession t e State governiments and the « ers and ma 
n the le fora peaceable and just solution of t chinery by which the election was conducted, the votes canvassed 
ms of th threatening as they do to whelm us w ind the result procla mead inal each of them the gray tcharyes ol 
vould ‘ American liberty to the bloodiest grave the irregularity, informality, int dation, and fraud are alleged by each 
eve Si W will be the controlling party ot this Republe fol party against the other: andu vo ot then 1e¢ dilference on the tace 
ears. of the returns between the opposing electoral tickets was so sinmall as 
cratie party is a pacific party, because it works by the | to be decisively attected by th anee of the alleged irregularity and 
flaw. and not thesword. It loves not the riot of confusion, | fraud In the other still more serious charges are mad idl impor 
"| hand-maid of peace and the guardian of orderly govern aunt constitutional and jurisdictio questions are 1 d to add to 
Backed as it is by the popular conviction that it has been de the embarrassing complications which surround the re 
ediate recognition of the truit of its ti mph at the pe Ils ‘The returning officers in all have til the elects sto vive 
force and fraud, it will the more demonstrate the grandeur | the votes of the States to a candidate | ( ‘ ition, re 
egation of its patriotism when for the public peace it | ceives precisely the number necessary to his election: a iteof thir 
deteated party to the equality of compromise. which never before arose and m ever aga wcur, Which see 1 
e without faith is a people without hope. Surely all honor | to have been anticipated e framers of e | tiftution and tor 
ire not dead inthe breasts of Congresses and the jadi the adjustment of wl no r method appear e been pro 
I ( have brought their minds to a ditierent con: Iston on vided in the organi iW 
dof belief, the sooner we dissolve and pull down this fab Phe uncertainty attending the final conelus of the ‘ het 
nied poprul iv vovernment the better, : kept alive the intense feelit wh | wed ‘ ‘ ’ 
wt and in law, Mr. Tilden or Mr. Haves has been elected by | and increased the hi rto exampled and protracted prostration 
there is authority lodged in the commission to ascertain | of the industries of the co intil the people have justly become 
7 Lif the comm sion, composed is it will be, of the best men nore auXious for a sat factory solution of the ditheu than lor the 
senate and House and venerable men of the highest judicial iccess of the political party with which they are ider ed 
il o1 ie earth, have not the wisdom to discern, the conscience It is contended by a class of ultra partisans whose poli il inter 
‘ nd the courage to declare the truth, then indeed have we ests and feelings accord with those of the oflicer v ris lb i le ui 
hat extreme of political disorder for which revolution is the | nated to preside over the two Houses of Congre mvened for 
I shall vote for this bill as the best solution proposed and | the purpose of counting the elector. |] votes, that that cer has the 
eference to the humiliating spectacle of one man in the Senate | power, and that it is his d to make th ) i certain a 
ra cording to his party bent whois to be the Pre sident, and declare the result: orin other wor ls, that he is if il el ull 
ness a quiet submission to this usurpation o1 an appeal to | controversies that may arise connection ha the clauns anal 
uly arbitrament of the sword. | co inter-claims of fraud itl dation, &¢« medall the pornts of juris 
face of such an emergenev as this to say that the Constitu- | diction and of constitutional power which are involved in the settl 
sy en of power to admit of the solution proposed, is to stul- ment of the numerons lestions Which arise In the ¢ printed State 
e men who made it and to create a just suspicion of its presery Whatever the Constitution authorizes him to dois as the presidin ] 
energy. Coming as do the appeals against the constitutionality otlicerofthe two Housesot Congress, and in their presence legally asse 
| from the men who have tossed that instrument in the air, | bled. How,and when, and by what ruleor precedent is he etern 
t,and cut it into shreds with military bayonets whenever | those vexed questions? The exercise of such an rit f he lega 
terposed to thwart their party schemes, they excite little alarm, | possesse | it, would be utterly impracticable in the present case. Bu 
| ed as this measure is by every consideration of public peace the Constitution gives him no such power, and unposes « bin ) 
ud patriotism, I doubt not these constitutional mists clouding the | such duty, and by the clearest implication confines bot! power 
Vis sotmy colleagues, will dissipate in the sunlight of the nation’s and duty to the simple ministe1 bine m Of Ope y e certificates 
pose and glory to follow this lawful and orderly adjustment. that the count may be made by ¢ vress through its appointed agents 
and the ascertainment and declaration of the result byt two Houses 
in their accustomed mode. Such a construction recognized by the 
aan. sanction of an uninter pted practice the adoption of th 
Constitution. A departure from it under existing circumstances 
Counting the Electoral Vote. would be not only arbitrat but revolutionary, and the Chief Mag 
ne trate inaugurated undet ch a proceed vould be the head of a 
SPE I ‘TT OF HON J AM ES PH BI vel party and the leader in min col » racy md not the legall chosen 
. 444 IN Lr 2 “dh d sk WD, and constitutional Exeeu e of the natior If is illed t virtu 
ad ios — }of such an unwarranted innova 1h ysuld command neither the 
OF CONNECTICUT, | ; 
icquiescence nor the respect of the people. | (he ch an ¢ ump 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ill constitutional ob ut s and restraints would thenceforward ix 
] - a inoperative, and arbitrary and iwful power would be invokeda 
January 25, 1877, exercised to perpetuate the existenc { the party in posse alas 
bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of votes for Pr Government. 
Vics Pre silent and the decision of questions arising thereon, for the rhe power of Congress to count the vote ested j t » Houses 
Mr. PHI LPS. a me ae by constitutional tment, and there is doub : founded 
PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, in the few moments allowed me under | objection, except in the most pressing emera 
ee a for the limited debate upon this measure, | Congress to any other body not who composed of me ers of 
{second in importance to any which has demanded the | Houses. But the usual and only constitutio COUrsé erto 


sued on suc h occasions is ‘ eerta ( { 









































































Counting the Electoral Vote. 







SPEECH OF HON. W. H. STANTON, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 








for all time, in determining who are elected President ane 


i 
Vice-President. The twenty-second joint rule, which the Senate 






myer refuses to act under, contains provisions, in my view, far more 






consonance with the Constitution in counting the electoral vote 


than are the provisions of this bill. 



























were unconstitutional | would not vote for it. The Constitution, by 
| 














electoral vote as the framers of the Constitution designed. The 






both Houses and members of the Supreme Court such functions as a: 
prescribed in this bill. It is not well to drag the Supreme Court o 
this country into the slough of politics. But in times of high poli 







the only ones whose decisions and determinations on the presidenti 
question the parties of the country will respect, they c: 
ment, with propriety, lend their saving influence and services to avert 


evils incomprehensible from our land. It is not the first time in the 
history of our country that a member of the Supreme Court has pe 














struction of the Constitution might question. It is in truth a ques 
tion requiring judicial interpretation, and exposition in a degree t« 
which this bill calls the services of these judges. It is technica 
rather than substantial violence done the Constitution (if there be 






of the Supreme Court op this proposed commission, and he who woul 





ore of his own opinion than of his country’s good. 








Tsay now that if T considered that any one provision of this bill 


would not have delegated to a committee composed of members ot 


formed in behalf of the country functions which a technical con- | 


thereby any violation of that instrument at all) to place members 
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+ | 


between the two Houses of Congress, for the reason that 
POSSESS ¢ il original powers and are separately controlled by 
‘ | parties, and therefore some ‘ST re of compromise 
necessary to ob ite the difficult s h adjustment 
ft necessity be constitutionally irregular in the sense tl 
t tution y provided for, and it can only be justitied to se- 
t peace of the country and preserve what remains of the Con- 
l s tiie paramount duty in the « <treme exigency belore 
lo t eoLtt I Iona Or its mel ers, if eed be, may 
be sacrificed. On that ground I believe the proposed measure to be 


fully justiied and properly available as a choice between the ¢ 
ance of free popular government and anarchy; between pubiie and 
private financial prosperity and individual and national bankruptey ; 
between employment and honest s pport for the laboring masses and 
a degree of destitution and distress hich cannot be described ; and 
pos bly between peace and ich civil discord as would crimson the 
country with fraternal blood 

Possibly some of the details of t] bill may be liable to eritici m, 
but statesme! should not be too technical when the whole Constitua 
tion is in danger I believe it is as perfect and as well adapted to tl 


occasion @a8 any which buman wisdom could have devised d the 
able and conscientious committee who freely sacrificed party pre 
ences upon the altar of patriotism that they might harmonize alld 
ferences and present i plan to rescue the Governn from the « 
ver which menaced it deserve the gratitude of the country, and their 
ames will live so long as the American Constitution sha ‘ 
kor these reasons I cannot hesitate to give th» measure my cordial 
support; and my anxiety for its success, regardless of the question 
ho through it iy be the recipient of great trust depending on 
ts execution, is limited only by the m ude of the trust, the ex 


tent of the peril, and the valae ot tree lnustitutions to a people who 
in the course of a century have achieved marvelous advancement in 
everything which makes a nation great, and whose destiny is I trust 
to continue for all coming time to accomp! sh still greater Col jue S 
bn the way of peacelul ana e! vhtened progress. 


January 25, 1277 
On thet S. No. 11 t T © for 1 re te the « ting of \ , 
‘ t \ Ire ud the d vu Of ques Isa by ut 
term comme ng March 4, A. D. lsi7 
Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, in casting my vote for this bill, Id 
not wish to be understood as sanctioning it as a procedure to be fol- 


| 


The refusal of the Senate to act under this rule presents to us the 

ternatives of adopting this bill or refusing to adopt it and precipi- | 
t on the country internecine strife. There isno use shutting our 
t oth wt that unless some measure of the nature of this bill 
ly lopted for vith, there will be a dual administration after the 
thot March next, and, as a consequence, there will be anarchy, con- 

ion, bu ONS stration. riot, and, without*doubt, bloodshe 


my vote, shali not be bartered away for expediency. This bill I be- 
lieve to be entirely consistent with the Constitution, but it is not, I 
also believe, such a mode of procedure to count the pre sidential or 


cal excitement like the present, when the members of that body are 


} 


for a mo- 


L| 


l 


et loose the dogs of war that technicalities might be inviolate thinks 


of de plotting t 
by the sword. 
Never in the history of this country has there been n¢ 
| ation, of compromise, of concession on the part of p 
more than at the present moment. It only requires a 
struck between the democratic and republican partisans to bes 
































: i T 
be no acquiescence by this II in a count of electo 
the Pre nt of the S e alone The we ht of pre 
practice 1s against the right of this ofticer to count these 
Within the pre it week the most eminent members of 
democratic and republican, have in public speeches d 
the right to count these votes does not reside in this ¢ 
House will not recognize, as the arbiter to deter 
President after the 4th of March, the President of the Ss 
t! mh ite l not re 0 ‘ i cet ny who Ww é 
dent, thet of procedure provided in the twenty-sec 

In this dilemma w il e we doto? Are we to let 
state drive adlong into the breakers, or will we, eg 
provide @ Colnpass yw ve may Luke OUl beari gs 
Capy the « imvers t be { is? 

1 sincerely believe that Samuel J. Tilden and Thomas A. H 
on the 7th of November last, were nquestionably elected Pr 
ind Vice-President of these United States. I believe that t 
itvof the votersof the United States, a maj rity of more t] 1 
ter million, agrees with me in this view. But the other port 
voters of these States, if they do not sincerely believe that R 
I 1 Bb. Haves a 1 Wil un A. Wheeler were elected Pres 
Vice-President, profess at least so to believe. To these p 
I must give the creditof sincerity. I al ys respect the 
sincere, no matter in what or to what extent he may diti 
and while I think that there is no basis for the claims of 
say Mr. Hayes was elected President, yet I feel sostrong 
ness Of what I claim in behalfof Mr. Tilden that I have 1 
in submitting the its in dispute to the arbitrament of 
nent men as this | L «le ynates to compose the commiss 

I confess Ido not like that provision of the bill that a ‘ 
to be counted unless rejected by both Houses. If the S 
House have the right to make the count—and in the light 
read on this subject I believe they have—then it is sir 
contradiction of terms to say that t ves of one House 
over the no of the other House. If the Senate and Hous 
they cannot count without concurring, and assuredly wh 
ves and the other says no there is no concurrence. 

But this is one of the open questions of constitutional inter 
and construction, and since the i ion that requiresa 
rejected by both Houses to exc] he only interpreta 
which the committee that reported the bill would harmo I 

ing for this occasion and to bridge over the present a 
accept that construction of the Constitution. There be ra 
that doubtecan be no better resolved on this occasion tl 

on of harmonizing differences and preventing turbule 
shed. I believe Congress has the power to prescribe how 
oral vote shall be counted. The framers of the Constitut 
provision how or by whom the votes shall be counted, 1 
said: * And the votes shall then be counted.” 

When the Constitution says by whom a power shall be « 
or in what particular manner it shall be exercised, that pr . 
legislation on the subject, and no legislation such as this 
poses wou d be in order if the person to make the count and t 
ner of making it were named and designated in the Co 
But, as they are not named and designated in that instru 
incumbent on ¢ onegress, by a law o1 joint rule, to provide I 
into effect and operation the proviston of the Constitution rela 
counting the electoral votes. Until Congress does that th 
for making a President is incomplete. Our republican f 38 
that the twenty-second joint rule is abrogat the ire ( 








rit of the President of the s 
count the votes. They certainly know that the provis f the | 
stitution relating to counting the votes has not com 


themselves as to the ri 





among 


proportions, and yet in the face of these things some ot 


say we do wrong in making provision to count the vote 

ro fail to provide for counting the vote in the face of thes 
stances is to give up the ship of state to the buffetings of « 
and wave. Why do these ien wish the ship of state to float i 
maelstrom? Is it that the vessel may be wrecked and that t! 
sonal fortunes may be thereby advanced and enhanced? If they 


} 
ot wreckers, they are certainly trying to allure that ship of st 





by false beacons. Lbe\ declare that all is peace while in fa 
unrest and confusion. They declare that the democracy w 

esce in an arbitrary decision by the President of the Senate t 

is elected President, when the voice of democracy says tl 

recept any such unlawful determination of this question. 1 
eaders of the republican part® have not faith in these deciat 
themselves is evident from the fact that they have for some ¥ 
past been making such a disposition of the Army and munitions 





nto nothing less than warlike preparat 


: 
i 
d bid us bestill. That would be the st 





ras can be construec 
And yet these men wou 


ath—the stillness of death for those who are 


civil war in this country, before which all other civil wars W 
insignificant. All the elements for such a strife are at hand. 
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gto mar her prosperity and advat 














people of my State, I shall content 
porting my dec 


continued 


myself for 
ir falsity by 
e of the men wl 
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as to the 








existent 






Vitals and robbedthem of their substance 
Ive in the State which thev have oppr 








L +} 
ak the 





sor their victims, afford incontrovertible ev 






iced and abused 





REPRESENTATIVES, 


rs of the discussion of 














ol ul dadecisive action on a measure 
the whole country, 1 deem it proper for me, 
Representatives from Louisiana, to give expression i 
h intinenced my vote. In the decision of the pend 
s venerally conceded that the electoral vote of that State 
y indeed conclusively. I have neither the time nor thx 
1 this occasion to enter into a discussion on the merits« 
d question as to how the legal votes of Louisiana were 
recent presidential eleetion. — 
itiacks have been made by a portion of the republic- 
: 8 by ! nen of the other side, on this floor, assailing 
‘ ple of Louisiana by charges, as unfounded as 
it nidation, violence, aud murder have undis 
8 i its limits, thus preventing the free exercise of the 
e, and while these denunciations demand refuta 
Is ne that refutation to a later day, When the testi 
Lo the committees of this House shall be present l, 
v a complete vindication can and will be made. 
i d elaborate arguments in both Houses of Con gs are 
conclusive in favor of the constitutionality of meas 
s to the fairness of the plan proposed in the bill ictions 
8 x; asto the expediency and necessity of I am 
s V lmpressed 
Mr. Speaker, the enemies of Louisiana—by this I mean the enemies 
er true interests and those who have marred and are stillendeav- 


by 





incement—have representa- 

is based on vague allewations and unsustained by truthful testimony 
sought to create the impression and establish the belief that the demo 
party of Louisiana waves unrel nting warfare against the co 

I iblicans; seeks to deny them the enjoyment of their consti 

iland k ilri rots; setsat definnce the legislation of thecountry, 
practices or jnstilies intimidation, violence, and murder of th 

d men and social ostracism of the white men who are opposed 

‘0 their political views and policy. Without entering at this time 

) details to di prove the se croundless accusations against the whole 





the pres nt with sup- 
the simple statement 


10 have so grievously 


ie, the unscrupulous adventurers who have preyed upon 


urity in which 
essed, the safety with 


, the set 


streets and flaunt their ill-gotten gains in the 


idence of the patience, 


ud peaceful disposition of a community which for parti- 
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po ssible, tha \ ene 
i day or an hour whe the people of Lou did ‘3 t 
bilitv to burl these usurpers from the high place 1 sweep ther 
rom their soil, they have re ted this natural valse and « taine 
their wrath within the limits of law and order; and now in this m« 
ment of excitement and passion, when her dest is han r 
thread of executive will, the dispatch just read at the Clerk’s des! 
from her prominent citizens and business men affords another pi 
hat her true sons rise above of prejudice and partisans!) 

d their voice is heard in this solemn crisis in the ever-| od cau 
of peace. 

Believing, then, that the p ood will be promoted, q and 
good feeling restored, ¢ ( ) ivoided, and frat il harmor 
established by the passage of t 3 b * and believir { tha 
I reilect the sentiments and w es Of my n e constituel 
and mv fellow-citizens of the whole State, I shall cheerfully cast m 
vote in! rT f the me ] ct era 

Counting Eectoral Vot 
‘ .7. 1 ¥ : 
SPEECH OF HON. A. M. BLISS, 
OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV} 
January 25, 1377, 
O » 1153) ta n te fon i : Py 
al Py Paste ‘ on of O 

terma Commencing Ma . 2. , 

Mr. BLISS. Mr. Speaker, the strong proba hat the Do 
tant measure now uncer discussion W oon become a \ | 
a cause for congratulation on the part of all patrioti ‘ sar 
of the American people at large he spirit of patriotis t 
ing of passion, of prejudice, a ad of party feelin displayed 
representative men of bo ot the rreat p tical partte vi col 
posed the joint committee on counting the electora ( 
framed the bill under cor iera 1, cannot be too hig ( dled 
It seems like a return of thi irit that animated o fore 
the early days of the R ’ en ther vus less ol il l ) 
not more of patriotisn 

Lit necessity of ag nm 80 i that l ettle } 
qnestion now agitating the to 1 OL the « ‘ 

Pre dent and \ e-P i { rte for at the | e ¢ ( ) 
received the rightful ar t \ y of the electoral votes 1 
der the Constitution ai the iv wirnit 11 the yvreat1 
thre people. Not on 1S ‘ é t ul tted tw ire s yt 
urged by memorials, b te ims, emanating from cit 
zens of the Re public Wit ti I to party, to support the b oft 
joint committee. Wi is revarded by some as objectionable 
a few respects, the fact I i +that the popular sentiment " 
takably in its favor. We | ) recreant te ir tr t df 
to perform the duties of « oli i ‘ is represent ‘ i 
peo did not listen to their voice and to 

I will not underta oO discuss the cor 
That is { 


the province of t] lawvers in tl 


the al 


to 








and destitution and total prostration of business throngh- | Mr. Speaker, amid allthe wrongs, oppress ind humiliation whiecl 
' ind breadth of the land. The laboring masses, al- | have been he iped upon « n-trodden Louisiana spite of the sac 
; 1 ding for work and opportunity to earn something for the | rilege which has violated her sas a State e Federal | 
eir famuil s, plead in vain, and their only occupation is co-equal with each and a f hers er States apite of tl 5 
r day idling in the streets and by-ways waiting for | which has been ottered t \ 1 he sty } ‘ 
oO rn Those men took such action at the last elec- | legislative halls; although s has lx d i the 1 ONE 
atheyt vould bring back to them the days of their old her own State rulers, and sten I 3 f her ow © St 
" They voted to turn ont an administration lavish of the lected fairly and legally at el ot-box, al ‘ sul 
, mney, prodigal of the people’s property, and to install in its | pation has been foisted upon he spite of all t her s ve 
an a stration under Samuel J. Tilden, who showed himself patie endured all these ins + ries, wt al « wre 
+ his governorship of thes at State of New York asachampion | and instead of rising in their might and driv 1 
; i the publie expenditures and a friend of the poor mar wrong-doers from her soil, they await the aw stice tl 
| robbed of the fruits of that work; it is possible that | fellow-countrymen and anxiously look forwa i s 
1 I be counted out ; but if they are to be subjected longer | tion of their difticulties and release from thralde b : bu 
7 ; mn of the present 1 us policy, I say to the opponents | sure process of law and ite triumph of 1 t 
; 3 at ey who thus subject them better do it within the Louisiana has passed through the trial of « nted he ha 
suffered in the school of adve ty as but few Co wea ‘ 
a A rican people always obey the law, but they have little | ever suffered, and in all hertrib tions, in all her sorrowing troub 
f the s I tricks of the politicians 1 shall be griev- | she has maintained peace and orde! and while a else has been 
dis nted if a procedure to count the electoral vote unde periled and ,may pere ce b st, she has preserved her fait bine 
shall result in defeating the just claims of Mr. Tilden to the | the manhood of her sons, and strated her devotion to g¢ go 
( Al orit f my constituents will be grievously dis- | ernment and the cardinal p ves of republic stitution 
cha result; but I feel lam acting for their best in Mr. Speaker. in 1872 e hieh-handed, 1 vful terposition 
forthe | interests of the country, in voting to reach a | Federal anthority forced State a wove nent rt ‘ 
ae mn by reason and law rather than by blind par- choice id maintained s sul ‘ i of wl hay 
i brute force. IL vote for this bill because I still have | been the disturbance of ( the f material i rest 
ar by use T believe that the men who compose our | blight of prosperity, misrule, f Ire to ac ster the laws d 
‘ ( rt w rise above partisanship and decide as to j ice | sence of protection to life a propel An unser IS, Partisar 
’ returning board has ele y trampled 1 er foot the « i 
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ena 
guments in fa f bill advanced by gentle fsucheminent] Mr. Speaker, it is but too well known that the whole. ! 
ittainments the legal profession as have delivered tle r opinions | ing the last three years has been prostrate and suffering f 
hh the Se ite al fo men I have no hesitation in wecepting | most 1 irful crisis that has ever visited this country. Whe 
that | t } perity and contidence began to dawn upon usshortly bef 
‘ savored to est mv mind of narrow san ¢ s, | contest, they were blighted in their very bud by th 1 
( sidera he facts concer r the rece election, | doubt in which the country has beet plunged. 
fake a practical view ot all the circumstances, then judge oIwt | It needsno pi ophet to foretell tl t the fau and equita 
auth ire on the present occasion I be vet it Mr. Tilden has } of the rreat I estion before us will at once restore contids 
n | es elected by a majority of t legal electoral | will, as if by magic, give the people of this country the 
vole f eS is by a popular te Phe political par plenty that have ever been their natural birthright Lb 
hia il mt a } | a” l K hapy restoratior in be attained if by any possi bil \ 
i very large number of I e « also believe | of the White House could be considered a usurper or 
it Mr. Tilden fairly t however, be | elected. I have as much contidens in the wisdom and } 
inact of injustice on n t adi it tl e are reat | disposition of the pec ple as an man on this tloor, but I do |] 
imbers of fair-mindec eas ) t as earnest | there is as much grave danger when an unarmed nation is 
ind honestly believe tl bee ( iby a maj y } in the contidence of their rightful ruler as there is in the ar 
f one of the electoral v« in >the to I iW } that might infest the streets of our ereat cities, Knowir 
Che tribunal that this bill authorizes is of a nature that should com- | ver I am the more ready to acquiesce and give my hearty 
mand the contidence a ad respect OF ail cl ens of either politi il party a measure that will avert it 
in the country Iam one of those who believe that there are highe1 Mr. Speaker, I havesaid that Iam willing to leave wit} 
considerations and graver duties in the minds of men who may be the legal questions of thi bill in the hands of those gre 
chosen to give the most momentous decision of the greatest question | of both the Senate and the Hlouse, of whom the cou 
that in our time has agitated the country than mere partisan spu proud; but to an unlegal mind certain facets seem natural 
Phe individual presidential candidate will weight but little in the themselves in regard to this great question. 
by ince betore the judi¢ ial minds of this tribunal in Comparison with Lhe Constitution has provided for the solution of certa 
e justice and truth that is demanded fromthe me Upon Whose Vel questions im the electoral college. Thus, for instance 
dict the eves of the whole nation are centered. tie vote in the electoral college the Constitution pro 
Sir, | have no tear of the result of this q lestion. Unworthy indeed | edy: or, if more than two « mdidates were voted for nD 
would be the Republ to drag on a lor wel life [Tat nalof the i majority of the wl le vote « ist, We agall find ( 
I hest caste could not be trusted to wdyudicate Upon JUSLICe a fl pProy les a rem \ Lb} the 5 l 1 has failed to 
fact } fraud; and the framers of that great instrument, in the p 
It would be a great blow at a republican form of government if minds, never pel supposed that frauds would be 
our centel l year, in the face of dat gers predicted years ago, select y the oct oft the highest position mm the 
that the Repul ic would be destroyed in a contest for a presidential | peopi 
cessor, enough Of patriotism were not manifested by both parties ] suppose there « in be no doubt, as event fully } 
to honorably ind peaceably arbi rate on aquestion that has brought parties admit, ithe very act of a erting theit belief 
ruin to so many other governments | of the election, that the contest naturally is in dispute N 
Weshould be willing to admit that partisan influences have caused | mitting, as the opponents of my party do admit, that s 
noh-partisans to doubt, and that the great mass of the pe dles oes ¢ t, What other remedy is possible to decide this gra 
y to be convineed which side is 1 it to cordially acquiesce in an | than this bill no before us, when the Constit i 
mithoritative dee " Accepting this as true, then it will be much | 1 © provisions for a remedy to settle the present exig 
better thatd puted facts and dl sputed law should be referred toa And here I might say, however satilied I feel that M i 
nal in mun all thee people would have contidence, and whose been elected President, [| would still consider it a great 
decisions would be accepted as of supreme and binding force, sub- | if his inauguration should not receive the undisputed tit 
ect tot ria ation of at least one branch of Congress. | ponents as well as his friends; because that misfortune wi 
There are puestions fo be settled now concerning the me lv assert itself in bis case as well as in that of Mr. Have 
the ¢ til nin regard to counting the eleetoral vote abo jury of the whole country. Surely, sir, a private citi 
! ! rless difference of opinion expressed by able | itate to invest his means in real estate when there wa 
te en from the early days of the Republie until the present time. | the title. How much more should the people hesitate 
Lilie « es of the times demand that this settlement should now Mavi trate ruling over them whose title to the great oii 
take pla ve settled for the future any possibility be tainted with doubt ? 
So faa legal questions of the bill have been diseussed I am It is that solution and remedy which the bill afford 
‘ r ts overned inimy judgment by the judgment and opinions | speedily and strongly asserted itself in the public mind, 
f such « ent and experienced minds as composed the joint com- | opinion has spoke n With its thousand tongues in its favor. | 
tee who matured the and who have so ably advocated its 
Nsaure W hen such able and eminent lawyers and statesmen as Mr. | holds out the olive-branch of peace to a nation distracted 
Bayarp and Mr. THURMAN, who represent one party, and Mr. CONK- | ical stril 
LING and Mr. EDMUNDs representing the other party in the Senate, 
ther with the gentlemen of the legal profession belonging to both 


parties who advocate the legality of the measure in this House, agree 
on all the essential points favorable to the bill, my judgment readily 
rees With their opinions. I believe the judgment of the people at 
irge must be atfeeted in the same manner, and that they will accept 

he conclusions of those gentlemen as convincing and satisfactory. 

Of course, Mr. Speaker, if | were to look at the subject merely as a 
partisan, having no regard for the honest opinions of others who be 
lieve that Mr. Hayes has been elected President of the United States, 
vith my own positive views that Mr. Tilden has been elected, I would 
naturally take the partisan position that no step must be taken that 
admits of a doubt as to which candidate is elected. We hear men 
declare in a positive manner that Mr. Hayes has been elected and 
must be inaugurated, or that Mr. Tilden is elected and he must be 
inaugurated, This contlict of opinion must be decided in an impartial 
manner by some impartial tribunal, or the promptings of party zeal 
may lead us into a sea of trouble. I believe the right mode and 
the one that will give the greatest satisfaction to the people is the 
one indicated in this bill. 

The trouble and dispute that has been agitating the country, it 
seems tome, will be productive of much good inthe end. Already we 
have seen in the House and in the Senate, since this bill has been dis- 
cussed, members of the two political parties, animated by a mutual | 
desire to avert the dangers that threatened the nation, unite in burst- 
ing the bonds of partisanship, and working together earnestly in an 


eflort to arrive at conclusions which do not tlavor of an advantage | 


to either party. Gentlemen who have always been politically op- 
posed to each other are now found working together harmoniously 
In support of this bill, It augurs well for the future welfare of our 
republican institutions when gentlemen so recently opposed in bitter 
political contests can lay partisanship aside and labor in unison to 
arrive at a peaceable settlement, 
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SPEECHL OF HON. LEVI MAISII, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
IN THE LIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVI 


| 
| 
Gee reason that I heartily give my consent to this measur 


January 25, 1 577, 


On the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and reculate the countin 
dent and Vice-P1 ent, and the decision of questions arisi 


| term commencing March 4, A. D. 1277 
Mr. MAISH. Mr. Speaker, in the absence of rule or si 

lating the count of the electoral votes, I have held th 
by its own organs must count the votes for President and S 
the votes for Vice-President. This, it seems to me, is the 

| plication of the twelfth amendment, and under circumstances 

| ditticult to imagine might be absolutely essential to the exe 

the ultimate power of the House to choose a President and the 

to choose a Vice-President, in the event of no election by the - 

Llow otherwise shall either body determine when the conting 

| has arisen upon which its further action depends? We ar 

| the Constitution the sole judges as to that. No one, except 

there some desperate partisan, who contends that the Pr 

the Senate may count the votes and declare the result, W 

| there is any other provision for the ascertainment and not 

|} us of that contingency. Shall we wait until the Senat 

| is devolved the lesser trust and the lesser duty, has arrived ata 
clusion and certified it to us? That would be to make 


{ 


Magistrate a mere dependency of the Senate, and to deft 
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vhich the election in case of 1 choice by the colleges Third. The Gove e United States, Mr. Speaker 3a 
ferred to this House. |} Government of granted s. <All powers not conferred by the 
\ is it in my judgment ever intended by the men who framed | Cons ion, ‘ i ed, are reserved expressly 
amendment that the two bodies, so « tirely dissimilar to the States or the pr l 3 is the language of the Cons 
should count concurrently, and that no result could be | tio 
r declared until they agreed. To leave this most me i I S , : s 
l i vernment, the ch e ol s head, to two tril ‘ t 
4 : to the peo} 
; ta mpire, would be toi e anarchy or a set ent Con i mend 
} ont 3 i 1 t} } { {ay } D } 
We might « me I Waly ith of M lo appoint electors, sit | Vice-President isa powet 
othing but continued nor heurre ind tl } ct ited to eitl f ¢ t 1] intly 
} } ~ , . — ’ ‘ Ses JO t 
e repeated after every new election, and every new elec t. on the contrar ( pg 
such circumstances would be a more tnehttful civil ec ae ea 
the last. What, in that ease, would In ne of the « ; ; 
rand er ined duty of the House to elect int event of 1 
| » the Se © OI , 
_ . Marl mu the wore N it S t 
T10n of the ¢ 
; ‘ State ippoit | 1 ) t el sis t 
Sage EX ‘5 ee e ed to be, not NH ol th Ho 
it bY Lhe Wy ( ‘ 
; y ; : e alone, to which gos ‘ 1 Mach State 
I Vo 1 S 1loor 1s ‘ ¢ ‘ 
: : ) It Ose p ers ‘ e, W ire t delewated 
, on Wor ~. 7 ed States by the Co be reserved to the States or to t} 
UU 1 mty of ail ‘ } ‘ 
en 4 i, the power upp t electors, thus expressly ck 
} ( read n the State ’ ivred ‘ hie House of C'%¢ 
é { i ien has given us i } 1 
i 5 q CSS O1 1) i lo S ) ) l ( lt hel ’ } 
w partial failure of the « ral inachinery And we 4 , - 
1, ¢! haat ci i Ba OS Aya ® Cons 1 i 1 ferre e to the ele ors and 
to proceed with this «adh diately” upon the open ‘ ¢ +} \ } 
2 . oe lists of their vote Ire ent and Vice-1 | hat t ‘ 
eriificates. In these certificates we find “distinet | sol t} { ] ] 
} ; : 7 : the « rss 3 cel \ te lad to the 
ts respectively cast for President and Vice-President, and  ( : we | at , 
. t < ' ert ‘ to ad Stu + a ( e l're I t 
is separate in order that such body may take and «« ‘ G 1 ; ' : sap 
t tl i to | nti 1} WEEEOSS Phe Presid senate sha ep e ot the 
rto e oflee ( cma yviven contingency tilled by it, j 
5 > a : Senate and House of Representatives nall the ce bles and 
‘ { hint ‘ ¢ 
‘ certain for itself! whether that has arisen or not. , 4 1” 
I hold also, Mr. Speaker, that either House may take ac ‘ | } M ~ { | 
. . S11 peaker, | ies tha i objection to ti electoral 
rmance of these duties, and may employ any agen best t ' 
7 . : . rt if ny Stat ‘ i ed by any 
to enlightened its conscience. If the two HLlouses see tit to 1\ : 4 . j 
5 i ; fai { “| lf 4] ai i es ‘ Or alia ere il Ln f CVe  CULNt Vere 
‘ ret uM morahew nl i rtiis pul ose WH é puagment 4 o 1 i } one re { has 4 \ 1 rif theSta 
ind may not be arbitz I cannot see that the project is . 4 1 
L the « tion »matter if the St 
f nstitution jection Phe per y ‘ ‘ } } 
: Sarat : , I hel oo wt ) Hak sé ver but one l 
S min ( beach ve that t il we 
. ‘e" : ; t e sole Le ‘ rs I er if the Consti 
ore wie! td Tost itiul Just metwer t 
, } i t le to ¢ é ‘ trie { « bu 
( ry these Vie I shall cheerfu c t mew } +} ; } } } 
‘ ‘ t Cll \ ‘ % ) ( ) hi i 
en mere oly Os I +f d. the Senate must w 
ra und if the obj | ined bb 
llouses, the \ es ‘ not ( nite bu 
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vo Houses, and of their delegated commission, is final, the approval 1 { t] t ‘ f the Senat of R 


the President required by the Constitution to the contrary. ' sof t tors 
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LLL ALD EEE 


| vote fora bill providing fora trial of title to the office of President, 


‘chile L have not proposed to say anything about the late election, I 
vein a fair election and I abhor practices of fraud in elections. 
0 ety is in the purity and freedom of the ballot-box, and those 


os ist preserve at all hazards, or the Republic is sooner or later lost. 
| and foree must not be tolerated. And, while so many gentle 
the other side of the House are so much afraid of the Army 
lar complaining of the use of A few soldiers here and there to 
preserve the public peace under the law, no word of condemnation, no 
teat is ever heard from their lips against armed bodies of men, rifle 
s, parading around the country for weeks before an election, at- 
ing and preventing political meetings, and intending to interfere 
the rights of citizens and the freedom of the ballot-box. That 
this was done at and preceding the late election in several States, and 
i the intention of controlling and carrying the election, there can 

y doubt in the mind of any reasonable man who is not deat to all 
evidence. Yet honorable gentlemen on this floor, who would impeach 
lent of the United States for sending a small squad of soldiers 

the peace and to maintain the rights of citizens, utter no 
word of condemnation against these lawless bands of armed men, un- 
restrained by law. In the language of the great Roman orator we 
ell exclaim, “ O tempora! O mores!” 1 tell those gentlemen 


eserve 


thet the distinguished services of President Grant, both civil and 
military, will be remembered by a grateful people. He is soon to re- 
tire from his present high office, and perhaps from the public service 
forever, but his name and his fame will be dear to the hearts of the 
American people when the memory of his defamers and traducers will 


} perished from the earth, to be remembered no more forever. 
Speaker, I desire to see peace and fraternity established through- 
lour borders. I desire that every citizen, whatever may be his 
race or color, shall enjoy in the most perfect freedom all the rights 
teed to him by the Constitution and all the constitutional 
ments; and when this shall be the condition of our country then 
will the institutions of our country and this great Republic be estab- 
edonarock, I have no patience, Mr. Speaker, with the man or 
ssociation of men who talk about war, about the settlement of na- 
tional questions by other than peaceful modes. Woe to the man who 
st lifts his voice or his arm against the peace of this country. <A 
upon his name and a curse upon his memory forever! 

Speaker, “our days on the earth are as a shadow.” All that 
hear my voice and all that are now in authority or who may be 
ng the next four years will soon have passed away ; but this great 

blic and these grand and glorious institutions of ours must live, 
d, I trust, live FOREVER. 





Counting the Electoral Vote. 


Once to every man and nation comes the moment to decide 


In the strife of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil side ; 
Then it is the brave man chooses, while the coward stands aside, 
Doubting in his abject spirit till his Lord is crucitied 


SPEECH OF HON. GEORGE W. CATE, 
OF WISCONSIN, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 25, 1377, 


( l1(S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of votes for Presi 
t and Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising thereon, for the | 
terin commencing March 4, A. D. 1877. 


Mr. CATE. Mr. Speaker, we are told by the friends of this meas- 
ure that there exists great excitement and uneasiness in the public 
mind, and almost entire prostration in business, by reason of the doubt 
nd uncertainty regarding the final termination of the muddle over 

electoral vote,and an apprehension that serious consequences, per- 
ips bloodshed, will follow. Well, sir, there is undoubtedly much 
theasiness in the public mind, an apprehension of impending evil, 

rowing out of this question beyond what has ever been felt before. 
And why is it? Because of any doubt in the public mind as to where 


+} 


l 





the exact truth is? becanse of any doubt as to where the Constitu- 

! | is placed the power to count the votes and determine the result 
of the late election ? or because of a want of confidence in the body 
1 


sessing such power to deliver full and complete justice in this 


o iter?) Any apprehensions of evil arising from the determination of 
the contest in accordance with the Constitution as interpreted and 


‘trued by all men and all parties from the first to the last election ? 
Not at all; but all the excitement and uneasiness prevading the pub- 
lic mind is wholly and entirely due to the wicked pretensions of cer- 
tain prominent men in the republican party that they would not sub- 
mut ‘va counting of the votes as they have hitherto been counted, 
t that the votes shall be counted by the President of the Senate, 
ind that he is the sole judge of how many and what votes shall be 
counted; that he and the Senate would declare who was elected, and 
that if the House after 


ot Tilden the members would be 


V—3 A 


promptly arrested—a proposition 


tno man can be unlawfully “counted in” as President; for, | 


| 








| from the first conventi 


such a declaration should attempt the election | 


first, by whom shall the 


| to accomplish the grand 


ed 


startling to the average mind in view of the fact that in no possible con 
tingency has the Senat« to elect or declare any! ] 
President of the United States, and 1] leul 


d well ealeulated to prod K 
among a people w and ought to be 





he powel wuly elected 





ho are jealous of their liber s 





and who have in the rece ist submitted to about as much 
pation as they are willing to bear 
The people believed that if these pretenses and threats were « 
ried into execution there would be trouble and perl ips a civil war 
because such things would not be tolerated. <A fear that Haves is 
about to be inaugurated by the use of the Army of the United States 
in detiance of the unquestioned belief that he was d . rt, 





a fear arising from the sayings of prominent men i 1@ republican 
party that the settled law of the land was to be detied and tran ple d 
under foot at the dictation of the bold conspirators who | eas ed 
to speak for the party, Aas ere ited all this alarm and uneasiness 
fear of war, and was designed for that very purpose, to drive t] 
democratic party to abandon the old well-beaten path | Whicl ! 


the electoral votes heretofore cast have been pea eably ind satisfac 
torily counted and accept in its place some other mode more faverab] 
tothem. There no fears of strife if the Constituti 
served, but only in case 


3 Wholly i in the 
feated candidate. 


h is been 








vnored luterest 
We are told that a compromise like that proposed is in the int 
of peace and will bring 


I do not soregard it; 
peace will be insured if the time-honored precedents be followed, and 
contidence in the st 


ibility of our institutions be fully tored, and 
the public mind will at once become tranquil. <A sort of * bull-do 
ing” process has been resorted to from the first to disturb and distract 
the publie mind and create apprehension of danger that could 
only be diverted by aresort to other modes of counting the vote than 
the mode hitherto in practice. This was commenced the day 
following the election by the announcement that Hayes had received 
185 votes, and was elected, which was untrue, at least was not 
known to be true, and therefore none the less is 


erest 


a revival in business. 


an 
on 


Oo! 

a falsehood, but 
designe dto prepare thie | ublie mind for what should follow, and thers 
has followed from that time to the present a most wicked and tic 


ral 
ish attempt to force an abandonment of well-known and approved 
methods, and the adoption of methods novel and untried, but out of 
which,or by means of which these bold conspirators expect to be able 
successfully to thwart the will of the people. To allay all this ex 
citement it is only necessary that these pretensions be abandoned and 
submit to the usual methods of counting the vote. The people are 
never alarined or excited over the observance of the settled law I 
will now briefly give my reasons for opposing this bill; and first, who 
all count the vote. 
The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senat nd Honse of 
Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then | inted 


Three principal questions arise upon this clause of the Constitution ; 
i ln 


vot 
ote 


and thirdly, to what 


counted: secondly, what shall be 


counted ; 


it shall the mquiry ¢ tend In virtue of 
thelaw the Vice-President is the custodian of the returns until the time 
of counting, at which time he is commanded to open them in the pres 


ence of the two Houses. Hisdutiesare specific and clearly defined, and 
it is a familiar rule in the construction of powers tha 


at when specitied 
enumerated powers are grant d there « | 


I 
an be no inplied powers ex 


cept such as may be necessary tothe execution of suc] 
ally conferred. Such minute and particular specification of granted 
power of itself excludes the idea of the grant of any additional power, 
upon the theory that having attempted to define the power or au 
thority conferred in relation to a partienlar subject, be pre- 
sumed that all the authority intended to be invested been fully 
and sped ifically defined. 
Why was the President of 
turns and open them in 
reason than because he was the cus 
todian of them. 7 is not in the whole Constitution in relation to 
this subject the dele gation to the President of the Senate of a single 
scintilla of power or authority beyond that conferred upon any mem 


bas are speci 


it will 
has 


he re 
For no othe 


the Senate required to produce t 
the presence of the two Houses ? 
had the possession, because le 


bere 


ber of the House, or upon any other member of the Senate, the right 
to preside in the se parate deliberations of the Senate and give the 
casting vote in case of an equal division; but as to possessing any 
particular power or control over the joint convention, it is not to be 


found in the Constitution. And yet there are found gentlemen who, 
in the face of this silence of the Constitution, contend that the power 
act of the occasion, the only object of the 
meeting of the two Houses, is vested in the President of the Senate 
an unusual way to confer such an important power. 


No, sir; at best it can only be elaimed to be an inferential power! 
in the President of the Senate, and the best argument that can be 
urged to rebut any such inference, an argument that ought to be con 
clusive at least upon the two Houses of Congress, is the fact that 


that assembled for that purpose to thi 


mm 


last 
the two Ilouses always did 


count the vote ordinarily, perhaps always, 
by the instrumentality of tellers appointed by their direction from 
each body, as a means of exercising the right and duty of the two 
Houses, because edch member could not count, neither cou 
whole body count; but as a means of convenience only, the teller 
being no more or less than the organs, the instruments of the twe 


bodies to ascertain a fact, and their acts in the premises to all intents 
and purposes are the acts of the two Houses. 
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Sir, it gnificant of the merits of this question that until the 
! sent time there has been no difference of opinion as tothe right of 
{ » Hlouses to count the votes for President and Vice-President, 
and wl ‘ ny discussion involving that right has arisen it has 
! 1 80 mu to combat an Opposite Opinion as to protect the 
I ts and p ‘ f the two Houses against unintentioned abra- 
BIO Phe — of this country are and should be jealous of their 
liberties and ¢ taturally opposed to an unnecessary centralization 
of power, ane d to-day they look with alarm upon this new doctrine ; 
new because never before asserted with any considerable contidence 
by anybody that such an important power had been lodged with any 


that he has been, 


one man in this powel he be 
called upon to exercise in a case where he is himself acandidate for 
President; a hich n ‘nnable him by the manipulation of 
votes to declare hiesatlt oleahed daca )position to the true state of the 
and for which there may by revolut 


power of determining the resi an election for 


country; a may 


» ads 





pow rw tay 
ho i¢ dress but 
ilt of 


vote Lye 


The 


lon. 
President 


and Vice-President is a great power, to Inquire into the election and 
determine from the returns and other proper evidence who has re- 
ceived a majority of the legal votes, involving, as the inquiry neces 
SATILY Taust in Close ly contested elections, the question “What is a 
vote?” “What votes are to be counted?” “Which are the votes that 


represent the true will of the people of a State ?” because none others 


can be counted, call them by whatever name you please, the power 
to reject and the power to count, and you have some idea of the tre- 
mendous and dangerous prerogative Claimed for the President of the 
senate. 

That no man shall be permitted to bea jane lge in hisown case or in 
a case in which he interested is a fund ound il principle in the 
polity of this country, recognized and practiced in every department 
of the Government, from the highest to lowest. Freedom of all per- 
sonal interest is absolutely necessary to unpartial judgment; even 
send a juryman from the box if he is related to either party within 
the third or fourth degree and looks with suspicion and diseredit upon 


the testimony of a witness who is related however remotely to the party 


for whom he testities. Yet gentlemen contend for the lodgment of 
a power in the President of the Senate where the inducements to use | 
that power for his own advancement are beyond estimate. This is a 
strong argument that the power has not been given, because such a 


consideration could scarcely have escaped the attention of the framers 


of the Constitution. They must have anticipated that the President 
of the Senate, usually the Vice-President, would himself be a candi- 
date for the office of President and entitled to participate in counting 
the electoral vote; and the impropriety of him being the sole judge 
must have been as apparent to them as it is to us and explains the 
singular phraseology of the Constitution. To the popular mind it 
will be one of the strangest arguments, the magnitude of the power to 


be vested in one man, however eminent and able and however pure 





and ex: “mR he may be. 

In a debate occurring on this subject at the last session of Congress 
Senator CHRISTIANCY said: 

There seems to me a fair though not conclusive inference that it is not made the 
duty of the President of the Senate to count then 

lhe votes 
because, if this had been intended, the langnage in that connection wonld naturally 
have been as already suggested by several Senators, *‘ the President of the Senate 

all open all the certificates and count the votes 

And it is instructive to tind that, while all the more able Senators 


so far 
Senate 


in both polit al parties partie ipated in that debate, not one, 
I have observed, favored the idea that the President of the 
had power to count the vote, and this, too, at a time when there were 
nticipate the umstances by which we are now sur 
d will therefore accepted by the country as the calin 


ne reasons toa cre 


be 


Portirade a, at 


and well-matured judgment of the Senate. In 1221, Mr. Clay de 
elared in the Senate that the counting was by the two Houses, and 
there was no one to deny it in a body at that time containing as able 
men as this country bas over produced. In 1857, the right of the 
President of the Senate to decide as to the counting of the vote of a 
State objected to was denied in the most emp shatie manner and as- 
serted by no ilthough the then acting President of the Senate dis- 
claimed any wack power and declared that he had not assumed to 
exercise such a right, and the right of the two Houses to determine 
wh is a vote within the meaning of the Constitution, and what 
votes, if any, shall be counted, was maintained in the most deter- 
mined manner by Senators Seward, Douglas, Crittenden, Stanton, 
foombs, Butler, Wilson, Collamer, and others, and while no action 
was taken toward detining the relative powers of the two Houses 
and the President of the Senate in counting the electoral vote, because 
the exigencies of the case did not demand any, still the expressions of 
opinion can lead to but one conelusion, namely, that the power of 


what votes should be counted is vestec lin the two Houses of 


Congress. Such also was the general opinion of the members of the 
House of Representatives as expressed on that occasion. 





But the most direct and notable construction of the Constitution 
occurred in the enactment of the twenty-second joint rule just prior 
t ounting the electoral vote in 1865, and undeg which the vote in 
t year a Iho? and 1873 were counted without difficulty, and 

der which the present contest would have been peaceably and fairly 


settled had it pleased the party responsible for the rule to be governed 
by it, although it had served the party for three presidential elec- 


TO THE CONGKRE 


| jected by the 


ESS 


IONAL RECORD 


—_———— 


tions and the votes of States had been counted and rejected by the; y 
Hiouses under its provisions. That rule construed the Constity; 
lodge in the two Houses the power to count the electoral vor 
in case of a dispute to decide what votes, if any, from a giv: 
should be counted, and demanded a concurrence of the two Hous 
admit the vote of any State to be counted if it was objected to, » 

to either House the power to exclude a vote if in its judgment it, 

to be excluded. But now, unhappily for the peace of the cou 

men who are responsible for the rule and have partic ipated in its 
ecution from its inception to the present time without perce 
Injustice, 
of it. 





iSt 


can hardly find suitable words to express their detestaj 

It is pronounced monstrous that a vote of a State can be 
action of but one of the two Houses. Ay, it is iy 
strous that a democratic House should have the power to rej: 
vote of a State, but it was not considered monstrous for a rep) 
House to reject the vote of a State, and probably would have 


| ued to be so considered had the republicans retained power 


Houses; but having lost the control of one body beyond hope of 1 
ery, and having quite as unexpectedly secured the vote of a portion 
“ solid South” though by means the most disreputable, these cons 


tious gentlemen can no longer conceal their disapproval of t] 


| iquitous rule, especially as under it, if justice should prevail 








party would be sure to lose their vote in the solid South and wit 
Hayes would lose his election. But I was speaking of the legisla 
precedents tending to establish the right of the two Houses to « 
the electoral vote. On the 25th day of February, 1875, Mr. Mo 

introduced a bill to provide for and regulate the counting of the. 

oral vote, the prominent feature of which was that the power to « 

and determine the result was in the two Houses of Congress. 

In case of two sets of returns, it provides that the two Houses s 
decide which shall be counted, and in case there is a disagree) 
between them as to which shall be counted, the vote 
lost; in other words, the concurrence of both bodies is required to 
ceive and coumt the vote where there are two returns. 1 
passed the Senate on the same day, but was lost in the House ; 
discussion in the Senate developes the remarkable fact, in vir fy 
cent occurrences, that the Senate was almost unanimous in the o 
ion that the right of counting was in the two Houses. At the 
mencement of the next Congress, Mr. MORTON introduced a 
bill upon which final action has not been had, but the discussio 


of the State 


| the principles involved was more elaborate and characterize 


more ability and learning than upon any other measure bet 
Congress, and showed that almost the entire body concurr 


the opinicn that to the two Houses had been given the jurisdi 
count the electoral vote. Thus in support of the power 
Houses to count the vote we have the uniform practice of o 
dred years; the enactment of the twenty-second joint rule ( 
gress, signed and approved by President Lincoln ayd yet 
the passage through the Senate of a bill asunens recogn 
power, and the introduction of a second similar bill in the Sena 
which received the indorsement of all the prominent Senators of 
parties; and yet, with all this unbroken history before us, there rises 
up like the ghost in the play a party to deny this rule, as Pet 
nied his Master, under the leadership of men who have bee: 
mental in producing this very history, who, if not responsible for t 
enactment of this rule, assisted in administering it for years 
objection and so long as it promise «1 aid and comfort to their | 
Upon my construction of the Constitution, and the record 1] t 
ferred to, I rest this part of my argument, except to add that tl 
expressly admits the power. 

This bill ledges the power to count in all disputed cases where 
there is but one réturn trom a State in the two Houses, but in cases of 
double returns the power to decide is placed in the commission. To 
my mind this is clearly unconstitutional. What right has the ( 
gress to delegate this important duty imposed upon it by the Const 
tution to any other body or person? Clearly none at all. If 
admit that this power is by the Constitution delegated to the Houses— 
and so far the friends of this bill are concerned it must 
for the purposes of this argument, because the bill admits the power 
any other power imposed upon Congress may just as well be tra 
ferred, and any duty imposed may just as well be shirked as this 
Will anybody pretend that the C — ss could refer to the President 
or any other de partment of the Government the power to «i 
election case of a member of Congress? And whi 


Z 


We Or 


contested- 


Because the power and duty in that regard is placed in the two 
Houses, an answer that is impregnable to any criticism. ‘The Const 


tution has within certain limits defined the separate and indepe! 
powers of the several departments of the Government and wit! 
which each is independent of the other. Now will anybody pret! 
that the executive department might impose upon eit her of the other 
de partments the discharge of any “duty imposed upon it by t he Con 
stitution or that the judici: ul might create a commission of learn 
men to determine an linportant and difticult case pe sanding in it? How 
apparent is the absurdity of such a proposition. And yet that Is Just 
what this bill does; and it is no answer to say that it is being d 
by the law-making power, because it no Jess ‘than the o ther rid part 
ments is acting solely within delegated powers beyoud which it cal 
hot go. 


Sir, why should this side of the House consent to deprive itse! 


the power the House now possesses, the power of preventing th 













































































uration of any man as President who in its judgment 
d fair inquiry, has not been elected. This side of the 
es that the two Houses have full power to institute snvestigations 
letermine who has been legally elected, and that the prima t facie 
nade by the ce rtificate may be disproved by showing that the 
upon which it was based is tainted with fraud or other ille- 
I feel that there is no doubt of this power, and that it should 
Serted in the interest of justice and good government. Without it 
ople of this country are at the mercy of a few returning boards 
led and manipul: ated, as the y W ill ever be, by the 
sin politics, in the interest of one party or the other. 
i ,oustrous to say that the people are without any remedy forsnch 
outrages asitisclaime “Lhave bee *n perpetrated in Louisiana and Florida, 
as in the former State, the whole State government is in the 
( iracy. Why, sir, should this power be surrendered and those im- 
be nt questions left in the adjudication of a tribunal intensely pai ir- 
initsorganization and am: ijority of whose membersthere is every 
reason to believe disagree withus? Inthe debates that have aaaeie “dl 
on this bill republican members who support it justify their support 
rt with the assertion that the commission will not go behind the 
ites of the State canvassers when the certificate is regular on 
, leaving nothing to be done in such cases but to tabulate the 
returns, and while these orators are loud in their praises of the abso- 
fairness of the commission as contemplated, there can be no ques- 
tion that they expect each republican member will do his duty, which 
s that the opinions expressed in debate shall be sustained, and 
the casting vote of the fifteenth man, though silent as the falling 
snow shall as quickly and unerringly as lightning executes the will 
of God execute the wish of the republican party. 
Why not stand by the Constitution as explained and construed in 


, after a full 





( Vass 





worst ele- 


certine 


+} 


i hundred years of advancing science and civilization, rather than 
embark upon an unknown sea of experiment, and throwing doubt 
and uneertainty upon such unbroken current of authority? This 
House should plant itself on the Constitution and tender to the other 


muse as the mode of counting the vote the uniform practice and in- 

on itsobservance. But, says the objector, the Senate will not 
agree to that and the peace of the country will be disturbed, our in- 
stitutions endangered, and the prosperity of the country seriously 
disturbed. To this I answer that the liberties of the people are best 
preserved by frequent resort to first principles, and that the peace 

sperity of the country are best preserved by a strict adherence 
settled law of the land, and the country will stand by the pub- 
ervant who is fearless in the discharge of duty and stands by the 
Constitution, as construed and interpreted through a long series of 
I yield to no man in appreciating the blessing of peace, and 
no man deprecates more than myself the horrors of war; but I would 
preserve peace and avert war by an adherence to the law. No party 
ever be charged with fomenting strife which insists that an un- 
line of precede nts, based upon and sustained by the Constitu- 


n, shall beobserved. If in sucha case war comes, it will be charge 
to tl 


ahd jp 





and substitute in its place new and untried theories. But war would 
the mere force of public opinion would frown down all at- 
iupts tosubvert and overturn the established usage of the land, and 
consign to eternal infamy all who would seek to involve the people 
in civil war to accomplish their own base purposes. It would be a 

in which the people would be on one side and a few politicians 
on the other. 

But as important as are the questions of peace and war, afar more 
Important question to this people is involved in the questions now 
betore Congress. Is the will of the people the supreme law of the 

din the election of President and Vice-President ? That isthe im- 
portant question now confronting us, the most momentous question 
ever presented to the people of this country, and no amount of talk- 
iny and antagonizing it with the rights of States can obscure or be- 
little itin the publie mind. The States have rights which must be 
protected, and duties are imposed upon them which should not be 
neglected. The United States will see that the governments of the 
States are not only republican in form, but republican in practice, 

ud no State will be permitted by any species of legislation to per- 
petrate an injustice upon the pe ople of the whole country, as would 
he the ease if a candidate lac king a majority of the vote —_ the peo- 
s ? a State should, by the fraudulent action of its 
hoard, be foisted upon the country as the President-elect. 








ranvassing 
T he re pub- 





lican leaders say that, though the fraud may be proved clear as holy 
Writ, there is no remedy here if the fraud is covered by the forms of 
law. Fromsuch a monstrous doctrine I dissent; and I also object to 
submitting that question to any tribunals organized in the interest 
ota party holding such a doctrine. The pertinacity with which it is 
urged alarms me. 

Is the fraud in Louisiana to be passed, and force and truth imparted 


) the saying that a “ fraud is as good as a truth if it be ¢ lot he din 
tie forms of law,” under which principle, while admitting that the 

popular vote of that State,as shown in the returns, was for Tiléen, 
they yet claim the State for Hi: vyes, because all the fraud and deviltry 
hich such result was reached is merged in the certificate? But 


vp ily for the good of the country there law. Fraud 


is no such 


ites eve rything with which it comes in contact, from the simplest 


tra oe iction between man; and m: 
ant 


in tothe orders, certificates, judgments 
ecrees of the highest tribunal in the land. 





Chamber be- | 


iat element that sought toignore the settled law of the land | 
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But wh at necessity for such a tribunal t] 











t mu Las 1@ One provided for 1n 
this bill? Isnot the Constitution and the legislation had under it suffi 
| cient for the present emi is it has b the past , Se 
* I'WELL, in speaking to Senator MORTON'S of last year, says 
Not only did the fr ers of Constitut ’ t tis poss t me ‘ 
true count of the chet ral vi ut all that ssa 
This part of the Constitution was long and well considered, as the 
debates show. There has been no fault found before. In aid of its 
provisions t] ( joint rule was enacted by our republican friends, which, 
together with the Constitution, served their purposes well for three 
SUCCESSIVE a 
Sir, why © the republicans so thoroughly dissatisfied with the old 
mode of « enti he vote? There is but one ansv onder 
the old method th y cannot defeat the election of 7 , a there 
fore it must be dies ded and pian devised that will br yr abou 
that result. First, it is insisted that the President of the Senate shall 


count the 
conve 


had been propos. d and deno 
ntion by those ade the Constitution | 
as untenable by the g en of all parties anda 
adoption of the Constitution whenever the subject 
and finally it had to be abandoned, and instead a commission is raised 


intensely partisan in its haracter and in part composed of five judge 
of the Supreme Court, three at lk 
and thus giving the aus 


vote, a plan that iced in the 
) 


who m 1 


} 
Qna Aliso ap ies 
} 
tall 


ood times since the 


h be ] 


has been discussed, 


ast of whom must be republicans, 
republic a majority in the commission. And 
this is the tribunal the decisions of which the inauguration of 
Hayes is made ible; makes that possible which without it would 
be impossible without the consent of the House. 
But it is said that this tribunal is an absolutely 
one, and fact th ] judges are take 
Court is referred to 


by 


poss 


fair and im): 
n from the 


irtial 
the at the five Supreme 


howing 


iss itsexceeding fairness; but justice and 
candor compel me to say that while Lrespect and revere that august 
tribunal and bow with reverence to its judgments and decrees, and 
would submit in entire confidence to the adjudication of any one of 
its members my dearest rights, off the bench in regard to all mere 
political questions I should re pose no other or greater contidence in 
what they ight say or do than I would in any other number of 
equally able men of the same party—no more, no less; for I expect 
whe v those judges get down from the bench and take their places in 
this commission they My go there to represent the republican idea 


in this controversy, and I kave good reasons to believe 


that that is 





what isexpected of ‘ies, Republican orators who support the meas 
ure justify their course to their party friends by asserting that it in 
creases Hayes’s chances, upon the theory of course that the certificates 
will be adjudged conclus And Mr. Morton said in debate that 
“in no other way than by going behind the certificates can Tilden be 
de-clared elected,” and it being understood the two Houses will go 
behind the certiticates and investigate the charges of fraud and cor 
ruption, those gentlemen regard a change of fi 1 to a tribunal 
whose OPIDLONs are not known in doubt y¥ rhaps as favorable to 
them. They take the bene be t of the doubt, because the logical result 
| of MORTON'S statement is, itif we do go behind the certilicates an 
investigation will result in Tike n’s election. 
Now, profoundly impressed with the belief that Mr. Tilden has been 


vful and 


y 
fairly elected, Tam decidedly opposed to surrendering the lay 
t a method that 


constitutir mal method of determining that question 
ement will I 





in my jud ‘ad to the inauguration of Tilden and Hen 
dricks, to this new and untried tribunal not judicial but political in 
its character, a majority of the members being presumptively against 
us. Undeniably it will be regarded, as in truth it is, a concession to 




















the republicans. I am not willing to make it. I know the two 
Houses have the power to enforce the right, and will do so if it is left 
tothem. Manifestly we ought not to shirk the responsibility. England 
expected every man to do his duty at Trafalgars our country ex 
pects every member of this vane ne to do his duty here, remembering 
that “eternal vigilance is the pn of liberty.” 

Mr. Speaker, if this was a ametion of sentiment only, I grant you 
the bill ought to pass, 1o1 the debate is re plete in beautiful ha iwhts 
expressed in words and manner of surpassing eloquence, creditable 
alike to the head and heart of the speakers ; but I submit that it 1s 
more than that, it is really whether the voice of a majority of the 
people of this country is to go for naught, be set at detiance by the 
fraudulent action of a Louisiana returning board upon the senseless 
pretext that its action is conclusive upon the country if satisfactory 
to that State, the entire machinery of whose government is in tli 
hands of men who wink at the fraud and justify the wrong, men 
who have notoriously defied the Law and trampled inthe dust the lib 
erties of the peopl for their own base purposes, And are the peopl 
without remedy None need be expected fromthe State authorities 
because they are interest¢ tuating the wrong Then none 
exists unless this bod iv sadmitted constitutional powers, 
becomes the grand ( st of the nation and asserts the supreme 
of right. 

Am not Tin Wi n as much interested in an honest count of 
the electoral vote in Louisiana as the people of that State a inal 
have I ht to demand that the vote shall be cor et] 

Shall the people submit tothe action of aretur ive 
composed of Inen notorio orthy of credit, cond ied by the 
ution of a republican Co nd by the deliberate f of 
every honest man of al one of whom pr ca convicted 
of yx bv the H eC mittee of the Forty-third Congr ud 
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| count as the old section which it superseded, it is but fair 


tify myself in refusing to support a legislative plan so fair 





SIONAL RECORD. 


we must follow the constitutional path by the 

And I am free to say, if this bill is defeated, if agreement is 
ble, I shall support those who claim the right of the President of 
Senate to count, believing that this accords with the early pra 
before the adoption of the twelfth amendment, and belieyj 
that, this amendment retained the same words in re] 


best lights w 








as 





that it was adopted with the interpretation that thes 
already received. 
But, after the precedents of the last sixty years, I never cou 


partial as this, to follow a disputed interpretation, however » 
rhe interpretation may be followed from necessity by reas 
ure toenact a legislative provision, but never from choice and d 
Now let me hasten to another point. Let me ask my 1 
friends if they think it probable —atter the spee hes and vote 
publican Senators on this bill—that these Senators will ever 
o count the votes for President \ 
unless possibly the democratic party ! 


the right of their president t 


TP -esident, 


hould 


| enough to defeat this measure or fail honorably to carry out 


visions. And isthere asane man in this House who believes t) 
President of the Senate will count these votes without thi 
and against the voice of that body? But I forbear to press t 
although it is suggestive of our real position. 

Now we are told by some exX¢ eedingly brave gentlemen tl 
yielding to clamor, to unmanly fears. 
fear in this business. But are the peace and prosperity of t \ 
ican people and the honor of republican institutions mat 
little consequence that we cannot guard and preserve them 


the suspicion of unworthy motives? I certainly do not ant 


I am conscious of no 


} any bloodshed or civil war if this bill is defeated, but I sha 


Genet S} ired to be a “ political trickster” and 
! f confidence? ‘I lea is monstrous, and strikes at the 
lati f our institutions, the right of the people to govern. 
I do t I to h doctrine I believe in protecting to 
the lest extent | the rights of the States against the encroach 
en's lederal power, but it is not one of the rights of the States 
to arbitrarily defeat the popular will through the knuavery of any of 
3 officials; and if, by any means or in any manner, the government 
f a State shall for any purpose, with or without the consent of its 
people, be used in such a manner as to cheat and defraud the people 
‘ e Unior f the just results of the election of President and Vice- 
Ire lent, such State government is no longer republican in form, 
1 it becomes the duty of » Hl ses of Congress to interfere 
protect not only the peo] I siana, but of the whole coun- 
try, from such lawlessness 
Mr. Speaker, I firmly believe the two Houses of Congress have 
t powell vl that it « t » be exer ed, and for fear that 
me other tribunal might not believe as we do, I will not con- 
tto surrender one ota of power, but would hold and exercise 
itt the lica n of truth ds justice Never was there a ques 
tion of such \ endent importance to the future of this coun- 
ty lk neet it here and now and establish a precedent that 
1 be of untold value, deciding we and forever that tlhe people 
ot t ~ untry will not ibmit to a falsehood and bow in humble | 
i) re a ¢ til ite k yn to be false. A piece of paper | 
‘ eived in f id and perjury, and brought forth in iniquity, is | 
claimed to in irt absolute ity, a thing that cannot be inquired | 
it sin tl the tact that most of the States, and 
especially my own State of Wisconsin, have by their courts decided 
that the certificate is mpeach ble, even in cases where the statute 
‘ ires that the canvassers shall determine what persons have been 
‘ ected, holdir that itis thee/ectionand notthe canvassthatdetermines | 
tha ht to theotlice Therefore [shall vote against this bill: First, 
beca el believe hel rit of counting the electoral vote is by the Con 
on vested solely in ihe two Houses of Congress; secondly, be 
ca e | believe that power cannot be delegated to any body or per- 
ind third because, if the billis not in conflict with the Con 
i fis unnecessal as there is no reason why the present elect 
‘ | tte shall not be counted in accordance with all the precedents ; 
i lia because it may result in the denial of justice and the 
I mph b COUSPITacy the most gigantic and damnable, to compass 
wiguration of Mr. Haves in fraud of the voice of the people, 
\ heretore | would keep the power where I know that justice will 
te ¢ ‘ 


Counting the Electoral Vote. 


SPEECIE OF HON. SAMUEL F. MILLER, 


OF NEW YORK, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 25, 1877, 
On t 1(S. > 153) to pr for and regulate the counting of for Presi 
i on of questions arising ther ior th 


. March 4, A. D 


Mr. MILLER. Mr. Speaker, in the short time allotted me for de- 
bate I shall not expect to enter upon any general discussion of this 
measure I content myself by saying that I believe this bill now be- 
fore us, providing for ¢ ting the votes for President and Vice-Pres- 
ident, is constitutional. If I did not so regard it, I certainly should 
not give it my vote. But, further than this, Mr. Speaker, I believe 
this bill is more just and more impartial to the parties interested than 
iny plan suggested by any of the various interpretations of the Con- 

ion given us by the disagreeing constitutional expounders. 

Tam one of those who honestly and sincerely believe that Mr. Hayes 
was elected by the people, but I concede that other gentlemen equally 


ass 


neerely believe that Mr. Tilden waselected. I have so 
idence in the honest election of my candidate, the republican 
. that lam willing tosubmit the question toa fair and impar- 
ial. If my democratic friends, who are equally confident in 
ce of their claims, are willing to submit them to an impartial 

why should we not agree upon this mode of settlement? 





W should either party persist in asking a tribunal or umpire whose 
‘ on is known in advance and whose award cannot command the 
respect ind acquiescence of the other party. 

lt dle to say that the Constitution clearly marks out the course 
for us to pursue, The Constitution leaves us in doubt. Not only 
do the two great parties in this House not agree upon the consti- 
tutional mode of counting the electoral votes, but even individuals 
‘ e same party advocate opposing interpretations. The truth is, | 1 
for the last sixty years, at least, the votes of the electoral colleges 
| heen counted under the provisions of a legislative plan or agree- | 


adopted by the two Houses of 
our duty as it has been understood by those who have gone before us 


in trying to agree upon a plan in advance of the count. 


( OngTess, 





So we are but doing | 


if either party defeats this measure with the design through do 
means to seize the administration, that it will hold power w 
satisfaction and without honor, and that it will receive such 
from the people at the first election as will consig 
oblivion for the next fifty years. 

The gentlemen on the other side will mark out for thems: 
policy of the democratic party ; but I for one do not wish t 
lican party with its record so glorious in war and in peace « 
to any such fate. I prefer to vote for this bill. If it is passed 
expect to see the claim of Mr, Hayes, now clouded by susp 
misrepresentation, cleared up and vindicated by the decision of 
high tribunal. 

And if his claim be so established we shall see him ina 
with the approbation of the whole American people. 





hit to det 




















Counting the Electoral Vot. 


SPEECH OF HON. DAVID REA, 
OF MISSOURI, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 25, 1877. 


On the bi 3. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of vote 


dent and Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising theres 

term commencing March 4, A. D. 1s77 

Mr. REA. Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to discuss the constit 
tionality of the bill now before the House. That has been done in this 
and the other end of the Capitol much more ably than I could doit. I 
shall therefore content myself with a statement of the reasons for t 
vote [shall give upon this bill. 

This bill is one of grave importance and demands the calm 
tisan consideration of every member. No graver question 
humble judgment ever confronted Congress than the one now 
this House. 

The people of this great conntry are divided into two almost 
parties, each claiming to have elected its candidate for President 
Vice-President. Dual returns from each of four States ar 
in the possession of the President of the Senate, each purporting to 
contain the true and lawful votes from said States. 

Under the Constitution it is the duty of the President of the * 
ate to open all the certificates, in the presence of the Senate and II 
of Representatives, that he may have in his possession, and u! 
law as it now is that duty is to be performed on the second W 
day in February, a little over two weeks from this day. 

When the certificates are opened and double votes from one 0! 
States shall appear, of necessity an adjudgment must be had as | 
which of the dual votes are lawful and shall be counted, and so! 
verson or body must determine that question. 

Who shall adjudge the disputed votes is a question upo! 
members of the House and Senate are not agreed. 

The Constitution says: 








. 1] f 
The President of the Senate shall, in the ~ sence of the Senate an 1] I 

,; Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be cou 
It is not statedin words by whom the votes shall be counted, ! er 


. : . | 
Of course in the absence of any legislative provision on the subject | 
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ted what shall be done in the case of double votes from a 


sta 


i ie nty-second joint rule has been abrogated, and there is no 
ile at this time preseribing how and by whom the true and 
votes shall be selected from the false ones. It is claimed by 
that the President of the Senate is empowered by the Constitu- 

th power and authority to judge and determine for himself 

re the lawful votes, and to count the same, and that an as- 
1 of authority by Congress to determine and pass upon the 
eness of votes, in the absence of a law authorizing the same, 

be revolution. Others claim that the President of the Senate 
, power or authority to judge which are the true and lawful 
ut that by virtue of the Constitution the authority and power 
ve the validity ofthe votes are vested in the Senate and House 
resentatives, and that for the President of the Senate to adjudge 
lity of votes without authority from the Senate and House 
ntatives, and against the protestations of either House, 
revolution. And others claim that all votes, although ob- 
, properly certified are to be held as lawful votes and counted, 
th Houses concur in excluding the same, while others claim 
h votes objected to are to be excluded, unless both Houses 
( ir in counting the same. 

With all these conflicting views, entertained by members of this 
ind by the Senate, and knowing there was no rule or law in 

) plainly gnide and control the canvas and count of the eleet 
tes when the two Houses should meet together and the Presi- 
of the Senate in their presence should open all the certificates 
ng the votes, the Senate and House some weeks ago wisely 
la joint select committee to prepare some measure, legisla- 
or otherwise 





rest 


be 








‘71 
», best calculated to accomplish the lawful counting 
electoral votes. 
Phat joint committee, composed of honest and able men of both 
| parties, of whose patriotism mainly and learning there can 
doubt, after long and patient deliberation, reported the bill now 
the House unanimously, with one exception. 
| ill has passed the Senate and is now before the Touse, and 
stion now is shall the House defeat or pass the same. 
repared to take the grave responsibility of defeating this bill, 


das it is with the surrounding difficulties and contrariety 
sof members of the House and Senate; with the l 


rood 
f this whole country of both parties demanding a peaceful 
ful solution of the presidential problem? In view of all these 
full view of the near, and, without some agreement, it may 
weleeme future to the American people, are Representa 
pon this floor prepared to reject this bill without substituting 
better, and launch the ship of state upon a boisterous 

sea on the Mth day of February next without rudder 





Is this | 


| believe I would re 


to be driven by every uncertain wind, it may be, upon some | 


seen reef, there to be broken asunder? I for one am not. I ama 
I believe in the political tenets of the party to which I be- 
I would sacrifice much for its success ; I love my party, but I 
! country better 
Ido not believe the President of the Senate has any power under 
{ 


nstitution to pass upon and determine the lawful from the un- 
wiul votes. His power over the votes ends when he has opened the 
Les, 
I helieve the power to judge of the legality of votes is vested in 
the Senate and House of Representatives, acting concurrently, and 
it no vote objected to can be counted unless both Houses agree 
thereto. The bill now before the House is founded upon the doe- 
that the power to canvass and count the votes and adjudge the 
iwful from the unlawful votes is in the Senate and House of Repre- 
iatives, and not in the President of the Senate, and hence the 
t of Congress to prescribe the means and manner by law of pass 
¢ upon the lawfulness of votes, canvassing, and counting the same. 
Senate and House are equal, one having as much power to judge 
awfulness of votes as the other; and they are equal in the 
passage of this bill. It cannot pass unless both Houses agree to it. 
Whatever can be done under this bill is in law done by the two 
liouses acting concurrently. 
Ilo not believe the passage of this bill will be a surrender of the 
night and power of either the Senate or House, but on the contrary it 
he an aftirmance of the power of both. 


» Su 
ile su] 





ld have been better, in my judgment, if some other plan or 
iission could have been devised, provided it would have been 
lly impartial, and would have commanded the same respect from 
people. No other plan has been presented, and without anything 
1 I believe it would be unwise for this House to defeat this bill. 
side of the House cannot afford to do it. This side of the Honse 
© power to pass the bill, and hence if the bill is lost it will be 
able with its defeat. 
ieve there is a wide-spread conspiracy in this country to inan- 
surate a President by frand and force if necessary, and for that pur- 
pose the fraudulent acts of fraudulent returning boards, sustained by 
tary force, have been resorted to in order to procure the electoral 
tes of certain States against the expressed will of a majority of the 
i The passage of this bill, in my judg 
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here are some objections, in my judgment, to bringing the judges 


veme Court into the commission authorized by this bill. | 


i { en the Senate and House 
of Representatives meet together on t Lith dav ot February next, 
and the certificates are opened, that the President of the Senate 
should claim the right, in the abse of any rule or law to the con- 
trary, to count the votes and determine for himself what votes he 
will count, and proceeds to and does count cert votes, and declares 
Hayes and Wheeler elected against the protestatio of the House of 
Representatives, what will this House do? I bhi al { ie tl ne 
If the honest judgment of the House shall be in that event that the 
action of the President of the Senate was unlawful, and therefore no 
President had been elected, then it would be its sworn duty to pro- 
ceed at once and elect a President, and should the House then elect 
Tilden President there would be two declared-elected Presid und I 
cannot see how a collision could be avoided, unless one of the parties 
should back down. Let us not take the chances. Let not the Re » 
resentatives of the people, who are this day holding in the balance 

| the future destiny of this great Republic, move on blindly without 
any rule or law, to govern the count, until they have arrived ata 
point at which it would be cowardly and humiliating for one party 
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We upon this side of the House have great contidence in our cause. 
If we have the law, justice, and the right on our side, should we 
hesitate as to the resul under this bill ? 

Through a number of years of practice in an honorable profession 
I have learned that thrice armed is he, before the bar of justice, who 
has truth, justice, and the right on his side 
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Mr. Speake r, I re pres it on this floor a law abiding, liberty-lov Ing 
constituency, engaged in the honest, industrious pursuits of life. They 
want peace. Ido not be e those of either party desire any man 
inaugurated President s he has been fairly elected I do not 
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ome a law, as I believe it will, I trust that 

fraud and corruption will find no protection under it, but, on the con 

trary, through the instrumentalities of this bill IT shall hope to see 

the true and lawful votes for President and Vice-President counted 
and the will of the people thereby respected. 

Doubtless this bill is not pertect. ‘I rough ull the works of man 

imperfection can be traced, but under all the circumstances surround 





ing the presidential problem I beliey 
to defeat It. 
I shall, therefore, give it my 
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January 25, 1877, 
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Mr. BURLEIGH. Mr. Sp ker, as the time allotted to each member 





















































of this House to speak o tl most Important question 1 Very rt 
I must state iny reason for the ite T shall give in as brief a manner 
as I ean. Since I can re ember, my idea of the counting of the 
electoral vote has been that, according to the Constitution, this high 
honor was vested in the President of the Senate. 

But, sir, since the grave question of the day and how to decide it 
has arisen, I find in looking over the history of our country that the 
greatest of the men we have had, without distinction of party, have 
taken ditlerent views re rd to counting and decidi ele l 
votes that are questlol ible. 

There is another imp1 m that has always been { L¢ ind, 
and that is that the framers of the Constitution never i that 
Congress should have the power by throwing out the vote of a State 
or otherwise to annul the action of tl I State t ‘ 
of «a President. On t contrary, t ( 
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who believed he had the right to register and who was r 

application to the only judge who had jurisdiction in the 
New Orleans of political cases, and it was decided by him that 
) jurisdiction and could afford no relief. Nay, more than this, 
e the duty of the supervisars, by section 39 of the said ac t, 
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abk persons without limit as to numbers, at 
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{>> for a period not exceeding three days. 
ddition to constables without limit appointed by the State au 
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{down by Hon. Mr. Taft, Attorney-General, appointed Unit 
ity marshals, without limit as to number, throughout the 
Orleans and the State of Louisiana to protect the citi 
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ers of the Government, and I doubt not one-fourth thi 
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ipervisors of registration are clothed with the power unds 
deny absolutely to any citizen the right to register, 
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as inthe city of New Orleans, compare notes, an 

a conspiracy by which they should cast the vote of the Stat 
the returning board, or bitter partisans might file mere ] 
attidavits from wholly irresponsible and unknown perso 
consume the time of the board and change the resu 
candidates o1 people really concerned, being notified or | 

And why was it that the commissioners were required 
their statements within twenty-four hours after the close 
and forward them to the supervisor of registration? Ai 
the supervisor of registration required, within twenty-fe 
the receipt of all the returns from the different polling-place 
solidate such returns and to send them to the returning 
vether with the official statement as to intimidation ? 

It was manifestly because that was ample time wit] 
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The reason for the provision requiring the board to meet 
Orleans “ within ten days after the closins “Yo 
cleal Within ten days there would be ample time for 
and statements to be comple ted all over the State, if 
sioners and sup rvisors followed the law, and to reach tl 


due course of mail. More was not necessary, less wo 
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And not less reasonable and proper is the mandate that 
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ning of the meeting was delaved for two hours beyond the time tixed mia mers showing intimida { ¢ corro 
cers presiding at an electéon, in the belief that illegal votes had been t nf én ts] 
ry +} Tae ¥ } a@lihadavit of three respec Livi¢ I , 
ped the balloting and commenced anew; where the warrant « ine , 
t ion did not specify the time when the poll w Id be one } lk nidation during reg l I ( ’ eg rath 
lwas not kept open each day the number of hours required t corroborated by three respe el recompa hy t 
hese cases, there being a substantial and good election, notwithsta N the board held that a ) ) »y matter how 
egularities complained of, the proceedings were not invalidated ie ee sit eel s+ for e 
the following cases being referred to on these points: Haywood on | the canvass and compila I s¢ 
{ ) r ‘ 1 , , ' + 
Elections, page 511; Cochrane and Rowe, page 288; Warwick, But Rule &. “requiring wl ite or his a 
S. and J., page 401. person ' red todoso. sl u ; : 
sone thing to ascertain and declare the will of the voter | « ers, | ul ri ‘ 
is a very different thing to proceed t » disfranchise the voter 5 ‘ 
S ‘ : } 
must be held that the forms of the law should be rigidly com- | ¢ ed at least ent ) 
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ly four members of the board, all re pul 
de e no conservative was elected to fill the vacant place. B 
ould 1 the place vacant? By the resignation of the conservat 





\ rm the clause in the law | during the eanvass of the returns in 1874. Mr. Arro 








CW resent to teil | the ¢ ervative member of the board, and he tells us w] 
V ( i (it in t r executive (secre essions, how carefully they « 
id ead ‘ t | it | how conscientiously they weighed the testimony; wit 
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1e remaine d long ¢ re 
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ir secret sessions in 













































































story et proceedings 
it prevent this they violated the law. They shut out the 
t : by wl h we were permitted to look into the rece S 
‘ ] r the doors in our faces, and hid { 
f \ very law into the dust by whic 
, i , t ( re the people inthe attitude of co 
ee on | not canvass and compile, and « 
B | , toc , the statements of the commiss 
; a ane { eae fol i nated ae ve pro tho ced time and time again that t! 
' | bout \ . ns of the supervisors of registration 
t tatements of the commissioners of election. And from tl 
t It tated | to the close of their work every hour and every day they « 
Cn ms as © l law. “Said returning officers shall meet in New Orl 
“a nd co ile the statements of votes made by the cor 
. election.” They took an oath to do this, and yet they ux 
instance, observed it. 
But what did the re ‘ning board do? 
: They counted out 10,269 conservative votes and 1,76 
1 1 ‘ of the | votes. In addition tothose counted out by theretarning bé 
polls were not returned or counted out by the supervisors 
} tion, and to cap the climax the board counted in or add 
I f ‘ } dred miles from the city of | publican vote 88 votes in the parish of Saint Charles, and 14 
norant, depraved, and unfortunate pari hof Vernon and deducted that number from the d 
‘ ht down, unk n1 vb but to the par The grand total uncounted, made up and counted o1 
{ ed wit! 11 dramatic effect possible | conservative, and 2,17% republican. 
hole « try withthe story \ e had Phe annexed table marked A contains the statements of 
I ow admitte yallmen that this pitiable woman | sent up by the commissioners of election. 
eli nad t the particular persons charges Phe table marked B contains a list of all the polls and 
her were es awav from the scene at jected or suppressed by the returning board and the su 
ee ook place j And the table marked C shows the votes rejected, sup 
cefend ] manit, nd eru Itv, and I manufactured by the return ne board, exclusive of tl 
overnment in y State shall bring | alleged to have been intimidated. 
Vi ] or powertul, to pur hment, and Now every one of these votes, every one of th se 15,41 
f th vs over every person within her bor- | cast by persons qualified under the law by Kellogg o 
! I ess culy ethan the tiends who | counted by officers appointed by Kellogg and so returned | 
nd foully abused her, were | were false or frandulent, these efficers and not the peopl 
‘ ) nned this« spiracy to blacken | are to blame. 
] hofO hitaandtoexceite Now la t that there was n ta single instance thi 
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rs there was not asingle instance in which the board re- 


vle polling-place that they did n 
cise of a power in excess of their lawtul jurisdiction. 


ros trom one sib t do 
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ve any gentleman who was upon 
shed or any attorn 
this lionuse, 


the visiting 
y for the 


comm 





stutesmen, board, or any 





n to produce a single case in which the cor 
<of election or the supervisors of registration sent up a 
ileging intimidation in the form, within the time, and in 





er required by the law. Every act therefore in r 
ov of intimidation was a palpable vi ‘lation of the 











justitied on the gronud that there was no limitatior 
tion of the returning board, or that the limitations, if an 
ight be set at naught. 
the single exception I have referred to? It occurred in the 
Concordia. The commissioners of election at polls 2, 3 
t parish made up their statements properly, and the 
orwarded them with nis own consolidated returns and 
ican commissioners and supervisor, against polls at 
were republican majorities showing intimidation and 
conduct. This was the only poll in the broad limits of the 
enged under the law. 

did the returning board do in this instance? They did not 
ite an investigation as the law required. They did not 
rsons and papers. They simply counted the returns for 
party 


intimid ition the nN, set forth as the law r quires so as to 
ward jurisdiction of the the 

f Li na, was republican intimidation al- 
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question at all, during last 









ther commissioners or supervisors 


L not 


intof their duties? 
Why should tl 


f 1574? 


these ve ry questions arisen 


ey neglect 








" fo report inti 
it the time and in the manner required?) The registrar 
State at large had issued cireular after cireular, impressing 
ticers theirduties. Why, then, should they have universal] 
4 ly with the plain, reasonable, well-known, and simple 
f the law ? 
presumption is that the officers understood t] wid 
s ascertained that no statements were made by as re 
h presiimptrom rire vitably follows that Was no 
h for the statements required ; that there was no intimida 


for them to report. 


illeged that 


the reason why the officers did not make the 
is because they were airaid to do so; that by so doing 
have forfeited their lives. Thisis certainly a grave charge 


' y made. 


Sut it will not be satisfactory to the American 
Was a single commissioner or supervisor injured on the d 
rsince then, after having made their afiidavits in the eus 
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yew Orleans and 
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n harmed t 
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hen, shall define or measure intimidation? How easy to carr 


1 by arranging in the event of defeat at the 
I rity 


to ery out, “Our friends did not vote :1 


a o 
polls for 


han 
icy were afraid to vote.” and so chanve the resi 


vith efficient politic al organization in 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RK 


| ito ascertain whether their fears were well crounded, 
erely for party purposes? The law does not provide 
‘ ers shall be excused from the performance of duty on 
f apprehensions of danger. The people have a right to the 
s | brave, and efficient ofticers; and it will not 
exe as a good reason for failure to do duty. Are 
, »bv nchised because governors and sheriffs and consta- 
: | commissioners, backed by the Army of the United States, 
it they were afraid to enforce the laws, and on their respon 
is oflicers to do their duty If we have descended to this | 
th of degradation and base cowardice, away with your mockery 
ernment. You have offered a premium upon deceit and 
Land eowardice, and would breed disorders and distempers 
ndermine all the virtuesand all the manhood of the people ; 
| red that thongh the officers failed to make their statements 
rtothe law, nevertheless there was intimidation; that the 
: board, passing over the boundaries of their legal jurisdic 
ertained the fact, and that was sufficient justification for all 
Leaving out of view the ill effects, the disastrous conse- 
ssure to ilow from permitting officers when called upon to 
e delicate and difficult political duties to substitute their own 
for the law, let us see how they could ascertain in any 
§ ry manner precisely how many voters were deterred from 
precisely what persons had been guilty of intimidation. 
il rst place the invention of the secret ballot was to protect 
{timid from undue intluences of any kind, and it is sim- 
sible, if the voter desires to conceal his preferences, to ascet 
particular candidates for whom he may vote. The advan 
the ballot were described long before the American Union 
s dreamed of, by Cicero, who Says: 
lot is dear to the people, for it uncovers men's feces and conceals tl 
‘t cives them the opportunity of voting as they like and promisi ll 
ire asked,” 
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be turned to polit 
gether on the iu . 
Sp tacle! Low W t 
difficult to detect frauds 
vy] easure at 
eble fact that in Lo i 
and testified that they i xt 
count of ur. Jn nearly every ‘ 
they believed that so many | ‘ 
voted hie I tieke f t] 
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dos So that al »f 
spen! e truth, and t s t 
es \ l rere VW ~ 
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ere « Ul } i \ Ve 
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rhe last censu OWS 27, 
86,9135 colored males ove1 
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da ” a that c 
LAS bee! nel ent and cc ) a et 1 \ I 
wid disordered. The re i re ‘ 

I rly hout eredit het ‘ 13,145 colored votés re 
the « f New Orleat 1 IR74 tot ] 41 « 
over twenty-o I t1 of « red 

1,000 the total colores n re dl 
vhile the reg I t ile is 10 CSS ( 
there ¢ nbeno complaint o i tion ¢ I re it 
was a total population by the | ed 3 ce 

hite and colored, and 173,979 males over twenty-one yea 
this mnumailo 1 1874 146,523 te vere | ed, and the re 
that a vote of LOL,053 was poli the recent ele n. a 
LA 510 

I Massachusetts par ‘ ( \ ( 

100 votes were cast only reve lt rials ver twe nie 
ist LOU vot to eve 127 es over twe one \f ‘ 
v es fo eve 12 i ) ne i \ \ 
votes to every ILLS male Ve ‘ Veal v ‘ 
sho iat Lou a, W ‘ dlista | 

100 votes to every LLY mal ( t v-one Vears 

Now it must be admitted by a sonable en that the 
not leave a very wide marg t iidation 

A rRARY, 1 A I - 

In 1274 the board tilled the vacancy wl h« ted t} 
they admitted counsel representing the candidates to be pr 
the beginning. In these respects thi ere much 1 ( 
publie opinion and much ed to ol ( 
1276, when graver responsibilities rested upon the and tl 
rounded if not ustained by the eaders of the part t 
belong But the undertakiz vas re ciithve t nad the ] 
dazzling And it will be de ited that thi t thr 
ngs in the ye 1-76 viol f the] ’ disregard 
we more frequent and flagrant thar 1-74 L 
this House, composed of the ablest men belonging to the 
party, Qnanimously condemned their interpretation of tl 
the results pronounced by : 

In 1574 there were contests in twenty-eight parishes, ar 
twenty-four parishes. In 1874 the official statements of t! 
sioners showed a conservative 1} rity of from three to five 
while in the last election thi OW &@ Majority of f 
thousand. In 1874 146,523 te ere cast hie ‘ i 
notwithstanding the fact that the « of New Orleans « 
one-fourth of the populatio t State 1 ed but ‘ 
increased vote, 161,033 votes re ¢ Ving an mere 
country pat es of neal 14 ) il 

Let us look at facts ane 

It is rt pretendes it t > It 
) the super I i ( | 7 ( 

t writte hh I et he certificates of 1 

ion as they had deposited t the rep 

ers rnade no such t é I { Ph lj 
| t, nor could he ] ‘ 
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jected this poll in final compil 
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teturns received November 14; sworn to November 
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tion, and in the case of pat 


had so acted. (See Anderson’s remarks, report. 











rrotest disclosed at the o ening, Novem 
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reneral protest of Messrs. Packard, Brewster, and others, t 
ypy of same with the clerk of the district co 
in this parish was 631 democratic an 
141 democratic. 
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» city of New Orleans. 
This parish cast 3,746 democratic and 2,432 republi 


Returns were received November 16 and opened on N 


There were no statements alleging 
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7, four packages, thre« 


ened and sworn to on 
. before the clerk of the fifteenth jadic ial distri 


ls remarked that there was a pile of protests 





; parish were dated Nove 
‘cdl to the returning boa 





t )democratic and: 
Anderson of the board assured the visiting commuitt 
ns were in the city on November 18, and yet they were 
ily delivered to the board on November 27. 


hrew out 12 
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votes, 
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CLAIBORNE ion the lev t New Orleans OV to Mis 
1 by mail, November 14, two packages; one mailed from | member of the Le la ‘ State 
November 10, and one mailed from Homer, November Ll; seals | supervisor This ofticer 1 S t 3 
end and attention of the board called to the fact by | statements of t ( s 5 
irie. Only remarks were as to scattering votes, so said t upon himself arb arily L.14 ‘ 
board, and Green, clerk. 147 republican 
s cast in this parish were: democratic, 1,576; republican, His returns were sworn to Nove erll. Nos ‘ rte 
the returning board threw out poll No. 3—democratic votes | was filed with the clerk or sworn t He kep 
ican none. Colonel Zacharie asked : tom-house until the 24th, ane i LN 1 | 
rotest in that package | ized by the law, and every ere ‘ i ‘ ON 
No, sil the board threw out 304 ce rat i ( l i ) 
Are there any prot tsin the pa < of Claiborne ? | bet een the supervisor and the oard LASL ce a 17 
N sir; none, Sir; None except a general protest | public sn votes were Treiected This office 
Wells said there was a lengthy statement from the super- | ¢jerk of court as correct under oath, and aft 
tached to returns and dated November 24, accompanied had esubsoanuentiy chanced the face of the said 3 
davits, Which were entirely rebutted before Mr. MEADE’s : Gl 





sor of this parish is a clerk in the New Orleans post 
tof New Orleans, and was sent to the parish to do suc 
his pay from State and trom Post-Otlice Departi 
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ment of votes made by the commissioners of election in It ‘ ! J ( st that i ha | t 
is returned to the republican and the democratic United | Us pat sh and a resolut wa opted by thus II ‘ 
“ s vervisors by the commissioners at th request of the chan special uittee then s D Orienns t ives 
e executive committees of the republican and democratic | port upon ther 
Grant Parish, and by the consent of the candidates of \ 










































State supervisor had designated the polling-places, appointed | Sa a seg Dik Mii to age 8 pe scene shea gramid 
sioners of election, and had then absented himself fron \ ‘ f 
the day of election, in collusion with Governor Kellogg ties I md 
s proved before the Morrison committee—and the republican . j 
ratic United States supervisors made out a consolidated re- ; 
forwarded the same, together with the statement of votes f 
issioners of election, to the returning board, and Mr. 
ul , United States supervisor, delivered all the returns to the | Pau West I 
oard in person, November 29, and the vote was announced State of I 
Mr. Richardson made a full explanation of all the facts con Att nguisition of said M 
election, the board laid the parish over for consideration . . Na ; 
ent of votes of the commissioners of election and tally AE 
ill in perfect order, according to law, and the board threw 
of the entire parish, seven polls, 515 democratic and V5 . 
votes See testimony before Morrison committee, and a 7 
y tiled before the returning board from D. A. Ward, su I 
W. L. Richardson, United States supervisor, and E. A KE. | \ 
refuting all charges of irregularity except as to the al os 1CRINI 
Ward, and proving Kellogg’s complicity.) The Sherman r : 
tains all the testimony and interrogatories against the parish : 
i its favor. At ies ; 
BOSSIER. CHARI », Clerk 
rhe returns were received on Monday, 27th, and on that day opened. I rs that Max Aror R ‘ 
N tement attached or submitted, alleging intimidation or vio pda ips. acgihaet ; ee A : 
et the board cast out 2-0 democratic votes and7s republican ; M a 
LA FOURCHE. re him : 7" mB a0 we ee from the ¢ | 
rns from this parish were opened on November 22, and } party. a eta oe eta ; i ; 
statements were filed with the clerk of the district court | M ‘ ‘ 
efore the board. yet in secret session, without notice to the ers, the disposition of the peop A 
the parish, the board cast out 314 democratic and 176 re ae + ees ee ye: a 
votes, rest tl derers of M \ 
I l from this table every one of the polling-places in the lve As these utters were evyont t f e ir . 
salleged to have been intimidated. Without reference totnese | Mttec, and the evidence take ; ‘ ‘ 
ind allowing the republicans all that they may claim else- | er = Penni re es ee ; e 
e conservatives carry the State, if you give them the 5,464] them. ——_ ; 
: s illegally and fraudulently disposed of. Bee Kae ST 
| foregoing nineteen parishes a democratic majority of 5,464 C. Bd 
. wn ont in violation of law and of justice. This report was unanimo adonted bv the committe 
these proceedings were wholly indefensible. I repeat, strike out It was in evidence that at the very time the lo yy ( 
irishes, alleged to have been intimidated, altogether from | ¢alling for troops, and report that the streets of 
ind the conservatives carry the State. l running with blood, the 1 States « on t M 
VE PARISHES ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN INTIMIDATED Bascom, telegraphed to 3 superior officer 3 
t are the facts with regard to the five parishes, namely: | a New England town. 
Rouge, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, Morehouse, and It was also in evidence that there were local disorders ane b 
i? | ances, but that most of them might be ascribed to the er ( 
] ote of these parishes in 1874 and 1876 is as follows | the parish and his brother, who having the leader pot 
negroes, had for s¢ veral ye irs I t er the prop 
Parishes. 1874 i375. | genceof the community, bree« r ntent and creating feeling 







| and disorders, thus rende 



















Shan Gaae<e Pika eee CoS ae uaeee 2, 4 2 ¢ The consolidated stateme of tl rervisor was dated Nove ! 
iv ola otencntdincepantuy-coacick svbieae ele 2 1,74 11, and was received on November 27 Ma iffid ts and p 
necabannncenatseues wt nnn t ewe e ee eee weeeceee _ . B64 were filed charging intimidation ar olence, but most of these ere 
- tate e tees eee eect ee eee cence ces se eceeeceees 2 proved to be forgeries and to have been mannfactured to ord 
peace es Ne ele DME tale ee lla gies os" 2. a a 12, 458 | custom-house at New Orleans, | I eof them were in 1 


quired by section 26 Tr} ‘ of the parish had 






em, Morehouse, Ouachita, and West Feliciana, there was an increase any protest or statements, and the repubtt 
Viue in two of them there was a falling off—East Feliciana and East | the 










board to the senate vithdrew. ce a 
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ctors, such direction would be clearly j lat 
on and suet 


ate shall appoint rain, if ] 


i@ State should 


h appointment invalid, for the Const 
tl 


ther mode than as directed by the Legislature, 
mld be equally invalid, for the Constitution is p 
shall be appointed as the Legislature maw ¢ 
should the Legislature fail to direct how the appointment 
made, the State could not appoint. The two things must +1 
cur. The State must appoint, buf the Legislature mus 
manner of appointment. Should either element fail, no 
can be produced, 

If this view be correct, it will not, it cannot be contend 
returuing boa.d of a tate may be so constituted as To ¢ 
ary power and arbitrarily to reject returns on this sid 
in effect to substitute its own appointments for those of t 
Could that be regarded as consistent with section 4, art 
Constitution, which imposes the following obligat 


States shall yuarantee to every State in this Union a repu 


y I 
rhnment 


inference is that the States were already in the 

i republ form of government, for the word guar 
something ali ly in existence, and not something ti 
Henee it i - iat the State if the American | 
templation of onstitution were republican States ¢ 
rights and privileges of self-government, the right to ce] 
rulers, to be represented in the Government that should t 

It is idle then to say that any Legislature in this Un 
that the « ‘tors for President and Vice-President shall 
by four or tive men in the State, and not by the people t 

f, then, itshall appear that the returning board of Lo 
in accordance with the law or i iolation of the law, 
pointed the presidential electors, it must be admitted 


itments are clea nvalid. They donot constitute the St 


such institution is known to the Constitution as entith 


Moll 


winting power, for a returning board or perpetual com 

| 1 : | ’ oh pore 

i. moment be regarded as a State at all,or part of the § 
Constitution. an oligarchy pure at 


| most hateful of all forms of tyranny and the oldest and 1 


ent enemy of the government of the people. 
It isn fest, then, that any electors that may 
turning board, even though 
by an invalid title. The defenders 
id claim that under the law they had the power, abso 


il, to throw out the votes of one, two, a do 


parishes (counties) in the State. One thonsand or ten 


hundred thousand voters might be by them disfranch 


| » . : 
the votes of a few polls counted And if is in proof 
lof over fifteen thousand duly qu litied voters were th 


| Now, an election is not a mere formality. Its object 
to permit every citizen duly qualitied to vote. The 


‘ 
ascertain the will of the majority. The Government is « 


| a majority of the people, and however small that majority 


is charged with the responsibilities of administration and 


nest and | to carry out its policy. 
laws and to dispense 


stand apprehension, so 


to protect their lives, 


i . 
|} Hence if the returning board or any body of men shoul: 


| with the authority either to disfranchise a large proport 
citizens entitled by law to vote, before the election, w 
ing, or to reject their votes after the election, so as to t 
| and give the majority to the side they might prefer, 
islature | been no election; no majority of the people has de« 
ber of | the result remains in doubt. An election means a decisiy 
entitled in | choice. But there has been no choice by the people in the ca 
Che State acts and can act only by majorities, and it cannot 
that the State has appointed, for only a part of the Stat 
permitted to speak and until the whole body of the peop 
| entitled to declare their will has been heard from it cant 
ui or other writers | that the State has spoken—has appointed. But in place « 
erican State. We | has been substituted the preference of the returning board 
te in the American | mean to say that this result would follow from the exercis 
of the State is the | canvassing functions by the board correcting manifest errors 
popular in form and | or irregularities of any kind, but the power of excommu! 
; F against individual voters but against whole communities, 
trary power from the nature of the case and irreconcilable 
fundamental principles of American government as well as t! 
ten language of the Constitution. 

But let us consider for a moment whether the Legislat 
rected the manner in which the State of Louisiana sha 
electors. The last act of the State was approved Novembet 

} le by proper | and the seventy-first section thereof provides that “ this act s! 
he State may do so. | effect from and after its passage, and that all others on t! 
to some otheragency in- | of election laws be, and the same are hereby, repealed.” 
If so, then the presidential | If it be held that this act repeals all the previous laws 1 
the people of the State act any manner to the subject of elections, we are forced to t 
some alien or foreign power. | ion for the appointment of the presidential electors in the 
it was competent under this pro- | reach the conclusion that no provision was made by the Leg 
rislature to direct, not how the | their appointment. What, then, are the provisions in the a 
‘this power away from the | bearing upon the subject matter? The first section pros 
r or tive men who should | alleleections for State, parish, and judicial officers, for mem) 
General Assembly, and for members of Congress, shall be held 
ny other power or persons to ap- | first Monday in November, and said elections shall be styled t! 


‘hull 
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i] political parties, shall be the returning ofticers for a 
w State, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum and 


er to make the returns of all elections.” 


] be admitted that no elections could be held by the peopl 


<tate for electors unless provision were made for t 
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ted by law. 
1} the agencies of courts, executives, Legislatures. 


section enumerates carefully the offices. It 
elections for State, parish, and judicial 


[hese are “all elections” 


he act. 


m the Constitution of the United States 


the States or people of the States until the Constitution 


ed and conferred it upon them. 
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e Constitution, 
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tno provision is made as tothe mannerand form. 
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pect to them. 
special provisions of the act of 1868~70, with regard toa spec 

SUT ye t,under the well-established rule of construction, will not be 
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to the mode in which laws may be repealed by subseq 
\ sarule, that a general statute without negative 
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i¢ electors for President and Vice-President. 


WHAT JURISDICTION IN STATE ELECTIONS? 


But 


} 4 . : . ° ° | 
' ut has the returning board any legal jurisdiction over the returns 
a ibers of the General Assembly and for governor and lieutenant 
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is.” “ They shall be held in the manner and form and | 
the re culations hereafter prescribed, and no other.” | 
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the same by law. 
is not a wild, stormy South American liberty, nor the 
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The people do not govern themselves direct] 


s,” then, means all elections that are provided for ] 
emen, then, to point out the provisions in this ac 

erin which the State shall appoint presidenti: 
Says 
! otficers, for members 
General Assembly, and for members of Congress, 
er and Jjorm and subject to the requlations hereafter p 





for which legal provision is mic 
Now not a word is said about presidential electors any 
The power to appoint presidential electors 1s 


hie appointing power be exercised unless the Le gvisiature 
manner in which it shall be done in obedience t 
The ouly reference to the matter in the 


|- iy be found in section 26, which provides that in evi 


| be seen, Was excluded from the catalogue in tie first 
d is referred to in the twenty-ninth section as if provi 
it now only remuaine 
that such election shall be held at the time fixed by 
Hence the conclusion is irresistible that either no provis- 
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be considered as 





other elect 


the ample, necessary provisions forthe appointment of el 
But in the act of 1R72 
as to the number 
ected by distri 
the State at large, or whether by the Legislature or the people. 





lgWick upon Statutory and Constitutional Law, pagel: 
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ilar provisions of a former one, unless the two acts are 


hatever view may be taken of the subject, and whichever inter- 
pretation may be adopted, it must be admitted that the returning 
vere hot authorized by law to canvass and compile the returns 
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A$ 
Electoral and gubernatorial vote of the State of Louisiana, 1876.—Continued. 


BI 


distr 
district 


Mar! 


Peter Jose 


Morris 


B Votes rejected by the returning board—Continued 


s rejected by the re turning board. 


Election precinct. 
Conser-, Radi 
Valive cal 


LIVINGSTON, 
Poll § 
Poll : 
108 9 | Poll 
1i2 *9 | Poll 


Poll 2 


Poll 

Poll § 
Poll: 
Poll 5 
Poll 6 
Poll 7 
| Poll 


Poll! 
| Poll 6 


Poll 
| Poll: 
Poll 
| Polls 
Poll 10... 
Pell 11... 
Poll 12... 


NEMB sexicecns 
Poll 3 .... 
Poll 4 





RANKLIN 


Votes rejected by the 
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Votes suppressed by the supervisors. 


Election precinets ane _— 
FAST BATON ROUGE 

anaes 1,14 147 

LA FAYETTE 

Keeeen ele cha sev ne Suacn tri se getnes ceaene aeons 4 

LA FOURCHE 
PPTTTTTIT Tee 314 176 

TANGIPAHLOA 
0666608 Onbeecedewe veces 43 13 

SAINT CHARLES, 
000560608 5s Sweehecconuscundeudession seabencecse 34 
ORLEANS 

Cate ENN. i aca sncenies bhos deetebbsasebeanecnsscunes 1 poll 24% 93 
em on ee ee oes beer aaren 2 1 poll 332 159 
OE acne hie er bs ei oral eee age ib esa te aes a 1 poll 413 4 
2, Yot Ore 

VOTES ADDED. 
\ rahe Canaan tae Be ac 179 
hn te a es CON CONE Eke bb 6a nkaws Kawaws see enanee », 96 41° 
Grand total of votes suppressed. .................- 13, 236 2,178 

C. 

| rejected, suppressed, and manufactured by the returning board, 


lusive of the fire parishes alleged to have been intimidated. 
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Votes rejected by the returning board—Continued 


Elect 1 } s ; Rey 
i al 
LA FAYETT! 
One poll 1h 
LA } I 
Two polls tid 17 
ANGIPA A 
One poll 4 13 
BAINT CHAI 8 
One poll 4 
ORLEANS 
Second ward, 1 poll : { 3 
Seventh ward, 1 poll by 1 
Eleventh ward, 1 poll i “4 
Votes suppressed by the board and supervisors 
Conservatives aa - 4,728 
Conservatives. ... “ 1, nt) 
Total t 4x 
Repub! cans elt 
Republicans ) 
Total ‘a msi ‘ ine 1, S51 
Votes added to the republican ticket 
Saint Charles encase Oe 
MR rssh vac sek cb isetaknas 9 
Total peewawewents “ rr 67 
Republican vote suppressed 5 : 1, S51 
Republican vote added. - . . 267 
Net republican loss ‘ ica 1. Cr4 
Conservative vote suppresse| = 6 548 
Deduct republican loss. -. ; 1, Or4 
Excess of conservative loss aie ; ; 5, 464 
RAND RES 4 
Highest majority for Tilden electors, as shown by table A, 8,957 


Lowest majority, 6,300 
Nicholls's majority, #,010. 


Counting the Electoral Vote. 


SPEECH OF HON. BENJ. T. EAMES, 
OF RHODE ISLAND 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


or 
my 


1-77, 


January 


On the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of votes for Pres 
dent and Vice-President, and the decisions of questions arising thereon, for the 
term commencing March 4, A. D. 1877 
Mr. EAMES. Mr. Speaker, the questions involved in the report 

of the committee of the House to determine its powers and privileges, 

and in that of the Senate and House upon counting and declaring 
the votes in the recent election for President and Vice-President of 
the United States are of vital importance. The ccrrect decision of 
these questions may determine, if not the existence, the continuance 

and stability of the Government under which we live, which is a 

government of law and not of men. 

Any departure from this fundamental principle of a free govern 
ment as a government of law and not of men, upon which we all de 
pend fox protection of reputation, liberty, life, and property, involves 
the very life of the Government. Liberty and law, and liberty regu 
lated by law, are essential requisites of a free government. If we 
would preserve such a government it is an indispensable condition to 
stand by and preserve intact the law of the land until changed in the 
mode prescribed by law. And it.is fortunate that the consideration 
of the vital questions involved im these reports occurs at a time when 
there is no occasion to determine them otherwise than upon principle 
and in accordance with the fundamental principle of law upon which 


| a free government rests and upon the adherence to which its continu 


ance depends. 
The great political parties of the country in this Congress are so 


divided, and in the next Congress will be so evenly divided that it 


Election precincts. Conser- | Repub 
vative lican 
BOSSIER. 
10 49 
172 29 
141 
36 2 
61 12 
184 
210 49 
125 53 
153 69 | 
150 10 
ME ieee 
74 23 
123 64 
25 10 
50 21 
We Iva assane 
26 
51 
170 
322 11 
OO eee 
SED focsedens 
82 4 
150 2 
193 2 
, re 
151 75 
245 67 
172 15 
33 9 
120 38 
76 
Be Locsvenves 
26 
37 
185 73 
251 121 
4, 728 R16 





in ad » : 
od a ation to those counted ont by the returning board, thirteen polls were count 
tout by the various supervisors of registration, as follows 


will be impossible, whether Mr. Hayes or Mr. Tilden shall be President 
at least for a period of two years, to change the existing law so as to 
disturb the business interests of the country. With a republican 
Senate and a democratic House, whether the President is republican 


| or democratic, no change in the law can be made unless agreed to by 
| both political parties, and hence no fears need be entertained by any 


one engaged in any business pursuit that any change in the law will 
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the provision of the Constitution which d 
be delivered to him, and directs him in the presence 


and House to open all the certificates, and declares that 


shall then be counted. 
What power does this prov sion of the Constitution « fey 
\ President of the United States or President pro t 
, 


ily, by 


ute al its terms, confers ho powers in 
either upon the House or the Senate or Congress. Neither 
nor the Senate nor Congress is named in this connection, « 
nesses to an act which is to be done by some other person wl 


act to be done, which is not oaly to open the cert 
i elected President and Vice-P 
® express language of the Constitution to be done i 
Lthe House, and of ne« essity to be di 
he Senate and the House, and, by necessar 

by the person to whom thi 
directed, who had the custody of the votes, and who by ¢ 


lso to ascertain who has beer 
by tl 


ence of the Senate ant 
} 


sides t 


one be 


as no other person is name dl 


ruage was directed to open the certificates in which the 4 
inclosed. Otherwise the whole ceremony is idle. The Pre 
the Senate has the legal custody of the votes. He is dirs 

them on a certain day in the presence of the Senate and t 
The two Houses meet. The President of the Senate opens t 
cates in their presence What is to be done with them? \ 
count them? Surely not the louse, nor the Senate, nor bot 


for what is to be done is to be in their presence, and by nec« 
plication not t them. It surely was intended 
votes should then and in that presence be counted to asce 
ilany one had been elected as President and Vice-President 
And although the Cor 


»> be done by 


istitution does not in so many words 


the votes shall be counted by the Vice-President, inasn 
votes were to be counted then and there, the inference is a 
solutely certain that the act was to be done by the perso 


specitically named as the custodian of the votes and who y 
name to have them on a certain day at a fixed place, and 
there to open the And such 
placed upon this clause of the Constitution from the orga 
the Government. 
But if the power to count these votes and to declat 
not inthe Vice-President, or the President pro tempore of 


ly 
ny 


has been 


certilicates, 





Sp 


whom is this power vested by the Constitution? Is it in 
Ilouses, in the presence of which the Constitution directs t 
dent of the Senate to open the certilicates ? Noone makest 
because each House has its separate organization, and 
meet, they meet as the Senate and the House and not a 
vention to determine any question which may arise. Aj 





unILorm pracvice, when anv que stion has arisen on such ; 
the two Houses have separated and acted separately upon 
the House? If so, upon what provision of the Constit 
law? Wherei her case canany authority be found for tl 


net 
control } 











the const 


of any vy the House insuchease? Indeed no pret: 
kind has been made. The only claim is that the House n 
action prevent the connt of a vote of a State. If thisis thet: 
struction of the Constitution, then it follows that the Ilouse 
} any time defeat the election of a President and Vice-Pre 
though it may be demonstrated that the election has bet 
every respect in accordance with the Constitution and la 
United States and the laws of the States. Isit vested in tl 
If so, the same thing foflows. It cannot therefore be clai 
this power exists in the House or the senate separate ly, and 
it vested in Congress? And it is just here that the doubt 
The Constitution prescribes that after the certificates of 
have been opened by the Vice-President the votes shall 
counted. It does not in terms say that they shall be count 


Vice-President, and it 


ly does not in language say that 
i shall be counted by ¢ ONGTeSS. 


The necessary implication, 
said, is that, inasmuch as the votes are then to be counted 
ence of the Senate and House, it excludes the idea of t1 
the Sei and the House, because the body in the pre 
the act is to be done, by the very language of the Constitut 
required, And yet I freely adinit 
» Constitution in this respect 


sure 





rate sence 


the body to do the act 


lancuage of tl is open to doubt 


not say that the count is to be made by the Vice-President, 


it say that the vote is to be counted by Congress. 
It is upon these few words that 
is vested in ¢ 


the claim is made that 
megress, and that it has power to count tl 


the general provision of the Constitution “ to make all 
shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution ft 





ng powers, and all other powers vested by this Coustitut 
Government of the United States, or in any department 
thereof.” 
the be borne in mind that it d 
ply to the special question under consideration any more tl 
other subject to which it may apply. 
be remembered that as to the choice of President and Vice 
the id among 
cludes either a Senator or Representative froin acti 
for these offices, and especially provides that such elector 
chosen in such manner as the Legislatures of the States 1 
and also specitically prescribes that, if there isa failure to ¢ 
dent or Vice-President, the House the Presid 


of Constitution, it should 


Constitution does make special provisions, at 





shall elect 





} 


And besides this it s! 


il 


hha 











But in putting a construction upon this genet il pro 
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the Vice-President, and that, in vesting these specitie powers | are republican and t 
and in the ilouse, it precludes the exercise npr this j \ E 
y other powers, and therefore excludes any power sup or f hole ques \ 
derived from the general clause of the Constitution, on | whether it would not be I 
rests any reasonable claim in this regard by Congress. 1 the Constitu i tol 
I fuir mind can read the law of the land, as expressed in | to any other pr 
ition, without comme to the conviction that it neve Cx t having a 
y the framers of that instrument that Congress sh Convir | L am, that \ P 
y circumstances, have the power, either directly or indirect] has the ] er to op ‘ 
re with the constitutional right of the States in the mode | best course to purs is t ) i 
ed by ihe Legislatures thereof to choose the President and | ofiicer a iVs as, rather t { ,touny rt 
i it of the United States. known to the Constitution I { t \ 
| ely was never intended that the Legislature should ek t! President in the exerci { | i erre ) 
ve, aby mol ‘than that the Legislature should elect the yudyees leave the ft il deter ‘ { ’ , 
preme Court. supreme ¢ f | . ‘ t ~ 
uc intent of the Constitution was to ke it ‘ l ( ) 
rreat departients, the legislative, jue 
i nea oti r, the one to adopt, the ot re, tl Lin fer ‘ ’ + 
i yexecute the laws. he Ir ‘ ’ ico hi 
in this View certainly it is more than doubtful © the re it | ke ull « 
over juestion now pending before the | ons shoule Tale elt, u r the last sec i 
r, that power is subordinate to the express aut] ty gis f the bill, te determined by any court w h bas jurisdiction to 
tes to choose electcrs for President a 
ras they may preseribe. This is the ch a \ i it ! 
mi the States. It cannot be denied or abridged by any visions of the Constitution ! wre inders xl and acted upon 
ugress, and if the States under their respective 1 t in the ear years « Rey I ‘ ected the rights of 
e of this right have acted within the limitsof the C tion | the States under the Con \ have red a remedy 
votes of their electoral colleges have been duly authenticated |} any wrong which may have been de dsl ive re zed and 
t tothe President of the Senate, as required by law, they must | acted upon the great pi ple up | depend for the protec- 
ted, Whoevel has the power to connut. And whence ver so cel tion of life, liberty, a cl pi ( 7 i ( \ I ra Government 
ey must stand, prima facie at least, as the vote of the State, | of law and not of men. 
such vote should be counted, if Congress has the power, 
sit is rejected by the concurrent vote of both Honses. 
i ‘ y power that Congress has, if any, is to determine whethe1 
te ot any State has been cast for persons eligible under the Connt r the Electoral Vote 
on in the mode prescribed by the Legislature thereof, be ee 
Constitution confers npon the States the right within cer ‘ on 1 y ‘ ‘ ‘ a7 
ul ua Gi dalinmaralaunain at eed be il i Vice-President Lilt } SPE] CI] (|: LION. In . SA VPSON, 
wras the Legislatures may prescribe, and no act of Con E 
in deprive the States of this constitutional right. And any ; 
it b0 do 1b 1S an usurpation of power, and in its very essence IN THE Iie & OF REPRI rIVES, 
nary. If, therefore, any law is to be adopted by Congress | , 
purpose of ascertaining who in the recent election has received 
y ol the votes of the electoral college of the State, it ought Oo Ss 1 
relully recognize and guard these unquestioned rights of the d and Vice-President, and 
s ler the Constitution, And whatever power is granted by | ' Geng Mate 4 
1act should be limited to Congress. If the power to count |} Mr. SAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, the more T have 1 on t 
eis not by the fair construction of the Constitution vested in | question of the electoral cou unl t more cares vy l have t 
‘ President, and { it 1S so vested, Congress has no powell to | flected on events which have er ea th CLYy D I teh 
it, it is vested in Congress, and if vested in Congress it is a] the last few months, the deeper ® the con 
ust, Which can be delegated to no person or body except mind that agreement by the t llouses on this question 
( ess. It might as well be claimed that the power to make laws lute necessity. 
ier Lhe Constitution could be delegated as to claim that this powel Kighty-eight years, save a few days, we have been moy 
Congress can be delegated. der our Constitution We ha had t ! two ] acer t 
Applyiug these views to the reports of the committee of the house } tions prior to the present. Seventeen times have questions been ra \ 
»to the report of the committees of the two Houses, it will be | in the two Houses or at the joint meetings touching th id 
that, iu my judgment, the power to open and count the elect- | electoral votes; seven times hay { puestio been evaded; thi 
vote is vested in the President of the Senate. If, however, | times decided by or under joint resolutions, ed by the P: ent, 
is doubt upon this proposition, the power is in Congress, to | which had the force of law; seven unde the rule ch provided no 
delined by law; and if in Congress it must be exercised so as question should be decided in ilirmative nor vote be counted 
lo Lilringe on the constitutional rights of the States, and that | unless both Houses concurred therein. 
exercise of this power the only question which can be in- And through all these objections and questions and through all 
led into in any case where the vote has been duly authenticated is | this time, three great far tand out befor i 
tthe vote is by persons eligible and upon the face of the re- | the time has never been till now whe ectoral vote v l 
‘lected to the oflice and whether such election was at the | change the result ; second, ¢ two Houses | e never failed to agree 
he vote of the electors was cast at the time required by | on how they would dispose of disputed 1 execpt in cases whe 
aw, aud that any authority which Congress has over thes« questions, | they have skillfully evaded decision ; third, repeated w ir 3] 
: s any, Cannot be delegated. | been uttered all along do nour li y to bb are of the d | 
A t, therefore, to the report of the Ilouse committee, which | the vast powers, patronage, and political policies of this Gove ent 
Caius that it is in the power ot the Ilouse by objecting to a vote to | would depend on di puted el toral vot , blak We he cL de vitl il 
the provisions of the Constitution which confers on the States | alaw, constitutional provision, or tribunal to say wl ho decid 
light to choose electors of President and Vice-President in such | If it has been of such importance to agree before, and we have never 
uuer as the Legislature may prescribe. And if Congress has any | failed to do so, how much more important it no 
over this subject, [ claim that Congress should exercise that Let uslook calmly at the situation, view thi the 1 Party 
tr, and not attempt to avoid its duty by delegating that power | feeling and pride is a sensitive element ut vesteraay, ¢ e othe 
) ers upon whom no power in this regard or for this purpose has le of this Hall, a member and a { f tl I ) | 
x outerred by the ¢ oustitution, the word rins v¢ ‘ i er th I « La t 
Asia from this legal view of the question before the House upon fecliny strong tn ndsh p Lor tl Ls] val pite of 1 
’ reports, it seems to me as a question of expediency the bill of | The situation demands caln : retlecil i e the first day of 
numittees of the two Houses ought not to be approved. Ifthere | the meeting ofthist b f Cong! the lurid Tames of party 
al estions upon which doubts exist, these questions relate to a po- | strife have been burning br iter and brighter in this count 
MICE 3 and the judges of the Supreme Court before whom the &O ot he 1CS and cou if I hue 3 tO the ‘ i tol nut oun 6 ; bel to 
stions nay come for adjudication ought to | make Lou Presiden to di down and b Loup) pur 
their decision. bave been the general order of the day ; the principle « 
But asic from this view, it appears to me that questions of this | of all ( before the law, bot! ie nd | Mk: Gin ris e 
vas well be determined by the President of the Senate as by | that in the Anglo-Sa race of the south re I CrLot uf 
‘ “ire, who is to be selected by the four jud ol the Su { I et ae) © 3. hil i I | fi mortal ! 
Court, who have, as acknowledged by tle report, bee halved I and ter th ! ‘ ; . part 
wo of them are democrats and two repub In either ission | Pous to vv 
» practicaily, we have a commission of tive republicans from the Winn trade ane md ry, ava evel patrio 


lve democrats from the House, four judges, two of whom Limest a drawn battie; the miu of the peo] divided uearly 
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» candidates for the 
sought only to | 
; double 
; the two Houses of Congress divided politically, one | 
by the republican returns as expressing the true 

lemocratic returns as being based 
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States republican; eight- 
South C 
povernor, 
Louisiana has het 
, her republican 
parties there 
States soldiers at each of 


arolina has 
her re pub- 


literally 
first shot; the 


hands of the 


returns 


afewdays; the 22 spu- 
ballot-box to be 
failing to provide expressly who shall say 
no law fixing this power 
difference ; 
sand important duty? 
the diflicult, 


absence of law 
Shall we 
ly not, if we 


all necessary legislation to carry 
kederal Government by 
Phree times has Congress exercised this power by 
», Which had the 
twice by joint resolution, once 
jority of our greatest and best men of the past 
right to legislate upon the subject. 
i ting surroundings to be 
inch of common ground upon Ww hich the two parties can nnite. 
mined so far as T could, reflected upon, compared, read, 
! ivalnst itsconstitutionality with 
and solemnity of the 
country, 
» Constitution, 
,even to the 
of partisan bias so far as man can de- 


effect 


the only 


and believe 
not to 
avoid- 


individny 


a tri- 


his eause, 


always hard to 


*, What any of my own party may | 
, believing as I do that it is the only party 
immortal doctrine 
ited by the Constitution shall be 
a crisis like 


the rights of all 
maintained ; 
, re tlections like 
‘Through this measure defeat must | 
» unto him by whom the 
about his neck and he 
"and my party is defeated 
, 1 have done it no harm; 
any event, 
But he who, if his judgment is con- 
interest of truth, 
sonal or mere 


and 


defeat 
by the 
and I 


righteousness, 


party considerations turn the 
ales, is not worthy to occupy a place on the 
» American Congress. 

cher respect for the judgment of the noble 
and patriotic men who compose the republican party of Iowa than I, 
earnestly for this 
, a telegram on yesterday, 


The people will sustain a peaceful solution. 
s was signed by men whose republic: 
as eXists In that republican State which gave to M1 
righteous means 
, hear 60,000 majority. 

‘artily for this measure, 


these 


and doubt not it will pass and dem- 
onstrate tothe world that this great American people are yet capable 
rovernment. 


I. SLEMONS, 


REPRESENTATIVES, 


Presi 


d Tavoidthe responsibility which | 
Ite presentatives of the people, 
even with my solemn convictions against the pending bill) 


nent; 
cealed in the 


of the 
have 
} sunless sea before 
of us. 


the 
said * 
oath T | 


ul who | 
, and differences 
' so fairly constituted 
) rights ousness of 
, from my brief « xperrence here, 


in joint 
has 


and pure 
. Hayes, whom we | 
United 


IL would | settled? 











to dissent from the well-matured judgment of the distinguis] 
tlemen in this and the other end of the 
attainments I have so much respect and in whose patriot 
most unfaltering confidence. 

I am not unmindful, sir, that the gentlemen who have re port 
bill now for consideration were inspired by a patriotisin a 
and filled with a courage as sublime as can be boasted on this 
and that they believe 
near future. 


It is true, 


the Potomac 


Damn 


that some of these 


Sir, let 


| whence the danger 
| that a rock is discovered in the safe barbor of so many } 
whose concealed but rigid top the mad waters dash and roar? 
this ominous cry come 
come from bondholders or 
Whence comes the cry to lower the life-boats; 
And can they tell me whether there are sharks in that sea into w! 
we are requested to lower this frail craft now being prepare 

Does the ery of terror which breaks upon the calm repose of 
American Congress come 
the soil, the 
legally determined the 


asserted that the I 
interposition of an umpire 


currently. 


subjected. 
appeal of peace, 


jects. 


have 


Sir, Congress (under the Constitution operating ex propria t" 
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Capitol for whose hig 


To avert the one and reach the 
are called upon for action to-day and now. 
cover to my short-sightedness precisely where the obstacle, jf 
is situated from which I am asked to turn aside. 
I have not gathered suflicient inspiration from the declared 

hour to consent to weigh anchor, 
sheltered for three-quarters of a century, and drift aw 
a gale unequaled in fierceness in the lives 


abandon the port in wh 


sir, that the echo of artillery on the Eastern Br 
the concentration o 
tions of war and the hundreds of spies that swarm in th¢ 
about this Hall look just a little suspicious. i 
member how unwise in their glory and base in their fall thes 
spirators have been, we should not be surprised at the feint 
make to cover their it 
where their treasures have preceded them. 

I have seen it announced in the Government organ that thi 
sentatives of the people would be 
they should chance to demur 
ing oflicer. 


sounds a little 


and tried for 
to the ruling of the § 
I have heard it predicted that a hundred thousan 
would be here to count the vote per contra. 
distinguished and personal friend of one of the rivals for the 
dency said that no blood should be spilt by his troops; so I tak: 
I have heard it said that the 
But who supposes he meant to be dis 
spectful to the judicial department of the Government ? 
utterances are not authoritative. 

me ask in all serionsness whence comes this 
from which we tf 


I hear it said that 


war ended before it began. 
the courts.” 


the outlook in the foremast or di 


boards of trade concealed in the 


millions of freemen 
ge, who on November 7 
presidential election so far as an honest 
ernment could require, or does it come from those of the cottag 
| who toil not ? 
Sir, by what means has it been discovered that- the strong 
| the people by their Representatives cannot protect the ballot 
on November 7 as they have for the past long years? 
louse of Representatives, together with t! 
cannot exercise the power so long and so safe ly exercised without 
Both Houses have repeatedly and 
equivocally asserted the power and authority to count the vot 
has declared that the 
that body has not the right to count the vote ; then the powerg 
by the Constitution must be where this House has located it. 
the unbroken precedents of fifty years located it in Congress asst 
Then, sir, why seek a new tribunal that s! 
dispose of the highest and dearest interests of the whole | 

Sir, to-day the American people are face to face and are confro 
with the cruel wrongs to which Southern States have 
To-day the American people are in hearing of the pite: 
long exiled peace, in behalf of her prostrate s 
To-day they can, if they choose, witness the spectacle 
| trate States pinned to the dust by the bayonet, while that m iser 

spawn of reconstruction, the illicit offspring of legislative aud 
| cial cohabitation, the loathsome, 
| boards,) feed upon a prostrate people like the vulture upon the chain 
| Prometheus. 

I am unwilling, sir, that the American people shall turn away, 
draw theirsymp: athy from the people of that blighted, blac ker 
ruined land, and leave them to the mercies of a new returnit 
| unheard of in this or any other country. 
not provide the time when this joint high commission shall r 
| decision. 

Sir, no man, I take it, at this time seriously doubts the power ot | 
two Houses to count the vote in whatever shape it may come. 
sir, why drag the judges of the court of last resort from the ir sé 
| to mingle in this politic al wrangle? Why do you cut off the last ho 
of redress either one of the presidential aspirants have ? 
what court will consider their grievances 
Not the court that sits in judgment W 
for they are disqualified, 
who shall create the court before whom this question may 
Congress, I suppose. 


convention ? 


cancerous wart, 


Sir, the pending 


failed in this, 
warranto or otherwise 
high commission. 
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the power to count the vote, and has, in my judgment, no right to 


} 


+ with it. And if it can delegate it, now is not the time to let go. 
<r» Congress can perform whatever it has authority to perform under 


. Constitution. “ Both Houses,” in the language of Senator CoNK- 
“may do whatever is committed to them,” but they cannot dele- 

rate to anybody else legislative powers, “or any other power which is 
nosed in Congress and nowhere else.” And this, I take it, sir, is 
the matured judgment of all good lawyers who have examined the 
sestion or heard it discussed, 
‘Mr, BOUTWELL, in March, 1876, said in the Senate: 

rhe power and duty to count the vote was in the Congress and that Congress 
vecute it, and that it cannot under the Constitution be transferred. 


LING 


at exer 
Says Mr. MERRIMON, in 1874: 


Congress has the power to count the vote, and no other power can doit. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN said in the Senate, February, 1875: 

I believe the tribunal to count the votes is the Representatives of the people in 
( cress assembled. 

Mr. BOUTWELL in March, 1876, when the question of counting a dis- 
nuted vote was being considered, said : 
j can be under the Constitution no other tribunal to decide that or any other 


rising in the course of the proceeding. The duty is imposed upon the two 


and they alone can perform it and have not the power to 
fer it toany one else. 


esof Congress 


Senator MORTON in the Senate, March 16, 1876, said: 


Phen the question arises which is the more reasonable, which is the better, which 
safer of the two; to adopt the construction which gives this great power to 

the President of the Senate, who may be counting for himself, or would 

r to leave it to the determination of the two House of Congress, represent- 

e States and people ? If we can agree to adopt either one of these construe 

y the latter is the safer ; it is the more reasonable, it is in conformity with 

of our Government and of popular institutions. I then adopt the latter 












. icon 

Who, sir, L ask, denies the authority of the Congress to count the 
vote? And why are we asked to abandon that time consecrated mode 

settling the question, and travel away from the landmarks of fifty 
years, if not away from the Constitution? Sir, all the woes which 
have overtaken my people, all the refined cruelty that has been vis- 

ed on the ruined South, is the result of great straining if not abso- 
lute fracturing of the Constitution ; and any departure from precedent 
and law fills them with alarm. 

It isa matter of little consequence to my people what man happens 
to be the President of these States. They expect and desire nothing 
but peace athome. While the limping cripple, the widow, and orphan 
struggle on to rebuild their lost fortunes, they only desire to see ele- 
vated to power that party who will cling to the Constitution as it is 
as firmly as the rock which crowns the thunder-scarred brow of the 
everlasting mountains. I shall therefore cast my vote against the 
pending bill with the firm conviction that I am at least not far in error. 


Counting the Electoral Vote. 


SPEECH OF HON. BURWELL B. LEWIS, 
OF ALABAMA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 25, 1877, 
the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of votes for Presi 
dent aud Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising thereon, for the 

term commencing March 4, A. D. 1877. 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, in the short space of ten minutes I can 
only state without amplifying some of my reasons for supporting the 
bill to provide a mode for counting the electoral vote reported by the 
Joint committee. Those members upon this floor who come from the 
South occupy a peculiar attitude in relation to this measure. They are 
the only southern Congressmen elected since the war who may be con- 
sidered as true representative men of the people of that section; and 
hence their views and actions are not only closely scrutinized and criti- 
cised, but, as we are painfully conscious, are liable to misconstruction 
and misrepresentation. While they should never surrender their con- 
Victions or their manhood, they should remember that a mind that 
Wisely and voluntarily submits to the inexorable logic of events loses 
hone of its independence. 

his bill embodies the result of the conference of the ablest con- 
‘titutional lawyers now in public life, and it has passed the Senate. 
lt Sa measure on the side of peace and order and is demanded by 
the best interests of the whole country. It is entirely constitutional ; 
It 1s fair and just. 
rejection; the South cannot afford to oppose it. The Constitution 
wisely leaves it to the States respectively to appoint in the manner 
“esignated by their Legislatures the requisite number of presidential 


oe In our early history these appointments were directed to 
« made either by the governors or the general assemblies of the 


States; 


: but in latter years, in deference to popular rights, these elect- 
ors have been chosen directly by the people. It is a great historical 


public fact that such an election was held by the people of all the 
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States cn the 7th day of last November. Each State has appointed 
its electors, and these electors have voted for one or the other of the 
national candidates. It this Hlouse, it ia our imperative 
duty, to use strenuous efforts to uphold the legal votes of all the States 
instead of to endeavor to make an opportunity to elect a President 
ourselves through a disagreement of the two Houses. 


The people know that the President of the Senate has no power to 


becomes 


count the electoral vote, and yet they believe that the contingency 
contemplated by the Consiitution for the House to elect a President 
and the Senate a Vice-President has not arisen. One party of the 


people know that their candidates havea large popular majority, and 
they sincerely believe that they have adecided majority of legal and 
honest votes in the electoral college; the other party believes that 
according to the forms of law and a strict construction of the Con- 
stitution their candidates have a majority. This controversy has as 
sumed immense proportions, enlisting the feelings and passions of a 
great people and involving the most momentous issues 

Let neither party be swift to assume extreme positions. Let us he 
careful not to adopt the ingenious vagaries of heated, immoderate, 
and interested men for constitutional doctrine. Is it for the 
House to take one position and the Senate another entirely antago- 
nistic ; or is it not wisest to provide by their concurrence a mode of 
procedure fair, constitutional, and peaceful? The first course is in 
the interest of revolution, disorder, and anarchy; the latter is in the 
interest of peace, law, and liberty. From the very beginning of this 
controversy I have had no hope for asatisfactory solution of the grave 
difficulties involved except in an agreement by a joint committee upon 
a lawful plan of counting, in execution of the general power to count 
lodged by the Constitution in the legislative department of the Gov 
ernment. 

We are often asked, what will be the result 
law? To this I answer, no man can foretell. 
will eventuate in the inangu 


best 


if this bill becomes a 
I hope and believe it 

guration of Tilden and Hendricks; but in 
this I may be disappointed. We are told if Mr. Hayes is to be inan 
gurated the more violent the procedure by which it is done the better 
for the democratic party. For my part I feel assured that this is a 
serious error. If he isto be inaugurated at all, far better will it be 
for him to come in under the reign of law and the auspices of the best 
men of his own party. This will insure the supremacy of reason, 
order, and moderation. Butif he should become Chief Magistrate of 
the country by force and violence, and at the hands of the extreme 
men of his party, then his administration must necessarily drift into 
arbitrary and despotic measures, and the South will be the principal 
victim. 


Counting the Electoral Vote, 


OF HON. M. 


OF INDIANA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


SPEECH C. HUNTER, 


January 25, 1°77, 


On the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and reg 
dent and Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising thereou, for the 
term commencing March 4, A. 1). 1877. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, a solution of the question as to how 
the present electoral vote shall be counted, so as to satisfy the peo- 
ple and restore confidence in the business interests of the country, is 
one of the most difficult problems that the American Congress bas 
ever been called upon to solve. As Iam limited to ten minutes in 
the consideration of this important question, it will be impossible for 
me to undertake a discussion of the real merits of the question within 
that time ; [can do no more than to indicate the vote I shall give upon 
the question and my reasons for so doing. 

I believe that Mr. Hayes has been fairly and honestly elected Presi 
dent of the United States and Mr. Wheeler Vice-President thereof, 
and that each is as much entitled to his seat as such as any member 
of the Forty-fourth Congress is entitled to the seat he now occupies 
on this floor. I am equally satisfied that most, if not all, the members 
on the democratic side of this House as firmly believe that Mr. Til 


nlate the counting of votes for Pre 


| den and Mr. Hendricks have been fairly and honestly elected to the 


positions of President and Vice-President and should be inaugurated 
as such, as I believe the reverse of it. 
The friends of Mr. Hayes and Mr. Wheeler having a majority in 


the Senate, and those of Mr. Tilden and Mr. Hendricks a majority 


| in the Ifouse, and the Senate and House having an equal say as to 


| how the votes shall be counted, and neither willing to yield its honest 
rhe country is not prepared for the shock of its | 


convictions, in such a case how are the votes to be counted so that one 
set of the candidates can be declared duly elected? Says one, count 
them under the provisions of the Constitution as they have 
been counted. ‘There is just where the trouble arises. The language 
the Constitution is indefinite. One party insists that it meansone 
thing, while the other insists that it means another Phe two Tlouses 
le Lier ¢ qual so far as making the count is concerned, and each con- 
tending for a different constr 3 it pos 


uction of the Constit 
sible to decide the question as to how the voteshall be counted unless 


always 


ution, how 
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P t ‘ ert inot todo? The | dent and Vice-President at three different times under it, and 
I ‘ e tothe counting of the elect refused to permit the President of the Senate to make th I 
feel that it is too late now for the republicans, as a party, to 
ft te and Tlouse of | that the President of the Senate, and not the two Houses of ( 
nb ted should count the vote. 
1? Its t mean the legal retea from | 1 ama republican from principle, because I believe the 1 
Pins ates ee ate ee a dh omenat teil }, | party to be the purest and best party, and has done mor 
ct Sante. tut, ¢ oa et States of Sonth | People and the country than any other party that has ever 
‘ : | ! : ins toe Gote of elont- 15. er believe that that party fairly and honestly elect M 
ee WI] : nther for Taldi 1} | Hayesand Wheeler President and Vice-President of the | 
\ bas ah of these four States t 1 the late election, and so believing L am willing tosubm 
| ' sj i Soni ell on 1 Wheeler v are. while ds the lectoral vote to a fall md hone t tribunal, as proy 
rilde dil ricl votes are Which i : ill, as I seo no other sab iaeagrs wr ydieteond iota the rea 
] ] ‘ ‘eA foo ited, that will give satisfaction to the country. T belie 
\ seas nin Mambers of l ing toacount of t votes, that Hayes and W1 
f the Constitution above | declared duly and legally elected, and will go into « 
‘ i ‘s the custodian of the | 2ppreval of the peop ithout respect to party, and the « 
my ee ethem in the | Seved from the destroying effects of a political contest w 
; i eaves Gas at ae Sane . eee only injure and in no way benetit the great and growing 
‘ tha eshjeet | Lue country, a contest that would so divide our people as to 
¥ a } all contidence in the future perpetuity of the Rep 
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SPEECH OF HON. L. B. CASWELL, 


OF WISCONSIN 















IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 







i Ta eg enn bia ig ha toe i Mr. CASWELL. Mr. Speaker, s0 much has been sa 













































ms . 1} question so t tot country, [ ean hope to br 
‘ \ . 
eo” | new to the consideration of the House which will very 1 
| \ 1’1¢ - t Ww the iiouse } » 3% } } 
n ts in our conclusions. I feel it my duty, however, to state 
. , rs , Te a 9 ss es f way some of the obje tions I 1 Ve to the passage of the p 
ie bg pix peter | | audenter my protest against such innovation upon an t 
of precedents, if not upon the Constitution itself. 
| ‘ Cl e cy delecta } ! } : 1 ] + 
‘ i ( ace lask the m bers of this House, the representatives ot 
s ~ | people, to pause and consider well before we strike a | 
1 WwW . : ° } 
very foundation of our clecteral system whichecannot be 1 
‘ : : et . : many years to come. Phis bill wrenches from the State 
csi ae : : 
‘ thoes aac Nite til est notex. | gated power which is so important to them, the sel 
1 votou ws L’re t. the ise of Representa dent of the | nited States, It not only le stroys that most 
t t, the President provision of the Constitution but it disregards the preced 
| t t any one can see the real difficulty | lished and so well settled by its framers, and by thos: 
( l to contend in the connting of the electoral | was first to execute its provisions. While it may be ti 
Ana ‘ in see the condition in which our country before was occasion so great for raising these issues or did 
‘ properly counted and some one | tion of a President depend so much upon their consirueti 
¢ election the people will have con- | also true that the interpretation of men free from the bias 
¢) | 


resp Administration. It is the duty of every trne | gives rise to these questions 1s a much safer one for the f 







ke this to rise ve mere party prejudices | Republic than that given as the result of a heated partis 
cireumstances What is right and tor the best in sion in whichevery one feelsan intense interest. We1 
f the connti in vain for a single arbiter who is not suspeeted at least ot 
t t | been the uniform practice since the fonnda- | upon these questions, 
ot re Preside of the Senate to count the With munch relief, then, and I trust with greater safety, d 
t ‘ honld therefore count them now; but such | to the ways of our fathers when they looked coolly and w 
tthe f Phe history of each count from 1789 down to 1865 | ing fidelity upon the rights of the people, as they th 


' t, whene ’ narose as to what were legaland what | care should be preserved to them in this great conpact bet 













a well-settled rule that when a statute or othe 





tof t Senate or the two Tlouses of Congress; and for the pur- | contains doubtful or uncertain langnage, we may with great p 
eof set that ‘ t he old fathers from the year 1800 | inquire for the intention of the framers; and who canask f 


vn to 1824 diseussed the question at great length and at various | guide than the real intention of those who drew and adopte 















3 for the purpose of remedying tho difficulties that were likely to | stitution? Shall we say they did not understand its me 
‘ unting the electoral vote, introduced bills « the subject, | it was left for the Congress of the second century to 1 
every case provide fora mode of counting the electoral votes | instrnment? 
er than by the President of the Senate, but each election baving lo pass this bill is to assume that every count of the pr 
t to tin dl off qn ] 3 no question arose in refet rom Washington to the present time has been irr 
‘ ed the i lt of the el on, count rpation of the duties devolving upon Congress. Are we 
ted 1 we na | l le slationon the snl re are not at iple means by which the clection of a Pre 
t eck Ine t which time both Houses of Congress | be consummated without permission or interposition of Co 
l t year the republican party passed what was The Constitution delegates to the States the powe1 
. the twenty-see | joint rule, which took away from the | such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a numbe 
1 ‘ f the Senate the power to count the electoral votes and | ors equal to the whole number of Senators and Represent 
very t vo Houses of Congress, and the rule | These electors are State oflicers. To them is committed 


f t counting of the votes by the two Houses, | electing a President of the United States. They have no « 























yy? ‘ r throwing out the vote of a State where both | They exi il college only one day. Thei 
mt 1 Under this joint rule the elect ends tificate which the vy make of the vot 
I L=73 In 1876 th Is neg as the deeree o1 judgen nt ot 
fihe Senate. The rule in my | last res Lit, or attempt to, inva 
I “ vlopted, but asthe | ered ri the State alone. Neither Cong 





© electoral votes for Presi- | any branch of Congress nor the presiding oflicer of either | 
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rreject it. The State alone may deal with it. These electors | upon the rights of t 
ited in such manner as the Legislature shall direct. itself After a long 
e can be but one return from a State; one which bears the im- | volving t ques ( 
f State authority, that one which emanates from the State gov was fi defeated 
t. That certificate must be opened by the President of the | made by the Pre ‘ 
all others are irregular and out of place. The only question | Jeilerson 
idl be raised is one of State organization. HTlas the State a In the height of t} 
nt or has it not? If so, it has an executive and a Legisla- | great constitutional « 
t he electoral vote is the one cast as this Le isl iture has tute for tl Ve! 
This the President of the Senate may know as he knows | electoral vote w l 
soft aState. He knows from whose hands the returns are | counti the v wW 
|. He knows by the certificate upon the back of the return. | was. ‘I ( t W 
t} the official return, and the counting which follows, | interpreted Lit 
by tellers or otherwise, is but a mere compilation of figures. | with ‘ we whi 
tests as to who are the electors, whether they have been | adopted and has bec« 
ud or otherwise, whethe r ¢ligible under the restrictions Phe framers of the 
Constitution and are entitled to cast the vote of the State lixe if from | 
ected them, should be raised and determined in the S rea s for keeping 
e meeting of the electoral college. The limited time tix oress, ¢ rf ch 
sion, their contemporaneous action throughout the Un C 
the short space of time which intervenes after the { I ‘ 
re the commencement of the presidential term contirm ‘ 
t all questions relating to the electors are settled by State : a 
before the casting of the electoral vote. Phese colleges il a ‘ 
the United States meet and complete their work on one lye e } far 
» day, and they then cease to exist as a college. I 
resident of the Senate in the opening and counting the vote I ( re 
only a ministerial duty. He is the agent of the electoral | 2 Phe ett Is 
ir chairman, their executive officer to count their vote, | posse t » he ‘ 
s, if he opens and counts a return which is no return, which lt we ; ! ‘ 
ot the proper authentication, and which did not emanate from | Prac! ( ¢ 
ity, if he counts as votes those which are not votes, and | to the Cons tion 
+] } } 
declares him elected who is not elected, the injured party I om ‘ ; 
ple may have their remedy by quo warranto to try the title LE CLOMONG 1 
exists at this time ample authority to prevent to mst sacred 1 t 1 
rinstitutions from usurpations or encroachm \ then Tr peace mo 
y remedy?) What oceasion has arisen that should require | CoM Gown ane MM 
rp the Constitution and annul the preced 3 of so | Licular inter 





‘very last acts of the constitutional convention we 


ved that the Senators in the Congress which would soon con- | EPUSE 


should appoint a President of the Senate for the sole purpose | Ob Consen 


ng, opening, and counting the votes for President.” Pursu- | T'S 


this resolution the Senate did appoint John Langdon, who | PFe% 


t counted, he ceriities, the electoral vote and determined | CU's 
rye Washington was elected President. Here is an interpre- | PCP 


the most positive character given as their understanding | “9 


whom the electoral vote was to be counted. we ¢ 


his Commentary on the Constitution, volume 1, page 407, | GPC 
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ry construction is properly resorted to to illustrate and contirm the the electors s és 
1in a doubtful phrase, or to expound an obscure clause 
ellor Kent also says, volume 1, p< rote :) 
y position given of the Constitution of the United States, prac 
wquiesced In for a period of years, fixes the construction. choosing the electors 
707 we find John Adams as President of the Senate certifying The Federal Gover 
e had counted the votes which determined his own election. pressly delegated to i 
1 I-01, while Thomas Jetierson was President of the Senate, then, comes Lhe pow? 
La similar certificate, both containing the fixed clause, as if it | oral vote ? 
sential, that they had connted the vote. The result of Thomas If the election of a 
on’s count gave him an equal number of votes with Aaron Burr | Congress, it becoun 
esident, and this was so certified to the ILlouse of Repre senta DV a me st doubtful 
Can it be supposed these men, who have been accredited with | itself or by 
s the whole theory of our Government, were so grossly is votes, it may also d 
sto perform an act, so great and important to the Amer Lhe counted. J 
in those trying hours, which in no way belonged to them, the punis ent? W 
eTtiheate setling forth acts of the grossest usurpation, and es- powe! > Who wi re 
when they on each of these occasions were the persons direetly | to them ? 
sted in the tinal result? Can we suppose these men wouid have An otticer like the 
la task so delicate unless it be to fulfill a plain, well-de- | punished for hisd 
stitutional duty which they could not avoid? Any other in- | people and perform 
of their acts would be a sad retlection upon the good | commanded by the « 
well as the integrity of these great men. but who « define t 
Mr. Speaker, desire to call attention to another principle so | this question and w 
led in American jurisprudence that it needs no citation of | lect of duty? 















1astatute, or may say aconstitution, isadopted witha known | ow 











tion or construction of its provisions, that interpretation | do. Gentl 
1 n becomes also binding upon the people. Now in addi- | in appoin 
he resolution adopted by the constitutional convention recom- | lateral to 
* the Senate to appoint a President to receive and co CIsLol ol t 
and in addition to the examples set by Adams and Jefi con ssion 
ses above cited, we find that in 1800 a bill was introduced in | e1 rf cle 
somewhat similar to the provisions of the bill now px a Ll referes 
Pol ls were at once taken by members of both t! Senate | the d ( 
Representatives, and by some of the men who framed { t n 
onstitntion, that ¢ Ongress had no eontrol wl r ove! is do , 
mand that the passage of such a bill would nnuovation ead 
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part ol 1s commission They do not per- 

s,us a court. They cease to be a court when 

this commission, They are but men. It is to 

is I believe tothe courts belongs the duty to de- 

f law, if any there be, involved in the present 

{ way could be devised to hasten a speedy sub 
1 ous to the Supreme Court as a court, it would 





irnest approval, and to the decision of that tribunal 
people bow in submission. 

rut ‘ tant atrust tomembers of the Supreme 

Lele te vuthority to any other class of men, to 

casion may require and according to the necessities 

I A wd chaos is here opened. Who 

sof is=L? Perhaps some military board will then be 

ro! earto year as we attempt to elect a President 

‘ as may arise to an unknown tribunal 

\ e Constitution of our fathers and the laws 

bie t are incomplete, and ours is a Government 


tution erected amidst a pending storm 


conse We had better 
ution which our fathers used, 
anchor, and let us use what 


ghis of the people 


nt to this de parture, 
th the Constit 


SPEECH OF TLON. A. IL BUCKNER, 


IN 


ilted inf 


rill 


MISSOURI, 


OF 


IlousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


J 29, 1S7% 
seme ee eee 
\ bh, lmad 
CKNER. Mr. Speaker, avail myself of the privilege ac 
h tleman from Ohio [Mr. PAYNE] to those 
esent t reasons of their vote on this bill, to submit 
sof my appr ilof it Asan original proposition, 
‘ reumstances surrounding us, few could be 
\ It is by its terms temporary in its opera- 
o ) expedient tot the country and the Govern- 
rt ye t! ext veeks. Its necessity grows out 
ct { i ‘ piracy has been organized to defeat 
ul ll }) “wd at the late ¢ tion by the use of any means, 
ol that this conspiracy, organized by the worst 
@ pa 1 power, supported by the patronage as well as 
ry dy il arms of the Government and defended by 
ena threatens to become a success. One of the 
pa ol 1 plot was the bold and impudent assertion 
( nd by the practice of Congress in the past 
f Seni as vested with the duty and powers not 
( he ce i ites of the electors but of counting the bal 
t for President and Vice-President. It is this auda 
> which, in the language of a leading republican 
iweers hun readulity, th rivest » this conspiracy its 
e and «dat ro baracter; and when it is well known that 
lent bas determined to use the military power of the Gov- 
te dl cle id the candidate thus made President by 
licerott Senate, the situation becomes full of ye ril 
ule 
e¢ 1 ‘ aders of the republican party, who by the 
rms of the b ne der consideration, as well as by their 
lusive arguments on the thoor of the Senate, have repudiated 
) ed this groundless pretension, had proclaimed their opin- 
the want of powet! of the President of the Senate at the 
of this session, in all human probability the desperate polit- 
ksters who cones 


ved and or vinated this conspiracy would 
nal course, and the presidential succession 


heir erimi 


e been settled without the passage of this bill. They were 

\ i they should have spoken from the house-tops; their lips 
duty to their country, as well as to their party, de 

that they should break their silence But for this dereliction 

miseral pretension would have died the death of the 

und Congress saved the necessity of this discussion and 

we ofthis bill. Nor ts it likely that this bill would have 

i ert ly not inthe form now presented, if the people 

ca lates receiving nearly a quarter of a million 


late 





election, both in Congress and out 


the same boldness, determination, and pluck which 
| ena lar attempt was made by the federal- 
Ik TEhe® PoOopenl r will and inaugurate a re volution 
that Jetlerson and Burr were the republican and 
i s for President at the election of 1200, the Con- 
vidlit that the candidate receiving the highest 
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| had pursued the same course with our ancestors of 1-01, if 


number of votes should be President and the next highest Vic, 


ident. They each received 75 electoral votes, and, neither | 
majority of the whole college, upon the House of Represe 

voting by States, was devolved the duty of electing the pP; 
For several days the balloting went on, neither candidate hay 


i 


tained a majority of States, the republicans voting for Jefti sed , 
the federalists for Burr, when it was well known by everybody 
the people, who voted for both of them, voted forthe former for 


ident and the latter for Vice-President. The progenitors of t 
ent republican party determined to defeat and thwart the clk 
pressed will of the people, and, finding that some of their party 
could not be brought to the support of Burr, they ] 
the balloting until the 3d of March, and then 
the Goverment for the next 
Senate, who would have been the 
body. 


I 
pass an act 
years on the Preside 
creature of the federalist 
Mr. Jefterson and his friends made no secret of thei 
in the event such an act, of revolution attempts 
openly proclaimed their tixed resolution to resist any atte 

sort by foree, and it is a part of the history of the country 
governors of two great States of the Union were preparing t 
militia of their States on a war footing. The conspirator 
quailed before the outraged indignation of a free people, ani 
ferson was elected President by the House, notwithstandir 

now, 


ne four 


ot being 


ment in all its departments, legislative, executive, and jud 
Mr. Speaker, I have never doubted that, if the democra 
i 
treated the pretension of the President of the Senate to 
electoral vote and declare who was elected President as a b 
pation and an act of revolution that under no circumstances 
submitted to, if the resolution of the conventions of the 
ary of the great 
lowed up by the States of the East and Northeast, this w 


ind corruptions, brought disgrace and defeat 


ulations, rea 


ven 
sete would have been abandoned and the will of the jx 
pressed last November carried out. But, 
been the sentiment of those whose duty it was to act in thi 
It is a mistake, however, to suppose that the pretensio 
President of the Senate 


sir, such seems n 


could alone count the ecleetora 


| only ditheulty toa pear eful and satisfac tory solution of thy 


ties surrounding the presidential succession. That “p 
being admitted, all other difficulties vanish before the ¢ 
this one-man power. But consigning this pretension to thi 
forgotten follies, as the provisions of this bill in fact de 
several disputed questions which make their appearance, 
tind asolution. Coneceding that the count of the electoral voli 
made by the two Houses and that each House has equal } 
ive in making it, the troublesome question arises v 
a concurrent vote of both Houses to reject as we 
firm or count At no time in the history of the Go 
has this question assumed the importance or the charactet 
We have had the votes of States in dispute, but 
never had such disputes in a condition of things like t 
that is, when the disp ited votes were decisive of the result a 
Houses of Congress ditfered in their political complerion. | 
time the votes of disputed States were not 
both Houses were of the same political faith. 
question as to the power of each House to count or reject ay 
be decided or the probabilities are that no resnit would b 
by both Houses by the 4th of March. And this is neither 
one that has 1 ided by uniform ar 
precedent—or one about which any fair-minded retlecting 
have any reasonable doubt. 1t is the rock on which the b 
was wret ked le tween the two Houses. 

In the bill of 1224, passed in the Senate under the lead 


prerogat 
requires 
a vote, 


POSSESSES 


decisive of the 


tional question wen de 


Hence it is 


States of Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana had Ix 


| dangerous conspiracy of the men who have, by their misgover 


this opposition to him and his party had control of the G 


Mr. Van Buren, and approved by Mr. Webster, then ebairmar 


Judiciary Committee of the House, each House must con 
rejection of a vote, or it was entitled to be counted. 17 





} second joint rule, adopted in 1865, rejected the vote if either 


failed to approve it. 
question, it is absolutely essential that some agreement shoul! 


or we may drift into anarchy, an interregnum, the usurpation of | 


President of the Senate, or something worse. 


Thus situated, as we are, it seems to me that there can be no « 


for a negative vote on this bill, unless it is believed that 

llouses cannot count the electoral vote under the Constitutior 
is some other valid constitutional objection to it. If there \ 
doubt as to the phraseology of the Constitution, the long 


broken line of precedent for seventy-five years ought to set t! 


tion at rest. A great jurist has said that— 

Constitutions are not theories proposed for ingenious speculation, | 
mental laws ordained for practical purposes. Their meaning once as« 
judicial interpretation and contented acquiescence, they are laws 
until the power that made them thinks proper to change them 


There is nothing settled or that can be settled by eont! 
unbroken usage and by the opinions of statesmen of all yp» 


ties both living and dead, unless it is the power and duty « 


Senate and House of Representatives,” sitting as “ unmixe l 


roposed to 


Amid the doubt and uncertainty on this n 


to examine and decide the validity or invalidity of the electora 
































d count the same, I assume that to be the mandate of the Consti- 
_as the bill before us concedes. But itis urged as an objection | 
this bill that it divests the two Houses of their power and author- 
~ to count the electoral vote and transfers it to the judges of the 
Court. But it is obvious that neither objection has any 
vindation in fact. It neither delegates its power and authority to 

» courts, nor does Congress in any way divest itself of its complete 

risdiction over the matter. The duties imposed on the judges are 

posed upon them as citizens and not as justices of the Supreme | 
Court; just as Justice Nelson was contirmed as one of the high joint 
ommission that made the Geneva award. They are selected because 
of their judicial training, their pre-eminent learning, and exalted po- 
<ition and character; but if Congress had the same right to conumand 
their services, five judges of any of the States of the Union might 
have been selected just as well. 

Nor does the bill divest the two Houses of their jurisdiction and 
control over the count. The commission of fifteen occupy the same 
relation to Congress that a master in chancery or referee bears to the 
court that appoints him. He is intrusted with the discharge of cei 






supreme 















tain duties in aid of the court, and he may be required to decide both 
questions of law and fact, and make his report tothe court by which 
he is appointed. But his judgment is subject to the confirmation or 


disapproval of the court; just as the opinion of the commission au 
zed by this bill is subject to rejection by the concurrent action 
ot both Houses. The two Houses by concurrent action still maintain 
control over the judgment of the commission, and it may be 
reversed if both Houses concur in so doing. But this is objected to, 
not because it is unconstitutional, but I suppose on the ground that 
ther House, as under the joint rule of 1865, should have authority 
to reject a vote of a State. Ido not purpose going into this mooted | 
estion. It is sufficient tosay that it is one on which the two Houses | 
well compromise, and on which the Constitution is silent, and 

e usage far from being uniform. There is no superiority given to 
one House over the other, but each stands on the same plane, with 

jual right to judge and decide, to confirm or reject; and surely it is 

as competent for Congress to regulate its own action in this 
vard, as it would be to enact that where the circuit and district 
res are sitting on a trial of a cause the report of a referee should 
ot be disapproved except by the concurrence of both judges. By 
imact of the last Congress a commission was appointed by the two 
Hlouses, With power given to them to select two experts, who should 
report upon the remonetization of the silver dollar and other kin- 
dred questions. We have not divested ourselves of our constitutional 
liction over the silver question any more than the present bill 
divests the two Houses of their control of the electoral count, and I 
know of no law or constitutional prohibition which would have pre- 
vented Congress from providing that the recommendation of this 
ilver commission should not be overruled except by the action of 
both Houses. 

Mr. Speaker, the validity or invalidity of the disputed electoral 
votes are judicial rather than legislative or political questions. 
When once it is ascertained that the votes are legal, constitutional, 
ind valid votes, the act of counting them is purely ministerial. And 
it is well that eminent judges, in connection with the best judicial 
minds of each House, be empowered to examine and pass upon the | 

ions involved. They are required by this bill to be sworn to act 
impartially and decide the questions submitted to them to the best 
of their ability, and I have confidence that the judges selected, as | 
Well as the members of the two Houses that may be joined with them, 
ill honestly and faithfully do their duty, not alone to their party, 


but 


it to their consciences, their country, and their God. | 
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SPEECH OF TON. THOMAS C. PLATT, | 


OF NEW YORK, 









IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | 


January 25, 1277 







On the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of votes for Presi 
ntand V ice-President, and the decision of questions arising thereon, for the 
erm commencing March 4, A. D. 1877. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. Speaker, to me the following reasons seem to jus- 
lily completely the vote I mean to cast for this bill: 
First. While I firmly believe that Governor Hayes was fairly elected 
resident, I cannot deny that a large number of citizens and of mem- | 
vers of this House believe with equal sincerity that Mr. Tilden was 
elected. It is an election so close that all admit that the vote of one 
State and that one vote of that State must decide the result. It is a 
disputed election ; the title to the office of President is not so clear 
in the minds of the people that Governor Hayes, if he were put into 
oltice without such an adjustment as this bill proposes, would have 
that general or universal consent to his administration which is ne 
“ssary to the welfare of the country. In supporting this measnre I 
do not conceive that I surrender any rights that are rights. If I held 















APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


| a piece of real estate the title 


| but rather that I had so tirm 
| the facts to an honest ar 


| constitutional and legal, 


and it in the Senate it re 
| ceived the support and votes of the ablest constitutional lawyers who 
are members of that body. If I,a layman, should hesitate to take their 


| strict party man, who has 
had and still hasan abiding faith in the past, the present, and the fu 
| ture of that great party Still, lam not of those who believe that in 
so important, so solemn, so vital a proceeding as is intrusted to the 
committee by this bill, the judges of the Supreme Court who are to 
take part in it will be actuated by partisan considerations. Tdo not 


| the passage ol this bill. 


| result this bill will surely give us. I 





oY 








to which was clouded, I sh 


proper authority to look into it and to give meacle 
not thereby declare or confess that I had 
+ faith that ' was willing 
ad proper tribunal and 

the mat of settlement 

I cannot doubt. 
it was framed 
both Houses, 


isk the 
Lshould 
n right, 
ibimit all 


abide its decision 


mal 
ir title 
no faith in 


my ow 
tos 
Second. That ner proposed in this bill is 
when I, who am 


the n 


no lawver, 
realize the fact that 


both political parties in 


by st eminent lawyers of 





opinion, I should only convict myself of rashness and presumption 
Third. I am a life-long republican, a 


even dare to entertain the belief that the other members of the con 
mittee, in the face of their grave and awful responsibilities, will act 
as partisans. I should be ashamed of myself and of my American 
citizenship if I cherished such suspicions. I grieve to think that 
there are any who are willing to impute | | 


such base neem 
inent men who must compose this commission. 


if 





motives tot 





our Cause 18 


just, 


we, as republicans, have nothing to fear from the grand inquest of 
this tribunal. They will deal justly and honestly. If our claim is 
false; if our title to the Presidency is not true, I trust there ho r 


publican in the land so base as todesire such a lease of power 
Fourth. The voice of the people of the country favors and demands 
Especially is this true of and 
he nation, and they it is who com the 
great majority of the thinking, working, patriotic people of the land. 
very property-owner, merchant, trader, banker, farmer, mechanic, 


the busine 
commercial interests of t 


rise 


or laborer is personally interested in having a peaceful settlement of 
this ditfieulty which is depressing values, paralyzing trade, retarding 
industries, and destroying that confidence which is the foundation of 


business enterprise and prosperity. They want peace, they want 
prosperity, nae they do not for a moment cherish the thought that 
they are securing it thus through compromise or dishonor 

Some of us, and many people outside these walls, have honest fears 
of civil war unless such settlement as this bill pro- 
vides is adopted. Ido not care to express Iny own opinions on this 
subject; but all will hat short of civil war no greater calam 
ity could befall our country than toinauguratea Pre 
title to the ottic Coa conside rable part ot the peopl 
tion of the republican party, felt a doubt. Such a doubt, « if it 
did not provoke resistance to h yet maintain a 
condition of uncertainty and dissatisfaction throughout the country 
which would be nnendurablk 
intensify prevalent distress, and prevent entirely that revival of en 
terprise and commerce which we so sadly need, and to which, I he 
lieve, we may hopefully look forward if we can but 
tented acceptance of the result of the presidential election. 


some amicable 


agree t 
sident about whose 
, including a por 
ven 
is authority, would 


; because it would paralyze allindustry, 


secure a@ Con 
Such a 
declare here ata now 
that I am ready to abide by the decision of this proposed tribunal if 
this bill shall become a to accept its verdict, whatever it may 
be ; philosophically and patriotically if against my own convictions 
and hopes, gratefully and joyously if it shall firmly establish the 
right and title tothe presidential office of that brave soldier and true 
patriot, Rutherford B. Hayes 

I hope for the passage of the bill becanse it will avert from us as a 
nation a great calamity, and because by adopting this settlement we 
may hope to strengthen and continue the proud career of the repnb 
lican party, prolong the peaceful life of the nation, perpetuate the 
existence of orderly and law-abiding liberty, and set an exainple to 
the world of which our children and children’s ehildren may 
proud—an example which will elevate us in the opinions of 
men everywhere, and show 


ior one 


Law 5 


well be 
all good 
vnation of freemen truly capa 
ble of self rovernment, because ¢ ipable of self-restraint, patience, 
and forbearance under the greatest dangers and difficulties 


us to be 


Counting the Electoral Vote 


SPEECH OF ION. JOSEPH IL. RAINEY, 


OF 


SOT 


rit! CAROLINA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 25, 1277, 


On the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and regulate the counting of votes for Pre 
dent and Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising thereon, for t 
term commencing March 4, A. 1D). 1877 
Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Speaker, the pending bill has doubtl 


racted more general attent 
several provisions than a 


be u 


on and awake! 
Measure 


g of the 


ed adeepet inte 


that ha coh presented be 


Congress since the 


nnil last century 


SPRESENTATIV 


12° 


AMad, 


1 gi 

irti 

ese PTOVISIO! 

mendment herea 
prope runderst 


t 
} 


ral vote. ler eading of clause 2, section Ll, art 
fappo itment of electors is place 
No other power is f 
ah 3 exclusive right. 
ongress, an i itality from the very s¢ 
Legislature 


} 


0 lifring 
evond C 


hey can provide auy manner of 
mustitutional power being supren 
s disputed or reviewed, for to ¢ 
tion of the Legislature is to « 
‘authority and to nullify the ma: 
ss may determine 
lay on which they shall ¢ their vote 
throughout the United States.” As t 
ul does not touch the merits of the ques 
is hardly necessary to dwell upon it 


upon the subject is to be looked for 


* «lf 


in the constitutional power given But it would | 
tv of the vote and not to its substance; and in the ¢ 
Wisconsin in 1 
l 


Tress To co re 


7, in which the qu 
1 the count, wher 
ate that the electoral vote ha 
prescribed by law, the vote 
se much arg Lby some of the ablest 
ection then taken 1 a record to this 
adverse t | ny counting the 
ractically fe tj he express co! 


nved by the act of neress itself, 


! 
nt 





APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. oO! 





















































» thus seen that the manner of appointment is entirely and | that any motion was made to st out the words “in that Tous 
vested in the State Legislatures, we come to Article 12 of which occur in the orig r doe t s] vy why 
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each House show that the President of the Senate in pres- 

if both Houses proceeded to open the certificates of the elect- 

he several States, beginning with the State of New Hamp- 





sof th 
ted and took lists of the same, which, being compared, were de- 
to the President of the Senate. 


ered 


HOW PLAIN THE 


not names) were read ; (here the word read is used in 
eclared, showing that the first reading and the declaring 
ssame, and again implying in different terms an absolute ne- 
for the existence of a power to distinguish a vote from a pre- 
x which is no vote at all;) and this, too, when the Vice-President 
read and declared the vote was himself tied in the count by 
reandidate for President and one vote changed would have 
the matter in his favor. And again, stands recorded on the 
ite Journal of February 9, 1°01, in all the solemnity of irrepress- 
truth, the great fact that the then Vice-President and President 
of the Senate was by them directed to make out a certiticate of elec- 
declaring that “he did in the presence of both Houses open all 
licates and count all the votes of the electors for President,” 
Thus far we have the fact of the 


LANGUAGE, 
rotes” 


of d 


ed 


DIRECTIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION 


plain, for though the terms and language might have been more defi 
te, yet the action of the two Houses and the President 

ite, uniform as it has been, has set a seal upon this construction 
vhich has made them tLe fathers of this most proper interpretation. 
Even at this early day the wisdom of the framers of the Constitution 
had been shown in giving the two Houses of Congress no part but 


of the | 


showing that it was in | 


nd as the votes were read the tellers on the par Feac use|, 
and a Ree aa : ers on the part of each House | The resolution for the sixth term was identical with the 


of witnesses to the solemn act of counting and declaring the | 


electoral vote. 


stitnt 


mode of use between the two. This brings us to the constitutional 
amendment, article 12. And here the whole line of reasoning here- 
fore adopted is still further indorsed. 


ub, 


( 


ifany, could only arise from a construction different from that 
leretofore pursued of the words “the President of the Senate shall, 
in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all 
the certificates and the votes shall then be counted,” yet in the face of 

THE 


PRACTICAL ACTION 


upon that clause by which the President of the Senate had 
always opened and counted the vote, as the certiticates of election 
show, and though the question of what the result of pretended votes 
ught be had been much discussed, the amendment re-atlirms the 
tical construction of the power of the Vice-President by using 
¢ identical words. Nay, further, under the law passed to declare 
it under certain circumstances two sets of certificates, the same in 
substance but differing in form, shall be forwarded, it gives the Vice- 
Pres dent power to decide which shall be opened at the day fixed, 
Which is a quasi-judicial action. 
THE 


] 


} 
based 


rid 


FORMS OF PROCEDURE 
nder this amendment and the certificate ordered to be made by the 
President of the Senate of the result of the election for the fifth 
rm contain the assertion that he had counted all the votes exactly 
naccordance with that heretofore adopted. On February 6, 1309, 
the following resolution in relation to the Massachusetts electors 
Was offered in the House by Mr. Bacon, who said that he wished, in 
Hering it, merely to give an intimation to the Senate that such peti- 
tion had been received. The resolution was as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do carry to the Senate the several memo 
nals trom sundry citizens from the State of Massachusetts, remonstrating against 
ws ; ode in which the appointment of electors for President and Vice-President 


proceeded toon the part of the senate and house of representatives of 


. gone as irregular and unconstitutional, and praying for the interference of 
‘ el ite and House of Representatives of the United States for the purpose of 
enting the establishment of so dangerous a precedent. 
In tl 


‘this connection, Mr. Randolph said it appeared to him that, under 
Color of redress of grievances, the resolution might go in a very alarm- 
ig and dangerous manner to enlarge the sphere of action of the Gen- 
‘rl Government at the expense of the dearest rights of the States. In 
What manner, asked he, is the General Government constituted? We, 
‘sole of the branches of the Legislature, are unquestionably the judges 


For they had only been prevented from using uncon- | and restricted to the exercise of powers wisely granted, and the ai 
ional power as has been already shown by difference as to the | ) 


( | unreasoning, 
For though the question, or | 





of our own qualifications and returns. 
| of the Legislature, is in like ma 
| qualifications of its own membet 





senate, the other branch 
nner the ‘without appeal of the 
But with respect to the appoint 


hat authority devolved in the first 





| ment of President, on whom is t 


instance? On the electors, who are to all intents and purposes, 2 
cording to my apprehensions, as much the judges of their own quali 
fications as we are of ours; and it appears to me as competent tothe 


metit 
" 
} t 


| people of any part of this country to prefer a on to the electoral 

college to set aside the returns of any members of Congress as to pre 
| fer petitions to this House to set aside the qual fications of ¢ 

True, it is that for the convenience of the thing, and also for the pre 
vention of cabals and intrigue, the electors assemble in separate divis 
ions in the respective States; but they are to be considered, to all 
intents and purposes, as a body of men equal in number to the Senate 


and House of Representatives, charged with the election of Pr | 


»] 


lectors. 


resi ent 

| and Vice-President of the United States, and judges in the last resort 
of their own qualifications and returns. If not, they are a mere 

nullity. * * * This is adelicate subject ; one which it is agreed on 
all hands there is no occasion to touch. The election is not only m 

disputed, but indisputable. * * * If we do away the decision of 


the electoral body, which is as independent of us as we are of 


then 
the Constitution is, in my opinion, verging to its dissolution. 


former ones, 
the count attention was called to what 
appeared a defect in the returns from one of the States. But the 
matter was passed without even a consideration and the return duly 
counted, 


and during the progress of 





The same joint convention also refused tO have an elector’s 
reason for not having voted spread upon the Journal, it being con 
tended that the House had vo concern with the causes why a vote 
was not received. 

Such it seems is 
THE STRICT LEGAL 1} TION 


on the question of the counting of the electoral votes under the Con 
stitution as construed and acted upon in every instance where a ques 
tion had arisen up to the commencement of the civil war. The ap- 
pointment of tellers by and under the inspiration of a concurrent res 
olution, so called, but not soin fact, can in nosense be taken as an act 
of law or having vitality under that clanse of the Constitution au 
thorizing the Government to carry out the powers herein delegated, 
for it needs what under the third clause of section 7, 
article 1, of the Constitution, which says, “‘ Every order, resolution, o1 
vote to which the concurrence of the two Houses is require d must be 
signed by the President.” 


is essential 


UNFORTUNATELY THE HISTORY OF THE WOR! 

shows an innate desire on the part of power to arrogate to itself greater 
power, and in no form has tyranny and oppression and disregard of 
law shown itself more cruel and d 


| esperate than in unrestrained legis 
lative bodies. They are safe 


in so far only as they are bound down 
gument against the exercise of power on the part of the Vice-Presi 
dent because of the danger from the nature of its extent is unreal and 
He is the second ottlicer of the Government, 
moved from temptation because wielding no separate power, 
his relations to the Government be President of Senate 
and absolutely free from the chance of individual gain. In any plan 
involving wrong he could only be gainer in the case by declaring 
himself President in the face of the decision of the people, which would 
be revolution, pure and simple. He would be in the immediate face 
of the Representatives of the people, with impeachment before hin, 
and harmless to act; chained in as securely as it is within the power 
of man to be. Not so with Congress. Already its powers are vast 
and far-reaching. Already both branches have shown a full appreci 
ation of their powers, and almost from the day of their creation the 
record will show a jealous sp rit of aggression between the two, and 
a spirit of self-assertion such as has marked no other branch of Gov 


yet re 
Frou 


he shall the 


ernment. No one who has read the debates of the past touching 

THK ELECTIONS AND POWERS F THE TWO Ul SES 
ean fail to mark and appreciate this startling fact; for in the light 
and reason of history it reminds us with a voice that will not le 


stilled of the horrors and awful crimes which can flourish in an irre 

sponsible body or one unconfined by something more than the spe 

cious reasonings of arbitrary desires. These things were well known 
to the fathers of the Constitution. It was not in the power of the 
executive or judicial branches arising from that august division they 
anticipated danger, but from the power of the Congress. Indeed the 
words originally adopted did not anticipate the presence of the Con 
gress as such. They were “the President of the Senate shall, in that 
House, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then and 
there counted.” Surely if any intention had existed in the minds 
of the framers that Congress was to supervise or control the count 


ing, it would have shown itself in different language than that. The 
operation of mind most natural was this,when put in words: The 
Vice-President is the proper oflicer to open and count the votes, but, 
as it is a high and solemn duty and one to be performed with all due 


formality, let it be done in the Hall of the Senate and before that 
august representation of States. When the words in their 
form were adopted, so little attention seems to have been 
this that there ike 
words ‘fin that » have 


prese nt 
riven to 


the 


been 


nowhere to be 


House,” 


is found a motion to sti ont 


and so little importance seems t 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SPEECH OF E W. LEAVENWORTH 


IN THE HOUSE OF 


tine 


utous as may be the « 

hot propose to Inyseil it this 
sion of tl 

sents. 
ented their 

priety be regarded ; 


¢ +! 
t tau 


f 
it i Mi 


| 
the various points presented will searcely be 


ny weight of argument hereafter to be offered 
it isa privilege zranted by the courtesy of the 
ch Lthink it a duty to avail 


L the reasons which impel me to give my support 


pending before us. I feel the more strongly urged to d 


l that can be | I desire to set forth the reasons which still induce me t 


in 
applies with 


reason that I entertain grave objections to two provisi 


support 

The constitutionality of clothing the committee of tiftee: 
power to make decisions upon questions growing out of 

¢ 4) i } 

I ti 


ing of the votes which are binding upon this House aga 
Vietions and against our votes seemsstrongly to encroach 
which, under the Constitution, this Hlouse can confer up 
body. It is certainly a very near approach to giving to tl 
tee the power to count the votes and declare the result 
matter of this overshadowing importance I am not will 


Iny own judgment upon a question of constitutional law a 


of the oldest and ablest constitutional lawyers of both 


each House. I yield my own opinion to their more f 
consideration of the subject and their be 


ter judgment 
Phe other serious objection which I 


1ave to tl 
fact that the commission have the power given 
the electors, authentic 
, and investigate any and all questions a 
elections in the several States. Nothing could 
give my assent to any law, whatever public necessity 

wen given | mand, which embodied such a flagrant violation of the so 
ind action with | of the States and was in such direct antagonism to the grea 
wen legislation | mental principles on which the electoral colleges are fou 
as a legislation | the most unhesitating conviction that po five respectabl 
necessities of a | can anywhere be fonnd, and least of all tive judges of t! 


+ } 


ot necessary to | legal tribunal known to our laws, who, acting under the 


r 
I 


has 


int rule were | ligation of their oaths, will hold that either this House or bo 
‘now. Inthe | of Congress combined can go behind the certificates and 
he Unit 1 State the ] 


} legality of the elections held in the several States Lo 

ers of both political 1e duly authenticated certificates of the electors are not 

ntend otherwise. | conclusive, and can be set aside by Congress by any inves 
disting he into the conduct and character of the elections in the Stat 











fatal to the very existence of the Republic for any prolonged 
No such doctrine can ever prevail and no tive judges will 
st Lt 

en, is now the peculiar condition of affairs 
nu law indispensable necessity 


s held on the 7th day of last Novembe 


which renders 
A presidentia 
rhe 


es an 


electors 





eral States of the Union have sent in their certificates 
rapidly drawing near to the day when, under the ¢ st 
| be the duty of somebody to count then But how is | 


wortant act in the making of a President to be perforined? 

« two Houses meet together and shall the President of the 
S in their presence, Open all the certificates, decide all the 
s which we know will grow out of the duplicate certificates, 

such as he shall decide in favor of, and then declare the 

oe these grave qpue stions, shall the final result of 


result ? 


this warmly 

d election, which for nearly three months past has agitate 
munity in the nation from the Atlantic to the P tic, 
one man? And shall he so decide with an overwhelimit 

if the members of each House believing that he has no powe 

Would an election thus secured ever be satisfactory to this 
Would any honorable, patriotic citizen be willing to accept 
is obtained? Has the Vice-President any such right con 

n him by the provisions of the Constitution? Allow me, 


d 


uae be 






Mr.s er, for a few noments to examine this all-important ques 
this is one of the two great questions which divide thi 

d the opponents of this bill. 

No Vice-President has ever claimed that he was clothed with 
vower by virtue of the Constitution. It does not appear, 
cords of the past, that he has ever asserted such a right | 
trary, When this very question of the admissibility of the 
Wisconsin arose, in 1857, Mr. Mason, of Virginia, then Presi- 
Senate, again and again in the most emphatic language 
any such power. 

A very large majority of the members of each House are, 

ost mature reflection, fully satistied that he has no such 

i would therefore never permit its exercise. 

No Congress which has been assembled within these walls 
ven its assent to any such proposition, 

Phis whole subject has been repeatedly before Congressand 
fully considered and discussed by many of the ablest states 
have ever given dignity and character to the American 

( s. But neither the bill of 1°00, which received the assent of 


Marshall and of a large number of the very men who framed 


ition, nor that of 1824, which was reported in this House 
est constitutional lawyer which this country has ever pro 
umortal Webster—and which received the of 
ient lawyer and statesman—Martin Van Buren—nor the 
which received the approval of every republican Senator 
,and also that of the distinguished from Ohio, 
RMAN, } conferred any Sie h power upon the Viee-P1 
common consent ignored and repudiated it. ¢ 
nee than this of the uniform sentiment of the best 

i country, both in the past and in the present, be found 
Phe language of the Constitution itself confers no such power. 


assent 


senator 
esick nt, 
an any 
s evide 


, 








} reasonable coustruction of the language can extract from it 
vht. On the contrary, it is a substantial denial of the 
if lt provides in so many words that the Vice-President shall 
the certificates and the votes shall then be counted.” Now 
men ever assembled on this continent who understood the | 
ining of words more accurately than the framers of the 
( 1. Never was their significance more carefully weighed 
h sit possible that such a body of men could have intended to 
Vice-President with the greatest, the most respo 
ver conferred Upon any « itizen of the Republic, t 
illy to elect the President of these States by such 
s Can any person in the perfeet possession ef his 
lyment doubt that, had such been their intention, 
id have been substantially this: He shall “open all the 
ites and then shall count the votes?” Can any gentleman at 
tribute to that body such profound ignoranee of the language ot 
° ss carelessness in its use in an instrument of such immeas 
portance as the Constitution of these States as the con 
claimed by the opponents of this bill would necessarily im 
irther, will honorable gentlemen claim that such a vast 
] iall or can be implied from the language of the Constitution? 
lhere is not one word on whichsuch a construction canhang. There 
sabsolutely nothing from which it can be implied. There is no in- 
‘mation of the slightest kind as to the person or body by whom or 
Pp h the count shall be made. Why then give it to the Vice 


ent?) Why not to Congress? Congress has always exercised 
ver. The Vice-President has in times past counted the votes 
ier Joint rules of the two Houses. From them he hasderived 
r. He has not done it by virtue of any constitutional yn 

it under the joint rules from time to time adopted by the 
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open the certificates a ‘ esa iste! l acts: to ¢ 

cide ups the recepth vote of a sovere ~ 

of this Union, on the g f electie P dent 3 

a judicial act of the mos ‘ i { ve rhes 

Importance True t s t ‘ “ 

bilitv has been passed i S OS Ss 
ive Thiet i ques - \ ea 

he power! the Is 

Sixti Du ng th Ve i= t ma 
joint rule was adopted i . ( < 
in full force until three Presidents had be ‘ | 
rule expressly recognizes the powel { ¢ g over all « st 3 
growing out of the counting of the electe l vote 

Now, Mr Speaker, with all these facts spread t before us, with 
a perfectly uniform construction given to this clause of the ¢ stitu 
tion for almost one hundred irs, and with a uniform practice i 
harmony with such constructic it must now be setth é 1 
can be except by an amendment to the ¢ st it the power 
to decide all questions growing out of the counting of the electora 
vote is, and of rigl out to be, vested in the two Houses ot Congress 

Such being the state and condition in which the subject rests, it be 
comes at once a matter of anxious inquiry, in what manner are we 
now to provide for the eount ny of the electoral votes ? 

It is quite « lear to every ema " re me thatthe two Houses 
can neither agree upon a I or anv law rider which the 
votes can be counted The ¢ I mi fais to ve anv i { as ’ 
the mode in which the cou i ’ vinele Iivery etio ‘ S 
been made thus far 1 I st fo ena brite i iwecleara i t 
nite rules to govern 1 ill the « rencies W rhaay ‘ ‘ 
performance of this delicate « y have thus far fail At ute 
hour we find ourselves f it sea, with ) ut chart 
to guide ¢ Vv and ile in tin ol Vibpoue up 
proaching Sia We ¢ l l t ~ ‘ , él ol \ | 10 
provision rainst ifs tury i ecKh of the « eae ‘ heh 
may follow? or shall we, like cool, prudent, ad rie ike the 
best provision in our power to escape from the da \ threaten 
us? 

What mode of ese pe do the « wnents ¢ this | hold ont to a 7 
Have they any bill to offer?) Do they propose a t rule det 
which we shall proceed ? Has any feasible polit course whatevel 
been suggested by any one of the very able gentlemen in either House 
who opposed the bill? Or dotl ’ V ie eusto riute i 
ing helplessly down the rapid, da rous strear vith the roarof t] 
approaching cataract aire idl sou r i ir cars? I ill rentie 
man so deaf that he cannot hear t UE roar? Is anyoue so 
heedless that he will not ? 

We are all aware of the wide ditt eof op on ¢ ! i the 
two parties in regard to the power of the Ho es 1 the counting of 
the votes. Should we meet for that purpo muita rule to 
enide us previously agreed v fa ‘ t mm saril 
ensue And what resul dL se it f v fron hat 
indeed, so inevitable as the of a Pre ‘ eu 1] ie of 
Conere ss? What a spectacl rulal 7 3 ie 11 ‘ t tot vo : 
what a disgrace to the Rep it pa ‘ \ ould 
it give to every friend of his co ti to eve rer of ¢ 
tutions throughout the civ ‘ wld! Ho it ‘ ficlerae 
of the world be shaken es a i ‘ ‘ (rove 
ment. But beyond, and eve ul i t ~ { 
doubts and uncertainties \ ! ‘ iT a iil j ’ nal 
agitation would spre vl 1 hits rspeed ¢ i thie 
land; what bitter animo I sp { ‘ ne 
The present app ine depre | mira es eve ria rol 
dustry throughout our | ‘ muld | lies pore ‘ ) 
other ind wre ‘ i ’ ’ i foresec i ) 
power Can pre ‘ t 

In view of da eTs M i ] t le ite fe ‘ 
nN lent the decision | | \ I hia ikke 
i i the ‘i \ Ww i i l to ‘ i t i i i 
compel m to elect that co st ‘ bconadnets the i 
and honor to a peace ful and t ( I res | V betore 
the House will secure this en ind “ \ 
North and South, will wlad bow to the tinal dec \ el 
course will plunge us int tvorte of f ; ho ea 

And now, Mr. Speaker, before clostig these hast e! +1 ‘ 
to call the attention of those of 1 p cal friends who oppose 
bill to the very peculiar an . ‘r lation ti thre 
are placed. 

They propose no bill or rule as a substitute for the one now befor 
the House: they sugges ) t pel 1 our dane It 4 
bill does not become a law, we st count the votes with no o ! 

ght than that which the Cor tution eds upon the subject. S 

he Vice-President ce ‘ estion wl 0 \ 
1 Louisin t Sil t { j Ss | ’ ‘ W 
thirds of each House d +] ‘ to do se t i eve M 
ttemnted t lid a w 





1 ven if the Constitution had in so many words given to the | stitutional rig 

resident the power to count the votes, as well as to open the | que te 
- fes, it would by no means follow that he could arrogate to | is { rt 
; 


usell the right to decide a question as to their admissibility. 


Wceeeenty hy 


lo | his right 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































i Ile ‘ e the question, then?) We all know fu 
\ ‘ “¢ it very qu sti as Wel prob 
i i a Shall the Senate insis vat the 
‘ i ‘ ‘ states shall i Cot ed, i i tlitis ¢ T 
\ bla ind eler ot thst i their re t | tt 
I I Mion which political fr ds who oppose 
i \ can the al be re} ib in | irty stand 
It d be forgotten that in 1"65 hen ‘ l 
I Vas ac ed the republican pa hada] 
‘ ) ‘ i ¢ I Dhis rule was cir EX ou of this very 
‘ t prov nw h we are now d uSsSinY They have 
] ind their party on the record on these very ques 
ue ft ( Ant ( t rule } are i power I the Vice 
i’re ‘ ha ‘ lu ft) ot an cectectoral Vote ma 
es furthe t ) te can be counted thout the concurren 
il M M tvea “oul 0 
‘ i I e} Senate, co Lhe Suthbe pPPaoy 
We have t I lent of se e. Shall the republicat 
parry rthat rea ‘ him with Ss great power? Suppose 
for a mome that the President of the Senate was now a dem 
‘ how ma ot t sc now »>clamorous that he shall count in 
M il i Wheeler vlad Llne ‘ hist whit todosot Such 
Rud ‘ ulical changes as these ill become the republican party 
] l }) r privilege of our democratic friends, and we 
‘ ‘ r to. wh upon their well-earned rights. No somet 
‘ ) none so high, ! 
‘ rt eirp ty ’ 
I ! t oo! dl tor 
} ‘ i 1 alia lage 
I el Hesse he elects rf t i 
} is | vicle anil pers from State of Missouri—and 
eocea ! hore red it: has passed, they can acknowl] 
mi Col sTreely as t r opponents, 
i \ unit el ner al ’ ike means attempt to defend and 
hat ‘ ‘ rand and villainy the Lecompton COnSLIL- 
i t ‘ 1 » 4 has gone by they can 
1 ad uud «ae we it as abhorrent to all that is honest or de 
‘ 
Phe ‘ ‘ t e& vou lary of vituperation and abuse to 
{ re it bitter and debasing to express their feelings 
‘ tempt itred for it benefactor of modern time 
] e world on with his praise, they too can 
i ‘ en cel erest language and oppose with all their 
i ll thi inf Three rreat amendments to 
( { could in every State of this Union resist and 
‘ o ‘ eun mously against thein; and to-day they 
‘ ik em at imental plank in all their State and national 
1 ere we hanexhibition of duplicity and inconsistency 
hie re i al We must not for t that we have bi 
i ’ \ >not o1 read and think, but they act 
tot rimaturest convictions. They require at our 
i ‘ i ft the affairs of the country capacity, in 
1 ina Wheu fail in eithel particular, We Lor 
‘ iui are het pasti t accountability. Wecan 
‘ ‘ I t he Constituth to-day and another and 
‘ rT "I the exigencies of the passing hour and tl 
he par ‘ wr the « on to require. 
ble rey | ( ‘ rie pon the roc k of eternal truth 
i outh 1 fe dation, she may defy 
‘ ele i ial reve Lin powe! ol po- 
‘ mn nes d irb her ec rium, but ‘ ill 
eve imal ve nthe future as 1¢ has 
| i © past thie ation, the sheet-a or of the country 
\ 
il t ¢ i 
i 
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Society has always been divides 
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movements of human advancemen 


back dustrument to perpetuate their 


government the freest in the worle 


helot was made 














the oppressed many illustrates 

the dawn of Christian civiliz 

iy \ ird Their processes have hee 
reactionary principle in every grea 
Vhenever pW neiplesof freed: have 
may fora while be obscured, they 
history, either ancient or modern, 


1 


' 
SLOW 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


t era hi 


gained recognition 


re 


into two « 


hevel 


ions history 


SUI 


is bee! 


lost. 


t 


{ apable OL selt 


the 


ssercion,. 


t, 


hit 


tueories 


lL. 








his thousands in bondaye 


In th 
st cl 
Und 


is 





s 


al 
So with the S 


victim of the fury of the young me 


t 


J 


p 
ha 


lL pro 


allthe movementsof ma 
on the t ndeney of the 
but 


I 


seek to confer on others extraors 





\ 


rep 


hen troubles surround 1 


al 


} 
ire to be our guide, we 
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always been the most am 
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them to valor sutticient to contend against more dange: 
While the civilization of to-day would not tolerate the R 
there yet remains a reactionary force in society that scou 
and the rights of the yt ople nal ify themselves by 
plation into an linportance they will never in the f 
Without reason and not acknowl dyi iy equ ility, they ) 
the people ought not to rule, t they are not of the 
therefore assume in themselves the right to rule. The M 
says * God is God and Mohammed is his prophet.” ‘Th 
people are dogs and we are their rulers 
Another, and perhaps the most powerful element 
society, has sprung f the disposition of the g 
solve the question who shall govern and how shal 


governed. The weltare of manki: 











Personal interest, the promotion of permit 
ment of certain families in the line of promotion, has d 
ard ret iy the will of the people in the attainm 
fection of human government. With that class no wove 
good unless it recognized them as its rulers; hence fro 
ning the world has been almost in constant turmoil and 
the result government alter government has been 
ciety has been disturbed, and the yt rfection of civil 

Phe government of England from the stabilit 
permanence of her institutions has received the appellat 
fast-anchored isle.” From the tirst Roman invasion 
history is full of instruction; for it shows the | Is 
ing through which mankind must pass in their strugy 
Her soil has almost countless times been enriched by t! 
foreign invader. Internecine wars have raged througho 
extent. Religions factions, petty despots, and contend 
all preyed ou the progenitors of the present Englishima 
edge, conservatism, and love of liberty have been piu 
sufferings of centuries. Wh she is kind to those t 
island, our rebellion resulted from her unwillingness 
same blessings to herown children. The rig f 
asserted and won by us, our independence est: la 
tion is develop d where a century since a 
Indian was the sole monarch, existed. 

Mr. Speaker, let us look to our own Government f 
Phere is not one foot of territory in the United Sta 
control of its original voverninent England, I: 
each exercised jurisdiction over a part of the ten 
our limits. As every people think they are the best at 
tors were the wisest and purest people that ever lived 
of ours. Yet, Mr. Speaker, they were but men at last, a 
ambitions and that desire implanted in the haman li 


and not be governed. 





has not been the 


self, 


or the 











The stamp act of the mother 


grievously complained of, and the next year it was rep 


1707 an act 


plaint and remonstrance went forth, and in 1770 the «ut 
‘a and the govern 


mitted on « verything except te 
mado arrangements to import that 
that it would be cheaper here tl] 


to 


was passed imposing heavy duties on 


America dire 


ceived the idea of freeing themselves from the 


throwing off the tyr nnical yoke, and nothing less th 


satisfy the m5 hence car 


wanevenin England 


n 


a 


not the feeling of the leading men of the colonies 


Abd 


t 





ton, New York, and Annapolis and thrown overboard. 


were everywhere made to resist 


more tyrannical and oppressive each day. 


tells 


tory 


mination of man not to be governed, but to ¢ 


Let 


1723 we made peace with I nel 
present form of government. In 
in Ik46a war with Mexieo, and 
sav nothing of our Indian wars. 


nh 


Thus, Mr. Speaker, out 


und, ¢ 


Isl2 
13 


l 


woes of tea were seized in the ha 


the acts of England, the 


The result t 


n 1789 


we h ul al 


l 


lic had three wars in less than a century. 








Wal 


s fora moment retrospect in regard to the | 


nd 


\ 
W 


il 


Ww 


‘ 


a republican government deriving its powe 
sent of the governed; thus another signal illustration ot 


Verh. 





s the struggle between the despot. 
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Pat, sir, the point to which I 


vealloft earth that is worth living for? 


Mr 
hited States assembled at their respective places of yvotin 
1 President and Vice-President to preside over our destinies for four 


eral States shall vote by ballot and shall place the same 





amcoming is this: Since the organ- 

of and the formation of goverument among men 

never has been a more critical moment in the history of any 
in the present is with us. 

en, sir, the duty of the Representatives of the people to rise 

rtoence of the occasion and apply the remedy ere it be too 

to see the danger afar off 


gROCIE ty 


| know and seek to avert it is often 
ocative of ridicule. If no means are used to preserve the 
ud its destrnetion follow, then an injured people have a 
complain of those who were unfaithful sentinels on the 


tower. If patriotism, and not selfishness, control the hour and 
e the country in peace, then the selfish and bigot will say 
id never been danger. Let that be as it may, we have high 
s to perform ; and, not looking to the right or the left, should 
essly discharge them. 


sir. if we wait until the crisis is upon us, it isthen toolate. Let one 


| seal directed to the 


hlood be spilled by military authority at this capital, and the | 


from Maine to California will be under arms and become a 
battle-tield, not such a one as thatin which Louis XIV said 
engage when he exclaimed, “If I must needs tight, I will 

‘ ist my enemies, not my children,” but one in which father 
be arrayed against son against father, brother against 
and neighbor against neighbor, with no dividing lines to 

i home or the territory of either. 

ir. Speaker, who believed in January, 1861, that such a war was 
near future?) IT was a member of the Thirty-sixth Con- 
d I remember well how the idea of a serious war was laughed 
e country remembers it. My friends from Mississippi, [ Mr. 
d Mr. SINGLETON, ] the gentleman from Indiana, | Mr. Hot 

| the gentleman now from New York, then from Ohio, { Mr. 
entleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN,] and myself were 
embers of that Congress who are members of this; 
now, remember it. We all remember if any one ventured 
4 the opinion that the country was approaching a revolution 
carded asa croaker and ridiculed for his anxiety. The coun 
ubers the memorable words of Mr. Lincoln en route to this 
© inaugurated, “ nobody hurt,” by which he meant to convey 
,and which was so understood by the people, that there would 


Vial 


son, 


ana 
and 


(vain, sir, after Sumter was reduced, when the President 


States called for 75,000 men the news was received by the 
vomery congress With derisive laughter. How the North thought 
troops would end the war then begun in ninety days, and how 
ivis said after the first battle at Manassas that the war was 

Yet the war was not over, but went on, on like a mighty wave, 

as it rolled, until it swept over the fairest and best country 
Day by day the san rose in all his splendor, not to witness 

id happy people enjoying the blessings which God had so 

bestowed on them, but to behold the dread 


calamity 
armies marching and conunter-marehing : 


f men of a common 
y, bound together by a common interest, forgetting God bade 
ve one another, seeking the destruction of human life and 

else that makes man happy. Month tollowed month, new yeat 
v year greeted us, ushered in by the good on bended knee 

inks to God for the past and prayers for the future, but peace 

t. War with its “grim-visaged front” continued to desolate 

ind for four long and weary years, carrying in its train all 

rors to Which human nature can be subjected. War seldom 

wn both parties anticipate it. It generally comes when 

does. But few people would willingly plunge their country 
ition if the result could be foreseen. Wars occur generally 

each side thinks the other will not tight, and so thinking one 
esses its opinions and views until it cannot recede and the 
not. Hence both are disappointed and contlict follows, and 

nd innocent people who took no part in its inception must 

‘ the horrors attending the greatest curse on ¢ ith to man. 
iy and hour, Mr. Speaker, we stand on ‘he verge of that great 
God grant to this Congress the wisdom and patriotism to 
Will they be equal to the momentons occasion, and will 
ke men and patriots, come to the rescue of their country and 
Will they preserve “peace 

1 and good will toward men,” with langhing mothers and prat- 
bes and happy homes, or will they turn this our beloved coun- 
»acharnel house and a land of desolation, with weeping moth- 
ind homeless orphans ? 


t it 


God spare us this calamity. 
ir. Speaker, on the 7th day of November, 1876, the people of the 


r to selec t 


irs. The democratic party claim that their candidates, Tilden and 
dricks, were duly elected by the qualitied voters for the offices 


respectively of President and Vice-President, while the republican 


sim that 
of the law. 


coTminittee 


their chosen leaders were duly elected under 
Henee Hon. Mr. Hewirt, chairman of the na- 
of the former, issues his proclamation announe 
triumph of the democratic candidates, and Mr. Chandler, th 
tian of the republican committee, announces the trinmph of the 
tes of the party he represents. Here is an issue, square an 1 
fied, made between the two great parties of this country. 
Visit to be decided? The Constitution Says the electors of the 


ler 


the 


il 


unt 


SIONAL RECORD. 









President of the Sx e a 


cates in the 











Presence i ‘ ti sot Conwvress, When the Vv es 
shal! be counted. The fu t t { titution te iv by who ) 
be counted produces al l had added that the 1 
dent of 1 Senate was t vu } lie oO 
Houses should connt and a t the present « vv d 
not exist But the Constat 1 i ) 
leaves the whole quest rep a 
asa party, take he re e | t | the 
right to open and count the vo \ itsela $ pov 
ers are only ministerial, and that he can i e ificates lu 
the presence of the two Houses, w ’ > to < und ad 
judicate the vote. Here is an irreconcilabl mithet which must | 
settled or the peace of the country is endanger i f t loons 

| imperiled. If we drift along until the [4th of | lary Without any 
agreement between the tw lk to the 1 ‘ proces r 
when the disputed States rene two I] es fa ne toceo 
cur, a double-beaded President, it seeuis to me, is Inevitab Every 
democratic governor will declare for Tilden and Hendricks, and every 
republican governor for Hayes and Wheeler. The contest will be 


of the | 


transferred from the Halls of Congress to the $ In democrat 


tates 

















States the effort of the re public ins will be to overthrow the lawful 
| yovernments, and in republican States the effort of the democrats | 
be to overthrow the lawful governments An internecine conthict will 
be precipitated the horrors of which are past human comprebensio 
and these institutions which we profess to ve and have sworn to 
protect will become the first vietim of the fu of party 
Sir, the remark is often made, * Tilden is fairly elected follo d 
by the question Why «de you curate | . Mya i 
Sir, Lagree with the assertion 1 it Tilden is fairly elects aiieh UE tine 
democratic House had the power to inaugurate h would be d 
promptly when the time hile the Hou a t thre 
right of the Senate alone to count iy dent it has never timed 
that right for itself independent of the Senate b lie ele ml + i 
that the two Houses acting together can do but neither can do it 
separately. The question is again asked, * Why « on not adhere to 
} the old rules and count Tilden in as other Presidents have been? 
Phe answer is, the old rules require the assent of both Houses, and the 
Senate will not ive their assent cousequently we cannot proceed 
under the precedents. Phe Constitution says when tl Is ho ele 
tion by the people the House of Representatives s! wily t rele 
voting by States. At this point who is to judge when there is no 
election by the people? In the present contest both parties claim 
there is an election by the people If th be true, then the H 18 
a House has no right to elect, for it can only do so when the ; 
have failed. As I said, whois to ] dye and d t “ | There 
o election by the people?) In ls0l a Ix tl Press of 
Senate, for and in behalf of / Hi , announced ther isl ‘ 
tion by the people and tha ell i rocees hie ¢ 
stitution to elect one. Does any sane man be ewe could ever ge 
such declaration now ? Wou the Senate ever agree that there had 
been no election by the pr ’ snd thus «de e oon the House the 
election? Then the result would be the Senate without 1 ird to 
the House would declare Mr. Ha ted, and the If “e withe 
the conenrrence of the Senate would proceed to elect ‘| t l 
we would have two Presick s. The 4t March would « e and 
with it the present Executive and Mr. Hayes Phe latter would be 
sworn in and return to the W House under the « of Genera 
}Grant. What next? Mr. Ha Lat on convene his Senate 
and send in the names of his Cabinet, whose appo ‘ 1 lye 
confirmed The sun on the 4t ivof March would go d ! 
Mr. Haves in the White House vit a fall cabinet, with the Arn 
Navy, and all the br es ¢ i i ‘ ‘ } mc 
Mr. Tilden would take t h of « ‘ ‘ Wa 
ington or in New York H ) t 1 
pointments. He would be powerless unless he mula vl r 
mode of getting into the ollice or a uy i eof en 
sword. If there be any other mode than war of conte “ \ 
to the Presidency in such a case I have been able to tiie 
Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, it may be said this is talking too plainly I 
do not think so. We ought to t s in the f inal res 
freely in regard to them We cannot, if we o ‘ ceal « pur 
pose from the opposite party no ve tha t vy can conceal theirs 
from us Unless there is an agree nt, they know their plan to « 
Hayes in by the Senate, a thie } Vv ¢ i ‘ t! tlie «le 
oerats of the House will declare Mr. Tilden elect peop 0 
proceed to elect him onder t e ( 1 n Lhe ee thet ie which 
would follow as well as we and know as /Jittle of the ima re 
In this condition of affairs we would have two Presid a. One orth 
other must ignominiously give way, or resort to that mo rrible of 
all arbiters,the sword. Wheu tbat period ar ve would rea have 
no President. The whole ce try L lve iry Can 
and bayonet would be the law ft ‘ li ina attler ma ‘ x of 
toil, strife, and the loss of lear to mankina e om ru 
out of chaos with a disu ) leountry and pe 5 ‘ ! 
military dictator WI time arrive ‘ ‘ 
compelled to re rito a } Ww e ti Pi aen 
the end of our Government cl the ulier if wv shoul ¢ r have 
another popular elect on the vy i Vi d turn force and 
would not be determine v 
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members that committee, I came to the cor 
sure With my predilections all in its favor and 
IT should give i iv he y support. It 
i consideratio i bill a 1 its 
such ik hbjections that I ea 
versal demand on 
harmonious 
to ine to present a remedy 
it is designed to cure. 
provisions of this bill are substantially as 
That the two Houses of Congress shal 
irst Thursday February, Ls 
is presidi 
the return ont he several 
they read b 


} ‘ er 1 i. 
Such recurl ol es Where there 


turns shall then be coun 1 


et ess objection be madk 


ted 
at least one Senator and one Representative, and that w 
jection be made the Senate and House of Representatives 
question separate ly, but that no such vote be rejected 
concurrent action of the two Houses. 

Fourth. Th: : there are two sets of returns f1 


ited i MNTNISSION Cor 


House, tive Se 


ubt that the framers « 
be perlormed b 


proceed 


presiding ofl cted I the sole purpose 
,and the cor 1 I | itable that t 
ist the whole ma \ r ih determination 
ted President and Vii dent to the presidir 
and the wholk rse Of proceeding for heal 
thoroughly sustains this view. These authorities have 
presented to the House that I] need not repeat the 


framers of the Constitution in making this provisio 


' 
pated such a state of atfairs as that we now witness 
] 


electors Was left to the States Lheyvy were to le 1 
Legislatures of the States should dete 


tlicers, and hence the 


Senate Was ‘ 

{ electors, t 

by ] laws of the several St 
President of the nate because he 


ottices In the gil f the nation 


t, elected at the same time asthe Pi 


} i ] 


States then holding the otlice, or if not, eleeted by 
ative of the two Houses of Cougress, that which 
pecially to represent the sovereignty of the States. 

A student of the Constitution cannot fail to obsery 
care and anxiety of its framers to keep distinet the s 
ments of the Government, to make the legislative, jud 
ecutive as faras possible independent, so that neithe: 
or impaired by the encroachments of the others; and 


readily see why, instead of being intrusted to Cong 
11 


isintrusted to a hi rh otticer like the Vice-President ; ar 


ember the dignity of the position, and that he like 

Whol re sponsible duties are intrusted is liable to pun 

unwarranted or criminal action, the power of impe: 

Electoral Vote. vested in Congress, we cannot wonder that he was s¢ 


Connting the Elect | é 
sets high and responsible duty. In the absence of law, I 
count the votes. But can this authority be changed 
ys . 7 y > Dp ray g 
SI 1 Tee Il Ol: LION, \V M. R. BROW N, 1 language of the Constitution is indelinite in failing to 
; } count. Congress has the power to make needful la‘ 
the provisions and intent of the instrument, and Lam not 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, deny that Congress may by statute provide how this c 
which is so necessary to the preservation of the instru 
safety of the nation. But even admitting this, I have 


to discover how this power can be vested by law any 


Ol KANSAS 


in the President of the Senate or in Cougress, at 
on the subject I have found no argument which si 


the magni- | power to intrust the matter to any outside party o1 


committee on power is either with the President of the Senate be 


, and great ability | tution primarily places it there, or it is a power bel 





































incapable of being delegated Judge Co \ 
Constitutional Limitations, thus states the law on this 
lt ns in constitntiona it t} 
laws cannot be hat d t I I 
Sta is located t 
rel lone t iWws 
power 


ww to a consideration of the bill itself, I 
it to which I can thorou 
nial in it of the right of a sing 


cl ud te 


assent. One 


»>aAYV 





i features ot lily 


ve dk le House of Congress 







control the count, as has been claimed by a majority of 
ee of this House which has been investigating the rights 
ves of the House in this regard, and which has been so 





floor by 
gentlemen. 
rnment bas ever been enunciated 
lect President of a failure 


e electoral college itself POSSEBSES the power to determ 


db ably combated this 
nd by other able 
of the Gove 


Which 


on the minority of that 


No power more subversive 






Wance 


than 


Ody must ¢ a inh Ci to 





the 
t contingeney has h ippened or not, and thus make the 
} 


tion upon one brane! 


holly dependent for hi 

d this measure estroys that heres) 
ciple at least that a vote can ne 
upon the concurrent action of both House 





3S posi rot Con 


foreverd 


Lil « 
ver tbe rm 






reasonnuble, 








,each acti 


formation of the commission provided for in this bi 
ime powers to consider certilicates, votes, and papers ob 
is is now possessed by the two Houses of Congress acting 


] he language 


ror separately, Lmust seriously dissent. 






self shows it isthe delegation of powers now posse 
extraordinary and 


ssead by 


unwarranted procedure—and tl 










he commission merely advisory, and to give its opit 
ms, but making its decisions absolutely final unless 
the concurrent action of the two Houses of Congress, 





nevertake place while their political complexion is antag 
the 


its legal abi 


his commission is formed, not on account of impartial 


its members, 


ess of not ov account of 
ler to get a tribunal in reference t 
in the dark. 


ere can be no legal settlement of the questions involved, 





o Which both parties are 
It seems in its very composition an l 


adit 






order to maintain tranquillity they shall be submitted to 
i reference to which all are in complete ignorance 


on of the gravest of all possible questions, one in whic! 







f are directly 


How is this commission 


ty millions of people 
and 


interested, to the re 
formed? Tl 
es ot Conyvress OP pose al politic ally,each choose tive members 
evenly divided in to their polities 
ves of the Supreme Court are designated, w 
led in a similar manner. To these four are 
of the fifth, who will virtually the 
necrats, seven republicans, and a fifteenth man. 
, by vote or Will he be 
ess, Ol his legal acumen, or bec ause ho one knows W he 


rhe 


chance. 





reference 







] our as 
ho are know 
the 


Intrusted 





control] 





COMMISSL 


low 


chosen on ace 





sen 





, 
by chance ? 









what are his pring iples? 
weordance with the love of law, the supremacy of legal prin 
is the proud boast of our Anglo-Saxon race, that we tli 
v,inthe hope of temporal advantage, tk loose 
ngs and settle the administration of the great American 
ve know not how? As a republican I believe Hayes is 
ted President; I believe the following of all precedents 
ce to the count of the electoral vote will place hi 





to bre 













lm in the 
lechair; and while I would be willing to leave the setth 
the legal questions to a legal tribunal I cannot assent to leav- 
“it toa purely political commission, the strongest argument in favor 
iis that it is so fearfully and wonderfu'ly constituted that 
aurties are unable to know how it will stard, and so both may 
equal reason expect favors atits hands. To such a tribunal I 
illing to submit such mighty interests. The machinery pro- 
y the Constitution has been sufficient during twenty-two pres- | 
l elections, and I am not afraid to trust it for the twenty-third. | 
defective, let us like reasonable men provide a proper remedy ; | 
tablish a tribunal, satisfactory to all, to which the legal ques 
iv be submitted; let us provide means by which the election 
tested in the courts and judicial decision from the highest court 
Republic settle the issue. But let us not degrade ourselves by 
ption of a scheme which is of questionable constitutionality, 
say the least, and is against our reason and better judgment. lam 
to say that in the defeat of this bill I cannot see the dire calam 
vhich have been predicted. I have too much faith in the Amer- 
ople to believe that any party wiil rush to arms and attempt 
estruction of the Government because it has failed to elect the 
nt of its choice. One attempt of that kind will, I believe, 
for this century ; and, come what will, I believe in the perp: 
of our institutions and that the United States will conti still 
inchanged and undivided, the greatest of republics 
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}," 
Lue 


SPEECH OF WILLIAM SMITH, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 





erm ‘ y Ma { 

Mr. SMITH, of G ur Mr. S I ) 
vote for this bill, notwithstane r the i ‘ oly rent 
reasons for its passage Tea ‘ \ 

he Const l States . 
| Phe Governn | ted States { 
individual States, and « f the I ed Sta S t 
obedience to this paramo t law I satety a | 
the pres m of the rights of t Statesa 
Union, and the rights of { ehs ol | te ssf l 
{ ful observance of \ M a \ 
faithful enforcement 1) sions sé rthe I ( 
ernment a ( ‘ ited p I y Sta 
| ill reserved rights, ‘ re I ) \ 
denocra pal ‘ i i \ tha s 
Init can demand { l ‘ | sta s i 
s to have this supre ine ite 
We of t s 1 1 ) ( 





ular ’ i 
t south Wi i l ne « | 
gl ed fear. Al 
Lire mur nestic concel a ( 
Ms a I ‘ ‘ {« 
titttiona ' 
\ hh una l i { 








I object to tl 
bers of the « 

Che cit ize 
Vice-President, 
and east their vy 
havin 
next t 


ODITLISSIO 
ns of the several States ha 
and the electors chosen by them ] Yr assert | 
otes, 
been placed in the Aands of the President of the 
ing to he 

rhe t th 
States declares 

rl Pre lont « thea S ‘ 1 f l of 
Representative ‘ t 


h done is to « 


welf article of the neuded Constit i of t | 


I agree with the 
is ministerial, and that he is ¢ ded from part 
other 
that the counting of the votes is a duty imposed | 
on the two Houses of Congress 

As the President of the Set 
expressly named, to the exclusion of the 
or the ot! 


L Vice 


except as any 


membel! 


one er or both « ( ing mit 
( President 
I laimed 


enate must discharge t I «ler +7 Rut. fort f 


all 


by a minorit Congress that the P1 


_ 
I 


thre irgument, let it i er \ t t { 


ress bb b Statute ce a hep ( mort I 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Manifestly g 4 OTOSS 





e 
' ¥ e votes for I lent l 
Vice I It th t Se vORS ee 
‘ t ‘ Houses the power 
‘ ral 1 | : \ lt se acts that 
al ‘ . f 3 } to perso! not in 

ay rat ti ind therefore void 
1 ‘ cle the Constitution the 
2 , ref tera Tiss va mast count the electoral rote. 
1 n tl . i] i ot 4 harge this duty by 
es not members of Cor 1 18S 
i ( 2 c ext self of any one or all 
s it « same to others. What 
- at vy statute confer on the Su 
, y ‘ t t ‘ A¢ to coin 
& ir,” & to provide and maintain a 


Ihre thy ty to count des er ri termini the power to decide } 


ed \ to this commission of fif 





é 0 t rn or paper purporting to 
et { i i “Tite | i j t bree i rece ed by t he President of 
“ . * * ich returns and papers shall be submitted 
ind decision » * * “Such decision shall he 
| the Jour f each House, and the counting of 
} ' ‘ ! herewith, unless, upon objec- 
i h to t Senators and five Rep 
if es shall separately concur in ordering othe 
| ise Ss rrent order shall govern 
‘ ‘ ie two Honses authority to 
wt t) ssion the joint act of the two Houses, Let 
! r both Honses, and the counting of 
‘ there wr as, & 
ear tha e ce s ’ mes the law of the case and binds 
} | es witl eapproval of the without the act of either, 
1 i n ( hey 
l ‘ tye of the minis msl ild coneur, their judgment 
no 4 th ( he counting of th votes, un- 
tappr by both Houses. Under this bill both Houses have 
en tl I yproval 3 dvance and without reason to know what 
hea lve the du tof said comn onas rial question submitted, 
I timed that objections in writing can be filed and the de- 
( nca seta by the eoncurrent order of the two Houses. In 
i Striue, practically it isnot, Under this bill neither [louse 
‘ k oWn motion object to the judgment of the commission. 
Lae irv to ar sort of objection to the judgment, both Houses 
ed to lea their own Halls and to solicit tive members of 
1 rislative branch to concur therein Che House of Repre- 
tatives, theoretically intended by our Constitution to represent the 


United States, is « ompe lled to go to the Senate, the rep- 
and ask the aid of tive Senators to 


n objecting to an obnoxious judgment; and with 


es of e several St 


ites, 


te with them 





| t} 





Iteen members | 


be | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


ship on them. 


he Constitu 


justices their aid is not 


id as 
! to them the exer 


Ar 


1 
on aely 


would 





tis likelvt h side w I st that the 1 
ecter rhe question then would have to be decid 
es [Two of these are democrats and two are repub 
they should be controlled the same manner, the fifth 
decide the question It will is single act, an aet b 
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February 3, 1877. 

The House hav mnsideration the bill (H. R. No. 4472) ma 
tions for t l exes and a al expenses of t 
the yeor ¢ inis, a ther purposes, in which v 
paragraph 

For dies er, and stamps, $450,000 ; said engraving and print 
in the Burea Engraving and Printing of the Treasury De] 

the cost does not exceed the price paid under existing contracts 
Mr. WILLIS proposed to offer the following amendment as a subst 

above paragraph 

For dies, paper, and stamps, $450,000; said engraving ind print 
in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing of the Treasury Dep 
can be done at lesa cost under private contract, the cost in no case 


e paid under existing 


Mr. WILLIS. 
tends toextravagance 
intensify and 
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contracts 


Mr. Chairman, the clause which I propos 
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out their aid and concurrence, not asingle step can be taken. So that, | 
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im error or a fraud, this bill deprives them of the priv- 
cured. If the concurrence of live Senators cannot be obtained, the right 
to object, to revise, to oppose, to reject, in fine, to make the act and 
the commission the act and judgment of the House, is 

Hence that the right of either House to decide 
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pose that duty on persons not members of Congress, why may not 
Congress divest itself of all constitutional power? If one duty can 
be assigned, ever her duty can be. It is the constitutional duty 
of ther I 8 4 } >i sto count the electoral votes. No 
othe ib of im i t No other number of persons can 

dir inting ther Phe duty t be performed by members of 
Congress, and them alone The five justices are not members of Con 
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» done by private corporations to the entire satistaction of 


























with the work now being done by the Bureau of | 
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necessary inh é 


1 democratic House of Representatives 


entlemen that we should have just as little government 
endowed with the fewest functions possible? 
ssary to urge that the Government should nerer do any 


cnn be done by private enterprise? 
ve that the Government atte mpts to do betrays bungling 


\. Liven its 







etene indispensable functions are most im 


Let us ery a halt and set out on our mission to 
s Government, by reducing the governmental functions to 
let us reduce and not re-enforce the oflice 


cuss ol 


exercised, 


holding army, 
Yo 00 mens let us avoid the apectac le, which we 
ess, Were it published to the world, that several hundred 
»>be appointed in this bureau. Why sir, every member of 

x, from the ies of Maine to the Mexican border, would be 
rt his influence to save this man or that woman from 
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wrong, if money can be saved by having the work 
ureau; if the cost will be kept within the esti 


ates 5 


as 

s under bond for faithful performance ; if the Government 

to do the work, oflices fitted to do the work, experts capa 

the work; if democracy is all a lie, and the more Goy 

e have the better; if spoils and plunder and patronage 

es to be encouraged and multiplied; if the Government 

s engraving and printing more reasonably than private 

Vv paying more wages and working fewer hours, then why 

amendment, which provides all this work shall be done 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing unless it can be done at 

y private contract ? 

ventlemen, the test is applied, shall we have honest economy 

democracy or shall we canonize centralization as a cal 
rtue in a republican Government ? 


ernment oflicials ean be held to a responsibility as rigid 












Internal Improvements. 


SPEECH OF TON. W. 8S 


INDIANA, 


- HAYMOND, 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 





January 31, 1377, 







t. No 


3758) charte 


the 


ring a passenger railway from Lake Michigan to 


southeast Atlantic 






seaboard 






Mr. HAYMOND. Mr. Speaker, the question of cheap transportation, 
its scope embraces not only the best devised system of com- 
outlets trom all important points in the interior of our broad 
the seaboard, but also the speediest and cheapest means of 
oummunication between the different geographical sections of 
ion, is one of first importance, and should engage the early and 

s attention of Congress. 
lhe people of the great West and northwest, who are chiefly e 


} 
ed oq 











n- 
1 agricultural pursuits, complain of many evils consequent 
the inadequaey and irregularities of the present means of trans- 


on 









demand a fair and full investigation of this subject by the 
tatives of the people, to the end that some practical measures 
he devised to lessen the burdens that weigh so heavily upon their 
prosperity. While all admit that the natural commercial channels, 
kes and navigable rivers, should be utilized as far as they may 
de subservient to the purpose in view, yet it is apparent that 
ist bulk of our agricultural, mineral, and mechanical products 
y obtain exit from the interior to the seaboard and the chief 

rs of trade by railroad facilities. 
ce the transportation of all the productive commodities of the 
try must depend mainly upon the railroads, it will be proper to 
re whether the existing lines are ample and fully adapted to the 
rpose, and whether their management solely by corporations is 
rable to cheap rates and ample accommodations, and if found 
» be, what encouragement can be given under the sanction of 
Federal laws to inerease the number and efliciency of our railroads 
ially adapted to the general necessities of commerce, and to what 
t these new roads should be made amenable to the control of 
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tric et it cannot be said iN Oo ma ‘ uN 

DULIT Dey cl the req rem I t ‘ l X te our 
territory, the example hotourp ‘ \ ) ent 
of our varied industries, and the vast increas i} % 
all indicate that the meaus of usportation are ne ‘ to 

Wants, 

While we have constructed many railroads, several ¢ 8 
of greatest Importan it « not d that é ive } ‘ 
co ereial lines that o Varies ere s demand WW 
deve oped a satisfactor SVASte i Ss naequiat { 1 
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and equal privileges to all 
sisted upon. In order to remedy the 
mote to the highest degre the 
country, it will be essential to invoke 1 
thority. No power except thacof the 


shippers, are conditions that should be 


evils complained of, und to pro 


general commercial interests of the 
’ 
ie 





rational a 


properly 


exercise of 


National Government 








the interior and the S 1 ole t i 

Wholly inadequat ] s t i 
needed to bi vel the east tot Ww ind to mitrol tl ner f 
the islands of the Pacitie a { trade of the ¢ { rl ” 
termediate regio { ‘ r our Bevel ' | 
Territories, an res r t f+] Rion M ‘ which 
are DOW alinost rea t S the | i i ledwed 
Commonwealths, demat release f n the ition and aoe ut 
railroad connections with t rreat i sof track 

While we have cons ul \ uN . ed at 
LOTIDITI Ke a compre ie ( i} ribperea Va $ 
and commercial necessities. © Lilw | i 
otispring of local re yu ‘ ‘ eeted and t 

links, altogether indey ent of . ther wm ¢ : ' 
gard to general commu COnVE ‘ Phe def ft] t 
and its incompetency to meet the wants of the people, are now cleat 
perceived. The jarring terests, mutu enalousies l irree 

ties pertaining tothe 1 rement of these corporat s act as an 
incubus upon the leading rial pursuits of the country Une 
tainty of reward begets wtivity and det] ( ‘ Hi 
ever yreat may have been the a inl produet rf f 1} 
cannot be regarded a test ot ts prod tive capa oral re 
hibit of what would be produced if the evils complained of ( 
moved, Let this be de low the loption of a we I ite 

tem of cheap transportat ve | witness a vist reas i 
our suplus products the creat of new urces of 

! ed activity in all bra ¢ fly ‘ The development ‘ 
h ober degree of all the | ” e ind eS f the co 
utilization of its vast «ce t resoure the encoura ent « 
commercial pursnits, and the enlargement of its commerce 

all quarters of the world, ar bjec that should « we oul 
attention, 

Hiow then can these great ends be best promoted? T) to 
this question has an answer in the most etlicient means to secure 
} cheap transportation, and to extend and engthen ties of com 
mercial intercourse between all sections of the Unio he channels 
of trade should be made ample to meet the grow F HECESSIL iE thre 
people, and as free from arbitrary restrict Is possib Cheap 
ness and regularity in rates without regard to season, taciiity in transit 


and discreetly exercised can ever regulate a question of so much dithi 
culty and importance to the whole American people I do not mean, 
however, to convey the idea that the General Government should enter 
into the business of building the railroads required, or that as a rule 
it should ineur any risk or expense in their co ru mn, neitherde I 
claim that Congress should exercise any control er corporations 
created by State laws; but what seems t ne to tre fhierent fe th 
purpose would be asvystem of railways built under national charters, 
with provisions that would protect the terests of the people and 
hold the companies to a strict accountability for their condunet 
| These roads should be constructed in a ftir t-class and snbstant il 


manner, so as to insure safe to passengers, and the companies sh l 
be compelled to make all necessary provisions for the care, safe 
and comfort ot live stock reese ed tor shipment The tra 4, ¢ 
verts, bridves, &c., should bes ect to the inspection of Goverpment 
engieers, l ad to report ftror time to time pots 
the condition of the same, with authority to compel the ¢ ‘ 
to keep them in rood re ull 

Phe construction of two or three more transcont I Lvs 


and perhaps half a dozen other first-class roads, leading ft { 
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celebrated South Carolina exposition of 182%, 
cation 


of 


titanic forces of cohesion that can cement in indissolubl 





merous Commonwealths of this Confederacy. 

Our immune territory may be divided into six or eig 
graphical ¢ sions, each hay peculiar itions 

colonized under different circumstances and by L A¢ 

pie, if 8 quite probable there ould have been several pe 
vr kingdoms, inimical in interests, differing in religious 
tenets, and incapable and indisposed to form a commo 
Happily no State of this Union has been populated bya per 


ple, holding to anything but American ideas and the » 


their primitive purity, upon which this Government is 
Inthe 1 ipid agyvrandizement of new territory the enter 
dominant race of this country—that which may be sty 

or Americanized—has taken possession of the soil in ey 


and planted there,in advance of all other immigration 


teristic and controlling principles of American civilization 


tion has poured in from all parts of the world and followed 


prece ded it, glad to receive and become beneticiaries of t 


tages offered, rather than to intrude. upon or 
what they found so well adapted to their necessities. 


Without 


ean characteristics, become cosmoyp litan. 


has our courtry, without deviation from its original and t1 


the 


steam and the rapid means of conveyance eftorded by ra 


lt that the cohesive forces befor: 
should be made and kept commensurate with the growtl 


is absolutely 


necessary 


gnite certain that such fortunate results could not have beer 


seek to rey 


tion, its expansion into new territories, and with the a 

manufaeturing, and commercial necessities of the peopl 
All those forces that serve to connect, unify and pre ad 

geneity of interests among the people of all sections of 


should be constantly strengthened, otherwise the anta 
subtle power of disintegration will grow apace and at an 
time will bring us in the presence of dangers that may 


to avert. The late sanguinary 


ordeal 


through which tl] 


0 


has passed was in some measure due to the fact that the 


certain geographical sections were widely isolated from 
bet 


that the means of social and commercial intercourse 
were extremely limited and inadequate. Sectional 
into antagonisms, contlicting interests begat 
time the alienation became so great that war ensued. 
the first bold and startling expression of 


vrew 


str 


which 
and the memorable imbroglio of 1833. A high 
ff was the occasion of the dangers that 


the Union. There yrew 


into existence an antagonisu 


Wi 
dissatisfact 


led 


threatened the 


f 


between some of the cotton producing States, which look« 


the 
which were then beginning to engage 
manufacturing pursuits, and loudly demanded a tariff for 


seriously in mec!) 


sea for their only market, and the Eastern and Mid 


Now what were 


time? What were the ties of 


tercourse between the jarring sections? 


in its infaney. South Carolin 
astern or Middle States by in 


| pletely isolated from the valle; 
} crests of the Alleghany Mountains, and her trattic, follo 
course of her rivers, flowed toward the sea, and England 1} 


i i of these points have been too 
ed toe 1 atte 0 to their rea mportance Whv is this so? 
No ot r ¢ ecan bea dbthan the fact that these harbors have 
t rout e trattec from the terior The local 
to nite ( ind a respectable share of the foreign 
trite Steams ther carrying asels evade these ports be 
ca ere ‘ trade to a t them thither. It isa re 
inka Tact i railroad ve yet been built on direct 
) t ha sane tl rreat distributing centers of the 
\\ | ‘ te {1 i e productive regions of the interior, 
‘ ‘ ! of esn products for transshipment 
| ent a r these harbors designed by nature for shipping 
| Nort W m, Cha ind Port Royal The 
l ’ tot ite epthor water und other ad 
i mW i ‘ rdedL ¢ il to anv upon the Atlantic 
‘ or perhaps ¢ toa t he rid. They lie in obscurity 
y because me 1 channels of communication bind them 
t « Wes | t 0 grea road lea ing tothe West which 
| >that t t iy tratti und this ereat artery of trade has 
i t t else « ributed to make Baltimore a thriving 
yon ilemporium. Philadelphia, New York, and Boston likewise 
} their great lines of railway which unite them with the Western 
Stat ind which command an immense business. But the cities lo- 
i i ® harbors south of Ches P ike Bay are without such facil- 
‘ ect connection,) and will remain as places of but little com- | 
mer ort e until they are supplied with them 
We have a vast country, almost ocean-bound, spanning the conti- 
nt from east to west. embra r all latitudes within the temperate 
and « ded) by lofty mountain-ranges and immense lakes | 
road rivers into numerous geographical divisions, each of which 
Has pecuiiar ties of soil, climate, and productions, All of these seec- 
t re component parts of our vast Republic, and must be forever 
iintained as aut lo secure so great a political end these differ- 
ent geographical sections must all be favored, as nearly as practicable, 
with similar and equal privileges, and be cemented by commercial 
{ in bonds of common interest In no other way can such a vast 
ind diversified country be long and peaceably maintained under one 
lay and one Government fhe peculiar adaptations of each grand | 
vision must be duly regarded and no section fostered at the expense 
ot the other 
Vhong Government has grandly entered the second century of 
ts existence and bears the undisputed title of being the model Re- 
public of the world, yet we should not forget that, notwithstanding 
our wonderful growth and prosperity, we have had strifes, conten- 
tions, and civil war Che primary causes that led to the terrible or- 


deal through which this nation has lately passed have not all been 
‘ didly and philosophically considered. We have not gone back to 
the origin and fully studied al/ the reasons that led to alienation of 
terest and sympathy between the people of diffe rent sections. Iso- 

m and distance, deficiency in the means of intercourse, and our 
mountains, the stubborn barriers of nature, have also been factors 
ected with the question Had this country been populated a 
entury or two earlier even by European races it is quite probable 
hat our mountain-chains would still mark the boundaries between 
hostile clans, kingdoms, or empires. It cannot therefore be regarded 
isa ionary notion that natural barriers, which have in our day 
solated States and debarred them from social and commercial inter- 
rse, Should be regarded to a certain extent as primary causes of 
ilienation rhe maintenance of a republican government like ours | 
it am earlier age 1 the world’s history, over our present vast terri- | 
ry, would have been imprac ible unless held together and gov- | 
erned as Rome was u rher Cwsars. An advanced civilization was | 
essential as a foundation f the stence of liberty and the main- 
tenance of self-government, and the railway and telegraph are the 





most the sole purchaser of her 

mercial friend and neighbor. 
Under the operation of natu 

ive means of transportation, ¢ 


were causes of alienation between the cotton States and the 


the commercial 


facilities of the count 
interest and means of com: 
Railroad-building 
awas but feebly connected 
land channels of trade, and 
y of the Mississippi by the 


products, and hence becam« 


ral obstacles, non-intercours 
vbrogation of mutual interest 
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ern States, came added slavery as a sectionalizing element, art 
and aggressive inits purposes, and which became the enter 
that led to the attempted dismemberment of the Union in 1-01 


The primary causes of our national difliculties that led to op: 
tilities did not appear to arise from any disregard of the pr 
of self-government, any opposition to the Federal Constitut 


were attributable mainly to the causes before mentioned and t 
fact that sectional pride and supremacy were fostered at the 
| of that superior regard that was due to the Government created f 
| tect and defend all, and which ¢ 


life. 
What 
ing now 
west of the Alleghany Mountain 
the hearts of these States and 
tended shores the immense proc 
from the heart of the country ? 


ilone contained the essence of | 


s? 


Whatarteries of trade lear 


pour into the sea-ports upon t 


lucts seeking the markets of t 


are the commercial and social means of intercours 
between the States on the south Atlantic coast 


New let us look over our country so broad, so grand in its 


sions, so diversified, with mout 


itains and valleys, rivers and 


and see if there is not urgent necessity for a more comprehe! 
tem of railways specially adapted to the increasing necessit 


people. 


rhe great West, now the great heart of the nation, in her 
ful development and innumerable prod ucts, turns her ga 


the Atlantic at every available 
kets of the world. Her Briare: 
every shore and seek termini at 


point in search of outlets to t 
must ext 
every deep-water harbor suit 


4m arms of commerce 
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eld of protection 
which is now timid and indisposed to venture 
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atforded by national 
° would Se k 


in these important enterprises and contribute more than 


relse to the permanent prosperity of the country. 
| success of the jetty improvement in the Lower Mississippi may 
ible New Orleans to regain her ancient supremacy as the 
city of the South and restore to her again a large share 
r trade, but the exportable products of the South Atlantis 
S th Kentucky, Tennessee, and the West and Northwestern 
‘ naturally look for more rapid facilities and seek outlets on 


vents to the deep-water harbors on the southeast Atlanti 





[hese ports are the natural gateways to the high seas 
evs toa future commerce, whose extent and Importance = 
feebly compre hended, Phe dev lopine nt of the South, her 

the proud position she should oceupy as one of the most 


xinetive, and genial regions on the continent, depend mainly 
: first, the « omplete utilization of her harbors as ship- 
merchant-vessels and steamers 
and, secondly, an effective system of railways to all impor- 
ithe West, enreeas and ee 
mg line of from the Chesape: 
at commercial city has been built, 

mm thi Cc 


from all maritime 


“a-coust to the Gulf of 


notwithstanding the 


ike 
} Oast are several excellent deep-water harbors. 
\ « most noted are Norfolk. Wilmington, ¢ harleston, and Port 
It has been predicted, and the prediction seems to be based 
stantial 1 that the day is not remote when a great 
il city willappear at some point upon the southeast Atlantic 
Phat this emporium will ba either at Charleston or Port 
in be but little room to doubt, 
ves if present 


Casons, 


Royal 
The flourishing condition of 
advantages over its rival; and these may 
ned if Charleston is the first toextend its commercial 

heart of the West 
of the Mississippi 


i tal 
,and thus secure an abund ant share of 
Valley. The wonderful harbor of Port 
ious area and superior depth of water, naturally 
the site for the future emporium of the Southeast, 

il of New York. It is now regarded in the prophetic eye 
hrewd men as the chosen site for the future 


h its capac 


weeo»me 





‘mistress of the 


it advantages of Port Royal have long lain dormant. In 
rt of the board of officers lately convened for the 
ivy-yards, composed of Admiral David D. Porter 
ie following statements : 


Port Royal 


Yer 


examina 
and others, 
South Carolina, and 
depth of water 
Port Roy 
Southern coast. 
ippreciated prior to Lrél, 


its tributar it great ad 

and facilities for ents f t 
il Bay is a noble of water, un 
The is that the place 


ies prese 
lo the necessary 
k to vessels of war sheet 


tinest harbor on our wonder 


wh or; 


e same report I quote further: 
interval between Norfolk 
s, While the largest distance between any 
than two hundred and tifty miles 
miles from Norfolk, nine hundred 
and fifty from Key West. It would 
southern coast had been somewhat ne 
yards communication with the West Indies, Port Roys ul is four hundred and 
nearer to the Bahama Islands than Pensa and the distance of the 
from Havana is about the same. Asa point to communicate with the 

lands Port Royal has the advantage, while Pensacola seems to be a 
the protection of our interests in the Gulf of Mexico. Port Royal 
ture become a most important station on our South Atlantic coast 


and Pensacolaof fourteen hundred ; 
two navy-yirds 
Port Roy 
aud sixty from Pensacola, 
appear trom 
glected 


not more 
terhty 
ndred 
f the 


Brooklyn and 
r 


al is about fou 








this that the 








I 
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mux? ’ f 


s report is in consonance with all others, both of a publie 


and 
private nature, in reference to the superior merits of Port 


Roy 
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it has remained neglected and unappreciated for the sole reason 
limited connections with the grain-raising regions of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley. It offers greater induceme nts and advantages as 
ashipping port than any point on the coast mentioned, and these 
stsoon be duly appreciated. An atte mptis now being made, with 
prospects of success, by a company chartered by the Legi 


of Sou 


fair 
Lall 


«] 
ature 
h Cvrolina, to build docks, warehouses, and supply “the port 








With shipping and transportation facilities on an extended scale. 
With proper encouragement this movement may lead to very impor- 
it results. The construction simultaneously of the projected United 


States Central Railway from Lake Michigan to this port, via Cumber- 
ind Gap or Knoxville, would give a strong impetus to the harbor 
uprovements and at once invite capital and population to Port 
Royal. As soon as this railw: ay is completed Port Royal will become 
an important port of entry and her commercial relations, with all 
if the world accessible to merchant and tr: uling vessels, will be 
shed upon an enduring basis, 

her dismantled condition South Carolina may confidently seek 
(salvation throngh the proper utilization of her superb har- 


8 Tl lev are the natural inlets to a large share of the future 
( neree of the world. They will in due time command the great 


trade of the West 


i Indies and South 


America, and this trade will, 
e facilities of 


railroads, reach the heart of thi Penne tie at 


*ss distance by several hundred miles than by any other fe 


TOUTES, 


asible 
New York will perhaps remain forever the first commercial 














emporium of tl ] ] ‘ vill be fac ‘ \ I 
than crippled | vt ~ . 

Among the ma reasons ssigrne 
Oplbion that a larg \ aris eS h Atla 
coast, in the tmu Lliate ’ i i le i l ‘ 
following: First, its « ! h ong coast from Chesa 
peake Bay to Florida . r rte ss fro vy rival eity 
tl rdly, supertor ady wmtagves t irboranad en { w el 
fourthly, support of ol ru States i { \ nts 
rior by rail; sixthly, trade of the West Indies: ses thiv. trade of 
South America; eighthly, European trad ! contiguity to the 
vast coal-fields of Ken Penness \ i e iron 
ores and mineral deposits I n tl st rs oli 
w ich the proposer railways pass i eC ELUING | 
posed city can be reached on shorter nes of railway, from ¢ wo, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, and Saint Louis 1 | 5 ‘ 
Mississippi Valley, than iny railroads hithe » cous ted to the 
seaboard from the same point 

From a simple inspection of the map of the United States it will be 
perceived that the southern point of Lake Michigan is thi raph 
ical center of all portions of the country ad ipted to agricultural pur 
suits east of the Rocky Mount S If pon thie map a series of rac 
be drawn from Chicago to ull the harbors on the Atlantic coa 
peninsula of Florida excepted, it will be noticed that they are l 
practically of the same rt Q) yr to fa rable gaps 1 ] 
mountains it will be fo d pract ible to construct a railroad w i 
ee Cl vo to Port R il or Charleste ‘ i 
route nearly hundred miles shorter than a of the great ra Vays 
spade ae tv with Ne York 

The building of the pr sed series of railways would mark an im 
portant event at the thre Lot the second cent of this i + 
history. It would awake ill the ine st il p rs of t ‘ mitry 
how paraly ed It would wguratea Cw rol pr ress, foreen 
a degree of prosperity transcending anything of the past, ana infuse 
new life and energy among the preaprle Peace hath its vietories no 
less renowned than war,” and the nes irch of the Northwest to tl 
sea will be greater, grander ( ore { bhi that w ih i 
gone betore. 

The question of constitutional power of the Fede Govern 
to construct iroads or gra ud in their co rei yn Lye ‘ 
garded as res adjudicata. And the authority to grant charte ‘ 
road companies appears to be as clear and as well defined as that of 
any other implied powers hitherto exe ed by ¢ UTess It 
equally as clear and stro t hue \ hority to cha riwhatio 
bank, which was athirmed by the highest judicial tribunal of this 
country in the celebrated « e of MeColloch vs. The State of Mary 
land. Tothose holding to the view thatthe United State Liiation, 
and noc a mere loose compact between States, the power ob thre bes 
eral Government to charter and build railroads is clear and exp t 
If a State can t franchises to railroad companies, (and most 
them have done so.) it follows that the United States, in its more ¢ 
tensive jurisdiction, may likewise charter roads that will | 
two or more States Whether this power should be exercised wit! 
out the consent of the States into or through which the roads will 
pass, is amatter of expediency or policy Phere is not a State in the 
Union needing transportation facilities that would in any likelihood 
object to the exercise of this power on the part of the General Govy- 


In the several bills 
it is believed | be raised agains 
the consent of the States before the 

It is a right inherent to 


] 


ernment, 
objection 


ntroduced asking national charters, no 


t amendments requiring 


proposed roads are coustructed, 


very pation to extend 
its protecting arm over all | its territory ; and for this purpose 
the United States may order troops to march into any State, « 
them upon its soil, and 
the States tre What a 
the powers of a great nation like this, 
of invasion 16 was 


the sovereignty of ¢ 


irts of 


lartel 


and erect forts arsenals without consulting 
spassed upon. commentary it upon 


Li, Lor 
deemed necessary to 


would be 


instance, in anticipation 


erect military fortifications 


at some mountain pass asaprotection to the interior, if this author 
could not be exercised without first obtaining the consent of the State 
Legislature. 

Che anthority to grant charters to railroad companies with the cor 
dition that the roads when built shall be subservient to the purposes 
of the Government when necessity may require, and éven to ai 


their construction, may be cleat 
to Congress by the Constitution, 
and general 
harbors and a defenseless sea-coast 

it should appear that the building of 


nierread trom the 
‘to prov de for the 


of the United States.” If we have t 


rs or inted 


powe 


con 





non delense 


welfare nprotected 


rnd such is the case now 


railroads to or i the direet 





in 
of such unprotected harbors and defenseless coast was essential for 
their protection by the facilities they would afford in the rapid tran 
portation of troops, supplies, ind munitions of war, there could 
little doubt of the power of Congress to construct or a ithorize their 
construction. For prudential reasons, in anticipation of future da 
ger, it might become the duty of the Government to provide such 
means of defense. Besides proving to be means of * con , fe 
the railroads would in an ¢ nent degree promote “ the 
fare of the country, 

Again, the power ot Congress to estab h pos fices ar po roada 
may imply more than the mere purpose of declaring ce ting 
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itoe 
perta 
ind pas 

cial p 


sin all parts of the worl 


cannot i 
Taking these views to be a fair resumé of flor 
own postal rail- | stands. it may be asked what method can be adopt 1 that 
ht, for the purpose of | effectually solve these difficulties as for Congress to author 
ut for their services in | struction of railways, reserving the right to regulate and « 
t to the alternative of as public pecessityv may require, 
ld or authorize the con- | Phe building of railroads has been greatly facilitated ay 
he world advances and | hy Government aids in subsidies and land grants, but a 
+ quite evident that we | sition to granting further privileges of this sort is now ap 
ivilization, and con opposition to loans of Government credit is also re gard 
We cannot abandon | favor.as it might lead to the imposition of enormous burde 
and be contented with the people; but the vast majority of those engaged in agri 


isi: former days. Hence | suits, who are interested in securing the means of cheap 


vr charter railways as | tion, would cheerfully indorse the action of Congress in 
numberof railroadsand making them amenable to national |a 
se of Representatives | an extent as would protect their interests. The question n 
use of the following | if nosubsidies or other Government aid is demanded, why 
charters where it is generally practicable to secure chart: 
ranted in | Stute Legislatures or to organize local companies nuder 


ers poration laws? 


This question has already been fully answ 
*y impli 


argument produced in favor of a system of national railway 
| reasons may be summarized as follows: 
1. Because railroads built under State charters are alwa 
their character and limited in their purposes. They ar 
| short lines, built only with reference to local wants, and 


3 ex 
ised to prove that 
ht of makin 


tion npon Congress ** to 
x for “the common 
mple thority for the 

\ nation comprehend- 

vers of invasion would be 
means of defense. Our 
Pacitic coast would be at 
for the great railroad that } 
1any of the great maritime 
us with a long line of un 
on the southeast, and 


on of 


| 
i 
| 
| regard to future connections or general commercial ends 
} generally complicated with local interests, which always ¢] 
} and are seldom laid out and constructed on the direct routes 
| the most favorable to general highway. 
| 2. Railroads built under national charters and intended f 
state commercial highways would command more of the pu 

fidence, and being free from all local complications and Ix 
upon direct routes, would attord the best and most reliab| 
|} transportation. 

3. Beeause the powers to be exer¢ ised by companiesorg in 

national authority could be clearly defined in the charters 
railway proposed, if . , 
‘ not be easily evaded. 
i. Valuable adjuvant > 7 ‘ . 

' : . 4. Because the Government sanction would go far in disa 
minds of capitalists of the danger of arbitrary State legis 
they would thereby be induced to invest their capital in t 
tion of such roads under the belief that their rights would 

~e ies protected. 
unong the States Railroads as | r > ‘ ait . +] 

- a ee 5. Because the general and commercial interests of 

nthe Constitution was framed ; } , 

would be greatly promoted by the building of such roads, 
people would feel that they would have stronger guarantees 
they now have against the avarice and extortion of corpora 


troops and supplies | 


yvsor anthorize their con- 
iting interstate com- 


anted to Congress by the 


become the principal means by 
siscarriedon, it must follow that 


power to regulate sai ) e yon : . 
See “a esaid commer 6. Because the illicit issue of stocks as a means for ent 


managers of railways, by establishing a basis for higher rat 
| be totally prohibited. 

7. Because the construction of the proposed railways 
demanded by a large portion of the American people, es} 
those engaged in agricultural and commercial pursuits, and 
these works are of commercial, national, and political import 

8. Because the building of such roads would improve the 
develop its vast resources, unify its interests, strengthen the 
union between the States, and revive and place upon a firm 
ing basis the prosperity of the nation. 

After these general considerations, | will now eall special 
to the project embraced in House bill No. 3758, styled * The 
States Central Railway Company,” as an enterprise of magni 
of first-class importance. The proposed railway will start at ¢ 
and run in an air-line direction to Indianapolis; thence to Le 
Frankfort, Kentucky; thence to Cumberland Gap ; thence 
east direction to Charleston and Port Royal, South Caro 
tempt was made several years ago to build a similar road fro 
ton, via Knoxville, Tennessee, to the West, with Cin 
objective point. South Carolina was then but little 
States in the progressive spirit of the day, and sought to a 
a great purpose ot vital importance to her prosperity. 

The first step taken to inaugurate this important enterp! 
ealling a railroad convention at Knoxville. This convent 
on the 4th day of July, 1836, and in the number, intelligence 

acter of its delegates was never surpassed by any similai 
xe yh Nine States, including Indianaand Ohio, were represented 
weneral | Yention. The building of the road was on that oceasior 


a ‘ 
them to! by many distinguished men, among whom were Gove 


es by which it is mainly con- 
} ] 


iods of transportation does 
Phe question oecurs, can 
rporations abrogate this provision of the 
vers vested in them by State laws so trans- 
Vv beyond any eontrol of Congress ? © In 
there is perhaps no method that would 
toregulate commerce among the States 
iasystem of railwaysas I have alluded 
tonational law so far as it may be 

BR purposes, 
provides that Congress may “ interpose 
henever in its judgment the publie good requires it.” 
onary power vested in Congress would certainly atiord 
ly exercised, to the commercial interests of the 
rainst any abuse of power that might be at- 

t COMMPANLES 

is regarded a doubtful question whether Con- 
provisions of the Constitution exercise any con- 
corporations created by State authority. But 
ting under charters granted by the Federal 
be subject to the control of Congress, and any 
vy to occur could be remedied without invoking 
ionable power Krom an article on this 





ni 
neve lopaedi >» I extract the following: 


ntrol the fares 








( FE. D. Mansfield, and Dr. Daniel Drake of Ohio, Governor 
‘ Indiana, Robert Y. Haynes of South Carolina, James Glad 

O'Neal, Messrs. Petigru, Harper, Blandis, Brooks, and 

The project tively advocated by John C. C 
the ti 
years 
The 
under 


was 
lent Vv Ltt as an 

road 
mitinusally 


ae ilhoun 
No 
ira, Dut the 
Anderson, 
for construc 
\ prosecuted as late as the year A portion of 
yn Anderson to Walhalla, about thirty two miles, was com- 
sixteen miles at the other end south of 
nof the work took pli 
ring, tunneling, &e., 


tween the complete dbsections. 


enterprise of St lhnportance 


until 


in 
Was put 


won wh several iiterw 


link 


contract 


1, to 


view, irom 
1] 


Knoxville 
the vork PRd6 
Knoxville, when 
A large amount of in 
at ditferent points on 
Phe total amount expended 
tion Was estimated by the engineer at about $3,000,000, 


we, work 





was done 


uncial revulsion of 1857, which soon followed the suspension 

rk, rendered it impracticable to resume operations for sev- 

s. Before the managersof the road were able to renew their 

e war of 1X61 came on like a blighting scourge, and has since 

t South Carolina in too prostrate a condition to continue, even 

aid of the neighboring States which were interested in the 

. , york of such magnitude. This incompleted link, known 
Blue Ridge Railroad,” lies in the route of the proposed United 

‘ ~ Central Railway, and may be adopted as a portion of its main 
cipal branch. The work done on the incompleted Blue 

road is reported to be first-class in all respects and of 
anent character that it remains almost unimpaired to this 


Ridge Ra 


In 1x73 a convention of delegates from all the States interested by 
sed railway was held in the city of Chicago, and a company 
ranized to build the road from said city to the points before 
southeast Atlantic seaboard. The construction of 
ad has been commenced at both ends and has so far been prose- 
ely with local means. A considerable amount of grading 
ving has been done in Indiana, and the work is going on at 
e speed on the link between Spartanburgh, South Carolina, 
le, North Carolina, known as the Asheville and Spartans 
road. ‘This section of the line is under the able manage- 
Colonel D. R. Dancan, of Spartanburgh, the president of the 
\shevilleand Spartanburgh Railroad Company. Withthe aid atforded 
heap conviet labor, this portion of the road is likely to be carried 
tion through the Blue Ridge; but the mount- 
s character of much ef the country through North Carolina, 
and Kentucky, the cost of construction will far exceed the 
local aid, and hence the necessity of national recognition as 
eaus to insure its completion, No railway yet proposed, whether 
red. commercially, socially, or politically, exceeds this in im 
It ix an enterprise of national necessity and should receive 

the speedy sanction of Congress in the manner proposed. 
ttention of the vigorous and enterprising Northwest is now 
rected tothe South Atlantic States and the harbors upon their 
sis done with the view of opening direet commercial com 
tions with them, and throngh their excellent harbors to seek 
itlets for their surplus preducts to the markets of the world. 
The Sonth Atlantic States import largely from the West, hay, corn, 


i von the 


. iderine 
considering 


| sNert 








wheat, flour, bacon, beef, lard, machinery, mules, horses, cattle, mer- 
chandise, &e, These supplies at present find their way tothe purchasers 
ud consumers over long and circuitous routes, which exceed on an 


by nearly nine hundred miles the distance by the direct route 
of the proposed United States Central Railway. The cost of trans- 
tation over these nine hundred miles of extra distance falls upon 
woth consumer and producer, and it is certainly a matter of the great- 
est importance to the future growth and prosperity of both sections, 
somutually dependent upon each other, that direct and efticient chan- 
sof trade, such as proposed by this great iron highway, should be 
red at the eariest period practicable. 

rhe following table, copied from a prospectus of the proposed road, 
ows What the price per bushel of corn was in 1273, and is self-ex- 
planatory where the protits go: 





j 





I r of Minois (Adams and Kane Counties) from....... ........- $0 20 to $0 30 
I RNS erage caale Saad sucoswannnasdNenaneanee 25 to 35 
‘ it cht yM PLES do Sa ee Saab aged Sa WE me TR pee SES 5 Ua eS wees CURa ae 29 to 43 
‘ t South Carolina............ Date ER AN ee 5 ek eat 20 to 1 00 
Anterior of South Carolina and Georgia ..................-. 100 to 150 


However necessary this direct commercial highway between the 


Northwestern and Southeastern States may be to both sections for the 
mutial exchange of their respective products, yet this interchange 
rdomestic trade, important as it may be, is only a part of the uses 
‘hat this road is intended to subserve. 


seing a direct line from the 
heart of the country to the seaboard and having its termini at deep- 
water harbors, which are the keys to the tropical trade, it must nec- 
fssarily command to a large extent the commerce of the West Indies 
aud South America, It will also become an important outlet for 
‘readstuffs and other prodnets from the West to Europe and other 
conn trie Travel and trade on this highway would never be inter- 

pied by the vicissitudes of weather, and owing to the mildness of 
late in the States through which it will pass it would become 
ost pleasant and desirable route for immigrants from Europe 
ig homes in the Southern or Western States. The places of ter- 


S. 


seek iy 
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mini upon the seaboard are healthful, salubrious, and free ‘ 
demics, and are not s ' is 1 t ‘ 

unfit for the sate ] es SS 
advantages ove! \ s 8 uM “ 
those tar er to en S \ 

ositions on our Atla st s ing 

been so long neglected 

Chere are oth COTS¢ \ sof p i . ’ that a 
the building of the United States ¢ tra Ra It w pass 
through some of the richest mineral regions t ntinent It will 
open a wavy to vast coal-fe sand beds of tron ore | ure kead 
up for want of transportation lacilitie 

According to the geological report of Professor Roget | 
vania, the amount of coal originally existing e great il-tields 
of the world is given in the following stateme 
Belgium it ) 
brance 
British Isles 
Penns ’ Onn nw ¢ 
Appa ] ld l ’ 
Indiana, Kentucl nd I 4 I ‘ 
Iowa M ul Arka t 
Potal amount in the United Stat 4, OOO, O14 ) 

From these calculations it will be perceived that the United States 
have twenty-one times as much coal as Great Britair 

Che building of this railway would probably expose to view more 
unearthed mineral wealth in c« ron ores, &c., than will ever again 
be made accessible by any other road in the world, 

While it is evident that at no remote day the coal supplies of kn 
eland will run short, and likewise the sources of coal and iron in the 
principal manufacturing states of Europe, we have the clearest ¢ 
dence that we shall have an abundance of the same for all purposes 


for ages to come. Henee it i has endowed this 


ipparent that nature 


country in a superlative degree with the most important elements of 
power and greatness, and that at an early day it must be me tl 
first manufacturing nation in the world. Tron will become 

as it isin England, a great element of power, and our supremacy l 
depend in a great measure upon our ability or willingness to uti 


it. 
the heart of the coal-tields of Kentucky and Tennessee on a tangent 


The United States Ceutral Railway will open a passage thro 


of nearly two hundred miles; and along the same line, side by side 
with the coal, will be found iron ores in vast abundance and « ‘ 
best qualities—magnetic, spathic, and specular. The mounta re 

gions of Kentucky and Tennessee, with their healthful and fertile 
valleys and unlimited water-power, w hecome ere long chosen sites 
for manufacturing establishments. They only await the advent of 


marts of trade. 

Our country is vet new and its development incomplete 
resources are yet but partially utilized. 

of subjected 

statement, compiled from the last census of 
show what portion of the country is 
throngh which the United St 
with lowa and Wisconsin 

Indiana hassix-sevenths of her soil inclosed in farms and two-fifths 
actually cultivated; Iowa has three-sevenths inclosed and one-fifth 
cultivated ; Wisconsin has one-t fifth cultivated ; 


railroads to connect them with the 
Its vast 
Only a limited portion of our 
Phe follow 

ed States, will 
the 
ates Central Railway will pass, Loge ther 


heritage soil has heen | to cultivation 


the I 


under cultis 


+ 
nit 


ition in 


States 


hird inclosed and one 


Illinois has one-half inclosed and one-seventh cultivated; while East 
Tennessee has only one-fourth of her soil inclosed and about one 

tenth actually cultivated ; West North Carolina has only one-fourth 
inclosed and about one-te nth cultivated; Northeast Geor olin has only 
one-fourth inclosed and about one-tenth cultivated; South Carolina 


has only four-sevenths inclosed and about one 


While it is true that a « 
States lies among 


seventh cultivated. 
onsiderable portion of t-mentioned 
mountains, and may be regarded as timber 
yet the fact is demonstrable that none of the advantages of this 
country has yet been fully utilized, and that cheap and fertile lands 
and inexhaustible mineral and other resources invite the attention of 
the agriculturist, the miner, the mechanic, and manufacturer to the 
best inducements and opportunities that the world can afford 

The irresponsible assertions occasionally made, that this country 
has already too many railroads, are on par with the theory that some 
philosophic minds have advanced that our financial troubles and the 


the la 


nal 
lands, 


general depression in the business pursuits of this country are due to 
overproduction, If this theory were true, it would follow as a logical 
sequence that idleness, improvidence, stupidity, and extravagance 


would soon restore the equilibrium and bi about 


itv. Forthe consolation of tho 


ne istate ol prosper- 


e whoentertain these fe irs, [quote the 








following statements of Henry V. Poor, contained in the Railroad Man 
ual for 1°75 and 1276. He says: 
Another important element in forecasting the fatnre f r reads is the rapid 

increase of our population l - rease ee near 1 y 

ally The constant add 8 i i Pp erf 

ive of financial d Dat 4 ont, of en} 0 om : 
so long as it does not extend will soon f i the ‘ { r 
} production Every trade fee th tcan re 1 i vastly g 

‘ 4 eT ‘ re ct \ i t t t t (our p 4 a 

spect most ‘ f f 
others part Ww T 

In (80 our] D . 

able that pre I I i 1 
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Atlantic in commanding the trade of South America. H 
A careful insy. 
that the most direct commercial route fre 
America and from the West Indies te 
leads to our southeast Atlantic hay 


verted to this country ? 


ts and inlets for the immense prosp 

carried on between the countries mentioneda 

Ss What is most needed to ac omplish these desir 
evidently to build railways as I have proposed from the 
Mississippi or other points to Port Royal. Let us by 
one comercial metropolis on our south Atlantic coast 
ernment dosomething to aid ina purpose so laudable, a 


necessarily lead to the most portant and beneticial resu 


Lastly, in estimating the commercial advantages of 
States we should not overlook its central position betwee 
and the Orient ; that we have along extent of Pacific coast 

ast diree- | sand miles nearer China and other oriental lands than | 

sections of | that we ought, with the enterprise characteristic of the A 
necessity for a rail race, maintain forever a commercial supremacy in the sea 
of this continent. When are seen tovether all the ad 


ines, but a sys- | have been stated, it must be apparent to all minds that 
| 


] 


alistr 


f muting cen States should become the first commercial nation in the 
to the seaboard. By | that she is destined to become so in the immediate future 
1our entire Atlantie coast | admit of doubt, 
voing and incoming, and all || Our land has become the Egypt of the world. Our fert 
t ‘connection with | and broad prairies produce annually a large surplus of bread 
the world The | provisions for export to foreign lands, and it is safe te co 
tsof the Union, | the quantity of these exports will increase from year t 
measurably ad with all this we have not attained to that degree of ag 
periority that lies within our power. Our want of cor 
ittempt to estimate its | veniences act as an embargo upon the productive prosyp. 
rful combination of | country. 
long the vista of the It remains for us to avail ourselves of the wondert 
enidance of Provi- | and grand opportunities that lie within our grasp to by 
s and elements of | manufacturing nation in the world. But in order to 
mportance A con sources, develop the industrial pursuits of the whole co 
nt of territory our foreign commerce to its full dimensions, we must 
ons of more ex- | provide the necessary facilities of trausportation, by 
ur country pos- | tions of the country may have direet access to the u 
of sustaining | world. Our Atlantic and Pacifie shores should be bound t 
ns of a conti iron bands, so that the ocean trade from the East 
3,500,000 | have unrestricted transit across the continent. To 
essary a result will require more than one transcontil 
The Northern Pacitic Railroad should be completed, 
onstrate the wisdom of its construction, Phis road wiil te 


raced within | connection between the western extremity of our cha 


amount of | lakes and the Pacilic Ocean, and will in due time beco 
ve | and commercial necessity. Another railroad from San Dik 
s been po nt on the Pacific coast in Southern California, to the 
lantic seaboard, having its principal terminus at Port R 
r proportion | be constructed at as early a date as possible, This re 
ous extent of | United States Central, having their termini at Port R 
luets of the | make this place at once an important port of entry, a 
e, the chief commercial emporium of the Southeast. 
ble rivers Phe early construction of these thoroughfares will gre 
ise and have | upon the ac tive co-operation of the people ot the Southeast: 
, Surpassing in | and Southern States, who should be deeply interested in t 
iorthern bound tion 
most extended Can it be possible that those who represent the Sonth or 
lomestic and foreign. now the guardians of its dearest interests, should be so 
urcesof iron and other | barren idealities that they would oppose the very means 1 
le veree to manu soonest lead to the restitution of the South, awake its slur 
ergies, develop its wonderful resources, and plac e it alongs 
bound and having: North and West in the march of progress. It remains 
points for commere an | say whether these measures shall be fairly considered and > 
ts on our eastern ec or whether they shall be rejected. 
ill afford all the ship- | Great opportunities are close at hand, and the moment of 
Atlantic trade. From the | must soon arrive when the South must determine unde 
t and easy access to the | ner she will enlist. She must either remain captive to th 
i shores of South America. With proper | pelicy, or seize upon the bold and aggressive idea that is 


it ¢ 


ise trade of those countries can be secnred | terprise and make a noble effort to turn her natural ad 
per Friendly and reciprocal re resources to the best purposes. The building of the | 


ned bet ween them and us ways will not only improve her seaports and furnis! 


(merican states must ne much-needed commercial facilities, but will alse act 


Andes, the back-bone of the | to her manufacturing enterprises. Her vast fields of 


shores of the Pacific, leaving only a | her unequaled water-power, her cotton and other prod 


west side, while to the eastward of the | strong inducements to manufacturers, and when these 
tory spanning the torrid zoue and em- | and resources are properly employed, the South will arise 
vast country possesses | of prosperity that will compare favorably with any s¢ 
and abounds in val Union. All sections of the eountry will be mutuaily be 
vers Which arise in | the proposed improvements. No enterprise can be projet 
oco, the La Plata, and | portion of the country that will affeet injuriously the int 
minerce for the vast | other portion. There is no foundation for antagonism 0! 
pass. Thus it will | interests; and those who think that the construction ot 
America east of the | here or there, where it is a local or commercial want, W 
lantic. Commer- | have but limited perceptions of the opportunities that 
rect way, between the | sections of the Union for further developments. 
South America should I have presented these views because I believe them 
je means. Contiguity | and indisputable; and the proposed improvements, 1 


} ; 


countries beyond the | effect, will lead to the most beneticial and important resu 
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S. No. 1153) to provide for 
resident, and 


eine March 4 


the cou 








questions arising t reon, for the 






Mr. Speaker, the bill now under consideration pro 


of settling questions of such grave 






ole 
merely partisan feeling in its discussion. 


importance as to 
From the foun 
he Government, Whenever a question has arisen as to the 
fan electoral vote for President and Vice-President, serious 
sions have been expressed by the statesinen of the day as to 
ver involved in deciding the dispute. Heretofore such dis 
arisen in where the result of the election 
auy manner be atlected by the determination of the ques 
Ilence in all such cases the erisis has been passed by the adop 
Now we are contronted with contested 
votes upou the decision of which dey nds the election of 
tand Vice-President. The occasion demands the exercise of 


t stale stuanship and forbids all considerationsof mere party 







ve not any case 







{ mporary expedients. 





t question to be decided is as to the constitutionality of the 





st egislation. 


Phe bill simply provides when there are doubk 







roma State a mode of deciding which is the trne and lay 
vote of the State; and when there is but a single return 
ions are made to that return, the manner of disposing of 
ections. If Congress has power to provide by law for the 


es referred to in any manner, I assume that the bill is 
constitutional power of The framers of the 
Constitution must have foreseen that questions of this sort might 
| for this reason we should 


Congress. 






look with contidence for an ex- 






press uplied power to meet the emergency. The provisions of the 
( tion in reference to the appointment of electors are few and 
State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct 
electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives 

State may be entitled im the Congress: but no Senator or Representa 






m holding an ottice of trust or protit under the United States, shall be 


power to appoint electors is reserved to the States by the Con 
stitution of the United States, and can only be exercised in the man 
ein specified. It is a duty devolved upon the State, having 
m whatever to the ordinary legislation regulating the local 
3 Of its people. 

performance of this duty the State executes a power unde 
ral Constitution. By ratifying the Constitution the States 
lemselves to execute that part thus confided to them in the 
r prescribed in that instrument. How is this to be done? The 
tment must be by the State; the manner of the appointment 
ted by the Legislature. In making the appointment the mode 

( wd must be followed. 











bec 

















wr appointed must be equal to the whole number of Senators 
es to which the State may be entitled in the Congress 


and Rep 







lhe persons appointed clectors must not be Senators or Representa 
or hold an office of trust or proht under the United States. 
! electors are to be chosen at the time determined by Congress, 1n 










se stich time has been prescribed by law. In order to constitute 
ectors the mode prescribed in the Constitution must be pur- 
fhe State makes the appointment, and cannot delegate the 


erto any person or number of persons. The act is to be 


per 


nsuch manner as under the Constitution of the State expresses 

of its people. Otherwise the State might delegate the powe1 

e om wholly irresponsible to the people and untriend|y to the 

| Government. The manner of appointment must be directed 

Legislature, to the end that the proceedings may be regular 

rderly, and the result made known with certainty and in ac- 
we With the forms of law. 









ihe number of electors appointed should he equal to the whole 
er of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be 
t ed in the Congress. Were the State to appoint a greater num 





{ ¢ 
L leg 





ors 





than it is entitled to under the Constitution, and 
d these electors divide their votes among several candidates as 
Constitution contemplates they may, it would be impossible to 
‘elermine In counting the votes which should be excluded and which 
counted, Should the State appoint a less number than the Constitu- 

prescribes it would thereby attempt to change that part of the 
acral Coustitution which designates the number to be appornte dl 
eich State. Upon the appointment of electors in the manner pre 
t by the Constitution, the State has no further duty to perform 












ky 
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elerence to the election, unless there should be a failure to elect a 






Hresident by the electors. The persons appointed do not execute any 
power or authority derived from the State government. The acts 
th 


perform and the mode of the performance are all prescribed by; 
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perto ul of the ‘ t l ~ 
manne erfere wit ‘ 

¢ re \ t 
( stit of e | - \ ‘ 
thes I 

\W t are the ele rs I | t I 
respective States and vot rl Vice. I 
one of whom, at least, s . . ‘ i 
themselves ; thev sha Line t mY is 
President, a1 et Lilots } \ bre 
dent, and dis t lists of t f i 
Pie dent, and of all persons ted for as \ e-l l t 2 ft tl 
number of votes for each \ S they { 
ind transmit sealed to the it of Govern ot \ ead S t 
directed to the Preside ( = ite 

This brief paragraph tf f the ame e ¢ 
stitution of the I eas ( el races every ii t ‘ sat 
quired to pertori Phe ( 1 pre t ch ered t sa 
law of the State may re rm A lie ire clothed ithno power to ce 
termine ny question lies 1 t] elect or quatifieation of the 
members composing the ele ‘ eve of the State Rach « 
is an indepen voter for ‘ i Vice-Pre lent, free of « 
tre either b Ss ¢ eag ( or «le rhe ol Stile 
overnment 






















returns at thet 1 i i rpres Vv the Ce t o 
and laws } ‘ 1) f, the ele f Preside inal 
Vice Preside TIS COnS it | rf re i sto lye ‘ rut > 
make known the result In on I it tl I iitama ascertained 
and declared the Constitutio provicl tiiat 

Che Presid f the S 
Repre tat 8, open ‘ 
yeTSsOn | I I 
Soe meniariag of She ey 

‘ t er of | ! f 

Si bu ” i i 

The election depends, 1 ton the ountil of the vote but ¢ hie ’ 
pumber of votes received | the several ¢ didates It isthe duty of 
the President of the Senate to op: the cert ate ind of the two 
Hiouses there assembled to 1 tlie es i the 
that can arise is in deter? rin ed cases \ t sare ote 
Should the lists of votes signed | rtitied to fron y State show 
a greater number of electo ) r for President and Vice-President 
than the State is entitled to, the cou ig of ‘ s could not 
completed until a decision sl ild be mace vitl relere ‘ ot it 
vote, In like manner a que ,wotld arise req iy a des 
prior to the count, should two sets of eles rs sel rhs cer | 
in due form from the same State soth returns could not be received 
and counted as the vote of the State, and before the enumerat 
of votes can be made the true vote of the S I t be ascertained 
So it might appear that the electors fro i State had voted for a 
President and Vice-President, both of I vere inhabita 
same State with the elves, or for a p t of the « t 
tional age, or for a person not born in the | d States; or that 
one or more of the electors voting held an office of trust or profit 
under the United States, or that the appo el OL e1ec WW 
made by some authority other than that of the State ‘;whirt 
a manner ditierent from tha ected by the State Legi ture It 
cannot be certainly ki the certificates are all opened, what 
questions nay arise to be co tered L dete! lit nordel en 
tify and ascertain the legal vote to be counted Phat a part « ll 
the questions to which | have adverted m i eC, W hot me oa 
puted, That the decision of such stions When presented must 
be decided as indispensable to the int of the true vote i 
ipparent 

Phe power to co tt aT } 
pressly given by the Constitutic lat strument turth «le ' 
that Congress shall have power to make all | s which sha re 
necessary and proper for carry r execution the 
ers aud all other powe1 ested t + Constitute the (reo 
ment of the Un ed States, « iny department officer thereot 
Under this general clause Congre tor passa law preserib 
how the elector vote 8h TT tor falsopro inegtiora ole 
of settling all puestiol t1 irise neder t ( tu m of 
the United States, pre i tin p of the ve 

I go a step further Assul r, as some do,that the Vice-Pre t 
has a right to count the vote, yet under thi veneral clause 1 Th 
Constitution, he being officer of the Government, and it be f 
“necessary and pro rl to execution” the power ve l 
in him that the leg ‘ ‘ st be ertained to enable i 
to discharge his d | ( é has the power to rih 
the iW eit ol iscel i - ‘ Te \ ‘ 
that the two Houses, w t ee pres f 
the cel ii¢ ites, ( i { ‘ ‘ i i ‘ i if 
powel they must 1 t asce hare t u ‘ ‘ 
Hlouses to count all that purported to be te ise Of dou e 
returns or the appointment by any State of elect sof the 
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ed in rebellion, or to exclude one State hecaus 
Congress the State was not entitled to represent 
ask if we may not look behind the returns to see if a 
inaState has not, in violation of law, thrown out and 
the votes of 12,000 or 15,000 leg 


It is settled that the } 


pre 


erjury, the pi lnct f a cons 


. > ] 
eople 
vt i 


" 1 the name of 1 
us to count that vote an¢ rb l to look behin 
then see that in making and certifying that ret 

bers on | State and the will of the people were trampled und 
hat force | the proposition is to refute it. 
Po as How can thes 


lo count | proper | or the enforcement of a pro 


\ 1 
Hts of thes 


ner 
i 

nuple mathe I e to eliminate from the electoral vote all that 
+? 


lion either it indulen The Constitution gives the State no righ 


y selector. It gives no one aright in the name 
ned men ake ¢ ilse or fraudulent return of the electoral vote 
So far I ing to the States the power to appoint elect 

ved of the power to provide against a viol 
of the United States in the appointment 
evident d Vice-President und 
ain li Land well-detines 
ry and proper to be done in carrying 
tion relating to the el 
ept what has been reserved to 


ection ot 


ind I can conceive of no more imyp 
ovide aj ind equitable mode of 
te and doubt the 
tlre power to do this is not in Congress 
and the people of the United States are at the mer 
rascals who may see fit to set up a frandulent returnii 
manufacture pretel ded electors at will. There can be 
power in the States to remedy the evil, for the reason t] 
ld that question in | and wrong may not be known until the certificates are op 
had a half-dozen President of the Senate in the presence of both House 
il college for the | State has the power and should omit from any cause to p 
imndl Vice-Pres turn of fraudulent or false votes the people of the Unit 
Presi- | an interest in the question, and no laches upon the part of 
ties of a State ought to prejudice the rights of the 
whole country. 
I will eall attention to tl tenth amendment 
10t because I believe it has any bearing upon tl 
the reason that some of my friends for whose opin 
re spect believe it does. By that article— 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Ce 
ited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respective 
By the Constitution the power is delegated to the U 
elect a President. As a part of the machinery of e 
s Government | are clothed with the power to appoint electors und 
nate and Ilouse, | tions, the electors having certain qualifications. With 
the States there can be no election of President. 
sclude from t! ount | power to elect a President and Vice President is fully 
take 1 (he tin tt the Constitution and the part to be pe rformed by the S 
+ pre edents, with which | clearly detined, where ear there be room left for a: 


ms raised in referer of 


mly to the yOINT reso- | served powers in the States? If the Constitution is 
», Which declared | point that may arise in the election of President and Vi 


+ } 


on in the elect- | should we not resort to the implied powers and pass 


e-President of the “ shall be necessary and proper foi carrying into exec 


he4thday of March, | tion of President and Vice-President, rather than to lo 


ind counted from said | served powers of the States to supply the omission ? 


joint re solution, l be The power to elect the President and Vice President und 
stitution is full and complete, ither in ¢ Xpre ss terms or by 
hts friends, especially | implication. The part to be performed by the States is 
FIELD, ] to the vote in the Senate | ited and defined. Hence there can be no other powers 1 
tate-rights men as Backalew of Penn the States in the premises. In order to show the utter f illa 
.llendricks of Indiana, Johnson of Mary | claim that the bill under consideration is violative of any ot 
nd Trumbull of Illinois voted for the joint | of the States, let us see what is proposed to be done not 2 
a vote of 29 to 10. According to the | thorized by the Constitution : 
these States that chose to could First. It provides who shall be the presiding officer w! 
t; and the eminent democrats | Houses meet to count the vote. 
‘hind the returns and excluding Second. It provides for the appointment of two tellers 
States. I may be met with the | House to make a list of the votes, &c. 
tates were in rebellion, hence were | Third. It provides a mode of deciding objections to the \ 
and Vice-President. Admit it, but | State by the two Houses where there is but one return. 
tates find out that fact from the face Fourth. It provides the mode of deciding objections © he 
« Senate and Honse of Representa- | is a double return from a State, in the tirst instance by t 
tion not to count the vote of | of a commission consisting of five Senators and five Rej 


did the fa 


and five justices of the Supreme Court, subject, however 
p- | and rejection by the concurrent action of the two Hous 
appointed? No such Phere being no person designated by the Constitutior 
‘rease. If in the one ver the two ITlouses when they meet to count the vi 
mof the two Houses aimed that the power to appoint the President is reserves 
and exclude from the count , States,or that because there is no provision in the Constit 
itants thereof were en- zing the appointment of tellers that this bill tren hes 

















. 
r tellers? 





rrovidaus fi No one would be guilty of such an 


rdly L« claimed that asa part of the reserved ri 


ip 


hts of 


ht 
s there should be passed State laws providing for the decis 


is When the vote of a State 1s challenged; or that any 

vie Cou 1 be adopted whereby the sSfavles ¢ mild ad Whicate 
ject hen what rights of the States are violated by the 
None: unless the States or those who assume to act for them 


it tosend up here and have counted, in the election of 

nd Vice-President, the votes of ineligible electors, or inva- 

fraudulent votes. 

r, as I do, that legislation is absolutely necessary in order 
it of disputes relative tothe electoral vote, and that the 

consideration is warranted by the Constitution, and was 
by the committee in a spirit of justice and patriotism, 
iribunal to be selected under it will be as fair and free 


1] 


n intluence as any that could be selected, I shall give it 
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nder consideration the bill (S. No. 1153 le for 
rof votes for President and Vice-President, and t ecision 
for the term commencing March 4, A. D. le77— 





SPEAKER: Tam unwilling that this diseussion should close and 

f this day be made up for history without uttering some 

ipproval of this measure. The importance, the gravity of 

y question none candeny. Upon the passage of this bill, 

lar in its provisions, in my judgment, hang events of great 

this Republic. What may be the result of its rejection 

+ House, I will not attempt to forecast; but that it is a measure 
lated to secure a fair adjustment of the presidential ques 

to restore tranquillity to the country, I can well believe. 

ive it my support. What, then, is the object of this bill? 

e it to be to secure an honorable settlement of a question 

vith peril to the country, a settlement by a tribunal wh 

innot be que stioned and whose jud rinent will be acqgul- | 

vv good men of all parties. 

Speaker, L approach the discussion of this bill in no partisan 
t deeply impressed with the gravity of the oecasion, aud ani 
as | trust by an earnest desire to faithfully discharge the high 


s devolving upon me as one of the representatives of the peo- 


question, sir, as to who shall be elected President of the 








} 


| States, important as that question was when pending before 

utry, becomes of relatively little moment in comparison with 

it question whether the candidate who has under the forms 

wen Chosen by the people shall be quietly indueted into his 

for upon this depends a continuance of our republican 

ns. If it once be conceded that by any means the will of 

eople can be thwarted and those chosen to administer the Gov- 

ent foreibly or fraudulently deprived of that right, then, sir, it 

ds no prophet to foretell the ultimate overthrow of our form of 

ent. A Government based upon the right of the people to 

st perish with the destruction of that right. 1¢ matters little 

hat pretext or to accomplish what end the right or power is 

| of disregarding the will of the majority, its exercise in a 

© instance must inevitably weaken if not destroy the faith of the 

¢ in popular government. 

) the end, then, Mr. Speaker, that the will of the people as law 

xpressed by the ballot may be executed ; to the end that there 

be no usurpation of this high office, but that the public mind 

rest content in the belief that he who assumes the duties of Chief 

igistrate takes with him the title to his great office ; to the end, sir, 

peace and order, rather than confusion and disorder, may prevail 
the State, I give my cordial assent to this bill. 

Speaker, while it is my firm conviction that Samuel J. Tilden 
the voice of the legal electors of these United States entitled to 
thee of President, yet I recognize the fact that many gentlemen 
this floor, as honest in their convietions as myself and with equal 
us of information, are persuaded that Governor Hayes has been 
ted to that high office. In this emergency, with the succession to 
“reat oflice in dispute, with four millions of electors insisting upon 

uguration of one candidate and an equal or greater number 
the inauguration of the other, it is indispensable to the tran- 
ty of the country that some practicable solution of this d ilty 
ved. If it be trne that a condition of affairs has arisen unfore 

d not provided for by the framers of our Constitution, then, 

the responsibility is cast upon us of devising some mode not in 

t with the terms of that instrument for the settlement of all 
overted questions arising out of this election. 





} 
! 


' rlorida and of Louisiana shall be counted for Tilden or for Hayes. 
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It is worse 1 





the people inter 











® question in dispute is whether the electoral votes of the States | ers. 
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IRD. 


Coming down rapidly in this review to 1865, the qn 
irose as to counting the votes of States then or late 
\ joint resolution was adopted excluding the votes of a 
ept Louisiana and Tennessee. President Lincoln 
oint resolution his apprey il, sent the followin spe 








has ¢ pressed any oplnioh o 


tion wer 
‘to lnber 


and 








ctoft 





Mr. Speaker, if the two Houses of Congress were but 
tors of this ceremony, as is now so strenuously insisted 
the complete power” under the twelfth article of the ( 
toexclade from the counting all electoral'votes deemed by t 

Now, sir, the instances cited are conclusive as to the 
ing the electoral votes from the year 1517 to 1865, a peri: 
half a century During this entire time it was never « 
the right of counting the votes, deciding what should be 
What rejected, was a prerogative of the presiding officer of 
ate Upon the contrary, the right to do so was wholly 
Mr. Mason in 1857. 

Phe twenty-second joint rule of the Senate and H 


sentatives was ace pte al 
Ls65, and 


and 172 
authority of this House, I will 


l WHAnTMIOLLS 
of Feoruary, 
of LS64, 156, 
the 


Ih purrstlane 





were counted 








ly by those 


baddies o 
e of this rule the ¢ 
1. This rule, sO Cleal 


read : 


rhe two Houses shall assemble in the Hall of the House of R 
the hour of one o'clock p on the second Wednesday in Febr 
ing rat z 0 e electors of President and Vice-P1 
S 3s, andt Pre lent of the Senate shall be th presiding 
8 be apr ted on the part of tl Senate and twoon the pa 
Representatives, to whom shall be handed, as they are opened, b 
the Senate, the certificates of the electoral vot« ind the said tell 
t une in t presence ad hearing ¢ lot Hlouses ther 
ha ly ‘ edt result of the 1 








shall be submitted to that body for its decision, and the Sp ‘ 
Representatives shall in like u ner state the question tot Ho 
atives for its decision, and no question shall be decided atlirmat 
objected to shall be counted except by the concurring vote of the tw 
being obtained wo Houses shall immediately re-assembl nad 
er shall then announce the decision of the question submitted, and 
question there shall be »>debate ineither Honse, and any oth 
to the object for which the two Houses are assembled may be subn 








il lh iike Wanne!l 

But, sir, it is insisted that this rule is not now in fore: 
it only for the purpose of showing the construction 
twelfth article of the Constitution by the leaders of bot 
parties only twelve years ago and the continued acquies 
that construction until 1873 by those who now seek to d 
Whether operative at the present time or not it is importar 


sider it as a clear retlex of the views of political leaders, 


when no pressing party exigency demanded its abrog 


Can it then, Mr. Speaker, be gra 
letter on spirit of the Constitution ¢ 
to which I have referred, this pow 








vely argued that, ei 
or from the long line of 
er, sO important and so 


ing in its results, rests solely in a single oflicer, and not in t 


sentatives of the people ? 

Mr. Speaker, without detaining t 
argument, I approach now the di 
The twenty-second joint rule, that 
the electoral votes, having been d 
Senate, what shall be the mode of 
meet the present exigency In publi 
electoral votes are to be counted a 
entitled to the high ottice of Presid 
ditierences have arisen between the 
political organizatious as to the m: 
of deciding for whom the votes of 
counted, Let us now, sir, while yet 





he House longer with 
scussion of a practica 


regulating the mode ot 


eclared no longer in ft 
procedure adopted by ( 
e affairs? A few days 
nd one of the candidate 
ent of the United Stat 
» representatives of the 
wunner of counting these 

certain disputed Stat 


it is time, look the dang: 


in the face, and if possible adopt some means of averting | 
part of wisdom to approach the very hour when these votes 


counted and the result declared, w 
a tagonizing 





ach other as to the 1 
plished?) The time, sir, for angry « 
blie peril patriotism has hig 
I declare that I havet 


of pu 


bor 


myself 


ith the two politic ai org 
node in which this is to 


her demands upon us 


liscussion has passe¢ 


10 theories upon this s 
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lam unwilling to relinquish in the interest of a fair and 


adjustment of the question. 
What, sir, is the situation ? 





One party demanding tha 


+ 



















hail be counted by the President of the Senate, the other—and 
properly as L have no doubt—insisting that this high duty devolves 
non both Houses of Congress. In this condition of affairs, with such 
iverse views maintained in this House and throughout the country, 
tis to be the solution of the ditt ulty ? 

Mr. Speaker, in my humble judgment an adjustment fair and hon- 
orable to both of the great political parties and to their respective can- 
Jidates is to be found in the joint conference bill now pending before 
this Hou Let us, then, for a moment examine this bill and ascer- 
tain whether it is calculated to steer the ship of state safely through 

dangers Which beset it. 





That there is a pressing necessity for 
the adoption of some plan by the Senate and House, in order that 
ynfusion may be avoided in counting the electoral votes, no sane 
can deny. To be availing, it must be 


man =) 


adopted now. Delay is 
dangerous. We cannot, we dare not allow ourselves to drift along 
intil the 14th day of February without having first agreed upon some 
plan for counting these votes and ascertaining which candidate has 
heen chosen. To do so would be to involve this country in dire con- 
fusion. If thisCongress fails to discharge this high duty now history 
will hold it accountable. 
[he necessity then being urgent for the adoption of some mode of 
mnting the electoral votes, and ascertaining the result, the question 
irs Whether that presented by the joint committee will fully meet 
this requirement. It is but a mode of procedure, a substitute for the 
twent:-second joint rule now declared inoperative. It provides for 
he establishment of a tribunal to pass upon grave questions, which 
will necessarily arise in counting the electoral votes; among oth- 
ers, that of which sets of certificates reflect the true voice of the 
val yoters of Louisiana and Florida. By this tribunal or grand com- 
ssion all disputed questions must be decided. Manifestly then, if 
stribunal be impartial and able, no honest man can complain of 
arbitrament. The claim for the Presidency has but slight founda- 
vhich cannot confidently be submitted to such a tribunal. No 
ty can survive its willful defeat of so fair a mode of settling this 
ticult question. 
then, Mr. Speaker, is this grand commission to be consti- 
The bill provides that it is to consist of fifteen members, five 
f whom are to be Senators, five Representatives, and five justices 
fthe Supreme Court of the United States; four of the latter are 
ited by the bill, and they are to choose the fifth. By viva voce 
vote the Senate and House, on the 30th day of January, shall each 
hoose its members of the commission. The opportunity at least is 
ded of selecting from each political organization men of ability 
character, and whose decision will command the respect of the 
Add to the ten thus chosen in equal numbers from the two 
tical parties five justices of the Supreme Court of the 
ted States, and a tribunal is constituted to which the questions 
ved in the pending controversy are to be submitted. For one, 
Ir, Speaker, momentous as are the issues involved, I am willing to 
eave their arbitrament to such a tribunal. The issue presented, and 
h we are now to meet, is whether this bill shall become a law, 
samicable mode of adjustment be adopted, or whether this Gov- 
nent shall drift on, like a ship without chart or compass, until we 
wh the very hour which may decide the fate of the Republic. For 
self, I cannot hesitate as to my duty in this hour 
\s to who may be declared President under this bill, I have 


pped to consider, 


How, 


1? 


not 
The danger is too great, the occasion too solemn 

for partisan or selfish considerations to move him upon whom is to 
t the responsibility of the adoption or rejection of this measure 
stment. Gentlemen upon this floor have declared this bill to 

I have not so regarded it. In no sense is it a sur- 

In what important act of legislation has every 
mber of this House been able toincorporate his own peculiar ideas ? 
Olt necessity, before aresult can be reached which retlectsthe judg- 
ment of this House, concessions must be made upon the one side and 
upon the other. There could be no legislation were there no yield- 
ing of individual opinions, no concessions. 

But, sir, if this bill be in reality a compromise, as such I am will- 
ing to accept it. More than once in our history as a Government have 
measures of compromise been adopted in order that the troubled wa- 
ters might be stilled and the dangers of civil war arrested. Are we 
Wiser or more patriotic in our day and generation than were our fa- 
thers? Henry Clay, the grandest of statesmen of the last generation, 
Will have no prouder title in history than that of the great pacifica- 
tor, Fortunate will it be for us, and for those who come after us, 
Mr. Speaker, if no occasion hereafter arise in our history when con- 
“lation, concession, compromise are necessary to dispel the clouds 
that may gather over our horizon. 

Sir,the passage of this bill, the peaceable adjustment of the pres- 
idential question, and the acquiescence by forty-five millions of Amer- 
can freemen in the result, will be a marked era in our history. 
It will demonstrate to the world the capacity of our people for self- 
eovernment. Hereafter we need have no fears for the perpetuity of 
our institutions, This measure, which ushers in the second century 
of our history as a republic, is but an earnest of the glories which 
will crow nit in the future. As such I hail it; as such will it meet a 
response in the great American heart. Sir, differ as we may as to 
candidates and measures, yet, thank God, when questions arise touch- 


ing the safety of this Government party creeds and candidates are 
alike forgotten. 


1 adyu 
be a compromise. 
render of principle. 


1 
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| be made to deprive them of their offices by the 
determined that such an 
resistance, and that an effort « 


| which this fraudulent result has bee: 


elects Hayes and Wheeler. 


eligibility of Watts, claiming 
that State has cast but two el 


litical condition of the country has become critical and the 
the people are filled with anxiety and alarm. 
country is depressed, unrest and foreboding fill the public mind, and 


“) 
SI 

Mr. Speaker, this measure is the harbinger of peace. Indispensa 
ble to our material prosperity, to our welfare, to our happiness, is 
good order, stable government, “ liberty regulated by law.” A con 
test by arms to secure the presidential succession will result in the 
destruction of our form of Civil war is a remedy for 
no evil. Already has it desolated a large portion of this fair land, 
ind left its dark shadow in every home and heart. Let peace then 
return, and with it will come material prosperity to all our people and 


rovernment. 


the era of concord and fraternal affection throughout all sections of 
this great Republic. 
Peace in the quiet dales 
Made rankly fertile by the blood of n 
Peace in the woodland and the | 


lonely glen 
Peace in the peopled v iles . 
Peace on the farthest seas 

Peace in our sheltered bays and ample streams, 


Peace where’er our starry banner gleams, 
And peace in every breeze; 
Peace on the whirring marts 
Peace where the scho thir 
Peace, God of Peace 
And all our hearts. 


ur ks, the hunter roams; 


peace, peace in all our homes 


Counting the Electoral Vote. 


REMARKS OF HON. R. A. HATCITER, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


January 25, 1877, 
On the bill (S. No. 1153) to provide for and re ut count f votes for Presi 
dent and Vice-President, and the decision of questions arising thereon, for the 
term commencing March 4, A. D. 1877 


Mr. HATCHER. Mr. Speaker, presuming that every member of 
this House has his mind firm] up as to the vote which he will 
give upon this most important measure, I have no hope that anything 
I can say will influence the action of others. 
sage of this bill as one of the most important 
history, and the vote I shall give upon 
ny official life, I desire to put upor 
ence ine in giving it as I propose 

I believe, as fully and firm] 


V mace 


But regarding the pas 
events in our nation’s 
it the most important act of 
record the reasons which intlu 


to do. 


as I believe in my own existence, that 





Tilden and Hendricks have been fairly and legally elected President 
and Vice-President of the United States. I believe that, by frands 
the most daring and astoundi: they have been deprived of the elect 





oral votes of the two States of Flo 


falsely and fraudulently counted for Hayes and Wheeler, give the 
latter, on the face of the return the whole the 
United States, a majority of 1. 

The fact that these outrages of the 


rida and Louisiana which, being 


3 of 


electoral vote of 


infamous returning boards, by 


n brought about, have been in 


neouraged and incited—by men high 
n position and authority in the republican party warrants me in be 
lieving the charge so often public] 
is a determined and powerful c 
candidates at all hazards. 

There are some who prete nd to beliey re 
estly do believe that the President of the Senate 
authority not only to count but to determine the 
oral votes deposited with him as such ofli 
an illegal count by him. There are those also who believe that there 
is no authority in either or boch Houses of Congress to go behind those 
electoral returns and examine into the fraud or irregularities by which 
they were brought about, and who in 
erly certified must be taken as they 
turns, and that in this instance such 


dorsed and commended—if 


and persistently made that there 
muspiracy to count in the defeated 


are some who hon- 
has the exclusive 
validity of the elect 
er, and will insist upon such 





sist that such votes when prop 
appear on the face of such re 
a view of the law necessarily 
Many, very many democrats, sat 


were fairly and honestly el 


sfied that Tilden 


ected, yet believ 


and Hendricks 
ng that the attempt will 
by frands referred to, are 
attempt shall not 


be 


orous 


consummated without 
and determined shall 
and secure to them the 
stly won by the democrats at the 


be 


ly 1 
PICKS, 


made to count in Tilden and 
fruits of the victory so fairly and ju 


election in November. 


There are others who claim reason of the constitutional in- 


one of the electors for Oregon, 
votes ; and therefore giving to 


toral 
beCLOral Ss 


Hayes and Wheeler the votes of Florida and Louisiana and all other 


votes claimed for them, there is a tie in the electoral vote, and thereby 


the present House of Representatives is authorized and required to 
elect a President and the Senate a Vice-Pre 


ident, in which ¢ the 
Pilden President, and the Sen 


ust 
House as now constituted would elect ’ 


ate would elect Wheeler Vice-President. 


Thus by reason of such conflicting views and propositions the po- 


minds of 


The business of the 
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ugh I do not regard civil war as | Capitol know but too well that our objection will avail y 
of it harrows many minds and it is yet | der the law; yet we have the privilege of protest against wro 
ies Of ill-advised and passionate councils. we use that privilege in expressing not alone our individua 
te, and especially of my district, do not desire | tions, but the stern sentiment, as we understand it, of 
snd felt enough of it. Sinee the late war they | jority of the American people. 
xperienced some of the troubles, but not to the same extent as Mr. Speaker, to say that the decision upon which wi 


hose which have alilicted and cursed the State of Louisiana They | pass is a disappointment is no adequate utterance of thi 
t 


know what it isto be cheated out of | 


4 i 


ie result of fair and honest | the people whose agents and servants we are. There is in th 
elections by open, bare-faced, brazen fraud. They know something of | popular heart but little tolerance for the spirit born of cunn 
the infamies whic! unprincipled canvassing board can perpetrate. | sharpened by intrigue that would defeat the popular will 
By a returnil nf I the ageney of quibbles and technicalities. 
ing thousands « inal Honest public sentiment demands equity in the adjustment 
ile teachers from their peaceful av on, ministers pu lic right, and he who would evade or foil such a demand } 
pit, and lawyers f1 i f theirp lion—reject yt surely invites the pursuit of a sleepless, tireless, remors: 
popular vot W bOI pron em, a une iests and | the inevitable judgment of a defrauded country. 
preache rs, ¢ { t 


t 
turou 


f 


ICSS AVE 


In the consideration of questions affecting public interests ¢ 
ple desire not law alone, but justice; and of the two the 
with indictment prose 3, and sor if the 1 and certainly not the least, for law is of mortal device, wh 


i 
practice of tl 


Lie ] 
prisoned only ise tl refused te an it us oath pre though administered by human hands, is not of human manuf; 
scribed by tl inf constitu which with tl neal ) | But we had reason to believe and we did believe that the conely 
author linke hereto w odious remembrat slong as our | of the commission would be both sanctioned by law and fortif 
State has a history nal | justice. We were mistaken. Justice has no place in the res 
But not only dik i stu r board of one member, one secretary | was reasonably expected that the State of Florida would be 
of state, fraudulently ane ly fasten this constitution upon the | to show literal facts at least; that certain persons Claimir 
le of the ite, In nder it he exercised as arbitrary and des- | electors were not appointed at all, and that certain others w 
power and practiced as villainous and barefaced frauds in set- | is denied were and are the lawfully authorized electors for th 
ind honest elections of Congressmen, leg- | Not only was this expected, but it was a matter of right. N 
cers as ever was practiced in Louisiana | this question affect the State of Florida alone; it was a mat 
t the people of Missouri did not go to war, they | vital concern to the country at large. It was indispensab| 
worked, and biding their time appealed to the honor, | cause of truth and right at home that the State should not be ¢ 
am, and sense of justice of the people of the State of all | over to the deeds of spurious officials, but the importance of th: 
part lo the eternal honor of those appealed to be it | ter took a far higher and wider range when the administrat 
appeal was not in vain, and re public ans by thousands, « all- | General Government was thrown into the balance. 
ing themselves “liberal republicans” and showing themselves indeed The State of Florida says that Charles H. Pearce, F 
to be liberal rep ns, arrayed themselves against that terrible en- | Humphreys, William H. Holden, and Thomas W. Long at 
rine of oppression and cruelty, and giving relief to the oppressed | electors, because they were not appointed by her peopl 
and disfranchised citizens of the State, consigned “ Rodman the | Wilkinson Call, James E. Yonge, Robert B. Hilton, and Ro} 
counter” and the “Drake constitution” alike to perpetual execration | lock are her electors regularly and legally appointed ; and she so 
smemory. With thisexample of patience and persever- | opportunity to establish before the commission the truth of 
uly appeal to the honest people of the country before | sertion by stubborn and undeniable facts. She solicited 
ire again “disposed to suffer while evils are suf- | nation, that the truth might be made known to the world. 


er than plunge the country into all the horrors of another | not hide her steps nor skulk along devious ways, but her cou 


i 


uti ‘ l war. open, bold, and upright. She submitted questions of fa 
| has already been made in reference to the | manded a fair and honest ascertainment. This was al 
rout of the late presidential election, and what and by the act of submission she was pledged to abicde 
ilt is one which shows that when an appeal of | Can the most inveterate partisan say that there was anyt! 
he honor and patriotism of the people such ap- | in this? Was not the State right in asking that the truth 
kor what do we now behold? Men who were | known and the public preference established ? And esp: 
each other in the late excited and bitter | the inquiry to have been made, when thirty-seven others 
who have been arrayed against each other | all the millions of American citizens had the right not on 
Houses of Congress, men known to be pro- | the truth but to have that truth declared. 
cod ar dintheir political feelings and sentiments, seeing And yet what has happened? The request is refus 
ren whicl isupon the country, ignored party and party | men, in the face of the blinding charge that they “ wer 
ife; forgetting th political animosities and repressing their de- | as electors by the returning board of said State corrupt 
re for party suecess; have arisen tothe heightof the great oceasion, | ulently, in disregard of law and with the intent to def 
and coming together as patriots, as statesmen and Americans, have | the people,” are allowed virtually to determine who shall be Presi 
La way of honorable escape from the dangers which threaten | of the United States. 
ntry, and with a unanimity as sublime as it is surprising have Mr. Speaker, there is an old-fashioned idea that fraud vi 
ysreed upon a plan for submitting the matters in controversy to a | transaction into which it enters. And it has been a cust 
| whose decision none will dare to question or impeach. That | tribunals to institute rigorous inquiry when fraud was c! 
tained in the bill now before us. Believing it constitu- | papers, processes, certificates, sealed instruments, all had to 
ing it to be just, fair, and honorable; believing that it | the test. To tear out fraud, wherever found, and destroy 
| accomplish the purpose for which it is intended, I shall give it | power has been a part of the high mission of all courts and t 
y hearty support that had anything to do with either public or private righ 
Another reason why [ shall give it my cordial support is that by | ruling practice in these later days seems to be tending i 
the action and example of the joint committee which reported this | direction, and a seal is held to give sanctity to any depth ot 
bill the spirit of cruel persecution, the unnatural hates and sectional | or at least to cover and protect it from exposure. The peop! 
bitterness which were so 8 iecessfully and extensively evoked by that this high commission, chosen with such deep solicitud 
northern partisans toward the people of the South, will be allayed; | see to it that the title of the coming Administration shou!d 
concord, harmony, and fraternity will be restored; and result as it | pure asthe unstained snow, and they were satisfied to rest a disput 
may, whether Tilden or Hayes be inaugurated, the so-called “ bloody | cause in their hands. ; 
shirt” will be buried past resurrection. Amen. So mote it be. But how is this expectation met? Not by a judgment that fra 
shall have no part in determining the Presidency, but by the advers 
declaration that there shall be no proof of fraud, however deep 4! 
pervading it may have been. And thusit results that these four m 
whose authority, it is alleged, has no other prop than the rotieniess 
of consummate fraud, are allowed to cast the vote of the State agains! 
occas her express action and against the will of her people. This is ¢ 
SPEECH OF ILON. JERE N. WILLLA MS, more remarkable, in view of the present situation in —_ A, 
a democratic administration, recognized and even assured by are} 
OF ALABAMA, lican court, wields authority derived from the _ election unde! 
[ TTR rap » Ru a which these pretended republican electors claim their right 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Mr. Seosber, the Toda of this commission will never conv!! 
February 12, 1877, the people of the United States that the same voters that + 
. Governor Drew and a democratic Legislature in the State of Fl 
did not also cast their ballots for Tilden and Hendricks. It they‘ 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, as I voted against | not and if the republican electors had a fair and honest majo! 
the bill to establish this electoral commission, it is not inappropriate | that State, why not satisfy the country that such is the f 
to mention some of the reasons that determine my vote against the | proof could be easily made if the republican claim 1s va 
ipproval of its decision by the House. would quiet this deep and prevailing dissatisfaction ; but! 
rhe Senate has already concurred, and we in this wing of the | vestigation is dodged and avoided by every device that prot 
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The Florida Election 


On the decision of the electoral commission in the case of Florida. 
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ingenuity can suggest, and the people are refused the poor privilege 
of show ing what choice they made. Who believes that investigation 
would be denied if Hayes and Wheeler had received a majority in 
Florida? Nobody is simple enough to indulge such a thought for a 
moment. The republicans themselves would throw wide the doors 
and invite the closest scrutiny. , 

No skillful pleadings would be interposed against the demand of 
the country, nor would a great party quiver with the torturing dread 
that some right of the State was in danger. 

This professed devotion to State rights is a new thing with the re- 
publican party, and it comes into strange contrast with the work of 
that party through two committees recently appointed in the other 
wing of this Capitol, one of which is now engaged in investigating 
the elections In my own State running back for several years. A 
nartvy that has habitually treated the rights of the States as a 
mo kery, a thing to be trampled upon at pleasure, can hardly expect 
sensible people to believe in the sincerity of this sudden conversion. 
It isa stretch of audacity beyond the compass of any other than re- 
publican genius to preach the doctrine of State rights while the bayo- 
net is still at the breast of South Carolina and the minionsof Federal 
power still run a wild riot amid the ruins of Louisiana. 

No, sir; it is a bald pretense, made for the purpose of covering the 
infamous deeds by which the rights of two States have been over- 
thrown, and, sad to say, it promises to succeed through the judgment 
of this commission. It seems almost incredible that events now 
transpiring can be real. Such things could not happen if the public 
sensibilities had not been blunted by the repeated abuses of repub- 
lican administration. The picture that forces itself upon every 
man’s mind is indeed a startling one. Four men profess to speak the 
authorized voice of a State, while the State herself stands by deny- 
ing their right and begging simply to show the facts as they hap- 
pened. The State begs to make it known that these four are not her 
chosen agents, that their oflice is usurped and their certificate a lie, 
while the majority of the commission, echoing the voice of the repub- 
lican party, answer: O, no; we will not allow you to make such 
roof, beeause to do so would infringe your rights as a State. 

And thus, Mr. Speaker, the end is rapidly,approaching. In all prob- 

ity the people will very soon see aman inaugurated President 

m they did not elect, whose title to a position which has been 
justly esteemed the proudest on earth will have no warrant except 
n the frauds of the returning boards in Florida and Louisiana. 

Although events are swiftly passing they leave their traces deep in 
the popular mind, and it will be out of the power of the now expected 
ad uinistration to clear its skirts before a people 80 W rouged or to 
suppress the loathing that must attend its every step. 

Che American people have been in the habit of choosing their Chief 
Magistrates, not of having it done or suffering it done by a few 

ppets of chance, whose highest claim to notice is their fitness for 

me. But we are in the midst of a change, and that sovereign 
power which was thought to be “inherent” in the people seems to 
have been surrendered. It is true a great struggle has been made, 
ind the people, knowing that they had expressed their choice by a 
popular majority of a quarter of a million, and by a million majority 
of the laboring, tax-paying, burden-bearing white men of the land, 
thought they had named their President ; but it seems that they were 
mistaken. A few creatures in two States, lurking for atime and 
perfecting their schemes in the thick shades of corruption, have come 
boldly forward and declared their own choice, and thus far the judg- 
t of the commission is all that they could ask. 


went 


It need not be feared, Mr. Speaker, that revolution or disturbance | 


will follow this usurpation. Weof the South have grown accustomed 
to wrong, and the great democratic party of the North and West will 
see the fruits of honest victory robbed from their grasp at the be- 
hests of villainy as black as the slime of perdition, but they will do 
no violence. Let me say that I have no words of vituperation for 
the members of the commission, whose judgment has so signally for- 
tified the returning boards of Florida and Louisiana. I do not im- 
pung their motives. But I do say that their action is not what the 
people es nor what they had aright to expect. The people 
sought to know which candidate was fairly elected, and the situation 


was such that nothing less than a full disclosure from two disputed 


States could give them satisfactory information. This information 
18 put out of reach by the decision of the commission, and the return- 
ing boards have triumphed. 

The demoralization that flows from the mistaken judgment of a 
tribunal from whose utterance the people expected a grand and final 
rebuke to crime must necessarily be serious. Already men here and 
there are despairing of the perpetuity of republican government. 
Che present party, miscalled republican, may delight in the result 
foreshadowed, and they may revel under an administration dictated 
and established by a few men in Florida and Louisiana, but they who 
now cheat the people will reap the inevitable whirlwind of that peo- 
ple’s condemnation. 

As to the few creatures in these two States, whose ready instrn- 
mentality has brought this dark shadow across the face of a fair land, 
but little need be said. They have courted a place in history, and 
they have it; they have sought the pillory, and there they stand, 
conspicuous objects for the “slow, unmoving finger of scorn;” and 
when their faces and forms are forgotten, the memory of their deeds 


will continne to live in the contempt and detestation of every honest 
American citizen. 


jecting the policy of reconstruction, and in spurning 


The Recent 


Election in Louisiana, 


PEECIL OF ION. CHARLES H. JOYCE, 


OF VI 


RMONT, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 9, 1877, 


On the report of the select committee to i 


Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, the situation of political affairs in the 
State of Louisiana has been a prominent subject of solicitude and in« 
terest, and the unsettled ion of her people has engaged the 
earnest and anxious attention of the best men of the whole country 
for many years, but never so much so perhaps as at the present mo- 
ment, when her electoral vote may decide the question of the presi- 
dential succession and determine the policy of the Government for 
the next four years. 

The work of investigating the policy and conduct of the democracy 
in that unfortunate State, ‘ their ways that are dark and their tricks 
that are vain,” commenced soon after the close of the war, and has 
continued, with but slight intermissions, down to the present time. 

Reams of testimony have been taken by congressional committees, 
setting forth all the acts of barbarism and horrid crimes committed 
by the Knights of the White Camelia, the White League, the Ku Klux 
Klans, and the Regulators, and volumes of reports written condemn 
ing their atrocious cruelties and calling upon the Government to sup- 
press them by force, and render succor to those it had solemnly prom- 
ised to protect. Yet, notwithstanding all this, the demon of murder, 
violence, and intimidation has received no apparent check, but, on 
the contrary, has rather seemed to increase in strength and grow and 
fatten upon the blood and tears its own crimes have furnished, until, 
in the last political campaign, it broke in savage rage over all bounds 
of law, order, and common humanity, and reached the sublime 
climax of refined cruelty and barbarism. 

The esentcheon of that unhappy State is tarnished with dark and 
bloody spots which dim the luster of her fame and cast a shade of sor- 
row and darkness over her whole history. For years she has beeu 
cursed with a class of vicious and desperate men, who have kept 
society in a feverish and choleric state, filled the land with crime and 
violence, set at defiance the regul rly coustituted authorities of the 


government, and rendered life, liberty, and property unsafe and in 


ivestigate the recent election in Louisiana 


condit 


secure, 

New Orleans, the hot-bed of treason, licent 
heart of Louisiana from which issues forth, at every pul 
which corrupt and poison the whole body-politic. It 
is now, to Louisiana what Paris is 
the fountain-head of mand revolution and a city of 
refuge for every criminal and vagabond. 

When the war closed bus s was prostrate, trade had vanished, 
and society was completely disorganized. Her plantations and cot 
ton-ficlds were laid waste, her levees deserted, and desolation re igned 
throughout all her borders. 

By the wisdom and clemency of the ublican 
mous system of reconstruction was adopted 


ousness, and erime, is the 
sition, streams 
and 
is been, to France 


has bec n, 


and always 
every 


sediti 


party a magnani- 
and inagurated, which 
if it had been honestly accepted and carried out by the people of the 
South would have accomplished the most beneticial results. But the 
people of Louisiana were among the first and most determined in re 
and resisting 


every otter of peace and reconciliation from the General Government. 
This opposition in the presidential campaign of L363 took the shape 
of a secret and armed political society known as the Knights of the 
White Camelia. This socicty ly of white democrats, 
thoroughly organized, with oaths, ritual, and constitution, had its 
branches in almost every parish in the State, and was the means of 
creating a wide-spread and intense feeling of alarm and t 
only among colored, but among white republicans also. 
Men of all professions, trades, and avocations bound themselves in 
resolutions and clubs to proscribe, in business and employment, every 
man who dared to vote against the democratic party, and the demo 
cratic newspapers of the State sustained them, and in n 


, COMPOse dentit 


rror not 


ny cases ad 
vocated violence and bloodshed, if necessary, to accomplish their pur- 
OSE, 

As the frnit of the inauguration and advocacy of this “shot-gun 
policy,” during the politic al canvass of 1868, “ from Se ptember until 
November, five horrible massacres of colored people were perpetrated 
by the democrats. On the 25th of September, 156s, in the parish of 
Saint Landry, a massacre occurred of colored people, which lasted 
from three to six days, and during which from two hundred to three 
hundred people were killed; between the 20th and 30th of September, 
& similar massacre occurred in the parish of Bossier, which lasted 
from three to four days, during which over two hundred colored peo 
ple were killed; in the parish of Caddo, in the month of Octoberg 
over forty colored people were killed; in the parish of Jefferson, in 
the month of October, forty persons were killed and vounded; in the 
parish of Saint Bernard, in the month of October, another horrible 
massacre occurred, which lasted for three days, during which over 
one hundred people were killed and wounded; in the parish of Or- 
leans, in the months of September and October, two attacks wera 
made upon republican processi: | 


, during which about sixty persons 
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Ilere we l the plan upon whicl 
upon the part of the democrats 
sachems of the party at New Orleans, at 


have the means of carrying t! 


gy tie 
low thoroughly and completely t! dia 
it by the democracy of Louisiana, | ils, from 
mencement of the une qual contest down to its disgraceful 
he7th of November, we shall soon learn from the testimony 
minittee, toa small part of which I will call the atte: 
House and the country before I get through. 
But before I take up that part of my subject I desire 
tion to some of the legal points involved in this investig: 
iat this House and the country may understand precisely the 
we occupy, and why we claim that the conclusions and jud y 
the State returning board are conclusive upon the question of 


\ 


NT 
‘ 
I 


lowin pointment of presidential electors. 
rd blood at Colt Is73,t siale iu tk i sbatta,and With the wisdom o1 policy of the law which created this rety 
the riots in New Orleans, b { great nunmil f ides and | board, and under which they acted, we have nothing to do, If 
assassinations con tted { f th ; Whereby more | not in contlict with any of the provisions of the Constitution of 
than ten thousa I e been mu re sin 106 for no other United States or of the State of Louisiana, its expediency isaqu 
known reason that v) vel repu s and dared to vote tion for the people of that State to determine; the sam ‘power t 


that ticket. created it can repeal it, and we have no doubt that when th 


} 


from the oth fied electors of that State become convinced that it has outliv 
y and beyond | days of its usefulness they will thank God for the good it has 
that the repub and Wipe it from the statute-book. But while it is in force 
violently suppressed, | the constitutional sanction of the supreme court of that State 
lled to vote the demo- | be executed, and we are all bound by its provisions, however 
we may deem them to be or however much they may conti 
hen we find that these | our ideas of the way to arrive at an honest determination of a ¢ 
010 in 1870, of 36,666 in | and important question. 
vas no preconcertedand | When the Legislature of Louisiana met in 1869, the s 
the colored people by | murder and violence which had transpired in 1868 were fr 
but they were left | memories. The men who composed that Legislature knew 


ilt I choice, r . . : . 
rhe first essential element of an election is freedom of choice 


voted is not the vote, nor is the ticket in the ballot-box the vot 
man, when left free | stitutes the ticket in the ballot-box a vote is the act of the 

an ticket. t box, at the lawfully appointed time, before the lawfully appo 
at purpo and of his own free will and choice; and that force and 


o otten sworn to by 


ticket; they may compel | election render such election to all intents and purposes null and voi 


Vand they They knew also that ‘secret: political and semi-military a 

ff, the | tions, violent political feeling, and the absence of all the us 
straints of law and social order” had revolutionized “ by w 
violence whole parishes and made the elections held there 
mocke ry and farce,” lac king every requisite of a fair and hoi 
tion. 

The facts as to democratic violence and intimidation in the pr 
election and its effect upon the colored voters in the State stooc 
undisputed, and the only problem to be solved was how the d 
could be remedied and where the authority could be safely 
stitutionally lodged to “ascertain this nullity before the ret 
| duly made and declared.” 

The result of all the deliberations and discussions on thi 
in the light of the facts I have stated, was the laws now i) 
that State, and under and by virtue of which the retut 
canvassed and counted the vote of Louisiana for presidential « 
in the late election. 


the greedy democrats | 


the democracy, 
fifteen parishes 
ivote of 12,555, 
«¢ fifteen parishes, 
hooting, hanging, and whipping 
Lande dLon during the canvass, 
tat the November election. 
Louisiana on the part of the demo 
party Was ly cond by men who knew well the character 





W hen it was notorious that in 1268 whole parishes in Louisiana had 
revolutionized by wholesale and reckless violence, and the elections 
or Consc1entious seri ‘ nst resorting to any means or measures | were mere mockeries, lacking in every essential attribute of an elect 
vhich proffered | 3 ope or promise of success. These men o called, was it not wise to devise sone remedy for a state of thing 
; | directly at the root of free institutions, nullified the will of the ma 
the prize of political success to the men of the party who cared lea 
ness of life and who forced their way to power by the rope, the whip, a 


the people w vii »y had to deal, and who had no hesitation 


of the various secret political socie- 

illed into requisition to any consider 

e 1868, yet that they were all as : , 

thorong! inizes li é irmed. under the new name} The provisions of the law bearing especially upon the matt 
oft White Le 0 ws the vel 1 tl isgraceful canvass, and only now considering are as follows: 


awaited the orders « i ll them forth from their dens | | Sec.2. Be it further enacted, dc., That five persons, to be elected b 
from all political parties, shall be the returning otlicers for all election 
a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum and have power to make t 
} of all election. In case of any vacancy, by death, resignation, or 
from their headquarter r\ Sta lemocratic central committee, | either of the board. then the vacancy shall be filled by the residue of t 
in which they sav: | returning officers. The returning officers shall, after each election, bef 
7 upon their duties, take and subscribe to the following oath before a judg 
forebodings | supreme or any district court 


ind set them at and bloody work, Accordingly, at the 
very threshold of the ca mile ( fidential cirenlar” was issued 


of I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and dil 
nd | form the duties of a returning oflicer, as prescribed by law; that Iw 
ito a | and honestly canvass and compile the statements of the votes, and mak 
s reason correct return of the election: so help me God 
Within ten days after the closing of the election said returning officers 
parish, of | in New Orleans to canvass and compile the statements of votes made 
nient a central | missioners of election, and make returns of the election to the secretary 
t 1 should form at their Chey shall continue im session until such returns have been compiled. 1 
several places ! y 1 thee ‘ k to the central rendez- | siding officer shall at such meeting open in the presence of the said returt 
vous. Such meeti t t rmo s being an occasion | cers the statements of the commissioners of election, and the said return 
for amusement ar cerenn . row ing this character would | shall, from said statements, canvass and compile the returns of the elect 
impress the nec 4 ‘ ‘ i ‘ trenet hey have been taught | cate; one copy of such returns they shall file in the office of the secret 
that they I mvinee them of their | and of one copy they shall make public proclamation by printin 
error journal and such other newspapers as they may deem proper, declari 
We recommend t t of the etior } iling-place, there shall be | of all persons and oflicers voted for, the number of votes for each pers 
repar t een timidation and no dis names of the persons who have been duly and lawfully elected. The r 
rban< tof ‘ t the me 1 itive party to prevent elections thus made and promulgated shall be prima facie evidenc: 
one from voting « e, color, « ous condition of servitude justice and before all civil oflicers, until set aside after a contest act 
ts, made subsequently thereto, should | of the right of any person named therein to hold and exercise the o 
shall by such return be declared elected. The governor shall, w 
opposite party several thereafter, issue commissions to all oflicers thus declared elected, w 
lings, and espe ly of | by law to be commissioned. 
ny appeal made to the Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, d@c., That in such canvass and co 
returning oflicers shall observe the following order They shall cor 
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: ts from all polls or voting-places at which there shall have been a fair, | to canvass the returns. ers r ¢ ’ pass up 
si _ segintration ame cheotson Vhenever, from any poll o1 > | the votes, and dec! tlic 
shall be received the statement of any supervisor of registz or one ; ; ‘ 
r of election, in form as required by section 26 of this act, on : vit Phe question as } at the Lor t 
re citizens, of any riot, tumult, acts of violence, inti n 1} a legal controversy on issues of ul 
ibery, or corrupt influences hich prevented, or tended to prevent : 
d peaceable vote of all qualitied elec ors ©! led to vot 8 Dp } Phe leading 
place, such returning officers shall not canvass, count, or compile ‘ . }» / 
if votes from such iD hae voting pine intil the statements from ther and req - 
x-places shall have been canvassed and compiled Phe ret } } at 1+] : . ‘ f rh 
en proceed to investigate the statements of riot, tumult, acts of vio rhe board held Sane y of Kew 
intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or corrupt influences at any such | Orleans, and extended a spe { ent gentlemen of 
place; and if from the evidence of such statement they s Lb n both political parties to @ cr to ¢ imine the 
that such riot, tumults. acts of violence, intimidation dist ‘ papers and returns anid see that eve t vA rly l lerally 
or corrupt i 1ences did not materially interfere wit! I i ind fr ‘ : I ane ; = as a all 
ection at snch poll or voting-place, or did not prevent a sullicient ee ee ene : . : : ’ » permit 
ified voters thereat from registering : it \ steno pile reporte ( t t Ca ‘ I ent and 
the election, then, and not otherw ro ‘ It i make iull repo 0 i ‘ l 
the vote of such poll or votin 1 é ca naa , | } 
od: bat if said returning officers 6 satisfied aad Chose x : E ; 
eir duty to examine further testimony in reg L the o,and tot i | ( led 
| have power to send for persons and papers. If, after suc x 
eturning officers shall be convinced that said riot, trumult, acts of ) ‘ 
I ed disturbance, bribery, or corrupt inilucnces didimate t t 
th the purity and freedom of the election at such poll or voting-7 e,ordid | y t i I report 
i, suflicient number of the qualitied electors thereat from re t and ’ t ! r gre i 
materially change the result of the election, then the said ret ‘ S i I ‘ \ t 4 
ill not canvass or compile the statement of the tes of ch pell or Were ¢ ) f ] 
‘ it from their theirreturns : Provided, That any pet ered t ‘ ‘ f 
ion by reasou of being a candidate for o ‘ ll be allows L \ 51 ‘ t t t 
aid returning officers upon making application within the time t eti 1 t ‘ ‘ vith 
he forwarding of the returns of said election. oO t t 
S t further enacted, dc., That in any parish, precinct, ward, city, or n ya i 
I during the time of registration, or revision of regist on, or on \ 
eclectic ere shall be any riot, tumult, acts of violenc int da i yoard ita re l 
ce, bribery, or corrupt intluences at any place within said parish, orat or | e sen { | ‘ 
y poll or voting-place or place of registrati revision of registrati | ' ) 
t, tumult tsof violence, intimidation and sturbance, bribery, o1 ‘ a 
esshall prevent or tend to prevent a fair, free, peaceable, and full vo t i 
Lelectors of said parish, precinct, ward, city, or town, 1! be ‘ 
omunissioners of clection, 1f such riot, tumult, acts of vie ra lar y 
nd disturbance, bribery, or corrupt influences occur on the day of e1 i | 
supervision of registration of the parish, if th occur d y Oo} 
ition or revision of registration, to make in duplicate and ur roa I 
utement of all the facts relating thereto, and of t etleet pro- | to 
h riot, tumult, acts of violence, intimidation and disturbance, brib I co ‘ I 
t influences in preventing a fair, free, peaceable, and full reg i 10 charge of their duties « 
: 1 of the numberof quali fic lincharedilerealinr enc ots, t It 8 
ce, intimidation and disturbance, bribery, or corrupt intiuences from re | Thus, after along t ‘ ‘ Cal the ret counting the 
vor voting, which statement shall also be corroborated under oath by three votes, receivil evide , tne 1 sof CO ipon both 
t nal tor ha ; ‘ y t + 2 
ci zens, qualified electors of the parish. Whe isuch staten amac sides and for all parties a ar ¢ at 4 ron ind caref 
oner of eleclion or a supervisor of registration he shall forward it in : aa ; ‘ e 4 s 
to the supervisor of registration of the parish, if in the city of New | deliberation, the board fo bl I f e le votes cast fo 
to the seeretary of state, one copy of which, if made to the s rvisor of | the electoral ticket of Ha unncd VV ne I na ane tf e ler ed 
shall be forwarded by him to the returning ofticers pro ed for in them elected, and the er cert ( ere fur 
2 of this act, When he inakes the returns of election in his parish. nished them by the Or r af State in aceorda e with the 
It is said that— provisions of the law a the Co 1 
I lways reflect the condition of the society for which they are ma u | sir, Le ithatt } ‘ ot t re I r board under the 
rthe prevention and put unent of crime necessa it vy the « e}] judi ul cle ] Lin \ eturns of 
rine; and thus the special features of the Loui statutes to preve | votes and declaring the re 3 it least « i that they 
lish intimidation and violence at elections are the most conclusive evict e | ‘a } 3 1 , ; 
e ‘ of the evil sought to b cor cted are @& twoarad co sft 1 «| \ l , 1 «atl IS Wh 
lature of Louisiana, knowing all the fearful facts, did devise a remedy, | Sues Of fact; that in the «le I tion of these questi thie ( 
| wellin so doing | ereise their judgments ma « on: that the Line pre tpt 4 
lation is to be defended, because it is in strict conformity tothe theory | o) = eee } n favor of the re { d correctnes f their de 
t ul according tothe rules of the common law of liberty lear ey ee ee ee egiee : . : ; ; 
! in England and America agree that violence and force used at | cisions that are made in favor of the findings of a cot 5 and t t 
m to atlect the result render such election null and void | their judgment upon this questio Efact to Ww her votes shall by 
s sonthat great principle, the Legislature said, in substanee, to the lent | counted orexcluded nuder se Sof t tof 1%7 f Lia « 
t p.. yon re terror and int ition, t pair clusive and from wl] \ uy } 
rel on, you shall not reap the fruits of your wro it > at , i : 3 bone} 
wil thus tainted with crime shall go for naught.” In all the States of \ , t eis a tribunal 
, ; ’ of tinal adjudication ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ lt of all 
Under the provisions of this act and the general laws regalating the | Qjeetions. and ate 9 ‘ te 1 € absolute 
egistration of voters and the holding of elections, after a tel and | necessity in the very 1 tril ul, by wha 
t canvass on the part of the democratic party and the thorough | aver name it may be denominated i State tribunal. Its powers 
dation of a large proportion of the Republican voters, the farce | varv in different Stat . n e de n of the situation 
f an eleetion was gone through with on the 7th of November, the | ind the provisions ¢ ‘ but all of them 
s nd result of which can be best described in the language of | have power to examine 1 il cause to throw out 
one who was upon the ground, a careful and anxious observer of all | the original returns 
that transpired. He says: =e nr : . 
: : In all the States of t a t f final adjn 
I will simply add that the question with regard to certain pe this State | dic ‘ ( ind, in fact 
known as the bull-dezed parishes, is not whether their 3 ted t | 8 ‘ ) or th 
inted in; it is whether the tickets deposited in the ba s in | a t tr \ ‘ yuna 
es on the day of the election were votes or not votes. I be t t e | Its] ‘ i and 
aid impartial history of the events which have occurred in any one of these the f f t i wer to « 
és should be given, which should include an account of secret or opel umine, to reet 
d tical societies; which uld include a history of th rider Int ry large 
8, aSsassinations, burnin und other acts of out: e and viol ‘ 1 i f 
to political reasons and committed for political object which should 1s f 
: le the evidence of the colored people of those parishes the i j t 
ts made to force them to join democratic clubs and to ve cle “ 4 \ 
ket or to abstain from voting the republican ticket ud ch should also in- | ‘ r the con 
16 atabular statement of the cer s and registration and previous votes of | gtitu ott ’ 
siese parishes, it will appear conclusively to every candid and impartial 1 t | I ‘ tin this ca te, 1 t be p 1 1 to be to 
© occurrences of 1268 have been repeated in these parishes in 1876, ane atin | on ef i the State I i 
‘aw and in fact there was no election at most of the polls in these parishes, and | { tter 
that the ballot-boxes, instead of containing votes, cor n simply the records of an I'o this bear olen n for pr 1 
organized, premeditated, deliberate system of violence and intimidation such | , ol une uD 1 ‘ art of t 1 e 
‘s has no parallel in any other State of the Union, excepting those States where ings at tl ast ¢ ral : 
Terence in population and the political lines drawn between the populations Having thus lawfully be t tt this board had a tto 
are sunilar to those existing here act. these and all other « i ‘ 
ln I a pertori ‘ ‘ a 1 it 
At the close of this pretended election the returns of votes were | 4 rag : dpe ai f ; ‘ I 
made to the returning board by the commissioners of election and | have heard t ‘ Phat 
‘upervisors of registration, the necessary papers were filed protesting | ment ler t fl t : J t 





gainst the counting of the votes from the bull-dozed polls and par- | BO @ppeat oa - 
ishes, all the provisions of the law were substantially complied with, ; 
and the board proceeded in accordance with the terms of the statute | poss 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































w, remodel, or rever 




















t ‘ f Louisiana, or in any way 
‘ ive declared to be eatablished 
t Stats ft I i 
fi 
| 
‘ l \ ‘ ‘ 
‘ of t tes, t ) 
s State and th 
t cal 
i ateaii f . ‘ far-reaching and i 
] | ( D8) t I 
n ‘ 1 pp t tk 
and 1 f ( t i nb any 
I rpreta ‘ al 
The language of the statute is clear and specific. After giving full 
instructions as to how the vote viall doe compiled ind returned to the 
board by the returning oflicers, it says 
Che retarning officer ny «nl t tigate t t nts of riot, tu 
1 it, acts of lene t { ul ‘ rupt renee 
be convinced that t, t wts of vi I nt tion. armed d b 
ance, bribery, or « pt 1 not mate 6 h the purity 
and freedom of t} l na rr voti prt or I reve a 
cient n be bee gy or t to iter y 
shall canva 1 « t ! ‘ tl i 
ously canvassed 1; said returning offic sil nok bn alle ent 
istied thereof ‘ f rt ) urd the ) 
a 1 ! ¢" ‘od t t sl rit ¢ ilt 
sol i i t or corrupt intluences 
did mate tort wid lom of tl lection at such poll or 
voting-place, o1 i t1 ber of t jualitied clectors thereat 
fromt at \ t 1 hange the result of the election, then 
the said ret ’ ' 0 iy tl statement of the votes 
of such rv I i clude i om their returns 
Phis is, Mr. Speaker, a grave and vital question in this investiga- 
tion which of course every man 1 t decide for himself on an in 
pection of the statute under the test of the well-settled rules of con 
titutional and statutory « truction and the intent of its framers 
as indicated by the histor f the times and condition of afiairs when 
it was passe«l In tl view, it seems to me, there can searcely be a 
doubt that the position we take is correct, and is well sustained by 
reason, authority, and prudence, , 
I shall not attempt to defend t iW or the returning board. It 
was “a political necessity w h called them into existenee, devised 
to meet and counteract violence ag t which no ordinary guard 
would «8 1c ind pt | yl »>protect the most inotfensive 
we again t hie \ ‘ I law is founded on the principle 
that I onl ul late protection against violence is to render vio- 
it ce tru ‘ 
This it does as far as prac ily withont counting votes not cast, 
VI tw ot peri mid until a better method be devised it is 
yu fied by nece 
“The act as it stands was passed by the concurrence of all parties, 
and it has been used by all parties. It was signed by Governor War 
moth in order to elect Mr. Greeley, and first used to that end. The 
present members of the board were appointed by the State senate 
is republicans and conservatives The democratic member resigned 
t the instance of his party rhe members are two white men, old 
citizens, of more than average substance and capacity ; two free-born 
natives, of very slight admixture of color—scarcely visible—men of 
property and more than average intelligence. The bench as it sat 
ippeared to be not unequal to the ordinary duties of the board, 


though in is crisis we could have wished to see men of the most 


exalted character and capacity in their places. Yet they were there 
where the law placed them, in position which no man envied and 
none desired to assume, They have passed through perils such as 


would have appalled some men, and temptation such as would have 
overcome others They have given judgment as the law required, 
and that judgment, lawfully given, should command the respect of 
all good citizens.” 

I am aware, Mr iker, that the laws of Louisiana require that 
the commissioners of elect and supervisors of registration shall in 
the event of any t not, or intimidation at or near any polling- 
place certify the same under oath to be sent forward with their re- 
turns, and that such aflid the complaint, if I may so 
te 1b. upon which the bo ird proceeds to examine 
and I am also aware, sir, that the same act provides that if 
turning board are not ful 


Sr 
on 
umult, 


ivits constitute 


erm into the facts: 
the re 

/ satisfied on an inspection of such aflida 
vits in regard to the question of the existence of such tumult, riot, 
or intimidation, then “it shall be their duty to examine further testi 
mony in regard there shall have power to send 


to, and to this end they 
for persons and papers.” ; 

It therefore appears by the terms of this act that the board is not 
limited to the testimony of the commissioner and supervisor, but 
when that is unsatisfactory it is made their duty to resort toany other 
competent evidence, and call before them any witnesses which in 
their judgment can enlighten them upon the questions before them 
for consideration 1 

What the people of this country want to know not whether 
there has been a technical omission under the statute on the part of 
the returning | 

ut t] 


and decision. 


o 


18, 


ward, whichis of no possible importance to any body, 


whether cre Was 1n any paris State of 





Louisi 
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ism and intimidation on the part of white democrats toward co] 
voters as to materially change the result ofthe election ; and 

there was sufficient evidence before the returning board to j stif 
the exclusion of the votes which were left out of the count by the 

If the py ople can be satistied upon these points they will car 
little by whom the evidence was furnished or where it cam: 
provided If Was compet tand true. Upon these points it se rid 
ine, sir, that amere reference to the evidence used before the commit 
tee, and published in the report of Senator SHERMAN and othe; 
the President, will satisfy the most incredulous, and convi 
reasonable man that the board were fully justified in excludi 
vote they did from the bull-dozed parishes. 

The next question which arises is as to the power of Congress oy 
the election or appointment of presidential electors, 

Phe resolution under which this investigation originated and hag 
proc eeded directed the committee to investigate the recent electi } 
in Louisiana “and the action of the returning or canvassing board 
in said State in reference thereto, and to report all the facts essent 
to an honest return of the votes received by the electors of the said 
State for President and Vice-President of the United States, a 








‘ 





a fair understanding thereof by the people, and whether the elect 
oral vote of said State should be counted.” 

The Constitution of the United States provides in section 1, art 
2, that ‘‘each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislat 
thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole 1 eT 
of Senators and Re presentatives to which the State may be e1 ed 





in the Congress.’ 
The act of Congress of January, 1845, provides that each State may 
by law provide for the filling of any vacancies which may oceu 


I 
} 


its college of electors when such college meets to give its electora 
Vote, 


Ry the statute of Louisiana presidential electors are elected on a general t t 
in the same manner asthe other State officers, the votes for whom are « gs 
andthe result declared by the returning board under the same regula 4 
which [have before referred. Thus it will appear conclusively that Le 
under the power conferred by the Constitution on the States, has as 


diction over the mode and manner of electing presidential electors, and has 
Leyislature declared 


Kirst. That such electors shall be appointed by election. 
Second. That such elections shall be part of the general elections of the St 


and shall be held and conducted in the manner and form provided 
eral State elections 
Phird. That the board of 


D awit 


r officers shall be the retur 





elections in the State, and ha power to make returns for all ¢ 

Fourth. That such returt 0 ule by them and promulgated sl ] t 
Sacie evidence until set aside by judgment of a court on a trial of the right of « 
person by them declared to be ected to ollice. 


And this law has received the coustruction and the approval of t 
court of the Stats 

In the 
preme court, 

“The return 


Collin Knoblock, Louisiana Annual Reports, page 2 
laliaferro, J., delivering the opinion, say: 
D gal State board, and officially promulgated by tl 


case of 





ade by 








} 
Ait 


as the general returning officers for the State at largo, constitute tl ‘ 
which the governor is authorized to issue commissions. These re 
statute of 16th March, 1870, are made prima facie evidence in all co 


and before all civil officers until set aside after a contest according to law 
right of any person named therein to hold and exercise the oflice to which hall 
by such return be declared elected 


ce 















Again in the same case the court say: 

“The act of 1870, No. 100 iupproved March 16, 1870, is the general law under ) 
the elections held at the general election in November, 1872, were 
which control as to the formalities of revising d compili I 
every part of the St ithe making and promulgating the fi report 


Again, in the same vol 


ume of the reports, in the case of Bonner vs. L 
267, the supreme court sa 
But it is said that the returns are only prima facie proof of the result of an 
election. That is truc rhe question, however, as to the election of oft siso 








political question, and courts of justice have jurisdiction over them only 
the political department may have anthorized them to exercise jurisdicti 
there were no statute authorizing the trial of contested-clection cases bet 
they would be without authority to do s0.—13 Annual, 90 

“ No statute conferring upon the courts the powe rtotry casesof contesté 
or title to oftice authorizes them to revise the action of the returning board. If 
were to assum iat prerogati ild have to go still further, and rovis 


Lad 





e, we shot 




















returns of the supervisors of elections, oxamine the right of voters to vote, 4 ' 
short. the courts would become in regard to such cases mere offices for count 
reporting, and compiling election returns. * * * Hlaving no pow 0 re 
the board of returning officers, we have nothing to do with the reasons oF 
upon which they arrived at their con ns.” 
ther case in the same volume of reports the court decides that the act of 
98, does not de e board of returning ofticers by its repealing clause 
ly modifies the form of appointment. (State ex rel. Attorney-Genera 


I s Wand 11.) 
hest tribunal know 








ig n to the constitution of Louisiana, a tribur “ 
decis son State law must be followed by the Supreme Court of the ted St 
! thus atlirmed and sustained the powers and rights of the returning board, bas 
ned the right of the Legislature to create it and invest it with its powers, and 
ained its action 








Ihe control of the State of Louisiana over the subject under the Constitution 's 
as exclusive as thatof New York or any other State, and both the acts of het 
islature and the decisions of her courts are as complete in authority as those of 4 
her State 7 
The supreme court of the State denies its power to revise the proceedir 
3on Which they arrived at 


ot 


board or to inquire into the reasons or ground 


clusions, 


Thus, by the provisions of the Constitution, the act of Congress 
the laws of Louisiana, and the judgment of the joint high commiss 
the whole power over the appointment of electors is vested int 


State, and in the case under consideration they were elected in a 
cordance with the laws of Louisiana, their duties were defined }y 
State laws, they acted in strict conformity to the statute, and Con- 
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-ress has no power to go behind their returns or question their judg- 
views I entertain upon this question are so fully and clearly 
ited inthe protest filed by the minority against the jurisdiction of 
mmittee to investigate the matter of the appointment of presi 
tial « and the findings of the State returning board in re 
ition thereto, that I shall venture to refer to it at some length. In 
it protest it is said : 


ectors, 


It appears by the provisions of the Constitution of the United States 
wae of creating the electoral college was to provide a body wholly w 

‘rol of the States and wholly without the control of the Pederal a 
rm. It seems evident thatit was not the purpose of the framers ot 

bmit the choice of the President and Vice-Pre 
to what we bow understand by an election 

of men were to be 
e of choice upon their own personal 


lent to a poj 


selected by appointment,” who s 
as to be 


ais ¢ 


‘appointed under the Constitution and where 
( rutiny into their election in States where that mode of 
opted 


ors to be is vested 


appoint 


is the Constitution is specific and clear: ' Each State shall 


manner as the Leyislatur« law direct 

jer power Can “y pout. 

the State ? 1y adopt any mode of appointment that it chooses to sel 

ver of the rislature as to the mode is absolutely wi 
nis thi ‘the y shall not hold any office under the United States 
ld seem that the most sedulous care had been taken to atlirm in this par 
s¢ the doctrine of State rights and an inspection of the debates will show 


riven at the time. 


may by 


hout limit. The only 


particular case before us the State of Louisis ina has thought proper t 
ta popular election as the modo of appointing electors, and this is an exercis 
tutional power clearly within their competency, and in conformity 
ftof public opinion. 
of pre sidential electors occurs under the law at the same time 
and by the law the names of all persons voted for for all 
gle ballot All are 
d and ascertained by the 
» whole 
sioning of the 
ulministered by 
1 we are correct in this view, that the whole tenor and meaning of the 
i mpli os a deliberate and purposed surrender of the elec toral question se 
is relates to their appointment to the States ; if we aro further correct in our 
that where the ani of appointment is by popular clection the scrutiny and 
ermination of such election is under the control of the States, and that such 
and tinal determination has in fact been had in pursuance of the hy of 
na, and that no fair intendment of the Constitution of the Unites 
to the Congress the right to open that judgment or set aside that verdic 
l seem very clear that there is nothing before this committee on which it has 
to act. 


with 


elections 
ved by the si 
lared by the same 


publication of the result 


governed by the same law, rece 
tribunals, de« 
uistration to the 


same 
process, from re 


candidates declared elected, is entirely 


comm 


tates 


Having now, as I believe, disposed of all the legal propositions 
rising in this investigation, I might, with great propriety and con 
dence, stop here and rest my case upon the conclusive authorities 

ch have been presented. But as testimony was taken notwith 
unding the protest, I propose now to ex: umine the evidence submit- 

» the committee with a view of ascertaining whether, in the late 

political canvass in Louisiana, such a system of violence and intimi- 
lation of colored men was carried on by white democrats as to ma 
terially change the result of the election in that State, and justify 
the State returning board in excluding from their count thes aid sev 
eral — in said parishes, and also whe ther the electoral vote of said 
Siate should be counted tor Hayes and Wheeler. 

I shoul L be glad, Mr. Speaker, if I had time, and the House had the 
ine and patience, to refer briefly to a large part of the testimony, 

it only ‘that take n by the committee but also that used before the 
returning board, but it is not possible to do so, and I am compelled 

) restric t myself to the testimony of a few among the large num 
ber of witnesses from each of the parishes allotted to the subcommit- 
tee of which I was a member for investigation. 

Let us hear now what these men say : 


ALEXANDER 8STEPUENS GILBERT. 


Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. In the parish of East Baton Rouge 
Q. How long have you hved there # 
A. Ih ave lived there since 1470. 
Q. What part of Baton Rouge Parish do you live in? 
A. I live about three miles and a half from the city of Baton Rouge 
rod, or Clinton road. 
i State whether there were any armed organizations of democrats in 
There was an armed body, or armed bodies of men, 
vulators, 
“Ga iow many companies were there that you knew of 9 
I do not know of any particular company ; I have seen them in larg: 
on the public road. : 
» What were they doing when you saw them? 
A I have seen them riding on th: public roads sometimes with thetr , 
often I saw them out at night on the public road in large bodies. 
9 What was their conduct at night # 
They were visiting colored peoplo’s houses or cabins there and giving 
or ae 
Q. What were the politics of those bull-dozers ? 
LThey were democrats. 
What were your politics? 
I was a republican. 
- State whether they ever visited your house 
Yes. 
When? 
They visited my house on the night of the 
ten o1 half after ten o'clock. 


on the 


your P ari 
known as bull-cde 


uns 


5th day of September last, about 


t iv judgment, for these high ofli 4 
t t an intermediate and independent body 
rh is evident from the whole scope of the articles relating to electors, and 
st necessarily implied in the title of the oflice—tor they were to be elect 
to be an clector means to have freedom of choice 
tut the most important inquiry bearing upon the present subject is, how 
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Q. Which ward do you liv 
A. The first ward. 
Q. You may state what y 
that parish before the last e! 
A. Prior to the last electior 
ish of East Baton Rouge to go 
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white men whe 
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to be made public by a cor 
Question Where do your 
Answer. In the parish of 1} 
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A. I have lived there all r 
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I am thirty-six years old. 
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ation of any republican clubs therein. T have heard thi ter ‘ 8 dua ; 
essed by many prominent democrats, notable among whom was Ex-G 2 
Cc, Wicklitfe ‘ Lat 
' nformation received, and as matters of general and public notoriet I . 
hat the parish was patrolled at intervals du t hs ] i 
i by bands of armed white men, a y { i rs throu " ‘ xde and 
| who b el aw le t ‘ i ch i to mnt \ ‘ | 






nv 







par 






































i is been an organized band o . mn i vd 
regulators, who patrolled the entire, and, by threa p ‘ i nau now, a thie ) ( of S lke liteh 
houses, have intimidate colored , to ‘ t us t \ elect 
hardilhood to openly dec! eINse ‘ repu l «© pa 3 B i ot ‘ 
d ik of what L know \bout a yeara about the f Oct iI ‘ ine ‘ e Tee \ 
about three hundred regulators la it 1 i 1 ‘ eal I 
o I was notified came to dem dmyt nation as I ly About L t th 
ck ITshut my store and went tothe residence o \ ’ 0 ft { | I V i f 
‘ d they broke into my store, gutted it, and left with a l dom in ac ; t tt i I pro themsel ve pub ans 
of mine, a resi@nation to th overnor ol my « ror f I 1 left nha very few «dared lo \ tn tik hil ul ve many, were 
it unles L resigned 1t by ¢ next day four o'clo ‘ ito 1 ‘ and « of 
I sent them aret nel t ut r the « ot N ( Ll i | ‘ ) iving attended 
ed for three months. [then returned, and ter wd it re arked that the epubhean meet I dis t from the emp und driven 





n Horm 












t} 


6 . : 
ist before as ‘ toad 
tthe Ist of May last, is; rbout filiy ors vy armed democrats rushed into Star coLored THe! 1 ‘ i the re 
















































house where I was holding court, and the republican members of the po p in ticket ohn » V¥, Was «disc Tet®. Hamil 
y we summoned and commanded to resign at once on pain of death, which | ™& one man Dy LT. WooUs; ¢ U.b , , Her some 
| There has been several murders within the last three me one of who t been warner * . ‘ 
Isaac Mitchell, a prominent republican, but who was an inotte un 
ld no oflicial position, who owned his own farm and wor Lit, and who 
to his own business but who refused op I to j 1 the democratic clu La twel ve! ears I the ' ’ f W t Fel 
iked colored men who did so. Tie was taken out of bis bed about four | Cla. 1 was bo iy ‘ ’ fe, ex 
t night and beat over the head with clubs in the presence of his f ce} y irom August, Is t I . lier in 
ep. and when nearly dead and stunned was shot and left lvine dead in his I eral 4 lam 
\ John Russell, another coloved republican, whe | lL no official position [know of se ( { ‘ hood preced 
own farm, hal an excellent reputation, b i rstanech i +] © elect ; ; 
sto be induced to join a democratic club—t i i ‘ ’ KIM o a nl il it 
4 i i middle of the night and broke open his door W her f Mareh ¢ a i nom 
ig he jamped into an empty pork barrel to hid where he was riddled I wor } n i Lo pe eust CALLS 
; ts and left to his wife and children A colored boy, Hurd, who refused | thereto if from hora ta 4 i ul Hunt the 
t 1 mocratic club, was whipped nearly to death, then turned off and run ont | C@lses waitenh \ 4 ine ! | own tl 
I. Hunt Anoth and various others have been whipned and run to the 1 ) of ancl ‘ t t to je ' 
ra lhese and similar acts of intimidation have struck terror to the hearts of | Gemocratic club or vot fies ae ticket Phe ettect of N nn N 
ed men of Feliciana, and because they valued the lives of their wives, | 1! ten the es t vote! t vard and «ce ! in 1 
their own, that they have voted the democratic t t, not, as ma ncluos ’ 
1 to me, because they wished to do so, but because they had no other |} I in night, Ne er nt ind 














w. Dd 
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vears of age and have resided for the last 



























































































































e other 7 LJ Ben. ¢ ¢ Dich 
West Feliciana, Louisiana. IL have beeu en ne at : ord : dd Alt } i ' i 4 hie 4 hten 
1 year as reporter on the New Orleans Times n I 1 U mi) wndl tintin ; PR OE ‘ ill thee aie saa 
when I became a candidate for office | Phe a eal % inal 7 sdaillw threatened . 
I § Cal ite for the oflice of sheriff on the republican ticket in the parish of ited ee I = 1 and ; , j ; 
Nest Feliciana. ard ; 1, | J. Barrow, democratic ear f, that if I voted the republican tl 
I was raised in West Feliciana, and am well acquainted with the people of a calcd senk tna nneaseintthadt <3 ‘ Hil ' i we nd 
s. On the day of the lasiel ion L was present at the fo ‘ ly sn a cle Hi. C. Lopez thre I it, if L voted o ther republican 
there that day is peaceable, as I have already stated at the ree et tha senablican ticket. 1 i ade > he killed 
tic committee of the paris On the Sunday night previous to the ele . I was a i Se r of « , ( ; " F h ; 
e Sth of November, 876, armed bodies of whit« crats rode about t I sa awe = { ai ; . ara cae 
rm y all of the plantations in the fourth war Lhey were repo ito | : othe ae ; ¥ f ot hten 
severely whipped a ¢ rel man in the next place to my house ; and t con : j ‘ 
t generally was such as to terrify all the colored people in the me worhood, | 4 sit gpseps = : ' Meas 
S ; : I : Iam well acquainted i ‘ id J olored 
led many of them to vote the democratic ticket against t vist ‘ent s and, from int . ; . 7 ; nes » I know them 
And the general reign of terror prevailing thi shout the whole parish of West aa 13 tn he ren ’ bin I aaa v of more than 
I ina for two or three months pre ious to the election, brought about by the ‘ ed de a at 1 and color 
lovers, operated and continued in force up to and during the day of elec 1 | I : tat the card . z at oten 
rhe colored people of the fourth-ward poll and throughout the parish were im- | and 7 republican vote In 1874 paii, 000) domnnnwathi = anal AO 
ssed by the violent acts of the democratic bull-dozers that it would be ex 0 ; ee 
to vote the republican ticket. While there was on election da 8 of |? re . asa Jor it anf : an ticket at 
* \ iberty of action the conviction of danger was still present with most of el ¥ nail 
repnblican electors, and they voted under a duress as compelling as if they had i : , ? § . . to hat 
irched to the polls by force, and the same duress operated to compel the col- |.) ; : arel of i . Pari 
red r to sign certificates of a fair and free election in the pa i . : ‘ : 
On the day of election a prominent colored republican took charge of some ré i 
an tickets at my request for distribution; after making active efforts to i 1 am twentv-four am Vest I a on was in 
the colored people to receive and vote the ticket, he came back to me and 1 Saint I a hte ea 
] i that it was no use, the colored people wanted to vote that t ‘ +] , , 
afraid. Ata large gathering on the Sunday previous, November 5, at rr i 3 1 a t =" . to 1 
Church, it was unanimously resolved among the colored people to ve ROG? tine * aieall \ ; 
ction day, and I believe they would have done so but for a raid « i Ea Se eto cee aa oe Pap A tae pst on . 
at so territied them that nothing could have induced them to vote the re aad 7 swe d ee en . + : i | I ; 
an ticket. At the same poll a democrat was appointed to keep a list of all | qon't, ; out Ww | t 
the colored voters and how they voted ; and but for this, many of those who voted ir. D | t \ I West, ¢ 3, H 
democratic ticket would have voted the republican ticket The officers of tl Cant re 1 , MI ( I) 
; wratic clubs had repeatedly warned the colored people that o aE ie ‘ Pace : I l 
ted the democratic ticket would get protection from the re lat t a I i 
every man would be watched and marked on the day of election as to | voted a on | et I ' smi 
Such acts as 1 have already stated, and many others cf a violent nature, which o« es } P mail a oe ¢ that . : here ¢ 
red in my parish during the two or three months just preceding the last general | ; ae 4 a d know a 
election, brought about a condition of terror among the colored men, and such acts t ; 7, a : : ; ce Ve'll vet it 
of violence were calculated and did make the colored people vote the democratic a z aon ‘ ; nd ma 
Ucket against their wishes. I am satisfied that had there been a fair election in ial tham on foot tn the t tt lred i{ ds fro 
West Feliciana, the parish would have given a republican majority of at | t : ; ree s ¥ : 
votes 








GEO A. J. 





SWAYZE. 


























[am thirty-one years old; I live in the parish of West Feliciana, where I was | s« of rot a rope I tobert P ) \ I 
born and have always lived: Iam a deputy sheriff of said parish out He then passed to \ , : 
I know that during the year preceding the election the general condition of pub West immediately put i i i 
irs was very unsettled throughout the parish in consequence of i N ir—d, I ! 1 : 
ing themselves together, and or; izing squads or companies, a | a . 
he acts of violence and intimidation ainst the colored opl i 
For re than a year preceding the election, bau irmed men, styled r t Rob ’ 





‘tors and bull-dozers, patrolled the parish at inte: 1 committed acts of in- | to dodg 3. Break 3 { I 
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it soon we would be called upon to resign too. 
ran to hear our police jury cursed andabused for damned t 
vanied with statements tl 
killed through the county by bull a 
sed upon me and filled me with fear of my life and t! 
ily that I resigned my position as police juror 
ntures of the bull-dozers came nearer t 
ine, 1876, a band of bull-dozers came to tl 
John A. Stevenson, on which I have a crop, and took out three color 
Truble Hunter, and Demas Williams, and they stripped then 
After they had whip 
illiams dropped the lk nan 
The bull-dozers immediately fired at him wi 
was a corn-field close by, he got into it and escaped 
then told the two men they had whipped that they must go over to Jolin | 
ib, or what they had got was just a taste of w! 
They say they were gol 
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1 that the colored men of that section must join democratic clubs and vote Robert Wilson, Hugh Conn 
r ‘ocratic ticket if they wanted any protection. I run out of my |! at isited those colored men w 
roach and laid in the bush, and overheard their threats, an - | must attend regularly or they wo 
cock I went over to Mr, Barrow to find out the conditions upor l | afraid to stay away, they nearl 
e , for my life; as one Isaac Michel and Gilbert Cart i | pulsory meet a int cod & 
hood, I feared my time would come soon | cra 1 colors 
i Mr. Barrow what was required of me to insure my t Ile sa | it Mr. Smit ‘ a Yi. 
: eto join bis club, (democratic,) and support the democra re ; . 
». I told him that if these were the best te I could got I } : 
but that I had been a life-long republican | was wid a ¥4 t ! 
to vote the republican ticket. Le id L could no vd fand | 
ers yuild surely call on me as lwas c¢ red asa udler it took a <« i ‘ 
and would have to be suppressed in order that th nocrats t | I 7 t j 
t it they had dete ed should be the re of ‘ acl ; L 
coss of the democratic ticket in my parish. Find ere wi »| ittend t ri ‘ 
' » join his club or to leave the | sh, I jo i ttromt toils yore Ww 
is notitied to attend its meetings, and uso t sped . 8 of | lriven away a ‘ a, 8 
atic party in the pa On the ¢ of « ! ‘ b d np and 
. club at the polls, at T and many othe | 5 i ‘ { ao terre i } 
vote epublican ticket if we had dared to mare! » te th |. 
: deposited a democratic ticket i Wis I ’ ( and | } 
ee el ithat feared to let it be known There + i ’ ‘ |] t to att i i 
nart in voting as I did, but I thought my life would pay the for f I dared 1) 3 ‘ ant foa 
Se A { bands of democrats patrolled the | f ( mo 3. and b a dias ; * 
wl ning, hallooing. and whipping, and so 8 f colored iit itl we! c ¢ » me 
t them insuchastate of suspense and terror that they feared un at obeyed | of meet fear « 
ers in everythir they ordered that their lives I pay the forteit Afliant wa | 
republican majority in the tenth ward, were there a fre fa mid unintin Smith a fe lava bef 
elex on held there, would have been about 190 or 200; but as it was, there | being not vet healed. f 
s choice for a colored man. He must vote the democratic ticket or lea 1 fused to the den atic 
led. After the election, on the sam I was required t memoria him to the polls and ( } 
, hat there was a fair and free and fall clection without any I I | take bim out and hang him A 
yper, but it was done under the samo feelings that caused me to vote that purpose Afliant was 
ticket—a mortal fear that some hari would be committed against | home, leaving at least ten bale 
“ refused, and not because I wanted to sign it ithered and ungathered, potat. 
&c., valued in the aggregate at 
JAMES H. MORGAN Smith sent affiant word throng 
Lam a resident voter of ward No. 4 of the parish of West Feliciana. Sometime purpose of secur his effects 
S ber or October, 1875, a band of bull-dozers came into Saint Francisy would be at the peril of his lif 
their velling and hallooing through the streets, and their threats and bad On the night before electi« 
suage, put the entire inhabitants in a mortal terror Phey had hung John Gait in the parish in order to p 
were uf y to hang and shoot other damn radicals and niggers They came to | in the town of Saint France 
se of Senator Webber, and hallooed to him to come out; that they wanted cisville young white der 
bey staid all night in town, and by their drunken carousals, fit ott pame of every ored 
3 and abusi threats, thoy put all the people in a state of i t threatened to Le ry 
d the formation of committees of safety, formed by the planter 1 tt oll in the te ot 
x. O was formed in my ward, and Mr. Barrow was the president 4 | the cour yw {Is as he 
iin the ward were askegto sign the rolls, and it was stated that an | He has not b ( 
, signed could vote as he liked, as it was a non-political organization, | be safe for } rn, a . 
yy allthe colored men joined init; and all went well until some time in June | or four dozen nandt 
. nseme rember offered a resolution binding the club to support the demo- | ployment and vav f 
et Many of the colored men objected, stating that they were republicans | The white pe en 
ot support the democratic party Mr. Barrow said they must do 80, as | ing political questions, as 
that parish were tired of the damn radical nigger rul and that Afliant know 
S t go democratic, if they had to kill allthe damn radicals. He there } dozer saw them w 
resolution passed, and the colored men, I among the rest, were a | turned ) 
ake any objection, but at the next meeting few colored men attended i eal pur vy of 
sat once appt ared, and among them were many of the wl e mer he Ww n ( 
sh. Th killed Jack Russell, a colored man; this, accompanied with the der all the damned radica 4 
its of the bull-doezers, who warned the colored men that un 3 they ath l the w i W i 
mocratic meetings, struck terror to my breast, aud t of all others at | night co s the ill-d M 
began to sleepin the woods at night, as did many others, for fear of being | ¢ peciall I ection i 
{in my house Chis murder was quickly followed by that of Gilbert Carter our crops, } rty, && ‘ 
Ixaa0 Michell, and Ed. Armstrong, all living in my part of the parish, besides | whom we will vote 
J s Picket, Juber Johns, and many others, who were shot at Brent Saws | Che parish of West Fel na 
Marsch Gray and others were whipped nearly to death during the same period | fair and full election at 1 
ne to the day of election. ‘These acts confirmed my terror and that of other | the candidates of their ch 
ed men Have often beard the bull-d 
hese acts and raids of the bull-dozers were all in the night-time, and when day | publicans in the parish. 
re there would be no traces of them. Many of their men were recognized 2 
me and others as the white residents of our neighborhood ; among others, Cortney BENJAMIN H. ROGERS, CA 
Suitt i Charles Barrows. these acts of violence, and after repeated warn Qnestion. How long ha 
8, I joined the club and attended the meetings and the democratic speakings I t I of 
these acts of intimidation caused many colored men to stay away from the poll 
( many others were compelled to voto the democratic ticket against their wis | 
Ve had been told that on the day of election there would be a man present at each 
poll with a spot-book to take down the names of all colored men who voted the 1 
in ticket, and that on the night following, or in a few nights, they would be 
sited by the bull-dozers, but that those who voted the democratic ticket would 
etalone. Sure enough, on the day of election there was a man at our poll with p 
his spot-book, and he called oat the name of each man who voted the ; 














ticket, and said, “spotted. I saw many colored men who came up with republi tics 
can tickets drop them when they heard this man calling the names. Some left the Q. Will you state those? 
polls without voting, others were accosted by democrats and compelled to vote the A. One was the beating of 
democratic ticket. Many of these last came to me and said they were afraid to | he 
vote as they wanted to—the republican ticket—as the bull-dozers would killthem, | Q was his na ’ 
but if Icould insure them protection they would vote as they wished, but I told A don't ow 31 
them I could not give them any security.» ; | at over W tho ¢ ; 
If there had been a free, fair, and unintimidated election the republicans would | pea: 
have had a majority of about 250 at my poil, whereas the democrats, by the for Q I 
going intimidation, carried that poll about 70 votes. I am wellacquamted with the A l 
i ing in my parish, and know if a free, fair, and unintimidated clection had been | five or six, that tl i 
eid, and the colored men been allowed to vote as they desired, the republican ma- } with a whipping be« 
rity of the parish would have been upward of 1,000. On the day of election the 1 her I advised th 
temocrats hal whisky at my poll, and all who voted their ticket was given a drink, | t ‘ I ba 


Wiel 


Tar 


Ward, and is a duly registered voter thereof; that for six months prior to the cle 


es Smith says that he is a resident of the 
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wrs,” patrolled the parish night and day. 
pie in the twelfth ward that they were 








Courtland Smith's plantation some time in June, 1876. 
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seo what it is like,” and that the y could vote as 
want to have a large meeting.” 


JAMES 8MITH. 


ib armed bands of white men, styling themselves the 


h be could not got if he voted the opposition ticket. 


parish of West Feliciana, tv 


bull-dozers and 


They at first notitied all the colored peo- | 
bout to organize a democratic club at Mr. | 
club was formed 
Hey visited all the colored people in the neighborhood, telling them to ‘‘ at 


The 


they pleased. Just com 


They went, knowing full well that if they failed 








regula 


and 
tendand | 
, weor! ly 








the democrats would make the attempt to killthem. Atthe meeting the colored |} Was about all 
were told if they would join the a> they would be protected by the white | Q. Do} 
people. ‘They replied, ‘** We are republicans, and intend to vote the republican A. N i 
aoe san were then forced to swear and kiss the Bible and join the demo- | Q. \W t 
ratic chub It wa 


After three or four mectings of said club, Mr. Courtland Smith, James Stewart 
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Q. And Isaac left? ae 
\ « sir: he was the one who left. He was gone a couple of months. He just | w 1 ‘ * and heard about 
= | within the last two or three weeks | ~ 
©. If there are any other instances which have come to your knowledge—peopl i [ ‘ ) 1) ) t t causes 
* have been intamidated—you may state l 8 ’ e over the 
4 We an told me he had voted the democratic ticket, not because he rnd f I ga cou 
because he was compelled to | ent y t ) to 
“a state how was that. | ( the mu a4 l | 48 when 
+ Suid he, “I and all the other colored people on the place of Mrs. Br n, we | about three months aft act t tid n lo go 
vava voted the republican ticket They held meetings we { t » to aw i then set is and aft ring k i 
so meetings atall. None of us went to any of the meetings, and the night be- | Q is his n 
fore the election men came and said You know to-morrow is election nd ure A. Joe Johnson; he was constab Id t know of ' for killing 
ected to be there,’ and all of us said that we felt we ought to go, and we ud | him. He was a constabl Baton Rouge Ile was aman Ww s ‘ for me vears 
ve t and, perhaps, we thought if we did not ‘ ‘ \ I ‘ I il year \ i t i at land he 
se they had told us so.” The men were informed that they had to vote, o1 stated tl 1 dozen ! t« 1 
7 | not live on the place. His language was Unless \ y d vote the Q. Dx ca Did y er wofa se of ki 
ce ticket, you must leave this place I am positive now 3 was the i” OT 4 I in b year i iva ist 
ore the election, They said, We all went and voted the ce atic A.W wanda ha M I 








may state whether you said anything to him i 








A. I ed him if he knew who these persons were, and he said they we 














et 1. He said, “You are Mr. Reiley; that’s the reason I speak te 
- 1 understand why you tell me the story which you would t te 

: would not tell a democrat that story, would you? Well. h 
ind he said, “* Mr. Hardisty asked me why I voted the democratic 


} want to tell him as [ told you, that is so; I did not want to tell hin 
I told him I voted because the rest did 
Vow, sir, you may state when you had*this conversation with tha 








was this morning. 


















0. 1 very morning ¢ 
IT asked him his name, and he said, Fizor Reiley. 
( ihe tell vou where he lived? \ 3 
\. Yes, sir; Mrs. Brown's place Yes, sir; and men on dith plantatic they ir out 0 
oO WwW sir. are there any other instances that occur to your mind, Mr. R } whipped. 
mui have heard complaints from these poople (). Now, do you know of any theory of your ow ‘ there were of republican 
4. Well, [met a man with an ox-team about three weeks ago; he had formerly clubs organized or meetings held in this parish durit his last campa 
place. IT had not seen him for years, and at first I did not know 1 } A. Lhave a theory 
ed in the eighth ward. He related to me the old story of being com- | Q. Let us hear what it 
| to vote the democratic ticket. That is about all. He spoke about their | A. Myth tt ew in La det ition, a desperate determ 
and he likened it unto a sage-grass field on fire. Perhaps he colored thy ition, on ‘ ‘ toca ‘ t tO cal tany 
alittle; I don't know. That is the story he told me } W That t is | t t epublicans 
OA other one that you know of? } had had their time; that the ‘ en out of th 
iply in regard to the last canvass, I suppose you want to obtain testimon tt 










s one man onmy place that voged. Lnever asked him 
asked him one question. I saw him afterward and I was 
























erest never told me one word before or aiter the election. Only one ridl, ‘* We democrat—I asked him if [ ha un al I t 
v thatif you wanted us to vote you would have told us so. But you did not say | D, if we could have ot through without f ‘ ll ‘ he did not be 
tous. There has been so much disturbance, so we staid at home Chere | lieve we could. I don’t think it was pos ‘ On el a howeve I must 
mut one of the hands that was at the election at all; that was near the | say I never saw 80 quiet a peaceable an election. I could have ted five hund 
gs. | is commissioner at this place. IT saw some negroes, two of them, as I red republican tickets if tl ts had been here But there was no ype of car 
tt ner at Mansker’s, as I was going right across, who stated to m Mr. | rying on a canvass, as it was believed was not safe It was not because the re 
Il was recording the names of voters—they told me you see we voted pub in party did not want to ca election, b because he iw no hope 
ratic ticket, but we want to tel! you we did not want to do it of our ow under t iret tances of r 


































































































) these colored men? vas : for the republican | 
A. Yes, sir; colored men. That is what they told me volun The first | A. Lam very positive of itinmy! { Leo tha een saf 
g th id to me as to their way of voting—indeed it looke wi apolo () You may state whether a great ma y rep ‘ ‘ eu driven 
felt no interest in the questions; I voted myself the parish ticket I} out of this parish since this last canvas 
I voted at the primary election, and for the reason that IL had made my se A. Yes, sir; they were all colored repu in ONICE-I 8 
ted tor each otfice. I voted the ticket which happened to be the popular Q. Owing to this last canvass 
et that was carried at the popular primary election. L[ voted for every one of | A. This last canvass only commenced in the middle of last summer I don't 
it the election nyself; I felt no zeal, of course. I did not know myself v know that they were driven out since the Phe ib it i r before 
i to the poll that there was not going to be a republican ticket I did } witht ecorder and sheritf and a mber of t I t ani ¢ netnber of 
know; I would say that I could not feel that it would make any difference; it could | the Legislature not in office ; they had all gone, and the eft of the republicans in 
not be successful, because there had been no canvassing by the republican party ottice I think resigned. I would like to be posted in regard to them. I know 
Q. You may state now, Mr. Reiley—unless you think of some instances where | some of the members of the police jury resigned. Why they all resigned I would 
ave had talk with colored people where they have complained to you, I will | like somebody to tell me I know one that did. I saw 4 ynation published in 
ask you another question. the Patriot Democrat and the rea + yviven 
A. Well, I don't know of any others occurring at this time . Now, sir, you may sta ‘ u ’ isto tl e of this parisl 
Q. You may state how it has been in your ward and the wards of this parish gen what it would have been in the last election if the colored people had been left to 
erally in the — elections of I*72 and 1874 in regard to forming republican | vote as they 1 
clubs and bulding republican meetings. A. [suppose it would have been as the previous ‘ fo doubt there 
A. There were republican clubs in the different wards, but not being a politician vould have been any change at all i i to us t pleased 
myself and taking no stock in them, I never encourage republican clubs on my 
we; in fact, discourage it. I didnot have any taste in that direction. They had JAMES " _ 
bs at the upper end of the ward. I may say of the men on my place one voted Question. How old are you 
tscarcely ever attended political meetings. They had a majority in each ward Answer. About twenty six 
of the parish in 1872 and 1874. There were republican clubs organized and repub Q. Where do you res le} 
lican meetings held through this year. A. Jackson, Louisiana. 
; low was it in this last canvass?) Do you know whether there was a repub- | Q. Do you reside there now 
1 in the whole parish or not ; . | A. That is my home, but I iin N Orleans, and ha een here for the last 
A. I don't think so n ior BO , 
Q. 1 you know of any republican 1acetings being held ; if so, how many | (. Why are you stoppit T New Orleans? 
I never heard but once. One was held when Mr. Packard was here, the only | A. There was such a reign of terror ¢ 4tin n the pa f I t Fe ina, ¢ 
or [have heard of until I heard of one in the court-house here that had be d. | account of politics, that I, being a republican—I was a I sta hie I 
1 heard of it day before yesterday, but I spoke to a number in regard to them, aud | might have been killed 
they said they never heard of that many at all «). What part of the parish do y resirle 
Q. The only one you heard of in tact was the one held here when Mr, Packard A. Llivein Jackson; lam a ul and e kept t for th 
Spoke! last three or four years 
A. Yes, sir. Q. You may state, in the first e, if you know of your own k lex of ar 
Q. Did you attend very many 's of ’ 





acts of intimidation of 


A. Yes, sir. 



























































colored voters in that pat é t or any other ¢ yred man ou know 

Q. W hat was the spirit manifested by the outside crowd that day where the of any of your own perso k 
speaking was going on? A. Well, I know of the i fa weratic club tl rwwn of Jack 

A It was not pleasant at all. and I know of colored men being notified by white men to join the club 

Q. Please describe it. | Oo. 4 the names of pe ra can! 

A. Mr. Packard was interrupted with questions. He was asked questions. He | co mber Thor Co 1 red ma he has acarriage-shop in Jackson 
zed of them to let him proceed. He treated the matter with a great deal of | and was a s«l by one of the leading citizens there, Dr. Pond, a white man 

‘asantry, and stated, “If you do not let me speak I will make a failure; and, | . A nocrat 

) ends, Nicholls would not like it if he was speaking here;’? and with such x. ee r; he gave it to him as a piece friendly ad maself 

ngs as that would pass it off. The inte rruption was repeated by some parties | w d veratic club; that he would be safe in } 

n outside, with kind of jeers, and such words as “ Will you let me ask you a | unless 1. I know of Thomas Car in intimate fries who 
question?” and so on ; ; has a s heretofore acted wit n politics on the republican side. He joined 
Q » whether any spirit was manifested, in language or otherwise, by any of | the democratic club, and came to my store and told me, the ¢ y of the same 

ese outsiders, F i dav. that he had joined—that he had to join the club; said that he could not live 

A. Well 1 could see the parties who were on the stand felt scary and they were | there He had been notitied that if he didn’t join he be d or have to 
neat lo getaway. They intended to go to Jackson that night, but the efleet of the leave the I was not ing man | I of ¢ p Catlett 
meeting here put that entirely out of the question—out of their line | said to be x4unt in the n they have er ecret organizatioa—I 
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he name of ‘' 298," tl t regularly in Jackson there Thurs- 

to keep out of politics. H id that he never deviled in politics him 

but he was going to take an active part in politics this year; the white 

people propose to carry this election, and he anticipated the shedding of a great 
deal of blood if the colored peoy or the repnblican party, attempted to organize 
and puta ticket in the field. I asked if it was possible they could disfranchise col 
ored men in that wea He said that the negroes and damned radicals had been 
ruling there long enough. The white people had been ruled by them for the last 
ten years, and they proposed to get rid of them. At that time I was treasurer of 


t 
the insane asylum, and in a fi 
given satisfaction tothe board 
All the officers and attendants 


w day 


& my term of oflice would expire, and I had 
lit was known that I would have been re-elected 





employés of the 





asylum, were enlisted in my behalf. 
I don’t think there waa one opposed to me. They were continually bothering the 
members about my election. Before I became treasurer of the asylnm it was badly 
managed. Mr. Irvin was treasurer of the asylum, a merchant of Bayou Sara and 
a democrat; but I succeeded Mr 6, and 


Falls, and had got the thing into good - 
that was the reason I wanted me as treasurer. Before I became 
treasurer they had not been paid regularly, but after I became treasurer they were 
maid regularly, and that is the reason why they were enlisted in my behalf. It was 
cae that I was go » candidate, and Mr. Catlett came to me and said, 

You have seen the notice in the papers that the bull-dozers had disbanded, and 
every man now that committed an outrage would be acting upon his own responsi- 
bility He said, “7 thing.” He said there was a little dissatisfac- 
tion in this primary election a fow days ago that gave rise to the publication of this 
notice, But he says, “Itis not true; don’t you fool yourself. We have decided 
that no more republicans shall hold office in this parish, and don't you run for that 
office. If you do and are elected, you won't get home from the asylum The board 
met in the asylum. Of course T knew he represented the sentiment of that organi- 
gation. I have heard a great many acts that they had committed, and I did not 
allow my name to be used as a candidate 

@. You may state whether the colored people voted at that primary eloction. 

A. Nota aingle one to my knowledge 


why the 





ng to be 





at is no sucl 





(. That primary election, as I understand it, is for the purpose of nominating can- 
didates to Se voted for on election day I 

A. Yes, sir 

Q. What we call conventions or cancnses ? 

Yos, sir rhe thing is something newin our parish. Mr. Porter, a white 
democrat, said to me, ** By God, you have figured in politics long enough, and if 
you attempt to organize the republican party in this parish you will be killed. I 
know what itis for; you may think Colonel Powers is able ou, but he 


to protec ty 
is not.” 





Q. What was it about Isaac Perry 1 

A. This was also told me by Isaac Perry himeelf 

(). Is he a colored man 1 

A. You, sir 

Q. And a republican? 

A. Yes, sir; he ran for the Legislature tn 1874; he has always flenred in politics, 
and was secretary of the republican parish committee; he live I think, about 





eight miles from Jackson. Verryand I have been in our childhood associates. Wo 
went to achool together and we very intimate We differed sometimes in poli- 
tics, not as to principle, but as to men—as to who should fill different positions in 
the party. We never differed as to principle. We always agreed as to prineiple 
I sent for him to know xo over to Pointe Coupée to a senatorial conven- 
tion as one of the del 








if he would 








ites, and also to go down to New Orleans to the State con- 
vention as one of the delogates of our parish representing the republican party 
He told me no. I asked him why He said that he had been visited two or three 
times by the democrats, and they failed to tind him at home on the first two visits 
on the third visit they found him; that time was in the day-time; I am not certain 
whether it was in the day-time or night I know that they had visited him in the 
night and he was notat | They asked his mother for him, and his mother told 
them he was not at home. She went on to say Your object is to whip Isaac be 
cause he is a republican, and you intend, if Isaac is fool enough to let you catch 
him, te whip him I ud ine with them, and they pitehed ints her by way 
of retribution Phe last sit they found Isaac Perry at home, and they asked him 
if he was secretary of re} an parish committee, Ile told them yes, he had 
been, but he was not in polit uta Ile was asked if he had the proceedings of the 
parish committer Ile told them No; Mr. Gair kept the books containing the 
proceedings of the parish committee all the time, and he didn’t have the books to 


give them.” They made him promise that he would keep out of polities. LHe said 
that was one reason why he could not go to the State convention or goto the sena 
torial convention; if he did, he would break the promise that he had made them, 
and death would be the punishment 








Q. State any other case that occurs to yon. 

A. IL know of aman by the name of Nelson, who lived with John Seott Smith, a 
white man, near the corporation of the townof Jackson, who was whipped the very 
day that General Nic! sspoke in Clinton Ilo was whipped by aman by the 
name of John W. Smith and another by the name of Tom MeCuen, both promi 
pent democrats 

©. Were they white me and democrats? 

You, sir the we t e men and democrats 

Q You may state whet r there has been any other acts of intimidation against 
you—whether, in tl ut Of Sopte re I-76, you were notified by anybody 
that you muat j« a cle : ‘ by . 2 ¢ i 

A. Yoa, sir; 1 was visite Mr. William N vorthy, a citizen living in Jack 
eon 

(). A white man ? 

A. Yos, sir 

Q. A democrat? 

A. Yes, air. He was a candidate for nomination at the primary election—was at 
that time He came down, he said, not in the capacity of a politician, but in the 
capacity of a citizen, to advise n lle says You own property here, and are in 

t © COUnLTS Phe colored people in this section of the country will do 

Ile says, “* We have had two or three meetings, and we could not get 

men to join, with the exception of two or three.’ I think there was 

some colored men who had joined the democratic club—four of them boys under 
ave—under twenty-one years of aye lL subsequently hired one of them to clerkin 
my store. He was about sixteen, I think. He says You are interested in this 


country ; 


have got property here, and you must live here. You cannot leave your 
property and go away from here, and I want to know if you won't go and join the 
democratic club He did not say ’ but “ join this club up bere.” 
He You know the condition of the country ; you know that your people are 
being whipped and murdered and everything of that kind, and we want to get— 
want to stop that thing, and if you all will join this thing will be stopped.” I said, 

Phere is no probabi it before that time?” He said, “No.” I 
asked why. He said, “ Well, you see the republican party have been ruling.” I 
said, * You are willing to admit that these acts of violence are committed by dem 
ocrats.” He said Certainly.” “* Well,” Laaid, “ you know the effect the demo- 
crates are trying to produce by whipping these colored people—keeping up a state 
of terrorism in this parish He Yes, and that is the very reason why I 
want you to join the democratic party.” I said ‘** You want me to help you put these 
men in office.” He said, * Yes liow do you expect to have a better state of af- 
faira when you want to make the government out of the same materials that has kept 
up this state of terrorism ? Phat is something that I didn’t come here 


“democratic club 
aaya, ** 








ity of stopping 





said 
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to discuss. I want to know if you are going to join thisclub.” He said, “ Yoy g. 
a republican; can you afford to live in this community and be a republican i ay 
said, “1 have always been a republican heretofore, but it is rather different , : 








. ~ . ; s . Wo 
what it wasthen.” I said, “1am going to risk it.” Hesaid, * Well, you sta 

cept the consequences, and not blame anybody but yourself " Isaid, “Now w, 
Northsworthy, there is no use in trying to scare me into joining that club. be« ause 


if I did it you would know that 1 did not do it with the sincerity you expect r 
said, ** You have got seven names on your list.” I said, “ There is not but one os 
those men who will vote the democratic ticket on the day of election > ture 

Iic asked who they were, and I told him Charles Shattuck and George Keller 7 

next day Shattuck came down to my store and told me he was a republican in 
ciple, but, he says, “I am a poor man, and I have got a family.” And he aays «17 
am working for these democrats.” One-half of the town of Jackson, in t} ; 
part of last year, had burned up, and he was a carpenter employed in re} 
the stores burned down ; and he says “ I have been notified by these very m 
have got me employed that if I don’t join their club I cannot expect to m; 
meat and bread off of them.” He says, * 
but we have not got any protection. I am not securein being a republican. } 
sides, I cannot afford to have the bread taken out of the mouths of my 
my mouth" And he says, “I have connected myself with them.” 
seo, We always expected protection up there. We expected every day that aor 
thing wonld turn up that would furnish us some protection 80 that we conld orga 
ize the party, and goaround, as we have all the time heretofore, and make speech 


Y ” . t nes 
and put republican candidates in the field. He says “that the Government af 











ake 1 


You understand me; I am a republicay 





nily and 
He says, * ¥ 


ta 
tords you no protection, and you cannot organize ogee and go arour aking 
speeches. I am as good a republican as you are, and I shall not say anything about 


you. The democrats want me to go about and talk for them.” And he save lf 


they pay my expenses and pay me for my day’s work I will go round and talk for 
them ; but I will not abuse any republicans.’ That was George Shattuck 
Q. Was there any attempt made to injure your property # 


A. On the 15th—I think it was between the 12th and 15th of September, 1876—s 
B. Packard, the present governor of this State, in company with Col. J 
ton, J. Pinkney Harris, James Lewis, and Judge Campbell, they sent me 
notices before that time that they were going to hold a mass-meeting. 

4 A political meeting? 

. Yes, sir; & mass-meeting we call it. They were republicans, and they 
going to be speakers, and I posted the papers as best I could; sent them arour 
through the country by private couriers. I hired one man and paid him to take 
the posters around, but they failed to post them up, because they were afraid 
brought them back. I have got the posters now [ believe. At any rate th: 
a meeting, and I went there. : 

Q. Where was the meeting? 

A. In Clinton. It was either the 12th or 15th. I went there, and Captain | 
Grey, who was just on the stand, Colonel Powers, and Mr. Anderson, who was s 
porvisor of registration, had held a meeting and had chosen Rev. John A. | 
as president of the meeting. Mr. Reiley was afraid to act as president 
he would not actas president, and wanted Captain De Grey to act. He said, “I 
he would not.” Then we were at a loss to find somebody to introduce the speak 
ers. They did not live there. I volunteered and told the gentlemen that I 
act as president of the meeting. I went up and introduced the speakers a 


week Whar 


a lot of 


wer 


4 





Said that 





ried on the mecting. I went home. I anticipated trouble on the way, and I t 
go back the same way I came—the same aaa. I got home at night. That was 
Friday The next day we were to have a large mass-meeting in Ba Sa l 
went down to Bayou Sara to thet meeting. On Saturday night the front 


store was saturated with coal oil and set on fire. 

Q. Do you know who by # 

A. I will tell you in a few minntes. It was put out by my clerk or the ma 
ing books for me. I got home Sunday evening; Monday morning a1 
name of Crilly, (him and I were friends, but he was a democrat and I was am 
lican,) he told me that politics was the cause of it. He says, “ You have got | 
erty here, and you live here,” and he says, * you are going aroun: 
litical speeches for the republicans, and the first thing you know your stor 
be burned up. You make a living in that store?” I said, * Yes, sir He « 
‘Very well, if you are not careful your ary will be burned up.” He 
aivine you as a friend to keep out of politics ; let politica alone, and cor 
connect yourself with this democratic club.” I told him that [ would 1 
Ile said in addition to that, “* You are charged with having held a meeting \W 
Feliciana a few nights ago, a republican meeting, speaking to about sixt 
and advising them to raise clubs and vote the radical ticket."’ I said That isa 
mistake.” I said that “ the condition of my health would not permit me to g 
in the dark hour of midnight and make apeeches; you know that is a lic 
said, ** You are accused of it, and unless you go before the democratic club a 
make an explanation you may be burt.” I said “ Ididn't believe, and didn’t know 
that they had a right to ask what-I should do.” He said, “this democratic 
tyrannizes this part of the parish.” I said it didn’t control me, and I did not 
He insisted that I should go. He felt very friendly to me and he didn't wa 
any trouble. He told me the name of thetwo gentlemen who set my store f 
He said, “One saturated the door the last time after it had been put out, a 
went to him and tried to get him to goaway. He said, ‘he is a damned radica 
anyhow.” He said, “If you burn his store down you will burn other p 
lie said that he was going to burnit up; and when they were saturating 
ond time, the first time it was put out, my clerk told him, if they were deter 
to burn the store to wait oan be got his individual effects out. He had hi thes 
in there and he wanted to get them out. This man said that he persuaded t 
gentlemen to leave there 

q. Any other acts to you or threats that were made to you or any other color! 
men? 

A. IT know of lota of colored men who were threatened in Jackson; if thr 
didn’t join the club they could not expect to live in their houses safely 

«. Do you know of any colored men who were whipped, or shot, or hung for any 
reason or purpose ; 


} r 
nere ib 


to go 


A. Yes, sir; I know that William Chaney—he was president of a republican 
club in the sixth ward—he was hung until he was supposed to be dead ; he was 
sensible when he was let down. He promised te interfere with politics no more ot 


b pre sident of the club, and they let him alone. I know of one Monroe Meyers 
who was taken out of his house by a lot of white democrats, as he said. He waa 








president of a club also, and was turned loose because he said he would he » 
more to do with politics. I know that Aaron McKenzie was whipped so | it 
his finger-nails were whipped off, and, as he says, put in a yellow-jacket's 1 iM 
you know what a yellow-jacket’s nestis? It is a kind of little bee. He promised 


never to have anything of the kind to do with politics. 
). Were there any republican clubs in that parish 9 
A. No, air. 
Q. Any republican meetings held, except this meeting when Packard an: others 
spoke at Clinton ? = 
A. There was no republican meetings held, to my knowledge. T have heard of 
this Alonzo Brooks attempting to organize a club, and, being threatened, subs 
quently abandoned the idea. It was never attempted to organize a club int 
parish 
, Q. You may state whether, in your opinion, it would have been safe for any ' 
ublican. 
. A. It would not have been safe. I will relate another instance that oc 
General Hugh J. Campbell came up in August to see if he could not organiz 





ot 





party in that parish. He came to Clinton and sent Colonel Powers over 
; Colonel Powers arrived in the night, and he found me and this man 
( ney aud Tom Cook and one or two more leading colored men, and he requested 


| 

| 

the next day to Clinton and consult with General Campbell and sec what | 
| 

| 

| 





=o x iid do to organize the republican party, Tom Cook absolutely refused to 
k self. He said that he didn’t want to have anything to do with politics 
re had been so many men killed and whipped that he was afraid to risk it. He 
ised to go. Tom Chaney that night refused to go, and T sat down and wrote a 


[told Colonel Powers the whole thing, about the gener 


il Stade Of insecurity 


















fa ( y man who would attempt to organize the republican party wt | 
5 « being in Clinton and me going out to Clinton that day would araguse sus nu | 
minds of the democrats, and my life would not be safe. I said tha d | 
siness at Clinton,” and I went to the president of the democratic club | 
nd told him that I had “some busivess at Clinton,” and wanted to disabuse his | 
ind as to my purpose, and hired a horse and buggy from him and went out there | 
+, aoe (peneral Campbell. I slipped in the room back of the tax collector's office 
and held a¢ onsultation with him and came out; and when I got home that night I 
was asked by several democrats—I was in conversation with this man Hazzard 
¥" 3 pow town-mayor, and another man, and some parties called this other man 
‘ i said,“ Don’t you talk with Law. He is a dammed raseal. He is trying to 
organize the republican party. He is been out to-day in conversation with General 
Ca » I went back, and I heard several times that they were coming dowr 
to talk to me, and wanted to know what I was going to do, and I told them that 1 | 
was pot going to have anything to do with politics, and was not going to vote 
QO. Why were wot you ¢ 
,. I wasafraid. Iam attempting to convey that idea into your mind now I 


Llure in that parish 
In 18741 was a candidate 
There was a division in the republican party and I was de 


absolutely afraid. I was elected in 1872 to the Le 
the republicans; beat the democratic candidate in 1x72 
1 was defeated. 
(). Wonld it have been safe for a republican to have gone through that parish 
holding republican meetings ? 
ie over from Clinton with Mr. McClennan, a prominent democrat, in 
in a buggy, and he said ‘ that the republican party is dead in this par 
ind he said, * l understand that Packard has announced in the paper that he 
« here on the 15th of September. My God! | 
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w If I was in his shoes, I would 
not come to this parish. If he comes here I bet he will never get out.” 
What was your opinion as to the result of the election of that parish of East 
Fel iif the colore 4 ooo had been left free to vote as they pleased ? 
4. My dear sir, they would have elected the republican ticket by a large major 
t [here is eight colored men that voted the democratic ticket. We always 


mted on about eight that we knew would vote the democratic ticket. They 

r the influence of democratsin the parish. They were employed by democrats 

ey used their influence over them and took them to the polls. Some would 

ike them in their buggies. Some are old, feeble men, and they took them right 

to the polls and voted them and put them in a buggy and carried them back 

t is, these democrats would. Outside of that thore is not a democrat in 
That is my honest conviction. 


were 





} 
rishi. 


rhus I might go on, Mr. Speaker, and cite the positive testimony 
f scores of witnesses in regard to all the other bull-dozed parishes, 
to the same effect, but time will not allow. 
The testimony already referred to establishes beyond all question 
fact of intimidation in all the disputed parishes, which it seems 
to me virtually settles all the questions of fact involved in this in- 
vestigatiou, and convinces every fair-minded man that the electoral 
ite of Louisiana should be counted for Hayes and Wheeler. 
But in addition to all this positive evidence of murder, violence, and 
dation, we have the admissions of a vast number of witnesses 
led by the majority of the committee which fully corroborates 
every claim which republicans have made with regard to the election 
that State. I can refer to but a few of them: 
Judge Hughes testifies that colored men have been intimidated to 
some extent. 


+} 


ca 


Thomas T. More says that regulating may have run into political | 
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| the head and foot boards of } 





95 


} 


s coffin would be nailed the next night. 
*“T had intended to vote the re pub an ticket before that.” 

He also says that squads of armed men rode about the parish; that 
they stopped at his house and told him he must come out to the demo- 
cratic meeting; this was in the night-time, after he had gone to bed 

He says that he thought if he did not go to the election and vote 





the 


democratic ticket he would certainly be harmed. 
Solomon Jefferson swear 


8 th heard a speaker at a democratic 
meeting say that unless the colored men voted the democratie ticket 


it he 


they would have to sufter the conse quences; that if colored men did 
not vote with the white de its they would find out that there 
had never been any bull-dozing such as there would be after the elec 
tion. 

W.A. 
voted the republic an ticket on election day 

Austin Williams says that he was told that if he did 
democratic ticket he could not live in the parish 

J.P. Monahan admits that he told Henry 


moc! 


Cane says that he did take the names of the colored men who 


not vote the 


Smith, when he came 


| back to Clinton, that his life would not be safe if he staid there 


Isaac Butler says that he heard that the bull-dozers were riding 


} around the parish whipping and beating colored men. 


Dan Wisham testifies that he had always voted the republican 
ticket, and should have done 
not want to be bothered. 

Anthony Wilson swears that he did not vote the democratic ticket 
of his own free will; he says that white democrats came to his house 
in the night-time, after he and his family had gone to bed, and threat- 
ened him because he had been organizing republican clubs. They 
told him they were bull-dozers, and that he must join their club and 
vote the democratic ticket. They also visited other colored men the 
same night, whom they threatened same way. I told a white 
democrat about it, and he said the white people were determined to 
change the government, and were going to make the colored people 
help them. 

Nathan Morgan testifies that one white democrat told him that if 
he did ticket he would wish he had. Other 
colored men told me I must vote the democratic ticket or the white 
people would hurt me. 

Bruce Pipes says that or of the colored 
democratic ticket because they were frighter understood that 
if they did not vote that ticket they would be killed or hurt. He 
also says that he did not vote that ticket of his own will. 

J. W. Mann testities that he did not get up a republican club be 
cause republicanism was not popular in that ward. 

Henry Brookhart swears that regulators were around down to last 
summer; heard that colored republicans were killed. Knew Watson ; 
his store was burned and he shot at. Julius Gree n, al acllive repub 
lican, was shot at on his way home from church. 

lex. Robbins admits that he rede around with fifteen or twenty 
other armed men in night-time down to Septen 1876; that they 
took colored men out of their beds; that they practiced this all 
through the summer and fall of 1876. 

Leon Jastrumski says I heard of bodies of 
lators, who traveled through the 
part of the winter. 


so at the last election, only that he did 


in the 


not vote the democratic 


more less 


men voted the 





ied ° he 


iber, 


armed men called regu 
country last fall and in the early 





natters. 

Nelson Ball says he saw one hundred mounted and armed men in 
one of said parishes in October, 1876. 

John Haley swears that he heard that bodies of armed men passed 
through the parish the Sunday night before the election. 

Littleton Jones heard of the presence of regulators in the paris! 
that they had attacked Senator Weber, and tried to kill him whi 
crossing the river. 

Major Wedgesaysthat he knows that armed white men rode through 
the sixth ward of his parish. 

Alex. Pool testifies that colored men told him they should vote the 
democratic ticket, but they would not if it was not for certain men 
whom they feared. 

William King says he knew Willis Wisham; that in July, 1876, 
four or five men came to his cabin and inquired for him; that they 
were armed with pistols, and he was frightened. These men said 
Willishad been talking about the Gair and Matthews matter, and 


a King to tell him when he came back that he had better get out 
of there, 


} 
} 
it 


William Hansberry swears that one Maxwell, a white democrat, 
told him that he could not vote the republican ticket and live there ; 
that he would be cleaned out. He says he was afraid and went and 
joined the democratic club and voted the democratic ticket, as he was 
ordered to do. 

Henry Matthews says he heard that bodies of armed white men 
were riding through the parish during the canvass. 

John Sensley says that he heard that it was said at a democratic 
meeting the night before the election that the colored men must vote 
one way or the other, or they could not live in that country. 

He says he believes that many of the colored men did not vote as 
they wished to; that many of them would have voted the republican 
ticket if they had been allowed to. 

Josiah Johnson testifies that he voted the democratic ticket against 
his will; that Anthony Wilson, a white democrat, told him the night 
lore the election that if he did not get out and vote the next day 


J. W. Dupree swears that he heard of an organization of men who 
were in the habit of going about the parish committing acts of vio 
lence upon colored peopl 

V. M. Lange testifies that he has heard of colored men being killed 
in that parish on account of their politics. 

L. C. Morris says that he had heard of bodies of armed men riding 
through the parish in the night, and that the « ed people were in 
timidated thereby; that these men had shot Myers and his son, and 
committed other acts of violence. 

ki. D. Wood says he has heard within the past year that bodies of 
| armed white men were riding through the parish in the night-time, 
committing depredations upon colored men. 

A. H. Levy says he has heard the reports of violence upon colored 
people by white democrats for some time past. 


} 
OLor 


The ( olored people 
all have the impression that there is intimidation, and that it 1s car 

ried on by white democrats. Ile says he saw a man, only a week be 

fore, who told him he was forcibly taken from his house, and a rope 
put around his neck, and whipped, and told to leave the parish, and 
that he left. He further states that this man is a republican, as all 
the colored people naturally are when left free, and that he was roped 
because he was a republican. The effect of these acts of violenee has 
been to hinder a fair expression of their opinion at the ballot-box 

Ile says he knows, from report and otherwise, that many colored men 
were compelled to vote the democratic ticket and join democratic 
clubs to save their property and lives. The colored men had all been 
sufficiently cowed and intimidated before the day of the election. 

Jackson Hamilton says he heard of acts of violence t 
because they were republicans. 

Mortimer Price swears that it is his opinion that many of the col 
ored men voted the democratic ticket because they were frightened 
to it. 

These colored men are weak-minded and timid. 
lies and did not know but what they would be hu 
thought if they joined the democratic party they 

Charles J. Yerbois says he had heard of the } 


0 colored men 





They had fami- 
, and so they 

would get along. 

dozers, and that 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































the few elec- 


they were ridi around 
tion. 


Gustave Lé 


parish a months before the 
Blane swears that there was considerable bull-dozing 
done in the parish; that the general complaint among the colored 
people was that they were afraid of them. The colored people are 
republicans when left to their own judgment, but a good many were 
afraid to vote as they wished. 

Some of the colored men were scared by these bull-dozing stories. 
They are timid. The stories had an effect upon their minds. 

Mr. Speaker, in weighing this evidence and considering the grave 
questions involved in this investigation I have endeavored to divest 
my mind as far as possible of all partisan and political bias and to 
arrive at the truth. 

I have given to the subject careful thought, earnest study, and 
mature reflection ; and as the result I find myself forced to the con- 
viction that the following facts will be found from the testimony 
proved beyond question or re asonable doubt: 

1. The organization and existence in said parishes as early as the 
spring or summer of 1875 of bodies of armed and mounted white 
men, called the White League, or Regulators, with complete regi- 
mental and company organizations, 

2. That these bodies of men were in the habit of riding through 
said parishes in the night-time, whipping, shooting, hanging, and 
driv ng off colored repuBVic ans, 

3. That the colored people, being naturally timid and easily fright- 
ened, were intimidated by these acts of violence from yoting the re- 
publican ticket, and forced to join democratic clubs and vote the dem- 
ocratic ticket. 

4. That in the last political canvass the democratic party was des- 
perate, and was determined to carry the election at all hazards, as 
will be seen by confidential circulars issued from headquarters; to 
accomplish which a certain element in the party did not hesitate to 
resort to any measures to secure the colored vote, without which they 
knew they could not succeed, as the colored men in Louisiana, when 
left free, are almost unanimously republican, 

5. That the alleged original and ostensible object and purpose of 
the White League, or regulators, was to break up thieving and the 
destruction of property; but the testimony shows that when they 
were fully organized they were manipulated by the leaders, changed 
into democratic clubs, pledged to vote the democratic ticket, kept in 
working order and on duty down to the very time of the election, and 
made to do the work they were originally designed to, and that was, 
by terror and acts of violence, to control the colored vote. 

6. That these bodies of armed men were seen at different points in 
said parishes during the spring and summer of 1°76, in squads of from 
five to one hundred, all mounted and armed with rifles, shot-guns, 
and pistols. 

7. That the white democrats shot Henry Pinkston, John Gair, Gil- 
bert Carter, Isaac Mitchell, and seores of other prominent republicans, 
for political reasons, and whipped and drove away most of those they 
did not shoot or hang 

8. That a large portion of the white people in said parishes have 
no proper appreciat the value of human life and believe that 
the only way to manage the colored voter is with a bludgeon in one 
hand and a pistol in the other. 

9 That at one poll, at least in one of said parishes, on the day of 
election, every colored man who voted the democratic ticket was fur- 
nished with a passport or safe-conduct, which showed that he had 
voted the democratic ticket and that he was to be protected against 
the White Leauge, the regulators, or any other body of armed white 
democrats, 

10. That in every 
clubs had been organi 


or 


ur 
> 


> 


mot 


political campaign, until the last, republican 
od and kept up in every ward in said parishes, 
but during the last canvass not a republican club was organized in 
either of the three parishes investigated by us, and only one repub- 
lican meeting was held in each parish, and these were attended with 
great peril both to the speakers and the republicans who were present. 

11. That democratic clubs were early formed in every ward of each 
of the parishes, and the colored voters were given to understand that 
unless they attended and joined they would be obli 
homes and flee the country, 


ged to leave their 
or suifer the consequences. 

12. That the great increase of democratic clubs, and in the number 
of colored voters roped into them, an@the immense change and fall- 
ing off in the republican vote since 1°74, in the light of the testimony 
we have taken, shows the terrible pressure of fear and terror brought 
to bear upon the colored men in these parishes by the desperate men 
working in the interest of the democratic party. 

13. That no democratic colored man, and scarcely a white democrat, 
has ever been killed in either of said parishes; it has generally been 
the colored republicans; and in nearly every case where it has been 
attempted to be claimed that the cause of the homicide was a per- 
sonal difficulty, it has failed, but has generally disclosed the fact that 
the murderer was a white democrat and the victim a colored repub- 
lican. 

14. That from July 24, 1875, 
murders were committed in the 
the victims being colored: while 


to December 24, 1876, twenty-four 
parish of West Feliciana, twenty of 
in the parishes of East Baton Rouge, 
where Morgan, the coronor, was notified not to hold any more in- 
quests, and East Feliciana, there were nearly an equal number dur- 


| in West Feliciana, and, with violent language and threats of yj» an 
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ing the same time, many of which could be traced directly to po 

ical causes, that being the most reasonable apology for most of they 
15. That on one oceasion a large body of these democratic whjr, 

leaguers or regulators, entered the office of Judge Dula, parish j ; 


e. 


injury, demanded his resignation, on some false pretense, but Hh 
because he was a republican. 

16, That the same, or another body of armed men of like characte; 
entered the court-house in Saint Francisville, in the same parish whe; 
the court was wm session, and in a threatening and violent manner 
broke up and dispersed the court, and then compelled the immed : 
resignation of all the republican members of the police jury. 

Every man engaged in these lawless outrages upon law and order 
was a white democrat, and each man they drove out of office was g 
republican, and yet these men say it had no political signiticance 

17. That men supposed to belong to the same marauding party made 
an attack upon Senator Weber and attempted to shoot him in his 
own house; and not succeeding in this, afterward waylaid him and at 
tempted to kill him while crossing the river on his way to his home 
at Saint Francisville. 

18. That a large body of armed white democrats, supposed to be a 
portion of the same organization, under the lead of Joseph A. Nor- 
wood, lieutenant-colonel of the White League in the parish of East 
Feliciana and chairman of the democratic central committee in said 
parish, in October, 1275, entered the court-house in Clinton, while the 
court was in session, drove Henry Smith, the republican sheriff, out 
of the court-house, and shot him, firing twenty-five or thirty s! 


at him while he was running across the court-house yard to ayoid 
them ; and with threats and violence broke up the court, and droy 
Judge Dewing, a republican judge, out of the parish, because, as 
they alleged, they took offense at the manner in which he charged 
the jury in a certain case which had been tried before him; and, 
consequence, there has not been aterm of court held in the paris! 
since, as Judge Dewing does not dare to go back there to attempt 
to exercise the functions of his office. 

19. That on the 11th of July, 1276, a body of armed men took G 
bert Carter, a bright, respectable colored man, and an active and 
earnest republican, out of his bed and house in the night-time, a1 
when he attempted to escape from their tortures, they shot him to 
death at his own door, in the presence of his wife and children. 

20. That they also killed Isaac Mitchel and Ephraim Armst: 
two other colored republicans, in the same way, and attempted t 
murder Julius Green, another active colored republican, while o 
his way home from church with his wife on a Sabbath afternoo 
That on the night of the 27th of May; 1876, the white demoecra 
attempted to assassinate W. G. Lane, a prominent republican and 
candidate for the Legislature, at the Harney House, in the city 
Baton Rouge, because he was a republican and had been the prim 
mover and principal actor in a republican convention which had been 
held there on that day. 

21. That they tied John Gair, one of the most intelligent and bravest 
of the colored leaders in the State of Louisiana, to a tree and 
him to death, and hung his sister-in-law, Babe Mathews, to a tre¢ 
the court-house yard at Clinton. 

22. That in addition to these cold-blooded murders, they have, dur 
ing the past two years, whipped and beaten scores of colored rep 
licans; for which no possible reason can be assigned except that t 
were republicans, and that they refused to join the democratic clul 
or vote that ticket. 

23. That nearly every leading republican, both white and colored 
residing in said parishes, has been driven away from his home by 
the threats and acts of white democrats, and are now ey I 
New Orleans and other places, and dare not return for fear of 
killed. 

24. That no republican in either of said parishes has dared to come 
before this subcommittee, for fear of losing his life or his property, t 
assist in the examination of the witnesses or to testify, although they 
have been invited and urged to do so. 

25. That it is very apparent, from the testimony as taken, that the 
majority of the committee have been generally very careful in this 
investigation not to put upon the stand those who have been personal- 
ly engaged in these acts of violence and murder, as shown by the tes 
timony which was used before the State returning board at New 
Orleans, 

26. That during our whole investigation there has seemed to bea 
studied effort on the part of the majority of the committee, as will 
be seen on reference to the testimony, to so frame every question as 
to clearly and plainly suggest to each witness the answer to be given, 
the effect of which has been, as I think, unintentional, of course, on tM 
part of the majority of the committee, to cover up and justify all these 
acts of murder and violence, and thus to bolster up and strengthen 
the democratic theory, instead of getting at the real truth and in- 
wardness of the conduct of the white democracy during the late call- 
paign in Louisiana. 

27. That nearly every negro put upon the stand, except some ft 
who had always voted the democratic ticket, has plainly shown by 
his manner that he was testifying under compulsion, and that l 
dared not go back upon those in whose presence he was testifying, °! 
refuse to testify to what he had been told. 
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they were give 
that unless they did so they would 
whipped, or driven from the parish. 
I think, also shows most conclusively that al- 
s given out in 1875, when the White League or regulators 
organized in these parishes, that they were to break up thiev 
lawlessness, yet it was then intended and designed that they 
be used in the then approaching political campaign, and that 
+ the fall and winter of 1875, and the spring and summer of 
wey were used for that purpose; in consequence of which the 
red people were so perfectly frightened and cowed by the mur- 
d actsof violence committed by these armed democratic bands 
en the canvass commenced they hadonly to say to the col 
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hey had better join the democ ratic clubs and vote that ticke ue 
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iker, tongue cannot utter, pen cannot describe, pencil can 
lint, the imagination cannot conceive of the terror and con- 
mn whieh filled the minds of the colored people in the bull- 
wishes of Louisianaduring the late political campaign. None 
not seen it can realize or even fully believe it. 

, the facts exist and thousands of American citizens in the 
to-day as fully and completely disfranchised by fear as 
by law when offered for sale upon the auction-block or 

rin fear in the slave-pens. 

w then, sir, of the startling disclosures which have heen 

nu this investigation, is it not time for the loyal and patriotic 
this country to arouse from their lethargy, crush out this 
tyranny, protect the sacredness of the ballot-box, and pre- 
purity of the elective franchise ? 
sir, to be tolerated that in these United States any illegitimate 
zation of armed men, acting in sympathy, open and avowed, 
i great political party, shall seize upon the public highway, es- 
legal military control of a whole parish, stop travelers on the 
road by armed force, close access to the polls to peaceable citi- 
mineer over the right of election, and shoot to death all who 
to submit to their villainous tyranny f 
be tolerated that murder shall be a recognized part of the 
ryof politics, and that terror is the best ally of democratic 

That foree, unmeasured and unrestrained, is the substitute 

Phat reason shall be dethroned by passion, and the regular 

d progress of legal rights become the prey of evil aud unreg- 
, With no limit but the will of the tyrant mob, which 

nd executes at once its own wild and bloody decrees ? 
be noticed, Mr. Speaker, that the great mass of the testimony 
itaken by the majority of the committee with a view toshow 

) violence, improper influences or intimidation was resorted to 

ticed by the white democrats during the late election toward 

colored voters in said parishes, for the purpose of changing or 
encing their votes; but that the cold-blooded murders, whip- 
gs, and beatings which have been perpetrated upon colored repub- 

s by white democrats during the last two years in said parishes 
e all been committed for the purpose of breaking up a system of 

x which prevailed; and a violent, but unsuccessful, attempt 

been made by interested, and I have no doubt, in many cases, 

Witnesses, to explain and justify the scores of wicked and atro- 

irders which have shocked the civilized world, caused cruelty 

ish, and brought a well- merited stain of reproach upon the white 
ile of those parishes. 

Most of this testimony is of a purely negative character, as will be 
by reference to it, which, weighed by the well-established rules 
ipplicable to such evidence, is of little value, and especially 
net by the positive testimony of such witnesses as have been 
ed to the stand by the minority of the committee. 

ch testimony, it seems to me, can have but very little weight as 


ig upon the question as to whether the colored people were in- 
dated or not. 
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le weight to be given to this negative testimony and the rule of 
ipplicable to its consideration are well illustrated by eminent 
ters whose attention has lately been called to this subject : 
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| e demo. 
| racy on account of their pronounced republicanism, and that the 
were in most instances leaders amony their race, it raises mommy 
| mind, a presumption which cannot be overcome by the testimony of 
ther murderers. 
It is not denied that these horrible crimes have been committed in 
these parishes; indeed, I understand all to admit it, but claim that 


ww to do so, from voting the 
ave been expected, the testimony adduced to establish the fact of in republican ticket ? 
i is positive and specific, giving place, date, names, and circumstances 
rebutting statements are general, negative, and vague. The man who As to the purpose nr a facts speak for them \ 
hears, and feels must always be able to speak to the point, while he who does | is e killed, or assault i the were 
ear, nor feel can only sayso. On questions of outrage, dead bodies, sears rly ¢ I ep . 
lids, and cripples are convincing witnesses elf assas 
ity men testify that they did not see a certain thing, and fifty more voter Pre« p 8 
fy that they did see that thing, which side is to be believed 2? Everybod p i te most Mt le i t 
rule of law and of common sense. One man who saw and swears to these a f violence we \ Nobody 
ity who did not see and swears to that. Strip the Louisiana case of | pla ott fact that, out 1 f known I 
and excrescences, and it is simply an illustration of this well-known | for example il we solit to vole, ex 
wie, Que man who saw that his life was in danger if he voted as he pleased ought | they were deterred by viol ‘ 
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oo Lif th 
| In these few words the Louis case, as it V mids Lup Thor 
} sands swear that they saw 3 © that did not se I Presi 
| dency of the United Stat pe in equi’ y ot t sult, upon the de 
| gree of credibility to which sucl r tes 8 d As to thes we 
| must either believe the thousand 8 ar to what iw and suffered, or the 
thousands who swear that they d t see and did not s 
| Considerable testimony has been taken by the committee tending 
to contradict the aflidavits made by the supervisors of re gistration 
and some other witnesses, which were used before the State ret t 
| ing boa lat New Orlear o tending to each tl iracte 
of said atfiants for truth | i uuching the itte tin 
dation during the reg iiion of vote ind also on the day of the 
| clection. Most of this e] f testimony es from very bitter demo 
| cratic partisans and politicians, or from defeated and disappointed 
{ candidates for office, and can, therefore, in my judgment, have very 
| little weight in the minds of candid and impartial men in determin- 
ing the grave questions involved in this investigation. But even if 
they are contradicted and shown to have made statements or admis 
sious 1 some respects inconsistent with the sworn affidavits they 
| afterward made, how can that affect or in any manner neutralize the 
| great mass of positive « coming from witnesses which the ma 
| jority of the subcommittee put upon the stand, showing that there 
was Violence and intimidat and that the statements id atti 
lavits are in fact true ? 

The majority of the committee has taken great pains to have given 
in the testimony the names of the colored members of the various 
democratic clubs in said parish : 

To my mind nothing could be more conclusive than this array of 
names of the terrible ette of the acts of violence committed upon 
the colored people of those parishes by the democracy during the last 
political canvass. 





A large number of the ¢ 


olored witnesses examined by the majority 


of the committee were ministers of the gospel, who, by theirown con 
cessions upon the stand, had studiously avoided conversing with their 
colored brethren upon the subject of politics, had taken no part in the 


canvass, and, of course, 


were entirely iorant of the sentiment and 
feelings of the colored voters their parishes upon politi il ques 


tions. 


Something has been said in the course of the examination in regard 








to there not being any republican tickets at the polling-places in the 
parish of East Feliciana at the last election. But all democratic anx 
lety on that point is set at rest by the evidence of James Law, which 
shows why there were none was because no man could be found in 
that parish bold and reckless enough to receive and distribute them, 
In regard to the test I of ma of the white witnesses I am 
| compelled to say that the despe rate and reckless manner in which 
| they testified I have never seen equaled, and I only put it in the mild 
| est form when I say that no man 10 is not blinded by prejudice, or 
willfully obstinate through partisan zeal, can read their testimony, 
taken before the comn ittee, and give it the least possible weight. 
A large number of witnesses were introduced for the purpose of 
proving that the shooting of Gilbert Carter, Isaac Mit and John 





Gair, three prominent, active republicans, was in 





i! 0 i connected 
| with political considerations, and that the killing of eighteen other 
| colored n ,in the par sh of West Fel ana, between ie 24th of 
| July, 1875, and the 24th of December, 1876, and the murder of about 
} an equal number in each of the other parishes of East Baton Rouge 
and East Feliciana, during the same ye riod of time, was not for po 


litical purposes 
shows that 


when 
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> yet 
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s Dr. Saunders pretended that he had been 
Matthews had committed the deed. 

ous statement of Dr 

nt custody by some of the friends 

and Lhave no doubt of it myself— 
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a confession which the counsel for Saunders had 
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Rouge, then lived, and while 
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in order justify all this crime and wickedness, w] 


for political purposes, Dr. Sannders comes before the committ 
swears he was poisoned, and Dr. Langworthy swears that he s 
the water that Mrs. Saunders gave him to a chem 
and discovered the presence of arsenic. 


some of 


But on cross-examination it was shown that Dr. Langw 


| totally ignorant of every principle of chemistry under whik 
i tended 


to have made the test, and that he did 
water came from upon which be had tried bis experiments 
Mrs. Saunders could have informed the committee where 
from which she gave to Dr. Langworthy, but 
unknown to me she was not called as a witness. 

In addition to this, the shows that Dr. Saunders 
toxicating liquors to excess, and has for the past ten or fifts 
and would be very likely to have just such burning sensat 
stomach as he has deseribed. 

I only desire to add that in my opinion the attempt to pr 
Saunders was poisoned was a miserable failure, and leaves 
pression a thousand times stronger upon the mind than bet 
John Gair was foully murdered, not because he was suspected 
Vising the poisoning of Dr. Saunders, but because he wasah 
and vital obstruction to democratic supremacy in those par 

It was well known to the colored people, not only of those 


not know w 


came for som 


evidence 


parishes but of the whole State, that Jolin Gair had been 1 


by the democrats, and that it was because he 


fol 


was a repub 
no other reason, 
rhe effect of it upon their minds was electric and tremend 
It was the handwriting upon the wall, comprehended at 
stood by them as an admonition and warning to all other 
publicans that they must submit to the dictates of der 
share his fate. 

That act, alone, of democratic violence, designed by one 
understood by the other, as it was, to frighten and 


| colored people in the State, would have been sufficient of 


out the scores of others which they afterward committed 
and frighten all the colored voters, so that, when the cam) 
menced in the spring of 1°76, a single word or a nod from 
democrat would have been sutticient to excite the most inter 
and drive them all into the democratic clubs, where prot: 
guaranteed, 

In order to support and fortify this false and ground| 
that Gair was in some manner responsible for the attempt 


Saunders and that when arrested he showed guilt, one of Wood 


posse swears that when he attempted to arrest him he ran to t 


him to by firing at him from the bank. 

This witness is not corroborated by any one, as none of 
six or seven men who were with him swears to anything of t! 
while one of them testifies that when they met Gair upon t 


| and were about to arrest him he drew two pistols and then ra 


The whole transaction, as detailed by these two witnesses 


| reasonable and inconsistent, in perfect keeping with the w! 
| ocratic theory in regard to all the murders and assassinatior 
nfession was to the effeet that she had some time | 


parishes, and is only another demonstration of the fraud a1 
tion to which many of the white people in that State are re 
willing to resort in order to gain power and elect Tilden tot 
idency. 

In the early part of the investigation it was boldly insinuate 


| vot into a boat, and pulled off from the shore, and that he bri 


Gair was killed by colored republicans who had become oppo 


elicited, and the names of some of the men who killed hit 


| from the unwilling lipsof Norwood, the chairman of the pa 


t 


ocratie central committee and leader of the gang, set that 1 

rest; and bis murderers hid themselves under the confess 

they could disclose no more without criminating themselves 
Phe killing of Gilbert Carter was a cold-blooded, wicke: 


attended with circumstances of malice and cruelty which s 


find a parallel in the history of crime. 
Phe men who committed it were known, and although thes 


ana, and colored men were slaughtered by hundreds without p! 
tion or mercy, and the judgnent of a just God for a time 


yet the murderers thought the time might come when force a! 


lence would give way to law and order, when truth and rig 
ness and justice should set up their standard, and murder lx 
crime to be prosecuted aud punished, then the innocent blood 
victim might be required at their hands. 

Then a denial would not save them, for those who saw the 
him from his humble cabin in the dead of the night and str 


down with a bludgeon near his own door, who heard his 


her knees in the very agony of her grief she implored then t 


| him in consequence of a split in the party, but the facts afte 


| lawlessness and savage batchery then held high carnival in Lo 
, arrest Gair, a telegram announces 
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rand beyond the power of their persecutions Prudence 
_ therefore, required that some excuse or justitication should 
r the commission of such an unnatural cerium 
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en murdered they had one of his colored neighbors befo 
emocratiec magistrate and compelled him to make oath that 
f Carter and his friends was not to organize repub 
ut to concoct a scheme to kill Barrows and his whole fam 
miserable subterfuge of deception and suboernation of 
mw attempted to be palmed off before a committee of this 
wid through that committee upon the country,as eviden rat 
snot killed for his political opinious 
Mr. Speaker,upon the men who propose it, and shame up 
which is compelled to resort to it. 
mony of a large number of colored men has been taken 


ds toshow that they joined the democratic clubs and y 


wratic ticket of their own free will, and it is quite po 
few of them may have done so; but the great mass of them, 
een from their testimony, by their confessions and admis 
the stand when subjected to a rigid cross-examination 
fact that there has been no republican clubs, and only two 
publican meetings inthe three parishes during the late cat 
enitis shown that in previous campaigns there have been 
cores of meetings in every ward, together with the fac 


I-74 the republican vote in West Feliciana was 1,358, au 

that in East Feliciana it was 1,083 in 1874, and i 

uid in East Baton Rouge it was 2,546 in 1874, and only 1,051 
s sufficient to convince an unprejudiced mind; and when no 
se is or can be assigned for the change, it becomes absolutely 
je to account for it upon any other hypothesis than that of 

ition and compulsion, 





e excuse Which las been put in the mouths of some of thes¢ ] 
iv their tormentors is so painfully similar, giving the same 
and in almost the same language, as to raise in the mind a 
rand thorough conviction, not only of its falsity, but also that 
ive learned the lessons the \ recited upon the stand from the 
sof those whom their evidence is designed to benetit. 
| ttempt to explain why every prominent republican in thos 
e parishes is now in exile, and dare not return to his home, is a 
te and utter failure, and is the very strongest kind of corrob 
ve evidence of the illegal and outrageous manner in which 
‘ ored men have been forced to vote the democratic ticket. 
The theory, which was sought to be set up, that the White League 
mization of regulators was formed and kept up for the sup 
s of theft and lawlessness, and that it never had any political 
v mee, is abundantly refuted by the fact, which the evider 


oses, that on the day of election colored men who voted the 

uocratic ticket were furnished with passports or certificates 

conduct, to be shown or used by them as a protection ag 
te Le , regulators, or any other armed democratic 

Which might chance to be prowling about the country 

se armed bands of reckless and wicked men not only shot down, 

x, and whipped defenseless colored men and women without cause 

provocation, but they entered the court-houses when the courts 
nsession, drove the judges from the bench, shot the sheriff, com 


d the police-jurors to resign, and broke up the courts, giving asa 





Lorie organiza- 


teaded reason that it was because the judge had charged a petit- 
1a manner not agreeable to the mob, but really because the 
ives and officers of the court were all republicans. 
In this connection it is worthy of remark that in none of these cases 
ive the perpetrators been brought to justice, although in nearly every 
stance it has been well known to the authorities and the peopl 
herally who they were. Now,it is no answer to this to say that the 
tts have been in the hands of the republican party, when the tes- 
shows that whenever there has been an attempt made to hold 
u of court in these parishes the courts have been broken up and 
ulges driven off by bodies of armed democrats. 
tate of the public mind among the white democracy in those 
« parishes upon political matters and the safety with which re 
cans could have advocated their principles and exercised the 
ve franchise is well illustrated by the answer given by a white 
ratie witness, called by the majority of the subcommittee 


,toa 
hn put by the chairman, in which he said that it would be saf 


lor a republican to come there to live “if he behaved him 
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Tie arrived in New Orleans fre Was rt +} : me ‘ 
nesses Which the repub! \ ers « com t \ cle ‘ 
to « ind wl were cog of al facts ere the é e 
int t ty 1 thei es t ya es, and it th tes 
mony could not be obt ed CS t was t < there 

I t also have Ie ell Known to the majority of the commit 
tee that those repul ith w e and colored, who remained at 
tl r homes ) not « ‘ » « wfore the committee in said 
par ( stif { li { \ ence and bod harn [rpm white 
demon 7a. ‘ t and heat wen estil med they 
THTist ‘ e } red ‘ ul lee forced to 

rat ‘ 1 iot dare 

{ ( \ the p 1 ! ti tiikel eso through 
tear o1 co i 

Armed and lied ‘ i for il pour 
vance, as T haves ve lic of a | erte the first 
step Was to divide ft ‘ ite ity ee t it tl 
testimony should be take the several pas es ere the wit 
1eSN« vould be confronted and surrounded heou ) 
timidated and subdue 

Phis arbitrary and L cles ! tu ly 
t Lor yolthe co 4 ~ ‘ u ‘ te 
of the repnblican members 

by this dec onot t 1a ft ft ’ i 
for the Senate comm e, we should have been deprived o ‘ 
mony of many of the me hack yx il | vledy f the aets 
of violence and murder com ed by white ce era ‘ t! 
late political canvass trl i ene ‘ I of po i ili ‘ 
and intimidation 

It was the business of this committee to ascerta ind repor 
the facts in regard tot! t ’ Lou ina, And the poe ’ 
vho knew would seem to | ‘ hate soul of informatio 
this the majority has, to a es i extent, cat off, and the people 
ill demand of them some good reason for such an arbitrary and w 
just exercise of their p s 

I have not had the 1 «, Mr. Speaker, to sort out a ssi f he 
testimony so as to vive the baie { 1 WItbesses me ¢ denes 
applies to ea { ‘ Ll from the « t | ther ! 
board Neither sho Ll em lMCCeSSATY OF nportant toad 0 l 
had the time wecause | ed thata man whe 
take the trouble oren my iw tlhave done \ come 
resistibly to the same that I have, that the returning 
board had ¢ cle ee! etol to pustify thee mrotevery 
democrat! ote i lisputed or bu lo lL par es 

Mr. Speaker, I went to Louisiana determined if possible to satisfy 
i y own! Lin rewat to the truth of e reports Tha heard of the 
condition of society in that State, and the itimidation of the col 
ored people, and T not ¢ gave close attention te the estivath 
which was conducted by the committee, but wherever | went T sought 
out both white and colored republicans ad urges em to e be 
fore the subcommittee and assist in conduet he examination of 
the witnesses, as the cde eratic part Was aiwa repre Lb 
men who prepared witnesses and suggested questions but wa 
formed by them, in every instance, either persona ‘ ‘ t 
that they dare not do it, o1 en come tomy lodgings to see me, for 
if the V should the i ] ves VOU be i d ill er a8 SOOT al t i ‘ , ill 
tee had gone 

I have also taken great pa ; to talk with colored men whon I 
have accidentally met in all of said parishes in regard to their com 
ing before the subcorumittee to te fy, and every one of them, wit 


out a single exception, with whom [have conversed upon the subject, 
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has te 


1d me that if he should go upon the stand and testify to all the 
acts of violence and intimidation which he knew, or had good reason 
to believe had been practiced up his people, his life would pay the 
forfeit. Thev have invariably told me that they did not want to be 
summoned before the cor tee. but if the ere the ! 
dure to testify. 

Such, sir, is the evidence, and upon that evidence I have 

the conclusions I have stated 


With such convictions fastened upon my mind, I have no hesitation 
in saying that in my judgment, notwithstanding all that may be said 
with regard to the action of the returning board, Hayes and Wheeler 
fairly and honestly carried the State, and that her electoral vote 
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When, in the proy idence of God, slavery was abolished 
land,and universal liberty and treedom were estab 
ef Jehovah through the instrumentality of His peo] 
and causeless rebellion had been crushed out 
and suffrage proe laimed, the re public an party, 1 
spirit of forgiveness and patriotism, sought to bind uy 
L restore the 
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quence of this mist: 
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passed intothe hands of unwort! 
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who receive the governme 
ishonest and | Wh 
vreat may} 
patriot 
ns, and the 
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y the democracy for 
tly calculated to breed a spu 


f retaliation and 
las grown up all over the S« 
ol dissipated habits and 


bitterness and preju 
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he 


to nets ¢ 
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ven 
not subscril l uti f lemocrati¢ 
colored rept Cs thou nds; and now, hav 
1 made their name and 


responsibility by charging 
iry despotism of the republican part 
nly unkind, but it is untrue | 
is not responsible for the past evils endured by or tf 
fortunate and unhappy condition of the people of | 
every law of Congress, every act of the State Le 
which the \ complain, and eve ry United States soldier se 
been absolutely necessary to protect the lives and prope! 
fensive and law-abiding citizens against the lawless and 
duct of the democracy of that State. 
Mr. Speaker, we have been often told during the last { 
| that the mission of the republican party is ended and that 
iy these terrible and blood } Use fulness are passed. 
ul with desolation and death Sir, as well might we be told that the mission of the Say 
cannot plead iguorance or | kind has been accomplished before the last wandering 
| l act of violence has | brought in and there is bat one fold and one shepherd 
iave known that the No, sir, the mission of the republican party is not ended 


colored people and r not and will 


ane 
“vy ] 
not be until every man, be he bond or free, ri 

white or black, can go to the ballot-box and deposit the b 

represent thirty : choice without fear or intimidation as well in Mississippi a 

propose to steal by den ana as he can in Massachusetts and Vermont. 

iaranteed to them by Whenthat glad day shall come, and that noble work 

complished, then, and not till then, may we be told that 


y wir account, and the | lican party has outlived the days of its usefulness, or tha 
same voice which will place Ruther and patriotic mission has been fullfilled. 

1 chair taat they cease their cry of In the face of this public record, and under the blazing 
ind military despotism, and turn their | history of Louisiana for the past ten years to which I have 
ind purifying of their own party, to stop- | referred, the opposition have the brazen effrontry to tell 
: th 


Linen for opinion sal e, and restoring order, iat the electoral vote ought 


| den carried the State and 
for him. 
I am one of those, Mr. Speaker, who in common with thous 
ther republicans solemnly believe that Hayes and Wheele! 
gally and fairly elected on the 7th of November, and I | 


deserve to ' ! mpa- | the beginning down to this moment resisted every attempt 


people. They must take the power 
| h the marauding bands 
e; set up the standard of law 


rity of the government; 
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been made by the democracy to frighten the republican } 


5 I 
} 


onviction 


if there had been no violence or int 
the hands of ign an south, : assinations or massacres, no wh 


md the adn atio ) 1 . ind the eolored men had be« 
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. 1 . 
i deplore such a 





IL, St 


stitution, 


ill storms an ‘ ) Vill | Lin the f t 























nd trusting in the judgment, intelligence, and patrio ( | ' 
in people for a safe deliverance from all our tronbk | t from the SEEN N \ ] { 
Speaker, the republican party had a right to supp tha © less t » 4- ) { | ‘ 
of universal suffrage, that principle which unde { tainly \ 
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re Department in the Assay Office in New York—Its utility on | tion to the subject, he same recon 
; Ifon. Thomas Corwin, Hon. W. H. Seward, a { 
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SPEECIL OF HON. ELIJAIL WARD, _ | advantage was asked for that city, but simply tha 
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of the continent, it é ent that ere the chief et ¢ 
H.R. No 4472) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, a mereo is there also the precious met vill center 
penses of the Government for the year ending June 39, 1 nd f clear that in the | ere sh et | 
eee re ising their Va ( i is em l pa 
Mr, WARD. Mr. Speaker, having in the preceding session of Con true at all times especia 
ss Introduced a bill providing for coinage in New York, and asthe | desirous of a safe and e ul re toa cu 
ttee to whom it was referred have omitted to report thereon, | the commercial standard of t) 
the bill now under consideration is the one through which appro- | It may be argued that the imps < " 
us for coinage are made, I deem the present opportunity suit- | the citizens of the center of the exchanges of the Union tos 
for calling the attention of the House to a subject of much im pecie to and fro, for | of miles, are to 
ice, not only to the city and State I have in part the honor of | by modern facilities for rapid : iteve 
esenting, but also to the country at large. curred for freightage may be, it ) itextenta tax | 
(he signs of the times unequivocally demonstrate that inflation | New York, but ultimat the nat und : 
no longer inflate, and that by anatural reaction a most favorable | cign and domestic tras I ‘ ‘ 
r returning to specie payments is near at hand. Gold has | the representativesot \ teu l 
heen at a preminm of less than 5 per ceut. Our exportations | pass and repass to \ Yor : l 
arge; our mines are prodn ing vast quantities of the pre sfemi tends t ul { i s ( 
smetals; and ¢ urrency is yet abundant at low rates of interest, he risk, expense, a ( t 
igh during the year ended on the Ist day of November, 1276, | theit itural « npol I p 
re bad been a decrease of nearly $25,000,000 in the amount of | are continued, be hinderances to 1 product f 
hal-bank notes. Since the act of Jane 20, 1874, came into oper U1 States and 
the outstanding amount of these notes has been 1 ‘ M ms ofa 
MM) 
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report of the 
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Mr. PHILIPS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, in returning tot 


commission Which sent to South Carolina, I wis 


with some observations and retleetions which I ty 
hont interest t he m 1 peopl deeply concer 
I jh! 


nibles of that State. Th \ attorney under 

tee went to South Carolina limit sagency main 

ition of the vote cast for presidential electors. | 
such work, to be thoroughly done, took within its rang 


of inquiry, developing collateral facts and ciren 
1 assay office was established in ‘ curring to illustrate and explain the true and 
to ne 30, IR76, lel ar l ( ] i eleetion. 


SOLL had been ce posite it . I i al n lo comprehend a politic ul contest and it 


redas bars of fine ina, one must go and look at it. The me 


out of nsideration the » mints at 1 | this day is pre-eminently the product of American 1 

Denver, which are to be judged by a different | prise. His faculty for pertinent and impertinent inquiry 

don the production of the precious metals in | ity for acquiring and manufacturing lnformation vw 
plains of the continent and the Pa- | stances of discouragement to a modest man, or to one 


nufactured at the mints and essay | and less cheek, make him the marvel of the 


‘76 were manufactured in pluck and perseverance the country is 
\ 7 


amounted to S318, 


“6.66, ures, true and untrue, of the political, 
ogether $443, i7, | tions of South Carolina. But to know ealize 
a twentieth part of their amount at w | ditions actually are, you must see them with the ey 
t was nearly ten millions, ($9,025, 2 portray them, much less can I hope to paint them w 
yet more striking; the total v: the bars | words of mine. This fact was ineftaceably impressed uj 
ind issued at the mint of Philadelphia and th in my first day’s experience in the State. 
nk and Boise having been $&,791,5 rhe committee decided to visit informally the capitol at | 
s(8",602,991) were made ; i 7 and look in upon its renowned Legislature. There w: 
Ll thousand (S1R88,599) at hail porn heavens and none in the faces of the people. Phe a 
ive proofs of the natu tel dlay see med but a prototype of the sorrow and 
w York, rather than every face. Two of my associates, with n 
cely be imagined advance of the rest of the committee, m 
York would be | The sight that caught my eye at the very 


¢ tor their coinage. If any | was not novel. I had seen its counterpart 


dreds of miles for the sole pun court-houses were occupied with military reert 
micht as well be conferred at | aspect of guns stacked, bayonets bristling, set 


and the ly ns why the | cooking utensils in disorder, rnde bunks, and ; 
habit, | s lls. n rling the odors of nnsavory 
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rway to the upper floor, the hall and passw I 
itatives presented a Strane se t i \ i er ~ \ 
women and men, intermingling and jabber i ect rt 
, with huckster stands in ¢ very Corner iacden pt ily »a longwex Daly ‘ “4 S 
nuts and the provincial gingercake. The hulls of the their enterprises, emas ’ eir energies dl hted theit 
the crumbs of the gingereakes lay in profusion over the 30 stung and quick lt , that eve ‘ s 
mingled with tebacco-jnuice, cigar-stumps, and negt ibies, | Chamberlain called a halt int reer of 1 | 
» broom, scrubbing-committee, or wet-nurse gly | saw last summer that he, f +) prefe . : 
ted fora fortnight. The doer to the hall of tives | the polit a 
t ' ’ 4.7 , 1 } ‘ 


Inmates 
vividly 














} j 
such as, 1 ad, we sto } 
it it) 


anner and cried: 















. ‘ ‘ee) the curses and maledict of the | . i } 
1 truth, stolen : ; : : ; , 
should cause her to repent bitterly of her fatal satu it s dl 
o heven Falstat? was ashamed, but not Governor Chamberlain. | humble het pride and leave her perpetually kneelin ke ty 
. . ' , . 
is neither, howe in that defiance, springing from the ins other amid ‘the thicl ves of her unreturning dead,” plea 
ce, tomenunused to power, nor in t bludgeono1 ) ri} for peace and merey, +deemed as retributiv just ] ip \ 
ly displayedasthe baston of authority, from which the cit hich seems to have f ‘tten Christ’s Sermon on the Mou rhevy 
ivy nerve and sensibility shrunk so unresistingly as from ought. if there was one spot on southern soil where their footine was 
sof miserably bad whisky, exhaled trom the breath of t ‘ e, it was South Ca rhey thon | ae ‘ ot 
rardict lo me ittwwas as the breathof the ster that | 4 simple absolute For cle ra t mtend for part ” 
the conquering mareh of Regulus. I halted midway be in its gove ent { ‘ dow! tt ) nel tl 
‘ } a 4 ] at 1 ' S 
st ell neis Ob TWoverly, Where I Wis rouaely ra ead by tin ce of 








f s high oflice, embla 





































































































other he grasped the revolver. I fell k in« eorsuch trict ipon tl row yal rertic is to rf 
I was ascertained we were from Wa on l | i ith their social pl ‘ ri of ) 0 thie iD 
e powel to call on the Federal Army, the door is orts, and to subject ‘ ot t 
vere permitted to look in upon the sacred te re eprivation of their 1] Lenee i t el 
Carolina law is made. It was a spectac no intelliae campaion and ele ‘ e me e& pre e] 
fend unless he fattened and battened on such I dl the polls, armed ‘ rie ra 
etter express that Legislature than to say that it was « ravine like fier rnate at every colored man ' ed of 
There was visible but one white man in it; that was tl otter of voting at at chat « to tear from the “ts , din 
Mackey. Thesergeant-at-arms was a negro; the door! 1 le of freedor ne fror he | es e orl ent ‘ ' 
rro3 pages and attendants were negroes; t loli] { The eseape of 1 O's { 
nea the atmosphere wave un den of ¢! : 
groes. Amony its members were so colored : 
dabilityv, of a certain el i yf laved ‘ t Kirk Allowa ha f sr ale ) 
parliamentary usage and w fa n for »ran the aunt le f i pia i ‘ ‘ 
egate, however, was assembled ignoranee, grotesqu 1) of these sable goddesses of ( 
s enumbersof them totally illiterate, unable to read or write 3 Hence it is, also, tl © ¢ ‘ ‘ the facet 
em mene boys, indicating that the South Carol »] scription in tie Stat t! of t co l t 
litician, and her statesmen are indigenous to the cotton- | own color Phey seem to think it 1 natural for hites ) 
(d rice-field. In the hall of representatives they loll i t vote the democratic ticket, | | for lored 
nee, with feet on top of the desks that look like secows uy lan »exercise any treet ( ’ ! hor ! ) 
beach for repairs. Numbers of them were sinc 0} the democrati ket 1 u cle ‘ ‘ I oO 
if a locomotive had rushed under full head of steam } heroism and n I L so { 
ithe hallit would not have sent up a much denser voluine of | religiousexcomm it or] entof abrutal sever hoel 
ing to humanity. \ ‘ | dlete edto t ‘ Over 
In these days of “ piping peace” and advanced republican ideas, we | ment of the State and nat toa They ha rown Weal 
ir much of Congress guaranteeing to each State a republican form | and sick over promise piel ae eh 
ernment. What a theater is South Carolina for the exere of | among them tor offi hey 1 ) ent of labor 
‘high Federal function. That Legislature is a complete autocracy the gnawings of inereasing Vi s ( reve ere | 
0 in, the speaker, is the Legislature. He seems to devise all | lawlessness unchecked ; and t ‘ ed t it wa t th 
isures puts before the house what he sees fit, and decides this o oftice and destiny of tl ‘ ira to rpeans to tl 
asure carried as he prefers it. Its whole legislation is polit- | marchiag oul of Jol Lore ind give their satirage to a set « ‘ 
id partisan. Its aim and work has been and is to maintain in | who care not what becomes of ¢! p of ) it the \ 
State the supremacy of those who live and thrive thro he | themselves “1n the co of their 
tituent elements of such a body. Not one measure of financial | of South Caroli too ‘ er f i 
eliora people prostrate with poverty and taxation was devised upon the 1 rep { roi velear 
N ng was done to revive her smitten industries or revitalize her | sky, that the south : l the 
ble prosperity. Nailed to the cross of pros¢ ription are her great eri ite } 
(U best men, who when they cry out for relief get only the vine- Bound together t nd those 
rot derision and when they ask for bread they receive only astone. | ing from family as tions, the i ! ( est 
ler eleemosynary institutions were unprovided for. The deaf, the | they have stop to I ! lence of God 
b, the blind, the Innatic, God’s afilicted and God’s poor, were all , they 1 t] races t t ( ) t 
to hunger and perish or be let loose, erying and howling, upon a) and segre ‘ ! " philosophy than 
already in despair. But care was taken to install Cham- | of pra | po that t ’ ‘ t t and a 
ud his cabinet under guard of Federal bayonets and turn | mon destiny, ] i for ( ( prosperity t it 
r two years more the body-politic and industrial interests of | is the s S10 { tes va ! t ? 
“tate to be plucked bare by the swarm of insatiate vultures he | type of ed p ‘ eng ( 
sto commission for all the county offices in the State. lier and Huge 1 ) el 
) ligher evidence of the miseries and woes throneh which that | « ths of degra | 
le have passed in the last decade could be furnished than the f the superior rac { 
stof the republican party that this Legislature is of a Ligher | is a better destiny for than to be 4 nee, i 
- : 











terthan its predecessors and that Chamberlain’s administra wne of contentio ey to faction 
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rom the Stat 


hee 
y complaint against, or had had his as 
ered, “*No; because I would not have got just 
not get justice in South Carolina; not down there.” 
tion of the truth of this is best illustrated by the fol 
} from the testimony of Judge Carpenter, a republic 
| of the Circuits of that State, delivered before the 


| Congress a few years ago; 


speech, for it in- 
mode possible 
cannot judge of 


1 here 


propos to this 
tee growing out 
old man, ¢ rip} leda 

e, had 1 i his fi : nwi hey had fed him ; 
had counseled him. | mined ote with them. 
he was taken out hi howe s colored ne 


hy 


lashed and carved in hellish ernel with a “bull 
Lhe trial justice issued his warrant for the arrest 
petrators of this outrage. When the constable and h 
the arrest they were set upon bya i negroes, 
Chamberlain’s militia companies, 
nets. The prisoners were rescucd; two of the posse w 
rightfully mutilated. Oneof them was left on the field. 
is head was shot off; and with a barbarity that would 
1 


and the produc Irig 
exuberant now in h 


¢ orator on | atrocities of the savage bute hers of Custer’s command, 


them as that |} amberlain’s conservators of law and guardians 
vo. } dignity of the Stat took cotton-stalks and dr: 

med Abram | of this poor man, yet warm and almost sentient 
fortitude life; j ist as at the massacre of ( ainhoy, after shoot 

to run for | armed and helpless whites, they hacked the bodic« 


he became | arms, and hewed the flesh until the victims almost ¢ 


e wasreviled, | nition of family and friends. I have no heart nor la 
recitals. Like Mark Antony 


ther wit 
nor utterar nor the 
en's blood: T only spe 
uu that, which you yourse 
mum sweet Psat + wounds 
And bid them speak for me 


} 
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On pages 192 of the subcommittee’s report, part 
will be found the testimony of a colored man nan 
Che following questions and answers tell their ow: 


vey their own moral: 


Question Why did von not vote earlier? 
Because I was afra ot 
were you afraid to \ 


of t stri I 


nse 820 could 
and they said if I don't co 
hty lashes on the bar 
d that Cor wife | to squall, and one fellow cut her across the head anu 
lack parliame it, tril it it Ko Ttelled the m I wana ve for Genera 
. l e strike is going on and nobody to govern 
grand j rors cure ten hundred of them and make aman do what 
ition of the United States didn't allow cowhiding 
for Hampton they kill me and so I had to wait until I gota 


rt ae e M ijor Stone . ‘ A good many fellows who wanted to vote the way I did, d 
| that } hi ' i ! as } afraid I suppose al ' 
Charleston. Ie was one 0 - ‘ 


about nineteen or twenty of them. A 
at all After the sheriff go down there they thras 
omitting ¢ tain counties trom low ey to do that 


1amberlain govei en th ame out there, Mr, Sams 
Y North somewhers 
rathered and 
: vas white mens, and the 
committee and recogm 1 r, being © tria ice out th 
nore the bil | 


who at Charleston 
for the minority of the committee. Ile 
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fortunes. Last, though not lea 












ral Government has been so repeatedly invoked t terfere sno | 
domestie broils and disturbances that it has virtually ema ll the evidence ta ( ) dd 
the State government. The vitalizing energy of home rule sta e ) 
Instead of self-governing, the State is either governed f it to repub I 
r lefta prey to the worst Passions and disp sitions Of the lement that there was 
thin her borders. Therefore the people, relieved of that it ep s S \ 
seit dependence which is the i: spiration OL local sell Ove 1 Iw i I 
ve either relapsed into indiflerent despa ror total re ince on I tv were re ¢ 
military force. So that, if they swing to and fro o { i fra I . 
irchy or the maelstrom of moboeracy. it is the logical res vy were d ) ‘ i 
and worl of the republican party in the State. I S the box t i ‘ 
vel iment of force. Itis violative of the fundamental idea ¢ l hit. + 
stituiions. It rests not on the consent of the governed out by ¢ ns ¢ ‘ 
Its itions were laid on the yet hot ashes of consuming wat No | the Sta vent rl ( \ ( " ( 
ne resting upon the granite of the Constitutiou, ce ted | the real vote of \ ep ‘ i 
al | propped up by bayonets, it Is a continuing souree ol erechh | { } te Stile > ASCE . 
| ywehension, and must, before the sweeping winds of 1 Col tl real vote at ‘ t ( ‘ I 
creasing healthy public sentiment, go down and ts red fre ( 
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F this sense of insecurity reliance on mere brute force, | for Tile 
; g asa free lawful election in the State is scarcely possible. Lhe rep ca ) 
ho control the State regard not its laws. } South Ca ha Lo ( resul 
~ section 3, of her constitution provides that the wicked, mad, ar of that p j ) 
ty of the General Assembly to provide from tim t for t Ne or t State a t tt \ 





















e electors are permitted to vote at any precinct in tle a sith vee can = ito 1 ’ | | 
With the polls and the returns in the hands of the gover ee 
ypointees there is no limit to the voting capacity of i South ore and wave Mr - 2, e ( ib . 
( L patriot, rhe election law of the State requires that the of the gove apa ‘ ht} iI A lie ss os ! > “a ‘ 
hall be by ballot: that the ballot shall be folded and pl ed | OVE Kneeland a apy S ‘ ; andl 
wx by the voter. The evident object of the law is to se rea Orman ¢ r 1 if 
ssion of the voter’s will, by enabling him to cast a secret bal Poe: + pe ; cant re “ 
Lhe evidence shows that in Charleston and Beaufort Counties this sie in po t as ( , 
t lly disregarded. The republic an tickets wert printed . nvel a ] ot 
vith a flaming “ spread ea ” at the top. so that when thr vent v tt on ) ‘ i 
is folded its political char lainly discernible tot tthe me ! ‘ 
of negroes that invariably thronged the polls. The vote vanish from pu 






s required to hold up to the view of the crowd his ballot in | © Picts ne ee : hf 
Ly le taking the voter’s oath. The only exception to t! ere ee : : 7 ; 




































ket was in the city of Charleston, where the republica perity Tests 
ted a ticket with a crowing cock on the back and a represt Pee 1} Xu 
of a hustings meeting with a speaker rampant, the artiller ee ee eee 
, and the crowd shouting. This ticket should be preserved | °°" 
wehivesof Congress as evidence of what asecret ballot means in | NOT of « I prs 
an South Carolina. Old chanticleer in life-size, on the ba ng oF : : 
s [suppose awaking the echoes of the precinct every time a ars 
red voter tallied one for Hayes by crowing out “ Loi-al-i-te!” | oe , a 
scene below it, as large as a patent-medicine sign, is signifi- | ieee harg ue} ; eee ie ee 
It represents, Lassume, Tim Hurley, one of the Hayes clectors, | Ch — 64! oe ti : 
ve the ignoble crowd, telling the “ cullud gemmen” to send A, | “HEY are to-day His lea vr : a 
lord and all the other sixteen ne crroes to the L rislature ind the arts, NOY leveled thei a 7 : ' 
l olden times again would come, of Greeneville and Columbia | *" racter and ql EN a aor : 
road “slush.” The classic motto over the Gatling gun, (the great | @@ fanquam ¢ ' 
tor in recent Southern politic 3°" Let her bang, ye heroes: victory | replant, Phi = ; . , . ; ae 
!” typities, I suppose,the triumph of the military over the civil Serpent 18 Just the : ; Voamoel 


y. The apparent unbounded enthusiasm of the motley crew |! Ul A “ied ; : 
1 and around him is born, L imagine, of the anticipated return, | GHAMDerain, governor, how Celens | 
case of Victory, of those days of golden harvests described in the | *’ah Chavree Moses to BODEN ; 


ort of the joint congressional committee, made in 1572, touching Barring a few inter ys pa ; = 

















_& a . seat lI moretothe worst I es of tl] lb] CO { hat State 
atlairs of South Carolina, as follows: catered More to , , ; 

nals of the last session of the Legi ow thata ition ap a ae te rig rt oreleaer 

i to adjourn on the 7th day of Ma ep ‘ fy rn teller ; : : 
















r to that time show great activity lind I i re of privat It has almost ré proau i S th Car iW ( Hast 1 A 
)vet through by the day tixed for adjournment In the house, particu ] natie of Hyde r All. I 3Wee) { t! banat 
sso, holding frequent night sessions as late as the ot mic ght Ihe lj rof the p litical ea ha { \ t 
of the house shows that on the 4th day of March, only three days prior to th a fv It ‘ Jeans | 
djournment, tl house took a recess from ten o'clock « to ne cmmders Oo war, ; ele i ’ ( 
t e evening One KF. I. Moses, jr.. from Br } Ne vi van ¢ burdened property vit 1 cor r faxe t 
er of the hous« There was a negro member of the house by the me of wk now as che »as i é | 
per who was the proprietor of fast horses. Moses and Whipperhad ma Pa | tween blac] ly t ric \ 
i race for $1,000 a side. The race was tixed to come off o1 ud 4 f +} oe . i | 
ind the explanation of the recess on that day is, that the hou i y | Che land-owners. ; : ’ 
1 this horse-race. The race was run: and the speaker lost the bet of & white man sought t l’o d ere I 
8 afterward, on the day of tinal adjournment, and the ry ‘4 preferred a lay hee his 1 eri 
he house, as shown by the journal, was a mot ! nv W p I t | to get nn for himss | . _—_ TP ' P 
of $1,000 be voted to the speaker of 1 { . ee : 
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correcting the fraud. And this Certificate N ; 
S by the electors duly and honestly appointed, at 
i mrimnally correct as certified by the governor under the i 
snow also be fore us Claimiug out recognition 
a correction of the wrong done by these Hayes elects 
iy of later date than t wrong. It mitted 
n that the law was not ex post facto ; and it isalso adinit 
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Che Government holds a mortgage but up 
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ied by the Judiciary Committee, and suppose instead 


as the law has prescribed, the Government requires « 
, Where isthe railroad in this country similarly sit 
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it. ippose net earnings 


md such a drain upon its resources for five years 
in this case would be inevitable between the original fil 


holders and th 


e Government as a second-mortgage bondho 
vho does not know in such a contest, with seventy miillio 
bonded debt hanging over these eighteen hundred miles of 1 
net earnings, Government bonds, Government interest, and 
thing else would be swept away. 
But what would the net earnings amount to even at ‘ 
| construing the net earnings to mean what I believe the co 
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revent these corporations under their charters fro 
employés until their list shall be as rast { I 
ers? Who is to regulate the salaries that are to be paid, 
ver of side-tracks that are to be } > Tomy mind ther 
is been introduced into this Congress a bill more indetinite 
ertain as to its results, and more liable to utte rly deceive us 
it the great object we have in view. I do not ech e that 
«roads would thus attempt to employ long lists of a its who 
their stoc¢ kholders or parties lite rested in the corporations. 
ot charge that large salaries are to be paid so as to consume the 
ts. and thusdefraud the Government. O,no,sir; far be it from 
ike such a charge but Linsist thata bill wh i proceeds upon 
sis, offers such inducements, and presents such temptati $ 

yrine ple and ought not to pass. 
LPH. If Congress has the right to alter or amend 
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this company, it s int 

of which the Senator from Georgia is speaking ote 

ulditional legislation against any such danger as he sug 
As to the managers of the corporation hereatter being stock 
[ assume that the courts Will step in and protect the Govet 
I think the Senator in making the ar ( does a 

se Who are now managing and who may hereafter manag 

I have no idea that the managers could ever be brought to 
hinwquity as he sugvests ih his view of the case, 

Mr. GORDON, I distinetly disclaimed in my remarks making a 

re, lam attacking the bill upon its princip!| Undoubt 
Senator is correct. If Congress can interfere £lioetur vi 
ter and amend this contract session after session, bring ‘ 
‘ » Congress and try them year aiter year, lf we cal ! 
s, abrogate contracts, OF Violate stipulations as we lea 
tedly we could Say that they should pay their presice ut \ 
d dollars a year; that they should only run one train a week ; 
hould employ one conductor to manage two tri such 
rdity can be supposed, Undoubtedly wecan do: nt thi but I | 
i that it is not the purpose of the Congress nor of the c« puntry 
charge of these railroads and manage them as a Government 
It is with a view to rid these companies of the Te W 
em and to get rid of the trouble the y are giving us that I ws 
i settlement, definite, final, which will pay the debt and save 
ir credit and our honor. 

I have already shown that there are seventy millions of outstand 
, ortgage bonds over these roads, and have expressed "the 
for which I have given cogent reasons, thatif the net earnings 

defined as the Judiciary Committee defines them, and we 
quire 25 per cent. of that sum paid in annually, thes racks 
ecome bankrupt. Whi, sir, some of them are already banl 
of these roads are in the hands of a receiver now I 
0 lig it1ONns Aas they have to mes t. W ith such a bonded 
1, for one I shall never consent to jeopard ze the erest 
vermment by relying upon any such feeble probability as net 
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ted from the Railroad Committee, and I eall the attention of the 
to that point espe ially, we have ple dae d, in order to secur 
Government against loss, the income from thirteen hundred miles 
road. To four hundred and odd miles of this road the Govern 
t has never given adollar. Iam discussing the possibilities of 
¢ this money secured to the Government of the | ed Stat 
der the provisions of these two bills. According tothe caleulat 
en far better versed in figures than myself, according to the ablest 
ies, the provisions of the bill reported by the Comu e \ 
ilroads will meet all the indebtedness and interest assumed b 
rnment and half a million over. 
But suppose I am mistaken in that. Suppose the railroad cor 
tee is mistaken, and the actuaries are mistaken ; what then ? Does 
ill provide no provision for such a contingency? Are let 
it resource? Is there w remedy? Yes, Mr. President, a re 


prompt, direct, ample. What is it? Here it is 
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measure for the | the near prospect of so great a calamity. Civil war 
ant horrors and the dreaded desolation that always follo 
stared us in the face. 
It was in view of this dread emergency that the elect 
framed aad passed through both Houses by democratic 
trusted to the frail hope that one honest republican from 


er Houses of Congress or the Supreme Bench woul 


who would rise above partisan hate and fairly consider « 
In the 1 , of Senator CONKLING, the duty of the hour 
find onest and true re sult, to declare it, bow to it 
found that th by it.” 
ar amounted We have suffered the bitter humiliation of defeat. All 
hese roads, | the proce edings of this mock trial the oectoroon commission, 
ment, therefore, has | vote of cight to seven, have steadily refused to find the * ho 
introduced by my- | true result,” and have in every instance reiterated the voice 
of loss ; : infamous returning boards as the will of the people. Phe 
hausted If I believed erossed and recrossed he track of their own decisions w 
S just { levisla less hardihood. So far as I can see, not one ray of judic 


I bel dl »| shines through the diabolical partisanship of their decisio: 


ike 25 per cent. he tory will characterize them as little less infamous than the | 
be, instead of Spercent. | returning board itself. No t sean ameliorate the 
if I believed the Supreme Court | silence can give them oblivion, and no antidote can 
time this interest was due; if I} act the effeet of their damnable partisanship. 
the proposition and could pay this As a distinguished democratic member of the commission exp! 
e themselves from the clutches of | it, “the deed is done.” The voice of the people, no long 
ieved that the Judiciary | is hushed, and upon the dismantled ruins of a free and cor 
advanced by the ballot, heretofore supposed to be the only power that ¢ 1 e] 
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; annot vote for that | the democracy, and especially the southern democracy, can b 
‘railroad companies; be- | up by the paltry honors of office which a usurper may give. 
sive litigation, and jeopardizes | would gladly accept justice ; but can it be said that this peop I 
lvanced to these companies. | have been plundered of everything but honor, are now willing to oi 
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h degeneracy! The stench of corruption is even now rising | fall that | f 
e battle we have just fought and lost. The vultures are as ines vy tl 

» feed in high carnival upon the carcass of a prostrate | in their judgme ‘ S 
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eful and humiliating sy “ h a 
( ‘ fagistrate who is in pose Lby fraud iwpon the American peo the great nt ¢ $ 
Phe praise that now finds re rance from frand-practiced | abounds. 
3 to] Lbut to rnin and ee It is the disintegration of In ec lusion, I arm ¢ t | ysay that t 
ratic party, the party of the Constitution and the law, the | that one of 1 i" i 
through which we can only find deliverance from frand and try | l t pa 
ol Let it go forth now that we link our political destinies | to the fe re ‘ e vreat 1 
rty that tramples upon the Coustitution and the laws years’ ¢ IS I 
ll grasp the hand of every honest, noble brother wl] ve! 
he found who denounces fraud and usurpation, and we wi 
h the desperate men who have betrayed the trust reposed in | Electoral Vote of Louisiana 
ls that nocrime is so abhorrent tothe liberty- loving cit — 
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IN tHE House oF REPRESENTATIVES, happily constructed udjusted p Ul machine that parti 
February 24, 1377, San ingenuity has ever i fed to cont Laur ¢ ons. No 
. party in this country tha " ) psuece iflord to be wit t 
On the de ions of the electoral commission one In the hands of me possessed of 1 | o do justies ’ 
Mr. BLISS. Mr. Speaker, when Least my vote for the billcreating | the genius of its inventor tean be made to cour otes that were 
oral Connnission [did so in good faith and perfeet honesty, | never given with a fac i L onl ) + I » con t 
f tin & greab ibajority oF my fellow-citizens, that JUSTICE those that were actu y cast by le ul ote ] th ulds to 
rendered by sich acommission selected fromthe highest crade votes of one party wl t subtracts fi ithe str rth he I 
| le of this country. At the outset it ws perfectly evident a process which cannot fa fo ol ad out \ tol for ost 20 
one that wrong and foul play had to be investigated in order | interest it is ru It | \ t-b ‘ pone 
mine to what party the great prize of the Presidency be- | iant mystitication any slight of hand performances with which th 
But when a commission created for the sole purpose of in- | most expert and practic jugeler ever mized and bew ered an 
ng those foul wrongs refused, and refused by a partisan vote | andience. Blitz in witnessing in f operation, would have hung 
»7 continuously, to look into the prima facie case of these | his head in impotent Me the «ar éances of the Davenport 
vs, mv faith in the fairness of such a tribunal beeame not only | brothers would pale their ineffectual tires before it, and the 
but in the great interest of the people I believe Iam justi- | of mathematic s stand apy ed at its power to eount 
denouncing their decisions. Many gentler v0 ee ‘ oral bill when that measare 
well aware, sir, that my voice may be impotent to right this | was before the Hou ‘ ‘ ‘ the meaning of the rel 
rong done toa whole nation, but the time will come, I will ‘count ” as nsec in the « e of the Constitution wil pre i 
to say, When the country will sustain the good and honest | counting the elector te, but if t ave umn itta 
hat prompted the members who have honestly and faith- | a problem that will make their heads swim, let them 1 ‘ el 
ped create this commission, and will denounce those men ike to expla it that word mea the vocabulary of t Lo 
defeated the worthy object in view. Lretur board. The law which created it provides that 
It is perfectly self-evident that trickery has been one of the ele , f f 
ts used to accomplish this nefarious business, beeause if those | 1 d, then t vaicane e fille eof ) 
ous Who were originally on the committee which created the so rl 4 ed ey] er to fill va I 
ompromise bill had faithfully believed that they could not | o) ad of time It i ot without be rof da 
stigate frands and illegalities they should never have consented | for t vi dno « tence, but * iy be witl . 
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Su lihink it the duty of a representative of the people to us¢ all le continue its spontaneous! yutionsthan when it first bewar W he 
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er, I think that the state of affairs which have been developed | ( ampbell’s last ma 
f the 7th day of November last, is now so well known that there is i lef 
t one tribunal that ought to give the final verdict. That tribunal I 
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t counting arepublican President in and a democrat 
vas a proceeding that somebody else had an interest 
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ers were not fully satisfied as to how the country would 
board must be fumigated, the offensive odors that fl 
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sy and the board. ntation 
tlhe first place I assume that those gentlemen who 


sextraord 
s honor of hay rw 
J. Madison Wells & ¢ 


nd most zealously tl 


went t 

s had some object in view—they expected to accomplish 
Cheir visit was not a mere pleasure trip, nor their n 

ss and purposeless. They say they went at the request of 
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s abstinence on the part of the embassadors from even the ap- | being, in their opinion 
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the foreordained and predestinated canvass of the vote of | to count votes that 


Ul 
) ‘ iat wer 


was the 


pea; 


V—S A 





V 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRES 


i“ 


before 


mand dec 


as to warrant 
»>Cor vTess lh a 
as tor 
what 
umbent 


lisclose 
sses as tor 
lit it 
iographies, the 
Anderson, 
RFIELD, and 

he pho 


inc 


is ( 


iould have sup- 
hat SHERMAN, GAR 
iana, when that 
d among presi 


d defy comprehension. 


those 


ce, let us be thankful 


statute req uirin the 
bot i po 
although the law im 
members of the board 
persistently refused 
hat fraud whose imme- 


rected trom 


r 
| 


Oo De BE 


that, 

} nican 
locrat they 
tion of t 


iana to Hayes and Wheeler, | 


ot 


8 


the 
] 


i 1ais 


republican 
regret 
that 
in the future to 


ting 
appl pI 
of 
thie 
their report, that when they 
the returning 


late its of 


crow! sorrow ” 
Vor 


mcy in 


] x 
He iaW 


from all political parties ; 
led of the board that the va- 
that this demand, so strietly 
the board derived its 

and fair dealin 
vote of Louisiana was 
Samuel J. Tilden was 
interest and participate in 
dama 


which 


justice yr, Was 


d; and the i" 
LENE ring facts suppressed 
distrust of the fairness 
mind of every honorable and disin- 


Oo create 
neealing this outrage on law, 
the returni board, those 
proclaiming in a loud voice the 
is counted. Phey place the 
, intheir report, above all the 
ind the loyal the 


is their re ligious duty to place 


ny 


vote W 
it board 
iT 


that it 


masses of 


IS1ONS 
and the 


conticde 


1 bi: 
public 


is impartiality of any 
too im 
n who had taken the trou 
might be able to bear wit- 


cratic representative upon 


nee is amattelr 


lement in its credentials to public 
ve overlooked or been inditterent 
test of democratic 
the count would be worth 

the panegyrics upon 
a thousand years. They 
profound interest in the ques 
their eyes and right under their 
wuld be filled by putting a demo 


mony 


one 


, all 


relore assume and ¢ harge that the persistent 


npa 


ved 


ma 


V 


iw wit 


n, instead 
ard, to hold them up to the 


eceney 


oapnoint ademocrat onthe board met 


ipproval of those distinguished republican 


conduct of the board in this partic- 


h Wells and Anderson in every 


and deserve to take their places in publi 


they disapproved it, then it was their 
of writing fulsome eulogies 
scorn of 
of violating the law 
nt to watch the count of the vote. 


se 


he dilemma on which they prefer to be 


\ 
Vel 


ls and Anderson, ‘‘ Gentlemen, we 
f President Grant to witness your pro- 


fy to the country of your fairness and hon- 


ot 


I 


] { 


ouisiana. The President says truly 
+] 


he exalted position of President of 


| The 
| the public mind that you 


approval, if not inspired by 
|} and we with you, all of us beit 


re publiean masses of the | 
board | 
he remaining members of the | 
of only four members, all the | 


required the board 


| etit 


| and 





in order | 


| to be untrue. 


SIONAL RECORD. 


the United States whose t 

Phe law under which you ac 

shall fill a vacancy wh 

shall be represente don the board 
misunderstanding | Phe dem 
to fill that vacancy th or 

how can we honorable 

before the country, 
right, it not fair, 
friend of h.s upon the 
friends of Mr. Hayes, p 
own har ds, le 

of fraud under such ¢ 
in what a predicament 


trv ley 
country t 


you 
ere. Thed 
Ww 
as 
( rt 


is 


mw can 


re 


whole 


can we hope to escape thi l 
rel 

wr of 
equally interested in guarding the title 
the suspicion of fraud. Any atte 
idea that you and we treated each other as 


by a sublime sense of propriety 


mpt 


irom Cor 
in this, the greatest crisis that our p: 
ing transparent that it will be an insult 
him to believe it. We cannot possi 
refuse to fill that vacancy.” 
Suppose they had said this, « 
a sane man in the world who d 
have been filled in an hour? sir, & mel 
from those gentlemen to the me the 
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Before them stand the re presentatives of the der 
ing that the vacancy be filled, and that in this 
ter Mr. Tilden may have one friend to watch his i 
tice done him. Behind the board, during th 
embassadors who went all the way to New Orl 
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of this House that went to Louisiana toinvestigate 
m called the members of the returning board bet 

d asked for the production of the original record of these 

es. The board refused to produce them even for a short 

it the committee might inspect them, giving as a reason that 

were engaged in making their report to the Legislature. They 

reported to this House as being in contempt and were arrested 

rought to Washington. They still refused to produce the pa- 

rs, giving as a reason that after they finished their report to the 

Legislature they returned the papers to the proper custodian 

by law to keep them, and it was out of their power to prov 

n all which quibbling and evasion and contumacy they have 
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s Capitol, and to-day they are regarded by their party friends 
this tloor as blessed martyrs, sutfering for their devotion to the 
And when at last the case of Louisiana reached tie high tri- 








proposed to unmask the iniquity of the board and to show the 
ns of law and outrage upon justice by which the voice of 

i had been stifled and silenced by this board, and a majority 
tribunal held that although every step taken by that board 

be stained with fraud ; although they may have manufactured 
sthat were never cast and illegally refused to count those that 
d thus substituted their own voice for that of the people of 






na, their acts should not be investigated and their fraud 
Ll not be exposed, 
} ng this whole sickening affair from the time the infamy be- 
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‘ew Orleans in the presence of eleven chosen friends of Hayes 
mination in the decision of eight of his political friends on 
1 tribunal, and the country will behold the title by which he 


to occupy the highest office in the world. The four men 






ims. The eleven men who stood by and witnessed the out 
thout a protest and afterward evlogized the men who com 

are all republicans. Those who here stood by the board 
nded them in their refusal to obey the orders of 
ose their acts in secret session are allrepublicans. The eight 
» shielded that board by their decision are all republicans. 
ty that gathers the frnit of all this fraud is the republican 
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iker, as much as I desire the inanguration of Tilden and 

ks, if to-day I had it in my power to pass them into oftice on 

i title I would not do it; and I trust the day will never come 
history of the democratic party when its leaders and members 
called on to hang their heads in shame over such a victory. 
was deliberately laid at New Orleans to suppress the truth, 
wud might triumph. The members of the returning board have 
ently refused to disclose their action in secret session, that the 
efit not see the light. The ablest lawyers in the republican 
ive been summoned to Washington to exhaust all the inge- 
eloquence, and learning that could be brought to bear to fur- 
the eight partisan friends of Mr. Hayes on the commission with 
it pretext, if possible, for smothering investigation and keep 
the tricks and chicanery of dishonest men out of sight. Has the 
of the world ever furnished an instance where men who had 
nd justice on their side made such Herculean efforts to sup- 

he plain facts in the case, and where those who believed they 
right were willing to pass through such a crucifixion of the soul 
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of posterity may be summed up in the language of Holy 
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rious party with their admiration of the returning board or theit 
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s tongue cleave to the roof of its mouth. The achievements 
he board over which he presided with such distinguished honor 
ve in history as shining illustrations of the beauties of recon 
m, and form the brightest page in the volume which shall 
rd the glories of the republican party. Sir, it would take the 
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Let them honor him while he lives, and put brass and marble under 


ite when he dies to perpetuate his memory to the generations of 
faithful that are to come after him. Ay, sir, the party whose 
t was changed to victory by his prowess ouglit to give him a 
in its great heart next to the sanctuary which enshrines the 
xe of its patron saint, old John Brown. The position of the repub- 
party before the country to-day, and its pretentions and attitude 
v afew brief months ago, must be a source of shame and humilia- 
to those who have been proud of its history and have been a¢ 
ed to boast of its achievements. 
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and propose to dodge no responsibility which legitimate belong 0 
my action. If I erred, Lerred with an over of tl 
| democratic Representa ves, N nas fh i hi dle es of 
eress: Lerred with the der rat }) of the country, h, witha 
unanimity akin tothat w ‘ | | passage by Congr 
tained the measure. 

In common with a large majority of the American peop I 

winted and shocked at the course of majority of the com 
sion. How could any human being with faith eve ( un 
tard-seed in the ot race ose that me 0 re t 
robes of supren es « ret f ( tt » do ) 
history with the dai t cle e 
like an endless curse W preat i if no 
sent up by men eager to gather the fh of the fraud established b 
their rulings shall have died awa a fi 
inflame the hearts and bhecloud the jue t ive ) 
sided. and the acts of those eight members of the h 1 10 t cor 
sion shall be read in the clear, unwave ht of | | 
dict of posterity upon their conduct will be far more tet ‘ evi 
the withering curse which a trayed and | 
nounce against them. 
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Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Speaker, when the two Houses of ¢ 
were convened in December last, the peop demanded ‘ 
should devise some method and enact some law where ed 
oral vote might be counted and the result declared 4 t the p 
ular will, as expressed on the 7th of Novel f 
ascertained, and the integrity of the ballot preserved | 


portant task Congress addressed itself w I ; 
after much thought and labor the electoral b vas framed and nv 
tured into a law, 
in both Houses 


with the support ind sanction of a ree majo 
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LW execntive of every Stai 
l received | vided in the act. 
A vacancy thus oceurrin 
dential offices, the question 
exercise the offices and functior 
until anew election is had and a ne 
| Constitution does not provide for this contingency; nor ¢ 
|} of Congress provide for it. The act of March 1, 1792 
Revised Statutes of the United States,) on ly provid that 


land {} } 
of a vacancy in both these oflices by removal, 
} fy +! 


I; 
of the House of Re presentatives lor the t 


e President of the Senate, or if there i 


ident. Now as no vacancy in the present ¢ 


by remo al, death, resignation, or inability i { 
casioned by the expiration of the term of the present 
provided for, and an interregnum must ensue unl 
of Congress, with the approval of the President, s 
of March enact alaw which shall provide for the ¢ 
If this House should pass such a bill, would the Set 
would the President approve? No one can tell w 

the action of either would be in such an ems rvency 


that in that case the re sponsibility of saving the G 
disorder and confusion would be devolved upon them ; 
confidently hoped that they would have too much patrio 
from the performance of their duty to the people. 
But it may be asked if this House will be justif 
about this contingency? Ianswer that itis the duty of 
n them, | of the Government and of every individual member of 
ill hold | come to the rescue of our institutions in their present 
norse- | House in preventing the consummation of the daring fra 
with | attempted, a fraud which if accomplished will sap th 
tion of our Government, will but perform a plain and in 
to the country, the omission of which can admit of 
strepub- | for which posterity will hold them responsible. 
Phe people no longet sle¢ un the people are awak 
r deed which | with indignation the attempt which is being made t 
lated, and | popular wi They know that the vote of Florida was 
{ man for whom the commission has counted it. The 
democratic majority of 10,060 in Louisiana was chang 
and fraud into a republican majority of 3,000. The) 
y 


Oregon 3 votes were counted for Hayes when onl 
been constitutionally appointed in that State. Thi 
this is the result of a deliberate conspiracy that w 
the vote in the three disputed Southern States had 
repeat, the people know all this. They are not 
They are not blind; they see. They are not «cd 
hearing and seeing and living, they will hold all « 
the integrity of the ballot to a strict and feartul ac 
Phe day of reckoning willas surely come as there tt 
and justice in Providence. In that day the people, \ 
and irrespective of party, will cry out against all f 
ballot. They will say itin their hearts; they will sp 
tongues; they will write it in their constitutions and 
that the man whois guilty of willful fraud in the ball 
a murderer; that it is the most henious of crimes, and t 
suffer the extremest penalty of the law without benetit 
a man who slays another may deprive a family of its 
tector, and, it may be, the country of a valuable citizen ; 
matter ends. But that man who commits a deliber 
ballot-box aims a fatal stab at the very heart of popu 
and intlicts an injury upon every man, woman, and ¢ 


1] 
MLC, 


rhe Constitution never contemplate d the elevat I 
the Presidency through frand; and no technical constru 
law can sanctify such an infamous act. The intention 
makers is the paramount rule of construction; and the 
tion of the electoral act was to ascertain who had been 
fairly elected by the people. Phe democrats and most of t 
licans in both Houses who voted for the bill so understo 
people so understood it, and so understanding it accept 
most universal approval. They accepted it because the) 
would prevent fraud in the present and guard against it in 
And now to their surprise and amazement they find that t 
of the commission have so construed it as to murder the 
its framers, and ingeniously to convert it into a mask to 
conceal the ugly and hateful visage of political intrig 
ruption. Has the majority of the returning board in | 
itself in fraud? The national returning board indorses t 
the returning board of Louisiana reeking with falsehood 
jury? The national returning board says it is pure and i 
Has the Constitution declared that no one can be appoint 
dential elector who holds an office of profit or trust under t 
States? The majority of the national returning board have 
sumption to say that the sages who framed the Constitut 

present in- | understand the meaning of the words they employed when 

legally declared | such a one should not even be appointed to the office of el 

ith of March the of- Unless Providence blunders, these things cannot stand 
both become vacant in | the people give themselves up to an endless torpor, these t 
become the duty of the | not last. Unless manhood, honesty, and patriotism in t! 
ereof to be made tothe | have become extinct, these monstrous perversions of the] 






































































































imperfectly discharged my duties as one of that committee \ 





Phe ballot in its integrity is the foundation of our po- 
system. Remove it, and the entire fabric will tumble into 
Destroy it, and a whole century of grand progress and of 
is achievement will be thrown away. In the present emer 
i new election, in my judgment, is the only thing that can give 
t satisfaction tothe people. Under the present circumstances, it 
it the democrats of the country may hope for, and which the 
an party cannot refuse without an utter surrender of all claim 
nfidence and respect of the American people. The people 
be tritled with. They will correct these evils. They will 
id punish fraud, and these things they will accomplish by 
ethods. They will have no war—no disturbance of the 
juillity; but, by the omnipotent force of a purified ballot 
election, they will prevent a festering taint from fastening 
nua succession to the Presiden: y- ‘] hey will yet show to 
us of the earth that the honest ballot can “execute the 


s will, as the lightning executes the will of God.” They will 


purity of elections, and thereby start the Government on 
century of its existence with a new lease of national life. 
s momentous juncture the House shall pass the bill provid- 
iuew election, the voice of the people coming up from the 
d the West, from the North and the South, will demand the 
nce ofthe Senate. Ay atriotic President will approve it, and 
ng the Government from the confusion of an interreg1 
ost his last official act, crown his Administration wit 


nor aud renown. 


s trying hour the House has a solemn duty to perform. Let 
it without passion and with firmness, and commit the 
to the good God and to a patriotic people. 
umnot tell what other men on this floor may think or do, but for 
after sleepless nights of anxious reflection, I have concluded 
my duty as an humble member of this body to do all in my 
) prevent the monstrous crime which is about to be perpe- 
vainst the ballot. I am therefore prepared from the deepest 
us of duty to vote for a bill providing for a new election and 
gy some official to act as President in the mean time. Ha 
this, I shall without fear commit myself to my constitu 
intry, With the confident hope that, should they cor i 
they will award me the consoling merit of having acted 
ere desire to save my country from the greatest of all 
the perversion of the ballot. 
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It bruary 28, 1877, 


] nmittee on the Cl 





MEADE. Mr. Speaker, as a member of the joint select com- 
ippointed at the last session of this Congress, I visited, with 
ssociites of that committee, the Pacific Coast, for the purpose of 
tigating the subject of Chinese immigration, and the testimony 
by us has been reported to this House. 
ustances have proved, thus far, aud are likely to continue 
sh this session, most unfavorable for such a deliberate and 
ugh consideration of the questions involved, as, i1 
their importance and their gravity demand; yet I shall have 


ing upon record, while I have the power so to do, such con 
ms as became impressed upon my mind in the examinations of 
esses and in intercourse with those who, for and against, were 

kely to feel an interest in the objects of the investigation. 
erest felt by the people of the Pacific coast in the sub 
‘se immigration is not exaggerated by the various stat 


I 











ts, official and semi-official, that have been presented for our 


eration. It is the topic of chief concern, and at this distance 

der rather than over estimate the extent of the feeling there 
cting 16, There is little excitement save in isolated case s, but 
ever apparent that a deep undercurrent of anxiety exists whos« 

ibility of the ordinary means of government to successt 
stand it. 

t several years the people of the Pacific coast, and of California 
larly, have endeavored, by State and municipal regulation, 
urage or to an extent interdict this Chinese influx. To this 

iws were passed which, for the credit of the country, had 
ever been placed upon the statute-book of any State; but 
ly just to say that their impropriety is now generally con- 

{and explanation offered for their enactment; that the coun- 

new, legislation of any kind not always the wisest, the evil 

hey regarded Chinese immigration,) was a novel one, and 
to work by most expeditious and direct methods to attain 
esired end. Happily for the jurispsudence of this country, all 


thor power no one desires to estimate, lest it shall demonstrate 
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irces of that 1 ) have lit the case, that the 

* been added manutactur- | national traits of clannishnes 

» to this time, labor has there nen or employers substa 

lications exist that jui- | mo ive to their pecun 

hed,a l hn the rious indeed, and yet as time 
Ist presents, of some po 


in these hands. Mr. 


] tay ° 
ibes 1fs8 people : 





cool 


. 1 t seni 
obvious, when i lininey l specular 


to extremity ar aut, | tain its relat 


i 
therel ‘ ose | is ations wit he white r: 
volume nmi- | ti | <in and kind was long 
might j 

laborer 


as as a CHOICE 


init of doubt, wit! 


as an inferior or servile people 
its dignity of labor, educai 
; contlict of the two 
have come contact, th 4 
r merit or nsider hon ’ it the Caucasian with all the vel 
d when an extraneous 1 | dict nes th whi the hoodlum in San F 
(@ without compensatil an l ) rtunity offers, kills his Mongol nelle 
» such precautio1 ‘ Ih} ‘xamination of the subject accounts for t] 
n. This is the position, | 8p] i fact not indeed to be legally recognized but al 
those best informed: who are | ent, and I conceive it to be of but le use to inveigh ag 
try, and who regard that the | humanity of such conduct or the impropriety of allowi 
ity, and that now instead, it 1 governmental action. It exists,andin my judgment 
such alien character as to | exist, and will be aggravated and intensified by inert 
until the conflict will require the interference of military t 


press or restrain it, and that too in the near future. 


i 


4 ] 17 ] OUR TREATY OBLIGATIONS WITH CHINA 
nestion in this country would alone 


n, and in this re spect it has lost none But while it is obvious that measures should be adopt di 


action of both political parties, | this growing coolie immigration a wise policy suggests ¢ 


race to demonstrate which shall | ation and regard for existing treaty obligations with ¢ 


ith 
opposition to the Chinese immigrant; | tion of the two countries favors the energy and enterprise 
. | 

il il character is with what pol tl- ivens to monopolize the large and growing commerce 


class is in the future to be invested. England has hitherto been the great power with that 
tled to the benetits of naturali is well understood that we are fast gaining the ascend 
nthe school of the political equality | the Chinese Government feels a keener sympathy 
menance which prevails in this country | sideration for this nation. 
of a race among us with less or sub- The appointment of Mr. Burlingame to distinguishes 
the fluctuations and mutations of | sis indication of the kindly feeling which the Ch 


te when the demand will arise for ) , as well as of ‘termination of the Chinese excl 

vesof suffrage. Of the Chinese \ h, fe yu I vears, has proved an insuperab 

least is composed of males | wes nati n establishing sati t relations Wi 
ld if endowed with citi- | 


ites, assuming, as I be- The Burlingame treaty of June 18, 1858, contains tli 
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] { date of their adoption received general ap- | a bureau properly organized, in accord with the State D ita ' 
| its body of foreign oftici treaty stipulat Ss res t fy 
ARTICLE V | tion may be made sufticiently , to ar mal a 
\ band tue ¢€ ( ina cordially ree rnizet | executive control, and thus tos mcerve it i cs ‘ cle S 
t KAN LO ¢ home and a le giance, aud also | oy people, eliminate objectionable features, and ret ied 
_ ; i tro , l ot “e - er Ecumemaaak eel ? ties which now exist respecting t e enh to I 
ts. The high contracting parties therefore join | In the improbable cont gency that t ( ese gf 
tirely voluntary emigration for these purposes. | refuse to co-operate With us, in prop vita Ss re 
VS MAsing 1 a | Hence a citizen of the | gration, then will bethe proper t to el if independent a 
stotake Chinese subjects either to the United | . : : 
ae ; ecg i sadays tis subject or citizen of the | on for ourselves is necessary. For the pres the « e business 
t 3 of \ \ uny other foreign | Should remain with the tre ma ( ! ent 
‘ 1 tary « A permanent Chinese embassy soon to be es ? La 
ARTICLI Chinese consulship in San Francisco, w M ‘ ind tly fa 
ed ‘ ing or residing in China shall enjoy the same | tate in arriving at an intelligent dispos ce 
‘ ptlo in respect to travel or residence as may | sideration. 
' © ens or subjects of the most fa ored nation. And, re | A just and equable nation il policy respect _ 
t silting or residing in the United States shall enjoy | . ! i 
tics, and exemptions in respect to travel or residence | Present need, t lom and prus . 
i by the citizensor subjects of the most favored nation. But | especially in the vy of relations which are to ¢1 \ 
mitained shall be held to confer naturalization upon citizens of the | honds of common interest between the old ind 
China ner upon the subjects of China in the United States of the globe 
se provisions are the solemnly pledged faith of this nation and | 
m entertaining the suggestion of the majority of thi 
ee, that this Congress 11ay pass laws prohibiting or restrict- | 
nese Lnmigration or in other mode discriminating against it Electoral Vote of Lonisi 
it first obtaining the concurrence of the Chinese gov Se 
t itself; for while I believe that the government at Pekin PE KCI] OR at »N | RVI \V A ~> N MR 
fer that its population should not emigrate, yet in the ne aren eee a we sANs 
treaties, any unfriendly legislation on our part would OF CONNECTICUT 
regarded as their infraction and as a breach of good faith, N THE IlouUsE OF REPRI | | 
idisrespect for the Pekin government; which would natu- } 
reprisals, tothe interruption of commercial relations, and the } February 24, 1°77, 
ury of the several thousands of our citizens whose resi isi) thn adsininn at thn oleainens 4 
uid business interests are within the Chinese Empire. That | eRe REO =e Sh 
ese ministry is not unmindful of the importance of treaty | Mr. WARNER. Mr. Speaker, so much has bee L about 
s is shown 1n the correspondence transmitted by Minister | powers and duties of Congress and of the elect . a 
seward, as published in the papers relating to foreign re- | Counting the electoral votes, and of the 1 , ' 
resented to Congress on the 4th of December last, aud to | MSsion has discharged the duties imposed yor | elector 
the attention of Representatives. } bill, that Leannot flatter myself that I shall be a ’ 
; | thing of interest to the discussion, and | would bil 
ENGLISH INFLUEN( IN CHINA lon this occasion but for the fact that ! tt ’ 
’ policy admonishes this Government to avoid the ap |} vanced by my republican friends upon th loo pare jul 
f ror in our present relations with China when it 1s ap- | and who claim to be honest, and to be acting t motive 
t the British government seeks by every device known to | are so startling to me as a lawyer, a character 
and plomiac y to extend and perpetuate lts power | istics so base, that I feel called upon Lo ¢ er and 
hat the English have for many years had in view | against them. 
China to another Indian possession is too manifest to ad Much that I shall say to-day I would hav i ction of 
bt,and that such aresult would be most disastrous to Ameri the commission in the Florida and Loui b Cases 1 r col 
1 Asia and the Pacifie Islands is also unquestionable. sideration could I then have obtained the ) but a © several 
recently published in Maemillan’s Magazine, SirCharles | acts of the commission are but parts of o rand to co 
3 tomizes the adroit poli v by which the English look to | into the Presidency by means of the fraudulent a mn of rrupt re 
s. He says that— turning boards a man who has never been lega ) vet cho 
n the strengthening of the cent vernmentat Pekin. That | by the people, what I have to say may with propri ea ve 
$ nt of the ‘I v dynasty pular with the Chinese sald now as at any time It is claimed that Congress ; >» 
uC plan is not t I aEOUae = b : te lv | to vo behind the certificate of the canvassing oflic t ( ite to 
; ; ae wit see if what they certify is true or false ever re the bid Olle r 
; caied bik ss Sila lial he saci hin eet Res of proof is made that the certificate of such olticer d fra 
eee Pol ee er ees ad tet ulent. Upon this claim the findings of the co Lon 
arate ee pene een Pe ek tee eb 1l | this seems a most monstrous and indefensible pro mm to be ma 
>| Ish co As at present situated, the main checks to by anv jurist, or by anv honest man whethe1 ea or not 
iggression in China are this country and Russia, and for} Take in connection with this claim the adinitted fact that the vote 
fare of both these nations, as well as China, it is desirable | of 4 State may and in fact have been so canva ind ution of 
counterbalance against England shall be maintained by } the electoral college so performed as to leave » time f egal pi 
dial, and intimate relationship with China, which no mis ceedings by the State or any of its officer , : 12 Col 
tanding shall be allowed to impair. It may be said that Iex- | pectness of the canvass or the right of the fi ent rs to 
© the importanee which would attach to the pass: W the electoral vote of the State, and We Set I l { Lite 
VOI preet, peamtneting or restricting Chinese immi \€ |) chinery by which these frauds have been pet 
t bear in ee that our intercourse with China has scarcely | and the full proportions of this conspira 
ed form, and that the Chinese government yet viewsits relations | gtates of Florida and Louisiana have been stolen a ! ered t 
western powers with much doubt and hesitation, while its | Rutherford B. Hayes and William A. Wheeler, a iw low is 1 
se | pride and self-respect are fostered by a history of more than moral standard of those men who have lent their a to the perpeti 
usand ye ars, distinguished by a literature and discoveries IN} tion of this crime, and of those who will receive | ewal thi 
and a iences before present empires and republics had a place in | gon) hands will tender them. 
world’s geography. Sir, I will not stop to diseuss the ques re ' a 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE POLICY mission, but I will say that if they are! ti t 
sing what in these limits must be an imperfect review of the | it is of no consequence what in fact may have ‘ m of any 
t, the following suggestions are prominent: State in the election on the 7th of November, 1 r who may 
lhe immigration of merchants, men of education, students, and | fact have been legally elected, or whether ther elect 
lists, should be encouraged, and every unfriendly obstacle in | pretense of an election; the only i ry that ¢ ide und 
iy of their residence here removed. The French government | the Constitution and laws is, not what was in fact done, but w 
established a professorship of the Chinese language. We need to | the officers of the State certify to have been done; a they 1 
tand that people more thoroughly, and a liberal endowment for | fraudulently certified to a falsehood, it is just as good and LS ¢ 
r purpose in this country would be of great benetit in develep- | clusive as if they had certified to the truth. They can dist 
r business and political relations with them. Entire justice is | a State, they can pervert her voice, and there is n ’ n | 
e Chinese already on the Pacific coast according as guaranteed | gress, or in the State, or anywhere under heaven save 
iby existing treaties. Anew convention should be held having | by revolution to prevent it rhe votes they falsely and fra 
‘object the strict regulation of coolie labor. Theestablishment | certify to be the true votes of the State must be cou Cong 
Congress of a bureau or department of immigration is requisite | as the votes of that State, even though ever 
to a proper understanding and regulation of the subject with | confesses that they are not They must be cc ted as the elect 
t, but also with European nations, and the proper reception and | votes of that State even if there was no elect ot 
( of immigrants on their arrival in this country. Withsuch | an election in the State. With a ret 
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lown uy 1@ parties to thi ruary 20, 1877, 
i wl See k to prot there by a Ae ‘ i ] proceeds « f sale , 
vhich they will groan until the gra ition of the peopl 


e ¢ 


tf power thus gained will be heir Mr. MILLER 
oveted honors of ottice which line ! ttlir { 


¢y the disputed claims to the Presidency, I 
to ashes in their v 


} ie mat id into the presumption of tempting fortune furtl 
the presidenti: ill I ! langers t CIs nehal 


nchallenged until they threat 


vaker, however fortunate we 1 


' lay Wi i ‘ t i it attention of the House 

have their to evils that fill ughtful and patriotic mind 
l fill them with alarm if it were not possibl 
ition to mitigate and remove them. I as! 
lack of facilities for even 


people 
+] 


ius become ut \ ild indees 


1 
s country shal nel 1 » legis] 


spirit 


a common-school ed 
it portion of our country, to the alarming amount 
wmong oul population, and espe ially dol ask you to cons 
that nearly 20 per cent. of the voters in this boasted 
and intelligence cannot read the 1 
true voice of the | lots they cast. 
, how futile seem the Does this statement exaggerat ’ ] 


i evil or OV 
Let me refer to | Let me appeal to the f } I: 


facts s§ 


shuts out umes of the candid 


owl he last census. 
various forms, | sioner of Education furnish in his report for 1872 a tab 
puted from the 7 oe for 
e per ntage of illiterate tal pop 

Phe 


footings of the columns in this t 
whole country Listen to some of 
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rth 
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er cent. 
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In the State of Delaware the illiterates are 24.95 per 


f the population; in Maryland, 24.55 per cent.; in the District 


to be misapplied or in any manner appropriated or used other tha. for 


es of the percentage 


22.50 per cent.; in Virginia, 50.10 per cent.; in North 
51.67 per cent.; in South Carolina, 57.64 per cent.; in 


56.06 per cent.; In Mississippi, 53.91 per cent. Now, Mr. 





r. can anything be more alarming than these tigures, unless it 
fact that since this exhibit was made the General Govern- 
s done little or nothing to aid the States struggling with this 


estion? 
e been taught by the fathers that the success and stability 
stitutions rest upon the intelligence of the people. Can we 

te with indifference the fact that one-fifth of the entire 

n of the country cannoteven read and write; that in several 
rreat States of this Union more than one-half of the people 
it taken the first steps of acommon-school education. I know 
eral Government can have no control of the school sys- 
he several States. The whole wanagement of these institu 
st remain with the local authorities, where the responsibility 
the General Government can and should, as it 
_aid the States in this work, and espec i 


Gel 


has often 
7 those States 
e by the new condition of affairs had thrown upon them 
duties and responsibilities in educational matters than they 
t by their own unaided, straitened resources. lo my mind, 
ker, the necessity for iamediate action is most urgent. I 
mitted to any particular plan, so that it 1 
meets the necessities of the situation. 
carefully read the bill presented by the distinguished gen 
Virginia, [ Mr. WALKER, } and it to me to meet 
rements, and [ therefore give it my humble support and 
re the cl 
vote. 
| reads as follows: 


fore 





0 all sec- 


from 





sees 


ose of the session I may have the opportunity to 


ly the proceeds of sales of public lands to the education of the 


opl 


iby the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the United States of 













Congress assembled, That the net = the pu ands are | 
er consecrated and set apart for the education of the people: I’ 
act shall not have any effect to repeal, impair, or suspend any law 
ng the pre-emption of public lands, or the entry of public lands for 
noras limiting in any manner the power of Congress to : r or extend 
nestead upon such lands: And provided further, That nothing con 





section shall be held t 





or abridge the power of Congress over 
iin, or interfere with granting bounty lands 
it the Secretary of the Interior shall cause an account to be taken upon 


ch fiscal year, and ascertain the total rece 
f the public lands of the United St: 
1 district land oflices during such 


id year, incurred or 


ipts trom the 
including all fees received at 

and the amount of expendi 
ied by the survey 


sales or other 








occaslol 





sale, locatior 











sition of such lands, including appropriations for the expenses of the 

s for said year, and shall certify to the Secretary of the Tre the 
t cash proceeds from the sale, entry, location, or other disposition } 
foresaid after deducting such expenses and expenditures | 

pon the receipt of such certificate the Secretary of the Treasury 
re the 31st day of July of each vear, apportion to the several States | 

es and to the District of Columbia, upon the basis of population of the 

d ‘Territories, between the ages of tive and twenty-one ve s. the net 


4 
p iblic lands for the Provided, That 

f of said net proceeds and after ten years the whole of the 
as an educational fund, which said fund shall be 
United States bearing a rate of interest not less than 4 per ce 

principal and interest payable in coin, the 

y to be appropriated as above provided: And provi 
t ten years the distribution of said net proceeds and t} 


rt invested in 
interest on such educa 
i further, That | 
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e interest on said 
mong the several States, Territories, and Distriet of Columbia shall 
ording to the numbers of their respective popul 1, of ten years old | 

» cannot read and write, as shown from time to tims the 
lished census of the United States. 

lhat the first appointment under this act shall be mi m or before the 
July, 1876; and each of said States and Territories shall be entitled to | 

s distributive share of each apportionment, to be paid by the Secretary | 

isury to its treasurer or other oflicer authorized by its law to receive t | 
er thereafter it shall file with the Secretary of the Treasury a certi- | 

f the law of such State or Territory accepting the provisions of this act 

taking that the funds provided by the same, whenever paid over to it as | 
led, shall be faithfully applied to the free education of all its children | 

es of six and sixteen years, The distributive share of the District 
i shallfrom time to time be paid over to the commission of said Dis- 
i by act of Congress approve j June 20, 1874, entitled “ An act for the 





of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes,” or other officer 
rovided by law, and shall be applied in the same manner as above pro- 
e States and Territories. 

That to entitle any State, Territory, or the Di 


rt 


P ; ‘ | 
trict of Columbia to the 


118 act, it shall maintain for at least three months in each 





year a sy 


aces of 
teen, and shall, through the proper officer thereof, for the year ending 


y of June last preceding such appointment, make full report of the | 
public free schools, the number of teachers employed, the number of 
ses owned and the number of school-houses hired, the number of | 
taught during the year, the actual daily attendance, and the actual num- 
ths of the year schools have been maintained in each of the several | 
ts or divisions of said State, Territory, or District, and the amounts 

ted by the Legislature or otherwise received for the purpose of maintain 


stem of free public schools. And if any State or Territory shall misapply 


Ss 








ses herein required, the funds, or any part thereof, received under the } 
8 of this act, or shall fail to comply witb the conditions herein prescril 











is herein provided, through its proper officers, the disposit reof 
te or Territory shall forfeit its right to any subsequent appor by 
reof, until the full amount so misappled, lost, or misappropriated shall 
replaced by such State or Territory, and applied as herein required 
such report shall have been made; and all apportionments so forfeited 
tll be added to and become part of the principal of the educational 
t ted. 
That nothing contained in this act shall be so construed as to affect in ar 
existing laws and regulations in regard to the adjustment a eo 
‘ 





€ the net proceeds of the l of the } 


in their respective i 3 8 $ 3 
of the United States 
Mr. Speaker, this is the 1 t let me con ly resta two o1 
threes of its main provisions 
It will be observed that the net proceeds of sales of | bl lands 
after paying all expenses, are dedicated to the education of the peo 
ple, but the rights of all pre-emptors erp mn lawsand 1 
rights of all settlers under present and future estead laws are 
carefully guarded and reserved, as we sthe po ( eTeSS OV 
the public domain and its right t int bou wads 
It is provided that after five years one-half of the t pr ds 
and after ten years the whole of thes “ ) is an 
educational fund to be iu 1 st-be ‘ 3 of 1 
United States, and the int these bo 
and distributed to the seve sand Tert i r tot! 
population of each between the ages of five and tf ears a 
shown by the preceding census, on proof t \ State o1 
Territory that it has maintained for at least thre v1 
ceding year a system of free } hools for he « 
its limits between the age ors ind ( Ve 
Forthe first ten years the t pl and i t 
educational fund are to be « 1 | to the seve States a 
Territories, respectively eto tl roft pu 
over ten years of age that cannot reac is show } t 
last preceding census of the U1 s | ‘ e of the 
leading features of this | 
Now, Mr. Speaker, in appropriating ] ¢ lands or the proceeds of 
their sale for educational purposes, t but fe 
of precedents commencing I r ( nh W f ‘ 1 
illustrating every decade of I ry eit ki I 
have counted over thirty separate genera iws ) } 
lands for the promotion of education, passed since ‘ 
have been during this period ma pecial ) ‘ 
So we have the authority and ement of « ‘ t 
statesmen to the constitutionality and o f ha ) 
the object to be attained and t prope to hb 
There is one feature of this measure t \ 
| cism and need some explanation It 1 mw al ‘ 
of distribution for the first ten year eo 
to be made on the ratio of illiteracy t t ! 
tion. It is true that for the first té t S 
rance is the most dense, where education is mx ‘ 
the largest proportion Of assistance 
To my mind this is no objection to the bill . ( d ‘I 
ritories form one country. One State ca t 
No danger can threaten one without n ‘ elfare of 
rhe enlightenment and prosperity of the peo] f « Sta \ 
hundred ways promote the happiness and prosperity of t] } 
unts of every other State. rhes ire trite wa ra t 
every patriot admits and fee But t Stat t | et { 
| est need of aid in educational work have esye il cla that apy 
to the generosity, nay, rather to the justice, of the wl 
During the last fifteen years those Sta have unde mea | ‘ 
revolution, not merely in their laws, bu heir « 
ization. 
Never, I believe, in all history did a State survive 
made in so short a time is those that have « l E 
ern States of this Unior Slaver while it ¢ ted 
the education of the « red race i le, 1 ‘ 
establishment of anything like a common-school tem for the ed i 
tion of the children of the poor whites outside of the | ® to ‘ 
rhe children of the masters were educ by p ut emu lin 
higher institutions. The war « al imed and ) y 
the accumulated fortunes of a century. broke up und 
higher schools. It abolished slavery and 1 ae ti lave af 
Reconstruction came, and t freedinan is clothed i | 
izenship and invested with the responsibilit f the ballot. It 
under such circumstances that those States wert od 1 to pro 
vide a common-school system for their peopl Neve! 3 t ( 
creater need, and seldom if ever was there more « ragel t. But 
in spite of all difficulties, and in spite of much op ‘ 
been honestly attempted in all the States, and with full ! 
| cess as could be expected under the circumstance ! { I , 
pled resources. And now, sir, the lay before us t ud asl I 
assistance. I am ready to meet it Lfreely ackno ( po 
sibility as a citizen a ri ipport those two 
ures that now increase the importance and t t 
in those States. 
We abolished slavery to save the U N ts | 
‘‘none so poor to doit reverence We pia a the ha 
of the freedmen, not through malice to urd our fol r ene es, | 
to save free institutions on tl continent 1 sy 
voter and private citizen, for I was one, and I ( | 
sentiments. And perhaps it is well that southern Rh ese 
should know the motiy s that actuated plain > 
crisis. There seemed to to be b t ) i ( 
great problems of reconst yas to t 
safety demanded: first, to 1 ] 
torial condition it i ‘ 
t. But th desti fre | 
; Stat | ‘ 
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trodden Poland or subjugated Ireland | th wi } rance, ane 


weakness to the nation. rel he | do so gre: } permanent 
] 


ing the disabilities of one race and gran wait unt he nation is in a 
p to the other, with amue y joine brooks no delay. Other inter 
it possible to rebuild o ieir merits, but until a general e 


I 
States. Lrepeat that Ladi ful operation in each of the 


States 
8 for these me res paramount importance, the questi 
to hay Ps ] know that l must take pre cedence of all others 
1 way of education for both races, mor Again, sir, the benefits of a com 


ferred to another 


ny col 


reneration, : 
: i 


children will be a source of elevation at 


| ts. No father, however ignorant, can 
in the education of his children and take 
t t 


} 


1eir school without being m: a better 


The poorest cabin in the la 
presence of the huimblest sch 


hundreds of cases t 


ill become the teache 
luecation, even for othe 

ffort to build the scl 
lren,and the chool—all tend to improve the characte 
i1should not | give hii more se] pect and respectabi! 


ome of the high an tt uatities of | 


I have been tol Vs eof my southern f1 





are VIC1LOUS, and t} I are ¢s vecially deti 

s, because | ciation of the rig] { property. I have 

its lmpor- | cases this is true. lavery W ndeed a ver 
Ipport We] to learn the dut ! 

zovernors, | world in which to get ar conception of th 

But the remedy for th not : nd them to 

RECORD | them in ig ance, but ve them education It 
for the state ate the {than to punish the 
port the pai . And while it is true that education \ 
prevent crime and pauperism, it has always been found 
States that the percentage of illiteracy among the inmat 
ind almshouses is ten times greater than in the popu 
Now, while it is the duty of the State to punish the vi 
laws, it may well be thought a duty to give its subjects « 
for an education sufticient at least to enable them to 1 
+? 


they are compe lled to obey. There was a curious old p 


of colonial Connecticut which relieved the child from t 
leath for striking a parent if it appeared on the trial t! 
had totally neglected the education of the child. 
vested may be as applicable to states as to parents, 


Mr. Speaker, however mu 


‘ 


1 in our sore need we 1 
debted to the Peabody fund and other private gifts, yet 
of a whole people is too great a work, both in its im] 

rsement of the | resources reqnired, to be met by the donationsof private 

+ very satisfactory in that respect, | however generous. A system of elementary educat 


y of the leading men of the South | ste ady, uniform upport, not cle pel dent upon the capri 


ti inadar 
ili i 


LULSé Lis ate 


ithe prosperity and education of | the fluctuating prosperity of business, or any of thos¢ 
in that result. Doubtless this class of | that might make the donations of the benevolent f 
© border States than in the States far- | needed. Patriotic philanthropy has indeed a noble fie! 
timent is advancing, and will soon | wealth in the domain of education, but it is in suppleme 
I trust this bill will strengthen it, | of the state by founding higher schools and colleges a 


best citizens of the States can the } for special training. Its wo ‘sins Where that of t! 
ystem be speedy and satisfactory. I | The state furnishes that education that is necessary for 
supervision, or their responsibility, | mon affairs of life, while wealthy philanthropy may b 
support this feature of the bill that | nish that higher culture that is necessary for special « 
Heir peopiec 


in Carrying a pecessary country increases in prospe rity we may expect to see no 
oo heavy 


or them to bear in theit these acts of benetlicence that dignify the pursuit ol 
ends, and perpetuate through after years the good d 

re will probably be found, as there alway ias | the name of the giver. This, indeed, is noble benevol 

) every community who will oppose any general | mercy, is twice blessed—* It blesseth him that 


{ 
t ‘ 
‘ { 
\ i 


rive 
1 


m of the people; afew aristocrats who prefer | takes.” This bill does not limit or trespass upot 
on by a kind of divine right, independent of >] increases the number to appreciate and admire 
e people who surround them. Then ther Mr. Speaker, no institution of our country has 
t young men, joined with certain fellows of the | credit and honor from statesmen and publicists of fore 
want to be put to the trouble of further men- | than the free-school system of the several States. This | 
to see the gap closed up that separates them | to make it still more an American institution by extending 
ife with less advantages. These join in Ham- | ings to every hamlet and settlement of the whole count 
he toe of the peasant comes too near the heels | give our people another object of common interest 
ie galls his kibe.” Now, sir, the only answer to all pride. It will make our people more homogeneous havi 
ratic country is, move on or getout of theway. No | mon education, a common culture, and a common literat 
rht to obstruct the path of progress to those be- | we not expect that this aid will tend to bind States to t! 
dolence, his convenience, or his selfishness. In | Government, not by force but by gratitude, and make 
s is the law, and whoever cannot keep step | and all races more devoted to the great Republic and to its 1 
| ont of the ranks and go to the rear. But | stitutions, that are the source and guarantee of all our « 
eral system of education may for a moment | ings. I hail and support this bill as a harbinger of peace 
vent its success when once it secures the | will between states and between races. And with peace 
16 best citizens in the state and commu- | with a hearty union of all for the good of all, there is no 
prosperity for our people or of glory for our country tl 
the fruits of this bill will be good, and | not anticipate and attain. But, sir, in the supremest | 
of the laboring classes, whoever they may | triumph there will be no institution to which we can look 
the happiness of individuals and families, | more pride and gratitude as a chief means of our success tha 
il prosperity of the State. Theedueation | which we will to-day foster and encourage by the passay 
of his labor, both to himself and the | bill. Glorious, thrice glorious country, when the rights o! 
said since I have been here about | are secured to all thy people and the opportunities for ed 
resources of the South—to restore | all thy children; for “wisdom and knowledge shall be t 
sir, I know of no waste so broad as | of thy times.” 


‘¢} 
{ 





sPEECIL OF HON. ROBERT SMALLS 


APPENDIX TO THE Ct 


“An honest ballot is the safeguard of the Republic.” 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA, ; 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 2A, 1377, : 
On the electoral vote of South Carolir 
we. SMALLS. Mr. Speaker, as a Representative of the State of 


, Carolina, I rise to submit my views regarding the inve 


the election by a committee of this House. The unfortunate 
ing among the people of my State as to who is the law- 
elected governor of the State and who were the lawfully 

presidential electors has led to this investigation. I am 


o say the committee are unanimous in their conclusion tl 


3 electors received a maj rity ot the votes cast and I re ret 


yadd that they are divided politically upon the governor- 





rat 


ordinary circumstances I would be content to allow the re 
he committee to go upon the record with no further opposi- 
1 to record my vote agairst the majority report, believing, as 
the report of a partisan committee 
by the people of my State as an h 


ulits of the investigation. The « 





ot and will not be 
st conclusion based 





inmittee having divided 
mportant question of who is the legally elected go 


i¢ vernor, 
lon remalus an open one, to be acct pted or denied acco ling 


Oplo0n. 


lore propose at this time to submit to this House and the | 


people, in 2s concise shape as possible, the facts relating to 
olitical campaign and election in my State. The demo 
rty pursued a policy caleulated to drive from the State every 
in Who afliliated with the republican party or who would 
join them in their attempts to deprive the negro of the 
iranteed him by the Constitution of South Carolina and of 
ed States, the manifest intention being to reduce the negro 
tion of political dependence upon the former slaveholders; 
him in the power of the men who had degraded his man- 
» had reduced him to a condition of ignorance through cen- 
ot enforced subjection. To such a policy the democratic party 
ed itself as one man, with these results, namely : A large num- 
irders have been committed, violence and outrage were re- 
to, and thus entire counties terrorized ; the political rights of 
negroes were refused them, and by means of fraud a true ex- 
of the ballot-box denied. 


The white race of the South possess intelligence and courage. The 
ce of the institution of slavery cemented their personal inter- 


uid compelled them to act in concert in political matters. The 
of master to slave produced in the ruling class a domineer- 
it, a disposition to ignore and trample down the rights of 


hey could not control. They became in a large degree cruel, | taken by the committee 


rue] 
reducation to and ignoring the sanctity of the family rela- 
sof their slaves ; they assumed the slave had no rights and de 
the fact of his being a brother man and entitled to his personal 
They never learned to recognize such a principle and would 
no free expression of opinion. Such qualities provoked the 
strife between the North and the South, and are to-day re 
efor the unhappy condition of the South. The late slave- 
vy class will not submit peacefully to a government they can- 
ntrol, believing they are a superior race ; and, not recognizing 
rights of the colored man, they feel justified in resorting to any 
is or power to accomplish their end. To this purpose human life 
taken with impunity, citizens are driven from their homes, and 
i perpetrated. 


_ Such, Mr. Speaker, is the policy and character of the men who, 


vy disgraced the name of South Carolina by their acts, now ask 
be sustained in the result accomplished. On the other hand, the 


ro race, under ordinary circumstances, are gentle, patient, and | 


ectionate ; possessed of no cruel impulses, they are a harmless 
ce, generous to a fault ; their confidence is easily won. These quali- 
sare the outgrowth of long years of suffering and have become 


cratted in their natures by the bitter lessons of experience. The 
ting of suffrage to them originated a new and controlling ele- 


lent in the Southern States. This, Mr. Speaker, has led to all the 


rows and the cruelties they have felt in the last ten vears. The 


‘termination of the former slaveholding class to control them has 





pted the many scenes of cruelty which make the history of the 
South one of blood and form the subject for one of the darkest 


\ 


iges In American history. Mr. Speaker, the blood of the innocent 


ln 


lman, shed by southern democrats, will in the future prove one 

the dark spots upon the fair fame of the American Republic. 

‘(ls manifest that two political elements so widely different in 
r character would proveke much antagonism, but I do not think 

ever entered the mind of the most apprehensive that the white 


race Would resort to such inhuman brutality to recover power. If th 


sroes had been a race their equals in courage there might possibly 
some palliation for so inhuman a policy, but when it was considered 


heir cruelty was against a harmless race, it affords no defense, and 
4eir course becomes the blacker in comparison with their boasts 


a 





| behalf of th 











nthe hur 
greater punishment upon ersecutors 
of the civilized world to the } ry of 
years, and to a comparison of the m 
people were treated by a cy I Is 
ment of the negro race 

the annals of civilization to s 


more peaceful policy unde 





Phe late campaign a elec S 
the attention of the ec 
democratic party to wih Ul eal i 1 

e colored race, to wl 1] 
the sun of liberty suffered by t l | 
of contention when a price Ww placed 
when vested with the 


roil t 


ing facts which I propose »} Ve 1 el 
party of South Ca 
fying that in the sever 
Aiken, Barnwell, Abbeville, 1 
openly committed with the 
resorted to every d lui 
ticed by the party in 1m ‘ 
words, the entire part 
any circumstances, and 

h of shame to 
von the democratic p 
tion to peacel 


+7 f ; 
po Lue Gemocra } rity ‘ 
pon 1 l } 





of all others when the ( | 
tained was by their effo 
cruelty necessary to chang 
of the voters of South ¢ I 
party the crime of violating the purit 
ing fraud, sanctioned by the ent 1D 
voter. I charge them wi tha 

the perpetuity of Ameri \ 
tennial year the practice of securi ! 
could not be obtained by honor ( 

In support of these c] es Lin 
facts given in the following pages, excl 
taken from the sworn tes i“ befor } 
that purpose. It will be observed that « 
of the voting strength of the two pa 

ach race, between the elections of 1-74 a 
this I will say that the election offi 
make a registry of the color of the voter 
transmitted with the returns to the s« 
lo further obtain an intelligent 
two parties and of the tes cast at ] 


may arise in the minds of s 
eratie vote can be attributed to co 
with their ballots. | 


how many white and colored men voted, thi 


purpose, with the poll-lists. Ar 
given in the following pag 


observed that the increase of 30,000 votes 





were cast by white men almost entire! 
| the frauds committed by te men were enor 
very large increase in the democratic v 
In this connection 1b may he }? TO eT 
calling attention to the fact that in the S 





ence between the October vote and 
democratic party amounted to 25,000 


The fact is proven of an immense number o 
and voting in South Carolina on the day of « 
in Georgia and increase in South Carolina, s 


for. 
The fact is to me satisfactorily estab] 
is sufficiently founded from the following 


even the most skeptical person that Lam right i 


At the October election the democratic 





» 
an astonishingly magnificent majority of 7 
sult of the November election shows an 
became of the remaining 25,000 Geo 2 cle! 


vember? There woul 


this query were it not for the fact 
] 


election returns of their a I st 
where they went to make up the dot 
| democracy knew it was short. 
To support this assertion with stat il 
it the election return of one of the | r 
the county of Edgefield, where t] 
over the census return of t ef ] 


the mere figures 1 point at ones 
th Carolina democra 
Tl white male popula f ] 


uu red and seventy-tare and the ¢ 
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t} 


rT these ‘ 
and they 
ted with do 


v other citi 


bag gover 
story of that section 
corruption in his party, be he a 
l n object for abuse and vili 
lish for good government ti 
nthecrimeof doit or ro rd 
ishment of death. vern 
t the protecti rand of Prov 
| ] been heaped upot 
testimony to the g 
1e expenditures and salaries | da nd night durir 
ardoning power has been cor- | life is preserved for 
n appoint ‘ thee, faith 


to the 


IT ho am lain ba been lorsed by h sp 


en pledged to reform and good gover 
, under the republican party, in the future w 
to at } 


1 
erests Of hel peop eG, 





pr 


f 


ereof shall 


shall exceed 

number of sessions of co 

iced to two annually 

il sessions when 

to pe ver of the g 

rt without effect upon t] 
iral interests shall |} 


n of taxes, and 


1all ever be us 


he system of free s« 
mild be especially foster 
tof the amendment to tl 
ent tax f 
01 funds fron 
nd the nominees of 
llowing purposes by le 
lowest reduction of 
sof government 
sand costs, es] 


overnin 


he yp opie ot Sont 


lo show the el: 


' lgnore the 
eton County, one of the 
ng a population of 21,413 col 
ctore the committee, as sl 
have a majority of the offic 
xists elsewhere: 


eof yourobs« 


county colors 
not make an 
flicers of vo 
rs in my county 
» they are 


1 white 


about ¢ il. Twelv 


r colored trial justices 


re going into the question of general intimi on the St 


reference will be made tothe unblushing attempt made to 


+} } 


e republican presidential electors elect to cast his vote fe 
or President. By reference to the very full testimony tak: 
ommittee, it will be seen that the sum of 850,000 was « 


Nesh 


,an elector, as a bribe to have him vote for Tildet 
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; county in 1875 has 
> Cf red. In L870. 
majority was 1,! 
last elect 
, and the hig 
eased 170, the 
ere was a large amount 
teville, Fountain A 
uls were perp trate d, i 


rH CAR 


I midation of 
understood that Gov 
vorn duty when he called 
ipport in enforeing the 


—— A 


Will SHOW 


which wer 


have partly fror is own pe 


thei gers, supel t 3, and 
possession and the 
Deponent does there re mos 


tion of said board on Mo 


carry the 
terfered with 


‘1 1s county w ii cene nuch Violent 
States district attorney went there in September, and 
examination found that many murders had been com 
licans being killed on account of their political opin 
tion was largely resorted to; for the political 

| during this campaign some five hundred warran 


| or twenty-four. 
Davip T. Corsin sworn and examined, 


Mr. LAWRENCE: 


ld adopt res 
} 


uld receive no work ft 
ficance when it is considered t] ' idk , : a Nike a 
lers own nearly all the land. It liter tates commissioner with 1 ? Hinata the troubles that 1} 


l ng republicans rhe testimony of ein ral v ‘ sual examination, I found t 
he democrats were determined upon , . 
witness KI 
it was the prac tice of the 

f murderso 

ir intimidation policy that 
yvernor was forced to issue a 


ibs, in order that the peace of 

hould be maintained. Atand | in gation 1@ Witnesses were 
were powerless to protect its i Lu 1 i it. tive hundred warrants to be issued f 
of Aiken County telegraphed : dared = rapheneicn: 

ir that he was unable to disperse eine September Sa 


is in that county. It had o. WV t amour f timony did you take in the for 


eeded to i t ite those char anid « 


ner some two ree hundred witnesses, a 
great length. I hada stenographer wit 
; 


lsworn. Uponthe affiday 


? 
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Tered the statement in evid 
d to its reception. 


rof persons are alleged to 


ns wer 
were ma 
8 COTMUNISSI 
ce of lawyers, and th 
itions been completed in the cou 


ire right in their ine 
} 


ations have gone, « 


iws of the United States by acts a 


I don't think I have sufficient evidences 
} r of violations of law ror 
wity, I ive reason to belic 
BARNWELL COUNTY. 
ensus of 1875 had a vo 
olored voters. In the yea 
3s in 1872, 1,942; in 1874, 1, 


1, 
st republic an elector received 2,337 vote s, the 


ctor received 3,895 votes. The republican 
democratic vote increased 1,575. In this 
, ) 


a large number of votes by murder, \ 


? 


session 

l olored men in 
lers of colored men; but 
rate them Eq 


witnesses wik 


Inve 


lies, in tront oft 


e¢ crowd looked sor 
rked that they were 
rround behind the counter fer 
1 one in the crowd 1 ir] 


h, Os! 


1 + 
oO aestroy 


lican officers 


l, oper 


in olncers 
1317 vot 
present a member upon this floor, spoke, the republica 


rrounded by armed riflemen and prohibited from speaking: 
here about two o'clock in the morning, and knew notl r 


intil about eleven o'clock in the day, whe t 


ho came to call upon the governor that t! expec 
i when we got on the stand we saw large number 


ilong two by two; they had no red shirts on at 


ced the red-shirt. business 


t tl demanded half t 
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Ss what oc« 
Lhe polls wer 


the voting col 


1at depends upo 
nadow was on that 
hat window 
Did it come from the 
That depends upon 
t came from across tt 
State whether al 
Yes, sir; the first sl 
y over my head r} 
and through a] 
Were the thre 
Just one after anot 
t was tired from som« 
then, in a second of tim 
Did the voting contir 
Yes, sir; it was cont 
What became of th 
We left it there 
Where did you g 
We went, I reckon 
gan there again 
Q. At what place? 
A. It was at a school-t 
had been teaching there befor 
Q. You commenced the el 
Yes, sir 
You did not take the same 
No, sir; we had nothir 
About how soon d you 
Well, 1 could not give 
can sav, if it had been twelve o'clock. it cou 
How long did you continue there 
As near as I can recollect it was after 
ere. 
Do you know how many 
Yes, sir; I think 1,317 
W hat place did you o« 


A. Tacted asa clerk 
Q. What did you do? 
A. LI registered the names of t! 
Q. State whether you know that 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Colored men or white men ? 
A. Colored. 
Q. W hen the voting was over, wh¢ 
A. Tam the one that counted them 
Q. Who assisted you ? 
A. Mr. Allen. 
Q. Was a return made of the votes 
Yes, sit 
Was the manags 
Yes, sir. 


The fact as to the firing upon the poll and the estab] 
poll isalsocorroborated by the testimony of the United St 


L. W. Mims (colored) sworn and examined 


By Mr. LAPHAM: 


Question. Where were you on the d 
Answer. I was United States dep 
Q. Where were you that day # 

A. I was there at Robbins 

). What time did you go t» Robbir 

A. L arrived there about half after six o'clock 


f 
ot 


Q. Where was the poll to be held ? 
A. In the railroad ot 
Q. When you reache d there were there many people there 
A. Right smart of them was there when I got there. 
been taking them in tl Q. You found them there when you ¢ 
Yes, sir 
W here were they ? 
They was around the depot and about there in the pla 
W hat time did they commence voti! 
They commenced voting about the same time that I got t 


ind the other managers Was there any time that the voting was interrupted ? 
counted, and then we taken the A. Yes, sit 
Q. About what time in the forenoon was it? 
in counting them ? A. About twelve o'clock in the day, to my judgment 
ed Q. How was it interrupted 
A. About that time of day there was some firing com 
was on the north side of the depot, and the firing commenced « 
Q. Firing in what direction 
A. Right toward the depot 
Q. The bnilding ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had you seen any guns before you heard the firing 
A. No, sir; I never saw any atall. When the firing comm 1 
railroad to see who it was. I heard balls striking the house, and I 


inside the depot, probably, and I ran up to command peace 
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ran up where ? 
I saw one man dodging behind a stump. I did not know wt 
was so rapid at that time that I ran back 
Q What was go rapid # 


i e tiring. 
a white or a colored man that you saw # 


r 


hite man 

i and tell the story in your own way 
few minutes all the white nen was 
the depot na little store T ashe 


ifteen of them to assist me in uiaking 
n who were there at the poll? 


you made that order or reqnest, what occurred ? - } : . 
wm refused; nove heard to me at all ie Thanagers then lett ¢ ob KY ® an returned the 
ithey say? next morning and agal ! rite hie t re too late; the 

iid, “ God damn it, wheel to the rear; they will fire on us back | board had done its wo i djourned lle, where 

w long were you gone from Robbins ! two of tl : > , 

ih = ’ Le COLLILISS! I rive ) i i ‘ iill I 
suppose it was not probably over two hours and a half at yutsid er tee ee ee ’ zain, and Mr. Gen 

aud I loped all the way there eritte agreed to 


* + . * ). Who was pre 


) } 
ike 1 ital county ret 


y i? 
oad 


ne was it when you got back to Robbins ? Phe o 
kd not tell that; I had no time-piece with me ming trom Ba 
nut tind the white men there when you returned ! v hee 
e white men and colored men both bad dispersed rhe colored men had 

yetween a quarter and a half mile, am was taking votes out ther 


* * - - * 


! you notice whether the colored people had the same ballot-box or another 


sir; I particularly noticed that; they had another box 
i know what became of the box they were using in the mon 
They left it right there in the depot, I suppose. 
isee it? 
I only saw the managers, and they told me they left it there 
it there 
I ers. 
t what became of it; do you know? 
sir: Ido not 
you ever seen it since that? i 
r; Lhave not. ; ‘ 
ere the managers? Give their names Mr. Knopf still refused eceive t returns from fear of some 
len and B. K. Motte were the managers when I got there, and Will- | democratic de predation 


( 
I 


reumistances the vote was 
emember who the tally-clerk was? | lost, the law re quiring tl SACU CWo COTMIMISSLONETS 
lotte was acting as clerk and supervisor both, T believe That Mr. Knopf was just fears can be seen from the 
) were acting as managers where they were voting when you got back | evidence of Mr. Generet ( tie t armed men dressed 
re acting when I returned. | red shirts were in the b din vher ( iy was done 
After the polls had closed, the votes were counted and the returns Question. You have said that Mr. Knopf spoke of the number of men who w 
y the officers. On the following Friday the managers, with W — u ay 
their possession, on their way to the county seat, where 
ward of county canvassers held their sessions, were stopped by 
en and forced to go back. By taking another route they 
ithe town, and going to the building where the canvassers 
mi called out the chairman, Mr. Knopf, and offered him 
ox With the election returns. The testimony of Mr. Allen is 


of the week was this? 
vas on Friday, according to my recollection. It was three days aft 
« box and the returns remained at your house how long ? aes 
\. The box and the returns remained two days. The reason we did not get to The majority of , mit ivored to bre 
uwell early enough for them to take the box was that we were stopped on the | of the al s facts by attemy Ve prove that the rep 


v} 


left with the no r the ott 
\). How were you stopped ? - M z 
By an armed body of white men timony of M1 
Where was that ? Q. He went 
That was between my house and Salt Ketcher. A. No, sit 
What occurred there? 
The armed body of men asked where was we from 
How many of them were there? 
ppose about fifteen 
horseback ¢ ). And 
sir; walking. A. Yes 
arms had they ? ». Do you m 
ad double-barreled guns, and some had rifles } son—tl 
i notice whether they had any side-arms—any pistols 


what occurred. 
ey asked us where we was from, and I told them that we was fr 
had the box and poll-list. They said to us, *' You damned sons of 
ton t turn back I will puta hole through you, and that damned qui 
ese remarks we turne d back 
wagers turned back | 


) was with you? 

Bush, one of the managers. 
here did you go ? 

went another road and went around and come 

the county seat 

(in that way you reached Barnwell at what time ? 

wut nine o'clock, 

om did you see when you arrived ? 
Vben Larrived there I saw Mr. Knopf, one of the county ofticers 

it is his first name ? 

Knopf, | think is his name. That was on Friday evening 
{ you see any others of the county oflicers ¢ 

t that night. ; 

hat did you inform Mr. Knopf ? 


told him that we had the box of Robbins Precinct and the returns ' > ‘ +} 
Where was he? of tacts is th ot \ , l, e& other! 
He ca ! 


vor 
Ay 
\ 


The onlv remaining se testimony i 


me outside of the house where they were canvassing the votes t w |} who was compelled oa us the 
piace where they were canvassing Mimuins w 
hat did he say, if anything, in reply ? 

© told us that he was afraid to take the box 


| show 


H 





. Mr. Knopf refused to receive the returns from fear. His testimony 
is: 


Q. Who were they! 


V—9 A 
































































m la i he democratic COMMISSLOne! 

en iuvues, had waited upon a leading 
i tendance, by int request of the 
authority from the 
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pointed for said precir 
SAMUEL 17 
District 


Su) i f Elect 





















twelve o'clock a crowd of white met ib f 
tred ounded the polls Phe cv Was Su that t i 
‘ lad er for the board not be heard LT hese n n clasped hauds and stood compa 
; wn could get near the box Chis continued for half an hour 
7 ™ ; , ‘ time none but democrats voted About one o cloc i fr 
t ave, as my life was in danger. [replied that we had better i 
About two o'clock about tifty or sixty mounted men, some of wl 
‘ gid sb ioaiinenk lel Nil aidan!” their hands, came galloping up from the direction of lio u Phe 
ballot-box on their horses and used all sorts of abusive language to depop 
Rrediven 1 her d | colored manager. They yelled and shouted at the top of their 5 
‘ A ee what we wanted with ery damned nigger that voted the republican ticket shou st 
davs Deponent leaned toward one of the managers, asking hin 
ove it Mr. Allen had not been | do tor protection, when Seabrook Dunbar kno adohi 
kta inet Upon this point Mi Damn you, no whispering here Al this time depon 
‘ t tnagers, testifies is follows ; ce Aaa and saw in a store belonging to Mr. D 
> | place, tifty guns stacked Lhese guus were taken back toG 
1 owilhg 
; e. Mr. Blant at Deponent heard from the cook that his life was in dan 
about three o clock Rhode thirty mil that night to save hin 
Phe following were the most prominent in acts of intimidation 
nished in every instance namely: Stephen S. Purse, Seabrook D 
kerson, L. H. Johnson, W. H. Esterling, J. R. James, Sandy Odon 


und I don't remember 





remember 








Blantor mself, 1 think 
1 tha t 
‘ ha so that I don’t remember the 
‘ change 
ns pres t 
W.A Mr. Bush, and Dr. Bell 
inavers Were appointed a proposition was made 
do be needed when the county can 
of Mr. Gennerette it will be seen 
M l tK tha u had 
\ insel and 
‘ T ea al 
t I of anxt tl 
‘ it barred the door of the poll and fre 
>to vote Phe democrats here were armed 
‘ i they openly tlourished 
LD) “ ro CAR INA 
‘ ew ‘ S. Dik on, who, on oat! saves that he was 
N I i, Init, holding the position of supervisor of 
oO al > ‘ nio the house where the box was 
\ ne it, t name of Lee, stood with his arms 
u lie was no otlicer and had no authority 
n and pass under his arms Persons were at 
hands. Deponent did not dare to chal 
“ ‘ iny were tbere trom Georgia who 


WESLEY 8S. DICKSON 


F. H. EATON 








United States Commissioner 
t pen Violence Ww is practiced the entire day. A 
(reo! s voted, and the condition of attairs was 
the polls had closed the republican officers were 
indon their posts; the United States supervisor was 
t rPBuive his life: 
] K FE. S n¢ ROLINA, November 15, 1876 
find report intimidatior I endeavored to act in 
ent 1 l scharged my duties faithfully as 
‘ vas © three ock p. m., 7th instant 
t i on my post in consequence of which 
f é umber of votes polled tor electors and 
ule vut that of ost every man that 
precinet that came from Georgia 
4 y men in intimidating the colored 
I not tind out the name of but one 
i will tind in my report 
‘ t 
S. H. BLOCKER. 





Sworn to before 











me this 13th day of November, 1=7¢ 





number 








From this poll (Millett’s) a large of voters we 
bins precinct 

Question. What do you know, if anything, of colored repub i 
Millett’s precinet polling-place to go to any othe place to rte 

tuswer. Lsaw the leader apparently of about a dozen or more 
him say to these men Come, let's go to Robbins; I can't 

Q. How many men did you see star! in the direction of Robb 

A. Lsaw about two dozen start in that direction 

Q. Do you know of your own knowled of others golug 

A. Yes, sir 

Q. Ou the day of the election 

A. Yes, sir some caine to mie ne the took Mm u“ t 
the box came to me al ished uly ic Lio | I w 
mid [could give no advice He told ime, tl um tha t 

we voing to Robbir Le appeared to be the leader of abou 
(). He was a colored man 

A. Yes, sir; all republican voters 

) State the reason colored men went ther was it becaus 
ra uty thrown in the way of their ti by white men 

\. Yes, si If anv of these men would start toward the bo 
‘ ie men would run meht up te him Learry I ntot ” 
ticket are you going to vote and he would say the repu ul 


t 


An extract from the testimony of J. Hagood is furnishes 
he fact of the presence of Georgians on election aay 








Question. There may have been armed men there whom you did 
Answer. Of course I t was adark night; but not in the 
been in the se IT should certainly have seen them. There nt 
spect to which I, perhaps, was t strictly accurate my first 
was asked if I had heard of persons intending to come from Georgia t 
pled to that that I had vaguely, and I mentioned one person T had 1 


i railroad conductor 


Then I was asked whether after the elect 


that any had come I replied No,” without any qualitication. But 
tion, I remember that one person told me that there were some Creorg 
as | can remember he said about fifteen or twenty, at the Robbins 

him what became of them after the Robbins box was abandoned, and 


went, or that he supposed they went, and voted at the other 


x 


At Blackville precinct, in Barnwell County, the managers 


showed no votes for Timothy Hurley, one of the republican ¢ 


fol 
poll for Mr. Hurley, together with the testimony of the 
precinct, clearly proves the fact that the omission of M 
name from the original return to the county Canvassers was 4 
error on the part of the democratic clerk, and the majority o! 


mittee so expressed themselves. 


elector. The testimony of several witnesses 
on 


The return to the Un 


supervisor of elections for South Carolina is given : 


Theo 


John W 


Return of the election held at Blackville precinct, Barnwell 


vember 7, L376. 


4 nf wi 


The whole number of votes given for electors was 1,164, of which 


G. Barker received 
Samuel MeGowan received 
Harrington received 
John Isaac Ingram received 
William Wallace received 








| John LB. Erwin received .... 
ee BC eee ee 
CereeeeeNer Cs. DOWN BRONTE «2 < occ coccscnceucucncces 
oe en ee eer 
SES Be. rN DEEEWON,. . .. nccncvcsncecmeseweeswnenss ° 
CemeeGny TMraey HOOGITOR. ..... cccccancnawevccusescsocevce 





SE Se I EI ina pcincnd sapencanéenmenpansvhek dubawe 


who voted 


cel 
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ok received 

Myers received Ss 
number of votes given for member of ¢ 
LD. Miman received 
wrt Smalls received 


lersicned supervisors, certify that the ab« 
the election held at Blackville precinet 
veruber, I-76 

JOURN 


OFFICE OF THE Cillet ! 
Lb 


rtify that the forege is a true copy of the 
Barnwell Cour hi Jobu R. Bellinger a 
itiixed thereto, were the democratic and republican 
id precinet 
SAMUEI 
Chief Supervisor of £ ions tri 


BEAUFORT COUNTY. 


e year 1275 Beaufort County had a voting population divis 
ws: Colored, 8,241; white, 1,76°. Inthe election of 137¢ 
in majority was 5,145; in 1872, 3, ; In 1874, 2,702 over 

vy republican. In the last election the hig 


hest re public an elector 


ed 7.574 votes and the highest democratic elector 2.251 votes 
blican vote was increased over the vote for governor in 1°74 


nd the democratic vote increased 175. 

sstrongly republican county much intimidation was practiced 
reaking up and disturbing of republican meetings. Wherever 
iblicans would peacefully assemble for the purposes of discus 

would be interrupted and surrounded by armed men. At 

son, Lawtonville, and other places no meeting could be peace 

held: the right of free discussion was denied At Bronson tl 

wrats by armed force secured a joint discussion 


n. Was it arepublican meeting ?! 
It was a republican meeting 
vas called as such ¢ 
re was any interruption at that time, state briefly what it was 
at the first meeting there was a disturbance We went 

t discussion Lhe demvcrats requested that they should be a 
they were allowed three speakers. There were three 
cussion there was one of our speakers arose t 
ected, saying that he had been previously convict 
spoke, and when he got through he referred to the of 
Mr. Tillinghurst, said that be was a liar No, it was the 
with something, and said he was a liar, and Ti 
ena general melee ensued We did all we couldt 





hing was quieted down The democrats went 


th bars of iron and guns, but everything was q 
it meeting appointed for a jo 

that was called as a rep 

ne it to be a joint discussion ? 
sked that they be allowed to be repres 
iny democrats were there 

there must have been about two 
ey armed in any way 
armed with pistols 

ey in untform 

not at that meeting 

ey on foot or on hor-ebactl 
it meeting they were on foot, most of them 
yg to the second meetir 


hundred demoecr 


second meeting was called for the purpose of 
and Wheeler. When we were at Early Brane 
from Bronson, who was sent around byt 
eup. They expected us, but they told us 
i the message come 
Vas sent around by a man 
1 go on then 


what you found when you got there 
en we got there we found the town crowded witl 
many men did you find there 
re must have been three hundred and 
e had come from Barnwell They came 
were mounted men ? 
es, sir; they were mounted men. 
t uniform, if any, had they 
ul no uniform. They were not uniformed at that 


Lawtonville the same scenes were enacted 


t you go to Lawtonville 


ut state of things did you find when you reached ther 
we reached Lawtonville we found quite a het 
there were at Bronson, aud they were all excited 
found the Lawtonville rifle club company there ; and 
r ritle clubs—one from Bronson and one from Bear 
there any there from Barnwell ? 
ir; Ido not think so 
Vv nany men were there at Lawtonville 
iwtonville there were, I suppose, about in the neighborhood of 
hiity 
men ? 
te men 
W were they organized ? 
a ley Were organized into clubs. They marched up 
W hat arms did they have ? 
A. Each of them had three revolvers, or two of them 
Q. Had they any guns ? 
A. No, sir; not that I saw. 


Q 
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| 
from voting; there was no | tributing spurious tickets and was driven away, He was guilty of 


» other violence occurred. same offense as Porteous, 


massed off very peaceably, and | After these scenes had transpired, the election proceeded to ay 
wcratic manager without | ful close. And Mr, Porteous himself bore testimony to his per 
| satisfaction with the manner in which the election had bee; 
ducted through the day. Mr. Van Ness, one of the managers, testitjed 
to signing the returns without protest. The returns were not y i 
out in the regular form, and Mr. Wilder, one of the county commis 
sioners, called upon Van Ness and asked him to sign a corrected 
turn. This Van Ness refused to do, and in his testimony bef; I 


ea 


1c 


ate 


committee referred to the fact to create the HMpression of tamper 
with the returns. The testimony of Dr. Wilder, one of the con 
sioners who canvassed the votes, is given upon this point 


Question. Do you know Mr, Van Ness } 

Answer. Ldo 

Q. What is his first name ? 

A. I do not remember his initials 
Was some violence Mr. Porteous, the | ). Mr. Van Ness, of Beaufort, I mean, who was one of the manager 
rt of the democrats, was discoy ' 


sat Gr 
| 
t li . . Yes, sir; he was one of the manazers at Gray's Hill 
to republic ans, representing them ). Did you callon Mr. Van Ness about two weeks ago with a vie 
this when discovered enraged the snature to any paper 
Mr Porteous to retreat to the poll- Yes, sir; it wasan affidavit with reference to their returns mad 
“ itted that. in the face | agers at Gray's Hill precinct. It was a little irregularity 
W hat was the irregularity ¢ 
lam not positive There were three precincts where the managers 
cal errorsintheirreturns. I think, at this poll, they only included int 
* three of the electors on cach side ; three republicans and three democrats 
be positive that that was the poll 
Y. You are right about it. It was an omission of a portion of the« 
iin tee ead Sanaa ints ticket. And you had an attidavit to correct that mistake 
: A. Yes, sir; I have an attidavit to correct that error 
y Is that all you asked him to do 
A. That was all 
) 


panicled Tickets to delnocrais 


Six o clock 


passed off quiet 


( And that was the object? 
A. That was the object 
COLLETON COUNTY. 


his county had a voting white population of 2,478, and a « 
voting population of 4,217, according to the State census of 157 


1-70 the republican majority was 22°09; 42, 3,229; in 1874, 1.4 


over the bolting republican candidate. 
At the last eleetion the highest republic an elector received 
und the highest democratic elector 2,024 votes. Pheexcessof « 
Mr. Porteous. I | Votes over the census was 511 and the decrease of white votes was 
ey said one man had re 38. The republican vote increased over the vote of 1874, 69 
to me and asked me opposition or democratic vote increased SL. 
rhe precinet returns from Preacher's Mill, Blue House, Ashepo 
Iren’s School-house omitted the names of the presidential elect 
1 evidence Che county canvassers investigated the matter and ascerta 
the votes were cast entire. At Bennett’s Point precin« 
was held. There were three managers appointed for this pres 


Republican Tic 
and Hampton for 


republicans and one democrat. One of the republicans fa 
qualify and could not serve; the remaining two could ha 
election, but did not, the democratic Mahavel ady isiuy otl el 
successfully. This was a very strong republican precinct. The 
cinet return from Bell’s Cross-Roads was mislaid and afterwar 
it from underneath | covered. 


it this wa 


and pull 


1 it was a democrat ticks an ie | Question W hat oftice did you hold at the last election ? 
rieous gave it Answer. I was one of the commissioners of election 
Q State who was the messenger to bring the return from that cc 
or more, and everybody was talking retary of state 
t n each other's hands until they | A. IT was appointed by the board 
they would commence again Q. Was there any election at Bennett's Point 
A. None 
pectable for givingthem | Q. What was the vote for the republican electors at Ashepoo precinct 
epublican ticket They said to him A. Four bundred and thirty-seven for the republicans ; 96 for the di 
an ticket, andit was not and after Q. At Iron School-house ¢ 
ous went in the house then, and took his A. One hundred and eighty republican and 444 democratic 
in Lis position a8 supervisor Q. State whether managers’ returns were before the canvassers from all t! 
} clinets 
A. No, not from all of them. From Preacher's Mill all the return we had was 
the supervisor s return 
our or more, and when he came out he | Q. Is that included in the canvass for the county by the county canvassers ! 
ferent ink A. Yes. sit 
ck ink? Q. Do you remember what the vote was? 
before, asking the people to vote for A. No, I do not 
rawed a e crowd around him, talk Q. It was a democratic majority 
You ought to pay me for the wood I | A. I think it was 
8 got insulted then, and they talked | Q. Then in the canvassers’ return you include the vote at all the prec 
| county except Bennett's Point, where there was no election ? 
A Yes sll 
Q. State what returns you brought to the secretary of state 
t that tin A. I brought the returns from all the precincts except Bennett's I 
| say, one hour or more, trying to get all the votes | there were none, and Bell's Cross-Roads, that was left out by mistake 
them returned at the time I brought the others. I discovered it afterward 
sald about the ballots he was circulating? Q. You say there was one of the managers’ returns, Bell's Cross-roads, W 
d to me and asked me to go and electioneer for the Hampton | did not bring up to the secretary of state? 
A. Yes, sir; it was left out by mistake. 
Porteous requested you Q. Was it subsequently sent up? 
A. Yes, sir. I will tell you howit was. Tam county treasurer, and 
is a drawer where I keep nulla bona tax-lists. When these votes were ca 
Mr. Fox and the other commissioners opened the papers, and I called 
ures to the clerk, who put them down. We first made the tabular state 
commenced talking, we was talking to our the vote was corrected from that After we finished the different ret 
begin to come around him and asked him to | other managers folded them up in a roll witha string tied around thet 
vood for him; and I told him then—he | with the names of the different precincts, and they were laid in this ¢ 
et into no fuss—I told him his business | worked all that night until about tive o'clock the next morning, and w! 
e house, and he went as far asthe | cluded they appointed me as messenger, and I went to my house to pr 
inch of tickets, and asked me to go | the return toColumbia. I returned as quick as T could, in an hour or ai 
) Ieonldin’t. He told me if I would | half, so as to be in time forthe morning train. I left one side of my valiset 
pion ticket that I would be a man if Hampton get in power. | papers. Mr. Fox and I and the clerk went into the office together, and the) 
. . the drawer and took out these papers and laid them in the valise. I veritit 
her democrat named Robert Hamilton was also discovered dis- | to see that they had the right number, eighteen, (there are nineteen precincts 


ul 


? 


} 
disre 





? 
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4h 


e was none from Bennett's Point,) and they had eig! 
correct, though one was left 
Did you examine the votes from Preacher's Mill? 
No. sir; wedid not count the votes We took the supe 
th the vote given for all the other oflicers 


e State otlicers mat from that pree 


iteen; so that the number 


necessary to count thie votes Lhere 


vere going on to say 
ht them to Co I 

ie I opened them and took on i 

and when I came to open one I found that it 
na tax-lists, which they had tied up 
mu discovered that there was one return absent 
» air; I did not 
ou discovered a nulla bona tax-list ? 

sir; but IL did not discover that the return was missing 
kthem. IT went home without discovering it Afterware 
it Bell's Cross- Roads had not been turned over I went tomy 
L searched was in that drawer, and sure enough 


er, With some nua ia tax-papers, I found th 


In th 
list 


EDGEFIELD COUNTY 


This county had in 1875, from the figures of the official census, : 
voting population ot 4,400 colored and 2.722 white In the election 
of 1870 the republican majority was 345; in 1S72, 3,650; in La74, 498 

At the last election the highest republican elector received 3,124 

es, and the highest democratic elector 6.257 votes. 


The repub 
can vote decreased 274 and the democratic vote increased 3,357 ] 


deeded a he 
excess of white votes ovel the ofticial census 2952. the d 


WAS YS, ce, aecTeant 
of colored votes was 1,203 


he vote by precincts is given helow. Attention is called to the 
stupendous frauds perpetrated in this county. By the returns the 
total vote cast was 9.614. The total population of the county is 
039. The proportion of votes cast was L to every 3 and a fraction 
fthe population, The white vote of the county suddenly increased charge o1 ae 
252, representing an increase inthe white population, according to the death, should 
iaryv ratio of voters to population Lte 5—of 12,260 In addition en trom the 
to this the sworn testimony betore the committee establishes the fact am & reside 
that some 1200 colored voters were driven away from the polls or by : 

er means of intimidation deprived of the right to vote. Adding 

ese to the number of votes actually cast would give LO.814 as the 

berof legal voters in the county, representing, upon the ratio given 

above ot lto5S,a total population of D4,4703 an excess of LO 441 over 


the population of the county as given in the oflicial I 


census of 1-7 
No testimony Was offe read the committee ly the democrats to prove 
ny snueh increase of population. On the contrary, throughout the 


entire investigation, although confronted with the facets, Edgetield 


County was entirely newlec ted ¢ xcept in an attempt to prove a peace 
i election, 

Phe vast increase of votes was not from an increase of population 

t owing to frauds that would have disgraced the paluute st days o 
lammany Hall. Edgefield County on the day of election was given 
ip to frand; honor and manhood were prostituted to the foul work 
rhe election was a libel upon the honest citizens of the county, upor 
the honor of the State, and the civilization of the awe Fraud walked 
throngh the county unchecked, violence asserted itself in the 


i 


pres 
ence of the troops of the United States, and the day was marked by 
scenes of repeaters rashing from poll to poll voting two and three 
tickets at the same time. Citizensof Georgia came over, saying tl 


They 


were going to give the South Carolina boys a lift, and voted all over 


the county. One merchant from the city of Augusta and his fom 
clerks voted fifteen times each. At one election po 1, Ridge Spriz 


uy 


precinet, there was found 113 more votes in the box than names upor 
the poll-list, and the excess of votes was owing to the fact that a larg: 
number of the democratic tickets had a duplicate ticket folded within tors, Con 
them. When the attention of the officers was called to the fact, the | PIVEN \ 
democratic ianagers refused to have the duplicate tickets thrown oe lican tic 
out, but stirred them all together with the other tickets and then | vious electio 
drew the excess of 113 from the box. In other precincts minors voted, | legally entit 
aud repeating was practiced without regard to the fact that the at ca oe es 
tention of the officers was directed to it. ened with being dis 
At Edgefield Court House precinct, at the close of the poll, some | if they persisted in 
eight hundred republicans had not voted,and the testimony of Army | Attention is called to t1 
otlicers and others living in the place shows that the polls were su ducted at the various pre 
rounded by armed riflemen who would allow no approach to the At Edgetield Court Ho 
pou 
The universal testimony of the United States marshals and snper- | 
Visors, anagers of precincts, and other election ofticers proves this 
Edgetield County election to have been a farce in the highest sense 
of the word—to have been an outrage upon free speech, personal lib- 
erty, and the sanetity of the ballot-box. y 
Intimidation in this county witnessed its most extreme limit, and | hundred republicans 
free speech was denied the republican citizen. In the early part of | of Major Kellogg, | 
the ¢ ampaign the governor of the State, who had received from friend Question. State what o« 
and foe universal approbation for his manly efforts to reform the pol- | at Edgetield 
‘hes of the State and purify the system of government, visited this Answer. About half past 
county. He went as the executive of the State and not as the ean- | P'’ een oe 
didate of a party, he having been nominated some time afterward. | [ 
Testimony is quoted to show the manner of his reception when he | f 
I 


and 2.) These polls were t 
grant violation of law 
surrounded the poll, and 
elective franchise did so : 
very presence of the off 


] 


iven to vote, and whet 


rite 


nited States marshal, Beatt 


om him as to what | 
arose to address his fellow-citizens, as well as the fact that repub- ientenant Hoyt. I 


cans could hold no meetings in the county : 


iouse, next to the ch 
ifty yards from the s« 


Q Were you atany republican meetings during the campaign ? ing, in front and on the 
A. We had only two republican meetings in the campaign. We had oneand at-| . White or colored mer 
tempted to have one, | A. Right around the 
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Spring precinct “Ar frand eontro 


A complete system of fraudulent voting was pr 
of the board was a democrat and democrats coming 
ould hold up two tingers and others three fingers. It 


tl was a signal agreed upon to indicate to the ¢ 
yor three ballots were folded in one, and thus inform h 
imber of names to be added to the poll list 


\ t meant unk 
kets he had voted I staid there 
rty voters every single one of ther 


Rut the frand failed of a complete fulfillment, and as state: 
totore, W hen thre poll ( losed the re Was found an excess ot | 
rthe names on the poll list, and the democratic tickets 


ded together. Upon this point the affidavit of the 1 


quoted. From his evidence it will be seen that democrat 
deem it necessary to give their names to the manager, but 


formed the democratic clerk, “ You know my n: nel 


voted They were a part of the Georgians who rej} ited 


‘ 


to poll. 


me Moses TI. Lott, manager of 
orn, made oath as follow 
ul precine 


he is now t 
ual precinet me 
wever Saw no 
en ould ne 
You know my 
to the republicar nagers nat which they } 
ment of the li would ve endangered his 


t } 
\ 


my cases 


>the clerk. 


a strict entores 
1ived many of the ights and legal duties Pha 
unber of votes or kets in the box exceeded the 

ndred and thirteen, which was drawn out, and I 
xeept seven, because they were into each other 
s supervisor refused to allow them to be throw! 
hem stirred up together and drawn such out 
the above reason I know that said balllot-b 


3 not fair election at said voting precinet and I protes 


votes tound in said ballot-box 


M. I) 


Army, is quoted to Sworn to before me November 13, 187¢ 
JESSE JONES, ¢ 
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Against the fairness of the election at this poll the United St: 


gi) pervisol entered his protest. From this poll some one hundres 


y republicans were driven away by threats and violence 


n. What do you know of colored men, republicans 


being 


ted from votu 


About eight o'clock there was a « republic 
the polls, marching solidly in ranks, and there wasone man ahead « 
hurrahing for Hayes and Wheelor and ¢ 
ul wave his hata 
1 crowd 


hamberlain, and when he w 
the others we d halloe, too There was one 
so they tol ne They asked for that1 
crowd was abot mat in n plu 


} f 
mberat 


kpow rment When that 
yy, Mr ind M Robert Watson walked 


fret ' ‘ ned to be pertectly 


Gastor 


ited They were 
inces rt 

mans conuntry, and we 

stanel if Lhis 

propose to take care of it from this time on Mr 

| W hat ticket are you 

here to i 1 


m. fro Cloud's Creek, a place kno 


nig from appear 
Saying This 


ey shool 


Ina White 


ed if vou haven't got to stop; we will not is our country 


Robert Watson can 
ote You ain't g 
your cle iwill have to leave Phe 
no as Mr. Watsor 


oked in the crowd and saw me he commenced sayin 


o-day, and we'll holler to morroy Mr. Jobr 
in Edvetield munt The men ans 
said he I 
mul Twill have you arreste 
to protect you Mr. Carwile 
fine md when he 

me. but chan ih 


will holl n 


mien, threatenin 


Gias 
wered 


it the line 


WAS C4 


to-morraw 


they cid vote the 


lo ” L License 


Shaw's Mill precine tanother eleetion took place, which 


irwas a comple ie bares Pl 
took from the box the blank onging to 


wer and refused to deliver itup the entire day, and this manager 


cuties of From 


democrat i liahager at this 


oath bel a republican 


ily appointed could not perform the 

e report of the United States supervisor it will be seen that 

e carried to the poll by the wagon-load, and further that. the 
democratic manager carried the poll-box behind the honse and when 


his oflice 


Futis 


suited his purpose returned it to the proper place ; legal 
richt to vote 
extent by Georgians, who wl 


1 } 
and quan 


repeating was done 


voters were denied the to an 
mited 


en they voted gave no uname 


t informed the clerk, a democrat, * You know my nani 


SourH CAROLINA 
Edactield C t 


Te bil 
was United State 


comes DbeTore Te 


7H, bo diseh 
sunloading a wagon whic 


u-stairs, and the box 


iWas loaded 
Was curr 
that when the le was brony 
it brought from bel 
vetber, the democratic Phat there 
Merriwe ook the blank oath out of the box whiel 
epublican manager to take, and put it inte his poeke 
ican manager to take it That not epu 
ur when the | 
republican voters to vote 
it white men came there and voted who w 
ticers, and they refused to give their names, but 
ocrat You know my name Deponent 
ted at Shaw's Millon the ith of November, 176 in 
Phat he could not challenge any voter but colored n 
Joseph Merriwether hat twostrar 
sath. That no clerk was elected or sworn 
and manager all the the while 


ome other w nd 


was only one repu 
pact. Josepl 


na would uo 
poll was tirstopened it 


who were legal and j 


ers caine up ane vote 

Phat some one stood bet w 
and when the votes were counted 
seven tickets in the box more than names, and all of the twenty 
That Joseph Merriwether took the box 
and he did not know that it was locked 


rplnus were not drawn ont 

Seal it 
D. S. SULLIVAN 

United States Supervisor 


rn to before me this 13th day of November, 1276 
JESSE JONES, CC. C. OC. P 


This hand of repeaters can be traced all over the county by the 
words given to the Lhe testi 
mony of the remaining republican manager proves the grossly unfair 
character of the election, and the further fact that when the demo- 
cratic manager took the poll-box behind the house be had the key 
with him, A solemn protest is entered against the vote at this poll. 


various clerks, * You know my name.” 


OULINA 
eld County 


y appeared before me the undersigned deponent, Seabron Merreweather 

who, being duly sworn, made oath as follows: That Joseph Merreweat her 
mratic manager, took the box from him, (Seabron Merreweather 
ager.) and then Joseph Merreweather had both box and key 
reweather carried said box off a short distance 


h was for the other republican manager to take, and thereby defeated his act 


republican 
and then Joseph 
and took ont the blank oath 


is such manager that day 


The voting was commenced down-stairs, and Joseph Merreweather took the 
OX, carried it up stairs, and had it in his exclusive possession for about thirty min 
tes, While Land the United States marshal were protesting against carrying said 
Yupstairs; and when the box was brought down it was carried behind the 
d the table and chair were bronght down the 
Merreweather carried the box around the house 
ent was intimidated, and not allowed to challenge any voter 
man who he thought was an illegal voter 
ised t 


to give their names, and said to the clerk 
hame 


sane way it went up 
} 
epor except a col 
that white voters came np ar lre 
who was a democrat You know 
When the poll was closed, Jose ph Merreweather took the box off without seal 
hg it and without locking it, so far as he knows, and he did not feel safe in 


queslonipg anything Joseph Merreweather did; that be pronounces the election 


4 


At Mount Wi 


| democratic 


by hie rep 
reason of 
practiced here, 


born «ne 


raises 


At Che 
Thomas H 
Phe 


} 


repubi ean 
and has lived there 


of the re peati 


abibaLY 
could not perform t! 
At Richardson 


Jack Brox 


rey 


rey ated 
known to have 
was addressed to th 
none of your damnes 
Af Red Hill pres 
done, 


ind the pol 


know! 


to the ma 


it Kdgetield Court 


Mort 
protested against f 

At Johnston pres 
United States marsl 
1 the poll Many yx 
the Augusta 
practiced t 


svoted he 


treorg 
ainst tl 
At Lanhain’s Store 
denied the 
and went off and did 
| old residents, voted 
| andelsewhere; republ 
Owing tothe intimidat 
i not vote. When the 
of names on the po 


o 


rivht te 


crat. 
At Coleman’s Cross-R 

Re peaters, among then 

peared ; minors voted 

Unknown voters were 

| know who they were 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Edaefield County 
Personally came Char 

f tl 


mw hanacers 
That to the 


emocratic part 





See 


1 
ballot-box, name 


Third 
G. Pompey, M. G 


That unknowr 


| Fourth. That your depone 


But 2 repub il 


y 
\ 


ECORD. 




















vere attacked 


ive the poll 


also abused 

At Liberty HI 
struck repub 

e threatened 
poll. OneG. J 
tiywon beit rel 


name Phis po 


by a large Thich} 

At Trapp’sM 
voted here 
Alfred Bell, P 
pe Is that day 


At the Meet 
lived there all 
themselves and 


formed they | 
voted here and 
ana at 


tempt 


larere rule ™ 


vhite ve 
Ol Greor 1 
created the 

The fo 
hha 
}’ Ils Nos. 1 an 
Creorgia, gave 
nobody knew : 





preecinet 


nnkr 


wl vote 
ihe itter 
Holliwanger’s 
Repeatir 


| to conceal 


y was largely 


vill be observed 
who 
tes over the cer 
tal 
mere; 
imowine 


ner in which the 





Mathes, and Abne 


dowho were unk 


Richard’s 


Lat the 
preci et: 
Pier 


done at 


Store es 
tact 

that at every or 
were Ul 
repeat rot the 
davits 
election was cone 
It will be seen that 


that he 


are 


had a gar 








own i 
Mill precinet J 
Preston S 
Addison 
tl s poll, and withe 


of these pres 


offered 





eye, who voter 
ly in ma rel 

n stra l 
fo fl that il 


Brooks 
voted 
] 


pear as ters: ft 

counted for l 

crat i 

ack onal ¢ le 
tedat Kdwetic 

iam ‘I 

Mt Gaeor il | 

\ La 

iD. BB. ¢ on, ¢ 





ets strat 





¢ ’ 
‘ 
CHARLES I ISAY 
ESSE JONES 0.0.P 
store precinct i I T than thie rm ry 
t Phe ma re their way to the polls | 
i a en ¢ D s were compelled 
out vot l ed States marshal was | 
’ 
ia ‘ it nal ] Chea in ed and 
rs wi i } I sole Dnstances 
oot Ma rey ’ s dared not go near the 
poral Vus se t t I Kets trom ti! DoX, anal 
vith did not d the san Georgia voters 
Or i I mn Was | vn to the man 
ed Mareus Larkware voted under an assumed 
h has a iys been repul in, Went democratic 
net OL republican votes were polled. Strange 
to ola re dents vepe iting Was also done by 


i at other 


prese 


1@ WAS Il 


C. Rambo 


ind else 


uitany at 


meexXcess ol 


nee of the 


ad Court House, 


Gary, of Augusta, 


ind whom 





the 


“To 


saciid 
itera 


iwers | 








5 ri CAROLINA 
Ed i ¢ 
Personal app f Vv J 
mnuagers of box 1, Edgetield ¢ tH 
' aml made oath tl 1 emornit ‘ 
house as Manager onduct the election t 
the commis tion, t ll 1 
the court-house at A.A. Glover 
ury to the desire « s voTuanagers a 
mm, and carr up inte the « it-hous 
Vadeu will arn le tnen, ana Chat tlie 
4’; tha ‘ i t 
{ t} ‘ lt en I 
‘ dl 1» ! t 
ta itt , crowa t 
I { ps; t ‘ 
ral | i i 
ha ‘ l 
t 1 { se 
nat such a prod gwew 
L.drary,ot A a, Geo 
I day from Georgiatha 4 
at this at w daskt pea 
j M. < Ss pard that it 
i and nee peat V ld 
I find h om 1 not a on 
4 te ‘ } T i 
{ ‘ wn he wel 
‘dl to ul dema 
k tl tey ‘ rt y t 
; 4 s pard, w ‘ i rorune 
1 Thane it 1 mana 
ner t c f colored 
mn tixed tor white mer it were not all 
forty colored men voted 


than thirty-t 


i tha st of 
1 I 
ws 
‘ 1d. 4 
r tive i 
KI \ 1 
Nu n to befor 


rhe 


lina to Investig 


This, Mr 








teatimony intersperse 


the report of the special cc 


Speaker, is 





n of un 
i t | ‘ rt 
‘ that wher 
\ f ‘ o 
t} 
Ww, al 
il ‘ { candidates 
) eX 
i N 


rrrnryait fem 


the } 





s wanter 


d thre nehonut 


Olerk Court Comm 





» hol 
} + ti om we sot 
it ttheti t ’ ouse W 
€ eal om away in the 
T 1 the i 
house 1 the court. house 
ia t 
i il ‘ ” at 
ere il nd the « 
tay u co he 
I t twhen wep 
bs hone ‘ tS Ss; ( 
ima hat} ulseveral 
i I we ’ 
ne of the ness where the 
r th ques s: that these ce 
ele nh accor > law, wer 
li ea d to leave 
il ‘ one s re 
ut intl I ibout fo 
“4 ‘ by I er (rary ai 
Wer waded aroul 
>write the names of colors 
} ‘ f w emen un 
to hav it deo t itnotl re 
at during entire day 
. u mpanie by 
> AS « i s ‘ lock 
‘ \ 1. ryvia, J. M 
msc l steal wi mt author 
{ lin several cas 
it i fa of lilt 
© tha hole Yair vy 
prote va t ‘ nti 
WILEY J. WILLIAMS 
his 
ABRAHAM LANHAM 
D. B. COTTON 
1376 
JESSE JONES 


on Pleas 


this address is taken from 
of this Hlouse sent to South Caro 
ite matters relating to the presidential electors. 
istory of South Carolina during the 








late 


I trust 


that the 


future 
fair fame of South Carolina 
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campaign and on the day of election. 
of the American people, to the great tribunal that has a 
ready to lend a helping hand to the OPpresse ad 
will do much 
unel the disgrace to 


to obliterate 






I turn it over to th 


thy 


Anu 


ition, and that the American people will sustain the ex: 


ie laws in order that 


the negro they have invested 
of sufirage may be allowed to exercise this privile re unmol 


Wit! 


Notwithstanding all the persecution against the republi 


The fi 


zens Of a great country. 


} ship will pursue their way peacefully, resolved to be 


proud to say they were sufficiently firm to carry the state { 

tional and State tickets. 

its of their victory are abont to be secured, and | 
in this hour of triumph they will indulge in no unnecessar 
tion, but actuated by a purpose to prove worthy of Americar 


pati 


With such a purpose, it may be, the words of Abraham | 


Republic,” 


Om 


Mr. REA. 


believed we 


ballot in the hands of the black man may serve 
| hour to come to preserve the jewel of liberty to the diade 
may prove to be prophetic, 


The Electoral Vote of Oregon 


SPEECH OF HON. DAVID REA, 


OF MISSOURI, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


the decision of 


| ApPPTOY il of the people 
preme Court could be trusted to decide according to the lay 
right 

While that bill was under consideration in this House, in 
of a few remarks I made upon that occasion I said: 


February 24, 1277, 


the electoral commission in the case 


Lik Serre 


of Ore 


Mr sy aker, when the elec toral bill passed a te 
had established a commission 
in the cases of the disputed States that would meet 


that wou 


I then thought that tive judges of 


“Wher 


hall become a law, asl believe it will, I trust that fraud and 


tion will find no protection under this bill. 
true and lawful votes for President and Vice-President count 
the will of the people thereby respected.” 

But, Mr. Speaker, l have been deceived. 
tribunal have not been, in my judgment, what they ought 
| been, and they will not meet the approbation of the peopl 


1} shall hope tk 


The decision 


The rulings and decisions of the seven and the eight will 


ruption, 


jury, and bribery 


the Presideney of the 


Phase 


| belonging. 


Ww ho beliey ed 


not 


immortal and live in history through the long cycles of t 
first, to be approved by those who love republican governme 
| and justice, and abhor perjury, forgery, fraud, and villainy 

ond, to be condemned, loathed, and despised by all the good 
coming time who love self-government and despise frand ai 
The decisions of the eight offer a reward for forget 


a reward of gold and silver, but ar 


there was 


no safe retreat 


for 


United States, with all the patronage 


fraud 


| bribery, and perjury under our Constitution and laws have 


hy the decision of the eight that they were mistaken; that 
ottenses, although a stench in the nostrils of all honest men 


} committed by a villainons, partisan returning board under 


gauze of color of law, without any of its substance or sp 


thereby the voice of a State and nation stifled, the will of the 
| defeated, and a 


man not 


elected 


can be installed 


into 


thre 


President of the United States, and that the people under or 


stitution and the laws are helpless and without a remedy to pr 
| the commission of such a monstrosity. 

Phat it may be seen that Iam not overdrawing the pictur 
attention to some of the offers of proof in the Louisiana case an 
rulings of the eight thereon. 


The counsel 


for 


oftered to prove, among other things: 
That the Hayes electors 
votes less than the Tilden electors, 

Second. That the returning board willfully and frandulentl) 


birst. 


received from five to ten tl 


the 


Tilden els 


|} as many as thirteen hundred and sixty-four votes for son 


Hayes electors never cast at any voting-place in the State 
Third. That William P. Kellogg when he gave the cert 
the Hayes electors well knew the certificate was false a 


trary, that the Tilden electors had been elected. 


Fourth. That the affidavits of riot, tumult, and intimidatio 


|} and that the Hayes electors had not been elected, but, on th 


falsely fabricated and forged under the direction and 
knowledge of the returning board. 
Fifth. That votes given for Tilden and Hendricks were will! 


Sixth 


| fraudulently counted for Hayes and Wheeler by the returning 
That the Hayes electors, the returning board, and «) 
other persons entered into an unlawful conspiracy with each other 4 
| short time before the election, to cause it to be certified and ret 


the 
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ee 


that the Hayes electors had received ths majority of all the votes 
cast at the election, Whether such should be the fact or not; and that 
in pursuance and execution of said conspiracy said returning board 
did, knowingly, willfully, and frandulently certify and return the 
Haves electors elected, well knowing at the time that the Tilden 
ectors were elected. 

[hese are some of the things offered to be proven, and the proof 
vas re jected by the eight republicans on the commission, the seven 
lemot rats voting to hear the evidence. The eight answer , All that’s 
unde ” 
he effect of that decision is, that although all these things may 
be true, yet the electoral votes thus frandulently and corruptiy pro- 

red must be counted, and the candidate defeated at the polls de- 
clared elected. 

Commissioner ABBOTT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved 


t 


That testimony tending to show that the 


board of 


so-called returning 


iisiana bad no jurisdiction to canvass the votes for electors of President and | ate and not in the possession of 


e-President, is admissible 


[his resolution was voted down by the immortal eight, thereby de- 
iding that although the said returning board had no jurisdiction to 


wvass the votes for President and Vice-President under the law, | 


vet if they did se without any jurisdiction, right, o1 power whatever, 
such canvass was binding upon the whole people, and a President 
uild thereby be elected. Such a doctrine is at variance with every 
neiple of law and common sense, The universal rule is that when- 
erathing is done without jurisdiction over the subject-matter it 
s absolutely null and void. 
wnt, although onerous, is binding until reversed by proper lawful 
thority; but where a court renders a judgment without having 
risdiction over the subject-matter its judgement is void. If the re 
ng board had no jurisdiction to canvass and count the votes tor 
, then its action was coram non judice, and could bind no one, 
ould be of no validity whatever; and yet the immortal eight re- 

wed to receive evidence tending to show that fact. 
fhe immortal eight has not only made decisions contrary to law 
ind preeedent, and refused to hear evidence tending to prove forgery, 
wrjury, bribery, and fraud, but they have made decisions directly 
itradictory, varying their decisions upon the same point, appa 
itly tomake them suit the particular case, in order to countin the 
Iliyes electors, In the Florida case the question ol eligibility ot one 
the Hlayes electors was raised, and the comission made the fol 


} s* 
yorder;: 


nt 


vd, That in the case of Florida the commission will receive evidence relatin 


eligibility of Frederick C. Humphreys, one of the persons named in certifi 
No. Las elector. 


Under this order the commission did hear evidence touching the 
vibility of said Humphreys. The grounds of ineligibility urged 
gainst said Humpheys was that he held an oflice of trust and proiit 
der the United States, 
In the Louisiana case the same question of ineligibility for the 
sulle reason Was raised against two of the Hayes electors, and evi 
ce was offered tending to prove the same, and Commissiones 
BAYARD otfered the following resolution: 
ed, That no person holding an office of trust or profit under the United 
+ cligible to be appointed an elector, and that this commission will receive 
ce tending to prove suc in ligibility as offered by counsel for objectors to 
cates 1 and 3, 
rhis resolution was voted down by the immortal eight, and an 
rder made that the evidence be not received. Judge Bradley, hav- 
x voted to admit such evidence with the seven democrats in the 
orida case, Changed his vote in the Louisiana case and voted with 
le republican Commissioners. 
luded in the Louisiana ease. 
lhen comes the Oregon case now before the House, and the same 
tion of ineligibility for the same cause has been raised against 
Watts, one of the Hayes electors, and the commission decided to hear 
did hearevidence touching Watts’s ineligibility. 
lhe commission first decides in the Florida case that evidence is ad 
sible touching the eligibility of electors; and then in the Louisiana 
ise If reverses that decision, and holds that such evidence is not ad- 
ssible; and then in the Oregon case it reverses its decision again, 
ind decides to hear and does hear such testimony. 
thou art a jewel! ; 
ulictory, 


Under these orders ey idence Was ex- 


mes 


QO, consistency, 
These decisions are plainly inconsistent and con- 
They are not all right and lawful. If the decision in 
¢ Florida and Oregon cases is the law of those cases, then the de 
sion in the Louisiana ease is not the law and vice versa. 
lhe Constitution of the United States declares that “no Senator 
Representative or person holding an oflice of trust or profit under 
« United States, shall be appointed an elector.” 
(is constitutional prohibition the immortal eight have decided that 
sous holding oftices of trust or profit under the United States may 
appointed electors, and after they have voted as such electors thei 
votes are genuine and must be counted, thereby nullifying and hold 
ig for naught a provision of the Federal Constitution, which is the 
‘tipreme law of the land. 

lhe rulings and decisions of the immortal eight will, in my judg- 
lent, be condemned, loathed, and despised by allright-thinking people. 
Mr. Speaker, I voted for the electoral bill, believing it was the best 
ing that could be done, and having faith that the commission would 


tl 


rise above party, investigate the charges of perjury, forgery, bribery, 


frand, and want of jurisdiction in the Louisiana returning board, 


| and that it was his duty,to count 


' 
Where a court has jurisdiction its judg- | 


} the votes who would have « 


} some law or joint rule direeting 


| and 





| trol. 
| anavy, or a treasury, and could have done nothing 


} country 
} confusion and disorder could 


| of March and no authority in 


| Anarchy and confusion 


| away 





Notwithstanding | 


nef pointed out by the law 
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approbation of 


and give the country de ild meet the 
the people and forever ¢ demn ie 1 oft fi 
defeat the will of the eop 

1 believed when IL vote i 
wide-spread conspiracy tou wura i h rds, and that 
without some 


iud and corruption to 


there wasa 


law, 1 
the votes 


ms for the 
remotest chance for Tilden to be inaugnu 


counting of he 


it said the democrats in this House at on 


the presidential question in their ow | 
den inaugurated, but they had surrend: 

Phis is not true, The 
had it in their power to so 


way. 


democrats in tl 

ve the president 
Phe people had voted in the 

been sent to the President of the Senate. 


hese votes have been in the possession of t A ( tof the Sen 
this House tw ined bw om 
party that the President had the 


of the Senate 
the Votes In the presence of the Set 
ate and House.and determine for himself what votes he 

on the other hand it was Senate 
count the votes, each havi 


1ses, 


powel uthority 
would count 
timed that the and House were to 
vuthority 
There was no rule o1 law to gvoveru in the count: 
second joint rule had been abrogated 

I believe the Senate would have had a Pres th 
inenmbent had not been equal to the task 
who would the day the two Houses met in 


requal power and rn the 


the 


prem 
twenty 


present 
one would have been elected 


on point 


session to count 
to deter 


tbsence af 


yimed and exercised the rm rhit 


mine and count the votes and announce the result, i thee 


¥ otherwise 

Suppose he should have done so and declared Hayes elected, against 
the protestations of the Tlouse, how would the case have stood? ‘The 
House, believing the action of the President of 
revolutionary, and not having the 
but one thing, 


and proceed and elect Tilden. 


the Senate unlawful 
votes in its po 
hiv 
vould then have been two men 
declared elected President. the Departinents that hold 
over under the ted States would have ized 
Ilayes as the President after the 4th of Mareh, ane the 
have done the same thing; Hayes could have appointed a new Cabi 
net, and the Senate, under the Constitution, 
The House could have recognized ‘1 
no other department of Government would 
would have been in with a Secretary of War 

Treasury, and all the other ¢ 
purse and the sword would have been in his hands 
Tilden would have 


SSESSLOTL, ¢ ould 


have done to Wil: declare 
Phere 
Phe le 


laws of the | 


there been no eleetion 
ads of 
recoyh 
Senate would 
would bh confirmed 
President, but 
Hayes 
wid of the 
The 


ive 
the same, thlen as 
have 


of the 


done BO. 
Navy, 


ibinet officers standimg by him 


“ulunder his eon 


been Without a cabinet, without au ariny, 


But some say the peopie would have stood by hit It 
this that the people would have rall 


is meant ly 
ler arius to fight 
int, how futile 
iffairs? That 


mala pluage hi 


Pilden um 
is what 


lied to 
him into the presidential office. If this 
What lover of 


would be the 


IS Ihe 


his country could desire such a ite of 


end of all free governinent. tle that we 


Inte sic h a condition ts anenemy to tree 


not le 


the eleet i ill was pa 


roverninenl sieh 


& Trpcotine 
Under these circumstances The re 


been disap 


ase 
sults have not been wuat we « 
pointed, 


xpected ; itry has 


thi 
object’ of | boil o ‘ irs 
fraud 


constinimat 


It is said now by some that 
the count: yes, deleat the 
pressions when we see a great thout to be 
mitted is to defeat and prevent ion of the 
before we prevent the consummation of what we believe to be 
we should look well to the result of our action Lt the 
feated every lawyer knows there will be President 
the Const 
im thee 
uuder the 


todeteat 

ith 
wrong 

thre 


ana cou 


But 
a wrong 


RAILe, 


count 1s ce 
the 4th 
make a 


pro 


| the same 


ne 


tut 


alter 


ion and laws to 


l’res 


Constitution 


President. An interregnum 
duced without any authority 


vould be 
to til 
would be the result Pothis Lean never give 

I will never by my 
The party that 
this country 
like the snow and fros 

No party can expect to govern tl mintry that 
the forms of law and order mn le of Llouse 
the other side to abide the suit it been iol i 


my consent. vote bring about such anarchy and 
contusion, 


fusion in 


uch anarehy and con 


would 


vould bring about 


could not sustain itselt It dissolve 


before the rays of a burning sun, 


abandons 
thre expected 
LVOr, L know 
it is hard to see so gre 
that there is no re 
party of law and ordet verninent 
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Let us have the record of the fraud m 


nust remember 
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black and infamous we, and 


then like law-abiding citizens let us appeal to the people in the man 
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urning boards to defeat their will 
democrat party l 
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and ¢ tution, 
wrong in such majorities that it w 
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LIN possi 
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ble for conspirators and perjured ret 
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[3S APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


The Election in Lonisiana 


SPEECH OF HON. G. C. CABELL, 
OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


February 20, 1277, 


Oo he report of joint electoral commission upon th ote of Louisiana. 


Mr. ¢ ‘ELL. Mr. Speaker, I cannot forbear to enter at this time 
my solemn protest and that of the people whom [ have the honor in 
part to represent against the illegal and partisan decision just made 
by the members constituting the majority of the joint electoral com- 
mission 

When the news was flashed through the iron veins of this great 
Republie that the Congress of the United States, in aspirit of patriot 
ism never excelled in the history of ancient or modern times, had 
constituted a high commission for the settlement of the disputed 
matters growing out of the late presidential election—a commission 
to be composed of Senators and Representatives, and members of that 
wiguat tribunal, the Supreme Court of the United States—a thrill of 


h 
joy pervaded the hearts of the people of this country, and a genuine | 


contidence was inspired that through the labors of this “ high commis 
sion every doubt in regard to the election would be fairly solved, every 
effort at fraud thwarted, frandulent returning boards rebuked, and 
the presice ntial office awarded to that man who by the votes of the 
American people was justly entitled thereto ho accomplish its grand 
purposes the jomnt commission was invested with every power, privi 
lege, and prerogative which belonged or pertained to either and both 
Houses of Congress under our Constitution and laws, and every facil 
ity afforded to enable its members to properly investigate, rightly 
consider, and fairly adjudye in reference to the mightiest issue ever 
submitted to the arbitrament of a human tribunal. The difticulties 
and disputes incident to the fiercest political campaign ever conducted 
in this country, with all the attendant cirenmstances, charges, and 
proofs of trand and corruption, were turned over to the commission 
for investigation and determination, Counsel high in the esteem of 
the country and learned in the law were chosen to aid the delibera 
tions of this high tribunal, whose authority it was said “ none could 
question and whose decision all would accept as tinal 

How did this commission proceed and what work has it} aecom 
plished f 

Phe case of the disputed election in) Florida was tirst submitted. 
In that case the State of Florida stood forth proclaiming through het 
governor, her Legislature, and her supreme court that her people 


been represented by av ile and faithless returning board. 

Bat the voice of a sovereign State, protesting through her every 
departinent of government, was unheeded and stifled, and the votes 
of her people, by the great returning board of the nation, counted for 
i candidate for whom they were not cast 

Right to seven, a strietly partisan vote, did the work ; and the fact 
suddenly flashed upon the country that partisanship, not patriotism, 
controlled the actions of the majority of that commission from which 
the country expected so much 

Che paltry pretext mivaneed by or on behalf of the commission, 
that no evidences or presentations of fraud were submitted with the 
Florida case, in some degree appeased the astonished country and 
gave ground for hope that when the case of Louisiana was reached 
the proofs of outraged justice and bare-faced frauds there presented 
would extort from the commission a decision favorable to the Tilden 
electors 

Vain hope! The State of Louisiana was put upon trial and a de 
eision was reached And such a decision! 

If the country was astonished at the determination of the Florida 
case, if Was made to stand aghast at the decision in reference to Lou 
Ishii. 


A partisan majority of the grand commission coolly informed the | 
country that they had no power, that Congress had no power to go | 


behind the certificate of the so-called governor and report of the re 
turning board of Louisiana; thet, although invested with all the 
power and authority of the two Houses of Congress, the commission 
could not and would not hear evidence in reference to the glaring 
frauds and flagrant villainies whereby the people of Louisiana were 
robbed of their votes and the country at large of the President of its 


choiee, 


What an astounding revelation! What a monstrous confession! | 


Why did not the gentlemen composing the majority of the commis- 
sion go further and couple with their determination the necessary 
correlative proposition, that while the two Houses of Conyress pos 
sessed neither power to arrest nor to repress fraud—a power exercised 
by the feeblest tribunal in the land they yet possessed the power if 
not the will to perpetuate it 

The people of this country will be slow to realize the utter im 
potency of the Constitution framed by our fathers and the powers 
thereby conferred upon the Federal Legislature, as interpreted by the 
joint high commission, That Congress has no right to canvass elect 
oral returns made to it in pursuance of the Constitution; no right 


| high and imposing duty, tt was expected by Congress and de: 





power—power as construed to exist by some of the very gentl 


| large majority of my democratic brethren on this floor, I voted fol 
the bill creating the electoral commission. With every instinct 0! 





to investigate when an injured State alleges frand and proves it : 
right to correct abuses and frands when they are thrust patent 
flagrant into the very faces of the two Houses, is a doctrine to w), 
neither I nor the country will subscribe. 

rhe spectacle which we present to the civilized nations 
world as represented by the conclusions of the committee w 
astonishing to them as humiliating to us. Welhave boasted that 
Constitution was the grandest achievement of human wisdom {) 
to history and our system of laws the simplest and yet the most , 
fect and comprehensive ever instituted for the government of 
ple. Yet how do our vain boastings fade away and our delis 
vanish as we comprehend and other countries discover in the ligh; 
this new revelation that there resides neither strength nor vi rol 
Constitution and laws of our country sutticient to repress the fy 
and throttle the villainies of a few sweet-scented individuals oy 
ized into returning boards in one or two of the States of this | 

Mr. Speaker, the defect does not exist in the Constitution, nor 4) 
there any powers wanting to Congress WwW hereby the great Objects 
the creation of the commission might not have been attained, 4 
defect turns out now to have been in the constitution of the econ 
sion itself, and the fault and the wrong of the final result w 


“ 
1 pen 


it 
wid 


| ever lie at the doors of those composing the majority of that com) 


sion—men “whom the world thought worthy,” but who in ar 
hour exchanged patriotism for policy and sunk the character of 


} judge in that of the partisan. 


The joint commission has failed of its high destiny and yw 
dered wide of its great mission. Lnstituted for the discharge of 


i 


by the country that the commission should regard no technics 
spare no labor, omit no investigation, and tolerate no fraud, but 
boldly to the consideration of the whole electoral question and 
termine who by the honest votes of the people had been ek 
President of the United States Instead of justifying reasons 
public expectation, the commission has returned to us a d 
which declares in effeet that for more than two months Cong 
been enaeting a solemn farce and holding out vain and deve 

promises to a long-suffering and outraged people. For T de 

here that to tell the people of this country, after more than thr 
months of anxious suspense and business prostration, that the tw 


Honses of Congress under the Constitution have not the power 
look into the eleetoral votes of the several States to eliminate fr i 
from the returns and declare the true result of the election, is to 
sult their intelligence and to challenge their eredulity. 

It is too late now, especially too late for the “ guide stars 
republican party, to find defects in the Constitution and to ath 
want of power In its provisions, when so much has heretofor 


} asserted and exercised at their instance and instigation 
had voted at the late election for Tilden, and not for Hayes, as had 


For more than twelve years the Executive and Congress | 
sumed to hold the people under military control, to appoint g 
and uphold them with the bayonet, te reconstruct States, and to mak 
and unmake governments as fancy inelined or republican interests 
dictated. There was held to be power in all these years in Congress 
to meet any emergency. To assert a theory then was but to ela 


who now as members of the joint commission with farcical wanto 
assure the country of the helplessness of its Congress to repress 
frands and forgeries certified from a State, although that State, pa 
plied in her sovereignty and writhing under her disgrace, ma) 
standing forth pleading for justice and demanding protection fro 
wrong. When we consider the ample powers conferred by Cong 
upon the commission, we fail to recognize any good motive 
could have inspired the majority in coming to their conclusions. ‘Th 
refused to hear evidence to establish the truth. They retused to 
vestigate the reeking, rankling frauds whereby the vote of a w! 
State was stolen, and in the exercise of powers which they were pleas 
to believe involved doubts solved every doubt in favor of the re 
handed despoilers of a people’s rights. 

A decision se unjust in its character and so impotent in its co 
clusions can never be accepted otherwise than as the emanat 
minds distempered by passion and blinded by party hate. If the 
Houses of Congress possess no greater powers in relation to the ¢ 
oral count than those ascribed to them by the majority of the 
commission, better would it have been for the country, better wo 


| it have been for them, if weeks ago they had called two of our pag 


to the bar of the House and required them to count every vote nal 
in every eertificate, whether fraudulent or not, sent under covet 
the President of the Senate. And why not? If this decision esta 
lishes anything, it clearly establishes the principle that hereafter | 
President of the United States may be elected by “ returning boards 
and not by the people, and that, no matter by what means ac 
plished, whether by corruption or otherwise, the candidate whio ¢a 
win to himself the greatest number of returning boards may ti 
highest oftlice in the Government, the votes of the people and tl 
Congress to the eontrary notwithstanding. 

Laver, Mr. Speaker, that my disappointment in this matter 
greater at the manner in which the great wrong has been accomplish 
than at the failure of my party to win snuecess. In common wit 


: wiit 
my nature warring against the miserable alternative, I yet believed! 
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r the circumstances the best that could be done for our party 
the country. I believed, as I am sure that our majority in Con- 
s believed, that, although Tilden was fairly elected, the President 
vf the Senate intended to count Hayes in, and that General Grant in- 
tended to seat him, if necessary, at the point of the bayonet. To such 
uuplexion had it come at last.” I believed that no effectual re- 
uice Was contemplated by the only people in a position to offer it ; 
d thus believing Laccepted the sole proposition—the electoral bill 
which seemed to offer the one and only chance of a legal solution 
difticulties which surrounded us. We selected such men for 
be eleetoval commission as according to all human rules ought to | 
have vindieated the object and purposes of theirselection. If they 
i majority of them have disappointed our reasonable expectations, 
fault rests with them, and not upon us. 
| sometimes hear it said that we shonld not have voted for the bill. 
Wl What else conld we have done?) Who proposed a better | 
heme for the settlement of the perplexing matter? Frail mortals 
)not usually see things as well at the beginning as at the conclu- 
sion of a transaction; but in this we acted from a sense of duty and | 
f patriotism—we took the only chance presented, and I see no rea- 
n now to believe that the result would have Leen different if we 
had defeated the bill. If any gentleman can point us to an honor- | 
ible escape from the dilemma in which cireninstances have placed 
if there are any so wise as to lead us toa different and better 
it. lam more than willing to follow; but Iam not willing to be } 
blind follower of the blind,” and rush headlong upon schemes 
hich promise nothing save to plunge the country into chaos and 
arehy The country desires peace, order, and good government, 
d weean best attain those ends by a faithful observance on out 
art of the great prineiples embodied in our Constitution, 
Phe people of this country are quick to perceive any infringement 
{ their chartered liberties, and they will in proper time fearfully 
rebuke the faithlesspess of the republican party. The wrongs and 
juries heaped by that party upon some of the Southern States ot 
this Union, especially upon the State of Louisiana, will in time pro 
we their legitimate fruits, and create a happy revulsion in public 
sentiment in favor of a State which has indeed been tried in the tire 
affliction. For four years scourged by war, for eight ye 
vhted by the withering rule of the alien plunderer, now stripped 
Vunjust decision of the rights and immunities of freemen, the 
valric people of Louisiana,in the sublimity of patriotism, have | 
dured their wrongs and borne their attlictions with more than Ro 
in firmness or Spartan bravery. 
But the day of deliverance for Louisiana from the hands of the | 
espoiler will come, as it will come for the people of this entire coun- 
lhe wickedness of our opponents has culminated in an unjust de- 
sion rendered by a partisan majority upon the electoral commission. 
Never will the American people willingly assent to a decision so un 
st. It may seat Mr. Hayes in the presidential chair, but it will add | 
luster to the good name which his friends have ascribed to him 
It may give a new, but short lease of power to the republican party, 
but let me tell you gentlemen of the opposition that you have no 
xe for rejoicing. You can yever feel satistied with the treecher 
is means by which you have achieved your temporary trinmph. | 
Be sure that your sins will find you ont,” for this partisan electoral 
ecision, Which troubles you even now, as sure as Heaven is just, will | 
wing its bitter rewards to the party which so eagerly avails itself of 
lie nest stupendous wrong ever inilicted upon the rights, and liber 
lies of a people. 


f the 


y not? 
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The Texas Pacific Railroad—No more Snbsidies—No more Partnerships | 


between the Government and Private Individaals or Corporations 


SPEECH OF HON. L. T. NEAL, 
OF OHIO, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 1, 1°77, 


Railroad bill 
Mr.NEAL. Mr. Speaker, among the many bills npon our Calendar 
Vhieh are appropriate subjects for discussion at this time, none ex 


On the Texas Pacitic 


ho inportance, or im the magnitude of the interests it involves, | 


hill amendatory of and supplementary to the act entitled “An 
el to imeorporate the Texas and Pacitie Railroad Company, and to 
ud in the construction of its road, and for other purposes,” approved 
Mars 3, 1871; and the act supplementary thereto, approved May 2, 
Ix72; and the act entitled “An act granting lands to aid in the con- 
‘rhetion of a railroad and telegraph line from the States of Mis 
ur amd Arkansas to the Pacitic Ocean,” appreved July 27, Ls66 
And although it has received the sanction of a majority of the Com 
luittee on the Pacitie Railroad, from which it is reported I desire 
here and now to enter ny protest against its passage 
During the first session of the Forty-third Congress, [snbmitted t: 
this Honse my Views upon the question of the power of the Federal 
Government to construct railroads within the States, or to create cor 


ee 


| fifty millions of dollars 


| roads being, for this PULrpose 


| dollars per mile, and they 
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that company to build a road through from the Colorado River, near 

Fort Yuma, to San Diego, by what is designated in the bill as the 

direct line between those two points, a distance of about three hun- 

dred miles, with the same right to issue guaranteed bonds that it has 

on other parts of main route. If we do this, it will swell the 

yeregate amount of bonds to $101,450,000, the annual interest to 
and the interest for the full fifty years to $253,625,000, 

But this is not all. The liability of the Government will not stop 
here. It may be continued for fifteen or twenty years longer, until 
he right of the creditor or bondholder to enforce the payment of his 
indebtedness shall be barred by the statute of limitations, and thereby 
in nearly or quite 33 per cent. by the failure or 
refusal of the railroad companies to redeem their bonds at maturity. 
Nor will this liability of the Government nominal only. What- 
it may be upon its face, it prove in the end to be most posi- 
and real, and I have no doubt that every dollar, or nearly every 
dollar, included in or covered by it, willlhave to be paid by the Govern- 
ment, without any chance 
it may trom tine 
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And here the express ob, ject of the bill is to give the sup 
port, aid, co-operation of the Government to these corporations, by se 


enring to them a loan of the public credit, and thus enabling them to 


all 


| running and operating their roads. 


| State of Texas, to secure the principal of the bonds issued, the j 


| Ins6, of 1 per cent. per annum in gold on the whole amount of bond 
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assert with such confidence that the liability of the Governmey; 
although nominally contingent or conditional, will be in effect tix.) 
and absolute. : 
The principal security proposed is this: Each company upon 
cepting this act—should the bill become a law—is to file with 4) 
Secretary of the Interior a mortgage upon its road, with its equ 
ment, depots, shops, fixtures, and property of every kind, ud 
the lands granted by Congress to aid in its construction, and in th. 
case of the Texas and Pacilic company the lands granted to it by | 


ine] 


est guaranteed 
into the 


by the United States, and a sinking fund to be 


paid 
Treasury of the United States, commencing with the 


vea 


issued. To guard against any failure or refusal to execute 


and ¢ 


| liver the mortgage required, the acceptance of the provisions of ¢} 


| and payment into the United States Treasury, at certain times, of s 


act itself by either of said companies is declared ipso facto to cons 
tute a first lien or mortgage upon the property I have named. 

All the other provisions of the bill relating to the setting apart 
arising from the sales of land and the net earnings of the road, 4 
amounts received from the Government for the transportation of trooy 
and supplies, and for its postal and telegraph service, which are ci 


| clared to be for the purpose of more specilically providing for th 


terest on the bonds, and a sufficient sinking fund to redeem them «a: 


| maturity, add but little to the value of the security upon which ¢] 


| ity inany case, much less in a case 


Government must rely. Noneof us acting for ourselvesin matters at 
fecting our individual interests would take or rely upon any such sev 

1 of this magnitude, No prudent 
careful business man would do anything of the kind. Free transports 
tion for its troops, supplies, mails, and other things, while the bonds 
are outstanding and unpaid, which the Government will be able t 
obtain by withholding whatever shall become due to these compa 
ies for such services, will be about all that ean be expected from ar 
of these Ll regard the others as perfectly nugatory a 
valueless for the purposes of security. Ido not believe that one do 
lar will ever be realized by the Government under either of the 
Nothing will be easier than for the officers of these soulless corpora 


provisions. 


| tions, with whom the determination of the question must rest, to show 
| that no net protits have been derived from the sales of land or fro 


secicavans laa with these provisions; 


| I proceed that what is termed the 
| provided 


Then, again, the bill contains no specifie or snmmary remedy fo 


and a resort to a suit at 
or in equity, as might seem best, to enforce sueh compliance 
tain the benetits proposed to be given by them, will be attende 
with uneertainty, if not with absolute failure to secure the r 

sought. The whole security of the government will therefore virt 
ally rest upon the mortgage alone. For it will appare! 
additional seeurity, that whi 
in the sixth section by retaining in the ‘Treasury 
thousand dollars per mile of the bonds to be issued, to meet any 
ficiency in the interest fund, will wholly fail in its 
prove no security whatever. And what will be the 
Government under the mortgage? When you come 
which must be done in the usnal way for asserting 
special mode or power being given by the 


and « 


become 
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bill for that purpose, wl 


Ont 


| will have the first lien upon the mortgaged property, the Governme 


| the 


rigorous and limited mean- | 
is any class or kind 


Inn 


the Government will be snbor 


or the holders of the bonds issued by the railroad companies ? 
opinion, the rights and interests of 
nated to those of the bondholders. The Government will be 1 
surety, the bondholders the creditors, and as against the ereditors 
surety will stand only in the place of the debtor Its rights 
the mortgaged property will in equity be substantially the same as 
it were nota party to the mortgage. So that, upon the general pri 
ples of equity, the Government will not be able to avail itself of the 
benefits of the mortgage until full payment of the prineipal of 


bonds has been made, and will consequently lose all it will have | 


| compelled to pay by virtue of its suretyship, as it cannot be serious!) 


accomplish by and through it that which they themselves declare to | 


be an impossibility without it. 


The fact that the liability of 


° 
the Government is seemingly contin 
gent does not detract in the least from the strength of the posi 
tion that this is a subsidy. I Naty seemingly contingent because the 
probabilities that the Government will not be called upon to pay 
every dollar of the interest guaranteed are so slight that they are 
scarcely worthy of a passing notice in the consideration of the 
bill, and that it becomes us as practical men to treat such sum, what- 
ever it may be, as the absolute, unconditional debt of the Government. 
Phat private capitalists cannot be found, either at home or abroad, 
to take the bonds of these companies upon such terms as they now 
offer to the Government to save it harmless from any loss by reason 
of its guarantee of interest upon such bonds, is of itself strong, if 
not conclusive evidence of a gross exaggeration of the value of the 
security offered, and consequently of certain and inevitable loss to 
the Government should we aceept it. But whether this inference 
ean be justly drawn from this single fact or not is immaterial, since 
an examination into the nature and character of the security pro- 
posed will fully sustain me in all that I have said in regard to it, and 
show most clearly that Ido not state the case too strongly when I 


even 


contended that a second lien will be worth anything at all. 
However great the hardship may be the Government and not th: 

creditors will have to bear it. To hold otherwise will be to viol 

every rule of construction applicable to cases of this kind, and tod 


ite 


| feat the very object sought by the indorsement of the Government 


| settled than that which declares that the creditor is entitled to 


for while such indorsement will secure to the creditors their interest 
it will take away from them the only security they will have for th 
principal of their debt, if the mortgaged property is to be first ap 
plied to the repayment of whateversum may be paid by the Gov 
ment for their benefit. Now it may be that no case exactly para 
with this ean be found. But other cases which lay down the sal 
principle are reported, and the doctrine applicable to it: is fully re: 
ognized and established. There is no rule of law or equity bett 
the 
benefit of any counterbond, mortgage, or other security which 4 
surety may have taken from the principal to indemnify him, and tha a 


| he may go intoa court of equity and reach such security to sal 


his debt. My, 
If, then, the creditor can appropriate to his use all securities £1V' 


| by the principal to the surety as well as those which may be given! 


himself, he certainly has the priority of lien where two mortgages 
are given by the debtor upon the same property, one to himself, the 
‘ other to the surety, or where a mortgage is given to them joint! 
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In one case that I recall—and there are many such—where the surety 
had obtained from the debtor a mortgage to secure him against lia 
pility and also to secure another debt due to himself, the court held 
that the creditor was entitled not only to the benetits of the mort 
‘ave but to be paid out of the first proceeds of the mortgaged prop- 
erty in preference to the surety. In other cases the courts have 
;one so far as to hold that where a creditor has lent the principal 
two sums of money on different and distinct securities, a party who 
. surety for the first sum only cannot, upon payment of that sum, 
have a transfer of the securities held for it until the creditor has 
- so been paid the other sum, thus qualifying the rule that the surety 
. entitled to the benefits of all the securities held by the creditor by 
subjecting this right to prior rights in the creditor, and extending 
the one | contend for much further than it need be extended to be- 
come fully applicable to this case. And if this be true, as it undoubt- 
edly is, it is a self-evident proposition that the only effect of the re- 
tention of the five thousand dollars per mile out of the forty thou 
and dollars per mile of guaranteed bonds will be to increase rather 
than diminish the liability of the Government. ‘The object of retain 

gy these bonds in the ‘Treasury is to throw them upon the market 
wid sell them to meet any deliciency in the amounts to be realized 
from the sources of which I have already spoken and deposited for in- 
terest. 

But if the rights of the Government are subordinated to those of the 
reditors, you will by selling the bonds held in reserve not only in 
crease by one-seventh the interest to be paid by the Government, but 
will inerease the debt to be paid out of the proceeds of the mort gaged 
property prior to that of the Government to the extent of the tive 
thousand dollars per mile, and decrease in a corresponding degree the 
chances of the Government to be re-imbursed for whatever sum it 
vill have paid upon the bonds guaranteed. Besides all this, the 
Government will be charged with the duties and responsibilities of 
trustee for the creditors or bondholders. It will have thrust upon it 
the care and management of all the business of these companies from 
the beginning to the end of this whole transaction in so far as it re 
ites to their bonded debt, it being made the express duty of the See- 
retary of the Treasury to take charge of the issuing and registering 
of the bonds, the purchase and cancellation of the bonds for the sink 
ug fund, the sale of the bonds held in reserve to meet any deficiency 

this fund, and all other things pertaiming to the execution of the 
liflerent provisions of the bill, should it become a law. 
fhe sum of the whole is that it is one grand organized scheme for 
under and robbery under the guise of law; and I entirely mistake 
iw character and temper of the American people if they do not re 
se longer to submit to be thus plundered and robbed, howevei 
wecious may be the pretexts or plausible the theories advanced to 
un their consent to any such undertakings. They want no more 
partuerships between the Government and private individuals or cor- 
porations in which the Government pays all and the individual o1 
poration gets all. I know the people of my own State do not, be 
use a little more than two years ago, when the question of railroad 
uid was directly submitted to them in the shape of an amendment to 
our State constitution, they declared against it by an overwhelming 
majority, a vote of more than six to one. And that, too, in the face of 
the fact that that amendment was carefully guarded by restrictions 
ost stringent in their character, requiring, among other things, that 
u0 subscription, loan, or contribution should be made to any railroad 
company unless it should be first authorized by the votes of two- 
thirds of the electors of the city, township, or incorporated village 
proposing to make it, given at an election held for that purpose, and 
that the order for such election should specify all the conditions of 
the subseription, loan, or contribution proposed ; the consideration to 
he given therefor, the estimated cost of the proposed work, the 
means secured for its completion, and the pact of the work upon 
which the proposed subscription, loan, or contribution was to be ex- 
pended. And I think I will be justified in saying that at least eight 
out of ten of those voting attirmatively upon said amendment were 
opposed to the principle of it, and only gave it their support because 
ot adesire upon their part to apply it to some local enterprise in 
which they were either personally or otherwise directly interested. 
lhe cry of the originators of this outrageous and iniquitous scheme, 
and of their advocates and lobbyists, which has resounded through 
the halls and anterooms of this Chamber, and which has been heard 
ipon this floor itself, from the very commencement of this session, 
that the passage of this bill will revive trade and business, give em- 
ployment to thousands of idle and unemployed laboring-men, and 
‘ring us unbounded prosperity in a thousand other ways, will fall 
(nil and listless upon the ears of the people. Even those who in their 
anxiety, poverty, and distress are willing that almost any experiment 
shall be tried that wi!l afford any well-founded hope or chance for 
relief, by putting bread into their mouths and clothes upon their backs, 
will not be deluded by any such appeals. They have learned long 
since that the promises of such men are not made to be fulfilled, that 
they but “keep the word of promise to our ear and break it to our 


hope.” He will be most rash and inconsiderate who shall attempt to | 


oller in justification of his vote for this bill any such reasons and ex- 
pect to escape the wrath and indignation of his constituency, unless 
perchance he shall be the representative of some locality or section 
whose people will be immediately and directly benefited by the con- 
struction of these roads, and who will favor the project upon purely 





local, sectional, and selfish grounds, regardless of the cost or conse 
quences to the Government and the country at large 

Mr. Speaker, if we pass this bill, it will be a most flagrant, not to 
say dishonorable, repudiation and reversal of our own solemn judg 
ment duly entered upon our Journal, by which, on the 15th day of 
December, 1875, we, by the unprecedented vote of two hundred and 
twenty-three to thirty-three, declared against all subsidies of every 
kind to individuals or corporations, whether in money, bonds, public 
lands, or by indorsement or pledge of the public credit. And I warn 
the leaders of the democratic party in this House that if they permit 
this bill to pass, it will be a violation of every pledgeof reform and 
an honest and economical administration of the affairs of this Govern 
ment that we have made to the people,and will result in our over 


throw in almost every State in the Union in the first general election 
that shall be held. 


Territory of Oklahoma. 


SPEECHIL OF HON. ERASTUS WELLS, 
UF MISSOU Kl 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


March 2, 1877, 
On the bill to provide for the organization of the Territory of Oklaboma, and f 
better protection of the Indian tribes therein 
Mr. WELLS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I should fail in my duty 
to my constituents and to the State which [have the honor in part 
to represent on this tloorif [did not, even in the present unfavor 
able condition of political events and public feeling, ask of this 
HLouse a fair and impartial consideration of the bill providing for the 
organization of a territorial government for the aboriginal tribes now 


or the 


domiciled in the Indian Territory. The measure proposed, it is true, 
does not in its provisions carry to the extent IT myself, and as I be 
lieve my constituents, desire to see carried in a proposition of this 


character, the principles of self-government, and consequently of en 


lightenment and civilization 


At the last session of Convress, after a consultation with many of 
the warmest and truest friends of the Indian race, andafter full and 
careful consideration of the social and commercial interests of the peo 


pleof the great Statesimmediately interested in, as they areintimatel 
associated with, the settlement of this que stion of the deve Leopornne nt oft 
the country embraced in the limits of the Indian Territory, T int 
duced in this Honse a bill providing for the organization of Okla 
homa Territory, based upon the rights of the Indian as a prospective 
citizen of the United States to that ownership of property 
the distinguishing feature of true civilization. That bill proposed 
that to each Indian, male or female, residing in the Indian Territory, 
and entitled to an interest in the commonalty of property therein at 
present obtaining, should be allotted, in fee-simple, one hundred and 


whichi 


| sixty acres of land, inalienable for a term of years, and that allother 


lands should be disposed of under direction of the Federal Govern 
ment, reserving certain sections for school purposes, and the proceeds 
be vested for the sole use and benetit of the Indians now oc« upying 
this Territory and their descendants. That bill carried, as [I think, 
to a logical conelnsion the ideas of civilization intended to be incul 
cated in the now proposed measure, by giving to the Indian that idea 
of self-dependence, based upon and sustained by individual absolute 
control of property, without which moral responsibility, and conse 
quently civilization is impossible. If, however, it is impossible to 
obtain the full measure of security and advancement for these Indian 
tribes, I for one, so far from throwing obstacles in the way of any 
advancement, am willing to accept and sustain the measure now pro 
posed, knowing full well that civilization onee commenced cannot 
be turned backward, and that the near future must bring with it the 
full progress thereof in the Indian nation as in every portion of the 
Union. 

That I do not overstate the desire of the agricultural, mechanical 
and commercial interests of the Mississippi Valley for the institut 


on 
of arepublican form of government in the Indian ‘Territory and the 
advancement of the Indian tribes therein domiciled from a state ot 
semi-barbarism to that of « ization: or, to state the case more con 


cisely, from the condition of panper wards to that of citizenship, is 
evidenced by the memorials and petitions praying Congress to place 
the Indian nation under a territorial government, presented at pre 
ceding sessions from the Board of Trade and the Chamber of Commeres 
of Saint Louis, and from the national commercial convention held 
at Saint Lonis in December, 1872, which convention, composed of 
delegations from the chambers of commerce and boards of trade of 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Saint Louis, Louisville, Memphis, New Orleans, and all other lead 
ing cities of the Union, deemed this question of so much impor 
tance to the whole Union as to make its consideration a prominent 
feature of its debates, and to formulate its opinion thereou in the fol 
lowing resolution: . 

Resolved by the national commercial convention, assembled in Saint Louis, That Con 
greas be, and is hereby, respectfully memorialized to establish without delay a terri 
torial government over the country known as the Indian Territory, bringing the peo- 


; 
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LHaUSEries 


ule, not only in’ Missouri, buat in western States Interested 
in this question, to formidable proportions. Situated on the borders of 
Missouri, Arkansas, is, New Mexico, and Kansas, with 
i territory of upward of seventy-two thousand square miles 
than any State in the Union excepting only Texas 


ritory forms a barrier 


Louisiana, Tex 
larger 
this Indian Ter- 
the waves of commerce dash with 
Onthe north and northwest of this Territory 
must be produced the corn and the cured meats necessary to sustain 
the lands lying south and south 
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ever-increasing violence 
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So this barrier 


the value of such article 

place of 
Territory at once decreases the value of 
farmer ot Missouri, of Kansas, of Nebraska, 
of lowa, of Wisconsin, of Illinois, of Minnesota, and of all the North 
western States, at the same time that it enhances the cost of the cot 
ar production of Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana. It 
enhances the cost of the beef supply ineach ot the Northern and New 
England States at the same time that it cireumscribes the market. for 


the production of tue factories of those States by enhancing the cost 


md enhances its cost at the 
the Indian 


cereals and bacon to the 


CONSUL ULON 


thus raised by 


ton and sug 


of the carriage, and consequent cost of the article, to each consumer in 
extensive country. This barrier, too, shuts 
off ina large measure the developments of the rich mineral regions of 
New Mexico and Arizona, and the extension of sheep husbandry on 
the vast plains of those Territories. It limits the production of use- 
ful articles of husbandry and other manufactures from the minerals 
of Missouri and other States west of the Mississippi; it prevents the 


sections of our cotlmon 


citizens of Texas, Arkansas, and Kansas from developing manufacto- 
ries that might consume a portion of the raw products of those States 
by preventing the development of the rich coal-tields lying within 
the limits of this vast Indian Territory, which, containing but sixty 
thousand aboriginees, scattered over a space larger than all New En- 
gland, reduces the great States of Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, and 
the condition of States, and forces the interstate 
commerce of these as well as of other and more populous States to 
ecirreuitous routes of 


Texas to border 
the eost of 
articles of consumption, and depreciating in each the value of com 
modities produced by its labor and capital. 

Sir, a glance at the map will show the error of those who, in the 
removal of the Cherokees, Choctaws, and other tribes from the east 
to the west side of the Mississippi, deemed that in locating them anew 
west of the Arkansas and Missouri State lines they had placed them 
beyond the march of civilization, and in a region which could be 
closed against intrusion by lines of commerce and national intercom- 
munication. The Indian possession of the State of New York would 


communication, enhancing to each 


people of New England and those of Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and 


Illinois, than the exclusive possession by that race of the Indian Ter- 


ritory as common and indivisible property does between the people 
of Texas and New Mexico and those of 
lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Hlinois. The closing of the State 
of New York by such possession, and the sundering of the water com- 
munication between the great lakes and the Atlantic, would be 
scarcely a greater calamity to the commerce of the Union than will 


be the irrevocable setting aside of a large Territory of fertile country ! 


titleto | and the maintaining of an impassable barrier between the grai 


| ducing regions of the Northwest and the cotton and sugar produc 


| by the laws to which each 


teeming | 


| «liscussed. 


} ion of that character. 


Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, | 


in the very center of the western portion of the Mississippi Valle: 
Dro 
lands of the Gulf regions, between the wool product of the extrem, 


West and the manufacturers of the East, preventing the « ompletion 
a midland route to the Pacilic antl delaying for scores of years th. 


} settlement of Arizona and New Mexico, and the development of 


varied mineral resources of these vast Territories. Not ouly so 
should the project which seems to tind favor in some quarters, 
tend those reservations and gather thereon other tribes of India 1S. j 
eluding the warlike Comanches, Arapahoes, Sioux, &c., be carried jy} 
effect, the States which now form the boundaries of this propo 
new Territory would forever remain border States. In that even; 
neither Missouri, Texas, Arkansas, nor Kansas could hope to develo 
the border portion of their domain ; theirinhabitants would never | 
free from apprehension of an Indian war; the personal property ¢ 
their citizens would never be sate from the depredation of predatom 
strife, for where you by law exciude civilization you cannot cultivar, 
moral responsibility ; and, lacking the facilities for cheaply trans 
porting the products of their tields to the markets most requiring the 
cultivation would be negleeted, and a portion of the count tl 
richest and fairest, as it is the most central of all its domain, wo 
be doomed to a mere backwoods existence until the poverty followi 
ignorance, the feuds engendered by lawless life, the disease arisi; 
from foreed idleness and restraint from aecustomed PUPrsiits, unre 
lieved by preparation for other occupation would slowly decimate tly 


Lowy 


f 


vr 
af 


I 


| vietins of national sentimentality, leaving broad tracts, capable 
| awakening the industry of communities, as large as some of the seq 


board States, to the possession of a few scattered representatives of 
race, and the ultimate spoliation of renegade white men, willing tosi: 
their birthright by adoption into another race for the sake of sei: 


| the reversiouary interest in its lands. 


Such, sir, are the reasons which impel the peeple of Missonr 
sustain any effort to organize the Indian Territory into a real Terr 


| tory of the Union, with laws which shall protect its aboriginal inhal 


itants in all their vested and proper rights, but shall prevent su 
assured rights from trespassing upon the common rights of eitize 
of the United States. It is too from these reasons that spring t! 
unanimous demand from all the mercantile interests of the U 
for the erection of this Indian Territory into a community govern 
citizen of the United States must bow 
while securing to each of the aborigines all the rights of propert 
the protection to person, and all the liberty of action, socia 
moral, enjoyed by the most favored citizens of the Union 

But, sir, it may be contended here, as it has been elsewlher 
Congress is bound by Indian treaties and cannot legislate e 
the light of the provisions by which the Choctaws, Creeks, ¢ 
kees, aad their allied tribes surrendered other lands in exchany 
reservations within this Indian Territory. [ will not, howevs 
tain the House by even an attempt to diseuss the legal qaes 
which have been raised wheneve1 Indian treaties 
This is a topic upon which other members may exp 


these have 


| with propriety positive opinions and give authoritative decisions. | 


am not a lawyer, and am not titted by education or habits of thought 
for a discussion of the principles of law which must underlie a decis 
It is possible, too, that by astrict interpreta 
tion of phrases those treaties have sought to recognize in certain bh 

dian tribes an inherent right to an ownership in common of a portio 

of the soil of the country, a possession from which they may not be 
diverted without the commitment of an assured legal foree, arbitrary 
and therefore repugnant, to the terms of the treaties. This possession 
however, does not in any material respect differ from that by which 
the aborigines at one time held the lands upon which this Capitol 
stands: and, to admit that these treaties are beyond the power of 


| Congress to amend, change, or set aside, is to create a new lien upo! 
| all property in the country, and to assert that a nation or nations 


with distinct customs, rights, and privileges can exist within ou 
own nation, deriving their life and support from this Government, 
and yet form no part of it; nor, even if the theory be carried to its 
legitimate conclusion, be at all subject to its internal police laws, 
save when that police is administered as a right of war. From such 
an anomalous position a nation must recede, even at the expense ot 


| violating the letter of treaties—if compacts with subjects can by 


called treaties—or it must surrender the principle of inherent sove! 


| eignty upon which its own existence depends. 


In the consideration of these Indian treaties, therefore, [ prefer to 
be governed rather by the spirit than the letter thereof; and to 
rather recognize the Indian as a possible citizen than as a child-lik 
ward or an implacable enemy. In so far, too, [ believe that, desptt 


| the nominal maintenance of the treaties by the Indian Department 
be no greater barrier to commerce and communication between the | 


this position has been assumed by the United States courts, in ad 
judging guilty of misdemeanor those who have violated the in 
ternal-revenue laws upon this reserved land of the Indian, even when 
such violation has been tacitly, at least, approved by the tribes or 
nations which claim exclusive ownership of and jurisdiction over the 
land and the people residing thereon, and even where such violation 
was sanctioned by the express letter of the so-called treaties. (>¢' 
11 Wallace, 616.) Certainly where the tax gatherer and informe! 
may go in violation of treaties, we may proceed in the extending 0! 
more noble attributes of civilization. 














__ 


I have said, sir, that where civilization is exeluded moral responsi 
pility cannot be cultivated. I should, perhaps, have said that where 
self-dependence 18 rejected civilization cannot be assured; that the 
puving of hoes and spades, the giving of harness, the consignment 
of ‘plows, the subsidizing of carpenters and blacksmiths, and even 
the erection of school-houses and churches and the employment of 
teachers and the clergy, will fail to elevate the Indian into manhood 
ind cultivate in him those clements of self-independence which form 
the basis of republican citizenship, the submission to no authority 
except that of Taw and order, not even that of self-will and self-in 
du It is in this respect, to my apprehension, that so far while 
vaviling over the letter of the treaties with the Choctaws, Chero 
iwes, and their associated tribes, the Government has broken, if not 
well-nigh destroyed, the spirit thereof. Promised civilization, they 
have been given only its husks; placed in possession of a vast prop- 
erty, sedulous care has been taken that they should neither understand 
por re alize its value. They have in all respects been treated like a bevy 
of cbildren, to whom we give costly articles for common playthings, 
vet retuse to allow them even by common consent to divide them into 
qdividual ownership or to utilize the value thereof for their own bene 
tit or that of others, They have been hedged in by restrictions, pre 
vented from developing their own capability for self-government by 
refusal of all participation in the General Government except at the 


rence, 


cost of abandoning their race; and now, while it is claimed that this | 


elevation may not be accorded to them, it is not denied that other 
and less civilized tribes may be forced into communication with them 
and be placed upon adjacent reservations to be governed by the same 
agents and to share in the same mockery of self-government so long 
is it be done in the form of independent, but the terrible subjective- 
ess of conquered and abased nationalities. It is these errors in the 
treatment, for I cannot call it government, of the Indian tribes that 
this bill seeks to, and in my opinion will, rectify. Carried into effect 
this proposed organization of the Indian Territory will give to these 
ludian tribes laws to be executed by themselves; courts within their 
own limits to administer justice; the right of trial by juries com- 
posed of their own people; legislation enacted by representatives of 
their own choosing; and it will secure to them under protection of 
the Federal Government inalienable and ultimately personal owner 
ship of the soil which they may till, at the same time that it effeetu- 
ally guards them as tribes and as individuals from appropriation of 
their lands for railroad grants. It will, 1 believe, lead to the eulti- 
vation of the now wild lands of that Territory and to the develop- 
ment of its rich coal and mineral resources by atfording facilities tor 
© transportation of products to market, by exciting emulation, by 
creating the respect incident to citizenship, and by infusing the in- 
entive of individual proprietorship of the soil and ownership of the 
rops grown thereon. And this, sir, seenis to me to be the proper 
solution of the whole Indian question, as it disposes of the anomaly 
of contlicting nationalities ; as it makes every person, Indian or Cau- 
casian, amenable to the laws; as it opens the pathway of civiliza- 
lion toward our rich possessions in the Southwest, affords direct 
communication between the people of the Northwest and the vast 
cotton-producing region west of the Mississippi, removes from four 
of the principal States of the Union the curse of border life, pre 
pares for the more speedy settlement and development of New Mexico 
and Arizona, prevents the closing of an important route to the Pa 
cie Ocean, and places the Indian in a position where he may acquire 
aright of citizenship and the power to prolong his race by competing 
with the white man on equal terms as to self-government and respect 
to laws which must and will be enforced even if that race be extin- 
guished thereby. 


The E ectoral Count. 


SPEECH OF TION. J. H. BAGLEY, 


OF NEW YORK, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 1, 1877, 


On the question of counting the electoral vote for President and Vice-President 
of the United States. 

Mr. J. H. BAGLEY. Mr. Speaker, when I voted for the act known 
as the electoral commission bill I did not deem it necessary to place 
myself upon the record in any other manner than by my vote. Iam 
but a humble layman, and the explanations given by men whom I 
considered practical lawyers and jurists were sutticient to convince 
me that the act was framed in the interest of truth and justice, and 
that a fair and liberal interpretation of it must bring peace and quiet 
and a solution of difficulties which at the time presaged confusion in 
our political affairs and possibly disaster to the country. I voted for 
that bill with the assurance, as I supposed, that its terms implied, if 
they did not declare distinctly, that all the evidence of fraud and cor- 
ruption in the disputed States of Florida and Louisiana were to be 
fairly submitted to the tribunal to aid in its decisions; that whatever 
there was of wrong was to be brought to the light of day; that the 
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wisdom of the two Houses had invented a plan which would coutirm 
the adage that “ truth is mighty and must prevail.” 

In my mind the election of Mr. Tilden or Mr. Hayes was a second 
ary object. From the evidence obtained it was fair to conclude that 
Mr. Tilden had received at the polls in the State of Louisiana a ma 
jority of 8,000 to 10,000 votes. But this result was disputed and the 


be settled. Our republican friends of the Senate, in 
their alarm and consternation, seeing the danger that environed their 


contest must 


candidate, early in the beginning of the session repealed the twenty 
second joint rule, a rule framed and adopted by a republican Con 
gress, and which embodied the plan pursued for years—almost since 
the organization of the Government—and which answered the pur 
pose quite well until they were endangered. Coutrary te and in 
direct opposition to their own arguments of less than a year before, 
and directly in the face of precedents, they assumed that the Presi 
dent of the Senate had the right to count the votes. It will be a 
strange page of history when written, the sudden change of position 
from what L believe was known as Mr. Morton’s plan for counting 
the electoral votes and that occupied by the advocates of that bill 
to-day Phe student of will be for the motive 
of the change. ‘Turning to the next page of history he will tind the 
creation of the electoral conuunission, 
manner thereof; and if he fails to discover the motive for 
from Mr. Morton’s plan he will be a dull scholar indeed. I do not 
claim to know the motive. Lonly say the student of history will be 
apt to discover a motive even though it be a mistakeor error of judy 
ment on his part. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not regret my vote for the electoral bill, but Ido re 
gret most sincerely the manner in which the tribunal created by that 
bill arrived at its conclusions. 


history likely to ask 


and then its decisions and the 


the change 


In the interests of humanity, of our 
country, and of common honesty it were better that the commission 
had never been born. I voted for it in good faith; 


hence Ido not re 
gret it. It was a bill conceived in the interests of 


peace, of truth, of 


justice, by a part, if not the whole, of the committee, set to adopt 


a plan; and, had it been administered as was intended, naught but 
good would have resulted. And this need not have involved the elec 
tion of Mr. Tilden either. It would have been quite as consistent to 
admit the evidence of both the Senate and House committees, or pre 
tend to admit it, and then decide precisely as the decisions now stand, 
as to have concluded without the evidence 
ple would have said your tribunal has done as you required, and has 
rendered a verdict according to its honest judgment But when they 
read the bold declaration of unfairness embodied in the resolution 
Ordered 


In that event, the peo 


Chat the evidence offered be not received 


the honest and fair-play sentiment of the millions of American free 
men must revolt at it as asubversion of 


justice. Ldoubt not this will 
be the case. 


This is not a notion of lawyers, and although the gen 
tlemen of the legal profession may say that the act has been admin 
istered according toits legal construction, yet the equities of the case 
have been neglected, and the masses of the people 
in technicalities and but 
wronged and outraged. 

I say I regret the manner in which this tribunal arrived at its con 
clusion. I regret it so much that I would gladly see its decisions 
frustrated. If we are to have Mr. Hayes for President, or no matter 
who, let us have him without the verdict of this commission, which, 
if established as a precedent, with its apparently partisan decision, 
must for all future time bring demoralization and shame to this peo 


who do not deal 


ask simple justice, will feel themselves 


| ple and Government. 


The Presidential Question 


SPEECH OF HON. H. Y. RIDDLE, 
OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 1, 1877, 


On the subjeet of counting the electoral vote 

Mr. RIDDLE. Mr. Speaker, during the present session of Congress 
I have felt that the political situation was of such gravity and magni 
tude that “length of days should speak and multitude of years should 
teach wisdom ;” and acting upon that conviction T have studiously re 
frained from occupying the valuable time of the House in the expres 
sion of my own views and opinions. But now that the is 
rapidly approaching its legal termination, I feel it to be my duty to 
put on record my views In regard to the great question of the pres 
idential succession which has so profoundly agitated this body and 
the entire country. 

After one of the most spirited and hotly contested presidential 
campaigns of our political history, the people of the United States 
went to the ballot-box on the 7th day of November, 1=76, and by a 
majority of two hundred and sixty thousand votes declared that it 
was their will that Samuel J. Tilden, of New York, should be the 
President and Thomas A. Hendricks, of Indiana, should be the Vice- 


session 


















































































































































































































































President of the | ed States from and after the 4th day of March, 
In77, for the cons utional term of four years, c 
In the early and purer days of the Republic the voice of the peo- | 
le would have bee it once recognized as the voice of God, and | 
ery good ¢ en would have bowed to its majesty with a cheerful 
mid unquestiol SUDINISSLO Phe Rob Roy politics, 
I i} »ha he power 
\ Keup ‘ 
ot then been inaugurated, They were reserved until the « 
ito power of the republican party, which from the outset was 
nled upon an idea of hostility to the institutions of the South and 
bhas aniformly ve pres teal thr OPpPPressial of the southern people, 
Ou the day after the clection it was announced to the country by 
ervepresentative head of the republican party that Rutherford B 
Hayes aud William A. Wheel ul received ISD electoral votes and 
id been chosen President and Vice-President of the United States; 
ind the imgenuity of the lost astute leaders of that party has, since | 
at period been taxed to the utmost tosustain that declaration, and | 
machinations of the mo sreputable character, which have fatigued | 
the publie ind ul have been resorted to for that purpose. | 
The corrupt retur boards of | amd Louisiana were en 
raged by the est dignitaries of the party in their nefarious | 
work of setting aside thre pop il judy nent at the polls and subvert 
g the republican governments of those States and of substituting | 
therefor the fraudulent creations of their own villainy and rascality. | 
Such was the painful s ition of the country when Congress met 
the 4th day of last December; and a large majority of the Amer- 
Lu people rant with contidence to the democratic majority in the | 
House of Representatives for the adoption of such a policy as would 
vindicate the ballot and prevent the inauguration of a Chief Magis- 
trate who hid not been elected by the people, lo secure such a re 
sult if soon became manifest that a bold and decided polis yY Was an 
vlispensable condition A finn adherence to the twenty-second 
oint rule in counting the votes for President and Vice-President by 
the two Llouses of Congress aud an intlexible determination by the 
House of Representatives not to retreat from that position and to } 
meet the dangers of the situation with a manly vigor might have | 
ecured the inauguration of a democratic President. It is now evi- 
ut that no other policy could lave secured taat result 
Phe failure to adopt such a policy and the general conviction that 
Mir. Llave would be counted by the President of the Senate, and 
ian election of Mr. Tilden by the House of Representatives would 
be re-entorceed by eh positive and allirmative action as would be 
ecessary tou re hh nyvuration, rendered some such measure as 
‘ ectoral billa Lipscoltibas the SS \ Liinelew the ecireumastances, Mr. 
Pilate stood no earthly tisnhee >be President without the mdloption 
f some such measure And this was so thoroughiv understood by 
e democrat party th Congress ul throughout the country that | 
he eleetoral bill rec ed the overwhelming indorsement of the peo- 
ple and the acquiescence if not the active support of the democratic 
candidates for President and Vice-President. Believing the bill to 
be both constitutional and expedient I gave it my vote with the ap 





prehension, however, 
its friends 

understood 
ited 


what evidence 


at the time that it might disappoint the expec- 
tations of 
I clearly 


ISSIOTL Cres 


the 


Was 


provisions of the bill, and that the com 
to determine the extent of its powers and 
under the Constitution and laws was admissible in the 
consideration of the objections nade to the certificates opened before 
the trvo Houses of Congress by the President of the Senate. But, as 
the commission was expressly clothed with the same powers possessed 
by the two Llouses of Congress acting separately or together, and as 


both Hlouses of ¢ OLYTeSS had 


t 
l 


by 


repeatedly exercised the power of in- 


vestigation into the manner and means by which elections had been 
conducted in the States, there was every reason to believe that the 
conunission would receive and hear evidence in order to ascertain 
whether the certificates from the disputed States were correct and 
true representations of the actual popular majority in those States. 

Such evidence they have persistently refused to hear, and have 
predicated their decisions upon the fraudulent declaration of the cor 


rupt returning boards of Florida and The commission, 
b ty, hi: done just what it was proposed by the 
worst elements of the republican party that i@ President of the Sen 


Louisiana, 


y a partisan major 


ate should do. They have counted in Mr. Haves by a simple arith 
metical enumeration, without any attempt by fair and honorable in 
vestigation to ascertain who had reeeived a majority of the bona fide 


votes of the Ameri forthe 
course they have disappointed the reasonable expectations of the 
country and have eng hearts of all true patriots the 


most gloomy forebodings as to the future of the Republic. We asked 


ah peopte 


lirst office in their gift. By sneha 


engendered in the 


of the commission bread and they have wiven us a stone. We asked 
of them a fish and they have given us aserpent. They have adhered 
to the letter which killeth ana have disregarded the spirit which 
maketh alive. 


If the electoral bill 


had been carried out in the spirit in which it 
was conceived, 


its passage would have been one of the greatest events 
of our political history, and would have been of potential influence 
by way of example in the settlement of all future difliculties growing 
out of our presidential successions, 

But the partisanship and ambidexterity 
administration have made it a mockery 
conspicuous failure in our political history. 


which have characterized 
and a fraud and the most 
It was gold that melted 


its 
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ee 


in the hand and an apple of Sodom that turned to ashes on the } lips. 
It held out a beautiful promise, but tantalized with a bitter disay ) 
pointment. Its notorious maladministration is one of the most m l 
ancholy illustrations of the domination of that pe stilential party 
spirit whose calamitous results were so earnestly deprecated in th 
fare well address of the Father of his Country. It is & most lament. 
ible evidence of the declension of public virtue and of the w 


ant of 
moral and intellectual integrity in eminent public men who } 
been trusted with great political responsibilities, and can but rey 








the retlecting statesman of the alarming prediction of the bo 
head of the American bar, (Charles O’Conor :) 

From the despotism in which it begins, every human society passes t 
succession of goveruments, cach more liberal than its predecessor, but eac \ 
decaying from natural causes, until at last, having reached the loosest and mos 
eral form attainable, a refuge from intolerable evils is found by completing t 
cuit and returning to that arbitrary rule under which it commenced, Thus 


ever been and ever will be with human 
The inquiry is pertinent at this crisis, are we not rapidly complet- 
ing the circuit and approaching the subversion of our republican j 


governments. 


stitutions? 

While there was no disposition on the part of the representatives 
of the people to toy with anarchy and experiment with revolu ; 
yet they felt it to be their duty to protest against the iniquitous de 

|} cision of the majority of the commission in terms of unmeasnur 
indignation and with a spirit of resistance commensurate _— their 
appreciation of the great crime which they had committed ; ust 
the freedom of popular elections. It certainly was not to os eX 
pected they would evince an indecent haste by their ready acquies 
cence in the most stupendous fraud ever perpetrated under a repn 
lican form of government in consenting to the inauguration of i 


President who had not been elected by the people. There are tim 
when there should be a wholesome disturbance of the public repos: 
Where there a grea there should be a great clamor 
tremendous agitation. From the decision of the partisan maj 
of the electoral commission anappeal is taken with contidence to th 
great tribunal of public opinion. There has been as yet no detili 
ment of the mind and conscience of the great body of the America 
people. They will in their own way and in their own good tite 
tifv the at wrong. For that purpose they will adopt no 
born of a temporary impulse, which, like the transient flash 
meteor, leaves the world in deeper gloom, 


8 


Is t abuse and } 


ere po 


i 
but with considerate s 


they will march forward with scourge in hand for the puritica 
awnd renovation of the tenrples of American liberty. 
Political virtue inust be equal to political calamity. Ther 


| occasion to despair of the Republic so long as the spirit of like 


mains fresh and warm in the hearts of the people. 


Spal prec 
Kogland in the forms of liberty, but was destitute of its spirit. | 
sland had no popular representation until 1264, but in Castile 


had it in L169, and in Aragon in 1133. Let us but preserve the s 
with the forms of liberty and our political redemption is sure, 
shall certainly arrest the dark planet of corruption whic! 
making a transit over the disk of our free institutions, 


a 


The Electoral Commission. 


SPEECH OF HON. A. HUMPHREYS 
OF LNDIANA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


I bruary 26, 1277, 


On the decisions of the electoral commission under the 
ulate the counting of votes for President 
mencing March 4, 1877 


Mr. HUMPHREYS. 


act to provide for and re 
and Vice-President for the te 


“To this complexion it has come at last 


Though I have not actively participated in the discussions of ques 
tions before the House, I have not been an inattentive witness of its 


proceedings. 

Having been elected a member for the present session, I hav 
thought it more becoming rather to learn wisdom in silence 
be a good listener than to obtrude immature instruction on others 

But I cannot withhold an expression of my well-matured dissent 
from the findings of the electoral commission, a tribunal organi 
in good faith e xpre ‘ssly to impartially examine and consider all quest 
submitted to it bearing on the subject of counting the electoral vot 

In dealing with the acts of the commission and its perversion of 
all known methods of deciding without evidence, as well as with the 
wonderful procedure of that modern invention, returning boards, ! 
must be permitted neither 


and 





To spare the criminal and expose the vice 
Nor to damn the sharper, and not blame the dice. 


The conspiracy, inaugurated after the result of the late presidential 
election was ge ner: lly known, by the chairman of the national r 
public an committee, to count in and proclaim elected Preside nt ot 
the United States a man who, as is well known to every intel t 
adult in the land, had neither the popular majority of all the votes 
cast nor a majority of electoral votes, is now about being crowned 
with success. 

In the congressional district I have the honor to represent we have 
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certain antiquated notions of honesty, and among these primitive, but 
now appears visionary and crude vagaries, we have indulged in 

the folly of believing that elections elect and that votes honestly and 

egally cast count. 

~ “And in the lessons of wisdom tanght us by the electoral commis- 

sion we learn the supreme vanity of our old-fashioned ideas of polit- 

cal integrity and the purity of the ballot-box. 

In this centennial year of grace we take a new departure. 

Under the dissolving, purifying sleight of hand of State canvassing 
boards, supplemented by the equally marvelous feat of deciding with- 
out proof by the electoral tribunal, we are indoctrinated in the fine art 
of legalizing fraud, canonizing villainy, invading the sanctity of the 
yallot-box, rendering respectable political burglary, and investing 
with honor the perpetrators of political theft instead of consigning 
them, as preferred candidates, to penitentiaries, 

During the last presidential canvass in the West we were reminded 
hy a distinguished patriot and an Ex-United States Senator, Hon. 
Carl Schurz, of the profound debt of gratitude due to this Ad- 
ministration for demonstrating the capacity of the republican party 

) develop the most corrupt civil service ever known and the most 
multiform rottenness to which party servility and party debauchery 
oul } descend, 

This debt of gratitude is now greatly augmented by the illustrated 
lessons of State canvassing boards, rendered operative by the sancti 
fying power of electoral commissions. 

We are further taught that admitted tampering with ballot-boxes, 

inceling eight thousand majority of votes actually cast for one set 
of electors and converting such majority into a majority of neat 
four thousand for another set, by returning board jugglery, is sound, 

rthodox, political ethics. 

Our hitherto unenlightened ignorance is now illuminated by the les 
son, that in the case of Louisiana not even the forins of law need be 

served, provided only the seal of State be affixed by the gov- 
ernor to the handiwork of an infamous canvassing board; that there 
sno curative virtue in the Constitution, no corrective power vested 

n Congress, no balm in our political Gilead to nullify acknowledged 

id, and no physician of sufficient skill to undo the eftect of 
irceny of ballots; and in the case of Florida, that the attempt to 
give validity to the honest vote of the State by its executive, legis- 
lative, and judiciary departments is of no avail, for the plain reason 
that glaring and proved fraud is santified if it only be well done and 
fully consummated. 

We also learn that a miscreant, who, to use the words of General 
Sheridan, is a political trickster and a dishonest man; who turned 
mut of office Union men who had supported the Government and put 
in their stead rebel soldiers, some of whom had not dropped their 
gray uniform ; aman whose conduct has been as sinuous as the mark 
eft in the dust by the movement of a snake; a person, in fine, who 
has not one friend who is an honest man—as soon as he becomes a 
politically useful member of that “thing of beauty and ajoy forever,” a 
self-propagating, self-perpetuating returning board, of plenary power, 
responsible to no one, and amenable to no law human or divine, is 
suddenly transformed into an angel of light, of immaculate and un- 
questioned purity, a persecuted saint, and, if we may believe a dis- 
tinguished gentleman in the north end of the Capitol, the peer of 

ny United States Senator; and I might add, if certain recent ex 
hibitions of senatorial decency be taken into view, there is no great 
reason to question the compliment. : 

However other members of this House may feel, I acknowledge my- 
self profoundly impressed by these lessons of instruction, not to say 
wisdom. They will not be wasted nor lost on barren ground 

And when I return to my benighted constituents and ditftuse among 
them the lessons I have learned; when I impart to them instruction 
from the abundance of my newly acquired knowledge and instill 








into them the wisdom, not of the upper world, that abounds in such | 


exuberance in a favored portion of the electoral commission ; if I shall 
succeed in even partially convincing them of the justice of the won- 
derful political ethics developed in this centennial epoch by the ever- 
memorable, venerable, patriotic, and unpartisan, the immortal eight 


of the aforesaid tribunal, it will certainly be conceded that my varied | 


congressional labors, my improved experience in the redeeming virtue 
of returning boards, and my endeavor to draw inspiration from a 
national tribunal, which decides grave questions without any evi- 
dence, will not have been in vain. 

When we were told by a leading advocate of the electoral bill, and 
now a member of the commission, that there was to be no more par- 
Usan, no more friend, no more opponent, no more enemy, but the sol- 
emn judgment of the judge; when we were advised by another re- 
publican defender of the same bill, and now also a member of the 
electoral tribunal, that they, the supreme judges, will not consent 
by a party division to have themselves or their court go down in 


history as incapable of the judicial function in the presence of the | 


disturbing elements of partisan desire for power in regard to the 
éTeatest cause ever brought into judgment, and when two other mod- 
est gentlemen of sensitively tender conscience, at present members of 
the national returning board—one of the House, one of the Senate— 
Pponents of the electoral bill, informed us that their opposition to 
said bill arose from the fact that its plain provisions not only permitted 
ut required the admission in evidence of all facts in any way bear- 
ingon the subject of ascertaining the full truth, in the receptive 
“mplicity of innocence we betrayed a credulity which, while it did 
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honor to genuine 1 l t reflect the tru wardness of this 
world’s wisdom—-the pravity, as illustrated by the ever-mem 
orable eight. 

If the members ] itional returning board had done what the 
oaths expressly requires impar ly examine and consider a 
questions submitted to tl , the procedure, it seems, would have in 
volved a criminal aliu MIDIS m of testimony outside of the 
returns of perjured eany: s r boards, ¢ tied by « ually perjured 
governors, Whereas all the i ‘ ‘ 
of their wisdom was to enact the e of r 
sional member of the con ssion had « 

Senate the power to do, perform the solemn 1 
pageantry, of adding up, recording, d sane \ 
display of legerdemain of Wells and his panto © as es 

lo what imaginal rdepth ol E i ( ld the 
eight possibly aescel 

It would seem the re en t of absurdity distilled through t] 
electoral commission te es us it wud » 
sider simply means t no proof what ne would ¢« 
able them to execute t 

I for one aim duly vrutetwi lor this dis ral and unpar- 
tisan lore. 

We are further condescend ly a sed by a conscienceless met 
ber of the commissio1 pon lose every lineament are written in re 
tributive ji ce ey é 3 ¢ nia 3 \ dlated physi il and moral 
laws, that although the Constitution in terms specilically designates 
what persons a ine le as ele rs, ne rtheless if such persons 
should act as tors i y their constitutional disability 
their votes are valid if sanctili iby a ret inning board, accompanie i 
by the seal of State. 

A mere technical infraction of t ( titution, and such monstrous 
moc kery of decen¢ Vy. 8 Li ( imended to 
our grateful acceptance 

Let us be duly erateiul and l imblereverence at this fountain 
of wisdom. 

Under the enlighte | ristian yg guidance of such politi | 
missionaries the re s fa eV 4 capacity for re 
fined rascality that is ¢ ra , al Liters e to the ordinat 
forms of common dec y well « ilated to retlect dishonor on oul 
reputed lowly origin. 

We learn to our amazement, by an t look. outside. t] 
throwing out by the Wells board over ten tl votes a i 

| cast and legally in the |} box, order to « ‘ ‘ el \ 
deticiency in the rep isa I ent « ’ 
political pleasantry, retlecting the shrewdness of We ul 

ciate patriots, under = elot te 
perance and virtue, Zachariah ; |} that to « he 
irregularities would do y ence to inde, W h be \ re 
means Hayes. 

We are further p l by the d ion of the unpartisan eight 
that aliunde is a bar to corr r criminal and ac tted fra 
of adding respective I 11 a 1, 1,564, and 298 v t « 
in one county of Louis ina to the votes of tive Haves or ali leet 
on the patriotic pret that these t l 4 
should have been polled, but through wvert e ol ( vo 
were not deposited. 

This procedure, we must presume, is merely an evidence of the ra 
executive ability ond Roman fit ess of tf l vassal, We 

But, presto, cl iige! In the last scene of a four-ac farce we ine 
treated to a sli variation, t he powel reserve p 
sessed by the versatile ¢ tof the national canvas ) L, lia ¢ i 
parison with whose exploits the performances of t vice, We 
pale into insignificance, 

Our venerable eight are not killec the ime of | j 
Now you see it and then yall 1 < 

And whereas, in the case of Lo wand Fl b, nO « 
timony is admissible, outside of the L ordered columns of figure 
arranged by Wells and § ( » Ore bu é 
requires that we must advance | d the cer ite of the governot 
just enough to count In one meligible elector istrate thes yim 
of the ridiculous, consum fe a tore ait il » and p! 
nounce elected President, Returning Board Ha 4, 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, and in all seriousness, if the American 
people are prepared, withot b solemn protest, to see t r deare 
rights thus trifled with and made sport of partisan perjured dem 
agogues, if they will tamel mit to such degradation and d 
honor, without exhaust every honorable, peaceable, legal meat 
of redress; if by servile acquiescence in procedures, W h their a 
thors know to be in vio | rf 
right ; if in imitation of 

| to Witness the most exa 

eered off to the highest 

our last centennial ; the \ 
government, in the in 

and not in reality. 

If a victory thus secure 
and reckless by long posse 
triumph thus tainted doe ) 
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of the Old World, our rescue from such sad fate cannot be credited to 
the display of the lofty patriotism illustrated by our magnanimous 
national canvassing Commission, 


We have survived a civil war; whether we can survive some of 
its |e timate results, the moral and politic al debauchery of this last 
crowning act of infamy of the republican party, remains to be seen. 

I do not assume to dictate the course of others, but for myself I 
would be recreant to my sense of duty not boldly to proclaim that, 
in vie of the shameless, partisan, indefensible ruling out by the 
ever-memorable eight of all evidence the admission of which could 
ilone enable them intelligently to execute even in form their high 
trust—to fulfill their judicial oaths—I am fully justified, in good 
faith, in withholding from the finding of the tribunal all decent re- 
, all moral support. On the contrary I desire to place on record 
n expression of my deep sense of humiliation at this further evi- 
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| and it was believed by both parties that such a count would 
| cured before such a tribunal as this bill created. 


dence, if more were wanting, of the growing insensibility to polit- 
ical decency, to the requirements of common honesty, and to the de- 
mands of even-handed justice, and of the absence of all political con- 
iencein the reckless leaders of the reigning dynasty, and the diffus- 
ion of this same moral blindness among the servile, unreasoning 
masses, who stupidly follow wherever public plunderers dare to lead. 
While the intelligent voter of all parties, in the true spirit of 
law-abiding citizens, may give the tortuous decision of the exe- 
crated national returning board a grudging, vengeful, imbittered | 
legal acquiescence, every sentiment of honor, every impulse of true 
manhood, every inspiration of genuine patriotism, impel all self-re- 
pecting men everywhere to denounce with scorn and contempt the 
authors of its infamous, foregone conelusion, and to remand them for 





rehearing to the court of final appeal and of irreversible jurisdiction, 
thie people, the true sovereigns, 
And, Mr. Speaker, before closing my remarks I would give utter- 
ce to the hope, may I not say my belief, that the better elements 
of the rep in party, while in the excitement of the hour they 
may naturally indulge in felicitating themselves on this questionable 
! ephemeral success, when the prejndices and the passions of the 
on on shall subside, and reason hold sway and resume supremacy, 
despise and execrate the falsitiers of their oaths who have proved 
themselves indifferent to the ordinary requirements of political hon- 
( md to the common obligations of moral decency. 
ile under the thinly disguised forms of law they may be 
ed to accept for a time the fruits of treason, they will visit with 
iny and retirement to private life the authors of the badly 
t adi ruments of victory. 


Electoral Vote of Oregon. 
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Sir, both parties have been deceived in this commission, ho 
democratic party believed it would, under this bill, secure the j, 
auguration of Mr. Tilden, who was evidently the choice of the Amer 
ican people, for the office of President, and who had received at the 
polls a large majority of the popular vote of the country. The 7 
publican party believed the same thing, as was shown by the fact 
that a large number of them voted against the bill; some of them 4; 
claring that to enact this law would be throwing away the victory 
which they felt certain and would result in the election of the de 
ocratie candidate. Thus, sir, have both parties been deceived: gy, 
why? Simply because everybody felt that a fair and impartial cou, t 
of the electoral vote would result in the inauguration of Mr. Tilde; 


VE St 


But, sir, instead of the high expectations of the country having be: 
met by this august commission, it has by a majority vote most shan, 
fully abandoned the just rights of the people and shown a truckliy; 
subserviency to the most shameless and audacious demands of party, 
Sir, I regard this as the darkest day in American history; not or 
because the American people have been cheated and defranded out 
of their choice of a Chief Magistrate as expressed at the ballot-bo 
but more especially because the highest judicial officers in the lar 


have lent their aid and mighty influence in carrying out the most st 
pendous conspiracy and fraud that ever characterized the history 
any country. 
mous returning board, composed of the bitterest and most unscr 
lous partisans, in utter disregard of law, justice, and decency, can 
a most foul and corrupt conspiracy defeat the will of an overwh: 
ing majority of the voters of this country? And are we, as the rey 
| sentatives of the American people, to be told that we must w itness 
all this and see this fraud sanctilied and sit here with our arms fold 
impotent and powerless, and strike no blow for the vestiges of fr 
dom which remain to us? 


Is it possible that we have come to this, that an 


lor one, Mr. Speaker, I say, No, neve 

I said, sir, I voted for this bill in good faith. Iwas willing tot 
whatever responsibility attached to that vote. I was willing toab 
the fair and legitimate results of that law, and to accept in good t 
whatever decision should be fairly rendered under it, even if t! 
decision should result in the inauguration of a man to the high ot 
of President of the United States who had not been elected ther 
by the people. 

To this view and this determination I have steadily adhered. | 
have seen the vote of Florida cast for men who did not receive a1 
jority of the votes of that State. Ihave seen this high commiss 
strangle and hush into silence the voice of poor, unfortunate, dow 
trodden Louisiana, and her vote cast for the candidates of the re] 
lican party, when every man who is at all acquainted with the facis 
knows that a majority of the voters of that State cast their votes for 
the candidates of the democratic party. I have seen law, just 
equity, good conscience, and fair dealing all disregarded and trodd 
under foot by a majority of this commission. And yet, sir, I hay 
felt that it was my duty to stand by the law I helped to create a1 
abide by the decision of the commission, notwithstanding I believed 
it had outraged the spirit and intent of the law. Still, sir, I didi 
like to lose my confidence in the high officials who composed t! 


commission. 
} 


On the decision of the electoral commission in the case of Oregon. But, Mr. Speaker, a new phase of this question is presented now | 
Mr. BOONE. Mr. Speaker, I voted for the bill creating the com- | the action of the commission in reference to the vote of Oregon. H 
mission to count the electoral vote for President and Vice-President. I | ing decided in the Louisiana case that they could not go behind t 
did so after the most careful consideration and the maturest reflection I | certificate of the returning board, infamous and corrupt as it was 
is capable of bringing to my aid. I did so from the deepest convie- | charged and proven to be, with strange facility and most unaccon 
tions of duty to my country and from the purest motives of patriotism. | able readiness, they decide in effect to reverse their decision in tl 


I voted for the bill in good faith, believing it to be in the interest of 


Il voted for it believing it to be one, if 


peace and public tranquillity. 

not the only, means of averting the calamity of acruel and devastat- 
ing war. I voted for it believing that the tribunal for the creation 
of which it provided would be composed of men who, from their ex- 


alted characters, could afford to and would rise above the demands of 
party or the arts of the mere politician or the low cunning of the 
demagogue ; men who could sacrifice all personal preferences and look 
alone to the law they were to administer and the country they were 
to serve, 

I voted for this bill believing that it would bring peace and qui- 
etude to an anxious and disturbed country. I did so believing that 
inder it the voters of this country would secure that justice which 
I believed would be denied them without it. I had no scruples about 
the constitutionality of the bill, nor did I doubt its justice and fair- 
I do not agree with gentlemen who assert that the bill was a 
snare into which we were unwittingly led, a cunningly devised scheme 
laid to entrap us. I believed then and believe now that it was fair, 
just, and equitable. I believed then and believe now that a fair, 
legal interpretation of it would have secured the peaceful inangura- 
tion of Mr. Tilden as President of the United States. The fault, sir, 
is not in the bill but in the partisan and illegal interpretation of its 
The wrong lies in the fact that a majority of the com- 
mission, some of whom are the highest legal functionaries in the land, 
could not, or did not, dare to rise above the clamor of party demands, 
but lent themselves as willing tools to effectuate the plans of that 
party whose only hope of success was in the perpetration of the most 
nefarious and damning fraud ever attempted to be thrust upon an 
unsuspecting and confiding people. Hence, I say that it isin the tri- 


ness, 


prov Is}IOnAS, 


bunal, and not the law, that I have heen deceived. 





Louisiana case, and go behind the certiticate of the Governor of Oreg 
and receive evidence touching the eligibility of one of the electors ot 
that State, allof which in my judgment means that, right or wro 
Hayes must be “ counted in.” 

Sir, the question now presented to us is, do the dictates of hor 
or patriotism require us longer to respect the decisions of this co! 
mission or consent to be longer bound by them? For one, sir, w 
a full consciousness of the responsibility which attaches to my com 
I unhesitatingly say that I feel no such obligation resting upon! 
conscience. And I believe it to be the duty of this House now | 
tuke a strong and decided position on the side of justice and right 
and to stand firmly by the rights of the people in this contest 
tween them and this high-handed and shameless attempt to etlect 
ate the most stupendous ¢onspiracy and fraud that ever threat 
the liberties of a free people, and to interpose every possible obsta 
to the consummation of this high crime against the rights and liber 
ties of the people. 

Sir, the people generally rejoiced when the bill creating this co 
mission was passed, because they felt that we had reached a legal a 
peaceful solution of the difficulties which threatened the peace ot | 
country. They, too, had confidence in the wisdom, integrity, and fait 
ness of the judges of the Supreme Court of the United States. I 
had confidence to believe that a fair and legal count of the elector 
vote would be obtained, and they were willing to abide the res 
whatever it might be, whether it resulted in the inauguration ot t 
man of their choice or not; and if the action of this cominission had 
been characterized by that degree of judicial fairness and impart! 
ity which has been the pride and glory of our judiciary in days fou" 
by, they would have accepted the results cheerfully and without 
complaint, 




















































































































































determination of a legitimate question, but this proves to have been 
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But, sir, when the country sees that a majority of this high com- | a 
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once deliberate ma 
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here partisar \ MAATTISAN ¢ siderat 
mission have not been able to free themselves from the miserable | and deciding by party fe every int question present 
yarty shackles that manacle the actions of the smallest ward poli- | its decision Phe ss ha 
ticians, and have prostituted their high powers to the base and igno- | court in the 1] lw is b 3 
ble purposes of a reckless and desperate political organization, to | partisans, is tl > 
further whose designs they have forgotten, or purposely and willfully | ating spectacle is press 
enored, the high duties they were called upon to perform, and have | shame in h v,ofa I s ed throu 
absolutely stultified themselves, is it any wonder that a storm of | the partisan decis f j \ ition and 
ndignation is gathering everywhere, which in its resistless course | quiry, who knew the é investi 
will consign the names of the immortal eight to eternal infamy and | tion and that they we ects eel 
disgrace. , judicial character ands sed free Y il b 
Mr. Speaker, Ido not counsel or advise resistance to the laws of | and who have reward co m bys y 
the land, nor do I advocate forcible opposition to the decisions of this | to the death those who magna \ dence 
mmission, as much as I despise the miserable fraud they areattempt-} And this outrage has been perpetra St 
ng to justify and uphold. My voice, humble as it is, has always been | century of our na il ¢ it ) standard of po 
ind is now for peace, unity, and concord. I have cherished the live ical h rand of ju urtia i adhe 
est hopes for the prosperity of our common country and the perpe- | it will req e no prophe Vis tor ‘ | down t 
tuitvof our cherished institutions. But, sir, I would not restrain the | of centuries we « ea i ‘ ‘ r f 
ndignation of an outraged and insulted people. They have aright | spectability or an existence as a Rep lhe deadly rock of pa 
to be heard, and they will be heard, and their voice will consign a | spirit is now ful s »of state is drifting tov 
majority of this commission to no more honorable graves than shall | with a rapidity w i \ ss the unseen \ 
cover the hideous deformities of the infamous returning board of Lou- | which benetiently guided fa \ e the people a we 
siana, Whose villainies find their counterpart only in the readiness | and trusted leader, and direet them by another pillar o dl by « 
with which this commission has attempted to cover up their frand | and of fire by night through the dang irre hem, the 
ud sanctify their rascality, whether willful or otherwise. is, indeed, just reason forfearthat the ark of libs vi contait 
that isdear to the hopes of the Ame peop soon be broke 
. upon it. Why are manhood, integ rtue, silenced by 
clamor? Why is reason clouded darkened, and cons« 
stitled by it?) The answer is found in lust of power and place w 
The Recent Election in Louisiana. | strencthens by long posses 1. andwhich } ee unt 
—_ the means now resorted to iV perpetuat« t ithe 
1 \1 1 5 T 1 ’ \ } startling purpose expla emo OUS WI hich has been p 
SPEECH OF HON. JAMES PHELPS, | petrated by. the commission. A party which can accept a1 
OF CONNECTICUT, over the people thus achi if there remain a ces of | 
cal virtue in the mas ata triu i1wonl val, trea 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ery, and dishonor has been dearly pu la tw 
end prove more disastrous than honora dete ven those w 
March 2, 1877,  redll by it while thev ¢« rto the ) er ed thro 
On the report of the committee to investigate the late election in t St ‘ will despise the i ie 3 by 1 ] i vacqu 
Louisiana. The question of the legal orga ind pe e Louisia 
Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, it has been my purpose to refrain from | returning board was in the nature of ac 
participation in this debate. Words are cheap and so freely used that | proper to be raise minar f 
the daily record of our proceedings overflows with them. Mere con- | so raised always entert d. It 
gressional declamation is idle and withal expensive tothe Government, | votes of that State ha Ihe ‘ ‘ 
udspeech-making simply to gratify the vanity of the declaimeris both | they were entitled 1 L for | 
disreputable and unwise. My position asa member of the committee | canvassed, they co ye 
from which the report now before the House has proceeded, and as | have been legally Litt Vid it 
me of those who earnestly favored the passage of the bill provid thority to doit. 1 barb 
for the commission to count and determine the electoral votes of the | violation of all ‘ nu tia exe] of pa 
contested States, perhaps demands a brief expression of my views, lest | power. Whatev y é the che of the comm 
an unwarranted constraction should be put upon my silence. with regard to inquit t was never for a mor t 
While the investigation made by this committee of the unsettled | ceived to be possible that th L re 0 er ay 
and unhappy condition of political affairs in the State of Louisiana | dietional question which dircet ( the case of the Sta 
was by far the most extended and exhaustive of any, and for that | Louisiana and o1 of whicl 5 if 
reason the most satisfactory and reliable, it must, from circumstances | and the Presidency elf dep 1. If the mos ‘ tie 
which have since transpired, be regarded as the most fruitless and | had not been undoubtingly ¢ ed by the ce the co 
unimportant. The passage of the electoral bill immediately after the | mittee which reported linthe H nevel 
conclusion of the labors of the committee, by which jurisdiction of | received the support of a of that pa I pert 
the whole question was given to the commission established by that | understood by every rep \ ( lw ‘ 
bill, changed the tribunal and transferred the power and the respon- | vantage of that just and the \ 
mbility to a body who have exercised the power and discharged the | moral frand and of t1 ut ‘ nd 
responsibility in a manner that has confounded the reason and dis- | faith. It is known of 1 ' r 4 to consider 
appointed the just expectations of those by whose votes it was created, | question was because a i" ition of evit 
and rewarded with undeserved and fraudulent triumph these who | result in the rejecti: f S he el 
desperately struggled to insure its defeat and who professed to op- | of the democratic candidate f ( \ edi 
pose it because it authorized inquiry into questions of law and fact | safety to the inte v1 of t 
lying behind the mere paper certificates of the certifying officers; in | long, a show of | © that « 
other words, authorized an examination for the purpose of ascertain- | and their judene 
ing which candidate was honestly elected. warranted ar et ‘ 
The surprise of fair-minded men of all shades of political opinion | ments of oflic . u 
occasioned by the refusal of the commission by a strict party vote | rupt frnit, which s eS 
and majority to investigate the question of the legal existence of the | lips of those who take 
Louisiana returning board, whose foreheads had been stamped by a If there are a ( ‘ ire ch 
republican committee of the last Congress with the Cain-like brand of | above their assox ible conduct, t1 
infamy for their fraudulent conduct in a former election, which was | are,in my judg ‘ committe 
still more palpable and flagrant in the late canvass, was only equaled | reported the bill democrati 
by their amazement that the Warwick of the commission could delib- | appointed to places dl »>then treacher 
erately and with an air of seeming impartiality give his vote to in- | voted to exclude e case of Louisiana, They 
quire into the disputed eligibility of a republican elector in Florida | the bill was passed a ointed by those who exy« 
which was challenged on clearly untenable grounds, and refuse the | such inquiry, and t of thre st conpled wit! 
same inquiry with reference to two republican electors in Louisiana | subsequent conduct was tt ‘ perk Phe 
Whose ineligibility confessedly could have been established beyond | theState of Loi il | ‘ t cont 
all question. Because this accidental member is a judge of the Su- | They knew the rm ‘ the « ‘ : 
preme Court of the United States only shows that men occupying | expressly prohibited 1 el cial p I ‘ 
that high position have not always the courage or the integrity, when | fatal defect in the es rid ition of tl | 
the Presidency depends on their action, to divest themselves of that | their unparalleled inta ind yet by t fa fs 
miserable partisan bias which is only expected from the mere politician. | closed and barred the door against all 
It is always an ungracious and ill-mannered act to criticise as cor- Phat confidence is commendable 
rupt or unfair the decision of a respectable judicial tribunal for its | concern generously trusts a po il opp f 
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corrupt infinencs 
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and were not scrupulous of their 


re not only necessary, but 


tie 

imb tosave the body, or takes 

living child. It was cowardly aa 

is not a compromise and id statemen 
crisis has bee n bridged 

ch compromise has contained a friendly 


the distri 


The Missouri compromise, the emancipa- 
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: - ly upon the close 
congressional aud judicial legal-tender 


s of ie election at each pollor 


les of a violated Constitution; andif that l proceed to count the votes, as provided in section 13 of this a 


the power to act and sy ik, it would { vs o counted vot i \ made a list of the r ge 
} t f f 1 they were voted for, an 
body and say, “These a the wounds I t ‘ \ 1, the I ) ; contained in the box al 
ss of those who smote me friendly.” ‘ ak mali caiemeial lie nlicates of such lista sha 
On possesses such saving vitality as to | signe d mn ty the commissioners of election at | 


uries and be the stronger for their intl 
He Country and the welfare of the people 


laws of the State of Louisiana as are ma { ill be the duty { isors of registrati 

and the duties of the commissioners of t the receipt ¢ e returns for the diler tl 

. . ward the consolidated returns with the originals received by him t 

turning board, are found in the statutes | officers provided for in section 2 of this act, the said report and retur 

26, and 43 of the act of 1872, and are as | closed in an envelope of strong paper or clot curely sealed, and 
mail » shall forward a coy f any statement as to vi 


bribery or corruption, or other offenses specified in section 


registration, and the canvassing oflicers, 


the senate i » together with all memoranda and tally-lists used 
i ithe State, | and statement of the votes. 
ve power to make the returns 
ir otherwise, by In addition to the foregoing, the law provides that t 
the residue of the board of shall appoint a State supervisor, by whom a local supervisor for 


egaky gs is oielasel the | parish shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to register the na 


of all persons entitled to vote, and issue « ertificates of registraul 
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one of them, to establish and give public notice of 
es, and appoint three commissioners of election to 














rent polities from the other two—who shall conduct 
nake returns to the parish supervisor in the mode p 
i] endeavor very briefly to show how the provisi 

complied with and what difficult results were corr 

isly produced. 

Of the character of the returning board I have alread) 
eral way; and that it may appear that I have not: 
a! pres nt the corroboration of distingu 





o credibility, opportunity for information, and a 
ndly partisan prejudice will be readily recognized. 


4 committee of the last Congress—composed in part 
Hoar, one of the high commission; WILLIAM A. WHEEL! 








ug member of that party—reported with referenci 
uct as follows: 





of the returning board, on the whole, wa 
n, illegal; and that this arb 
turn by the board of a maj 






trary, unjust 












department after the war, said of the chai 





\ s conduct as governor bas been notoriously corrupt Het 
urd of levee commissioners, who we vuthorized to | 
e Legislature, and a contlict of authority ensued, and in t 
ypi overtiowed and great damage was done to proper 
ition of $4,000,000 made by the I 


nted to finger some ol thls Money 
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Again, in a communication to General Grant 














He has embarrassed me very much since T came into ¢ mar 
ind political chicanery This necessary act will be a 
hade of political opinion here. Hr Has NOT ONE FR “ 
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It should not be forgotten that at the time of the for 






while the chairman may have been more notorious, he 
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dent by fraud and perjury ! 







ors, and that the majority actually returned was 6,405. 


lor aby reason, and no such power for any purpose; 
them to return all the polls to the returning board. 









indictment for infamous crimes. 
rhe democratic majority of 7,639 was by the skil 
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any possibility save it. 


were the provisions of that section complied with. 
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candidate for Vice-President declared elected throu 
g board and the commission; and WILLIAM P. Frye, anc 


ut now referring to other instances, we are constrained to de« 


rity of conservative members of the 


the adjournment of the er he St 
f hisown in violation « k 
ect was to disburse ss f 3 
rit the vote of the en ‘ 
ottice, but the Legis! ver to ‘ 
1 appe iled to eto susta it, which I would not « 
n have gone to the courts to o 
& was appealing to me to be sustair Ww d requir t 
M e the State was overilowed Phe leve ards were t 
sud nothing was done to relieve the poor people, now fed 
e Government and charitable associations of the Nort Isa 
t Governor Wells is a political trickster and a dishonest 1 
self, when I first came to this command, turn out all of th 
sported the Governinent, and putin their stead 1 
vet dre ed their gray uniform. I have seen | be 
f 1+06, skulk away where I could not find him to g 
g out asa manly representative of the State and joining 
5 x the peace. I have watched him since, and his conduct | 
irk left in the dust by the movement of a snake I say ag 
est, and dishonesty is more than must be ted of 1 


sional report the board consisted of the same individuals 
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} 
charge of the election at eac h poll—or e of whom shall be of 


General Sheridan, in an official report as commander of that 1 


ner coneres 
is LOW, and 


was not less 


onest than his associates; and these are the men who make a Presi 


The investigations of the committee incontestably establish the 
fact that a majority of 7,639 votes was cast for the democratic elect 


The difter- 


ence between those sums is the majority cast at fourteen demo- 
cratic polls and withheld by the parish supervisors for alleged in- 
formality and other reasons. The law gives them no such authority 


but requires 


very super- 


visor in the State was a republican, and many of them exercised au 
thority illegally because they were not residents of the parishes in 
whic h they assumed to perform the functions of their pretended 
oftices. The constitution of the State expressly requires them to bt 
residents, and without that qualification they were clearly ineligible. 
Many of them were active partisans of very disreput ible character 
sent out from the city of New Orleans, and several of tl 


em under 


lful and practice: 
manipulations of the experienced returning board in se« a Sessior 
changed to a republican majority of 3,437. To accomplish this feat 
of political legerdemain they rejected sixty-nine polls, of whi 
sixty-eight were democratic, and the remaining one was only lost to 
the republicans because it happened to be located in a par ish whic] 
was thrown out entire, and no ingenuity of discrimination could 


hese polls were all excluded under section 26, and in no instance 
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parte affidavits of 
in the New Orlear 
were in many inst 


erally contradictec 


conusice rable 


18 . rever req | 
and a returning boa iwi eve emerye 
ill in the hands and the wi ‘ can pa 
indthe democrats, naked of ep 
} shambles. Whicl irty | tratu f 
which was most to fa 
petrate it? There can be but one answer, a either 
inate nor accuse the democratic pat 
Honest men never shun investigatio rogt il do. H 
this committee met when the ul ed in New O i i ia 
toenter on the discharge of eir du s Then \ i t 
Ing board were the first i¢ t Derlore ] \ 
swered by protest ind ce mice the i rit te a i 
the authority of Congress to in tigate their co l rer if 
themselves behind bodies of armed police ina barricaded State-ho 
refused to produce for inspection their original records and paper 
to allow to be certitied prete nded ¢ ples of them, and at length pre 
ferred imprisonment for contempt in the bastile of the Capitol toa 
disclosure which would expose their fraud. 
A significant telegram frem the republican United States marshal 
at New Orleans addressed to a republican United States Sena rom 
Louisiana then in Washington, under date of Dece er sb, the f 
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rhe general charge of intimidation is made against the democrats. 
ut almost the only evidence offered in support of it consisted of ¢ 
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| in the State was cast at it, and no pretense is made that every i 
| the 83,000 citizens ho voted the democrat ticket were not q a 
| electors, duly registered by republican officia ind had the 
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| the electoral commission, the judgment of fair-minded men through. 
| out the country, of all parties to-day, is, that Mr. Tilden fairly Te. 
| ceived the vote of that State. Mr. Speaker, this will be the pro. 
|} nounced opinion of posterity, and some of those who are of the elect 
oral commission will live long enough to read from the pages of j, 
partial American history thestatement, uncontroverted, that Mr. Hayes 
was inaugurated and permitted to serve as the Chief Executive of t}, 
sStateof | Union without having received the required number of elector,| 
s, and the | votes, and in the face of the fact that upon a popular vote he was 
ry, unrea- | in the minority nearly a quarter of a million of votes. Those who 
he eandidate | come after us will wonder how this could be. With the people 
Presidency is one | of other countries it will be a puzzling question whether a fact 
vy, but which will | so anomalous in our history, quietly submitted to by the people, 
to err and too | should be received as testimony for or against our system, of gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Speaker, it is the highest evidence of the intelligence and 
patriotism of the democratic party, constituting as it does a decis- 
ive majority of the voters of the country, that it has been able calmly 
to meet the emergency. I believe it will abide by the result. Not, 
even, the shadow of revolutionary disorder has made its appear 
ance. No turbulence, such as would have been witnessed under such, 

— a trial in other countries claiming to have stronger governments, 
Wy ’ Y py TWIT has been heard of among our people. For one, sir, I feel that our 
S | ; le | iA | | () | | I ( YN ° J le r I | | A l ). N LW ’ constitutional system aoe api ween more severely tested. To noera 
OF INDIANA, in our nation’s life wiil history hereafter refer with greater emphasis 
: as illustrative of the cohesive strength of our Union of States tha 
SE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | that in which we now live. 
124. 1877 Mr. Speaker, I have said that the State of Louisiana cast her vote 
ee ee for Tilden and Hendricks. To the proof of this proposition, I invite 
mocratic candidates for electors for | the attention of the House and the country. 
ected in the State of Louisiana The vote as actually cast for presidential electors is accurately g 
the action of a majority of | in the following table: 


Election in Louisiana 
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Wickliffe 


Brewster. 


Joffrion. 


H 
John McEn 
A. De Blane. 
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405 | 


379 
761 
RGR R68 
712 712 | 
, Ord , Ost | 
620 , 621 | 
412 412 
970 970 
907 907 
336 336 
24 264 | 
649 | 649 
743 743 
942 942 | 
3, 747 3, 747 | 
020 , 023 
, 485 , 485 
648 648 
464 404 





V7 ’ : . a 3 7 328 , 388 
581 | : 5 581 | ¢ 974 974 974 
94 | ) ‘ 4] 1, 4 493 ; , 493 493 
272 | 27 27 Q72 | Q75 90S 909 909 909 
2 2 647 647 647 
165 | 514 514 514 | 
864 864 | 86 | f RR7 887 887 
| 

| 





550 540 549 1 
24, 970 3, | 24,957 | 24,961 | 24, 954 





5 | 15,166 | 15,169 | 15,150 


83, 812 3, 623 | 83, 774 | 83, 772 83, 627 





76,211 | 76,203 | 76, 616 


76, 200 76 
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Mr. Speaker, it will be seen from this table that the highest Tilde n 


Fi ; a majority of 6,291 yver the highest Hayes elector and 7,453 over the ; 
‘ lector received a majority of 6.485 over the hig hest Hayes elector, | lowest. The vote as returned by the supervisors of registration is \ 
ynd 7,647 over the lowest ; while the lowest Tilden elector received | shown by the following table: 
pe ELLE Sateen 
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a ee | 
Ascension 2, 074 2, O74 | 2,069 | 2,073 | 2,07 2 074 1,1 1,1 1, 198 1 1 1 1.1 1 
(asu ption 1, 692 1, 602 1,692 } 1,692 1, 691 1, 601 1, ¢ 1, One Th 1,679 ] | 1 l } 
4 vovelles os 1,504 1 4) 1,5 1 1) 1 1 j 1,4 1, 471 1,471 1,471 1 14 i i ) 
Baton Rouge, E Sig ae aE 1,476 | 1,476} 1,47 1,476} 1, 476 1476] 1,1 1 1,1 1,1 1 1 1, 102 
Raton Rouge, West...........- 193 203 194} 197} 1 912} 441 14 4 4il { 
. 2 wet tl 224 2 } b ( Ont 
1, 1,719 1 ' 1, 720 ‘7 1 i} . x Re - } 
= } 2,6 2. ¢ 2. ¢ f 2,¢ 2 1, 654 1, ¢ 1, 657 1, 64 4 1 
| e4 n4 m4 1 4} 1,2 1 8 1, 24 1 4 1 l i ] 
Qx5 Qx5 | 2 2 2 } ( t | 632 632 ‘ } t ( 
r 
2 on | } 7 2 } 24 ~ it { 
2, 438 2,438 | 2,439 2,4 24 2,4 2 ) "2 : 
ROD ne. | HY? avo } ) } v4 9 ‘ } g 
1,950} 1,949} a,451| 1,9 2 1,9 7h ant 271 1] a] 3 
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son ... 23 23 | $ 3 2 | sO4 t 
Jefferson (right and left bank) 1. 767 1,768} 1,7 17 1 4 17 7 * : 
La Fayette ( 653 | 653 f 652 652 | 721 721 i 7 1 
La Fourche. 1, Bé 1, 184] 1 1,8 1, § } 1,694 1 1,694] 1,693] 1,694] 1,694] 1,¢ 1, 680 
I ain a $51 3 ’ } ’ 3 1, O04 i i Mo 1 l 1 1 ) 
I gston 121 121 121 121 rat | 769 ) | " | ) 
Madison 2, 51L | 2, Soe 2,511 } 2,506} 2, 506 | 3 1 | i 
Morehouse 765 783 } 733 781 | 1,371 1 1 1,379 | 1,379] 1,379] 1 1,379 
Natel 1,5 1,558} 2,092} 1 1 fas 1,71] 1,53t] 1 1 171{ 1 1 
Ouachita | 782 |} 72 7 2 2 1,8 1 ’ 1 1 1, x6 1 1 1 
Plaguemines 1, 753 1, 753 1, 753 1 ; 7 710 1 v1 
Pointe Coupée |} 1,996 1, 98 1 1 ( 1,( 1 1,054] 1 1 
Rapides 1 ‘4 1 1, 7 1 Lt 1 ) 1, 619 1 lt l 
Red River. { nod 1 { B34 1 112 { { { 1 i 
] Pi cacnnee 2 277 2 2 2 ’ ’ ’ 
S “at ) 23 ' wi | 
Saint Bernard 691 691 ri ( 691 691 33 ‘ | ‘ 
Saint Charles 1, 24 1, 242 1, 24 1, 24 1, 242 1, 24 i { 4 2 i i 
s t Helena 0 ov0 5 ro ( ( t 4 ( { ; 
Saint Joh n Baptist. 1 1 1, 256 1,2 1, 2x8 1 4 ' 734 4 i i 
Saint James. l 1,990 | 1,985 | 1,991 01 1,990 | ) ' ) ‘ ‘1 
Saint Landry... 2 2,4 2,430 | 2,430 | 2,430] 2,420] 3,74 3,749 | 3,744 i ; i} 3 
Saint Martin ao 1. 607 1. 099 1 ) 1,099 | 1. 009 1. ¢ | i ; 1 1 1 1 1 l 
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ctor in this table, a majority of 4,114 over the highest 
; republican elector and 6,405 over the lowest; while the low 


The supervisors of registration were all republicans, and as a rule | 
were selected from the most unscrupulous and villainous class, yet it 
being impracticable for them to confer together after the polls were 
closed and before mi aking their several returns, the aggregate figures 
returned by them as in the above table give W. A. Seay, the highest 


democratic el 





| democratic elector’s majority is 3,459 over the bighest republi i 
see ee ee 
| he vote as promulgated by the returning board is as follows: 
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Avoyelles .... 1,504 1, 50 1,504} 1,505 1, 504 1,470 | 1,471 1,471] 1,414 1471) 1,471 1,470} 1 
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ated by the returning board—Continued. 
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» vote as | eral parishes. ( ng table gives the polls by them tl 
r sev- | out: 
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ster 


Levissee. 
Martin. 
Cobb. 


C. Wickliffe. 


G. 
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Oscar Joffrion. 
> 


I 
L. St. 


| Morris Marks. 
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| O. H. Brew 
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Peter Joseph. 






i the supervisors had not disturbed. The supervisors rejected 
, and the returning board sixty-nine total eighty-four. 
s way the returning board has fabricated a majority of 3,437 for 
The total democratie vote thus discarded is within a few 
sof 13,205, while the loss to the republican vote is but 2,414—a 
rence of 10,791. 
t there was a settled purpose on the part of the republic an ol 
ders, Federal and State, in Louisiana to continue in office 
it regard to the will of the people, white or colored, is so clear 
it will not be doubted by any one who can take the time to ex 
the testimony. This fixed and fraudulent purpose manifested 
n the taking of the census in 1675 and culminated in the reg- 
on of 1876, 
inexample of how the true census of 1275 was falsified, we make 
¢ extract from the testimony of Robert Poindexte1 


poll 


uf I 
\ Hayes. 







he 










Mr. JENKS: 








What is your first n 

Robert Poindexter. 
you j 

the « 


itv of New Orleans 









mg have you lived in the city of New Orleans 
« been here about fifteen months. 

id you live prior to that ? 
parish of Assumption. 





} 


Louisiana | 


State of 


Sir 





have yon lived in the State of Louisiana? 






ears. 
the census taken of Assumption Parish in 187 


s taken by Poindexter. 

















m made return of that census, what was done in r né » tl 
| voters in that parish, as tothe number you returned as ind 
ver put down by the oilicers of the city of New Orleans? State t facts 








way 
I t my final report to the State registrar’s office and made my report 
ul made my report he told me to come back the next day and straig 1 
isiness. J went back the ne xt day to straighten up, and he told me his 
e nicer written than mine was, and asked me to sign that one I 
f report I made to him. I did not look over the figures at all un 
ened them. I then looked over the figures and I found he had reduced 


















iIndre¢ 


rof the population nearly one | 1, but 
nearly two bundred and tifty, and he told me 
ghty ike that, that it was 
lored votes in the rish 


had increased the voting 
that instead of being two 
six hundred and some odd 







or something 
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Additional polls thrown out by the returning board—Continued 


1 be seen that the board threw out pells in nineteen parishes ] obt 


z s full duty in the premises. It was predetermined to carry the State, 
number of colored votes in the parish was then actually increased in that , : } | 
Y and the supervisors Of registration who did their duty in th premises 
I | ; 
A. Yes, sir; increased the amount to over three hundred. | were not to be forgotten 
| The registration of 1276, such appliances as I have described, will 
The fraudulent census of 1875 thus procured was intended to be be “sy — a careful examination of the te none to be in excess 
as 5 Sng. “ . " ' ] nie 1) 1 axvter yf * OOO ¢ he very 
used with a view to political results in 1376. Of thisthere can be no | Of Me™ 1 et eae ene : ‘ Ne 
} ‘ we . t leas 0.00) Ss Was 16 C1 ) ‘ 
doubt, for the election of 1276 was the first thereafter. That such oO west Ca Tl a. - ont eee = oe tl a | f ' 
+ . * . . , *¢ i » mise 1 il a WwW a § 1¢ SSS “ar ‘ lie nD with 
vas the intention is further shown by the letters addressed by D. J. | V'8™S ° , = ae y ctiecs tae ae eae f tl afte 
. : “a 1 rt 5 ~ ed to in: just the Se el Lhe 
M. A. Jewett, secretary of republican State central committee, to the Se ae at "fh nee wae ey ne : : h ce 
. : . “ : | ion that we tink ige 7 of the Sherman report, where it is 
supervisor of registration, of which the following is a copy: oe" : | 
F , = D. claimed that by the registration there is a colored majority of 22,314 
he State of sian 
HEADQUARTERS REPUBLICAN PARTY OF LOUISIANA, | es tate of Louisiana } 1-¢@ 
Rooms JOINT COMMITTEE ON CANVASSING AND REGISTRATION, | Ihe registration was under theexclusivecontrol of therepnblicans 
Mechanics’ Institute, September 25, 1876. | The democratic State central committee asked to be allowed one 
Drar Sir: It is well known to this committee from examination of the cen- | clerk, which was refused. Michael Hahn, the State registrar, was a 
Bus tivo that the republican vote in your parish is 2,200, and the republican major re public an, and a candidate for the Legislature. Prior to the begin 
oe - Ing e per ) gistration Ww: cnown by the republicar 
You are expected to register and vote the full strength of the republican party | ning of the period of registra it was } ee See 
t r parish. = State central committee in what parishe s the democrats were making 
Your recognition by the next State administration will depend upon your doing | the largest gains among the colored voters. Men were lected ana 
full duty in the premises, and you will not be held to have done your full duty | gent into those parishes who could be relied upon to do the fullduty 
ss the re ] eer ey ari “.. sg 2 OF ‘ snub] . } 1 ] 
eis nie registration in your parish reaches 2,200, and the republican | ;» sj, premises. For example, M. J. Grady, collector of internal re 
\'l local candidates and committees are directed to aid vou to the ntmost in ob enue, was made super mi of registration for Ouachita Mr. Gra 
“uns the result, and every facility is and will be atlorded you, but you must cowd not afford to lose the rative otlice of collector of 
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ithe results called f 1 W it fail. ( d, yt recogn 
will be ample nad 
| Ve espe | t 
} . J. M. A. JEWETI 

S r 
| UPI Int F AEG! 
| Pa { mopt 
This is the same parish of which Poindexter has testified. Its col 


ored registration in 1874 was 1,821 and the whit 
lican majority at the ge 


was only 


e 1,665, The repub 
neral election held in November of that 


41 upon a total vote of 3,037. 


yea 
Poindexter swears that the 


colored majority under the true census of 1875 was about 250, and 
| that the State registrar changed these figures so as to increase the 
majority to over six hundred. Not content with this, if was in the 
last cany iss regarded necessary, at the he ulquarters of the republican 
party of Louisiana, to bring the majority up to 900. 


the 
lows about the 


By Mr. Jey 


Henry Boudreaux, 


testilbed 


of 
letter wh 


SUpPerviIsor 


for t] 
re 


registration 


ich I have 


11S parish, 


as at 


inst 
just 
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Answer. I : Pa 
| Q W ere 1p { A p l t ust 
| fall's election # 
| <A. Yes, sir 
(). Please lool it | wl ¢ i for ind, if 
| from whence d g 
A. Lsaw one lilar to this, and I ¢ ct this is it; it loo t 
Q. Did you ever see Mr. Jew 
A. No, sir; I never did 
Q. To whom did you give this paper, or the one that lo 
A. When I received t letter I t 4t f the pr 
it parish. I went to both de ats al t lf Mr. ‘I 
parish judge, and told him t & 3 i I ha 
to act upon it; that I had p t I 
re parish WO if it wa t ent dso to be 
I 00 majority, I was not g to return them I t I ‘ 
‘ g to these instruc 4 sked to ta ‘ nd | 
told him I had no objection to i He took a « 
inal After having taken a ec of t lett I tt ‘ pat 
s, among whom was Jud ttie I ‘ him that lette t I 
irdly knew at to d that I didn't intend to do a t kind, a 
Lhe judge toid me not to do it 


It should not be lost sight of that the pe riod of registration 
the 2th of August to =} | 


the 2xth of These letters 
were sent out while the sors midst of thei 


lainly informed that their recogn 


by the next State administration would depend upon their do 


‘ 
i 


October ine IslVe, 
were in the 


supervi 


of registration, and they were tior 





ny the 
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their own parishes, and in New Orleans, examined before the commit- 
tee in that city. The motion was placed upon the alleged ground 






an admission by the committee, astrue, that which wasnot. It would 
have been equivalent to a declaration by the committee that the 


charges of intimidation were true. This was one of the questions 






which the committee wasinvestigating. TheSenatecommittee atthat 
time, and for weeks thereafter, was in session at New Orleans, and could 
hear all such persons, if any there were. Republicans, white and 
colored, testified with entire freedom before the subcommittee of 
which I was a member, in the p: _ ies Where they resided. All wit 


{ 
nesses subpeenaed upon motion of the republican member thereof | 
| 









Mr. JoyYcr] testified, and after our return to New Orleans that gen- 
tlheman was authorized by the majority to call for examination in New 
Orleans any of those persons for whom he had elsewhere caused proc- 
ess to be issued and who had been returned as not found. He availed 
himself of the offer and had witnesses subpeenaed at New Orleans, 







who were thoroughly examined and cross-examined. 





rhe republican witnesses who appeared before the subcommittee of 





which I was a member did not manifest the slightest unwillingness to 
tate fully all their complaints, when they had any, against the demo- 





crats. 

No fear or intimidation was to be seen in their manner, and mor 
than one of the most intelligent of them swore that in their opinion 
no republican would be maltreated for giving testimony. Apart from 
the fact that republicar s did testify is the further consideration, con 
clusive upon this point that if there was a disposition on the part of 
any one to do harm to such witnesses, it would not be done, at such 










a time, when the act would be evidence te nding to sustain the charges 





as to intimidation, &c. 

Mr. Speaker, it will be impracticable, in the time that I may now 
reasonably occupy, to review the testimony as to all of the so-called 
bull-dozed parishes. ‘The subcommittee of which I was the chair- 
man was assigned for investigation the parishes of West Baton Rouge, 
East Baton Rouge, West Feliciana, and East Feliciana—the last 
three being classed by our republic an friends as among the worst of 
the bull-dozed parishes. So far as I may particularize, I will for the 
most part confine myself to these parishes, for if the republican party 
has not been able to make good its charge of intimidation, &c., as to 
these, no one will have the hardihood to say that their case has been 
made out in the State at large. 

I will consume no time upon the parish of West Baton Rouge, in- 
usmuch as the returning board made no alteration in the vote there 
cast. This parish having given arepublican majority, the returning 
board were easily convince ed that the election was fair. The other 
three parishes gave democratic majorities as follows: East Baton 
Rouge, 612; West Feliciana, 471; East Feliciana, 1,736; making a 
total of 2,419. By the action of the returning board this majority of 
2,819 is destroyed and the aggregate republican majority in the same 
parishes declared to be 1,057. That this result was obtained by the 
most wanton and flagrant disregard of law and violation of solemn 
oflicial duty I now propose to demonstrate. 

Each parish is, by low, didn into whatare called justiceof the peace 
wards, answering to our civil townships in most of the western States. 






















EAST BATON ROUGE, 






The parish of East Baton Rouge has twelve wards. Wards 1 and 
2 embrace the city of Baton Rouge, and each one of these wards 
had two polling-places, which are known on the consolidated return 
of the supervisor of registration as polls 1 and 2. -In ward 2, that a 
repetition of the same numbers may be avoided, the polls are num- 
bered 3 and 4. There was one polling-place in each ot the other ten 
wards, and because of there being four polling-places in wards 1 and 
2, the poll in ward 3 is poll No. 5, in ward 4 No. 6, in ward 5 No. 7, in 
ward 6 No. 8, in ward 7 No. 9, &e. 

The Louisiana election law contains the following provisions. 

I will first read from section 2: 

Within ten days after the closing of the election said returning officers shall meet 




























that those persons were afraid to testify in their own parishes. | shi 
It was very properly refused. To have granted it would have been | oan y 
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revenue. F. A. Clover, an ex-roper-in for a snake-show, was appointed E in New Or! enna to cn anvass and compile the statements of votes made by the cx 
supervisor of registration for the parish of East Baton Rouge. He | Sionersof election and m al jh paler apd eandneny wernt a I 
s tal st te to the - dw tl } } ting hall continue in session until such returns have been compiled. te 
was atotal stranyer to 1e pec ple , an as 1é re only W rile ac ing as olan shall, at such meeting, open in the pr sence of said returnir : 
pervisor. He} has since received “recognition” bythe Packard State | statements of the commissioners of election, and the returnit , f 
el nt by appointment to a clerkship in the Packard legislature. | such statements, canvass s returns of the election 
. é ' n the off retary of . £0 
Other specimens could be given. | ce 'y they shall t ein the o secretary Of state, &c. 
j ; ‘ a ee re | a — : 7, lisfr | sit . > 3. Beit further enacted, &c., That in such canvass and compilati 
The returning board attempts to justify its disfranchisement of flicers shall observe the following order: They shall comp 
er ten thousand democratic voters by saying that at the polls re- s from all polls or voting-places at which there shall have 
jected, fear, intimidation, &c., existed to such extent that many repub- peace abl registration and election. Whenever, from any e 
cans refrained from voting altogether, and that a large number of seitietesre eR iit - nt of any supervisor of rog 
} . . : of € m, in f eq d by section 26 of this act, on a 
those who voted the democratic ticket did so against their will be- ree or wore citizens, of any riot, tumult, acts of violence, intir ' 
cause of unlawful influences. ince ibery, or corrupt influences which prevented or ter 
Before proceeding further I will speak of a matter which would ee, and peaceable v f all qualified electors entitled to vo 8 
mr 1 : place, such returning ollicers shall not canvass, count, or con 
seem to require notice t ¥ t 1] t 
. ‘ ¢ . ‘ ’ votes from such p or voting-place until the statement 
I regret that it should be necessary for me to refer to the unfounded | polls or voting-places shall have been canvassed and compiled. 
charge that the minority of the committee was not fairly treated in | ollicers shall then proceed to investigate the statements of riot, tumult, ¢ f 
the matter of the examination of witnesses. There is notthe slightest | lence, intimidation, ar _ disturbance ee or corrupt intluences at 8 
vy r | 7 . . t+ton ac. ‘ poi or vour lace and if from the evidence of such statement they sha 
ground for such complaint. After the committee was divided into | ¢ A dink cents Fook, Staal. ante Of visienen, inlieelaainea, aaueal aiete 
suvcommittees and the latter were assigned to the investigation of | bribery, or corrupt intluences did not materially interfere with the pur and 
certain parishes, and had entered upon their work outside of New | dom of the electi h poll or voting-place, or did not preventa suflicier 
Orleans, it was sought to have persons who were said to be absent from ber ua l voter rereat t 1 registering or voting to materially chang 
I 4of the election, then, and not otherwise, said returning officers shall ca 





1 poll or voting-place with those a 
turning officers shall not be fully satistied t 





further testimony in regard thereto, and to this 
d for persons and papers. Lf, after such 
ill be convinced that said riot, tumult, act 
ance, bribery, or cor ipt influences did 


reedom of the « lection at such poll o1 vot 


er of the qualified electors thereat fro 
e the result of the election, then the sa 











pile the statement of the votes of suc 
trom their returns; Provided, That any 
son of being a candidate for office shall 
officers upon making application within t 


f the returns of said election. 
ted, déc., That in any parish, precinct, ward 
of registration or revision of at 








any day of election, there shall be any riot, tumult, acts of violence, i 
and distr nee, bribery, or corrupt influences at any place within sa 
ator nea y poll or voting-place or pli ion, or revision of reg 
th { and disturbance 


| such returns, to be certified as correct by the clerk of the district cou! 


| oflicers provided for in section 2 of this act, the said report and returns t 





which rot, tumult, acts of violence : I 
1 venta fair, free, peaceable, and fi 





neces sha 















ipt int 
te of all tl 1 precinct, ward, city 
l t rf n, if such riot, tumult, act 
nee corrupt influences 0« 
iy of ct of the supervision of registration of the parish, if 
i ¢ the time of ration or revision of registration, to make in duy 
er oath a clear and full statement of all the facts relating to 
ct produced by such riot, tumult, acts of violence, inti ation 
i bribery, or corrupt i iences in preventing a fair, free, pea 
registration or election dof the number of qualitied electors det 































I tun lation, and disturbance, bi I 
luences ft hich tement shall also be 
r oath le ens, qualified electors of the p 

ich stateme mnimnissioner of election or a supervisol 
t he shal uplicate to the supervisor of regi ion of 
if in the « to the secretary of state, one copy of w 
to the s rvisor of ion, shall be forwarded by him to the r y 
‘ rs } on 2 of this act, when he makes the returns of 
i parisl said statement shall be so annexed to his returns 
election iX, me adhesive substance, that the sar can | 
gether, and the other copy the supervisor of 1 gistration shall deliver to th 
of the « rt of his parish for the use of the district attorney. 

SI £3 y t further enacted. &c., That immediately upon the close of the 
on the day of election, the commissioners of the election at each poll or vot 
shall proceed to count the votes, as provided in section 13 of this act; and al 
shall have so counted the votes and made a list of the names of all 


voted for, and the offices for which they were voted for, and the number 
received by each, the number of ballots contained in the box, and tl 

jected, and the reasons therefor, duplicates of such lists shall be made out, sig 
and sworn to by the comn mers of election of each poll, and si 
shall be delivered, one to the supervisor of registration of the parish an 
clerk of the district court of the parish, and in the parish of Orleans to the s 
tary of state, by one or all of said commissioners in person within twentyt 
hours after the closing of the polls 
It shall be the duty of the supervisors of registration, within twenty-fo 
after the receipt of all the returns for the different polling-places, to « 





Is 1 au} 

















wi ard the consolidated returns, with the originals received by him, to tl 





closed in an envelope of strong paper or cloth, secur ly sealed, and forward 
mail. He shall forward a copy of any statement as to violence or disturbance 
ery or corrt iption, or other otienses specified in section 26 of this act, if any t 

be, together with all memoranda and tally-lists used in making the count and sta 


meut of the votes 


Under the election law of Louisiana persons are permitted to vot 
at any polling-place in the parish. 
1°, A. Clover, the supervisor of registration for this pee, 
garded and discarded the votes cast at polls 1, 5, 6,7, 8,9, and 13, 
six last named representing, as will be remembered, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, a1 
i. poll 1 being the court-house poll in the city of Baton Rong r0. r 
pm lls omitted by the supervisor cast 150 votes for Hayes and 1,136 
Tilden. Upon the vete as cast at all the polls, the majority for 1! 
den is 612. Without counting the polls ignored by the supervisor, t! 
majority for Hayes is 374,and by omitting also polls 12 and 14, throw 
out by the returning board, the majority for Hayes will be 636. 
Whether the result thus obtained and declared is fair and to be re- 
spected must depend upon what the powers of the returning )0a! 
and supervisor of registration are, and whether upon the law aud La 
those powers were exercised lawfully and without fraud. 
The following table gives the votes actually cast at the fourteen 4 
ferent polls for electors: 


dist 




















APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD. 

















Votes actually cast at the fourteen different polls. 




















Electors. 


Republican, 


( 163 4 é 1, 626 

163 4 ; t lL. 627 
Wo 163 4 ( 1. 624 
305 | 163 4 6 | 1,624 
305 | 163 4 ; 1, 623 
305 163 4 é 1, 623 
305 le 4 ; t 1. 623 
305 4 3 1, 623 








6 64 | 177 3 &2 | 162 | 165 | 144 
{ 64 | 177 34) 8&2 | 162 | 165 | 144 
6 64 | 177 34 &2 | 162 | 165! 144 
( 64 | 177 34 £2 | 162 | 165 144 
6 641,177 34} 82) 162 | 165) 144 
6 } 64| 177] 34 2 | 162 | 165 | 144} 
celta Te cue cam acerae en a wer Weenie wo 6 64 | 177 34 82 | 162 | 165 | 144 
Ss owe Shas ae dae eae ee tOe 6 64 | 177 34 #2 | 162 | 165 | 144 













will be seen by the quotation from section 2, also from the pro- | which they respectively would be best informed, 
us of sections 3 and 43, that the returning ofticers are required 
invass the vote from the statements of the commissioners of elec- 

These statements are the “lists” and papers which by see- 
{3 the commissioners of election are required to make immedi- 
upon the close of the polls. 


in each case sworn 
to and corroborated under oath by three respectable citizens qualified 
electors of the parish. 

The returning officers have no powers except such as are conferred 
by statute, and can make no inquiry or finding except to canvass and 
compile returns from the statements of votes cast as made out by the 
ipervisor of registration has no power to consider or pass upon | commissioners of election. They entertain no question and take no 
larity or sufficiency of the papers used or made out by the | action as to intimidation, &c., unless a foundation has been laid 

iissioners of election. He is a ministerial officer and can exer- | therefor, as already stated. 

) powers except such as are conferred by statute. In the report made to the House of Representatives at the second 
t is his duty within twenty-four hours after he receives from the | session of the Forty-third Congress by Messrs. HoaR, WHEELER, and 
















issioners all the returns of the different polls to prepare his con- 


RYE, all republicans, after quoting sections 3 and 26 it is said: 
ed return, and with it forward to the returning officers all “the | 
















Upon this statute we are clearly of the opinion that the returning board had no 

s received by him” from the commissioners. right to do anything except to canvass and compile the returns which were law 

tatement or papers other than the originals already named | fully made to them by the local officers, except in cases where they were accom 

supervisor anthorized or required by law to forward with his | panied by the certificates of the supervisor or commissioners as provided in th 

loted retur Pe ning ai | tlurd section 

ited return to the returning board ? ; 

iq the time of registration or revision of registration” there And by way of commentary upon the action of the board they say : 

e any riot, tumu't. acts of violence, intimidation or disturb- There is no more dangerous form of self-delusion than that which induces men 

bery, or corrupt influences at any place in the parish, at or | in high places of pubiic trust to violate law to redress or prevent what they deem 





laces of registration or revision of registration, preventing | public wrongs 
tending to prevent a fair, free, peaceable, and full registration or 
tion, it is by section 26 made the duty of the supervisor of regis- 
to make in duplicate and under oath a clear and full state- 
tof all the facts relating thereto, corroborated under oath by 

e respectable citizens, qualified electors of the parish. 
of these duplicates he must forward to the returning officers 
turning board) with hisconsolidated return. The other duplicate 
st file with the clerk of the district court of that parish for the 

of the district attorney. 

‘on the day of the election” there shall be any riot, tumult, acts 
lence, intimidation, or disturbance, bribery, or corrupt intln- 
es at or near any pollor voting-place, preventing or tending to pre 
i fair, free, peaceable, and full vote, it is made the duty of the | 
5 missioners of election (or one of them) at such poll, by section 26, 
ike in duplicate, and under oath, a clear and full statement of 


he 
supervisor, are certain remarks not upon the subject of intimidation, 
riots, &e., but giving his reasons for not returning in his consolidated 
returns the votes cast at polls 1, 5, 6,7, 8,9, and 13. He says the 
statements of votes, written records, tally-sheets, &c., brought to him 
from those polls are illegal, informal, &c. His views upon the sub 
ject of whether these polls should be counted were unnecessary, inas 
much as the law did not attach enough importance to hisopinions to 
eall for their expression. He has no power to decide whether the 
| statements of votes cast and filed with him by the commissioners of 
election are irregular, informal, or defective in substance It is not 
for him to say that an omission on the part of the commissioners to 
do some act in the precise manner pointed ont by the law renders the 
election void. It is not expectcd or assumed by the law that he will 


j give construction to the law and be able to decide whether a given 





On the consolidated statement of votes made out and filed by tl 










‘) 






















he facts relating thereto, corroborated under oath by three re- | requirement is merely directory or absolutely essential to the validity 
ectable citizens, qualified electors of the parish. One of these dupli- | of the election. He was only a ministerial officer, and yet that he r 
tes they must give to the supervisor of registration and by him sent | garded his action final as to the polls he discarded is to be inferred 
th his consolidated return to the returning board. The other dupli- 


from the fact that he did not furnish the returning board with the 
statements of votes, tally-sheets, &c., relating to those polls, although 
he admits they were brought to him and were in his possession. 


‘ ; : Hes Pee es The returning board should have had these papers before them and 
tothe re turning board upon the subjec tof riots, tumults, intimidation, they should have decided whether the votes cast at those polls should 


&c., unless these occurred during registration or revision of registra- | }yo thrown out without regard to how much or how little the super 

tion, and prevented or tended to prevent a fair, free, peaceable, and | visor may have known on the subject. No one can for a moment doubt 
| vote. The law fixes the period for registration and revision of | ¢)is who will carefully read sections 2, 3. and 43. The papers used 

tistration from the 28th day of August to the 28th day of October, | and made out by the commissioners of the election as to votes cast, &e., 
usive. Nor is he empowered to make any report of his own as to | : 


tunidation, &e., oceurring on the day of the election. If commis- 





cate must be delivered to the clerk of the district court for the use } 
of the district attorney. 
lhe supervisor of registration has no statement or report to make 














at the polls rejected by the supervisor were not returned to the board 


Z ; These papers should have been examined by the board without re 
ners of election shall have filed such statement with him, he must 


, : a ; ’ . gard to the supervisor’s opinion or action. 
forward the same to the returning officers with his consolidated re- While this point was being considered by the board an effort was 
turn, = 


made repeatedly by authorized representatives of the democratic 
party to have those papers produced and examined. The board flatly 
refused to do this, declaring that they would not go behind the report 
made to them by the supervisor, that they intended to be governed 
entirely by his return as to those polls, and that all reports from the 
commissioners of election must come to them through the supervisor. 


I quote the language of President Wells, as follows: 











rhat this is the plain and obvious meaning and only construction 

to be given to section 26 and the concluding sentence of section 43, 

cannot be doubted. The statement which the supervisor of registra- 

» tons expected to make as to intimidation, &c., is limited to the 

: period of which he would have the most definite knowledge. The 
© 18 true as to the commissioners of election. 

I hus the returning officers would have before them, with the con- 






















dated return and statements of votes cast as made out by the I differ with the ger an. The commissioners of ¢ : — 

= commissioners of electi he c lad ,ak. of supervisors | @ the supervisor. He is the medium between the commissioner i the board of 
ere ers of election, the complaints so to speak, of Supervisors | canvaaser, (returning board.) and all statements coming from the sup sor of 
( 


i registration and commissioners of election as to matters about | istration, as I have said before, is prima facie evidence of the ri 
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1 We cannot ignore 


for ou: decis 
exer 


althou 


that report 
e evidence and guide 
that they cannot 

ninisterial election officers, 

m to possess julie ial powers. 

n, When this subject 


was renewed 


board ruled as follows: 


, there 
turns made by the comn | 
returns from the board the latt would not go 
neglect of duty. If the state of the 
cause of any irregularity in the stateme 
&c., the y should have examined the l 
The ballots are higher evidence 
persons voted for than the 
ments made out by th election officers. (See State rs. 
&c., 13 Ala., 805; 283 Cal., 123; 1 Mich., : 16 Ohio, 1™4 
One receiving a majority of the qualified voters is entitled to the 
office, no matter what is certified to. (17 Ark., 407.) 
It is not pretended that the ballots had not been 
manner required by the law, and therefore the legal 
thei identity and correctness had not been impaired, 
Finally, after the strongest pressure the board permitted two out 


It would follow re- 


fore, that no matter how regular were the 

| if he withheld the 
behind this wat 
vote or count W 
t of votes cast, tally 


ots themselves. 


issioners tot Ipervisor, 
ton 
is obscure be- 
sheets, 
bal 
of the number of votes cast and the 
certified or even t 


sworn lists and stat 


preserved 11 


presumptiol 


of seven of the ballot-boxes representing the seven polls rejected by 
the supervisor to be ope nedand conte ntsimspected; Ge neral Anderson, 
one of the board participating tn the examination. Phe boxe 8 Ope ned 
They are called in the Sherman 
were the boxes used in 
Before speaking of the contents of these two boxes, I wish to 
say that under the old law it was the practice to make the returns to 
the sheriff, who would lock them up for safe-kee g in the box and 
fterward take them ont for compilation. From force of habit, im- 


were those belonging to polls6 and 8, 
report boxes 4 and 6, because they 


wards. 


perfect knowledge of the present law or design, the papers required | 


to be used and made out by the 


commissioners at the close of the 
election were by them put i 

Box 8, that is, the 
General Anderson to con 
poll-list. The vote 12 for Hayes and 64 for 
It is not pretended that there was found the slightest irregularity in 
the papers relating to this poll. And yet it was not counted by the 
board. 


to the boxes and locked up. 


box used in ward 6. when ope ned was found by 


was found to be 


Box 6, that is, the box used in ward 4, was open d by General An 
derson, and the only imp rfection found was that the statement of 
Was not signed by the commissioners. 
were signed, and it appeared therefrom that 


votes cast The tally-sheets 
Tilden received 373 
votes and Haves 7. he statement of votes was the least important 
paper, for without it the accuracy of the tally-sheets could be tested 
by the ballots themselves. These are two of the polls rejec ted by the 
supervisor, and the board also refused to count them. 

Whether their conduct would have the same if the 
these polls had been reversed can only be determined in the 
their conduct throughout. 

It will be seen that it was of the utmost importance to examine 
the papers ind ballots of all the seven polls ignored hy the super 


been votes at 


lirht of 


visor in order that it might be known by the board what appeared | 


theretrom. 

Che law is well settled that very little attention should ordinarily 
be paid to mere irregularities in the proceeding 
Vhich do not afiect the merits of the case. (2 


“Os, ) 


s of election offic ers, 


ly’s Election Cases, 


Those provisions which affect the time and place of the election 


and the legal qualifications of the electors are generally of the sub- | 


stance of the election, while those touching the recording and return 
of the legal votes received and the mode and manner of conducting 
the mere details of the election are directory. (19 Barb., 540.) 

The very able and distinguished lawyer and member from Iowa, 
Mr. McCrary in his valuable and now standard work on the Amer- 
ican Law of Elections says : 


The officers of election may be liable to punishment for a violation of the di 


rectory pro I a statute, 


yet the peopl are notto sulfer on account of th 
default of their agents 


"oo. 
fms 


Upon this point see 20 Til., 2 Green, (N. J.,) 68: 
123; 20 Minn., 107; 11 Mich., 362; 26 Texas, 5; 1 
Cal., 135; 34 Cal., 635; Brightly’s Election Cases, 448, 449, 450. 

The failure of oflicers of election to be sworn will not affect the 
election if it did not affect the result. (10 Mich., 107; 12 Cal., 352 ; 
26 Cal., 161.) 

In this connection it may be well to refer to the well-settled doc- 
trine that the acts of officers of election, within the scope of their 
authority, are presumed to be correct. 

The supervisor's consolidated return purports to have been made 
out and sworn to at Baton Rouge before the clerk of the district 
court on the llth of November. He swears that he went to New 
Orleans with his return on the 11th or 12th of November and that 
he did not file the same with the clerk of the returning board until 
ten or twelve days thereafter. After arriving at New Orleans on the 


Isth of November he swore to what is termed in the Sherman report 


1 Oregon, 


| subject of intimidation, &c., shall be 


| sealed.” Ife 


| but 


The Judge, | 


those | 


tain the tally-sheets, statement of votes, and | 
Pilden. | 


|} tion, 


Parsons, 503 ; Bright- rogatories filed before the returning board not one ean be tf 





Kansas, 279; 2 | 


tt 
ee 


his protest. The law requires that his protest or statement yy, 
“annexed to his conso 
return by paste, wax, or some adhesive substance,” and tha 
turn shall be forwarded by mail within twenty-four hours 
] the The law furt 
vides that his return (consolidated) and the stateme nts of vot 
&c., prepared and used by the commissioners of election 
“to be in envek pe of strong paper or cloth s 
did not forward his return by mail but took it + 
Orleans in person and did not file it for ten or twelve days t 
Mr. Speaker, it may be that the law is only directory as to 


hnnerin WwW 


ift 


has received returns from several polls, 


losed in an 


within which hich these papers shall be tra 

of willful misconduct ar 

the part of the supervisor and returning board, their failur 
1 to the p! unest provisions of the law should not be lost « 
more clear than that to give the return 

of subject-matter which may be lawfully put in th 

inclosed with the conso 

isor parts with the latter, for after he 


board, he, 


as bearing mm the question 


ITISCULCTIOI 


eturn when the supery 


J 
Visor’s protest, that protest must be 
1 
} 


iis return with the 

control over it. 
The fact that the consolic 

and sworn to at di 


as a ministerial officer, has 1 


lated return and protest wer 
flerent times—seven days apart—and sv 
places over one hundred miles apart, together with the fa 


| supervisor swears he cannot remember whether the protest 


the clerk of the 


the return when he filed the latter with 
| presumption th 


ward, is certainly sufficient to rebut 
plied with the law in this regard, 
Phe supervisor in his protest gives the names of thre 
to be maltreated—the tirst, William Payne, colored, 
“before or during” registration. He does not say that 
Payne was a republican or that polities had anyt 
with it. The second person named is Isadore Heron, col 
he says was vdrageed with a Tope by the he k until he 
dead ; says Heron was a republican, but does not aver 
was committed because he was a republican. Heron file 
vit the returning board and did not charge that 
was in any manner involved. He says it occurred in Februar 
which was long before registration began and at a time whe 
Was no political excitement in the parish. 
Mr. Speaker, the fact is at that time lynching of 
stealing hogs, cattle, and cotton in the seed was of 
—often very summary and very severe. 


The third and last person named is one Alexander G 


any 


ey 
] 
ki 


cause 


before 


perso S 
very ire 


currence 


| the supervisor to be a prominent colored republican. ‘I 


to do Gilbert some bodily harm, not finding him at home 
have put a rope around Mrs, Gilbert’s neck with the threat t 


| did not disclose where her husband was she should be h 


the statement of the supervisor. He does not enlighter 
cause of this unlawful conduct, nor how it atiected, if at all, 
ter of Mr. Gilbert’s registration. 

Mr. Speaker, it is of some significance that the wrong doers 
this instance, as in the one last named, armed with a rope, t 
cle in most frequent use even in the Northern and Wester! 
where vigilance committees undertake to administer the law. 

All else in the protest is general without reference to pa 
persons or places. He does not name a single instance of fa 
register. Nor does he say even in general terms that any act of 
he complains prevented or tended to prevent a free and full r 
The fact is the list of colored registered voters was 673 lar 
than ever before. And among all the aflidavits and answers t« 


where the afliant or any other person in his behalf swears | 
failed to register. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I submit that if there was politi alintir 
of the colored voters, and that those of this class 
democratic ticket did it through fear, it would have beet 
natural subterfuge and stratagem on their part to ne 
tion so that they would not be entitled to vote. 

It will be found upon examination of the affidavits, and : 
to interrogatories filed by the republicans before the returning 
that the charges of intimidation are of the most sweeping chi 


who \ 


ee 
iecl 


|} so much so as to compel you to believe, if you give full 
| them, that the colored vote of the entire parish was demora 


terrorized to the last degree. 
the votes? F 

No instance of discharge from employment or threat of disc! 
is named in the supervisor's protest, nor by the commissioners. 
will doubtless be looked upon as a little remarkable in sect 
the Union farther north where this kind of moral suasion 1s Dot 
known in the work of heated political campaigns. 

The absence of specitic allegations in the supervisor's protes 
the period of registration and revision of registration, a 


If this was true why did the board 
any ol 


| complaints made by the commissioners of what occurred on 1! 


of election, is a matter of great surprise, if facts were so a 
when it is considered that those papers were all drawn at 4 
leans as much as ten days after the election. 

W hoever willtake the trouble to read the proceedings be fore 
turning board will observe that the testimony for the most | 
the wildest hearsay. 
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s was the rule adopte d by the Committee of Elections. 


1 
nd a 


. e ! 
whom were republieans, a 


plied to a contes 
wn a southern State. I 


If it was in that « ise a Soul 


e. should it be in any manner relaxed by t] 
which only to vd 
, but which is also understood to maintain that 
bject to examination and review even by the Ser 
nresentatives ? 
it the very rule that should obtain with the retu 
is remembered that their examinat 
takes place very after the elec 
n has had time to « ool, and while each par 
er every species of miusre presentation and frand ? 
t rule that should have been strictly and severely 


sible, to give « } 


me return 


claims not possess a exercise 


qua 


on 


soon 


laracter and confidence to the { 
| when made, a tribunal which, from its past of} 
rusted, if not ak spised, by every 
arty, North and South ? 

iker, What a golden opportunity was thus t 

forward and manly discharge of duty would almost 

e healed over and erased the brand heretofore tixed 

by the following words, which I quote from tl 
he Ferty-third Congress by the special conunittee of 
I. Hoar was chairman, to wit: 


honest man 


hrown 


(GEORGE 


ing to other instances, we 
ning board, ont 


via and that this arbitrary 


now refer ire constraine 
t whole 
unjust 


board of a majority of co 


retu Was arbitra 
wid illegal act ial 


vers of the lower 


Lint iIscrvalive Mem 


supervisor in his protest saysthat during the registration lat 
rs of colored voters were induced by fraud and false represet 
sit their registration papers for safe-keepi 
its; that this was done for the purpose of depriving 
ell votes and also for the purpose of eaus iid papers te 


used and fraudulently voted upon by parties other than thi 


i \ 
voters, He does not name acase of the kind, nor was there 
roof or attempt at proof of this allegation before the retw 
And in all the testimony since taken before 
es I have not heard of any such occurrence. 
an meetings were interfered with. There 
re the board to this effect, but when the rebutting evidence taken, 
ted to the returning board by the democratic managers and | 
he subcommittee of which I was a member is exami 


any and all con 
says, too, that 


Was some evidence 


ied, it will be 
ted that the preponderance is overwhelmingly against the state- 


before the board. He does not 
sturbed during registration or 
tloes he tell of any one who failed to re 


nts made 
ere ad 


that the 
of registration, nm 
that He 
hat during the registration he was requested by colored men not 
establish a poll at Port Hudson, for the reason that they would not 
permitted to vote the republican ticket there. He did establish a 
| there, however, and George Jackson, John Smith, Frank Jackson, | 
| George Ooustner swear they voted the republican ticket of their 
ee will at Port Hudson, without molestation, and that to the 
est of their knowledge everything was conducted peaceably and 
ur. This testimony was before the board, having been taken by the 
igers On the democratic side. Everything contained in the pro- 
, however, not pertinent to the period and fact of registration and | 
vision of registration was mere surplusage, could give the board as 
i ground of action no jurisdiction whatever, and although sworn 
to sustains no other or different relation to the case than the sworn | 
tatement of any other person. 
As already shown, the returning board has no power or jurisdiction 
reject polls on account of intimidation, riots, &e., occurring on thi 
iy of the election, unless the commissioners of election at such poll or | 
lls have, as provided in section 26, made under oath a clear and full | 
statement of all the facts relating thereto, corroborated under oath 
y three respectable citizens qualified electors of the parish. 1 
itement the law requires to be prepared in duplicate, one 
e filed by them with the supervisor of registration and by him to be 
rwaided with his consolidated return to the returning board, and 
the other to be filed in the office of the clerk of the district court. 
Mr. Speaker, in the volume known as Sherman’s report will be 
found statements purporting to be by commissioners of election, as 
to Intimidation and other corrupt intluences alleged to have existed 
on the day of the election. It cannot be ascertained from this volume, 
hor from the one certified to be a full report of the proceedings before 
the returning board by T. W. Collins, stenographer, what use, if any 
was made of these statements by the board. y 
here isa complaint or statement as to poll 2 in ward 2, which s 
pol 4as known and numbered on the supervisor’s consolidated re- 
torn. Also, as to polls 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, and 14, as numbered on 
‘he supervisor’s return, as heretofore explained. All of these state- | 
ments purport to be corroborated by three witnesses, except those re- 
lating to poll 6, ward 4, poll 9, ward 7, and poll 11, ward 9. In all 


SAY Se meetings | 
revision 
vister on account. 


SAYS 


i! 


est 


copy to 


’ 


respect 


and conferred no j 


; due 


to poll 


| ticket, the 


| angry 


| be permitte d to take char 


all 


| sixth, and ninth wards and saw 1 


| crats calculated to keep men from voting a 


s all of said staten ubstance and in form, 


sl lire into any of the 


iatters which by 


r who makes complaint 
l, to poll 4. eV there general intimidation at 
Notwithst Baranco’s formidable statement 
id did not throw out t gave Hayes a majority of 233. Lieu 
Gerlach, Third tes Infantry, stationed at Baton 
fied that tl aranco called him aside and said, 
fixed them ; y-sheets and papers locked up in 
xes where they’ ve x democratic majorities, and they can’t 
int them now.” — . ; 
Can it be that 
to the fac 
is poll 


Wis 


she 


e, Testi 


We 
} 


le De 


we 


co 
the failure to throw out yy a 

that Hayes had a majority there 
10, in ward retained for any 
id a majority 271 They threw out poll 6, 
Pilde 373, although the 

by three witnesses. The same is true of poll 

nd 177. They retained poll 11 
the complaint of the commissioner was 
wi or because at that poll Hayes 
with certainty know. 
board that he went 
the morning, and 
» to vote, the dem 


( 
a 


4 was in ar 
? 

W 
Ha 


cet ed 


= such reason ? Phere 


where Hayes re 


ners statement 


es | 
7 votes and 
was not corroborated 
», where Hayes got S votes Pilden 
Whether that wa because 
not corroborated by three 
had a majority of 81, the board 
V Price, colored, made aftidavit 
1, in the city of Bat 


1 


waited until three o’clock 


ae 
one can 
i before the 

m Rouge, early in 
1). Mh. hout being abl 
ocrats having possession of the poll and keeping a 
voting. Th is a little too much for average hu 
Lo! 
t 


wo out of twenty-eight. 


wit 
republicans from 
man credulity, 


at that poll, and Hayes got 


is story 


there were only 28 votes cast twenty 


Joseph Williams, republican, is commissioner who makes com 


the 
| , he says that while on his way to 


plaint as to poll 5 in ward 3. First 
he poll that 
we 


morning he met two men on horseback whosaid, “Come 
are waiting for you;” the two men then turned back 
loft their pistols; says that when he got to the polls those 
k the ballot-box away f1 him; that he remonstrated, and 
if back to hi th i hey ot the poll, Bayi! 
‘did not care for the d—d ne: nor the soldiers that 
had charge of the poll, and they were goin o run it,” &e, 

V. M. Lange, colored, wn commissioner. Mr 
Lange is an estioned character. He w: 
1member of convention in 1867 and of the 
Le slature in intluential colored re 
publica In of wards 

invass, and was well received and well treated where 
ever he went white and black. He 
the staten Willian ul wears 
precinct wi ‘ by l quiet. He say 


vote the republ ! ( t, did so. There we 


says 


rave ms took charge 


they ero othce! 
ot 
wis t 16 Other republic 


and ung 
titutional 
the 


in of sound sense 
the 


is 
eons "Ox, 


most and 


ade 


was active 


n in the parish, and n speeches several the 


during the la 


ist ¢ 
contradicts most 
that the voting at that 
Those that desired to 
re two ts on tl 
Some gentlemen who came in ha 
d whenever they came in without a 
howed them the two tickets.” He says 
the colored men at that precinct did all the eleetioneering. Another 
witness swears that he vith Williams that morning when the 
two men on horsebac k The the He BAYS these two men used no 
or simply inquired of Williams if he was 


one of the commissioners 


by positively 


1el re 8 


in 
ticke 


table, democratie and republi 
tickets, and some had not; 


COMMILSSLONCTS 


hh. 


insulting words 


f 


. 
in commissioner, who complains as ti 


snot corroborated by three wit 


other reasons, wholly insut 


1 


» remembered t box 


iat ft 


y, was opened by 


isone of the boxes 
board. 


for this poll 
the 
insisted that heshonld not 
that they should be lock« 

“the reason I did not bring the tally 
se Tcould not convince these people that the 
records shgnld be intrusted that 
locked up mm the box id taken to the supervisor, well guarded b 
‘thirty-five or forty horsemen.” L erre 

Alonzo Woods, ce and Gustave Le Blanc, colored re publi 
re the other comu Woods swears there w 
timidation, and that he gave out republican tickets himself, 
swears that everything wv there w 
* that there w onduct, o1 ugly 
part of anybody. 

But, Mr. Speaker, to cap the clim: is to this poll, Mr. Lapierr 
himself appeared and testified that it was a quiet and peaceabl 
election. Says he attended republic meetings in the first, second, 

That he was in the 

parish during the canvass and saw no conduct on the part of demo 

gy asthey desired. He expres 

the opinion that a quarrel] < place in the republican con 
vention last September in the city of Baton Rouge, when Gilbert Car 
ter and O'Connor were forced off the ticket, created great dissatisfa 

tion, and contributed lar to the defeat of the republican party in 


Mr. La 


he foreman of the Republican printing 


which 
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after much entre 


uLDOrL 


re ol the pay Pras 


savas that some ur ed person 


up in the box. He says also, 


sheet to town was becau 


to me It seems 


the papers we 
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no trouble at 


noir 
is quiet, and that 


as behavior on t 


no disorderly ¢ 
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office in Baton Rouge, and says he has always been treated well by POLL 12 
the democrats, many of whom take his paper. John MeVeltz, republican commissioner for poll 12, ward 10, ; 
POLL 7 statement of intimitation; that colored men were marched wy to 









H. F. Billups, republican, is the commissioner who complains as to polls and required to vote the democratic ticket, &e. 
117. (Port Hudson.) w wd 5 The testimony of Frank Everson and other colored witnesses ref 
' this statement conclusively. 


He says that democrats marched colored men np to the polls and 













compelled them to vote the democratic ticket; that republicans V. M. Lange made republican speeches in this ward. 

were not allowed to vote until three or four o’clock, and that a dep- POLL 13 

uty United States marshal was threatened with arrest if he did not Cyrus Strother and James Casby, the republican commissioners 
stop distributing republican tickets. poll 13, in ward 11, gave separate statements. 

Mr. Speaker, | have already called attention to the fact that font They charge that there was intimidation ; that republica 
colored republicans made aftidavit before the board that they voted | were not allowed to be distributed, &c. Casby says that a 
the republican ticket at the poll without molestation. There were | when counting the tickets, the democrats crowded in and filled 
%2 republican votes cast at that poll; nearly, if not quite all, must | the room, and made the republican commissioner correct his 
have been colored. I now submit the aflidavit of A. H. Levi, esq. | sheet to conform to that made out by a democratic by-sta 
Chis aflidavit was furnished to the returning-board while it was en- | that the original records were afterward lost or carried away | 
tertaining and considering as evidence ez parte atlidavits : person. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA This poll was democratic by a majority of 162. If th “ 
Parish of East Baton Roug records were lost or destroyed, how and by whom? W 1 





1 
Personally came and appeared before me, the und 


ersigned authority, a justice of | would lose by their loss or destruction? Would democrats b 




























the peace in and for said parish and _o holding in =~ — ward get A oe ties to an act of which the returning board would be only t 
Kouge \ La now re ling in ai city ane on vath, does depose and say that to take advantage ? The returning board, with this state A 
he is a colored mat ra din the State of Massachusetts, where he was admitted . : . . 
isan attorney at law ; that for the last two years he has been following his profes- | Casby’s before it, made no etfiort to find out what had by 

nin t t ind city of Baton Rouge. Avers that at the election for State | these papers. Does any sane man believe that the board wi 
and national o cr eld on the 7th day o Nove mi ber r at eee sent — |} been so indifferent if the majority had been the other way 
ear, he was a United States supervisorof election for the tifth ward of said parish : seat iota: i . taats rof W.E kj } 
that ho was present when the voting began, and remained until tho last ballot was It is very clear from the testimony of . E, Adkinson 1 
counted bv the com sioners; that he suw no threats, act of violence, or intimida- | papers referred to were purposely “ lost or carried away 
tion ased by either political party for the purpose of preventing or obstructing ar POLL 14 
person, either white or black, from exercising the right of suffrage as they th« . ‘ 
Bast ‘Whe vot is one by both parties in a quiet and orderly manacr. There Henry Raymond is the republican commissioner who compla 
was a feeling of k ess manifested by both white and black, democrats and r poll 14, ward 12: 

blicans la ul have always been a pronounced republican; advocated, pub That on the said day of election, at or near the said poll, there were threats 1 
licly and privately, the election of the national and State republican ticket, and so | , | ni athens ntimidation. which t } nee 
voted on day of t ection. Was appointed a United States supervisor in the in- ances, Violences, and other acts of intimidation, which ten p 

: ; ; , prevent, a fair, free, peaceable, and full vote of all the qu L « 

terest of the republican party 















_ parish. The facts relating thereto are as follows; It was not safe for ax 
A. H. LEVI to vote the republican ticket. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me officially this the 20th day of November, A. a ‘ = 
D. init The utter want of specitic statement as to what transpired 
F. W. NEPHLER day of the election will be observed. 
Justice of the Peace. V. M. Lange swears that he made a republican speech in this wa 
He says: 





Oliver N Litrick ul ‘ ss Tr akes ving ah n - =” ‘ 
liver McKit , republican commissione r, m ikes the following We fired, I suppose, about four or five cannon. calling the people t 
allegation as to what occurred on the day of the election at poll 5, | notifying them. We took them on surprise, and we fired cannon, and 

ward 6. He says: immediately gathered the moment that they heard the cannon. 






That on the day of election, at and near the said poll, there were menaces, threats He savs there were democrats present, and they paid partir 
violence, and other acts of i midation used which tended to prevent and did pre ‘ . ‘ 


vent a fair, free, aud peac sid cull sete ot atl the qualitied electors of said parish, | tention to the speeches and made no disturbance. He says that 
self and the other speakers were cheered by the republica 
concluded. He says that this meeting was held to rally the rey 
licans of that ward to attend a republican barbecue to be hi 
Baton Rouge. 

(See testimony of Rev. R. F. Patterson, Presbyterian clerg 
from the North, as to this ward and the parish generally, page 4) 
The first democratic-conservative club inthe parish was orga 
in this ward. It contained ninety-seven colored men, some of w! 

had always been democrats. 

See further testimony as to this ward on pages 48, 91, 93, 95, 98 

We find, upon examination, that over three hundred citizens of 
parish made affidavit before the returning board that the el 
was in all respects fair, free, and without intimidation. More th 
half of these afiidavits were made by colored voters. 

Charles E. Doyle, a republican justice of the peace, testified as { 
lows: 










A. Williams, colored republican, swears that he visited this ward ae 


and saw nothing that could interfere with a fair registration and 
vote. He also swears that the election throughout the parish was 
quiet. He is the business manager of the Grand Era, the republican 
paper of that parish. 

Mortimer Price, a colored man seventy-five years old, who voted at 
this poll, swears that all was quiet so far as he could see. Says that 
he knows of “ no threats before the election nor dissatisfaction after- 
ward;” says he is a republican, but does “not follow party disci- 
pline; ” that he voted the democratic ticket believing that good would 
follow. William Martin was the democratic commissioner at this poll. 
He swears that the election passed off in good order and was in all 
respects fair; says, also, that he attended a republican meeting in this 
ward, and that it was held without difficulty or disorder. Unless Mr. 
Martin is to be discredited because he is white and votes the demo- 
cratic ticket, his testimony cannot be disregarded. 

POLL 9 3y Mr. NEw: 
Question. In what ward do you live? 
Answer. The second ward. 

















as ee Furlow, one of the republican commissioners for poll 9, ward 









7, says there was intimidation, &c., at the polls. This statement is Q. Is that in this city? 

not corroborated by three witnesses and therefore might be dismissed A. Yes, sir. 

without further notice. Q. You are a magistrate, are you not? 
iF r 1e rr . , at . s oo A. Yes, sir. 

W. HI atte rson, the other re public an commissioner for this poll, Q. Did you attend at any voting-places the day of election in this city ? 
swears that it was quiet there, and that he saw no intimidation or A. I voted in the second ward. was around at all polls in the town here 
unfair treatment of the colored voters. Q. State how the election went off. 

V. M. Lange, the colored republican speaker already @eferred to, A. Peaceably and ay, as far as I saw, sir, at each poll here in town 


Q. Have any complaints been filed with you or made before you on acc 


‘stifie ‘ ‘8 is wi » swore as follows: oe 
testified that he spoke in this ward. He swore as follows: any difficulties on the day of election? 








By Mr. New: A. Not any, sir. 
Question, Did you speak at any other point? Q. During the period of registration, say between the 28th of August an 
Answer. Yes, sir; 1 spoke my very first speech in the seventh ward 2eth of October, what was the state and condition of the city and parish, 80 
Q. You may state how that meeting went off known to you, as to a quict and orderly state of things? me 
\. Idisremember the date, but the first speech I attempted to make in this last A. It was very quiet so far as I know. I was in the house most of the tir 





campaign—it was the first place that I was invited to. On that occasion Colonel have been sick for a long time. I didn’t hear of any difficulties that I can 







Smith, myself, and Mr. Bird, and several other gentlemen spoke ber. . : ‘ eee 
Q. You may state as to whether any of the speakers were colored men as well as Q. You have no recollection of any complaints made to you or during tha 
yourself riod | 


A. I know that there has been none made to me directly. 

Q. What do you know on the subject of colored men voting the req 
democratic ticket of their own free will, or on account of intimidat 
upon the subject do you know ? 

A. Lhave been called upon to make affidavits from republicans and 
colored men, and they all testified that they all went to the poll and v: 
intimidation—no trouble whatever 

Q. Were these atlidavits made before you for the purpose of being us 
Orleans! 

A. Some were printed blanks, and some were written out—some I w 
Those for the republicans—we had no blank form for them—about as ma 
licans as there were democrats. 

Q. They testitied before you that they voted the republican ticket of 
free will, and without any intimidation ? 


\. Colonel Smith, the present recorder, is a white gentleman. I spoke before 
him There was another gentleman, colored, that spoke previous to me, and I 
spoke myself; [ was listened to by the gentlemen on the outside of the fence and those 
that were on the inside, and those that were on the outside and could not hear 
came on the inside and paid particular attention, and behaved themselves beauti- 
fully in my presence. When Coloncl Smith drove up and spoke they paid particu- 
lar attention to his remarks. If Lam not mistaken there was a gentleman there, 
Mr. William Bates, who was in company with several gentlemen, who said, “ That 
isagentleman. It gives me pleasure to hear him speak.’ 

Q. Was that a white man? 

A. Yes, sir. Colonel Smith was speaking, and Mr. Bates was a white gentleman 

belonging to the democratic party 


It will be borne in mind that poll 9 is in ward 7. 





















nd aftidavits of like import as to the den 
mocrats f 











. Yes, sir; so they said, This was outside of the parish, and the same in town 
(0. About how many such affidavits were made bef Tt 
t As faras I can recollect there may have been some t hundred, probabl 
t three hundred. 
x ©. Mostly from the country? 
es, sir. 
o i out equally divided as to polit 
,. Yes, sir; very near. I think there was two or thr ) 
ts than there was republicans 
0. You bave been confined to the house so that you have not been cit 
shri t » parish ¢ 
cs ot out previous to the election—about a week or 
0. Vy is your politics # 
\. Republican, sir. 
I tenant William Gerlach, of the United State Ar ata 1 at Rat 
: and who favored the election of Hayes, gave the tollow t 
1 was before the returning board, 
Baton Rove, November 16, 187 


p. L. JASTREMSKI, Mayor, and Dr. J. W. Durnss 


EMEN: In compliance with your request of this mort 
sh you the following of 
which the election was conducted here on the 7th instant 
ot the votes has been conducted since 
I was present on the morning of election-day 
g officer, Lieutenant Cl 
asioners at the Murphy school-lhouse 1 a 
ference between leaders of both political parties 


it the representatives of the democratic 


GENT 


account my personal obser ions of 


, and how the canvass 


when a 
of a cliftic 


report was made to my 
mandil ries Brooks ilty about ap 


nd I acco 


I saw and be uT 


























party lall in their power to 
i fair arrangement of the matter possibl Betore a conclusion was ved 
oceeded with Dr. Dupree, democrat, and C. Le Sage, republica the 
polling-place to investigate a report made by one Shields, (col 
it he had been roughly handled and ejected { roo 
x was located by one Duncan, although he (Shiel was a United States 
irshal 
© out there (six miles from the city) at a very rapid gait. While en rout 
Sage stated that upon the least sign of intimidation he would, as supervis 
the polls, To such a proceeding Dr. Dupree objected, as Le Sage had ace 
us simply in his private character as a representative of the rep 
Upen my remarking that such a course was not expected when ilo 
s directed me to investigate the facts jointly with him and Dr. D 
that I would, if necessary, re in and see peace | ul I co 
vet further instructions, by sending back a mounted order] La 
. loned the idea Upon our arrival at t » polls, If ‘ 
1 able Excepting Le Sage, who carried a pistol, and 1 ord I 
d men there. There were no arms in the house where the ball x is 
All persons present were sober and orderly. After careful investiga 
particularly among colored men present, and after hearing the statement of 
lican commissioner, whom I saw ne, I became satistied that 
gro Shields was false. Ontheop of the poll he had entered t m 
e the ballot-box was located, and was removed therefrom by order « ‘ 
ssioners, (Who were enforcing the rule that no voter should atany time be n 
tof the box,) by one Duncan, who was acting oftticiall 18 Supervisor O1 
Upon asserting that he (Shields) was a deputy marshal, he was r¢ 
i by the republican commissioner and Duncan to return, and assured that he 
1 be molested, but left nevertheless, stating that he was going to the bar 
report them and send the military after them. I was treated by all pres 
ent with the utmost courtesy. No oneattempted to prevent a fre 


and f 
mV call asia 


gation, nor could I perceive any displeasure on account of 1 








ndexamining themalone. Le Sage assured me himself that he was 
Shields had made an utterly false report. In returning and goin 1 
closely all roads in sight, and I failed to see any picketsanywhere. | y colored 
man I met assured me that he had not been moleste #ing to or coming from town 
I was particularly struck with the friendly feé 1mong the whites 





iy 


i negroes gathered near the polls, and the 1 
prehended no tronble. Upon inquiry he further told me 
supporters of the republican ticket had been orde1 
te, but few republican votes would be cast there. 


me 
is most of the 


ed by their leaders to town to 














Upon returning to town I was met by stories (told by radical politicians) that an 
express had heralded our coming to the men at the third ward, that a man had 
shot there, &c. The gait at which I rode going to the place made the former | 
ssible, and I could not find the wounded man, who was said to be in town, in | 
8 my making dilligent inquiry. I have seen an article in the New Orleans | 
Republican of the 15th instant relative to affairs in the third ward, and I am free 
t y that the statement therein made is utterly false to the tof my knowledge. 
‘ 


ler returning from the country and reporting 
frequently every voting-place in the city. 


to my commanding 


Everywhere voting 


oflicer, I vis 
was quietly 











progressi Excepting attempts to coax black men to vote the democratic ticket 
I was made to influence their action. I failed to see any ground for the 
complaint made to me repeatedly by republican politicians that it was dang 

for aman to vote the republican ticket it 


are 
n to preserve the peace, and the authority of the United States 1 
estioned. On the contrary, when it became necessary to conf 





is nowhere 





fer with civil pow 
ers, they showed the utmost willingness to do what was correct and fair. 1 pon a 
c4 1int being made by Deputy Marshal MeAlpin that he was annoyed in t 





performance of his duty near the court-house voting-place by the city po 

tioned about there, they were at once withdrawn by order of the ma 
some misunderstanding of orders, they again went into the hall, 
f of police went in person and superintended their removal 

One thing was quite a parent, the democratic gide worked 

means, to induce colored men to vote their ticket, while but litt 

sane end was perceptible on the part of their opponents. I rer 





or, and w 


the mayor and 


hard 


by all 


rt 











‘ ferent polls until late at night, and convinced myself by actual observation that 
, © count was progressing fairly, and that no danger need be feared of any in 


rterenee by unauthorized parties. About one a.m. on the 


: ) morning of the &th I 
Was called from my bed and directed by my commanding of 


er to go to the court 








house and see what action was required to protect the deputy marshal and oflicers 
election there, it having been r¢ ported to him that they were in danger of being 
iterfered with. Upon arriving there I found th deputy marshal, MeAlpin, quit 

excited. I told him he need not fear anyt 


hing. Upon tl 
crowd could come in and kill him before any aid could be 
at he had heard parties say in the yard “their n 


is he remarked that a 
had from the garrison ; 


jority 


> ch good,” (referring to republican votes cast there.) Beyond this and the fact 
at some members of the democratic party had been there to witness the count, I 
eor 


f ld find no reason for his fears. To assure him, however, I requested the chief 
‘ polic 8 to station some men near to prevent the approach of unauthorized parties, 
and he complied promptly by detailing picked men for that duty. I myself re- 
niained until after four a. m., when I left, sending a sergeant to take mj I 
he, in turn, was relieved by nine a.m. Neither mt 
otticers on duty could see any, even the most 1 


repo 


we 
self nor the non-com 3310 1 


cause for ubcasine 


| 
fair 
to the 


ained near the | 


here won't do them | 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSION 


Vas ¢ the ret ue by t 
1 mers. H perfect ¢ ya t f the de 
| « var Who Phe nade every et ’ ply wit 
8 directions, and in f e treatment they rece d at the han 
of so of Mr. Clov Ss su i Ll was present when this occurred several 
they kept t n rs and a ery fair, indeed 
While on this du case of timidation which has come to 
personal notice Ba R é Mr.jGuy Samuels, a native 
Virginia, and now a pl Port Has was approached by a negro 
en outside of the court e, Where he, Sa s, had been on duty in conne« 
election mattters ward I ised the most abusive language 
i iginable. Mr. Samuels that a fears on account of political o 
j r actions he might ha r and j ted him to e« and g 
| op, offering him a place to sleep in | iwelling while th and prot 
to protect him All this had no etfect the negro continued his threats 
ad abuse, his mant s vy il elle my presence there f 
trom the pu ent at Mr. Sa ‘ sha 3 4 deserved W 
iarding Mr. Clover and the deputy marshall against apprel ed dat 
ways unarmed. At no time was there, as far as I could perceive, a 
rmy presence. Iam convinced now that under any ordinary cireum 
} unife nas United States otlicer is suflicient protection against any 
| performing any duty, such ng a marshal in making an arrest 
I have above given simply a statement of what I saw myself. I have purpos 
voided making any remarks on the conduct of the officers sent here to conduct the 
election, although it appeared stran to me that they should be on the most in 
mate terms with leaders and candidates for office on the republican side, and « 
sult with them often in the course of their official labors. The following facts 
should, ho er, be well know1 
W hile « luty at the court-ho I was approached in a very confidential man 
ner by one Baranco, (colored.) w had, if y memory is correct, acted in some ca 
pacity at the engine-house p and vy r is to be a deputy [ ted States ma 
He it t rad s) had fixed the democrats by lock 
p tally-she l ers in the ballot-boxes in places where a democra 
ty was « ) Llater by Mr. Ch t ul « t 
} turn I tructions, excepti ’ 
; s head la he got safe ‘ New O 
| That th e made may be corre judged, Iw 
I have neve tive | f Pp ly Lha 
United States Army ¢ ‘ ) nda ‘ nee tor t nony given 
before a cong al New 0 1 nl vitha published in 
the appendix to ir report, will show that | have always pleaded tor the rig 
| of the negro 
)} Goir ck a short time when the canvass was in full blast, I attended a demo 
i era i held | ed | ’ recue It e noticed that the negroes 
ased with the ar there ae ‘ 1; that they liked and be 
promises m m re T y schools and ot r privileges 1} 
ena red by sever 8 that voted the democratic ticket because they 
ware tistied their m rs opl s) ir vere their own, and because 
t did not like men put on the republican ti t 
Many more reasons were giver 1 detail fe ar action (turning democrat 
negroes who approac Lt le all ask uly ow they should vote 
it the approaching « 
Ci Lt free t to use this statement in any manner yon desire, I 
im, gentlemen sur ob t . 
] WM. GERLACH 
| S I unt Fifth Infantry, United States Arm 
Sworn to and subscribed befor 
F. A. NEPHLER 
Justice of the Peace 
rerlach testified to the same effect before subcommittee, (see pay 
23.) Also see Lieutenant Holimes’s testimony before the House com 


rous | © iving office at their hands. 


utmost care appeared to have been | in office without the consent of the white race, but, discovering that 
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mittee at New Orleans. 





























There were over tive hundred colored members of democratic-con 
servative clubs in th parish In every club colored men were the 








leading officers. No one can re 
vineced that the e 1c voters not only cast their ballots 
in good faith, but did it with enthusiasm. 

We refer to the testimony of Zebulon Lange 


testimony 





without 


be ng co 








d democrat 








‘ 
1 








y ge and Edward Plunket 
both colored, on pages 113 and 114, as giving an vent 
of how the colored people te It and how the canvass was conducter 
with reference to the colored vote. 

After the right of suffrage was conferred upon the colored people, 
men from other sections of the country, most of whom had been ut 
appreciated at home, notwithstanding their loud protestations of de 
votion to the Union, went among the colored people asking and rr 
Those men were not only thus plac ed 








intell account 







































































the latter must in the very nature of tl 
tluence over the colored peo} 





lings soon exercise a large it 





s, they devoted themselves exclusively 
to the work of keeping in oflice and their colored constituency organ 


























ized for united work at the ballot-box. The result was that thes« 
oftice-holders had no other interest in the country than to procur 
oflice, and it was so manifest even to them that no distant day would 





find the 





negro with his ¢ 5 





made 


es open, 


that it the scramble intens« 
and bitter for plac 6, each one fearing that the harvest would be 
before he would be prov ided for. 








‘ 
BA 














The courts were presided over by strangers, in many cases without 
ther capacity or character. 

A large proportion of the parochial offices, such as clerk of th 
court, sheriff, tax-collector, police jurors, &c., were held by colored 
men, most of whom of necessity were wholly untitted for those posi 
Can it be wondered at that 
fied and asked such men to 
have been more tolerant ? 

Mr. Speaker, about the time this state of things had become 
as it could be, a new element or cause of disorder made its appear 
rhe stealing of hogs, cattle, cotton in the seed, &c., became: 
very frequent in all the parishes embraced in this report. The de 
fiance and boldness of the guilty parties was such as to provoke to 

yg i ylo sustained k The stealing of cotton in 
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tions, 





the white people 


’ 
resign i 


became dissat 











Would a northern commu 
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APPENDIX. TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


vas carried on so ex- | in the lynchings which occurred in this parish 

d by unscrupulous men at | cal excitement during that period, and no election exciti 
hes for its pure hase. For atime thecourts | te rest, except that for mayor of the city ot Baton Rouge, 
d to for redress. It was impossible, in | 1876, when the democratic candidate for mayor was elect 
hho rhe juries would generally be com- | majority of 345 votes, the city before that having been rep 
persons it pathy with the offenders. | several hundred. The democratic candidate for mayor wass 
sufferers that | in the most earnest manner by a large number of colored my 

i ng of juries in the | not pretended that there was the slightest intimidation of the 

was while the —p ic mind was thus | vote at this election. Phis was tl beginning of the first 

he pari judge and some other oflicers | erable organized break in the ranks of the colored republi: 
ested to resign, al lid resign in 17; in this parish, and occurring, as it did, immediately prece 
the year 7 16 people most in eek | presidential canvass, was of great aid to the democrat 
perty should no longer be taken by persons hay- | throughout the parish, and contributed largely to its success 
ight thereto. Companies called regulat ors or bull-dozers were vember. Of this there can be no doubt whatever. The der 
thereafter, until ly in the year 1276, they made them- | candidat es for electors tairly received a majority of 612 

hen ¢ nevace d in ste aling, or who had } | parish. 
3 were made up of young men in WEST FELICIANA. 
ise When unlawful and un There are twelve wards in this parish. The supervisor of 
red pul ment i eted out by self-constituted conservators | tion refused to establish polls in wards & and 12, and in v 


of law and orde1 xcesses were’ conunitted which cannot be justified. | the law located the polling-places for those wards in ward 1 
Chese chastisements were always summary, and often very severe, | is Saint Francisville, the parish site. Thus three polls were 
li some instances to the extent of taking life. The stores of demo- | at the court-house in a town of oniv a few hundred ir 
crats, white 1 ‘ iged in purchasing stolen cotten, were burned where one would have been ample if the law had been com; 
Among the democt vhose stores were thus destroyed — this | as to wards 8 and 12, 

parish are Nicholas Wax, W. R. Bates, T. D. Schloss, T. B. Brown, The following table gives the vote as cast in this par 
and Mr. Ligor After this, as retaliatory, several cotton-gins were be seen that it is prepared as though an election was i1 
burned will be found, Mr. Speaker, upon examination of the | wards 8 and 12. As already explained this was not the fact 


testimony, that it conclusive ly appears that pol itics Was not involved for those wards, 80 to spe ak, having been located in ward l 


t = 


J offrion. 


John McEnery 


t 
7 


Ward No. 2.—Intimidation.—Five men were discharged in this ward 
iam Ball (white democrat) for refusing to sign a pledge to vote the ¢ 
and ct ¢ tion of | Ucket 
ent and Vice-President of the Ward No. 3.—Intimidation.—United States supervisor and republican « 
h of West Feliciana at the general | With tickets, driven from the poll by armed men and not permitted t 
sions of an act to reg he | ™ t blican tickets. Witnesses, Valentine Emory and Howard Thornt 
ity of elections, &c., approved No- | Vard No. 4.—General intimidation and discharge from employment 
endered to me bv the commissioners Ward No. 5.—General intimidation and discharge from employme! 
ts of riots, tumults, acts of violen« } Ward No. 10.—Intimidation.—Littleton Cotton and R. J. Hogar 
pt influences, were attached : publican leaders, threatened with death, and actually assaulted 
oftice, and no protest of th yor. | democrats, because they refused to pledge themselves to vote the den 
' connection with sai 2 L also protest against the votes to the number of voted in the nint 
islature of the State | Gavits without registration papers, said atlidavits being made before 
| who was not a justice of the peace or author ed to ¢ lister oa 
28th day of December, A davits marked A, and commission and oath of L. Vresinsky, marked B 
. ing this protest. 


wt of the Le 


Pe hy This paper was utterly void for non-conformity w ith ] vt 


Parish of West Feliciana not corroborated by three witnesses, nor does it allege at 
A. Weber, the supervisor of registration, in siete onsolidated | "egistration or revision of registration there was stdwoidation ¢ or 
ttement of the vote east, returned the full vote without at that | fluences of any kind preventing or tending to prevent a fair, fr 
me protest, remarks, comment, or criticism. His consolidated state- | peaceable, and full registration or election. In law this so-ca 
ent or retu as sworn to on the 9th dav of November, before the | PTotest was bat blank paper and could not confer jurisdict 
rk of the d t cou F th ish. It will be seen bv the cer- | the board to examine as to anything that occurred either be! 
cate of the cl] 1a ipe or never filed with him a state- Sto ae ws ——— s 2,3,4 
ent. : rrovided for in sect on 26 relat »to intimidatio fh ee 1e returning board not only threw out these paws, ‘ 
; Seam ; cite s * os crs ta en oe | which gave democratic majorities and which gave an aggregate 
ions file statement with the supervisor and clerk | CTatic majority of 736, but not content with this base and vi 
the court, ither of them, as to intimidation, &c.,on the day of | 4¢t rejected poll 9, not complained of by the supervisor, (¢ 


the election, as provided for in said section. There were nosuch state qualitied form which does not impeach the fairnessof the vote, 
gave a democratic majority of 120. 


ments of commissioners of election before the returning board, and 
hence the latter had no jurisdiction or power to inquire as to what did WARD 2. 
or did not occur on the day of the election except to ascertain the 

number of votes cast, for whom, and make an honest declaration of 
the result. 


The supervisor’s charge as to the poll inthis ward was 
false. The allegation as to discharge of men by William b 
nied and satisfactorily explained to the most prejudiced min¢ 
testimony on page 140.) Theelection in this ward was “ fait 

: ib Wehen Qhaes Bi bee beleh es ait and peaceable.” So testifies Henry Perkins, who was a candi 
sashadsat Wank Wiieiean ait Vek of Vniteieen haem tutink tes nae ‘© | the republican ticket, was counted in by the returning boat 
1876, make this my protest against counting the votes in the following-named poll declined to accept the oflice upon the ground that his oppo 
ug places, and for the reasons stated beloy it fairly elected. 





} 
1 +) 


It was not until the Mth of November that the supervisor made 
protest, as follows 























- a 


But one witness m ule affidavit before the re turn 
n here was not fair, while eighteen, most of i 
e aflidavit that the election there was in L resp 


se aflidavits were read before the board, while the aftidavit of 
on makes no allusion whatever to a United Stat 


WARD 3 
| supervisors ¢¢ mplaint as to the poll in this rad . 
| States supervisor and republican canvasser was drivena 
the polls by armed men, and not permitted to distribute repub 
kets. Valentine Emory and Howard Thornton are referred 
witnesses. Emory’s pame does not appear among the persons 
‘ 


can canvasser, or any other person in any manner 
1: the day of election. Nor does he speak of anyth 
e election, lawful or unlawful. 
is Green made aflidavit before the board that there was int 
n, but he makes no reference to the fact asse1 lL bv the 


Cornelius Smith, the United States supervisor referred to by t] 
or of registration, made aftidavit before the board, but does 
tend that he was driven away or in any manner maltreated. 

vs that armed democrats intimidated colored voters on the w 
spoll and at the same. Only a few days before that this sa 
ius Smith swore that at this poll “the election was peacefu 
et, that he saw no intimidation of voters, and that the colored 
voted as they pleased without hinderance.” He doesnot in his 
equent affidavit make any reference to his conflicting statements 

(hirty-five persons, most of whom were colored, made aflidavits 
the board that they were present at this poll and that there 





y disturbance or intimidation of any kind. Shall they be be- | 


lormust Smith be credited, whoswears both ways? They swe 
was the usual amount of electioneering but it was entirely | 

te, and that all persons, white and colored, exercised their 
t of suffrage without force, let, or hinderance; that the colored 
especially crowded the polls of their own accord and voted as 
eased; that they saw no one with arms at the polls or in go 
to or returning therefrom, nor had they heard of any armed 


ul 


sand voting as they preferred. They all swear that peace and 
der prevailed and that the election passed off qnietly; that 
te peace officers and United States supervisors of both parties 


re present and not an arrest was made, nor was there any com- 
} 


see. The board wholly disregarded it, believing no doubt 
hey were serving those thirty-five witnesses, white and blacl 
v voting the democratic ticket. 

ilso testimony before subcommittee as to this ward and poll 
esses, White and colored, pages 144, 150, 212. 213, 214, 215, 219, 





WARD 4 


General intimidation and discharge from employment ” i e hat 
e of the supervisor’s protest as to this poll. 

t four persons made aftidavit before the board impeaching 
manner this poll. One of these says there was intimidation. 

s man, William D. Postlethwaite, was the republican candidate 
rsheriff. He swore, nine days after the election, that he voted the 
epublican ticket at this poll; that there was no intimidation ; that 
e colored people voted as they pleased, and that peace und good 


in 


rer prevailed. Another says that a democrat was engaged in taking | 


own the names of persons as they voted. Llow often this is done 


ilk 
Noith by beth parties, for the purpose of knowing; who should 


sent for, is well understood. Another says that he “saw three]. 


lored men dragged up tothe polls and made to vote the democratic 


to vote the democratic ticket, we are not informed. Another 
sthat he resides in this ward and usually votes there. He does not 
that he voted there at the late election or that he was present. 

He says that men came to him and said that they wanted to vote tl 


publican ticket but did not, fearing that they would be run out of 
h. It is a sufticient answer to this to say that in all the ex 
fe stuff filed before the returning board and received as evidence 
ere is not one case shown where a voter has been run ont of this 
iny other parish on account of voting the republican ticket 

Sixty-nine persons, mostly colored, made aflidavit before the beard 
it the election was orderly and without intimidation 


Y 


paris 





See also testimony as to this ward and poll before subcommittee, | 


pages 150, 152, 153, &e.) 


WARD 5. 


“General intimidation and discharge from employment” is the su- 


visor’s charge as to this poll. 
I have examined with the utmost care the affidavits and answers 


to interrogatories before the returning board, and do not tind a single | 


complaint asto this poll. One hundred and nine persons, white and 
colored, made affidavit before the board that the election was fair and 
Without unlawful interference of any kind. 

See also testimony before subcommittee, pages 142, 222, 223, and 


WARD 9. 


There were only two affidavits before the returning board by 


V—11 A 





r men of any kind, preventing colored voters from going to the | 


by any person. How testimony conld be more conclusive we | 


et,” &e. How these persons were dragged, and how they were | 
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It is clearly « 
examined on that pe 
this parish 
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but himself would have 
And why postpone writing it 


do not believe this to be tru No 


that he had made a protest. 
° 


l ‘ one 





own 









tor ten days? In all that he has to say in his protest he mentions 
but one name besides his own; that of Lieutenant W. S. Davies, of 
® Thirteenth United States Infantry. He says that Davies was 
ot at Davies, in answer to interrogatories before the returning 





hoard, distinetly asserts that he does “ not believe that there was any- 
political in the matter.” He before subcom- 

tt and did not even allude to having been shot at. 
Ni itements by commissioners of election, as provided for in sec- 
m 26 of the election law of Louisiana, as to occurrences on the 
of the election, were tiled with the supervisor, returning board, 
clerk of district rt. The registered vote of the parish was 
04 white, 2,127 colored No republican tickets were sent into or 
lin the pari ve perhaps one or two which were written. The 
1 party ] t ilv ab doned the contest before the day 
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—_ een A ae nnn a 
( ( II ). P. He ont | ol Uheelocti: n, and purposely withheld tickets from the 
was proven. The canvass Was quiet thoneh the ce 
: with more energy and hope of success than at any ‘ 
1 ! |} when Seymour carried the pari \ ! of 7675 14 
I ‘ h Ihe : : vote then, as now, being largely cast t democrats, N 
l ll of w were f : e ‘ tor standing the considerable colored major some deme } 
ef Ww it \ { - \ for electors elected at almost every general election. Phis is true oto 
parish officers, such as clerk, sheriit, &c., but for pari j | 
lature, &c.; this, too, over the regular nominees of er 
r party. It required the co-operation ot several hundred color 
to accomplish this. It is no new thing for colored me u 
| bers, to vote the democratic ti ket in this parish. 
= ; F Rev. John A. Reiley, of the Presbyterian Church, a ge 
< a “: a large property, a most pronou wed and outspok« h repul 
_ 5 - } moved from New Jersey to this parish ten years ago. Lit 
= | < - “ s Hayes and Wheeler, but not for the electors, because there ‘ 
| printed kets, and he eould not reeall the names of the « 
; 235) 9 2 2 235 | Mr. Reiley was one of the republican commissioners of ¢ 
‘ = 7 es . . . an | & linton, the parish shire town. lle testified as follows 
; ' 35) 435] 13 3 134 | democratic parish ticket 
4 174 i74 474 434 474 i74 4033 | By Mr. New 
i 14 iz4 l24 124 Ie 124 Lt | Question. You say you voted the de Lb 
lel il 161 wl 161 161 161 | tieular al llow am I to understane 
I i lis 11s 11s l 118 11s Answel I tit n what I say I f re 
1, 737 |! 1, 737 1 1 ase Sak Ee ee ry oe ee 
. ’ interested 
ss ] = Q. Did you feel considerable zeal the democratic pa 
A. Yes, sir; that Ww tIs 
Phe co dated return of James E. Anderson, supervisor of regis- Q. You did not vote the democratic parish ticket, then, be 3 
t int ris is filed with the returning board November 13, | publican ticket 7 
it re No protest, or paper purporting to be a protest, hy beg ow ee . = ee nas 
filed by him th the board until November 23, which was re Q. You would not © voted a republican parish ticket if it had 
ed by the board in a se parate pac kage, Hie does not allege in his names upon 1 
test tl invt} fe urred during the period of registration or A. If Thad been re an par ket I woul 1 
‘ nof registration to prevent a fair and full registration. He | ?“™°s "Pe" - 
s ubsenttirom tl! par sh during the last nineteen days of the | The democrati par sh ticket Ix ing thus sup yy rted 
d tixed by | for recistrat No voters were registered dur- | white republic ins, Colored nen were easily persuaded to giv: 
those teen day | support. Phe result was that no republican parish ticket 
\ 1 rotest tl he was unable to remain in the | inated. This gave the democratic ticket, parish, State, and 1 
sh longer of the insecurity of his life; that an at astrong senad-otl eariy in the canvass The testimony 
SI t » 1 ! lifts lle returned ore the election, | closes the fact that there are quife a mw ber of colore 
tin enew rr ration, but in time to int election of- | this parish who have always been der rats. In the pa 
~ Ile apy ted for each poll ‘ nD twor licans have been frequent and serious disseusions among the re 
e dem rat ot he i served | and the colored republicans have been very frequently vi y 
}) i ws that itw and is the better oy on of those who | mixed ticket. It appears from the concurrent testiiony of 
en ited 11 alleged tempt to take his life, that he did the | of both colors and both parties that there has been a 
ny himself. Capta Benjamin H. Rogers, of the United States | and loud complaint among the colored people about oflicia 
\ , Colonel kt k Powers, and J. ?. Monyhan, the two former re tion generally, but more especially about high taxes and nu 
wis and the itter a democrat and sheriff of the parish, gave | priation of the schoo] funds. These had become and are 
ect a careful estigation. Captain Rogers swears that he | ing evils that every witness, colored and white, tells the sa 
er ¢ ad f himself whether Anderson was shot at or } and tells it with such look and emphasis as to leave no d 
i had been any other man than Anderson he might his feelings are intense on these subjec ts. 
© ber on hi »padoubt; b saves, * Lecould not believe | The democrats weré not slow tod scover the situation, nd tl 
ler oath, it \ ipe, or form lie further says,“ I doubted | to work with a determination to win. This can be well u 
he was shot at fort reason, that he is such a trickster that I | when we consider what white and colored had already endure 
not plac ( ence in him in any shape or manner. I | radical misrule. Places were appointed for public speaking in« 
cheisama ho would be liable to shoot at his own coat in or- | neighborhood, Democratic-conservative clubs were formed in ey 
der to e | ipitaloutof it Says that Colonel Powers ex- | ward, and the original colored democrats were among the 
sseal t] was a“ put-up job” by Anderson himself, and | tive. They were posted and put forward. They, in fact, cor 
it that was his [ Rogers’s] impression at the time. Captain Rogers | the advance—organizing clubs and making speeches at tli 
her testified as follows: “I never did think the democratic party | meetings andelsewhere. They devoted their time almost ex 
danytl to do with it.” He says there was some testimony be- | towork. Old-fashioned barbecues were gotten up, addressed by sp 
re the parish judge that looked like a certain man of Anderson’s own | ers of both races. The colored people, men, women, and cl 
irty might have done it. The man here referred to is one P.Charles | turned out in large number, and everything was done to make t! 
| outlaw, and the dread for years past of the parish, especially | occasions as attractive as possible. At the close of the canvass th 
f the colored people. Mo in expresses the belief that Anderson | were democratic-conservative clubs in every ward, the colored me 
the sho vy himself. It was proven before the Morrison New | bership numbering in the aggregate eight hundred and sixty 
Onrk subcommittee that Anderson had at one time said that he | The republicans seemed to have lost all hope early in the canvass. | 
| prove by incontestible evidence the existence on the part of the | may be that some colored men, upon going to the polls and finding 
iblican party of a conspiracy to throw out the parishes of East | republican tickets, fell in with the current, thus swelling the d 
Baton Rouge, West and East Feliciana, Ouachita, Morehouse, and | cratic vote, who would have voted the republican ticket if thei 
( t; and he offered to place in the possession of the democrats for | ers had provided one. 
um of $4,000 information that wonld expose the conspiracy and It was proven that Anderson adinitted upon several occ isions t] 
« to the democrats their major in East Feliciana. His offer was | the election was fair, and he congratulated democrats upon the 


tory. 

The nomination of General Nicholls for governor was favoral 
looked upon and received by the colored people as well as the w 
| The speech made by him when nominated was well spoken of 

largely confided in by colored voters. He promised that if ¢ 
taxation should be and would be reduced; that the school 
| should be expended alone for school purposes; that every n 
obeyed the law should be protected by the law; and that all \ 
tions of law should be punished by law, and not otherwise. 

The colored people had always known that the intelligent w 
men of the parish were the best qualified to fill the offices and t! 
also knew that the same class could but be interested in a wise 
ministration of parochial and State affairs. 

General Nicholls was in the parish early. There was great « 
ness on the part of the colored people to he: 
mingled with them freely, kindly greeting all, and giving 
attention in cases where it would do the most Ile 
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see and ce i 
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large meeting af Clinton. The colored people turned out a st 
They crowded around aud upon the stand, paying t! 
ion. They believed him to be a sincere, honest 





lt 





.of them then and there made up their minds to vote for 
ce resolved upon, the support of Tilden a I 
I 
ivass was conducted in the most orderly manner 
s connection we wish to call attention to the testimony of 
W. Mann, a most estimable gentleman, and recognized é 
west citizens in this parish. Mr. Mann is a large planter near 
Hudson. He isa Massachusetts man and a republicar See 
y of subcommittee, page 301 
‘ were no whippings at apy time in this pa lh on account 
and during the canvass there were but two of which we 





hearof any kind; one the case of Ezekiel Glover, who has said 
is not on account of politic s, and the other Ananias Richard 
yentered the store-house of Rey. John A. Reiley, and, wit] 

mission, helped himself to meat out of the pork-barrel] A] 
having property, without regard to pat were. if see 
pon alike. 





Marston testified as follows 
n Reiley told me that he had lost mest of | pot Ls74 La 
rop of 1875, by negroes stealing it, and that é t 
f 1X76 Phat is the cunversation IL bad with Mr. Rh i 
y wuch in favor of the regulators 
John A. Reilly was chairman of one of these lynehing 
ona, and assisted in organizing it. men were regulate 


it of the parish for stealing. Jos. A. Norwood tells of one 
son thus driven olf, because he had stolen hogs from a colores 
dot one Brown compelled to leave the parish 1 ti 
account of stealing cattle from a colored man. 
i specimen of the utter recklessness with which aftidavit ‘ 
ived to order for use before the returning board, we 
on to that of James Law, colored. In his affidavit 
rd of many instances of colored men in said 
t tur attending republican meetin 
en examined before the subcommittee he said he did not | 
t one republican meeting being held in the parish, and hae 


if but one case where blows were struck, and of no case ere 





red man was shot for attending republican meetings 
shot a colored man a few years since at Port Hudson, in a 
ilecampaign. Law was a bolter at that time from the regula 
in organization. 
S. Sparkman, (white,) before the returning board, said that in the 
er of 1875.an armed body of men called him out of his house 
him they had heard that he was a radical, and that he must 
e the parish within ten days; that,in the fall of 1875, the same 
e to bis house and took therefrom “his three yor y chil 
i. colored woman, whom afiiant was living with,” and noti 
that he must take them out of th Q 
er-in-law of Sparkman and others, 
ery with a colored woman and bad 
lren by her, as he admits. It was determined to 
shameless conduet. His brother-in-law swears that he was one 
party who visited him; that he was not touched, but was very 
y informed that he must mend his waysin this regard; and 
f he did not he must leave the parish. It was proven that 
in had always been a democrat, and that his aflidavi 
eturning board was the first intimation received by anybody that 
ul changed his political creed. 
Charles Butler (white), savs before returning board that he is a 
in, and that no republican ticket was put up or voted for 
iuse of terror and intimidation. This is the same Butler already 
tioned, It was proven that he had shot some twenty-three men, 
g several of them; has shot at and wounded two men within 
st six months. About two years ago, ata convention of hisown 
, hot being satisfied with the proceedings, he commenced firing 
he assembly, and before he finished he had lodged bullets in 
t colored men. 
ired’ W. Harrell (white) says he was cursed for being a damned nig 








‘er-loving radical by men who came to his house armed with shot- 
sand threatened to bang him. Says, also, that they stripped his | 


aunt woman and whipped her almost to death. The proof is that 
vas and had been for a long time living in open and notorious 
illery with this colored servant-woman. It had become the stand 
land stereotyped scandal of the community, and his own wife had 
t word to some young men of the neighborhood that she wanted 
intimacy broken up. They did not need a second invitation. 
ell had always been a democrat, and nothing to the contrary 
s ever heard until his affidavit was filed before the returning board. 
the last man killed by Butler was George Hicks, a democrat, killed 
the Isth of July, 1876, during the canvass. 
ile was in jail at Clinton when this subcommittee left there, having 
arrested on account ot his threat to kill some one. He says he 
a republican, and desired at the last election to be a candidate for 
rill, but did not run because he was told he would never be aa 
) ved to hold the office if elected.” 
the name of Thomas H. Jenks figures more prominently before the 
urning board as a witness against the white people of this parish 
tt of any other person. He says that Jerry Norman, colored 
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| States Army, a republican, stationed in tl 
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parish, gives it as his best judgment thaf about two-thirdso the col 
ored vote, if uninfluenced by others, would be cast for the republican 


party. he registered democratic vote is placed in Sherman’s report 
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te would ma Li votes, which is within 23 votes of the number | serving the peace. I have | ; conduct has be 
t for the d ‘ ctors be seen, therefore. that the | ' mark left mn the dust yrvernent of a ike I say again that 
. . . honest, and dishonesty is im by cted of me. 
ocrat ‘ tt any larger than it would be entitled to on a 
vot it be denied, for in addition to the 736 votes | In a letter to General Grant about the removal of Wells. ¢, 
; 1e 1, i 
tf t! candidates, there were 443 democratic votes | Sheridan said: 
i i ‘ i ! ! persons o had failed to reg ster. But i ur ssex ° y ; 1 
e votes are t included in the 1,736. If the republican party | fa al chica l = 
| ted the election to go by default, they « innot justly complain. ul al oF ! li ( \ 
Mr. Speaker, I have sl that in these three parishes alone Mr. | ™ 
Tilden, by the action of the returning board and its ratification by a If anything can be wanting to demonstrate beyond the s] 





rity of the electoral commission, has been robbed of a valid ma- | doubt that the returning board has been guilty of the most 









of 2,319, which is within 618 votes of the majority given by the | and wanton misconduct and fraud, it will be supplied by 


ind and commission to Mr. Hayes in the State. 









ing facts: 

























































I nvestigations by the other subcommittees show that a majority | Ihe members of the returning board have sworn that they 
of m ess than 4,820 in favor of Mr. Tilden was taken from him with- | know the result of the election for electors, as shown upon the 
right and in gross disregard and violation of law in the otber par- | of the returns made to them, nor how the canvass and comp) 
es In Which votes were thrown out, made by them would affect the result until their work was conclud 
y A i AR BWINDLE And yet, three days prior to the completion of their false al l fra 
; | alent compilation, United States Marshal Pitkin telegraphed as { 
hy the se g-machine circular swindle at least twenty-five hun- | jows to Senator WEST: 
dred democratic voters in the city of New Orleans were distranchised. NEW ORLEANS, December 
The New Orleans subcommittee make the following statement upon | Hon. J. R. West, Washington, D. O 
1 ibject | Democratic boast entire fallacy Have northern friends on way North A . 
so as ‘ sad ae : } : 3, | telegram of this morning; also, have Senate anticipate Louse on se 
‘ t< “ t . Wh AS the Sewing-machine enn to it esticate outrages Have ecn Wells. who says Board 
« f w we fully given in the evidence, and which | 77 : : 7 Se a P r = : er 
1 p t ds of « ens of New Orleans of their votes at BCS, OW — IRGI 
A hit isand of these sewing-machine circulars were . se -< 
sil -« I torevistered white voters who were supposed to be democrats . . = 
i places of registration, the carriers being netructed if th persons Pitkin swears that he obtained th s information from Wells. 
‘ ssed were not found at the places designated, which they | Phe republican party is not only unwilling to see colored n 
inquiry, that they should be returned. These circulars | the democratic ticket, but by its conduct asserts that if the co 
nds of two metropolita oe ‘ The who purported ee voter is so unmindful of his obligation to that party as to y 
of t! person registered, 1 INnguiries were either . 4 ’ 
re a ent the delivery of te latti ra The police democratic ticket his ballot shall not be counted, 2 
ule nat igainst all those they did not find before United States In the Sherman report it is asserted that if the “ blacks” we 
warrants ¥ od against about eleven thousand persons for false | free to vote without violence or intimidation they would Ix 
ea SPO DORRERER " BOE SENN. | Ate See eTEEES | eneuimously republican. This statement assumes as true the 
tance of a republican official, on the Saturday 
» sors of registration were called into the question in controversy. ; 
cceeding Sabbath some thousands Mr. Speaker, I know, and the colored men of Louisiana an 
f registered voters a States North and South know, that the republican party has tre 
: ns against whom the false « 8 ) 1 
aF tea rchunwaie is ae the color of a certain class of American citizens as a mark bearing 
it . e wartion « naine ct the canon att testimony that those persons belonged to the republican part 
I rt ed cases he y found tive which he | withstanding the fact they had been liberated from slavery, 
! € i ! : er rund d of Why mav not colored men vote the democratic ticket in Louis 
es com I \ si ‘ { ! \ sin the t ° . : 
i. ‘ . t Seen eras te ; N as well as in all the other Southern States? Has not the induce: 
‘ x i ~ | el } it roe ore 5 : 
ing a I “ et d over to the supervisors, in to so vote been stronger there than in any of the other Southern Stat 
ut the na m tl sts egistration. By thiscon- | because of the accursed State government by which all classes 
rlar f de aorrat ries cot mates at not eas tl 2 500, amoung colors have been oppressed and robbed ? 
rT 1 who were born and had resided there all their lives on the spot fro: } , 
ean Pt See pe primera er iyter pase noha /' “| It is well known that thousands of colored men of their own f 
; ; will voted the democratie ticket in Arkansas, Alabama, Tenn 
It is a fact of significance that the minority report signed hy the Mississippi, Georgia, and South Carolina. In no other way « 
by! I I ibers o ] 0 ! mn AT ex ‘ Nig! :. . . 5 
can men ; - the Louisiana committee makes no allusion large democratic vote in those States be accounted for. No ma 
hie frat ‘the ne ad ; 
— + clietr Dennagplion at eee tanding its notoriety : average political information will deny this. 
Mr. Speaker, upon the face of the proceedings of the returning Mr. Speaker, it was no new thing for colored men in the Sout! 
| 1 l | i ] Its ‘ o \ ~ ‘ 4 in ] | 7 ry’ 
rd it is clear that its action wa B uduent he refusal to fill | yote the democratic ticket at the late election. Two years ag 
eae eg eee Sea > ought to and | more localities than one in the South, colored men marched in det 
] } nee ones lie yar sap] ( ) t \ ° > as e . 
: CONN e | t me a at wrong W r ee b apon a WS | cratic processions of their own organizing, bearing in their hands 
S Se j —_ he ahonk -. fth wa Dacaae : . . ’ 
tendt : that there should be a fitth member who would be | democratic banners and democratic ballots. We heard upon thet 
present at their secret meetings and would expose unlawful con- | of this House at the last session a telegram read which had 





: a - . been received by a southern democratic member from a colored « 
fhe testimony of Picket, Maddox, Kenedy, Kenner, and others | gtituent, urging him to attend a colored democratic barbecue to 
before the committee on the privileges, powers, and duties of the held soon thereafter. 
House in counting the electoral vote establish the fact that the Sir, the time is coming, and is not very distant, when the colored 
ens board through its president, Wells, was ready up to the vote all over the country will be divided about equally between t 
ist moment before the final finding to count the State for Mr. Til- | qominant parties. Whenthat time arrives a riot at Hamburgh or at 
den for a moneyed consideration : Vicksburgh will not be talked of in Congress or before the count 
After the eflort which has been made in what is known to the for political effect. There is no good reason why there should in t 
country as the “Sherman report,” to whitewash the character of | fyture be any ill-feelling or estrangement hetween the people of t 
he returning board, it may be of interest as well as instructive to | North and South. We have some men in the North who will not | 
hear what General Phil. Sheridan has to say about Wells. In an of- | Jjave that the war is over, and never will; so we had just as well let 
ticial report he says: them go on with their war of words. 
Wells's conduct as governor has been notoriously corrupt. He had illegally ap- It was General Scott, I believe, who said that when our civil wat 
eT = es a in ee oP om should be over, and the opposing combatants had laid aside their 
ppl overt owed ‘al a arent a eshean Kira dl ‘ "to aren he 7 on oe aa arms and were ready to live together in peace in a restored Union 
priation of $4,000,000 made by the Legislature for repairs of the levees, and | would require all the good sense and patriotism of the country 
Wells wanted to finger come of this money | keep the non-combatants from tearing each others’ eyes out. _ 
| Mr. Speaker, thank God the hated and hellish battle-cry of sec 
tional hate, so long sounded in the ears of the people by ambitious 
and wicked demagogues, will not longer be listened to with patien 
by decent men of any party or color. 






spiracy and corrupt action 






































In a letter to Secretary Stanton of date June 3, 1367, explaining 
his action in removing Wells, General Sheridan said : 










After the adjournment of the Legislature the governor of the State appointed 
id of his own in violation of this act, and made the acknowledgment in person 










’ 
that his object was to disburse the money in the interest of his own party by se- And, sir, notwithstanding the bitter disappointment which recent 
curing for it the vote of the employés at the time of the election. The board con- | events have brought to the democratic party I do not believe it w 
| 





ned in ottice, but the Legislature refused to turn over to the governor's board, 


Leach side appealed to me to sustain it, which 1 would not do. The question 2 : : > . : : es 
1 t then have gone to the courts, which, according to the governor's judgment | @NY act tending or looking toward its dissolution or IMpairmens, 


en he was appealing to me to be sustained, would require one year for decision. | For one, sir, I look, with a confidence scarcely less assuring that 
Meantime the State was overflowed. ‘The levee boards were tied up by political | realization of the fact, to such an uprising of the people four yea! 


chieanery, and nothing was done to relieve the poor people, now fed by the charity : . ; ikl , a a , ril 
Government and charitable associations of the North. 1 say now, unequivo- hence in retribution and condemnation of the great wrong and cril 


cally, that Governor Wells is a political trickster and adishonest man. 1 have seen i 





lose faith in our democratic system of government, nor be guilty o! 
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just accomplished as will forever attest the fact that the America 
myself, when I first came to this command, turn out all of the Union men who | people not only have unabated confidence in the patriotism 01 

; cS here IP Semgsates and put “ee stead — a a democratic party, but intend that the future administration of 

Mi NOL yes Cropped their gray uniform lave seen Him again, during the July | Government shall be intrusted to those only who are the choice of U 


of Is66, skulk away where I could not find him to give him a guard, instead of 
ug out as a manly representative of the State and joining those who were pre- | ple a8 expressed at the ballot-box. 
















The Electoral Count. 


SPEECH OF TION. W. A. J. SPARKS, 
OF ILLINOIS 


IN THE IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


dé, 


January 29, 18 


On the bill to provide for counting the electoral vot: 
Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Speaker, the pending report of the joint com 
ttee of the two Houses, with the accompanying bill now under 
sideration, has to some extent deranged the order of discussion 
tee of the House on the privileges, powers, and duties of the House of 
Representatives in counting the votes for President and Vice-Presi 
dent of the United States. But I hope the patience of the House 
vill not exhausted while, directing my remarks to the bill now 
ef us and under this changed aspect of the case, I brietly express 
the views entertained by me on the subjects involved in this discus 


be 
ore 


fhe proposition that the President of the Senate by the terms of 
the Constitution, or by any fair implication derived from that instru 
ut, is clothed with the power to count, adjudge, and determine the 
toral vote, or to pass upon the certificates purporting to contain 
hat vote, with the varied and momentous questions that necessarily 
se therefrom, (except to open said certificates in the presence of 
« two Houses, as expressly provided in the Constitution,) seems to 
so utterly fallacious and absurd that it would under ordinary 
mstances hardly call for serious consideration. 

a respectable number of the eminent leaders of a strong and 
y dominant political party, have assumed this attitude; and ther 
fore acting under my convictions it becomes a duty not only publicly 
»record my dissent from this position but in as foreible words as I 

iy be able to command give the reasons upon which that dissent is 


nded, 





{ 
hou 


The proposition as it strikes me, sir, is not only wrong as a mere 
juestion of constitutional construction, but is opposed to and at war 
with the spirit of republican institutions. 

Che fundamental principle that underlies our institutions is, that 
people have and of right ought to exercise the sovereign power 
Any effort then to repose undue authority in the hands of one indi 
lnalis a substantial and dangerous departure from that general 
rule. Ido not hesitate to say that the man believing in and revereing 


the 


free institutions does not exist who, with the lights we now have 
hefore us, were he engaged in framing aconstitution for our future goy 


ernment, would for one moment tolerate the proposition of reposing 

ny oné man the power claimed by these gentlemen now to exist 
nthe President of the Senate, for the reason that it in 
tion to all of our theories of republican government in this, that it de 
prives the people and their Representatives of all authority in deter 
mining the most vital question as to the result of that people’s own 
wtion and reposes absolute power in the hands of a single man who 
s irresponsible to them for its legitimate and proper exercise. 

rhe fallacy and monstrous wrong of the proposition will be more 
apparent when we consider that in certain contingencies which may 
irise under the Constitution, any ambitious, bad man being the Presi- 
dent of the Senate and a candidate for the Presidency would, with- 
out regard to justice or popular liberty, have the the power, in deter 
luining a case in which he was a most deeply interested party, by his 
own act, to elect and clothe himself with the chief executive author 
ty of the Republic. Such contingencies have already six times o« 

irred during the eighty-eight years of our national existence under 
the Constitution, 

I belong to that order of men, Mr. Speaker, who believe in the ea 
pacity of mankind to govern themselves; who believe that all the 
triumphs of civilization, and the conquests of democratic principles 

the past have been solely attributable to the wisdom and aggregate 
wtion of the people! History it appears to me has been studied with 
little purpose if the student fails to understand that every great era 
of the world’s history representing advancing civilization and advance 
ug freedom (for they have ever gone hand in hand) was the result 
of the strnggling masses against the despotic few. 

herefore the assertion that one man in this democratic conntry 

nd under our republican form of government should have the powe1 
reposed in him of determining by his own arbitrary, unappealable, 
ind unrepealable act the final result of the sovereign will cf the peo- 
ple when exercising their highest functions of sovereign authority, 
the election of their Chief Magistrate, is not only untenable, but, in 
iy judgment, absolutely absurd. And when, as I have before inti- 
mated, that man may under the Constitution be a candidate for the 
Pre sidency himself, and therefore a deeply interested party as to the 
determination and result of the election, it stamps such a proposition 
4s monstrous and utterly indefensible. 
: Let me state a situation not impossible. Suppose an election has 
een held as now; that the political views of the President of the Sen- 
até Were unknown; that his lips had been sealed, and that none of 
is in either branch of Congress knew his leanings. Suppose a tie 
inthe Senate and total inability to elect a new presiding officer, 
and let it be understood that each of the contending parties honestly 


is opposi 
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' expression In unin 
takable denunciations of a solution of their difficulty by a resort to 
expedic nt so nearly allied to de Spotl rule and so dai rerous to tl 

| theories of popular liberty ? 
The foregoing views, Mr spen I ire, 1t seems to me, ¢ ly 1 
tained by the spirit if not by the letter of the Constitution, for I 
claim, sir, that in the execution of all powers not defined by 


| its spirit that those nearest f 


} treated by all parties with derision and contempt, and tl 
hat I had proposed on the resolutions reported by the seleet comnnit- | 































































believe that their candidate was d elected, is there a ma 
earth believes that one of us in either House wonid for an ins ¥ 
think of reposing the power of determining the count and th f 
mentous and grave issues connected with d surrounding it 
final determination and arbitrament of that single man? 
Or, further to elaborate this idea, suppose all the people were a 
sembled, nearly or quite equally divided into two parties, ar ad en 
party firmly believing that their candidate was elected, and one man 
whose views were unknown, was | sident of the Senate, and 
should be submitted to them whether or not the grave question of d 
termining the serious and weighty terests Invoived should be left 
solely to him, do we not all feel that such a proposition would by 





it the natu 
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promptings of popular sovereignty would tind 












































he people, their representatives, should 
when necessity exists be the authors of the« 


























YECuLion OF These 
lined powers necessary to vernime 1 
The tenth amendment of the Constitution declare i 
The powers not delegated tothe United States t ( t 
by it to the States, are served to the State vt peo} 








Now, while the power reserved in this article as applicable to 




















present situation strictly construed, may make a further amend 
to the Constitution the only expedient for the « k pression of | 
ular will, yet the spirit of this amendment is in conformity to t 














views heretofore expressed by me, and clearly opposed tothe as 

















tion of authority by the gentlemen who entertain the view that 
President of the Senate should count the electoral vote 

The necessity for the tenth amendment proceeded from the 
that reactionary and centralizing theories of government were at 





time of its adoption advocated 





by the Federal party, and our father 

























































































of democratic faith, appre nsive of dangerous encroachments 
popular liberty, insistes nd secured its incorporation into t 
Constitution. 
Phe provisions of the Constitution under which t owes 
Claimed are in the twell unendment, so often quote 
the following words 
rl [the le 
al fall p I ] 1 
wl l t sha ‘ : ‘ 
1 teott I tel S ¢ I i I 
‘ na ill s t ] 
pen all the ce ( i t 
he first clause, it is admitted simply makea the President of 
Senate the custodian of tl returns until tl time { the i} 
Now, the power ol ithorit ferred upon him hb he seconde 
must necessarily be o only ir for the above provisior 
tain the only mention or allusio ithe Constitution or amen 
to the President of the Senat th respect to the electoral vot 
Does it mean that he shall count the vote? If this be so, to use 
































































































































familiar expression, “ Why in the name of common sense don’t it sa 
so?” It would take less words to do it, and it is a faet wort! 
mention that the patriotie and e1 ent men who fr ed the Const 
tution, from which thisclanse he amendment is copied, were spat 
of words. 

If they had intended that the President of the Senate shonld n 
only open the certificates but also count the votes, they could | 
expressly conferred upo him that power! by the seo tive 
while they in fact used seven to raise an imap lic tition of power | 
to do it as contended for by these gentlemer 

Let us analyze it. Suppose it said “the President of the S 
shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Represe i 
open all the certificates and then yuent the rot J 
tainly confer the express power upon him by the use of the last t 
words. But the languag 

Lhe President of the Senate shall in the presence 
Representatives, open all the certiticates, and the } f ted 

Using seven words in the conclusio ind clear relic o it ft 
any express authority in him to count; and, as it see to me.1 
ing no implication of such authority, for it has bee ur ' 
asserted by eminent authority that implied powe \ t} ‘ 
which are necessary to the execution of those « re vy « { 
and there being none thus conferred by this clause of the Co 
tion there can be no implied powers d ble from it to susta 
theory of the power ll the President of the S« it to « int, a 
sisted upon by the defenders of that theory. 

But it must also be borne in mind, that it is not only the power 
merically to count that is asserted to be in him; but necessar t 
power judicially to determine the legality of the electoral vot 
the case of frandulent 1, or do e returns and this j 
cie] determination that attaches to the subject the \ ind ' 
responsibility that I have argued so danverous to be intrusted t 
the caprice of one irresponsible oflicial so repug i othe genius © 
our institutions, and ha if no Warrant or author e Con t 





tion 
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But the votes are to be counted: and if not by the President of the 





m™ ite, by wl ind how ? 

There is no express authority int premises deleg dor¢ en 
upon al body. It is therefore, in my judgment, a power ele 
served to the people, as expressed in the tenth amendment to ae 
( t tion; and that being so, it can hardly be Aoabeed. takin 
that amends it in connection with the last-quoted clause of the 


irticle of the amendments, that the only proper tribunal for 
determination of the question and settling the pl in for itssolu 
tion must rest with the representatives of the people in the two 
Hlouses of Congress, for, to execute this necessary power, not ex 
pressed, and therefore reserved, must devolve legitimately upon them 
or the Government is a failure. 

Phe power to determine the questior n regard to disputed elect 
oral votes cannot in the nature of things rest with the States, for the 
Constitution provide 3 that the certificates shall be opened by the 
President of the Senate in the presence of the two Honses of Con- 
rress and that the votes shall then be counted. The States, having 
parted with them, cannot count or share in the counting. That duty 
therefore must devolve upon the pec ple, and is to be executed by their 
representatives in both Houses of the National Legislature in accord 
ince with the spirit of the Constitution, and necessarily in such mode 





or manner as will most orderly and etliciently accomplish that object 

And by a fair interpretation of these constitutional provisions, a 
it seems to me, the end to be attained can only be ly the concurrent 
ition of the two Houses aflirmatively directed to ifs accomplish 
ment. Forif the power to determine this question is, as I assume, 


reserved to the people, the legitimate expression of that power 1s 
beyond question, in their representatives in both Houses of Con 
yress, and requires not only their aflirmative but concurrent action 
by legislative enactment, joint rule, or some similar mode. And in 
the absence of these the counting of any electoral vote objected to 
by « mips! oe is, under any contingency, an impossibility. 

Now, , Lhave presented the vie ws that occur to me in oppos tion 
to the atl nded power in the President of the Senate to count th 
electoral vote: 

First. By reasons against it deducible from the nature and theory 
of our form of government 5 

Second. By arguments based upon the language of the clauses of 
the Constitution relating to that subject; and, 

Third. Have insisted that the power not be ing dele gated is reserved 

» the people, and by them is to be executed through their Represent 

tives in Congress; aud I have expressed the manner through which 
this to be done, And now, as a last proposition, I shall insist that 
these views of the question are in harmony with those of the eminent 
men of the country and are sustained by acts and precedents estab 

shed from the beginning of preside utial counts to the present. 

Lhe tirst preside nitial count under a fully organized system was in 
1793, in which the two Houses appointed a joint “committee to ascer- 
tain and report a mode of examining the votes for President and 
Vice-President,” &e. The committee reported, fixing the time, place 
of meeting, and manner of counting the votes by three tellers, one 
on the part of the Senate and two on the part of the House, appointed 
by the Ilouses respectively. And these tellers, members of and as 
vents of the two Houses, received the lists when opened, “ examined 
them,” and from them, under the direction of the Houses, made up the 
tate of the vote, which done, the Vice-President, from the statement 


| 
| 
| 


thus made and handed to him by the tellers, “announced the vote,” Ke. | 


same kind of proceedings were had with respect to the count 
and L801, most clearly showing the exercise of authority over 
the counts to have been in the two Houses. In neither of these cases 
was there any conflict nor occasion for anything beyond the formal 
counting of the votes; but they show that that was recognized as 
the proper prerogative of the two Houses and executed as such, and 
it isa notable fact that immediately following the count of L201, on 
account of the Jefferson-Burr imbroglio, it was found necessary to 
imend the Constitution, under which amendment all counts sinee 
then have been made; and it will be found that this clause of the 
twelfth amendment, under which this claim of the President of the 
Senate’s power to count is derived, was literally copied froin the origi- 
il clause of the Constitution. Now, what are we to learn by this? 
Our fathers had most clearly for over twelve years acted upon the 
issumption that the power to count was not in the President of the 
Senate, but in the Houses, and so clear and well understood was it that 
vhen they amended the Constitution this clause was simpiy copied 
vithout alteration, 

On examination it will be found that every count of a presidential 
vote from that time (1793) up to 1565 has been conducted in the same 
manner, the two Houses on every occasion appointing “ joint com 
mittees to ascertain and report a mode of examining the votes for Pres 
ident and Vice-President,” &c., committees reporting “time, place, 
amd mode of counting,” and the Houses appointing tellers to do it 
under their direction, &e. 

During this time there were very few conflicts; indeed, none of a 
serious character. The first was on the first election of Mr. Monroe, in 





1817, and occurred in regard to counting the vote of the new State of 


Indiana, with respect to which a doubt existed as to whether or not 
it was a State in the Union, duly admitted under the Constitution 
and laws. From the procedings that took place on that occasion it 
will be clearly seen that the President of the Senate did not assume 


re rarer 


to determine the question of doubt with eeepens to the « 
exercise any authority in the premises, further than to oper 
tificates and after the count to announce the state of the 


that the Houses did assume that authority, and did consider t} 


tions involved, and determined them to their own satisfact 
| that of the country. 
The next was on the second election of Mr. Monroe, in 12° 


The question of the 


by the members of 


| curred in regard to counting the vote of the new State of M 
| which was in most respects identical with that of India: 


L JLIS 


i 
almissibility of its vote was quite fully dis 


both Houses, and by them determined in fay 


counting the votes alternatively, namely: The total number of y 
cast was declared to be “ 232, including the vote of Missouri, of y 


117 make a majorit 


115 make am ‘jority, 


President and Dan 


i 


been determined by 


1 
‘ 


ident of the Senate 


ing any part in the discussion or determination of the quest 
being utterly ignored by the Houses as a party to be consul 


y, or, excluc ling the vote of Missouri, 229 


,Ory 
but in either event James Monroe was « 
el D. Tompkins Vice-President ;” which, } 


the two Houses through their tellers 


liscussion of the matter by the members,was announced by t} 


as the state of the vote, but he in no's 


matter, they assuming all and he none of the authority in the ‘pret 
the election of Mr. Van Buren, in 1237, in a 


The next was on 


to counting the vote 


of the State of Michigan, which wa 


that of Missouri and treated in all respects the same as thats 
} was in 1-21, the votes thereof by direction and determination 


Hlouses being counte: 


Lin the alternative, as it produced no pra 


etiect upon the result of the election. 


The next was on the election of Mr. Buchanan, in 1857, and 


over the count of the vote of the State of Wisconsin, the elect 
which had met and cast the electoral vote of that State on the 
succeeding that prescribed by law, being prevented from meet 

the right day on account of a violent snow-storm which prevail 


that State, so that the electors did not reach the capitol in time to: 


the vote on the day prescribed but performed that duty on the f 
lowing day. Overthisalong and very interesting discussion occur 
conducted by the able and eminent statesmen who then composed 


two Houses of Congress, and which will repay the reader a 
perusal. It allended in the vote of the State being counted, | 


iwccording to their determination and direction, the President of 
Senate explicitly disclaiming any authority or control over it 
The count of 1861, when Mr. Lincoln was tirst elected, was 1 


upon the threshold of a mighty revolution, when the Senate was p 
Breckinridge, himself a candidate for the Pr 


sided over by Mr. 


deney and ardently sympathizing with those who were then ir 

Had he and his compeers conceived the idea t 
he was clothed with this vast power, with the great inducement 
its exercise in his own interest and for the interest of thos 
whom he was in afiiliation, what might be not have done to e1 
the Union and advance the confederate cause? That he, with 
inducements, refused to claim or exercise the power now claimed 


urating rebellion, 


these gentlemen to exist in the President of the Senate argues 1 


only how indefensible the claim was then considered, but does gi 
honor to the memory of a great man. 

And now, sir, we come to the electoral count of 1865. It wil 
observed that from the organization of the Government up to t 
period the two Houses have on each and every occasion by joint r 
established the mode and manner of counting the vote under 


Constitution. But to obviate the necessity of a specific joint rule t 
each occasion they now adopt a general rule for their future guida 


known as the twenty-second joint rule, and is as follows: 
The two Honses shall assemble in the Hall of the Honse of Represertat 


the hour of one o'clock 
ing the meeting of th 


p. m. on the second Wednesday in February next s 
electors of President and Vice-President of the | 


States, and the President of the Senate shall be their presiding officer, Or 
shall be appointed on the part of the Senate and two on the part of the H 
Representatives, to whom shall be handed, as they are ope ned by the Presid 


the Senate, the certiticat 


es of the electoral votes; and said tellers, having 1 


same in the presence and hearing of the two Houses thus assembled, shal 
list of the votes as they shall appear from the said certificates. And t 


having been counted tl 


result of the same shall be delivered to the Pre 


the Senate, who shall thereupon announce the state of the vote and the na 
the persons, if any, elected, which announcement shall be deemed a sutt 


laration of the persons elected President and Vice-President of the Unit 


Sy 


and together with a list of the votes be entered on the Journals of the two “th 
If upon the reading of any such certificate by the tellers any questi 
arise in regard to counting the votes therein certitied, the same having been 


by the pre siding oftice 


the Senate shall thereupon withdraw, and said q 


shall be submitted to that body for its decision; and the Speaker of the Ho 
Representatives shall in like manner submit said question to the Honse of | 
sentatives for its decision, And no question shall be decided aftirmatively 
vote objected to shall be counted except by the concurrent votes of the two II 
which being obtained, the two Houses shall immediately re-assemble, and t 
siding ofticer shall then announce the decision of the question submitted. A 


any such question ther 


e shall be no debate in either House. And any other q 


pertinent to the object tor which the two Houses are assemb led may be sub 
and determined in like manner. 

At such joint meeting of the two Houses seats shall be provided as foll ows 
the President of the Senate, the “Speaker's chair;”’ for the Speaker, a chat 


mediately upon his left ; 
of the aay ofticer ; 
cupied by the Senators ; 


form. 


Such joint meeting shall not be dissolved until the electoral votes are all 
and the result declared ; 


erent 


for the Senators, in the body of the Hall upon the 


for the Representatives, in the body of the Hall not 


j 


for the tellers, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk « 
House of Representatives, at the Clerk's desk; for the other oflicers of tl 
Houses, in front of the Clerk's desk and upon either side of the Speaker 


and no recess shall be taken unless a question 8 


I 














regard to counting any of such votes, in which caseit shall be competent 


liouse, acting separately, in the manner hereinbefore provided, to direct 
t bevond the next day at the hour of one o'clock p.m 


\ 


vow, this rule was established by the two Houses of Congress at a 
when they were composed almost exclusively of republican 
eps, there being scarcely enough democrats in either House to 


e called an opposition party, and it Was adopted by a unanimous | 


» and that vote given Mainly, so far as the Senate is concerned, 
identical Senators now repudiating it and insisting that the 
rtocount is In the President of the Senate. It was not adopted 
sa make-shift, a compromise, or a present expedient—for there was 
asion for any of these—but as a permanent rule jointly estab 
d by the two Houses to carry into effect the provisions of the 
Coustitution that authorized the count. They eertainly will not in 
that it was an expedient not warranted by the Constitution, nor 
rule outside of or beyond the Constitution. 
i triflers with their oaths of otlice. It purported to be the joint 
made by them, prescribing the mode and manner and for the 
ippose of giving orderly and efficient effect to the constitutional 
provisions in relation to counting the votes for President and Vice- 
President of the United States, and to obviate the necessity of 
if quadrennial rules, as lad been done prior to its establish 
uu for no other purpose, and as such was treated by them 
| received by the country at large. 
| der it the « lectoral votes of La65, 12°69, and IS73 were dete rmined 
ounted, and the Presidents and Vice-Presidents thus counted in 
e inangurated. It has done its work well 


lo do so would make 





for twelve years and 

is long been regarded as the faithful interpreter of the Con 

on with respect to electoral counts. And now, when the coun 

is convulsed with the calamity of a disputed eleetion, why could 

it continue as the peaceful guide to lead us out of this political 

derness and restore peace and contentment to the country? My 

on is—and I cannot doubt that it is the opinion of the honest 

asses of the country—that it is opposed now as arule because its pro 

s allord a solution of the present dispute not only in keeping 

th the votes of the people but in dislodging from power a party 

yhose leaders were its authors and but a short time ago its zealous 
advocates, 

Mr. Speaker, the pending bill does not as an 
commend itself to the approval of my judgment. 

lt seems to me a measure forced upon us by the complications 

wn into this contest by the unscrupulous leaders of a hitherto 
lominant party who are unwilling to submit to the honest verdict 
of the people at the ballot-box. 
[do not doubt and do not believe there is a doubt in the minds 
[the great majority of the people of the Union that the eminent 
ud distinguished gentlemen representing the democratic party in 

e recent election were honestly and fairly elected by a majority of 

electors appointed, (and it is admitted that they have a quartel 
famillion majority of the popular vote.) But the party now in 
power, reluctant to yield the trusts and lucrative oflices so long held 
by them, and presuming upon the further patience of a forbearing 
people whose contidence they have so often betrayed, have, through 
ihe instrumentality of villainous returning boards, composed of un 
scrupulous, characterless scoundrels, and through the manipulations 
of scheming politieal tricksters, to whom patriotism and fair dealing 
are unknown and with whom suceess achieved by fraud is coveted, 
all aided by the military arm of the Government and the countenance 
id support of those high in authority, so complicated the case that 
any honest men doubt the result and we find the country exposed 
to the dangers of a civil conflict. 

Under this state of the case this bill is presented. It will most prob 
ibly pass the two Houses, be approved, and become a law. If so we 
ire assured of a peaceful solution of the ditticulties surrounding us 
Paralyzed industries will be restered and the country move on in its 
pathways of peace and prosperity. And may we not also hope that 
the “electoral commissioners,” to whom the adjudication of disputed 
electoral votes is submitted under the provisions of the bill will have 
the strength to rise above the influences of partisan prejudices, and, 
controlled solely by patriotic impulses, discharge the high trusts de 

‘ved upon them with fidelity to the Constitution and laws, and in 
® Interests of the millions of their fellow-citizens. 


abstract proposition 


As | have before stated it will probably pass. The gentlemen enter 
taining political sentiments in harmony with my own will, with great 

hanunity as Tam advised, support it in both branches of Congress. 
If it is defeated therefore it will be done by the representatives of the 
Mpposite party, who were defeated at the polls by a popular majority 
ola quarter of a million of votes; and upon that party must rest the 
responsibility and fearful consequences. 

Sir, I know the people, and know that they want peace. In peace 
andl in the paths of peaceful pursuits lie their happiness and pros 
perity. And they know it, but they will not forfeit their manhood 
aud sacrifice their constitutional liberties for a peace imposed by the 
extortion from them of their dearest rights. 

rveat them with contempt; taunt them with the insinuation of a 
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| olinas, Virginia, and Pennsylvania were thus widel 





dé 


Commercial Relations with the Dominion of Canada and the Extension 
of Markets for our Productions. 


SPEECH OF TION. ELIJAH WARD. 


IN THE HousK OF REPRESENTATIVES, 





On th nt resolution (TH. R. No. 14) prov f r tment of ¢« 4 
Sioners to conter w hh Siu ar ¢ ub (rreal b ‘ ia 
certain on what basis at b 


United States and Canada can bel 


reyvotiited 


Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, to those who regard 


rard our commercial re 
lations with Canada comprehe: | 


ively and ina uation 





Li spirit, Without 
rs of merely loc il on Sper 
is suflicient for me to point out the respective geograp 
of the United States and the Dominion, and the extent of 
country. <A straight line drawn from the northern b 


Maine, near the headwaters of the Saint Jobn’s River, to Det: 


undue bias from minor matte ial intere 


would Pass entirely through Canadian territory. We are enal 
more clearly to estimate the extent of this line, which is small in « 
parison With our northern frontier, When we see, as we may on rete 


ence to any map of this continent, that if continued for the same 


length onward from Detroit into the | 


i ted States, it would reaechoa 
considerable distance southerly from the pla e Where the Arkansa 
River tlows into the Mississippi, and that if extended directly sou 
from Detroit it would reach nearly to Tallahassee or the Gulf 
Mexico, 


Regarded from another pom#d of view. it may be seen that the poral 
of the Canadian territory south of a line drawn from the norther 
boundaries of Maine and Minnesota would exceed in breadth the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, and would be equal | 
area not only to those States, but in addition to large portions of Ne 
braska, Missouri, Kentucky, Kansas, and Arkansas A country of thes¢ 
vast dimensions, and under alien commercial laws, exists between al 
the New England States, New York, Pennsylvanta, and Ohio, on one 
side, and Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and all the regi 


mi west o 
them on the other. Aneg 


ual area extended southerly would, with t 
exception of a few miles, separate by a broad barrier all our territe 
north and east of any point on the northern shore of the Gulf of Mes 
ico fromall those parts of the Union which are northwest of it Wh 
commercial advantages would not each State lose if Georgia, the Ca 
i iV separated ft 
Mississippi, Missouri, and all that part of the United S 
them, and deprived of full and free commercial inter 


tates Weal 


course with the 


| intervening region? The country thus separating these various States 


| regions, While unfettered transit through her territory a: 
With this view of it and this hope the bill shall have my support. | 





if commercially isolated as far as Canada now is, would not only ceas 
to be so vast a source of permanent ind honorable protit to the 
parts of the Union, but would itself, by its isolation, suffer in a greates 
proportion than the others. Such is the mutual injury continual 


inflicted on the people of both countries by the obstacles to the free 


exchange of the produets of industry in the United Statesand Canada 
Its bad effects would be more conspicuous than those of the imag 
ary condition LT have endeavored to describe if the benefits of untrat 
meled commercial intercourse had ever been e1 joved If to that pat 


of Canada which alone [ have brought under consideration we add 


the important maritime provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
and Manitoba and the immense territory of the northwest 





Interiol 


and on the Pacitic coast, the loss mutually sustained seen to be ye 
more vast and to be continually increasing 
NAT RAL INTERDEPENDENCE I rik Us Kt) STATES AN A 


Many considerations demonstrate the importance of the freest 


sible imports, exports, and transit between the United States ; 
Canada Not only does our warmer climate enable us to produc 


) 
manv articles not easily or protitably grown in Canada, yet necessat 
for the comfort of her people and for which she can give us valuabl 
exchanges needed in the daily life of our citizens and 
for the manufactures we export, but our rivers, railroads 
are the only direct means she has of communicating witl 


“wS materin 
and cana 


petually free navigation of the Saint Lawrence are conspicuous wat 
of the Western and Eastern States. The people of Canada, sprut 
from the same nations of western Europe as those whence 


our origin, lave all the characteristics of a commercial, enterprisit 


is mav have bee 
retarded by isolation from the remainder of the continent. and, favore 


and progressive nation, however its manifestatio 





by the resources of a new and broad territory, their products and ¢ 


| ports are of greater value than those of a population ot equal net 


decaying manhood ; spurn their sovereign authority expressed at the | 


ballot-box ; and my word for it they will resent the indignity and 
meet the grave issues thus thrust upon them with a terrible « 


ber but of any other race in the world Already, thongh with 
habitants numbering less than one-twent eth part of those of Ru 


Canada, yet a colons essioun of Great Britain, eccuples 





fourth if not the third rank among the nations of the world in tl 
magnitude of her commercial marine. In the general education « 
the people modern Canada ts unsurpassed, Separated as they are by 
the Atlantle and Pacific Oceans from the nations of the Old World 


| and enjoying the yet slightly developed advantages of their country 


sarnest | their rates of the wages of labor are on the whole not widely ditlerent 
ness, 1 





rom our own, From the greater part of the Canadian settlemeut 
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ndat an average cost not far if at all exceeding that of the wages of 
irtisan for a single day, a man may come to the United States 
here he can earn such wages us are paid here and enjoy the advan- 
tages of republican institutions. Inaddition to these considerations, 
Canada is on the whole a forest and farming country, ready not only 








to se ismany of the bulky articles we need for common use or for ex 
) il i but also to receive in return those manufactures of which 
the po y we have adopted we have a large surplus, and for 
ve have not yet found sutticient markets 
It has fo ed as a matter of course, from the relative positions of 
eo United States and Canada and the distance of both f1 mm europe | 
d Asia with their dense populations, t! it their commercial rela- 
two ha e engaged the attention of the most sawac ous statesmen and | 
I ints of our country from the beginning of its history to the 
present time; and the advocates of the most liberal and intimate sys- 
tem of exchanges with the Canadians have been contined to no party, 
mit have included in their number protectionists as well as free- 
traders. The advantages which, under asystem of just and fair re- 
ciprocity, our own citizens and the pret ple of the Dominion would mu- 
tually give and receive are at least, in proportion to their respective 
pupuiations, as valuable as those which any States or groups of States 
coufer upon each other by the u mi 1 freedom of trade between | 
them, and these benetits are amo or t he greatest derived from the 
Union and are the strongest bond for its preservation and perpetuity. | 
Lhe barriers to intercourse between our citizens and the Canadians 
ire holly artifi il, the results of human Jaw, and ean easily bey 


moved by mutual agreement and appropriate legislation 


1 PRADE WITH DA IS REGAR 


1) rthe last twelve months the chief commercial bodies through 
out the Northern States | ive passed resolutions earnestly in favor ol 
the motion now before this House for the appointment of commis 

rs by the United States and on the part of Canada, through 
Great Britain, to inquire and ascertain by mutual investigation and 


conference low tar it is practi able toextend our commerce with the 
Dominion, 

In the States upon our northern frontier the advantages of an ex 
tension of our trade with Canada are, with perhaps a few local ex 
ceptions, highly appreciated by all thinking commercial men. A 
nore compl te system of the exchange of the produ ts of labor le 
tween the two countries is warmly desired by the people of New 
England at large—a suiflicient proof that it would not injure our 


manufactures, but would inure to their benefit. The close contiguity 


of New England on her northern and eastern boundaries to Canada | 


ives her people ample opportunities for judging accurately as to the 
practical effect of reciprocal trade; and the intelligence and habits 

f shrewd and careful calculation prevalent in New England give 
assurance that her chief men of business are reliable authorities on 
this subject. Their views, as presented by one of the leading mem- 
bers of the Boston Board of ‘Trade and in substance applicable to 
nearly all the Northern States, are unequivocally that New England is 
vreatly interested in the question of recipro¢ ity. Her people depend 
largely for their success and subsistence upon being able to manu 
facture as cheaply as they can, They think, and none can contradict 
them, that the prime necessities of life, fuel and food, should be sup 
plied to their laboring-men at the lowest practicable cost. 

IN NEW ENGLAND 


Phe citizens of New England, knowing that between them and the 
Canadians there are no barriers except those of an artificial nature, 
regard their neighbors in the provinces as their natural or legitimate 
customers Phe representatives of the Boston Board of Trade assert 
that the people of Massachusetts are deeply impressed, as many others 
rein all partsof our country, with the fact that difficulties and depre 

ition are besetting every branchof industry, These formidable dis 

asters are not contined to their great cities, but even in the small man 
ufacturing towns also are found people seeking for work, and the 
veneral ery is, “It is our trade relations that are wrong and unsound ; 
what have you to suggest to lift us out of this slough of de spond ?’’ 
Phe most obvious remedy for all this distress is to increase the sales 
of manufactures to our neighbors and the supply of raw materials from 
them. 

IN NEW YORK 

Phe chief commercial associations in the city and State of New 
York substantially and emphatically concur in the views presented 
by the board of trade. The people of that State, like those of every 
other commercial and manufacturing part of the Union, suifer by 
the exclusion of Canadian produets from our markets and the restric 

ns upon the exportation of our manufactured articles of foreign 
origin to Canada. Through duties on Canadian grain, we cut off an 
enormous trade which would naturally and with mutual benetii to 
the people of both countries pass through our territory, paying freight 
to ownersof ourrailroads and canals and giving work and wages to vast 
multitudes of men now in need, and adding to the profits of our ship- 
pers and merchants, besides, through increased employment, enlarg- 
ing the demand for the agricultural and other products of the regions 
through which they pass. What in these respects is true of the city 
and State of New York is also trne of Philadelphia and Baltimore 
unl the States of Pennsylvania and Maryland. The latter, more re- 
mote from Canada, have not so clearly perceived the advantages of 
being enabled, with fewer or diminished impediments, to sell to her 


APPENDIX TO TIE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


} 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| regard to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and all other 






the products of their workshops or their imports from Europe 4 
the regions of the tropics. Railroads, now giving such easy 
from Baltimore and Philadelphia to the interior of the continent. | 
placed within theirreach new advantagesas regards trade with Can 
which they do not yet adequately appreciate but are already of y 
importance and will continue to increase for centuries to com 

It is not surprising that the merchants and manufacturers of N 
England estimate at its real importance an extension of trad 
Canada, a country not only contiguous to their own for many 
dreds of miles, but for a considerable distance intervening bet 
their territory and the ocean, and so near to them that am 
stand with one foot on each side of the dividing line. Yet as( : 
is no mere eastern province, but extends across the continent f; 
the Atlantic to the Pacitic Ocean, and the best and most fertile yn 
of the Dominion are in the interior, her trade is no more import 
to New England than to any other part of the Union. Whilk 
sent by the Saint Lawrence route and through Que 
Montreal to Toronto, must be carried more than three times as { 
if sent via New York and at an enormously increased exyx 
same causes Operate constantly and must ever continue to do so \ 


iy 


1? 
l I 


irt 


or cotlee it 








rn ports in connection with Western Ontario, Manitoba, and 
inland regions of the British possessions. If such a continent 
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tem as I desire to see should be established, no cities would 
stimulating influences in greater force than Saint Lonis and ¢ 
Phe latter perhaps would be its heart and center 
BY OTHERS WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF PLACE OR PA 

I have endeavored to present the facts in the most simple fo 
As the resolutions I offer in regard to them have been approved 
the various local commercial bodies of the United States to wl 
they have been presented, from Chicago and Milwaukee to Bost 
without partisan considerations, and, so far as I know, without ar 
dissentient voice, so also were they unanimously recommended at t 
last meeting of the National Board of Trade,an association which 
tracts to its councils leading merchants and manufacturers from 
partsof the Union. It includes alike among its members free-traders 
and protectionists. Several of the latter took special pains to stat 
eX plic it terms and the strongest language that they were “ protect 
ists fromthesolesof their feet to the crowns of their heads,” but they 
without any exception advocated the unequivocal and entire adopt 
of the resolutions now before the House in favor of reciprocity 
Canada. The opportunities of gaining immense business advantages 
for the people of both countries are too open and manifest to be s 
cessfully or candidly denied by any one who in a patriotic and nati 
spirit has made any fair examination of the subject. It is entire]; 
matter of business, partly in those details with which merchants ar 
most conversant andextending also into those moreextensive princip 
and arrangements which are based on the broadest and most comp: 
hensive considerations of statesmenship. ‘The resolutions simply » 
vide that a few sensible practical men, the best we can select, on 0 
side, shall meet others of the same character appointed on behalt 
Canada and ascertain how far the mutual interests of the peop 
both countries can be advanced. It is certain that if we are true 
ourselves we can furnish citizens who will prove the equals of 
representatives of the Canadians in knowledge, skill, and sagacit 
and will report to our people whatever good can be derived and 
circumstances so favorable. Their suggestions will be submitted | 
Congress and the country and will be of no avail unless they obta 
the approval of the National Legislature and the enactment of app 
priate laws. The issue is not, as some seem to think it must | 
which side can take the most shrewd advantage of the other, | 
how far the natural and gratuitous bounties offered by Providence to 
the people of both countries can be best developed for their pe 
nent avd mutual benetit. The resolutions go no further than t 
They do not aim at carrying into effect any special theory. The « 
inissioners intended to be appointed would enter upon their inquiries 
and consultations without any undue bias and with the whol 
of investigation and conference open tothem. There are no com 
cial barriers between the two peoples except those which are creat 
by man and can be removed by mutual agreement and legislati: 

The question is, in brief, whether with aconterminous country, 1! 
habited by people almost identical with ourselves in education, !a 
guage, origin, and character, and where wages, controlled by t! 
necessary demand for labor in a new country with vast undeveloy 
resources, do not ditfer much from those given and received in t 
United States, we cannot profitably enlarge the exchanges of 
products. The arguments of those who oppose the resolutions | 
and must be founded on local and petty interests. Carried to t! 
logical conclusions, they would prove that it would be better for u> 
if an open sea existed on the north of the United States instead of a 
fertile country with a population scarcely surpassed in intelligenc: 
enterprise, and industry by any on the face of the globe. 

CANADA COMPARED WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 





During the last session of Congress a treaty for the recipro¢ al ex 
tension of trade between the United States and the Hawaiian Islands 
was approved by Congress, and it has now become part of the laws 
of the land. Although its advantages were in some degree local 2 
accrued primarily and chiefly to the benefit of the Pacitic States, t) 
welfare of each State is so essentially an integral part of that of 
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whole Union, the material gain derived by the people at large from 
the prosperity of each State is so great and manifest, that I gave the 
my warmest support. It provided for a not unimportant ex- 
tension of the demand for our manufactures, 
several military and political considerations also prompted me to 
advocate the measure. Their weight was duly appreciated by many 
of an opposite political party who hold what are ealled protec- 
tionist doctrines but perceived that they did not apply to the case 
en under discussion. It should be gratifying to every good and 
iwhtful citizen that, so far asa few small and remote islands in the 
Pacitic Ocean are concerned, the interests of our suffering people were 
ot neglected and that such legislation was adopted as is likely to 


reate an increased demand for the productions of their agricultural | 


yd manufacturing labor, and, in the far-distant future may confer 
naval and military advantages on the United States. 

From every possible point of view our relations with the Hawaiian 
Islands shrink into absolute insignificance when compared with 
those between the United States and the Dominion of Canada. 
Every military, naval, and commercial reason for which it is desir- 
ible that we should cultivate intercourse with the far-off islands of 
the Pacitic applies in a different form but with incaleulably increased 

to our connections with our next-door neighbors on the north. 


lhe Hawaiian Islands are distant some three thousand miles from | 


that part of our country which is nearest tothem. Canadais so near 
s that for many thousands of miles her territory is separated from 
irown only by an imaginary or mathematical line, and a man may 
stand at his ease in each country simultaneously. This contiguity ex- 
nds, not in a straight line, but with indentations nearly doubling 
eth, from one side of the American continent to the other at 
bruadest part of our broad land. Where our countries do not 
s touch each other they are separated only by lakes and rivers 
h insome respects furnish increased facilities for intercommuni- 
n. At various points railroads cross the boundary, thus binding 
people together, if not with links of steel, with bands of iron. It 
d have been unwise to overlook the benefits which will accrue 
to us from the treaty with islands in the ends of the earth; but who 
un say how much greater folly and injustice we commit toward out 
vn citizens by an illiberal and exclusive policy toward the millions 
iose homes are close to our own ? 
it was argued, and Ido not disparage the force of the reasoning, 


eatio 
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it if we did not enter into a friendly commercial treaty with the | 


Ila 
wer, and thus our influence would be weakened, and, in case of 
var, expeditions against us might be fitted out from the islands. Can- 
laisunder the sovereignty of that nation which, by means of he 
st naval power, might, if war arose, be our most formidable antag 
onist. The population of the Dominion, already greater than that 
{ this country at the time of the Revolution, will not only, as the 
nent of the vast northwest increases, be as large as that of 
ountry now is, but be computed by the hundred of millions, and 
far more nearly equal to our own inthe future than is now usually 
ipposed. It should be unnecessary to dwell longer on this part of 
subject. Regarded simply as a matter of military policy, the 
friendship of Canada is not only more important to us than that of 
the Hawaiian Islands but of any other power whatever on either side 
of the Atlantic. 





ENORMOUS VALUE OF OUR PRESENT EXPORTS TO CANADA 


rom the same causes which render our relations with Canada more 
important than those with the Hawaiian Islands in a military point of 
view—her contiguity to the United States, the extent of her territory, 
ind the character of her population—the almost incomparably greater 
value of hertrade tous in the future is also demonstrated. The compari- 
son of the trade of the two countries with us at present admits of an ap- 
proximately exact arithmetical proof. In the last calendar year of 
which at the present time we have any authentic commercial record, 
uur exports to the Hawaiian Islands amounted to $733,561, while those 
to the British North American colonies during the fiscal year corre- 
sponding most nearly with that period were nearly fifty times as large, 
having been at least $33,296,531. Our exports to Canada included 
grain and flour to the amount of nearly twelve millions of dollars ; of 
inimals and their products the amount was $4,398,060 ; of raw cotton, 
0,340; of coal, overtwoillions, and of timber, $541,151. Ourmanu- 
lactures exported to Canada included cotton goods to the value of 
+073,031—nearly as much as all our exports to the Hawaiian Islands 
lded together—glassware, $416,708 ; manufactures of iron and steel, 

77,913, and of wood, $1,376,611. These are all our own manufac- 
tires, exclusive of commodities of foreign origin. Altogether the value 
orour own manufactures exported to the Dominion, exclusive of coin 
ind bullion, in the fiseal year 1875 was, as shown by our own reports, 
>10,197,580. Doubtless the actual amount was much larger, the ac- 
counts of exports being, probably in all countries, less accurately kept 
than those of imports. In the fiscal year 1876 the aggregate of the 
‘ports of all kinds to the Dominion from this country was no less 
than $44,093,073, of which more than half were admitted free of all 
(luty whatever and the remainder at duties which, compared with 
those we exact on similar productions from Canada, appear insigniti- 
— They largely exceed those imported into Canada from Great 
from Great Britain exceed those collected on imports from the United 
States by nearly one-half. 


- 


vaiian Islands they would pass into the hands of some foreign | 


sritain or any other country, and yet the duties collected on imports | 








EXPORTS O} MAN AN A 
In specifying the amounts of several of our productions ar 

factures exported to Canada I have adhered to our own aceo : 

as may be seen on reference to the r port of the Chief of the B 

of Statistics on commerce and navigation for 1°75, and the report « 
the finances for 1°76, it is almost if not anit mpossil to « 
full and accurate statements of our exports to ¢ wn ula from our 
authorities. The chief defect is that railroad cars and othe 


vehicles passing into adjacent territory are not 
or manifests of lading similar to those 1 quired frot 








for foreign countries. Hence our own returns inade ite ly 
grossly misrepresent the real value of our exports to ¢ dla 4 
duties on many of these articles are collected in Canada { 
them are more strictly kept in that « eve ’ 
owing tosmuggling and undervaluations, they doubtless fall short of 
therealamounts. Itisshown by istatem s ( mis 
sioner of customs of the Dominion, the value of articles produced 
in this country and exported to Canada, but omitted in the returns of 
our custom-house officers, was, in 12°74, $11,424,560 ; in 1s S15,50 
o24; and in 1876, $10,507,563. Most of these exports consisted of 
| manufactures of cotton, wool, iron, copper, &ec. low far our « 
reports, considered by themselves, are like \ to misleac 7 y i 
ferred from the fact that the a int of our exports of 
manufactures in the year 1°75, which was $673,031, as I have alrea 
quoted, should be added $918,413—making a total of SLSOLS44; 

to $3,377,913, the value of our manufactures of na eclexp 

to Canada, as shown by our own reports, should be added no less t! 
$3,455,736, altogether $6,833,649 in this branch of manufactures alon 
Similar proportions may be observed as to rexports, but it is need 
less to multiply details. It would be useless to argue further y 
those who do not see that such a market for rma wtures should 
receive attention and encouragement from every ti friend of the 
people. 

j il 
Surely it is needless to urge that, ifthe Hawaiian treaty was wor 

thy of approval by a triumphant majority, better opportunities of 
extending our commerce and beneficent intluence nearer home and 
on an enormously largerscale should not be neglected. But I regar 
it as an auspicious omen that so large and intlaential a portion ot 4 
party in power, visiting in imagination the genial climes of the 
Hawaiian Islands, should have overcome the theories and prejudies 
| through which more important subjects are mistily regarded, and, so 
to speak, have picked up a shell ‘on the shore of the great ocea 
truth.” Remembering some of the advances made in physical seis 
since the great philosopher so modestly described his own merit 
and discoveries, | regard the Hawaiian treaty asa precedent fraught 
with great advantages to the agricultural, mannfaeturing, andl « 
mercial interests of all parts of our country. It 1 1 | 
means of directing public attention to praetical and « heen 
mutually beneficial, methods of adjusting atiai th our neighh 


both Northand South. As faras an exte) 


( on of our trade with t! 
can be carried into effect it caunot fail to be profitable to all pa 
to the arrangement. Our policy should be not to tax our own ¢ 


zens to pay others for entering into our Un 
tages, nor to incorporate with ourselves alien countries whose peopl 
are not in harmony with the spirit and requirements of our institu 
tions, but simply to extend out commercial relat iththem. We 
should thus acquire the chief benetits of il nership without 


on and enjoving its adva 


ions W 


ict 0 


its disadvantages. Itis a necessary counterpart of the Monroe dor 
trine, prohibiting the interference of the Old World in the internal 
atfairs of this continent, that we should study to promote the in 
terests of the other American States and extend the exchange of 
the respective produe ts of their labor and r¢ 

{ \ 

How vast the beneficial commerce between the | ite | 
the Dominion might by this time have become tf, ead of mei 
abrogating the former treaty, we had endeavored to improy if 
substitute for it one of more perfect reciprocit ve cu VO 
conjecture. Practically for the time we thre iside its lesson Lb 
others they were heeded and yielded abundant f During the visit 
of Richard Cobden to this count ) DRG is pointed 
directed to the treaty then in operation between us and the Canad 
ans. Whatever objections he entertained to such me ires were full 
removed by M. Chevalier, who represented t of France 
Phe result was the memorab arrunc§e ent bet | mel anal 
France, which was speedily followed b bet wee 
other countries, and not less than fift or ! I t t 
custom with a certain Class of theorists to repre t tl 
gotiations between England and France the forme as the victor 
and the latter a dupe. In fact both countries gained enormor ul 
vantages. A friendship arose between those two nations whe 
warmer and more durable than has ever existed at any other period of 


their history. Among the causes which have contributed to the mar 


velous recuperation of France and the elfare of her 
has been more powerful than her commercial treat | 
her largest and most profitable customer, with whom he vile ‘ 
| twice as large as with any other country, and more i 
as large as with the United States. 
The exports of France to Great Britain and Ire lin 1852 amount 
to about thirteen millions of pounds ster uric 1-75 to nearly 
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i ‘ , on Great Brit und Treland t 
‘ Linke I ina er ratio, or trom nine 
‘ " . bried by the protectionist theory 
~ balance of trade, France has enor 
uitage, but only so far as her customers in Great Britain 
lare en to buy cheaper from her than they can buy 
bhelate | ror Napoleon fell in a manner likely to drag 
i | ‘ it he had espoused, and M. Thiers, the 
tesmian ceeded lim, was at least as decidedly against 
y as thes eror had been in its favor. But the proof of its 
had in ana palpable the interests it served were 
rous and powerful to be subverted, and M. Thiers was re- 
i ea > vield to then 
A 
i the o i 3 have so long interposed, ont 
Ca 1-7 I | over $75,000,000, Accord 
to 1 I bb iking the nnports into each 
y f i i mwn by the records of its own 
h ee two countries in 1874 and 1875 
ed) ( =) 000 In each year. Our exports to Canada 
ive I t ror five times as large as to Rus 
{ i hese to any other country in the workd, 
ts | iin, | nee und Germat In the opinion of 
i >] eon the sul tT, this \ st wore 
h Canada, each representing a transaction 
» some of the people ot both countries, would 
the existing restrictions of the enstom-houses on 
frontier could be removed Is this prospect or are 
¥ tind them to be thrust aside as if of no moment 
ressed condition of our trade and manufactures ? 
\ eat e plieht of our laboring-men throughont the coun 


Tnres and 


he rewions dep ndent upon manufac 








rse and worse Year by irsince IS72 thre 
| e laborers of Europe have sensibly dim 
i ear, the immigrants to our shores were 
ree ed thousand than they were four years age 
w 1 that time having been from 457,750 to 
’ Ih \ rs vo, it is to be supposed to friends who 
I ‘ the cl tly in those parts of the country least 
e pre tient distress 
\\ frat irwith the accounts of unparalleled and increas 
moan ir own working population Let not repeti 
1 i t! we cannot nor steel onr hearts so that 
i eeottl soOotTts t vd so well ithenticated. 
larcrest esthe present isthe third winter when two 
isl tborers have been unable to tind employe it. 
\ t { ter nelustt is, and well-trained mechanics, 
honorable independence of character and 
reharity in any form or shape, have lost all 
‘ destitution and despair ire beeving to le 
ith through hunger by being sent to pl wes Ih 
wrants and criminals. 
R MATERIAL INTERESTS 
l) enteen years through which the party yet remain 
rela the wof Government, there has been acon 
\ muplete neglect of all the chief means for restoring 
rp Phe return toe specie payments has chieily, 
} ! prevented by legislation, been left to the 
of natur laws of finance. Nothing, if we except 
of wages and the increased destitution of our laborers, 


hip-building and give us again our former 


ind prestige Exceptin the minute 
Ilawatian Islands, nothin 
the production 


eto promote s 
nee on theocean. 
ce of the rhas been done 


of our tields and manu 


ent wide-spread misery we who are 
benefit of the pe ople shall be worthy 


rrnele nation if we neglect to give our be statten 

a) vield food and work to the suffering 

\y t 1 hbvious of these measures is such an ex 

f Canada as will vield us a larger amount of 

arc « ! ‘ iri of life, increase the use of our leading 

{ North, and enlarge the outlets already existing 

1) for our manutactures Wesee that the opportunity 

I itive geographical positions of the two coun 

{ if ¢ ) r the present restrictions the exchange of 

ul we them is enormous We have also con 
n the settled, firm, and stable character of the 

ent and people, and their fre quer tly expressed de 

by mutual conference with us how far our commer 
ean be emans pated and extended This desire has 
1 i shown in tl hewspapers of ¢ anada, the resolutions 
i L by her boards of trade, and the authentic and official state 

ts of het rvernment itself, 
WISHES AND TARIFF OF CANADA 


The 
rressed an ¢ 
} 


intelligent desire for extension 


instance | 


irnest and 
snd in every 


an 
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Dominion board of trade at every one of its meetings has ey- 
of trade 
as coupled the expression of the de- 
il ith that of a belief that the first official proposal for it should | olutionary war in the United States strengthened these impress\o 






|} come fromthe Governmentofthel nited States, offers made by ¢ inac 
having been regarded withso little attention on this side of the f; 
eT 


A leading representative of Canada, at the meeting of our, 
National 


Board of Trade in New York last summer, reiterated + 
views and no doubt uttered the general sentiment of his country, 


when he contidently assured his hearers that if Congress should ad 
Ilouse for 


0 


| the resolutions now betore this the appointment of ; 


missioners, the Canadian government would likewise appoint ? 

mission, and we should for the tirst time since the abrogation of + 
old treaty have business men to down together, talk the mat: 
| over fairly and squarely as a practical question, deal with all its q 
| culties, and, if possible, bring about a treaty which will be mutua 


| 


; 8 lista 
1 


fully concurred inthe 


tory to both countries 


and 


fhe Canadian minister of custo 
governor-general have at different ti; 
3, the governor-general himself in « 
that should the Government of the | 
expressed by the National Bx 
the fullest consideration of the 


Vv council, present 


view 


h Wing formally pu mised * 


| States comply with the wishes 


Trade thes ject will recei 


} nent of Canada 

| At the time of th lore ion of the old treaty there is 
just reason for the complaint of the illiberality and unfair 

| Canadian tarit® on om ‘ the productions of the Unit s 
But al that has now been re ersead We impose on all kind ot 
dia nand donra duty so heavy as to be nearly prohibit 
t| . ONE , t bare wid some peas, for the pro 
vi } he soil and ite of Canada and the habits of he 
or all these causes combined, are especially favorable. Nest 


ruicies 


vulmitted into Canada free of duty under the old trea 


iow admitted there free of duty, while on our side they are ly 

taxed Althongh Canada is an integral part of the British | 
| the manufactures of the United States are admitted ther 

the same terms as those of any other colony and of Great Brita 
lf Phe old colonial restrictions have passed away and 


ra Liby the advancing power of Lmore enlightens 
| MODERN POLICY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
The vie 3s Tadvoeate have sometimes been met by the o et 
i that whatever might be mutual interests of the United States 
| ¢ mada Gre Britain would not permit them to be harmonio 
|} veloped. [think there is no reason to apprehend any real difli 
on this score If the interests of Canada are stitled and oppress 


let us be certain that we are not the wrong-doers and that the bla 
shoulders. A briet of the history of 
h lightononr policyin regard tothem. Fort 
they h ive made steady and cece lerated progr @ 
freedom and independence. The measures adopte 
| Great Britain have undoubtedly encouraged the movement 
| the first American colonists from Great Britain had 
|} mounted thedifliculties and hardships of the earliest settleme 
the United States, and had 
ith, the exclusive system was applied so far th 
| artic les contd be fire colonies to any other « 
|} without being tirst laid upon shores of Great Britain. Ne 
| colonists were compelled to buy solely from British merchants 
| their importations could only be made in British ships, ** it be 
usage of other nations to keep the plantation trade exclusive 
eS Lord Chatham, distinguished 
tle imbued with the common li 
of his time as not to hesitate in declaring that “ the British ec 
in North Ameriea had no right to manufacture even a nail fora 
and Lord Sheftield only expressed the veneral opinion of 
lday when he aftirmed that “the only use of the colonies and the \\ 
| India Islands is the monopoly of their consumption and the carn 
of their products.” On all these points increased enlightenment 
The monopoly of the colonial trad 
| found to be as unprotitable to the oppressor as to the oppressed 
contirmed progress has been made in those views of public 
bly blended with magnanimity and libera 
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effected a quiet re volution, 
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ehh are ine 


SUBSTANTIAL INDEPENDENCE OF CANADA 


wo the government of Canada, through its fina 
minister, emphatically declared the right of the people of that « 
trv to decide for themselves, in all respects, the mode and extent 
which taxation shall be imposed on them, The British gover 
nd future complications would res 


Ww years 


was warned that serious evils a 

| from any opposition to the rights thus asserted; and the Car 

| covernment congratulated itself that the British ministry of that 

| * have been obliged to admit that we were in the right, and that 
assumed interference with our rights and privileges is not fo 
moment to be entertained.” Thus the practical rights of self-gove 

lment, only obtained by the United States through revolution 

| quietly coneeded. The most striking point in this illustration ot 
reversal of the ancient relations of Great Britain and her colonies 

| not merely that so great a concession was made to the colon 

| that the point in dispute was an order in council disallowing a 
inflicting certain disabilities on the shipping of the United States 

|} The people of Great Britain have discovered that their ow: 
italists and laborers were injured by forcing the trade of the co 
in artificial directions and withdrawing it fromthe natural and r 
| beneficial pursuits in which it wonld have beenemployed. The! 
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vas found that the independence of the United States and their | true, is not our posses ( 
seqnent prosperity contributed materially to the well-being of | she is practically in h I 
Great Britain, whose tax-payers were relieved from the expense and | what means our track 
uuble of governing distant and extensive regions, while the benefits | to the people of 
of intercourse with them not only remained but were augmented. | a more 
[he belief has become more and more prevalent in the mother-coun- | own history. 
» that the means by which she can most securely and profitably | 
ve the elements of real prosperity from her colonies is by per 
ttin. them to direct their industry into those channels which their 
itural position and advantages indicate as the most remunerative. 
On the one hand concessions were made to the colonists by per- 
ting them to resort to the markets of the world and tax British 


= RRR EE 


ageravated for (al 


Sanguine and 


who laid claim to pr 

who have lived to see the error of 
exclusive policy Canada wo 
annexation to the Union, The 





manufactures ; on the other, the British people were gradually eman- | she would thus be brought on het 
ited from the oppressive taxation which gave the colonie sspecial | counted by months, and 
ileges in Great Britain itself. The latter was at first especially | evi t what was t 
nspicuous as to the indispensable articles of grain, tlour, and lum- | Ca ins, be rof 
ber. by similar sent 
Phe military and naval defense of the colonies remains as the only | they might be ait: 
ntial relic of the ancient policy. The consideration given for | a 1 ial and inte 


s withdrawn. It remains asa tax on the people of Great Britain | | 


ut affording them any adequate compensation, and the declar- | tion ih ea 
ns of their leading statesmen of all parties, the actions of theit 
ment, and the tendencies of public opinion clearly indicate 
early termination of this anomalous and inconsistent condition. : It 
is approaching when, as the most zealous defenders of the | ' United Stat : \ 
nial system have admitted would be the case, it will be found | US count nee 
“it is all of a piece and must citherstand or fall together.” | born citizens hot a1 VG t 
So evidently correct are the frequent assertionsof Canada that her Dominion and b ' ne | 
ment, acting for her legislature and people, must, whatever | 26 Oppressed a t 
be the deference they owe to the imperial authorities, decide for | as We e N cre tthe t oF | I 
nselves as to all matters connected with the tariff, and so com | end of the Union to the ot , ‘ 
etely has the principle thus announced been carried out in legisla would evinee itself hy practical d rau U¢ nt ot 
that Great Britain, in reply, is throwing the naval and military | fontier. Happily for all the parties ect of 
of the Canadians upon themselves. | Such contingeney ha ig passed and the ( tt 
OPINION OF LEADING BRITISH STATESMEN | fying our good. 2 : 
} material wealth, bu t s20C1 ot 
\ former governor-general of Canada substantially declared in the earthed deal aed ea aaah ina 
| rial Parliament that if Canada should ask for independence the promote our interests as en acer Gia 
equest would readily be granted. If we look among those British | : j : 
tesmen now living and who for many years have been leaders in | 
wtual and progressive career of their country, and whose in T have said that ¢ ely ] 
enee Was never more completely manifested than in the recent | toward the United Stat ve have rah 
ve in her European and Asiatie policy, we find in their public | manufactures on eq ‘ t Great ] i 
eeches the most creditable and liberal expressions regarding the | moderate rates of « 
nerce of the United States with Canada and the relations of | mitted free ot 
Great Britain with the latter. The profitable and humanizing elfects | redounds to her 
commercial treaty between Great Britain and France point | ing no duties on o 
rnificantly and decisively how valuable a judicious commercial | large surplus for « 
ty between the United States and Canada would be, not simply | profitable employun ‘ 
reasing sales but in promoting the advancement of the soundest | and eanals to the \ 
doctrines of civilization and international good-will. prices of wheat, tlou 
| know of no expressions of modern statesmanship better worthy of | thisside of the Atlan 
ig borne in mind by every American citizen, and regarded as ax- | proclaimed in our lead Th { | 
omatie in our conduct toward our sister-States and Canada, than | trade with Puro 1 Ow I 
those terms of glowing eloquence in which Ion. John Bright depicted | weekly exported from the | 
his hopes that the day might come when the whole of this vast con- | years Great Britain 
tinent might become one great federation of States, and, free from | for her supplies of 
litary control, without a custom-house inside through the whole | breadstutis. As the 
ength and breadth of its territory, but with freedom everywhere, | those here and in | 
equality everywhere, law everywhere, peace every where, would afford | tile, manufacturing, a \ 
it least some hope that man is not forsaken of heaven and that the | interests whatever 
tuture of our race might be better than the past. } country of the farn ! 
rhe Right Honorable W. E. Gladstone, when premier, speaking in a | be very widely extendes ( exp ( 
debate in the House of Commons, lamented that it had been the fate | articles is enormo 
f the transatlantic possessions of European nations that in every in- | mainly by ‘he « t » | 
stance when they had reached maturity separation had been carried | laws while Can 
mt by war or bloodshed, leaving behind them feelings of pain, | our imports of whea ( 
liatred, or shame. He declared the true policy toward Canada to be | ing to our official to ) 
that if separation should arrive it may come in a friendly, and not a | her were of the va of 3 
hostile, form, but in true accord with the best spirit of the age, theorists may thi they a 
OUR POLICY AS IT OUGHT TO BE. } trade, In reality 1 
Itseems tome that we do notin our statesmanship adequately recog- | t? Europe by Canadian rout : 
e and appreciate the relations actually existing between Great | C@padian canals w , 
Britain and her North American possessions or adapt our policy to | ' be prep red bo mes 
the facts as they are. One of the main errors of Great Britain in her | the ee eee 
treatment of those colonies from which our Union was formed was | ©#@bts and theu ae 
the discouragement of their industry except so far as it was sub- | benefit ete oaer | 
(liary to herown. Perhaps no part of her conduct toward us was of a liberal p ae I : 
re unjust or injurious, or contributed more powerfully to the causes of our own Interests 
of the Revolution. I fear that the recollection of it, rankling in onr | #Pe Pecosm’zecy a 
ihemories, has sometimes led us to such legislation in commercial af- | TONAL Wellin 
fairs as we have been satisfied to think must be beneficial to ourselves | Sighted view a 
hecause it is inconvenient or prejudicial to others. ‘Thisis one of the | #!! political errors 
most prevalent and pernicious sophistries by which mankind has | !ss ef anothes 
ever been deluded and afflicted. Let us look to ourselves and take 
lieed lest in our day, in the plenitude of our power and at a more en- Besides the additions to 
lightened period of the world’s history, we in our commercial treat- | sales of our manufactur ( 
ment of weaker neighboring States fall into the same kind of error | supply of raw 1 
a8 that which Great Britain practiced toward us, but has utterly | by means of a fair t ty of ( 


discarded in her modern treatment of her colonies, Canada, it is | mand our considerat ‘ ( 
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‘ it w ld manifest! 
{ rMous SCA rom thie 
‘ | lties already atte 
oul i er were lately des 
Ir ' iy 1 sone respects Wisi 
fo W hilhave alluded an a on 
, revenue service, With the accom 
fo prevent a ist illicit trade, 
‘ ple i lalole yu to 
nota i el i \ 
I thro wout this cont nt fror il 
hich 1 nearest the aret re ’ to tl 
lant to 6 Pacitie Ocea L whe this 
natural expression, not in lawk tnd desol 
or hostile inroads of any kind, but beman 
creased by those yt well ¢ es ot thre 
istry Which yield protitable emp ent dl 
iture herself in the varieties of mat nil 
or this plan by permanent d beneticial laws 
® our temporary and destru ® Statutes 
Ll truly American system, we who oceupy a 
e North and South sh l 
t erchants and « 
rver ] ha i 
re he lore. 
irselves and to ‘ 
t tothe be es 
ft irdl its 
quiries 1 vl ly 
in extend our commercial relations with 
mid vel wnt invite us not less by their 
progr e character than by the assurances 
ol 4 form Vyivent Of all atfhirs of for 
t f cheapening the materials of our man 
our markets is the most important Next to 
nt and the preservation of our liberties, no 
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tall probable that it is important to this 
what may be the iews which | entertain 
he reasons which will intluence my vote; 
pv the time that by chance comes to me in 
ir qyile on 
ject whatever attention I « 1; I have 
er of reading | could command I have, 
been unable to bririg my mind to the con 
e for this bill. Ido not feel at liberty to | 
the perils which threaten I am not un 
s that lie in the way. Lam not unmindful 
y over the result of the election that 
the 7th of November last. I would be 
by which these uncertainties might be dis 
s removed. I would be glad if a better 


determine detinit« 
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SPEECH OF TION. MARK TL. DUNNELG, 


hl might give my assent and which 


d certainly and without 
the American people at 


unfavorable | 


he late presi- 


I find in this bill many things which influence me to such an e1 


tent that I cannot give it my approval. We have at this hour qs 
preme Court that commands the respect of the American p 





There mocrat or republican, anywhere in the c. 
ho « mach the Supreme Court to-day with absolut; 
spect and who would not argue his case there with an assurance 
fair trial and of an eminently just determination. 
But iti mw propo ed to approae h this court; it is now pr 
to attacl i ioW proposed to damage it, and to hurt it 
t to ipe out the baneful effects of 








Intl ry frame-work of this bill it is admitted, and it is adn 
insu ‘ onth ideandonthisside of the House, that the b 
{1 das byits very terms to declare upon the partisanship of f 
judges ot Supreme Court of the United States. Until this } 
boy here w Of us had heard of the partisanship of a 
rf mid heard or who cared what might Ix 
p vreat men presiding over the immense de 
cor Wis? But henceforth, while they occupy 
vy will be seriously injured in so far as Wwe | 
pre them as partisans. It is not contended t] 
ie to have a fair determination, only as we are to have it on thi 
iptior that the majority of the tive judges shall be either re 
in or democratic. ‘This is the argument, this is the logic: 1 
denies it and nobody will deny it 
] vy that the emergency has not yet arisen when the A 
Coneress should put ts hands on the Supreme Court of the | 
States Phat department of the Government was not creates 
he purpose of making a President. It never was authorized t 
t President. Phe fathers never contempl ited that the Ss Lyon 
Court should touch the presidential question, It never | lye 


stated in any of the decisions or discussions of earlier days tha 





Sopreme Court at any time or under any circumstances sho 


be dragged into the detern 





ion of the question ol 
ected President 
But we propose to bring the court in now and compel itto dothe« 
vork of a party canvass, to examine into ballot-boxes, as som 


insist they should do It is proposed to make these five judges a yp 
}and parcelof a returning board that shall pronounce in favor 
| election of one man or the other to the Presidency. [protest aga 
it. The emergency does not justify it. The exigencies are not 
is to compel hus to ti uuple down the dignity and the hich « 
wter of this tribunal of justice. 
I have another objection to this bill. Its passage at this time 
establish a precedent that will come up hereafter with terrible f 





ind effect, willeome up again before allof us shall have passed 
prunlolic life and public duties 
| Weare confronted here to-day with what? With the declarat 
of a defeated party; that is all. Under the forms of law Goy 
Hlaves has been elected President of the United States for the 
four years. The enveloped certificates in the hands of the Pres 
Oflicer of the Senate to-day, though they have never been r 


mortal eye, declare the solemn fact to the American people 
Rutherford B. Hayes has been elected President. You know it, M 
Speaker, we all know it. It has been admitted in argument upo! 
other side that that is the determination of the American peopl 

discovered by the certificates of election issued, as they have alwa 
| been hitherto. 

It is now proposed that we shall say to the people of the cou 
that we, here in Congress, have a part in the election of a Pres 
I do not believe that it was ever intended that Congress should | 
ticipate in a presidential election. Congress shall simply 
listen to the voice of the people as it comes from the broken seals 

} State certificates; that and nothing more. 

At the end of the next four years we may have a closely conteste 
presidential election, and then this grand farce will be played 
main Ly this bill we are to elect either Hayes or Pilden. Let 

l eleetion of 1880 result as this has done, closely and narrowly, 

| the two Houses of Congress be of different political comple x 

}and we must go through this form again, and again deny to 
people their voice as expressed at the polls, 

Sir, Lam unwilling to make this precedent. Ithas been said li 
by one that this isonly forto-day. But you know, Mr. Speake 
vhat teneeity precedents hold their place in the Digest whic! 

| have in your hand. We all know how precedents stick to a rep 
lican government, how they cling to it. It takes acentury to get 
ola precede it 

| Weare asked here to establish a precedent. One honorable S 
orin the other end of the Capitol has said within a few « 
“This precedent will endure; it must endure; it ought to end 

I am not prepared, I am not quite ready yet, to establish the endu 
precedent that Congress ean stifle the voice of the people as express 
at the ballot-box. Rather I will say that I stand by the voice of t 
people against this usurpation of power. 

If an election has been certified to Congress according to the for! 
of law and agreeably to the precedents since the beginning ot 
Republic, it is revolutionary to resist the declared will of the pe 
Congress should not attempt in any way to thwart that will. This 


| to be done but a few times before Congress shall elect a President, 


ind not the people. When that comes, then the President will be tht 





















creature of Congress, and not of the ye ple If doubt exists as ) 
ia true result of thie late election, that doubt should be given to the 
people. _ 

Th s bill provide sa method of settling the question who was elected, 


whether Hayes or filden. Five democratic and tive republican mem 





pers of Congress have been selected. Two judge are selected who 

uimitted to have democratic biases, and two judges with repub 

in biases. Is it not admitted by this very arrangement that the 
sion is to be a political one? If so, will t the jue 1 CO 

ed to make political decisiot 3?) Can this be done w hout vast in- 

ry to the judges? Will their decision satisfy the people? The 


th judge will settle the presidential que l i an 
et z Lhese judges will be traduced as SO nelly is Lile Tile iy rs ol 





ee | 

( rress Who shall be on the commission, and, indeed, much more so, 

rthe country will wonder at partisan ce us from men whose 
renure of oftice is made secure by the Constitution itself 

If Hlaves has bee n elected, Congress itself ans ne should declare 

e result, and without the aid of any count; and if Tilden | been 
elected Jet him be so declared. The patriotism of Congress should be 
equal to the emergency. If this proposed commission shall solve the 
vexed question, the country may be glad that it was created It is 
nevertheless the duty of Congress to guard thie erties of the people 
nd not sacrifice them by the adoption of me res not contemplated 
by the Constitution. 

The decision of the commission will be in the support of existing 
precedents In accepting the findings of State canvassing boards and 
in a refusal to go behind those returns, or it will establish a prece- 
dent for Congress to contest presidential ¢ tions whenever they 
oceur, by overturning the State certil tes of electors. For one I 
hesitate to create a board which may give us this last result lea 
vein it only evil to the Republic. 

If the commission shall follow the established pres 


cide the now unsettled question without the use of me 
wtile to the fullest rights of the yy ple, then every 
rejoice in the result. While L will not impugn the motives of any 
rparty who supports this measure, my tears that it will work agai 
the rights of the people will cause me to withhold my vote. One on 

e other party will or may gain by if. The party defeated at t] 
polls may have the President. No one di I 

m; yet we must not underrate the magnitude of the cons tic | 
right Which we put to the test or subject to what we m 








hha ] el 
calla hazard or chance. It will require as much patriotism to ‘ 
by the decision of the commission as by the action of Congress i 
e solution of the question. Whatever may be the result we « 
mt hope that the Republic will be saved and that no precede 
ade that shall lessen and render insecure the liberties of the peopl 





The Electoral Connt 


SPEECH OF HON. HL Bo. BANNI 


OF OULO 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


It bruary 95, 1877, 


On the decision of the commission on the electoral vote of ¢ 
Mr. BANNING. Mr. Speaker, I have taken little part in the dis 
cussion connected with this electoral commission. My reason tf my 


silence is to be found in the fact that Ldid not approve of the cours 
pursued by my party. I have kept my peace for the same reason that 


[ voted for the bill, because I was not presumptuous enough to set my 
judgment up against that of the entire democratic party. But, sir, 
What I feared in the passage of that act is history now My p v 
agreed to an appeal to what it believed was a tribunal composed of 
high-toned, learned, and conscientious men. ‘Tl greed to that act 


known as the electoral commission inentire good faith. Ibelieved at 
the time myself that the judges of our Supreme Court could be relied 
upon as jurists, as far above party bias as they are suppose d to be 
above bribes. My opposition to the act was based upon the fact that 
we had nothing to adjudicate. I believed then as I believe now that 
Mr. Tilden is the President-elect of the United States. This is the 
opinion of the country. It is the opinion of the world, conversant of 
our affairs. If any gentleman questions this let him answer me the 
question why it is necessary to have an armed force here to inaugu- 
rate Mr, Hayes when not a solitary bayon t 1S necessary to the in- 
auguration of Mr. Tilden. With this conviction upon my mind I 
could not consent to an arbitration. There was nothing in my opinion 
to arbitrate, 

And now, sir, I break the silence I have imposed upon myself and 
take part in this discussion, because events have demonstrated that 
the fears of a few were better than the judgment of the many. We 
Went into this abitration in good faith and we find in the end that 
We are disposed of with insincerity. This is using the mildest term 
applicable to the situation. The fact is that, in the eyes of the coun 
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try, in the conscience of the people, this electoral « LI fi 
created is a na i ¢ board, no better or more 1 ible tham I 
that of Louisiana which caused us all this troubl Ld t pose 
indeed I have The time >maAKS a revic ft its ¢ ra i ry cle 
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( and that is tha oft the so-« lead r re 

famous They ag ite t s the court w wmized to 
rect Now, sir, it d s to find if p by ye 
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var isto n shocl ! or one | ratt 
suggestion But when I1 | » abide b S ) 
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American people in its ballot-box, | believe that there ‘ 
presented tous that we had better not encounter I 
chise is acknowledged and known to be the very fou of 
seli-go rninent If a ba tis nota ballot until ma t 
returning board, self-gover entisasham and a mocket N 
we are called upon to sustain a national returning board t] 
its essence making it a tribunal tive justices of the Supre ( t 
the United States. We tind running through all its de 
of these being republicans, voting on one side, and two of ‘ 
democrats, voting on the other | $s was uniformly the case ¢ 
where Justice Brac V voted With the democrats on a mot 1 
journ and Justices Clifford and Field voted with the rep \ 
the admission of Cro s Vote in the case of Oregon. 

Why, sir, this tribunal does not command the respect of t yy 
ple. It is laughed at and spoken of as a game at cards It ha 
vineed nobody; its tinding rry no weight. In popular estima i 
we are precisely where we began when this Commission was creates 
Phe people of the | States expec us to-day to e} etl 
Mission, aS 1t eX} ( : The meeting ol Congres re pus 
findingot the Lo ina returning board.” Lonly expr 1e C4 
of the people insa hat when the time comes that a party rey 
ited at the pol scan through fraud or foree, O1 both rite 
defeated candidate for the Pre ney our Repul Loe ‘ even 
in fe We | L fi ill the fa ! eft \ 
parted from all that a hundred years have made pre ( 
to this and we ma l meet ether and «ke t 
stitu‘ional mona Suit 1 rest 1 ft t t 
despotism 1 on J. Ma We i Tustic | a 
hoped, Mr. Speaker, il ht two tl é i ‘ ¢ 
in the honorable ventl n tre Massachusetts, [ Mr. | I aM 
SEELYE, ] that we had reached a crisis of so gra 1 Go 
ernment that men ( x4 Lin ec} rt l \ 
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I for the purpo g 
ict that we are st n the midst 
eh ves every 
It not my pur- 
tl late election 
{ ‘ i My main 
the vrave irregularities 
i the honor in part to 
I | necessary for me to say that 
] el considera- 
nece sarily cause me 
er the faults and 
‘ s¢ them to the public 
| clive But when 
e su iently grave to 
det raiize society, then 
‘ of a crime than a char- 


eof public duty that 





that produced what 
i tion, in the State of Missis 
wise t ‘ oral votes of that 
i e democratic party. 
‘ oul choice should be 
American citizen 
if the people when 
I ol iW hethe! 
I ime there are none 
Croverninent ce- 
i wx, and that 
i wred, then the 
e been cde ed 

rie 





that 


are 


mber last 


\J “1 pp il wvnove 
| nd valid ex- 

r elective 
for giving kk val 
in the 

bal- 
dem- 
( irried 
apy i i that they have 


this Union 


evel mnmitted 


© « I pon the 
ot the 


i ole e, were 


i 

Ll the bounds of 
vl 5s the slightest re- 
and vpholding 
defend them, countenance 
itted in the sixth 
SAV I ne of violence, made achange 

e of t less than 10,000; and the frauds 
connection with violence, 


‘ ‘ ut not less than 20,000. Some 
ext riions, but I make them 
of the S Every assertion that 
clearest proof lo give some idea | 
‘ | | eall particular attention 
| f hthat district is now com 
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17, 15 
21, 389 
4,100 
17, 199 

1 

15, 895 
9, 833 
6, 062 
15, 78 
11, Ike 
4, 600 
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Coahoma, Washington, Warren, and Claiborne. 


of over 1; 





In 1875 frand and violence were confined chiefly to four ¢ 


Otherwise the ; 
sult would have been about the same that year as at previous e) 


tions. In 1876the frauds that were committed in the four « 


above named were made applicable to every county in the d 


I will now give sony 
election was conducted in 1276: 


with possibly one or two exceptions. 


lars as to how the 









ADAMS COUNTY. 





The frauds that were committed in Adams County made a 
100) votes in that county alone. To give a corr 
the strength of the two parties in the county, I will give th 


the county at several pr ceding elections 





1269 
Fotal vote | 1 
Re iblican 
Democratic 
tepublican majerit 
1272 
lotal vote polled 
Republican 
Democratic 
Republican majo 
127 
lotal vote polled 
Republican iitceohw res oe eek a weeew ernie than weewree 
ERED oncud ss onndu sr entwensctnvcenssspesecusenceen 
Republican ma t 
IR7t 


Total vote 
Republican 
Democratic 


polled 
Republican majority 


The above is the vote for Congressman as officially returned 
not charge and do not believe that the number of votes counted 
in excess of the number actually polled ; but by comparing the 
istered vote of each election precinct with the ofticial returns « 
precincts it will be clearly seen where the frauds were comu 


Complete registration of Adams County, as it stood on elect 


November 7, 1276. 







r - 
= 
Court-hous 3-6 
Jetterson Hotel ke 3 
Dead-man's | 
Beverly 2 
Kingston i j 
Palesti l 
Pine Rid 4 ° 
Washington | RY 54 
964 
( plete off l returns of Adams County for election held Novem 7 








Provinets a = 
i 3s ES 
ga | a8 
a | | OA 
a ‘ ” = sasiaaaeccieiscraictabeeal a 
Court-house | 416 400} 4! 
Jetferson Hotel ines aarele pcaenecceneel 339 434 { 
Dead-man’s Bend ......... ab iiaaaarell | 30 | 223 { 
jeverly 3 294 
ES EID RS OS : ae ae 396 | 91 4 
Palestine....... seunesecens jhabeahaneeghehen Sl | 315 | f 
Pine Ridge 53 | 261 | 61 
Washington ...... 301 | } i 


DR iciirss snows 1, 627 


It will be seen from the above that the revolution in favor 
mocracy and “reform” was confined exclusively to two preci 









| Kingston ? 


Washington and Kingston. 
were just about as the republicans had calculated. 


| the cause of this great and unexpected change at Washington a 
i There were over 600 1 


The answer is an easy one. 


The returns from the other pre 


What, then, wa 


publican tickets taken out of the ballot-boxes at those two p! 
cincts, and the same number of democratic tickets substituted 


their stead. 


I went to Kingston on election day myself,and remaine 


there from the time the polls were opened until two o’clock in 


| afternoon, at which hour the election officers took a recess for «1! 
Up to that time 361 votes had been polled, and to my ov 


personal knowledge over 300 of that number were straight rep 
lican tickets 





One hundred and twenty-six votes were polled at 




















ner, about 8 of that number being republican. When the votes | 
were counted at night there were just 91 votes in the box for the re- 
iblican ¢ lectoral ticket and & for the congressional candidate, thus 
showing Clearly that all, or nearly all, of the republican votes that 
wert polled before dinner wer taken out of the box when they went 
» dinner and the same nwnber of democratic tickets substituted in 
cir stead. At the Washington precinet they took no recess for din- | 
er, but after the polls wereclosed at night they counted a few tickets | 
then took a recess until the next morning. When they met the 
ext morning to proceed with the count it was ascertained that be- 
seen two and three hundred republican tickets had been taken out 
the box and the same number of democratic tickets substituted in 


cig stead. The obje clive pont, however, Was to carry the election 
r Congressman. In changing the tickets, therefore, they were gen- 

is and magnanimous enough to put in about lifty tickets contain- 
the names of the republican candidates for presidential electors 
i that of the democratic candidate for Congress This accounts 
ie material difference in the vote for President and Congressman 
It is perhaps proper to state that the republicans were allowed but 

e inspector of elections at each box, and the ballet-box remained 


i the possession of a democrat. 





PUBLIC OPINION 


will perhaps be remembered by some that in a speech which I 

dthe bonor of delivering in this Hall during the last session of 
Congress I stated that the election of 1575 in the State of Mississippi 
rought to the front the worst element in the ranks of the demo 


ratic party in that State. The election of 1°76 fully substantiated 


it assertion. Democrats who reside in counties that were allowed 

vo republican 1 1875 have been tautalized ever since and charae 

ed as cowards. Public opinion has become so demoralized that 

e commission of the most outrageous frauds upon the ballot-box is 
ot only encouraged, tolerated, and justitied, but it is absolutely de- 


uded as a condition-precedent to recognition in the party of re 
form ac ording to the modern aecceptation of that term Phese fran 
re apparently committed without the slichtest compunetion of « 
ence and without the slightest regard for any law, moral or statu 


r\ l'o carry elections with or without votes, peaceably and fairly if 
ssible, forcibly and unfairly if necessary, have now become to be set 
maxims with the element that is now in the ascend v in the 
democratic party In that State. Ilonesty and fairness in the nu vere 
ent and conduct of clections on their part ire the exception, and not 
rule butthey didnot seem tobe satistied with the inau rat nol 


policy of fraud, but deemed it essential to inaugurate or rather con 
ie the policy of violence as well. Nearly every democratic club in 
imber of counties in the State is an armed milits 





} 


ght into existence for aggressive political purposes. ln some of 
ese counties the violence and terrorism was so intense that not a 
epublican meeting was a 





owed to be heid nor a republican speech 
to be made at any time during thecampaign. It is hardly necessary 
to say that in such locations lawlessness reigns supreme. Republi 
ws Who reside in such localities are permitted to do so simply as a 
er of favor and not as a matter of right. The only law that is 
recognized or respec ted is the law of force. There is absolutely no 
security for life, liberty, or property except such as may be afforded 
isa gracious favor by these armed clubs. I now call attention to 
Warren County. 
In Warren County there are about seven thousand vote 
ve thousand of that number are colored men and republican 
I-76 over three thousand republicans were positively denied the right 
to register and consequently the right to vote. To give a correct 
ea of the strength of the two parties I will give the vote of the 
unty at several preceding elections: 





Total vote polled 









publican majority 


tal vote polled 
publican 
10cratic 


Democ ratic major ity 


The following is the result in 1876: 
Total vote polled .... 
Vemocratic 
Republican 





Democratic majority 





lhe elections held in 1869 and in 1872 were conducted with perf 


ta 


lrness, and can therefore be accepted as a fair test of the strens 
of the two parties. The election held in 1275 is generally admitted to 
have been a fraud and aswindle. Senators BAYARD and MCDONALD, 


as members of the Se nate committee that investigated the election 





APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


























aye 


minority 





fraud, and that 
voted for by any one 

» charge that over 
| the right to re; 
stantiated by the off 


colored voters are largely 


ul bee n deck 
































mative answers tocert 
precedent to re 

an athrmative answet 
But in the 

















democratic 











thousands of 

















ulent, to be 





about as fo 





seen from the 
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an vote is 1,074 less 
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te number 





This result was broug 
votes of a large number of colored 1 
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h the total number of voters reg- It will be seen from the above that the total vote polled g 
| 1,416 less than the total number of voters registered. Aduitt 
‘ 21% the 1,416 voters who failed, or were denied the right to vote Were 
— | ored men and republicans, still the democratic vote is 1,641 more ¢) 
got the whole number of white men registered, while the repy 
| yote is 1,640, one less than the whole number of votes polle db 
I al vot ‘led was only 272 less than the | ored men, thus showing that the votes polled by that number of 
re ered ile the democratic vote is bal | ored men were counted for the democrats. Iam satisfied t] it 
r ot hite men registered and the re- | less than one thousand republican tickets, and perhaps two 
ti hole number of colored men reg- | taken out of the ballot-boxes be fore they were counted and th: 
{ 272 voters who failed to vote were col- | number of democratic tickets substituted in their stead | 
en that there were still 5-1 colored men who | tem of fraud and swindling seems to have been inaugurated 4 
‘ re ted as having been polled for | cessfully carried out in a majority of the republican counties 
i : t I ted the democratic | State. I have selected five counties in the sixth district o1 
) \ l i ir With the politics of | purpose of giving an idea as to how the election was « 
lirm throughout the State. 
The following is a list of voters registered in the sixth d 
J Ad ( ty the registration was couducted | 1876, I will state in this connection that the registratior . 
| ‘ but a reign of terror was inaugu- | ducted with reasonable fairness in all the counties in the dist 
ul anit 'y the democrats. Republicans were | cept Warren and Claiborne. In those two counties not less t] { 
fs under any circumstances. The | colored men were denied the privilege of registering, 
; is an armed military organization. 
i ild attend, interrupt, and break up ( ntic ( red \ 
I ius would attempt to hold. The election 
) | 3 will be clearly seen by compar- ; E 
eral preceed r elections runica 1 
( rhoma 2 
1 Bolivar Ps 
2 334 Washington 4,¢ 
1,910 | Issac nena 1,4 
415 Sharkey 7 
oni | Warren lt 
i 1.504 | Claiborne 1,2 
Jetferson 2, 154 
Adams 3 
: 2 | Wilkinson 
Potal 
Colored majority 14 
*Estimated. 
} THE FUTURE OF THE 8&¢ iu 
24) As I have said on a former occasion, there is, in my j 
| large element among southern white men who are honestly opp 
1,965 | to revolution, to violence, and to frauds in elections. So fai M 
; a sissippi is concerned [I know this to be true. The element t! 
: ported H. S. Foote for governor as against Jefferson D 
1,125 | element that earnestly opposed the secession of the State, b 
ered 1376 2,940 voters: 2,154 colored and 726 | acquies¢ ed in what they believed to be the will of the maj 
that the total vote polled was 975 less than | eloment is stillstrong in that State, but it has never yet been 
{ 5 registered. Tho democratic vete waa They have been made to believe that the policy of the r 
of white nien remiatered, Admit. | Panty inimical to southern interests, in consequence of wh 
] 
» failed or Were denied the ciskt bo wots mass of them have afliliated with an organization which has be 
ns a ll it will be seen that the dif. | 222¢ of the South for the last quarter of a century. Itis to be 
. in vote and the whole number of col- | that the inauguration of a new administration will rendet » 
b Whe oomeinsiom bs lemstaithle thak ont the utilization of this element and thus prevent the ultimate di st 
at teando  swindles upon the ballot-box was tion of that section of our country. If the present lawlessness 
rlw « republican county in the State. It was | allowed to continue ; if mob law is allowed to take the place of « 
n of the democracy. to carry the election law; if fraud is accepted as the popular method of carrying el cul 
? nossibbis. fornibie and unfairiv 1? eccessers. | and vy iolence as the legitimate plan of controlling public opinion, t 
le: i : | the decay of that section will necessarily follow. In this connect 
: 7 I will make a quotation from the minority report of Senators Bayan 
y the republicans were positively denied | and McDONALD, who, as members of a Senate committee, inves 
Or the boards that were appointed for hold- gated the Mississippi election of 1875, which I cordially indors 
: ‘c Uh on os Oe pre ee ts. I pre were reg- Having thus stated the limitations upon the power of Congress, which a1 
! i it id 1,204 whites. Republican clubs | forthe Constitution of our Government and to the decisions of its highest 
t 1 with a membership of over | tribunal has dictated, we cannot refrain from an expression of our abhorre 
li ut counted and ofticially | hearty reprobation of every act of lawless and so often brutal interferen 
) 1 el ¢, 2,905; republican, L591: the rizhts of citize nship which were related by witnesses in our pres¢ nes 
ran r ' i ‘ Prosperity and happiness can never thrive in a community where such scens 


























of the count 
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Y | violence can be enacted without condign punishment. By a law highert 


the “ wages of sin is death,” and it will be vain for the people of Mississippi t 
| for the advancement of their State to that position in the ranks of wealth 
ence, and reputation which those who love her would desire to see her 
| til the spirit of law shall be strengthened and assert itself over t 
classes,’ who have brought disrepute upon her good name, 
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The Electoral Count. 





REMARKS OF HON. A. 8. WILLIAMS, 


OF MICHIGAN, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 1, 1877, 


rs On the proceedings of the House upon the electoral count 
6 Mr. A. S. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I desire but a few moments 
| to explain my votes against the dilatory motions upon the decisions 


of the electoral commission made by many of my political friends 
this side of the House. 











me those 


of the 





I differ with them with unfeigned reluctance; ! 
rats who vote against these motions I recogniz 


e some 
( 


en 
ast and most experienced of the members of this House. 
The law under w hich we are now acting is entitled “ An act to pro- 
ie for and regulate the counting of votes for President and Vice- 
President, and the decision of questions arising thereon, for the term com- 
nencing March 4, A. D, 1877.” 
In eee 
plain that a commission was created to whom all the powers and rights 


of either or both Houses touching questions of counting the electoral | 
votes should be submitted for consideration and decision, to be final | 


inless both Houses shall determine otherwise.” 
I need not recount the circumstances that attended the passage of 
the threatening and gloomy prospect of irreconcilable dif- 
ferences of opinion between the two Houses as to the constitutional 
le of counting the electoral votes; the almost certain result of a 
declaration of the election of two Presidents, in the excited contest 
between the two Houses; and the “ bloody issue ” from this duality of 
Presidents of a possible civil war and universal anarchy of incon- 
ceivable duration and of immeasurable commercial ruin. 
thy 


was UIs 


this law: 


So general 
feeling of a great impending national calamity that both 
parties sought Ww ith eagerness for a tribunal to which these grave and 
exciting questions could be safely submitted. A committee of the 
two Houses, with unlooked-for unanimity, reported the law under 
ch we are now acting, and it secured the votes of democratic 
embers with but one dissenting vote in the Senate and but thirteen, 

I believe, in this House. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, what did we submit to this “ electoral com 
by the almost unanimous vote of the democratic party, 
led by a very considerable vote of the republican party ? Wesub- 
mitted and agreed— 

First. That “ no electoral vote or votes from any State from which 

one return has been received shall be rejected except by the 
tirmative vote of the two Houses.” 


roted 


mission 


In this, we reversed the often 
twenty-second joint rule that rejected the vote of a State 
un the dissent of either House. 


‘Secondly. We agreed to the indestructibility of the commission as 
tollows: 


When the commission shall have been thus organized it shall not be in the 7 
er Hlouse to dissolve the same or to withdraw any of its members ; but if any 
itor or Member shall die or become physica’y unable to p rform the du 
red by this act, the fact of such death or physical inability shall be by 
mmission, before it shall proceed further, communicated to the Senate or 
Representatives, as the case may be, which body shall immediately 
bate proceed by viva voce vote to fill the place so vacated, and the person 
rinted shall take and subscribe the oath hereinbefore prescribed and become 
vrof said commission; and in like manner, if any of said ju 
e Court shall die or become physically incapable of perfort r the d 
ed by this act, the other of said justices, members of the said commissior 
iediately appoint another justice of said court a member of said commis 
nd in such appointments regard shall be had totheimpartiality and freedom 
is sought by the original appointments to said commis who shall there 
immediately take and subscribe the oath hereinbefore prescribed and become 
uber of said commission to fill the vacancy so occasioned. 





ices of the 





ities 





fhirdly, touching the powers of the commission upon duplicate 
returns, we stipulated in this act: 


When all such objections so made to any certificate, vote, or paper from a State 
have been received and read, all such certificates, votes, and papers eted 

nd all papers accompanying the same, together with such ohjections, shall be 
forthwith submitted to said commission, which shall proceed to consider the same 
the same powers, if any, now possessed for that purpose by the two Houses 

ng separately or together, and, by a majority of votes, decide whether any and 
what votes from such States are the votes provided for by the Constitution of the 


so obye 





ted States, and how many and what persons were duly appointed electors in | 





», and may therein take into view such petitions, depositions, and other 
any, as shall, by the Constitution and now existing law, be competent and 
nt in such consideration ; which decision shall be made in writing, stating 
tly the ground thereof, and signed by the members of said commission agreeing 
cin; whereupon the two Houses shall again meet, and such decision shall be 
land entered in the journal of each House, and the counting of the votes shall 


1 conformity therewi.h, unless, upon objection made thereto in writing by 
east five Senators and five members of the House of ie ntatives, the two 


ses shall separately concur in ordering otherwise, in w such concur 
rder shall govern. 


rs, if 





rich cast 


Could language make plainer an entire submission of all the pow- 
ers and duties of both Houses respecting the electoral returns to this 
oint commission? Not simply of the law, but of the competency 


ind admissibility of proofs under the Constitution and the existing 
lia In short, the whole question of “going behind the returning | 


oards,” of what is the extent and true const ruction of the constitu- 

tional provision of article 2, section 2: 

Fact State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
vr of electors, equal to, &c. 


(nd of this other provision, much debated: 
The 


President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
‘sentatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted 


All was submitted to the consideration and determination of this 
{ commission established mainly by democratic votes. 

brief, Mr. Speaker, I can say for myself that in voting for this 
I intended by the act to remove from the conflicting opinions 
vitter partisan feelings of the two Houses of Congress to a 
ssion of selected members and to the more elevated and disinterested 
¢ judges of the Supreme Court, raised as was supposed above the in- 
tluences and seductions of a partisan character, all the grave questions 
Which seemed incapable of a peaceful solution by the two Houses. 


coIn- 
l 


i 
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the very title of the act and in the body of the law it is made 


power | 


and | 


I ex 









V al W the 
disappointii ent of eit] yaa I b col 
duties of the commission that just s e of fe vy asnow exists 
would naturally end y 

I had a well-grounded b f that a ssion selected in accord 
ance with the provisions of t k behind the frands 
and the perjuries of returning boards,and would deter 1e Wisely and 

| honestly what had been the actual and fair vote of » people of the 
several States. I certainly expected no partisan decisions from 





judges of the Supreme Court. My disapp 
| that of other members on this side of t Hou 
But granting all the charges brought against this 
| to be true, that they have d 


ntment is not less than 


se 
commission 


isregarded t law and the Constitution, 


| and followed solely partisan preferences and predilections in their 
| decisions, can I Justify myself in irnoring the law w hI helped to 


} make? ShallI stand excused while vot ig 

| tended practically to nullify a law of 

Government of the Republic in a state of 
What results are of 


to follow a defeat 
commission? ¢ Or 


elected ? 





for dilatory 
Congress, and to place 
chaotic uncertainty ? 
the decisions of this joint 


legally declare Mr I 


motions 1 


the 


an 


' fit t y li 1 
CONDSULLTUTIONALLY Lhaden 











} The Constitution provides for an election of the Louse in 
} a single contingency only, and that is 

|} If no person have such ma 

| Of all the electoral votes 

| then f the persons ha 1 r} t a not ex «lit thre m the 
| list of thos ted for as ui t » 

} 1 diately, by ballot 

| As there were but two candidates voted for by the electoral col 
| leges, it is plain that one or the other had a major We claim 
| that Mr. Tilden had that nd so claim we exclude the 
| possibility of a vote in weording to the above constitu 
} tional provision. 

| Itis plain, therefore, that in defeat the decisions of the commis 
sion we remit ourselves to the original contest between the two Houses 
| and its inevitable result—the declaratic of a President by each 

| House. We do just wl we voted to avoid when with extraordinary 
| unanimity we passed the electoral commission law We place in 

| jeopardy the peace of the na 1 We te for an ternal stri 
the end whereof no man can foresee 

Neither my conscience nor my judgment allows me to bea party to 


| such a fatal measure, 


| Ishall therefore continue to vote hereafter as I have done hereto 
fore, against all motions plainly dilatory and inte to obstr \ 

| completion of the presidential count by the commission established 
by law. I leave it to the people to apply the remedy future ele 
tions, and to award the punishments to the author f tho meas 

| ureless frauds and iniquities that palpab defeated the ill of ‘ 


people in the late presidential elect 


ount, 


| SPEECH OF HON. J. D. C. ATKINS, 
EF TENNESSE! 
IN THE HOUSE OF 


February 


An the a mana of ¢ 


Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Speaker, I vot 
lowing reasons, as wel thers w 

First. Because the Senate and Hou uti 
Constitution, to count the votes for President, have equal powers and 
therefore must proceed to count conjoint 

Second. Because the two Hous 
rule by which the two bodies in jo 
the count, the Senate re ulit 
rule by which the president 
1872. 


Third. Because 


| The Electoral ¢ 


O} 
REPRESENTATIVES, 
1277, 


24 


ed forthe « 


ectoral bill for the 


ich I have not time to mention 


fol 
iso 


3¢ of Represent ves, under the 


y. 


ould not agree upon a common 


int convention could proceed in 


pe gy orabroyva rth twenty-sec 


ond joint 
1n68 and 





ial votes had been counted in 


the House ¢ I 


ould not proceed 


1 


to declare that there 
was no election without the concurrence of the Senate, and was there 
fore debarred from the discretion and exercise of its constitutional 


| prerogatives to elect the President in the co1 


vided for in 
the Constitution. 


itingency pro 





Fourth. Because it is not denied anywhere, or by anybody, that 
| the Senate intended to count the republican candidate into office in 
the event that the two Houses did not agree upon a plan of count 
| ing the vote. 
| Fifth. Because this plan seemed t resent the only show or 
chance whatever for tl of the } | is expressed at the | ~ 
on the 7th of Nove bye to bel ted in the count 
Sixth. Because this b ind is the 
on] pian which co eet t } oOrea H ( ‘ 
Seventh. Because t ! ‘ , it fairly and t OX ted 
would give satisfaction to tl peop * avoid the danyer u 
motion, perhaps war, and effect thie « of peace and justices 
| Kighth. Because romised a of the presidential issue 
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Phis crowning wrong of the country inflicted upon the 1il 


the people, this national robbery of the people’s franchi 


] 1 , res mI ) 
le Tew atidacious conspirators who appropriate the emo 


but tends to undermine the public confidence in fre 
degrades the natior iuthority in the minds of 
It forces many of the masses of the republican vy 
indorse the infamous usurpation through fear of the scorpiar 
a domineering and unscrupulous partyism. Hundreds of t! 
of them, however, who are too honest to indorse fraud, and 
} too brave and decent to follow the hybrid banner borne by We 
Casanave, assisted by the cight recreants of the commission ar 
army of radical office-holders and hungry expectants, with R 
| ford B. Hayes in their lead, with the blush of conscious guilt ma 
| his cheek, and his eyes cast upon the ground, will forever tur 
backs upon a party which owes it success to fraud, falseho 
spiracy, illegality, and to the patience of the people, wor 
wrong and insult, but yet so patriotic and so loyal to peace 
and loveli- | forms of law, that they wisely wait for a redress of g 
¢ fraud and cor- ballot-box. 
ked the sensi Many speculations are being just now indulged in as to t] 
status of parties. Golden promises have doubtless been offer 
said in advocating the elect- | bright visions of auspicious fortune have been portrayed 
ind too that he was a mem- | political canvass of southern expectancy with the hope of 
16 bill and subsequently | the people from their integrity and their devotion to the prit 
reading the oath which the | constitutional liberty so long emblazoned upon the banner 
1 to take, he said: } democracy. Foreign missions, cabinet places, judgeships, ar 
| tres are liberally spoke n of by the arant-coureurs of the new 


Phese messengers of good news, now so thickly whirling in t] 
ical atmosphere, without weight or any uniform direction, are 
motion of the leaves of the forest, which tloat conspicuous 
the circumambient currents of the air just before the arrival 

| tornado, when, in the twinkling of an eye, they mount the st 
are scattered into nothingness. The moderate men of Mr. H 
friends delude themselves into the belief that he will adopt 
and constitutional policy toward the prostrate States of So 
lina and Louisiana. These are the fitful gales which prec 
storm. Why did the republicans of this House vote agai 

| nizing the Nicholls and Hampton governments of South Car 
Louisiana? Thos men of iron will and of unserupulous int 
originated the plan of the conspiracy, and whose executive 

have the spectac le of | have well-nigh consummated its success, although not in the 


shis than this 


nscientious judges we | originally conceived, which was by the daring assumption of 
ss partisans, igno‘ing | control on the part of the Senate, but through corrupt judges 
ir arbitrament, refusing | partisans, although now in the background, will as soon as: 
\ lana, Where the evidence would | of mishap is passed move forward tothe front and engineer t 
‘democratic electors were elected by from | ure they have made. Why should they not? They made h 
, While in other cases reversing their A President created by such men, while he isnominally at t 
and versing their own decisions | of a government, he yet has no more control than the weak 
vhere such inconsistency and self- | poseless princes we read of in history who are oftentimes 0; 
of the republican candidate. | and managed by powerful and wicked ministers, who have 1 
audacious and villainous pro- | the reigns of such sovereigns the bloodiest and most reve 
ional returning board, composed | record. Mr. Hayes will be at the head of his administration it 
twodesperate and abandoned white men, | but he is like an engineer chained to a weak and feeble locor 
ready to sell the electoral vote of Louisi- | which is attached an immense train, behind which huge eng 
not denied by any honest man, com- | driven} impelling by their superior force and power the entir 
sand perpetrated the most tlagitious crimes in | madly and wildly on to destruction, even though the chief sho 
sof their office, terpose his ineffectual resistance. No Cassandra forebodings 
rning board deserves (as no sincere man will | my anticipations. If these predictions are not the logical conc 
» the withering scowl, indignation, and con- | of the events recently and now about to transpire, then must 
fair-minded men, what will theenlightenedciv- | cease to follow cause. 
and of Europe think of the eight members of If the mailed hand of Federal power is intended by the repr 
inmission Who indorse the results of their falsehood, treachery, | administration now so anxiously and nervously expected to ly 
md fraud?) And whocan pect the chief beneficiary of all thiserime | ened from its iron grip upon the freedom of the people of two St 
and corrupt! VI an draw a line of distinetion between the | and of the whole South so far as the principle is concerned, w! 
onduet of tl uisiana returning board, the commission, and the | agree to remove the Army at once and allow the people to elect 
dual who conse weept the highest oflice in the gift of | own rulers in their own way, under the Constitution of the | 
1 ) knows that he was not elected to it | States? No; these are delusive promises to smooth the present 
it through those instrumentalities of | culties and relieve apprehensions which naturally spring up 
lent and partisan ruling at which a | mind of broken faith and conscious guilt. 
h. This conduct brings the tinge of These overtures are already growing weaker, if we are to ju 
n’s cheek. Not having lost faith in | them from the insolence again beginning to assert itself as thi 


ut 


ast there was one repository for jus- | of victory approaches. The same mad rule of hate, reveng 
the deterioration in the public morals | cupidity crops out of the very indicia of the future policy. 
ntain of public administration yet un If the southern people would surrender their manhood, pr 
the judic !—the Supreme Court of the United States. | character, and political convictions, and en masse link themselves 
las, that fancied security proved an illusion! Who, now, will | the car of radicalism, they might enjoy a season of prosperity un 
nee the decisions of a Miller, a Strong, or a Bradley ? | the lavish system of bounties, subsidies, largesses, and offi 
fault his plan does not lie in the law creating this com- | which rumor has spoken so industriously of late. But it wou Lon 
recreant men who swore to be impartial, | be temporary; the relief would only be such as debauchery produ 
Phe law isa good one if executed fairly. Of} a stupefaction of the sensibilities and a numbness of the « 
power of human ken to have looked into the | organs of the body-politic. However gilded the slavery, ther 
read tl ‘ hey are; the life-tenure of | be no real relief to a proud man, through whose veins com 
rset f and all | ancient and heroic blood of the Anglo-Saxon race, if he is not a 
vorld | to live in a government based upon the consent of the ¢ r 
memorable principle canonized by the blood of 
which Washington fought and Montgomery fell. 
vrace ? | and genuine people of the S uth willaccept no favor 
in the wilderness | aid of whatever description which propose a bargain and s ile of 
pt, shelterless, unpitied, d ; fit only for asso- | honor, manhood, and political convictions. I do not believe that 


damned, | man of prominence from the South has entertained the thoug 











reneral Goy 


mprovements and material development t] 











eithel party is not to ’ but she i t | 

rself for a price. The Sor 10t so craven and self ars 

to pride and manhood as to be wi ling to barter her love f ire 
nent for even the most splendid inaterial and commercial ad 

re s, coupled with slavery however vilded. Until the heel of 

ppre ssor is removed from her bowed neck and she stands onet 
proudly erect, she will scorn an alliance with any men or party 


t does not acknowledge her equality in the Union. 
Mr. Speaker, this national melodrama, the last acts of which will 
transpire, has left strewn upon its boards many wrecks which 
»wwly descending curtain of time can never hide from the search- 
raze of an outraged and deeply wronged people. These broke: 
s of national honor, public justice, judicial fairness, and sacred 
which lie scattered in wild confusion, the booty of iconoclasti 
s. will, when these actors, when this generation shall sleep wit 
thers and unborn millions shall oceupy our places, stand upon th 
ful page of history as monuments of the greatest crime that ever 
kened the annalsof mankind. They will mark a place and an 
our country’s history which the patriot will ever seek to avoid ; 
the pillar of salt in the land of Sodom, they will ever point 
er to a time, and a place, and to a character which the 
eye of God will blast as with the breath of his curses, seven times 
rthan a furnace. Let us draw black lines around this paye of 
listory ; nay, for the honor of our common country, is thers 


( 





scorch 


l 
no 


that the historian will expunge it from the record of our annals | 


leave a blank that shall forever excite the curiosity of posterity 
But amid all these wrecks of ruin there stands « mspicuou 
il tigure clothed with the drapery of hideous night, with not 
f light relieving the darkness that envel 


of ops it unyvainly 


"Tis the mind and heart and soul of an unjust judge, 


one 


ruiols. 


lers tell us, in wandering through the imperial seven-hilled 
ol 


various objects of interest, in the long ages ago, which 
i scattered fragments ; but when they approach the sp. 

sin crumbling ruins the once-renowned coliseum, wit! 

sthe voices of patriotism and eloquence charmed the 1 
earsof conscript fathers and amid whose regal courts and from whose 
d bench emanated the great principles of law and justice which 
ome down to us through hoary centuries, and to-day form the 


pedestal upon which English and American jurisprudence rests, they 
pause and, silently gazing upon that ancient monument of human 
pe, fame, power, learni 


how 








ive 





yg, and aspiration, wonder: 


And can it be, 
That this is all that’s left of the« 


Sir, when I look npon the scenes of this hour and feel the pulsations 
honest and intelligent constituency throbbing in my own heart, 


} 
{ 


athizing with their bitter disappointment and sharing t] 


Let 


Hh 


rable contempt for the petty legal subterfuges and technical 
ms intended to cover up a mighty fraud, and when seeing that 





e American judiciary, the last hope and bulwark of free 
t, (save in the people themselves) becomes the 
t of wickedness, I ask: 


overn 


apex of this mon- 
l 


And can it be 
That this is all that’s left of the« 


Amid all these wrecks of former greatness and public virtue the 
use of democracy, of the people, although defeated, need not de- 
Spall If the people have been betrayed let us democratic Represent- 
es, Who claim to represent the people, not forget that our 

he cause of law and order. It has not been deemed best by those 
are the chosen leaders to resort to other than peaceful remedies. 

us remember that our mission is to save, not to ruin oul 


Cuuse 


coun 
, although the democratic party fora time is cheated out of a great 
Victory and out of their political rights. 
In the present uncertainty of the powers of Congress under the 
oustitution, and the divergent views of democratic statesmen of 
uestioned patriotism and admitted ability, we are brought up 
irely to the point whether we shall abide this unrighteous de 
on or seek to overthrow it without further legislation providing 
igainst admitted defects in our system. For myself, I would gladly 
v, as I would three months ago, cling to any proposition, legal and 
tutional, which would eliminate the country from this extraor- 
inary embarrassment and insure the triumph of the right, believ- 
ing as I do that we as a party or as representatives owe these viola 
of the spirit and letter of the law of the electoral commission 
spect, but absolute contempt. But I ean see no positive relief 
ul as yet, no mode that furnishes al 








solute and certain escape, 








{some opportunity might present itself I have not felt it to 
duty to vote for motions urging forward and hastening the 
mation of this gigantic crime, but have mniformly voted for 
: 0 consider each phase of the case as it present tseil 
oman tell me that honor binds me to ¢ 
in voice or vote to accomplish uinkl con ( His pel 





l treach iat would 


and 


erous result. I owe a party and a commission t] 
guilty of such punic faith, nothing. My restraints 


in 


1,)? 
ODA 
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‘ ‘ arith \ \ ‘ 
ti if both Houses ca i’ And ta refer see (if the S 
ute 1 not co il HI } been n e 
by t electoral colleg : ‘ H mld eleet) the 
President of the Senate bx he P f the United States 
by virtue of his office, wl oF 48 vet provide for under the 
Constitution, if not already the | < . President would, al 
though not chosen by the people directly, be free from the objection 
| of being counted in by frand and inaugurated by force. This talk 
| of observing faith with faithless men, of maintaining honor with 
| dishonorable men, of executing mtracts with law-bre rs, is like 
| payinga forfeit upon y e extorted at the mou f a pistol by 
» hi iymman after he has becor your capti No, sir; I want 
| the world to know that I repudiat repudiators of the law 
| the rights of the people in this ca f I can tind the mod est 
| which will not leave us to batt! vith greater lls thar i é 
have, 
hese are momentous tir 3,and great events crowd close upon each 
| other, he responsibility is not all on one sid The frauds and 
} usurpations of our political opponents impose ne ind ti ¥ respon 
| sibilities upon the cet it rty hi day if we 
} would snecessfully bat inju 
tice triumph thi uch artfal ( e may 
| not recover in many years the part vanta law and 
| order was slowly ga la ; var. 
I cannot, I will not bt my acts, leave t] out a Chief 
Executive. Anybody is better than nobod Thes ed behests of 
| civilization, and ull the vied and comp ited interests of this acs 
| of human progress and scientific development, forbid that we should 
| leave the vessel of stat vithout a ine Whit lL cannot wok mpon 
| a dist ipted government, it ral ‘ royed and its differ 
‘nt members thrown from their centripetal attraction, abandoned 
land floating out upon th reles of anarchy, without fear and 
|} trembling. Southern democrats \ e with north al erat 
in rallying around the tlag of our co on country. If there be no 
other alternative but to yield to 1 surpation, four years, M 
Speaker, may bea long it 1 ue 
i nation’s life-time. The mo rof th i )» vin 
this moment of perp r \ ‘ rnd the ad ition of all 
good men, and this ma evice f patriot rte ill stand f 
them a witness before the bar of poster vhen the conspirators and 
} returning boards and electoral Commissioners will have sunken be 
neath Lethe’s dark waves to rise no more forever 
Mr. Speaker, in all the y la I tations of tl md 
damning transaction I have been ed by the best dy 
ment atforded as to what is the p of d of law thi 
Constitution, and int path I endeavored faithfu | 
And when the excitement a 1 pass wl | ow | Ish \ 
in this Federal Capitol shall subsid ul t] irbitrament i ib 
| mitted, as submitted it m b 0 ra nquest of the people 
these iniquitous conspirators, covered with the spoils of ill-gotten 
| p! wee, and pufted with the insolence of office to which they were never 
lawfully chosen, will, like the finally impenitent, pray for the rocks 
and the mountains to fall up ith 1and hide them from the eyes of 
men, and, if possible, from the scorching gaze of the Eternal 
Successful wrong may tlourish f i While, and rejoicing and exulta 
tion may swell the chorus of the inpers for a se 
| tisan congratulations will be extended to the miseralb 
treachery and corruption h pl 1 this result 
|ecoming when an enlightened and virtuous pub 
| spurn the actors in this crime and drive them in 





| 





lasting ostracism, 





WV l 77 
On lexa iP fic R 1 
Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, before proceeding h the 
views which I desire to submit in favor of the bill reported f c 
Comnnitt he Pacitie R ul I hto refer te 
{ Li of ‘ ty t 
1 f y ‘ it 
T Te? 
{ { 
re uncompro wos i 
the other hand s 






























































































































































































































































































































































re 


APPENDIX TO ‘1 


on 


ot 


ole country than 


il benefit of that sec 


ommerce of Whichare still pros 


nye cy 


ur li War, or as 


Lmeas- 
annot but 
miber of this body. 


important 


! iportane et 


nea 
rm 
the 
of the 
onnected in our business relations that 
tr of unportant part 


sly affect the well-being of 


section of 


nee even to the most 


} 
in 


political differences 


} + . 
people ditferent sections of 


, 


stries and wae one 


Louisiana and South 
ind Massachusetts 


at 


the 
perhaps as 


utter 


‘arolina without 
yu pathizing 
me ere Republic, certainly as fellow 
1 and West depend a prosperous North and 
var lields of South no longe r yield 
of the soil and tens of thousands of toilers 


turies will 


| pon a prosperous Sou 
int Let 


ort to the cultivat 


the co mand su tiie 


ors 
to cheerless hearthstones. 


rthern home 


the South cease to produce that which her people can exchange 
sof the North East and both se« 
Leta blight fall upon the grain fields of 
thwest and Cal the mines of 

ila Cease 7 , or let 
ff from the n t wr want of the mear 

of the co 
} it} 


erchants with 


hout the 


n Mian UL ae ro 


he manufactured fabric and 


will be alike 


ereat Nor 


nyured 
Colorado and 
their produc ts be 


fornia, oF 
cious me 
s of transportation, 
try feels the sho k, and 
their millions go down 
in throug length and breadth 

1,7 


iderable 


of 
poverty, 


rht prove th ( ms section of 
! hich 


iwuisl es in 


this 


va degree prosperity while any 


Inportant tion la 
know of 
ty to the ent 


mith, and give 


atesm 


etter cal 


no eflort of st lated to restore 
the waste places in 
perity which sl 


judgment 


ship l 


per country than to build up 


~ 


1e 
there 


once ¢ njoyed 


Is ho measure 


ly secure that prosperity than 


aws, treat her as an equal of the North, of the 
ier have a fair proportion of the protection, the 
erred by the Government, and the result 
renewed life and vigor thus given will add ten fold 
n, ten d to nsumption of northern fabrics 
the wealth of the will greatly in- 
ised, a new era of prosperity will begin, and the balance of trade 
1 turn favor 

The bill re ported by 


(0 


ve the ul just 
ind West; | 
wna 
w that the 
productio 


let 


ietits bounties conf 


her 


a westel 


fol her co 


n produce hation be 
Ih oul 
t} ( 


the ymmittee on the Pacific Railroad, grant- 
in the construction of a southern trans- 
tinental railway, has been printed and laid on each member's 
sk; and I trust 


eration 


‘ 
vernment credit to aid 


ind not permit themselves to be 
its merits 
that 


nt of by prejudice or preconceived ideas, inculcated by 
have made war on the measure without understand- 
ntention rival interests that are determined 
to the P Ocean. 

teresting the chairman of the com- 
ely and clearly the main features of the meas- 
that I deem it unnecessary to weary the patience of the House 
recapitulation of them. But, sir, before proceeding with my 
nt, Le tt forbear referring to some of the objections that 

been urged to the proposition submitted by the committee, and 
irnestly invoke the attention of my southern friends, and those 
the North who may be disposed to lend us a helping Land, to the 


Ver 


» ip Ts 
or by 


: ; 


acihe 
il 1 in 


nits so stre 


report of 


prese m 


Tht mine 


I shall make to these objec tions, 
Ir. Speaker, [have been surprised and astonished to hear the charge 
that the ire as presented in this bill is not for the benetit 
outh, but that its object is to build up the interests of north- 
erce. Nothing more absolutely untrue could be stated. This 
hern measure, with already two completed connections 
n, and the third under construction ; wit 


sbui , and Memphis ; bran 


mea 


1 branches to 


these hes and connec 


1 I is, ULL SINT tred and ninety 
hes traverse Arka 

hundred and ninety-three miles of railway 
thin the three great cotton-pro- 


nsas and Louisiana, making 


= 


ited W se 


Iilg CONGRESS 


main line 


the 


of | 


that members will give its provisions careful con- | 
influenced in their judg- | 


| tent with the main line without the branches. 


IONAL RECORD. 


ing 


railroad sy 


wt 


and which will wh 
stem throughout 


ites, 1 completed connect 
South! 

But, sir, this charge is made because of the Vinita connect 
Saint Louis. It originates in a quarter that never has been { 
to southern interests, and I regret that southern 
have been led astray by it. The representatives of the variou 
ests opposed to the construction of a southern transcontinent 
have been the circulators of this absurd charge. 
what foundation there is for such a statement. Of course, trans 
tinental commerce would avail itself of the Vinita branch, but 


ire the 


some 


Now, sir, let 


such of it as would be best accommodated by taking the route to 4 


from Saint Louis. That city has already two connections wit! 
, one at Sherman and the other at Texarkana; so that 
that should the Vinita branch never 


require a run of only a few hours longer to reach 


one Can 
it would 
Louis. 
Again, sir, does not every man of ordinary intelligence com) 
that commerce has her own laws, and that trade and travel j t 
bly use the shortest and least expensive available routes? Wit] 
the Vinita branch it cannot be doubted that northern trad: 
avail itself of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway from S 
man, Texas, to Saint Louis, and of the Iron Mountain Railroad f; 
Fexarkana. But would it be just to force this trade and travel] 
the longer line, when no interest could be subserved ex« ept t 
the railroad companies transporting it? No southern city o1 
could reap the slightest benetit by forcing such commerce ont 
most direct line, 


dens of commerce. 


Ree be constr 


~ 


ck 


It is the object of this measure to lessen thx 
The supposition that the owners and mar 
of eleven or twelve hundred miles of railway in Texas would 
trary to their own interest, turn transcontinental traffic away 1 

their own line for the benefit of the Vinita branch and Saint Li 
too monstrous to be treated otherwise than with derision. Hes 
assertion that the Vinita branch robs this measure of its « 
southern, favor is a fallacy too absurd for patient or respectful | 
sideration. 

But there are other considerations, in connection with the \ 
branch, that ought not to be forgotten. It should be remet 
that Congress has passed laws to encourage, by donations « 
a road from the northern lakes to the Pacific Ocean, with a 
branches, with a land grant of 45,000,000 acres. It has also end 
the Union and Central Pacific, and their numerous branches, 
land grants of more than fifty million acres, and with mor 
$53,000,000 in bonds. It has also bestowed upon the Atlant 
Pacilic Railroad Company 42,000,000 acres of land to aid in the 
struction of a road on the thirty-fifth parallel, and granted la 
the amount of 18,000,000 acres to the Texas and Pacific Railway ( 
pany. These several acts were passed in the interest of the \ 
sections of our widely extended country, and werethought to lx 
to the extreme north, to the extreme south, and to the peopl 
ested in the intermediate lines of the thirty-fifth and fortieth pa 
respectively. Sothat we findthe Atlantic and the Pacitic, or the t 
fifth parallel route, by the provisions of the bill under consid 


{ 
I 
I 


tion, surrenders its claim to more than forty-one millions of acres 
land, as the consideration for a Government guarantee of the interest 
upon the cost of constructing three hundred and twenty-tive miles 
| railway; a line, for its length, of more importance to the Gove: 
{ ment than any other on the continent, and a line of more va 
Its construction would g 


rexas than any of the other branches, 

peace to her northern border and render valuable her multiplic 
ions of acres of land that have been dedicated to her common s 
and populate a portion of her territory, now entirely uninhab 
larger than the State of New York; besides affording the sli 
and nearest route to northern markets for the beef-cattle that 
produced on her western plains. 


Then, sir, in the interest of the whole country, in the interest 


the Government, and especially as a representative from Tex 
her interest, do I favor this Vinita branch. 
provided for in this bill a shorter and more direct connection 


| Galveston, which was attempted to be secured in committee, 
gut if Ishould 


which I still hope to see adopted by the House. 


I regret that there is 


disappointed in this reasonable and just expectation, I cannot ath 


to do my section and my State, as well as the whole country, an in 
Wi 


culable wrong and injury by opposing the main proposition. 
Texas are not selfish with regard to this measure, and would ly 
But how can we « 
the reasonable demands of commerce and our southern neighbor 
the outlets provided for in this bill? 

Who is there, acquainted with the facts, that does not know 
with our present railroads and water connections the trace 
production of Texas alone are unable to be accommodated ? 


many weeks during the present season, With our outlets toG ilvest 


und other Gulf ports by several lines of railway, to New Or! 

| River, to Memphis, and Saint Louis by the lron Mountain 

souri, Kansas and xas Railroads, our products have bee 
market ! 1 freights delayed in like manuel 
would the condition be, with a through line to the Pacific, 
vast increase of population and production which would be su 
duced by such a work? How extremely unstatesmanlike, then, w 
it be to arrest that commerce while waiting for the uncertain ! 


T 
nd returt 


mh 


] 









of Red River, or make it dependent upon the unregulated 
| by the Texas Central, the Iron Mountain, and the Misso 


eos and Texas Railroads, which are now unable to do the local 
[hese considerations are so important that none who weigh 
in fail to appreciate their force. lo my mind, at least, they 


t acomplete justification for the cordial support I shall give to 
branches. 
ng answered these objections, I proceed at once to the consid 
of the bill, and inquire— 
Is there a necessity for this action on the part of Congress? To 
that such necessity exists it is only necessary to state a few 
facts so apparent, when mentioned, as to fasten conviction upon the 
.t casual observer. 
First. The Vinita branch traverses the whole extent of the Indian 
rerritory from its northeast to its southwest corner. In this Terri 
ive situated large numbers of Indians for which you have re 
appropriated large sums for transportation alone. 
Second. The main line traverses nearly a thousand miles of the most 
posed portions of the frontiers of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 
vy infested by the most treacherous of all the Indian tribes, 
ecessible to the operations of the Army, and in aregion, where 
depredations have been committed by the Indians during the 
t ten years, than in all the other Territories and borders of the Gov 
ent combined. 
fhird. Along the line of the proposed road and tributary to it, the 
Government for years past has maintained more than forty military 
sts, garrisoned by nearly one-half of the entire Army, where sup- 
sfor both Indians and troops have to be transported long distances, 
vreat cost and much risk, by wagons. 
Fourth. One thousand miles of the line runs directly along and 
r to the territory of a foreign government, whose people are con 
tly depredating upon the citizens and the property of the citi- 
of this Government. 
Fifth. We have the very best military authority indorsing the con- 
ction of a transcontinental railroad as among the surest and 
hest means of settling our Indian troubles. 
Sixth. Outside of these considerations, if a necessity exists for the 
Government each sneceeding year to make large appropriations to 
out rivers, improve harbors, and erect light-houses for the bene- 
tof trade and commerce between the States and with foreign coun 
ries, is there not a like necessity to do something for the transcon- 
ital commerce of the nation, the inland commerce between the 
ites of the Pacific and Atlantie coasts, and the 
neree of the Territories of the Government ? 
Because some of the States and Territories have no harbors and no 
ivigable streams, although they have immense productions for ex 
rt and for exchange with other States and great demanu for the 
brics and products of sister-States, are they to be denied the pro- 
ting care and support of the Government ? 


mad 





trade and com- 


Jhio, West Virginia, and Maryland, with an extent and fertility of 
| capable of producing (withont interfering with her large pro- 
ction of wheat, barley, oats, corn, sugar, mules, horses, cattle, and 
sheep) more cotton, if she had the labor and transportation to get it 
) market, than is produced in all other countries to-day. Is she to 
he taxed to aid in clearing out the Mississippi, the Ohio, the Missouri, 
and other streams, and to pay principal and interest on the Union 
ifie and California Central and other railroad bonds because she 
is no navigable waters to which you can make annual appropria- 
ns? Are New Mexico and Arizona and Nevada and Utah to be 
denied all aid from the Government to foster and promote their com- 
merce because they have been denied by nature navigable rivers? Is 
the commerce of China and Japan, of the Indies and Australia, that 
desires to seek transit across our territory to our own ports or to 
Lurope, and the trade of our own States and Territories to be forever 
hject to the exactions of one greai monopoly, over which Congress 
srems to have no control; or shall American statesmanskip strike off 
le galling shackles that now fetter it, by passing this measure and 
ive to this great and growing commerce an open highway ove1 


which Congress may at all times exercise an undisputed and healthy 
nirol ? 
AOL ge 


lhen, sir, may I not insist that, in a military point of view, there 
is a necessity for this work ? 

As the speediest solution of the Indian troubles is there not a 
necessity for it? 

Asa measure of economy in the transportation of troops, mnni- 

ns, and supplies to the Army and the Indians, is it not an absolute 

at 


For the speedy and safe transmission of your mails, is it not de- 
il cle d ? : 


Do not the protection and promotion of commerce between the 
tates and in the Territories and between our ports and the ports of 
sn governments both justify and require it? 
Having thus shown the necessity for the work, the next question 
naturally presents itself to the mind is as to sufliciency of the 
rity to the Government for the liabilities it will assume should 


| If it cannot be established that this security 


ore 


8 


bill become a law. 


umple beyond any possible contingency, I should be as far from 
cording it my support as any gentleman on this floor. 


tLattention to this branch of the 


IT ask 


subject, for 








Look at Texas, larger than the States of New York, Pennsylvania, 
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ine Country 
thin the b 
he richest an 
ition, and 
average vit ‘ ahalf bal per; 
30,000 bales per annum, being 46,000 Dale 8S nor 
nfiire crop of the United States for 1875 and 1876. Or 
unount of land was cultivated in wheat, with an averace 
fifteen bushels per acre—a moderate estimate for that reg 
should have the enormous amount of 190,050,000 bushels pei 
at the rate of three hundred and fifty bushels to the 
ivs to the train, and twenty-four trains a day, wou 


days aud nights to transport the 


ultivated in cotton alone, making the same calen 
snumber of cars to the train, and one train for every 
nd night, it would require three hundred and twent 


hours tomove such a« rop to market. In othe 


lL requiraover three years to move one season’s whe 
ly one year to move the cotton crop. 
, sir, is no fanciful picture. To make it a reality all 
requisite is sneha population as the country described can 
support, and the means of transportation for its products. 


: As a matter of course, it would not be desirable to cult 
trom ss 


: much soil in any one crop, nor would it be done ; but this pres 
north and ; 


| show the capacity of the country for production 
tion in a variety of crops would yield the same result 
transportation 
embraces no account of the agricultural products, liy 
to be furnished by t rreat area of territor: 
sand square miles in extent, west of the on 
ridian and between the o Grande and the Kansas 


1 
} 


iter, an 

ife to say that tl 
from 650,000 to 7FOOQ,000 
per bale, from $32,000,000 
urs, When our present popu 


, - \ i wou 


heap and speedy transporta 


1 
i 
d 


me dependent upon ; proposed lines for an o 

sy reference, Mr. Speaker, to the last report of the Secretar 
Interior, we find that the net earnings of the Union Pacific ai 
ii sciak iia Shia fornia Central Pac ifie Railroads for the current year amount t 
re hi | large sum of $14,386,626.03 5; or, apon a line 1,913 miles in leng 
Omaha to San Francisco, that these roads are earning annual 
per mile, a sum sufficient to pay the interest on a bonded i 
ness, at 5 per cent. per annum, of $150,400 per mile. 


Now, the utmost bonded debt the companies could ineu 


railroad properti 


ne Crovernimetl 


drive: 


provisions ol this bill would be $40,000 per mile on the m 
835,000 per mile on the San Diego extension, and $30,000 pet 
the Vinita and other eastern connections. This is the outsi 
and the Government would only be liable, on acconnt of 
from 381,500 to $2,000 per mile, and not to this extent if the 
construction falls below the limit allowed, which I believe w 
case, 

I desire ie attention of gentlemen to these striking figur 

his extraordinary showing of earnings upon ft] 
alifornia Central is upon aline of road traversi! 
of country of inferior natural resources, many hundr 
rich are devoid of population, except in isolated Spots, ant 
vhich vast sums of money have to be expended during the 
months to keep it open for travel, and, further, that this ear 
od when transcontinental commerce is in its infan 
of great commercial depression. 

Such being the facet, may I not ask, if this line, with 
advantages of costly operation aud frequent interruption to 
its sparse population and unproductive soil, earns a sum suffi 
pay an interest or 5 per cent. on a debt of $150,400 per mile, ca 
be a doubt, when the southern line provided for in this bill s 
in operation from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, that its « 
ings will be as large? Certainly, no one acquainted with the 
parative merits of the regions of country penetrated by the tw 
can doubt it. 

And when it is considered that nearly 70 per cent. of t 
of the Union and Central Pacific pes is derived from local t 
the view presented is more than contlirmed. 

It is in no invidious spirit that a comparison is instituted bet 
the present and proposed line of Pacific roads, to the disad 
of the former, for, whatever may have been the recklessnes 


gressional liberality in the grant of lands and money to it, 1 


hardly an enlightened man in the land who would be wil 
rate of $2,307 the Government should take back its gifts and by some Aladd 
| enchantment obliterate the magic line across the continent 
for the construction | has annihilated space, established civilization in the gorges 
hat the Government | Rocky Mountains, and brought the dwellers on two oceans int 


three connties in | neighborship. 


}y 
ne ea 


uare | But I merely desire to show that, as the proposed southet 


ne hundreds 
} bl 


l 
tate west of the one traverses a couniry of superior advantages, it would be ab! 
» Grande north to | its obligations to the Government: be a boon to the con 


ependent upon the | world, and of advantage to the whole country. The one st 
h parallels of forty and forty-o1 
ie ‘ he 


iree counti ar grees north li titude; over elevations varying fron x toeig 


t 
| facilities. | across the continent on the hig 


na pre duction of any i ul at feet above the sea level: sulbje ct quent and da 
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iptions; traversing a thousand mil 
ictive country, much of it as dead 4 
{ animal life as the Desert of 
iking contrast to this is the 
third parallels, the highest elevations 
usand feet above tide-water; passi: 
tward through ten de 


. the continent can boast; thence across the 


grees of lony 
to the valley of the Rio Grande, famous fo wheat, grapes, 
fruit; thenee along the rich valleys and grassy plains of Arizona 
| Southern California, with its western terminus upon the Bay of 
Diego, rivaling in beauty the celebrated Bay of Naples and in a 
ite as genial as that of Southern Italy. 
Besides the difference in climate, productiveness of soil, and ca- 
vy for rearing live stock a 1@ southern line, it should be 
tioned that the inexhaustible pine forests of Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Eastern Texas would afford a local tratlic to supply Western 
is and New Mexico with lumber that would be a constant source 
enue to the road, and in this connection, as another 
ocal traffic, it should be remarked that the main 
sh extensive fields of excellent coal. 
ther great source of trafiic and prosperity to this line of road 
be its proximity, for several hundred miles, to the northern 
‘ Me xico. 
is no country known to civilization so prolific in the precious 
especially silver, as these states. According to recent au 
thorities the annual average coinage of the precious metals in Mexico 
cannot be less than $26,000,000 in silver and $3,000,000 in gold. Of 
thislarge amount a very great proportion is produced from the mines 
to the proposed line of road. 
Phe construction of the road would be the means of introducing 
nery and skilled labor into these mines that would stimulate 
eir production to an extraordinary degree. 
It is a noteworthy fact that while the United States and Mexico, compani 
ter republies, have more than two thousand miles of contiguous 
tory, we enjoy but 15 per cent. of her foreign trade. per inile of 
With the construction of the proposed railroad and the results that | time to make 
d naturally flow from it in the construction of a line from | were no other 
Paso to the cities of Chihuahua, Durango, Queretaro, and to the | first 
of Mexico; and from Tucson, in Arizona, to Guaymas, on the | by t] 
fornia Gulf, the condition of things would change, and instead of ‘ 
o being an exporter to European markets of her precious metals 
consumer of the goods obtained in exchange, American labor 
lsupply the fabrics, machinery, and goods required for Mexican 
ption, and a new source of wealth would reward American « 


leat 
completiol 


mortgage on prope 
1 Government, 
deny that it woul 
Government w 

Phen, sir, n 
il ortatior nd 
i} mile, altogether, 

tain to hold the Gover 


an interest not 


h in mineral deposits as are the northern states of Mexico, 
‘erritories of New Mexico and Arizona fall but little behind 


vecnn 
; eleven hundred 
ficient is Known to warrant the assertion that when machinery | dred miles. and $1 
be carried there, and life is safe from Indian outrages, the mines | No eandid and um 
these Territories will prove to be as rich as the mines of Nevada. | Mfr. § 
t this very time rich ores of gold and silver in the natural state are 
ng transporte d on mules to Yuma, and thence shippe d down the 
Colorado to the Gulf of California, and thence by sea to San Fran 
cisco; While crude copper, in bars, is hauled in Mexican earts from 
the copper-mines in New Mexico, a distance of nearly five hundred 
les, to meet railroad transportation. 
hat, Mr. Speaker, recurring to the point as to the value of the 
property proposed to be mortgaged to the Government to secure it 
against loss, I think I have clearly shown that the lien upon the roads 
and equipments would be ample; and further, that the net earnings 
lusive of any other security, would be more than suflicient to meet 
interest on the guaranteed bonds. 
But, sir, it is not alone the first-mortgage lien npon the roads and 
their property, including the proceeds of the sales of land and 
igs, out of which the Government is to be made safe for the 
iof its credit, not to exceed $2,000 per mile; but you have 
he retention in the Treasury of all the earnings of these line 


or lin 
ul tor transportation of troops and supplies, and for postal and t 


staph service. To enable you to form some opinion as to the 
itand value of this security, I refer you to the last report of 


wey t 
rt 


Quartermaster-General, which shows that there have been paid to ex 
ug Pacilie railroads, for military transportation, $7 2.830.604, w 
Cuuins unadjusted, $610,720.98 ; total, $7,839,550.13. The 


amount 
ned last year on this account was $585,468.13. In proof of the as- 
tion that the earnings from this source would be greater on the 
| d lines than is shown by the figures above quoted, I eall 
ention to the fact thatuntil the recent outbreak of the north 
Sioux, which necessitated the temporary withdrawal from the 
thwest of a very large portion of this force, there have been main 
ed forthe last five or six years, at forty different military posts, 
even regiments of infantry and cavalry, which would have received 
leirsupplies by the lines of road, proposed by the bill, had they been 
peration, 


‘ 
t? 
aul 


l'rom this source alone the earnings of the company could not have 


g a 
been less than $1,000,000 annually, besides effecting to the 


ent 


(rove! 


i. saving of more than three times that su vy the ¢ 


apness of railroad over wagon trausportation. 
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priat f ruction of wagon-roads, rail n past legislation. Of the 53,042,149 acres of public lands d 
ca ‘ to the Union and Central Pacific Railroads and their branches 
20,000,000 accrued to the main-line roads, while 33,042,149 acres 


bestowed upon their branches; and of this present money 
















‘ i ness to the Government, $27,227,305.60, or at the average rat; 
Dur fr thesame period the retary Ss report shows that for other $22,179 per mile, are due from the branches. 
vorks the disproport iS nearly as gre it, being $11,612 In this connection it should be borne in mind that the Vinita by 
; 6 for the border a States, against $76,709,000.00 for | in consideration of the guarantee asked, is required to reling 
rm States and Lerrite : unforfeited land grant, estimated by the Commissioner of the G 
If this is just, it is the stice oF the partial father who leaves his eral Land Office at 41,496,165 acres: and, more than this: the Gi: 
millions to his favored sor l cuts off another, who has equal claims 


ment is to be relieved from its obligation to extinguish the In 

rotection, with a paltry shilling. ; title to lands for the company in the Indian Territory. And furt 

of this partiality are so numerous that I forbear to it should be remembered that the Vinita branch, the Memphis bra 

t and the San Diego connection, having a total length of six h 

and eighty-five miles, receive no grants of land whatever. If 

proper to give bonds to four of the branches of the existing lit 

lands to twelve of them, surely it is but just to guarantee th: 

est on these branches that get no lands at all; and can our f; 
who have been so largely benefited refuse it to us? 

So, it will be seen that the scheme of the present bill, with o 





hject pertinent to this discussion, I cannot resist calling 
your attention to the extraor liberality of Congress in voting 
the lands and money of the Gove1 ent for the construction of Pacific 
Railroads forthe exclusive beneltit of the northern sections of the Union, 
What I said before I repeat, that I allude to this branch of my sub- 
ect with no unfriendly sentiments toward the favored corporations, 




















i h less te I ens inhabiting those sections of the main through line to San Diego, without any western branches 
: ntr “— on benetited | the liberality of the Government, but with one eastern connection, that isto benetit the Middle and N 
nerely to ask that at least some liberality may beshown toward another ern States, and the three connections to Memphis, Vicksburgb, and \, 
important section of the | : Orleans, falls in extent of miles of road immeasurably below that of ¢ 
rom the official records in the General Land Office it appears that | , nion Pacific, with its radiating extensions, the Central Branch. 
Congress has from time to time made the following grants of Jand to | ¢ ity and Pacific, and the Kansas Pacific, upon which bonds ¢ 
the Union and Pacitie roads and their branches: Government were issued, and the Denver Pacific, Burlington and \ 
Pacit ; e ae neon | SOUTL River, and Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, receiving grants 
Central] ch : 245.000 | lands, thus making the main line of the Union Pacific and 
Pac : ; -- 1,100,000 | branches that received Government bonds and the same road 
oe M . ! , " ° three additional branches receiving lands. Thus we see the six « 
: ; 6 5 | ern connections of the Union Pacific spreading out from the 










( ‘Gack had nae J ; sg 1.261, 181 | trunk east,to the Mississippi River, to Chicago, and to the States 1 
and south, affording connections in every direction. 
























































Look at the map. Ilere you see how every interest of the g 
The nations of land to the Central Pacifie of California and its | West, of the East, and of the North has been cared for by the 
hes have been quite aa liberal, as follows | erality of the Government. But look still further at the map; 
Acres the main line of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific throug 
. &, 000,000 | States and Territories to the Pacific Ocean, and then look 
W — sl . 1. aa ae branches on the western end. Here you see the Western Pacit . 
Ca as i —- f 00 q00 | ning from Sacramento to Oakland; the Oregon branch of the Ce: 
f < tral | { 4 520,000 | Pacific, rnnning from near Sacramento, connecting with the O 
( ( \ . 1,200,000 | and California Railroad running to Portland, and there com 
rota ‘ l Pac “Os 120. 000 | ith the Oregon Central, extending to Astoria, at the mouth of t 
Columbia River. Here you see the Southern Pacific, a connect 
ma ga rate donation to the two roads and their branches | the Central Pacific, ranning from Lathrop through all that port 
of 1? sof the pub domain California south of the main line, to Fort Yuma; besides ; 
If these donations of land seem munilicent, the liberality of Con- | extension to Hollister and Santa Barbara, and continuing d 
stoward those favored corporations in gifts of movey will cer- | coast, making six branches or extensions on the western e1 
a ] < ] ( ernment hi: issued bonds to the ramifying the country in every direction. 
I on and Central Pac Railroad Companies and their branches, Compare the measure proposed by the committee, with 
d paid interest, not yet repaid by the companies, as follows: eastern connections, with the Union and Central Pacifie, with t 
, six eastern and six western grand extensions, connecting the 
: g07 034 519 99 | Lines with the Mississippi, the great lakes, and the Pacific, a1 
Intere “9 301 G84 63 | the vast net-work of railroads in the East and in the North 
ew : West, and you will see how moderate and how just is this det 
ot 1.600.000 09 | this plea in behalf of the South; sir, not only in behalf of 
3 400 21 | South, but equally in behalf of the commerce and interest of 
«Cit nd Pa of ¢ Union Pacific whole country. 
1, 622, 320 00 Mr. Speaker, may I not remind the members of this body tl] 
740,932 £1 | was a southern State which gave to the Union the territory w] 
Sa, gee es € the Union Pacific now forms the great States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
. ; 6.303.000 00 | Michigan, and which has so largely enabled the General Govern 
t 1,920,475 05 | to foster and encourage the grand system of internal improvements 
' 1 for 7 842 71.234 SI to which I have referred ? May I not furtherremind them that 
; . the common treasure of all the older States that made the Louisiana 
ro the Cent I purchase; that it was the common blood and common treasure t 
Bond a, BB5, 1 0 | secured New Mexico, California, and Arizona? Sir, may I not als 
' 11,312,172 75 | remind them of the fact that southern tax-payers, southern 1 rs, 
Western Pa the Central Pacific and southern commerce contribute, alike with those of the North and 
970, 560 00 st and West, to the common treasure which is bearing the burden 
‘7 4 | of principal and interest of the bonds issued for the construction of 
Fotal for Central Pacific and branches.......~.. «ss _... #39.999.000 49 | the already completed Pacific roads and branches ? 
Mr. Speaker, in view of all the facts presented may we not t 
ragrandtotal forthemair e and four branches of $91,052,795, | confidently appeal to our brethren of the more favored sections of 
or at the average rate of $32,752 per mile of indebtedness to the Gov Union for help on this occasion. 
ernment for the principal and unpaid interest of the bonds given in Our friends from New England, whose harbors and fisheries 
udof the construction of twenty-seven hundred and eighty-nine miles | manufactories have so long received the bounty and care of the G 
of main line and branches ernment, should not begrudge us the little asked by this measur 


Chis does not include the sum of $6,990,306.21 reported by the Sec 


The Representatives from the States of New York, New Jers 
retary of the Interior as having been placed to the credit of the re- | Pennsylvania, and Maryland, with the commercial metropolis of cach 
pective companies in payment for military and postal transportation | State made so largely from southern wealth and production, 















nd telegraph service | which have received so much from the Government, should com: 
There is one feature these donations of land and bonds to the | ward with alacrity and aid us in this our day of poverty and suit 
mpanies named to which I desire to ask the particular attention | ing. 
of gentlemen who may ‘ ed to criticise the recommendation The five grand States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wis- 
of the Committee on the P Railroad in reference to a guarantee | consin, that have received so liberally of the public lands, and whose 
of interest in aid of the const: tion of branches to the proposed boundaries are washed by the waters of the Ohio, the lakes, an lt 





trunk line. The committee had abundant precedent for such a course | Mississippi, the annual recipients of the bounty of the Govern 
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e promotion and protection of their commerce, will not surely 


i deaf ear to our appeals for help and justice 
« iay we not make an appeal equally as contident to the giant 
»« States of Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Oregon, Cali- 


1. and Nevada, States that have 
. blessed with Government aid in lands and money for their works 
ternal improvement ? 
Let me remind these several interests that we have enacted a law 
h provides for the appropriation of millions to deepen the mouths 
he Mississippi. This is done in the interest of the commerce of 
country, but especially that northern and western pro- 
ction may have free egress to the waters of the ocean, and that 
eir consumption of foreign commodities may be cheapened. 
And now, sir, I would not close my appeal to the different sections 
ind interests of the country without invoking the help of those from 
South who have hitherto opposed this measure. 


been so 


he whole 


How long, how dong will you continue to talk about constitutional 
ver, When the power has been exercised almost every year since 


ndationof theGovernment? Is not this apost-road f Is it nota 
tary necessity? Does it not regulate commerce bet ween the States? 
Madison, Jefferson, Monroe, Jackson, Calhoun, Clay, Webster 
Douglass, Hunter, Jefferson Davis, Houston, and Rusk, 
zed the power of Congress to do this thing. 
Then, why should we falter and doubt ? How long, my southern 
nds, wiil you refuse to aid yourselves, or to assist your kindred 
nd your neighbors, because of your ancient prejudices against the 
y of the Federal Government contributing its powerful counte- 
e tothe support of measures not purely governmental, but which 
vo a great way in providing for the common defense and general 
fare? 
Under your theory and practice, Arkansas and Missouri and other 
ithern States have languished in poverty or fallen far behind some 
heir sisters in the march of progress. Their vast areas of produe- 
tive soil; their water-power and ever-flowing streams; their deposits 
of iron and coal; their forests of walnut, ash, cypress, oak, and pin 
ire almost useless to-day; their population and progress have not 
kept pace with other States less favored in climate, soil, productions, 
ind mineral deposits. While the statesmen of the North, acting upon 
the acknowledged powers of Government, as sanctioned by Calhoun 
| others, have wisely looked to their own interests locally ; and by 
so doing have added to the wealth and population of their “a alities, 
ave given to — ir sections an influence in the control of this 
ernment, Which, by our do-nothing policy, leaves our section, 
ugh older, with a more genial and fs an «1 climate, with a riche 
and more productive soil, far behind. 


, Ben 


‘ecogr- 
recog 


Go 


One of the main pillars of democracy, Mr. Douglas, was the an- 
thor, I believe, of the land-grant system. Under his auspices, Illi- 
s obtained from the General Government certain public lands, 


which that State granted to the Illinois Central Railroad Com- 


nay 
inv. 


Mr. Speaker, when I look back to this action of Congress and of 
he State of Illinois; when I look at the surroundings of that great 
and see her navigable waters of the lake, the Mississippi, the 
o, the Wabash, the Illinois River, and her canal, and regard her en- 

territory, along, narrow State, in no place very distant from nay- 
ion, Without half the productive capacity possessed by my State, 
and remember the public debt and taxation that weighed her down 


State, 





at that time, and contrast it with her present popul: ition, taxable 
values, and prosperity, I am filled with admiration at the sagacity 
wisdom of ber great statesman, Mr. Douglas. What was she in 
), borne down and crushed with debt and taxation, incurred by a 
foolish effort to build up a system of internal improvements by State 


aid ? 


She incurred a debt of $20,000,000 and had secured scarcely a mile 
of completed railroad ; 


but Mr. Douglas invoked the aid of Congress 
nd got a grant of lands of six sections per mile, some of which had 
een in the market for years, and, under the graduating law, 
have been entered at thirty-seven and one-half cents per acre. 
Yet with this grant a railroad was speedily constructed from Cairo 
to Chicago, and a branch to Dubuque, on the Upper Mississippi, mak 
ing connections with points that already had connections by navi- 
gal ile waters, In 1850 the population of Illinois was 846,000, now it 
18 a little less than three millions. At that time Illinois owed 
_ 0,000, and her people groaned under a most ruinous load of tax- 
ition. Then her taxable property and values were $156,205,000. 
Then she had scarcely a mile of completed railroad. Now, mark the 
extraordinary change: In 1870 hertaxable values were $2,121,630,000 ; 
her debt has been discharged by the 7 per cent. tax paid by the IIli- 
nois Central Railroad, and her State government is largely supported 
from the same source; and besides her navigable waters, she 
six thousand four hundred and ninety-six miles of railroad. 
can wonder at ber prosperity? Who should wonder that, though 
younger than any of the original thirteen States; younger than Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, she should be the fourth State in population 
and influence in the Government. Her climate, het production, her 
area, her mineral wealth, are not superior, indee - they are inferior, 
se of Missouri, and yet she is far ahead in population, wea 
| political influence. 


I ask my southern friends to draw a useful lesson from these fact 


could 
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tit 


al 


peculiarly and bounti- | 
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Who | 


to | 


Ith, | 


ot be too strong l pressed ’ e s I s é 
ship should heed it 
While southern members ( gress \ et 
I rongglee.- eoknapertormid Ps vers nferred on Co eSs ( 
tion, northern statesmanship ed and « ‘ { s i ‘ 
Pai entmneantie theak ena col ered ospitality of ¢ ite; turned 
| the wilderness of the great Northwest it to populous States: b t p 
commercial centers of trade; populated the « te valleys, plains 
|} and mountain-tops of our distant Territories made the ste 
| regions of Utah and Nevada contribute to the wea 1and pre sperity 
of the nation. 
While these things have been going on the pol ticians of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, the Carolinas, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Ke 
tucky, Tennessee, Virginia, Texas, and Missouri have been talking 
about State rights, about the powers conferred by the Cons itio 
and the true policy to be pursued by the Government 
Phe report of the chairman of the committee on tl shows 
that both the political parties were pledged to this mea iP 
cific railroad in 1860. The necessity is as great now as then; neces 
sity forced a line where it was then hardly anticipated 
Can either party or any person say that the present constructed 
line is not a monopoly which Congress seems powerless to cout 
or that the proposed measure ill not take off a great burden bot! 
| from the Government and the public, and make that competition 

which will lead to reasonable charges for fares and freights, | 
| leave commerce unfettered to seek the safest and che apest passage 
| across the continent ? 

Not only are the two great political parties pledged to snch work 

i but the people from every section of the Union have spoken ont in 
favor of congressional aid to a southern line te of Texas 
Missouri, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, So na, Florida 
Kentucky, North Carolina, and Georgia, throug Legislatures 
have passed resolutions approving the measure. The National Grange, 
which met at ¢ harleston two ye irs ago, declared in favor of it. The 
convention which met at Saint Loui * with delegates from 
almost every State and Territory, eigh ad in nber, gentle 
men of high character and ability, memorialized your body on this 
subject and recommended the branches prov ided for in this bill 

Phen, sir, it is evident that the people and every interest of the 
country, except rival corporations and cities that desire a monopoly 
of transcontinental commerce. are in favor of Congress doing some 
thing to promote the speedy completion of this work 

And now, sir, I appeal to every fair and just minded member 
of this body, regardless of section, to come forward and susta ‘ 

| : 4 “EP 
measure that can have no effect upon any section or any interest 
of the country, but which cannot fail to lighten the burdens of Gi 
ernment and of commerce; that will give renewed life and vigor to 
the industries of a large section of country; that will, in some 
gree, restore the equality of Government support to a portion of thre 
States and Territories that have heretofore received very little of 
bounty or care; a measure that none can deny will be most potent 
giving lasting peace and quiet to an extensive border that has f 
fered untold miseries for want of adequate protection; that | 
prove an economy in the operations of the Army, in the transp i 
tion of supplies to troops and to Indians; in the postal and tel 
graphie service of the Government, that can be attained in no other 
way; that will open up new fields of industry and prod uction and 
create new demands for the products of industries alread xist 
en that, without it, will never occur ; that will open new fields f 

see nantieneend ol le p homes for the many thousands of the i 

| less in the land who desire them; that will create a demand for and 
afford labor to the thousandsof hungry and suffering toilers who to-d 
seek but cannot get employment; that would secure from a ne } 
ing republie a largely increased commerce, bringing toustheir *~<norts 
and taking inreturn our productions, whose trade is nov tentirely 
enjoyed by other countr es; ameasure, sir, Which, if carried into eth 

| will restore activity to a thousand furnaces whose fires are \ ! 
out, and bring back the cheerful, bu hum of indust1 i tl ind 
shops now idle; ameasure, s that proposes not to curta lthe lab 

| industry of the country, but would largely increase the demand f 
the one and greatly stimulate the other; a measure t] Lnot« 
minish the circulation of coin or Government paper, tha dt 
inflate the currency, but which would bring from abroad n 

| upon millions of foreign capital to add to our circulation of mone 
and which, during the tifty years the bonds have tor vill he paid 
not by the mass of our people or by the Government, b by f \ 
commerce and by that portic not on people ho min e the road for 
travel or traffic ; a measure, sir, will, I jndgment, do n 
to restore the ancient feeling of ¢ ill and esteem betwee lhe 
people of the different s tions of the I on and more effectu 
wipe out the bitter remembrances of the late civil r than ) 

|} which we can address ourselves, and which, if consummated | 
bind all the interests and se sof this great Repnh ) 

land firmly together that ‘ i forever remain o1 ye 

| Union, one Republie, | ked and bound together by ti ystrong 
interwoven with every interior terest, and so expar to clasp 
the remotest and m« adista ections of the cour reating a 

| unity of interest and1 i eo esectionuy ul ~ ! | 

| so enduring, that all the powers of earth could not preva f 
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APPEND! 









t ’ vil the relief asked for in behalf of the 

l« ani sof the war of 1°61, or the 
1 ative ft . l the defense of their country or who 
| ‘ nee ¢ I eile sof wounds or injuries received ot 
‘ e 4 te in the tary service of the United States, has 
‘ irene esubje 0 lation by Congress is for the reason, 


has not before been brought to its con- 

















mine cal iprype ilsostrong ‘ t »the justice and 
| of this measure as does the condition of those for whom 
ef is asked, scattered thronghout the length and breadth of 
the la me of whom are known to every member of this House. 
Phe object of the bill is to provide that the time for tiling with the 
( oner of Pensions ipplications for pensions growing out of 
tl ir of 1861 shal be extended to the Ist da of January, 1220, 
al t the arrears of all such pensions, uljudicated or to be adju- 
‘ ed | e paid from the death or discharge of the person o | 
Lweco the claim has been or shall hereafter be 1 
tl eri ut of the right of party having prior t 
| \ is it vy stands, found in section 4709 of the Revised 
S t mit i@ time of tiling the application for such pensions 
i] e Commissioner of Pensions to t years after the right 
{ ‘ has acer therwise the pensions shall commence from 
e date of til ne last eviden necessary to establish the sam 
I acarel co deration of thes ject, ! think the present law 
el ‘ ad works palpable i tice to thousands of the bray 
‘ { the flag,and their wives and children, by depriving the 
i mia rear just due them If a soldier o1 his repre 
ve en ed to ip slo it all, 1b 1s « ur »>my mind that it | 
1 be granted from tl date of death or the time of discharas 
f Nt ec, provided the discharge ison account of wounds or injn- | 
es rece dor disease contracted in the service and in line of duty, | 
fre he date of the development of the disease by which he is in 
cap ited for lal pr ded the disea traceable ind due to the | 
ry serv of the United States. This is eminently proper and | 
I { see sto ‘ d great injustice has been done and is bein r | 
ck to a vho, from whatever reason, patriotic or otherwise, did | 
ne i ’ lor } ) Wil i the time req ured by exi ting law. 
J m the « est: history of our country it has been the settled 
| of the Government to pension its soldiers or their representa- | 
tive ho sll have become disabled in the service from wounds or 
his » from the date of death or discharge from the serv 
And so fixed by law and usage bas been this policy that the 
ron entering the service regarded it as part of his contract with 
Gove ment that in case of his death or disability his represent 
r | elf she Lt be granted a pension. And this is especially | 
\ he great wars we have had in which volunteers were called 
for vddition tot Regular Army, from the revolutionary war down | 
‘ rof 1861 \eting under this policy, unlike the great pow- | 
ers of the Old World, our Government has been relieved from the great | 
burrs dl « ‘ eof maintaining large standing armies in time of 
peace: } d feeling that in any ease of emergency a call for | 
1 l the defense of the tlag wonld be promptly responded to. The 
vindication of the wisdom of this policy has been fully and thoroughly | 
ittested in every of need in the history of our country, and at 
o time more fi in in the late war, in behalf of whose wounded 
d disabled soldiers we are now seeking relief. And to-day, under 


lixed policy of the country, if unhappiiy our Government should 


me involved ina war with any foreign power and a call by the Pres- | 
tf roops to defend the nation’s honor should be made, it would | 
lye ice responded to by the people from all sections of the Union; | 


vin boys who wore the blue and the boys who wore the gray, 
lighting in a common cause for the whole country, would vie with 
each other with laudable strife as to who should be most loyal to the 
flag and do most to sustain our national honor and perpetuate consti- 
t mal law ander our republican institutions. 





And now, Mr. Speaker, to show conclusively that it has been the | 


» Government, from its inception down to the late war, | 


fo pens the kliers who have been disabled in the service of their | 
‘ ntry, I propose refer to some of the resolutions and acts of | 
Congress from time to time during the history of our country. And 
| l » this policy, the Continental Congress, during 
t ‘ I ‘ i war, 0 the 6th day of Angust, 
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| existed between that government 
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le nhosia ii >it ar eng ent, or be disabled 
{ at mt fA ' to re t 1incapable afterward of 
, s duru s ( t continuance of such dis 





ime that his pay as an o 












By the report of the board of war, September 25, 1772, it wa 
yrovided, for the relic lose WHO sulleret vlore the above 
1, f f tl | i 1 bet l 

resolution took effect, as follows: 


} 





That all provisions and regulations contained in the 
776, shall extend to all persons who lost a limb or were ot 
‘ din the service of the United Colomes or States of A 





August, and since the commencement of hosti 












And on a report of the Secretary of War Congress, on the 
of April, I-72 

R Ined, That all such sick and wounded soldiers of the armies of 
States, who shall in future be reported by the Inspector-General, « 

fa parate department, and approved by the Commander-in-Chief « 
ng officer of a separate department, as unfit for further duty, either 

garrison, and who apply for a discharge in preference to being p 
tinued in the corps of invalids, shall be discharged, and be entitled to 








pension 85 per month in lien of and emoluments. 





These resolutions lie at the foundation of the pension syst« 
United States: and it will be seen that in August, 1776, at 1 


period of the military operations of the work of independenc 

just and grateful system commenced, and, lest injustice might 

wards he done to the soldiers earliest in the field, the reso 
benefits of the resolutions of Augus 


September, 1772, makes th 
retroactive to April 19, 17 
Lexington. 

By the act of the First Congress of the United States, 
tember 29,1789, the payment of the pensions provided for i 
med by the United States for one ye 
and March 3, 1791, the payment was assumed { 

March 23, 1792, the pensic 


nal years, and by the act of M 
ned for life, lL their payment assumed by the United 


5, the time when the first gun was { 


passed S¢ 


resolucions Was assu ary bY 


of July 16, 1790, 





additic 


conn and 


. Speaker, were invalid pensions, debts due the 





Wl 


ers, and made so by the contract, the termsof the enlistment, 
provided that in the event a certain disability should be inv 
in the service a certain pension should be paid, and the disal 
dier was as much entitled to this pension after his discharge as 
was to his monthly stipend during the service. So, at least, tl 


the Congressof 1792, which ten yearsafter theclose of the revolu 

war,ratitied the resolutions of the Continental Congress grantit 

sions to the disabled soldiers of the war, confirmed the 

and had the payment of the same assumed in full by the Unite 

This was right and just. 

soldiers of the war of 1861 
Coming down in the history of our country to the war with ( 

ain, in anticipation of that war Cong 

opted early in the revolution 

In 12, part of which provid 


MNSIONS I 
il 
Should we not do as much for the dis 





ress, Carrying out the 


ry 


y War, passed an act J 





es as follows: 





Sree. 14. And be it further enacted, That if any oflicer, non-commissior 
musician, or pt ite shall be disabled by wounds, or otl hil 
f hisduivin publie service, he shall be placed on tl] is of 
States, at such rate of pension and under such regulations a 1 
by law 


In 1246, when, by the act of the republic of Mexico, a state 
and the United States, C 
in rsnance of this policy of pensioning disabled soldiers, « 
13, 1546, passed an act providing for the prosecution of thatw 
first section of which authorized the President to employ n 
naval and military forces of the United States, and to call for 


nor 


accept volunteers, not exceeding 50,000. It further provided 
lows: 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the volunteers who may be recei\ 


the service of the United Staves by virtue of the provisions of this act 
wounded or othferwise disabled in the shall be entitled to 
benefit which may be conferred on persons wounded in the service of 
States 


shall be service 


the I 


Coming down to our late civil war, and dealing directly with t 
laws enacted for the benefit of those whom we now seek to relievé 
the passage of the bill under consideration, we find that Cong! 
actuated by the same spirit, and in conformity to the policy i 
rated in the war of the Revolution, and adhered to in all subseqt 
wars, in an act to authorize the employment of volunteers to ai 
enforcing the laws and protecting public property, approved Ju 
22, 1861, passed the followi 


ng: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That any volunteer who may be receive 
the service of the United States under this act, and who may be wounded ¢ 
wise disabled in the service, shall be entitled to the benefits which have | 
may be conferred on persons disabled in the regular service, and the w 
there be one, and, if not, the legal heirs of such as died or may be killed in 
in addition to all arrears of pay an 





| allowances, shall receive the sum of 31 


It will be remembered that this act was passed very early 11 
war, before many had entered the service, and in ratification of 
that snch as might be wounded or contract 
should have a pensiotr le by President Lincoln in h 


} ’ 
promise aisease 1 


service 
































on issued April, 





n and their 





all, upon making 
ns as are or may be provided by or in pursuance o 
| pensions of the United States, &« 


different 


ved at the Department ? 
many instances applicants for pension did not know the time of 
limitations and in others they were ignorant as to t 
ibility required to obtain it. 


el] 


eThment; 





the soldier, it 








man, ordinary sean 
the Navy or Mar 
G1, or shall hereafter be, disabled by reason 


in the service of 


due proot of the 


prosecution of claims intrusted to their 


the consequent delay, can easily 
ititled to pensions did not make; 
n the prescribed time from patrictic motives ; 
circumstanced that they did not need the relief, while others pre- 
ferred to depend on their own efforts rather than seek aid from the 
reverses In lortune 
ith, from wounds received or disease contracted in the service, in- 
uced them to apply for pensions, too late, however, to receive the 
cars so justly due them. 
her causes of delay might be given, but it is 
( simply remark that frequently I have known most deserving 
cases, from a sense of delicacy and a hope of improvement in thei 
dition, hesitate long before asking the aid due them from tl 


But, Mr. Speaker, if there were none of these numero 
timate and unavoidable delay, (which is true in a gi 
cases to whom arrears of pensions a 
licy of the Government, to which I 

illy becanse of the acts of July, 1961, and July, 1562, together 


provid 
relative 






limitation 
Mistakes of agents in the preparation of cases and in many 


claim before 


When we take 


continued 


( 


Grove! ich 


s to suppress the 
Sto lnVva ls of 


Las follows: 





iny wound received 


es ind in th line of 


such forms and 


laced upon the 


, Mr. Speaker, at some length I have given some of the prin 
from the commencement 
r the subject in question, 


Government 
and they all breathe the same 
nd proclaim the same humane policy, that of pensioning the 


r who is disabled in the service of his country while in line of 
statutes of limitations hay 
disabled soldiers of thei 
1¢ filing of the application, in order that arrears of pension 
received to five years from the time the right thereto has 

Shall this limitation stand upon the statute-books of the 
thereby working great injustice to thousands and making void 
inciple early adopted by the Government ? 
by the passage of the bill under consideration fulfill the con 
and carry out the spirit of the laws of 1861 and Iss2? >) Should 
et that for some reason the disabled soldier f 
{ter the right thereto had accrned to apply for the pension the co1 
rives him bar him from its privileges ? 
r various reasons he may have been ¢ 
ln many instances these causes were u | 
a limitation for the application no provisions were 
the numerous 


} 


passed de- 


now in force 


Or shall we not 


ailed for five years 


I say certainly not. 


I 





contingencies that subsequently arose, 
hentirely prohibited a compliance with its requirements, there 
epriving the applicant of the indemnity 
¢ the causes of delay in filing applications 
for obtaining arrears may 
,and inattention of pension-claim agents in the 


intended to be given. 
pensions with 
mentioned negligence, 


preparation 


loss of papers 
proofs by agents, and consequent delay in obtaining new evi- 
on which to base the 


by law ex- 


es erroneous information from persons in whom the applicant 
ed reliance have caused delay. Frequent complaints are made 
igents recognized by the Pension Department 
) proofs and papers of claimants in their hands; 
nees agents claim to have forwarded applic ations and proois to 
Department which have never reached their « 
ost through the mails; while loss of proofs and papers in the 
of agents by tire is not unfrequent. 
mentioned should the innocent applicant suffer and fail to re- 
he amount due him when, by no fault of his own, his applica- 
proofs, though made within the prescribed time, were not 
No one would say so. 


*abs¢ onded 


and in other in 


n but have 


From any of these causes of 


1¢ amount of 
Great delay is frequently unavoid 
in procuring certificates of disability from oflicers and comrades | 
count of death and removal to parts unknown; and especially 
s true in getting the testimony most important in the case, that 
surgeon, While the destruction and imperfections of hospital 
sare so great that not unfrequently in most meritorious cases 
procuring of this important and almost indispensable proof has 
e cause of long-continued delay. 
ition the facts that many organizations were made up of men from 
parts of the country, who upon disbandment were scattered in 
every direction, the difficulty in obtaining the necessary proof re 
red by law, and 
led. Again, many 


into consid- 


be compre 
noli tio 
ippureavions 


some being so 


and failing 


necessary. I 


1e@ Go\ 


Ss causes ior 


it Majority 


due,) in view of the tixed 
iave fully referred, and es 


ithe proclamation of President Lincoln pledging the faith of the 
try to the payment of these pensions in the event of the disa 
is the bounden 
pensions, tovether with the 


tanned { 


rvice 


ease he or his 
Phis is a contraet, 
| the event of disability 


consideration o 





>engagement or 


the service so much 


thus 
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Mr. Speaker, 


nto the serv 





¢ 
l 


shape of 


ut ‘ 
comme! 
| 
} i il 
\ + ‘ 
Wit \ 
f + 
of tl 
— 
lif aps 
om the 
is I ‘ 


V aparity of 
d by the « 


isabled soldiers « 


pro 


is there any cond 
cation for pension It 
| be wounded or disab 
pening of which cond 
becomes the property 
ment had issued its | 
If the Governme! 
to pay an indemnity 
} tinge nev, could we, dar 
| vided the contingen 
the payment of pensiotr 
the promise had been 
before the time of enter 
| such payment should be mac 
During the late war 

8 in sore distress 
munitions Of war, } 
to a successful term 


capitalists of the co 


Lurnishe 


Government Phese 


rold, but the pri 


the same 1 


mioney that 
} 


bonds th 


March, L&69, an act was 


who beli 


of the holder of 
ple who have them 
dened and oppressed by 
debt into which our 
least the holders of 
But not to comme! 
dom or unwisdom, can 
of the war 


And shall 


and valor, the 


ion WV 


oaned the Government 


need ? Ihe 


iInoney Lo 


itation upon the 
} 


ws been cla 


f lowa and 
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a bill concer r pensions was under consideration the gentleman | lutionary war the survivors were pensioned ; and so in 1871 theq 
f | Mr. HUurLput | ernment pensioned the survivors of the war of 1812.) The 
l cannot be any such | between the invalid and gratuitous pension is very marks 
between t count and thos should be borne in mind. 
4 a : rence! coma The soldiers, for whom relief is asked in this bill, come un ley 
; aetna hcsear a er na done that duty is | !rst class, and their claim constitutes a debt—a debt of bloo 
of free gift and grace, and not in the line of contract. ~ | pain, of privations and hardships, of wounds and tears, of 
: : , ; . ind disease, Should it not be paid? Justice, duty, and good { 
Votwithstanding the distinguished military service of the gentle- 


; : ; | require that it should. 
d his acknowledged legal ability, in the discussion of the sub- | ’ ’ ‘ . 
a et ar ge rine, | heseigs tego hea’ rhe only argument, Mr. Speaker, against its payment is the 
Sons th ee lf : if yas a it: 1 aa i ai ty of money the indemnity would take. This cannot be called an ay 
between the sever forms of government: ounty. iis : : . 
. , vor! SEN 5 ements: OB y a ” ment.against the measure, but rather an admission that thy 


ce Ih ae a Iso0, Alexander H. H. Stuart, then Secretary of | asked for in the bill should be granted, and would be if the gra 
une Cron, Sa | did not involve too much money. Can such grounds be mainta 
as SOUS ATS ROAST TBONSY SO PEVSOns WAS becom disabled in the Can the great Government of the United States, with its large 
=n nip tea cede aero dasdeaedl Snnkigsla. 4a ahah ee part, of | #Hd boundless resources, hesitate one moment in liquidating this sa 
ring for himself and t) dependent upon him a livelihood. When prom- | cred obligation ? Most of those who would be the recipients of 
r before ente gt this class of pensions may be regarded as | fund are now suffering and in needy and straitened cireumst 
t b part ft silera i] which th tract of vice 1s based, | Some of them are poor and wasted, the victims of disease fast 
sg diate them inthe service. Some are wounded and crippled, their lives 
Gira pel ns are not given for wounds received or disease | ing death,” while others are poor, worn women with helpless c] 
contracted, but are usually granted at the close of a long term of Phe following statement prepared in the Interior Department 


service as a reward for extended and faithful duty; or they are | sion Office) will show the estimated number of cases in whic 








rante i ears after the close of an important war as evidence | tion has applied to the close of 1975, and elso the amount require: 
of a nation’s gratitude to its defenders. Thus years after the revo- | the payment of arrears should this bill become a law: 
Statement si ing the estimated number of cases admitted under the limitations of section 4709 Rerised Statutes, with the amounts that u 
should the limitations be remored as contemplated by TTouse bill No, 2203. 
Invalids Widows and dependent relatives 
: : 
( vim 1 : 255 Cases admitted } 
\ Ae Nur S 
ce = E = Year \ ’ S 
= - Ln fon 
{ evn. 140 00 1262 1 =4 R25 $363, COO () ¢ 
7 l 475 00 1-69 15, 00 im 259, 200 G0 4 
i 16, 448 187 9, 132 a1 12, 560 ( 
BOG 2, 22 1, B50 OO | 171 x “70 743, 642 00 1 
i, 4t 4d t 5 Ov 1872 39 431 344.276 00 1 
( t ‘ ( » 630, x 0 1 tee AR OS eee 2, 404 $55, 300 00 
in74 ; i l ) RUN C2 th chica area hi tis i inka Giese erecieie 3, 417 444 422,612 0 
l ( 62 24 21 1875 4,62 740 706, 744 OU 2 
1 16, 454 ’ » lt Total 5, 145 3, BS 334 00 13,4 
IN DEPAKTMEN LENt N Orrice, March 8. 1276. 
It will be seen that the estimated number of invalids, soldiers dis- |] especially to the Representatives from the Southern States w] 


ed from wounds or disease, to whom limitation applies from 1868 | ing the late civil strife struggled so earnestly for the “ lost 
to 1875, inclusive, is 16,454, and to pay the arrearages due them would | but who now, thanks to these wounded soldiers of the North and t 
require an estimated amount of $9,529,775.16. Number of widows | comrades in arms, are back in their “ father’s house,” and to stay, 
ind dependent relatives from Ls65 to 1875, inclusive, is 5,145, requir- | who are willing and anxious for peace and union, and to attest t 
g forthe payment of arrearages $3,887,334, or a total of 21,599 cases, | loyalty and devotion to the “old tlag” in every legitimate and hoi 
r ring $13,417,109.16, estimated amount to make payment of | able manner, to give this bill your hearty support. And I feel 
rearages. ‘Taking it for granted that the estimated number of | I do not ask in vain. And to the gentlemen from the other sic 
cases is correct, I am satisfied that the estimates for payment of ar- | the Chamber, and the gentlemen from this, who during those ter 
rearages are too high by from 25 to 50 per cent., or, say, an average of | dark and dreary days of the war did so much in the field, in leg 
} per cent. The estimates are made on the supposition that the | tive halls, and in this Capitol to support and sustain the Governm: 
disabilities in all these cases is total and has been during the past | of the United States, I appeal, and I feel that I shall not ask in vain. 
eight years, or since the limitation began to operate, when the fact Pass this just and humane measure of relief, and thousands of 
is the disability in some cases would be one-fourth, in others one- | maimed and wounded soldiers all over this broad land, and their he! 
third, and so on, up to total The average would be perhaps two- | less and needy wives and children, will rise up and call you blesst 
thirds, and for former years probably less, as it is well known that 























disabilities incurred in the service, either from wounds or disease, 
increase year by year rather than decrease. This is not always the 
case; however, the bill makes no change in rating the disability, 
which is still regulated by existing law. So it will be seen that the The Presidential Count. 
rility for the 21,599 cases estimated would not average over two- 










oe ee ee ee ene required | SPEECH OF HON. H. WATTERSON, 


I l amount required by the bill. ....... ; — $13, 417, 109 16 OF KENTUCKY, 
Ded ne-third ‘ iibsehddenewses A 4, 472, 369 72 
ei bs —-——_ IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


ulance or probable amount necessary to pay arrearages. .... 8, 944, 739 44 










Mebr 24, 1877 
Which, I think, would be about the amount required, and probably February 24, 1877, 


not more than one-third of this would be needed the tirst vear. On the decision of the electoral commission in the case of Oregon. 

But whatever the amount required, it should be paid. This is a Mr. WATTERSON. Mr. Speaker, I shall join in no movement to 
question of right, It is a measure that has no political or partisan | obstruct the progress of the presidential count. If the deed is to | 
signification, and ought not to have; but high above all such consid- | done,and sure all of us know that it is to be done, “t’ were better wl 
erations, it commends itself to our patriotism, our sense of right and ’tis done, ’t were done quickly.” No man has worked harder or long 
justice, our highest duty. And I appeal to all the members on this | than I have to prevent it. No man is more hurt by it than I am; 
tloor, the Representatives from all sections of the Union, the reunit- | but, as matters stand, it is inevitable. The power does not exist to 
ed States, made so by the courage and valor of these soldiers, for place the man whom the people elected in the presidential ottice. 
whose benetit and relief this bill is framed, to give this bill your cor- | The power does not exist to put an estoppel upon the inaugurat I 
dial support. I appeal to the members on this side of the House, and | the man whom the people did not elect. The Army, led by the Gen 
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ef, is here ready to escort him to the door of the White House: 
ef Magistrate stauds at the door ready to receive him: the | 
Justice, attended by a majority of the Supreme Court, is within | 
to administer to him the oath of oftice according to the forms | 
There is not so much as asingle unarmed Kentuckian to re- 

fhe House is able neither to resist nor obstruct. It can only re- 
se to proceed with the count. What then? Why, the Senate 
ed by the minority on this floor, will finish the job, declare the re- 

i]t and carry out the original programmme of conspiracy with which 
the republican leaders began their post election campaign. Yousay this 
You say it Is usurpation. Well, suppose it is, what do 
Are they worse off for the electoral commission than 
were before? Are they not better off for our impotent and blind 


s LU WICSS. 


care? 


Let ussee. LT hold that futile resistance is always to be avoided, 
particularly when the act of resistance has no objective point. The 
ime for successful action on onr part was three months ago. We 
new the desperate character of our enemy then as well as we know 
tnow. Nay, his plans and schemes were all before us. Organiza- 
preparation, was pressed upon us. Did we raise a hand? Why, 

very suggestion was hooted. At length there came a moment 

_ unable to set a squadron in the field, we were oftered an alter- 
ve—a very Hobson’s choice indeed—the electoral bill or a back- 

I fought this bill for hours in the committee of advisement. 

ght it until I was no longer able to answer the arguments and 

ts brought to bear on the question by Senator BaYAkb and Sena- 
PHURMAN, and even more notably by my friend from Virginia, 

ir. HUNTON, ] a democrat whose manhood no less than his ability 

s won the respect and regard of this House. Then, failing to es- 
tablish my view, I did what I always do and always shall do under 

ir circumstances—Dbeing unable to further meet and contest the 

n friendly debate with my colleagues, I accepted their view and 

ed them in the measure proposed. But I was by no means lured 
toa feeling of security. I perfectly understood that the bill was 
ce of evils. Inthe remarks which I had the honor to submit 

) this House I said, “ I accept this measure with the full conscious- 

ess that it may bitterly disappoint me and those who think and feel 
with me; if it does, I shall still have performed a most unpleasing 

ty in that manner which was best calculated to preserve the pub- 
peace at a time when the people were not prepared for war.” 

The result has vindicated my discernment most sadly. I deplore 

t I see no means of escaping it. Many members of this House 

ose judgment has obtained the public confidence are of the same 

inion. ‘Those who affect to think differently propose nothing deti- 
te. They have no objective point, except chaos or a case in law. 

God help us! we have enough of “law ”—such “law” as the Su- 
preme Court has to give us, 

We have also had enough anarchy. 

There was never but one chance to seat Mr. Tilden in the office to 
which he was elected by the people. That was for him, and for those 
immediately about him, to announce his election as soon as he was 
elected, to proclaim the conspiracy that was already organized to 
defeat his inauguration, to bring the people to some concert of ac- 
tion among themselves, and to give proof to the country and the 
world that they meant what they said, and were not to be brow- 
beaten or thwarted. Nothing of the kind was done, though it was 
proposed, Congress met in a fog of uncertainty. We had a deal of 
talk and much beating about the bush; and finally our great cause, 
the people’s cause, degenerated into a nisi prius case before a packed 

iy. The result is before us; and as Isaid before, we cannot escape it. 

ir sole power now is to make the best we can of a very hard bar- 
gain, to close ranks, to preserve our morale, to accept the contin 
geney provided for by our own net, to appeal from the electoral com- 
mission to the ballot-box, to pick our flint and try it again, or tosulk, 
“put tinger i’ the eye,” divide, and goto pieces. Which is the better 
course? For my part, I have no mind for leaping from the frying- 
pan into the fire. I urged a resolute policy when there was the ox 
casion to give it efficacy. The time has passed when bold move- 
ments could avail us. To-day, we have little impulse but our an 
ger left, and no supports at all. If we are wise, we shall take into 
account all the circumstances that surround us, we shall resume pos- 
session of ourselves, we shall give our enemy the full rope and line 
of his wrong-doing. Does any man think there is no penalty fixed 
to political excess? If he does he is mistaken. In public, as in pri- 
vate life, the infraction of God’s laws and the people’s interests 
Ineets its due condemnation and punishment soon or late. The re- 
publican party is a great sinner, and has withstood its destiny along 
time Ido admit. But the last four years have witnessed the taking 
it of many of its guiltiest leaders. Year by year they will continue to 
etogrief. Inits order the party itself will fall, crushing these that 
hn Withitinits complete and final wreck. Itake this ‘ton faith,” 
faith isstrong and pure, faith in the great creative principl 
universe, faith in free institutions, faith in the people, and faith 
future. I have no faith in the violent method proposed by 
after the event. They 


e ot our friends who are grown warlike 
wind me only of Swift’s Irish Engineers: 


‘*When all is lost that’s worth defense 
They build a magazine.” 


| our stru 


| and those embracing a 


In this present batt 
= a 
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the nation, I mean, that has lived thr 
iron-clad, well-manned or il 


lly theirs. 

the democratic party of 

gh so many tempests, hulk o1 
manned, the survivor of so many disas- 

ters—we have something better to for than epithets, at best a 

poor and barren child’s play. If Mr. Hayes is to come into the Presi- 


dency, as coming in he is, I would not test his legal title to the 

office. I would factious outery I ld not block 
But I would pass along, saying merely, “ Sir, 

your turn to-day ; to-mu ; let th 

who laugh last.” 

No man need fear a break in 
particularly unripe for plucking; 
years it has piled 


session it has gi 


ot wh 


LOSe 


Live 


con 
make no idle, 
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rrow it may be another's 


wou 


his way. m it is 


ose laugh most 
the democratic line. The uth is 
neither is it for sale. During ten 
1p proof of its capacity for endurance. All this 
ven hostages to fortune and—the North. To-day it 
is standing by its count, atrue exponent of fidelity and peace. If Mr 
Hayes sees fit to vary the policy of national proscription and mili 
tary interference which has characterized the administration of Gen 

eral Grant he will doa thing for himself, a just thing for 
\ country. But the South propeses 


QS 


South, and a good thing 
to ask nothing, to buy not 


The manner of his comin 


1 tiith 
gin buildsa wall between his administration 
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m or those who shall rule wi 


great majority of his fellow-citizens, who pre 
ferred another. There can be nocompromise with the republican party ; 
no compromise with the eight. As Mr. 
right, he will rece wnudation of good men; but this 
expected of him, nor will it inure to the of his party 
Wipe out the disgrace of his coming in. I fear then if he be 
eral and conservative man he is said to be he, 
He belongs toa party whose nature 
contre] him than he it Phe ce 
out of the slough of dsspond, | 
move forward bravely up the rocky ridge 
here and there. If there 
many a comrade who shall 


historic Hayes may do the 
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I hope, Mr. Speaker, 
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the full and 
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SPEECH OF HON. CASEY YOUNG, 
OF TE) 

SE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Va 1877, 


On t ‘ iof the electoral commis I 
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, within this Ch 
midnight the curtain is about to fall upon the 
in many particulars the saddest 
ical stage of any nation on earth. 

Phe grandest moral and political victory tl 
achieved has just been won, hadow the greatest crime 
ever perpetrated against t immated, Ay it 
victory was won when on the passage ot the electoral bill patriotism 
doy aparty allegiance, 
rainst the spirit of violen 
tted when, by the 
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ene t Dp cy Ss refe t self was 
Lcomme upon own particular views and a conjecture as to 
I f 1 ( lual political conduct, I should perhap t deem it 
CCOSRATY OF int to state in this public manner how far Ihave 
een correct! esented, or to declare what opinion I held, or what 
‘ e IT shall ul But as these speculations and conjectures 
l hich my me ha been connected refer to and embrace a 
} distineti class « our people, and, by implication at least, if 
di USNE ‘ t t justice to their patriotism, 
inte “al ”) ‘ of the propriety of the step 
rm ed, and it b ‘ el e duty to eak in their behalf, 
tl gh I should nee public judgment upon my own ac- 
t 
Po that « ‘ of w h IT speak I belong as well by the 
nt of birth a vy subse nt choice and inclination With 
1 I Line ] \ ene ist, and to ther I ive been bound by 
it i f their n ‘ nes and sori s during the long 
rs that have been the object of ] tical proscription and 
I 
I them | ed by the sof a common lineage and bonds of 
fraternal mip ‘ mories of the past, and the destiny, 
Whether good ¢ ‘ | iwaits them in the future Pheir fate 
i e mine; the whisper of no siren’s voice shall lure me from my 
‘ md devo 1 to them; the gratification of no ambition, the 
de of no suecess, and the honor of no position shall tempt me to be- 
iv or abandon them Vo political evilean befall them which I would 
! vill share, and I desire no political good which I cannot 
hestow upon them A portion of them have contided to me the high 
t of representi them in this body and guarding as best I may 
their political interest, honor, and integrity as a part of the great 
family of American citizens. IT should be unworthy of their trust and 
contidence did LT not avail myself of tl sopportun ty, perhaps the last 
the session, to place mas far as lean in a positionto receive an 
pa il jud ent from at least that class of their countrymen of 
ther sections who are not mad with party passion and blinded by 
il pre] i al stilit 
l t remain s t d hear language of contumely and insult 
i ed to myself and nothing worse than a coward, but to make 
! defense when they are assailed, to utter no word of vindication 
en their patriotism is questioned, or their honor is aspersed, I 
should bean ingrateand atraitor. During the short time that I have 
ed eat upon this floor I have been too often made to feel 
it the presence here of myself and other southern representatives 
asia stef to nu rentlemen upon the other side of the Cham- 
lve nd we have been de painfully aware of the fact that we were 
nweleome guests in this the house of our fathers, 
HH far this net toward us accords with the courtesy which 
‘ hought we hada. ht to « Xpect trom political opponents, or to 
exte sapproved by the dictates of a wise and enlightened 
I Il not pause toinguire. To some our former rela- 
to the Government may furnish a sufficient excuse for a denun- 
\ | criticism which under other circumstances no party exi- 
‘ ind no political necessity could warrant or justify. 
I shall not now undertake to discuss any of the causes which 
ha long series of years led to the estrangement of the people 
tthe S h trom those of the other sections of the Union, and which 
ln inated in a civil strife, which for four years of blood and 
irnage ravaged and desolated the land. Norshall Lrefer to the im- 
ediate and clearly foreseen results of that mighty struggle. All 
these have passed into history, and posterity will doubtless form a 
correct estimate of the motives and conduct of the actors in the fear- 
t ly tof our civil war It is perhaps, however, not too mur h to 
e and predict that when the hot passions and bitter enmities 
\ h it naturally engendered shall have passed away, and wien the 
ent of men shall be guided by reason and calm reflection, their 
onclusion will be that our internecine strife was the sequence of cir- 


ces Which no wisdom or statesmanship could have directed 
or controlled, 
But, however this maybe, the people of the 
peo} 


rht when they entered upon the contest, 
) 


South believed they 


were I and when it was over 


} 








vielded reluctantly it may be, but in good faith, to a power which 
hey could no longer resist, convineed by the stern logic of an unsuc- 
cessi war that the cause for whichthey had fought was lost forever. 
When the banner which they had followed so long and with such 
| and lofty courage was folded in defeat and they 
‘ i il the tern of their surrende 

} 1} t ] ' » Olsc ve t al 
I ! i to trary, I assert 
: ] ‘ “ fast | t! I } 
- late fait! tart ed | r, tl r hile doing 
\ ive been the victims of serrows, persecuttous, and oppres 
s through which no people have passed since the children of 

| | ‘ held in the bondage of | yypt. 
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Phere Is 8Ccar e] i rit | h Snot been rr 

inst tl ! social « which has 1 been ir 
the ino islat ena eak ite<| to ontr 

sand ] i ’ i yal mon ' 

at ck i t ‘ i ’ ret | 1 ‘ 
£ s t ft 

adc ent Bu a t s PMC Vance it 

stung them almost to madness and seemed to shut out ey 


the future, they have been loyal to the Federal Governme) 
no resistance to its authority and waiting patiently for the tim: 
they would be restored to its favor and contidence, when they 
A few months ag 
wking back over the desert w 





once more be the equals of its other citizens. 
thought that time had come. L 


i 


ten years of misrule and oppression, the charred and blackened 


uments of social, political, and material ruin and desolation 
all over their fair land receded in the background and 
snced to fade from their vision, and looking forward with 
to the future they thought they beheld the coy 
dawn that would dispel the darkness of the long mght whi 


rose 


hie 


eager hope 


‘ nvelope dd them in its clo« m. 

On the eth of November last, they knew that the democracy of 
nation had won by the lawful and peaceful agency of the ba 
the grandest victory achieved in political warfare. O 
morning of that day the telegraph brought over the net-w 
wires, Which span our vast country, the glad news from ev 
tion of the Union, that more than a quarter of a miilion 
of American citizens had a few hours before cast thei 
candidates of the democratic party for President and Vice-Pres 
of the United States. With no thought that the voice of the yp 
would be disregarded, they looked forward to a lawful and yx 
consummation of the popular will. Theirrepresentatives ca 
this capital, imbued with that conservative spirit of law and 
which prevailed among the masses of theirconstituency at hor 
without which nofree representative government canexist, res 
do all that their duty as citizens and their solemn obligations as 
bers of the National Legislature required at their hands, to m 
the rights of the people and to save the country from the peri 
threatened it. When they reached here they found the pul 
ind tranquillity, and even: the safety of our form of govet 
menaced with the most fearful and alarming dangers. 

Party passion was aroused; the clamor of partisan leaders 
through the halls of the Capitol; the minions of power were 
ing around us, ready in the first moment of tumult o1 
strike down with iron hand every attribute and safeguard 
government. Patriotic and thinking men of both parties s 
clonds spreading over our political skies, charged with the elen 
of destruction, presaging a storm which bursting in its fury 
pour upon us a deluge of evils which would finally ingulf us i 
ing and irretrievable ruin. 

To avert these perils a measure of peace and conciliation w 
gested by the impulses of patriotism and love ofcountry. At 
by which the dangerous problem which confronted us might be s 
in a lawful and constitutional manner, was devised by the abl 
most distinguished members of both Houses of Congress, from 
both political parties, and it met with an indorsement seldom if 
before accorded to any measure of legislation, and by none was 
dorsed with more cordial unanimity than by the southern mem) 
this body. They knew that the democratic party had been trinmy 
inthe recent presidential election, and that the candidates of that | 
were justly entitled to be inducted into the high offices to 
they had been called by an unquestioned majority of the popular 
that they should of right wear the brilliant honors they had 1 
They knew they had a legal and moral right by the Co 
tion and laws of their country, as well as by that code of equit 
fair dealing by which all honest men are governed, to demand tle 
auguration of Tilden and Hendricks as President and Vice-Pres 
of the United States. But when they saw the dangers that thr 
the entire country upon every hand, when they beheld the wav: 
party passion being lashed into fury by a coming tempest, th 
willing, in order to save their country from ruin, to concede so 
the rights to which they believed they were clearly entitled. ‘1 
were willing to sacrifice the love of political power, the pride of 
success and supremacy, nay, to surrender all save honor and 
ple to guard from shipwreck republican government, free institut 
and the happiness of the American people. They had seen some 
more of the horrors of civil war and the disorder and ruin whic! 
lowed it, than the people of other sections of the country, and \ 
therefore better prepared to appreciate the wide-spread and irre 
ble ruin which another domestic commotion, another appeal to 
would entail upon the country, and the sorrow in which it 
shroud every household in the land. Therefore it was that th 
cheerfully and willingly gave their support to the bill creat 


ever 


votes ft 


} also! 








won. 





electoral commission, believing as they did that this afforded 
i means as could, under the cireumstances, be devised to det 
justly and impartially the question in doubt between the tw« 

the presidential election, and which threatened a d 
Line of the publi peace, 


Phe commission thus created was charged with the m« 
and sacred ever contided to mortal man he day 


duty since the « 
Jehovah, from amid the clouds of Mount Sinai, gave his law to M 
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ide him go forth and teach it to his people. When the voice 
American people, speaking through their representatives in 


canicle d 


( 4s, mit lifteen of their servants to d them from 
nd dreary wilderness of political doubt and uncertainty 
rrounded them, no thunder. it is ti ie, shook the Cay 

o cloud enveloped its Dome; yet no phenomena ld 
ide their duties more solemn or the command received 


stand 


No question of such grandeur and magnitude was 
efore submitted to human wisdom; no such sublime work as 
vere called upon to perform was ever before wrought by human 

is. To their integrity, honesty, and patriotism was intrusted 

immediate interest of more than forty millions of people, and 
with that the guerdon of human freedom and republican 
ernment throughout the world in all time tocome; for, , When 
reat Republic is overthrown no other will ever rise in its place ; 
the spirit of freedom and love of self-government shall no longer 
in the hearts of the American people, the influence of thes 
winciples will never again shape the actions of m: but 
the law of force, the rule of Op r the right of kings will 
undisputed sway over the nations of earth. In the presence of 
high tribunal, more august and imposing than a counc i of rulers 

. court of kings, representing the judicial dignity and power, and 

ding in its grasp the destinies of a mighty nation, the angry 
bling of the demagogue and the murmur of the discontented par- 
were hushed into silence, and the whole people with trembling 
thless anxiety looked forward to the result of its labors 

labors are ended. The public, now that the anxiety and 

suspense Which they excited have scarcely yet passed away, is sitting 

sty relentless judgment upon the conduct and motives of its 
withors; but the future effect of their work upon the publie interest 
the character of our country and the people is of far more im- 
tance, and will be more patiently and perhaps more fairly judged. 
When I gave my support to the electoral bill I was actuated pri 
by adesire to avert a danger which I felt and knew to be 
ninent, and from which I saw no other escape ; and secondly, 
ope and belief that it would insure the peaceful and quiet 
wguration of the President lawfully chosen by the peop le, and 
the publie mind that he was justly and fairly entitled to that 
ind responsib'e office. It is true that I thought the bill defect- 
structure as to details, that it was too vague and indefinite 
s terms, and admitted of too much latitude in the discretion of 

se who were to construe and apply it; but I had no power to 
re it in these respects, and I was willing to risk the ability and 
partial judgment of those who should be chosen to expound and 
rry it intoetiect. I willnot attempt to portray nor endeavor to con 
| how sadly I am disappointed or how deeply I am grieved at the 
sion which the commission has rendered, but I shall not have the 

ness of complaining in ill-natured and petulant language of a 

vhich I have no powei to change orreverse. There is but one 

nnal of final resort to which an appeal can be had, and that is 
sovereign power to which in this country we must all submit— 
people, who have made us their agents for the conduct of 
nd all other public affairs. Their judgment, when untrammeled by 
uty ties and unawed by lawless power, will not fail of that impar- 
lexpression which cannot perhaps be expected in this hour of ex- 
tation upon the one side and gloom and de pression upon _ other. 
llowever deeply Imay feel aggrieved by the judgment ‘that has been 
ered against my settled convictions of justice and right, Ishall 
not permit myself toindulge at present in any harsh and discourteous 
criticism of the motives of those who gave it. Conscious of the recti- 
tude of my own motives, if not satistied with the correctness of my 
judgment as to the members of the commission, I prefer not to think 
so poorly of my kind or so meanly of my countrymen as to express the 
belief that eight of the highest and most distinguished officers of the 

Government have willfully perverted the law they were 

sworn to administer with impartial fairness and outraged every prin- 

ciple of justice held sacred by the world of mankind. Though I am 

ible to perceive the logic or process of reasoning by which they 
reached their conclusions, and th ough Iam unable toreconcile the con- 
tet in the legal principles which seem to have guided them in de- 
termining the voteof Florida, Louisiana, and Oregon, I haveincharity 
endeavored to conclude that in their consciences they did no violence 

he law or the facts applicable to those States, But I cannot for- 
hear an expression of the opinion that, had I occupied the place upon 
the commission filled by the distinguished statesman from Massachu- 

ts, (Mr. Hoar,] I should have hesitated very long before 1 would 
have permitted the sovereignty of that noble old Commonwealth to 

w stricken down and he r people humiliated by having the hand of a 
wdoned convict cast their electoral vote in detiance of their will. 

fhe law would have had to be as inflexible as stee] and the proof im- 

{somewhat with the sanctity of holy writ which could have in- 
need me to allow the voice of a felon bearing the brand of the laws 
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we and disability, to ex press the pretended will of the peopl 
| rida agai ust their 30 lenin protest and disclaimer. 
If Thad been a member of that commission, as was the gifted and 





man from Ohi« r. GARFIELD, ] I would never h 





ed the vote of that en e State of the West to have a 
termined by a band of outcasts and adventurers against the indig 
int outery of its gallant and patriotic citizens unless I had been 
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of di rf) ‘ rt 
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le i Test 8 i 5 Va i 
eot escape ‘ f I I 
cast over the people of Ohio any other State of \ 
mantle of shame and humiliati Which now hangs dark iadow 


of death over She people of Louisiana 
upon the 3 of 


W ith the 


With the hand of the robber in their 


foot ot the 


her yx 


opie, 





treasury for ten years of disorder and pillage, bereft of their dearest 
rights insulted by the stranger and adventurer and ruled by the 
thief and the plunderer, they present to-day the | mockery of 
free Government ever exhibited to the gaze of the y while their 
sister States of Florida and South Carolina wear the sam \ es 
which holds them in slavery. 

When the electoral bill was passed, in the midst, as we then were, 
of a dangerous state of public excitement and party passion, and over 
the opposition of the more extreme elements in both political parties, 
I thought we had won the proudest and grandest triumph ever 
achieved by the wisdom and patriotism of the American | 
the annals of our history It was asublime etfort to oven 
and prejudice by moderation and prudence—a victory gi 
cession and forbearance, born, as I thought, of the p 
country and most exalted statesmanship, over that im] 
of party, whi unrest! ed, would drift a free gove 
despotism or anarchy, disorder, and ruin And while t 
sp red by that victory have not been realized in all the 


yet not dead forever, and whil 
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iden tint, yet it has not, I 


they are 
has lost 
crumbled into dust 
The aceu 
waged were 





Some Of LIS 6 


es exh 





his Hall while that struggle was be 








never witnessed before in the legislative cour ofa 
hation or people on earth Phi fervid eloquence with which the 
most gifted orators and « neuished leaders of both political parties, 
from every section of the country, urged t rt of a CASUPE 
which was to bring peace id the reign of cou ry s lo 
wearied with disorder, live in histor ration of thei 
SEF, long after their names shall have been inscribed up 


the honored roll of departed statesmen. 


I can but feel more than a mere 


partisan regret that the re 





























their efforts, so far as the are yet developed, howeve m0 

they may have been attained in the judgment of those ho have 
accomplished them, have not met the wietion and approva fa 
larger number of e American peopl But, however much the 
body they created may have betrayed its trust or fall hort of 
the demands of justice and publie expectation, | however great 
the ean it has wrought for the present, yet it may serve to 
teach a useful lesson and bring some benetit ithe f ire Out 
action in this matter ha I trust, already in pressed the , 
lic mind the assuran id conviction, not before felt, that no q 
tion, however complicated ingerou ul el ‘ t 
ministration of our Go l which may not be solved b prercn 
ful, constitutional, and law i It fu ne we ere leal 
that vielence and disord can bring nob ind that ithe 1 
prosperity and individual happiness can only be seenred under 
reign of peace and the supremacy of law. If we could but learn that 
higher and nobler lesson in pouth al wisdom, that broad ‘ ft 
tatesmanship that conde the party creed which based alone 
upon sectional hatred and animosities, we woul leed e le | 
us many evils of the past and enter with brig Lope mth ( 
ond centennial of our national existence. 

If the work of the el ral cor thas failed Ise of good 
it h least served the put | furnished the occa f 
cating the cl eter and pat f tl ) wople, of 4 
lng the taputations of their enemies upon their iit t ity 

» the Governme wid of brin \ »yshame theiru CHerous A 
ers. Forten years of p Ll proscription the wick | fo | 

ve that the rebel democracy were seeking politica power for 
honorable and unpatt pur ind that the rebels and ¢ i 
of the South were co I t ) via { ove l , nL thie Gs 
ernment, has not only been proclaimed by the party i l 
political menial in eve popular election, but it | ( y too 


olten repe ited in this Hall by tl e whose posit is mould dave 





raised them above the influence of feelings so revengefal and malig 
nant and that are so little 1 accord with the calm dignity which 
should mark the deportment of t state in and itor 
That the southern people ha ymetimes been re ‘ ider the in 
fliction of repeated and unmerited vy wad tha yet ime m 
pelled by the instincts ot seli-pre rvation,they ha broken over | i! 
restraints wl ith ‘ ) Linay bet ) 
1 I eu ) t vcd the ] 

5 Id 

} 

! ! il ° 
‘ sf uf ‘ 
} | | ; 

! ' 

1 d plundered rf ritivesa ‘ 
( rter « he wol re tal than Gotl t t | 





















































































thev not have 
~ t held tl n subjection to these cor 

! t ft reti ipon their oppressors, thougl 
estr ) » themselves? When the sturdy, 

} ant f Ne | ind shall see political brigands and 
plunderers sitting in the high places that were wont to be 

filled by the most distinguished of their fellow-citizens, and shall be 
compelled to behold the ermine of justice worn by the ignorant char- 
latan, and their laws administered by corrupt and mercenary knaves, 
and then be told that they must admit them to their household, bear 


witness to their virtue, and do honor to their character, they will 





rise up and destroy them, if they have not 1] that spirit of fearless 
manhood and ardent love of liberty which they inherited from their 
ancestors. And yet the people of the South have suffered all these 
t! rs, and more, under a Government which they have just assisted 
to save, at the risk of being compelled for four years longer to submit 
to this bitter shame and humiliation. Will their countrymen longer 
misjudge them? Will even their political foes longer distrust their 


devotion to the public good, revil ‘their actions, or judge harshly of 
their conduct ar 

If they comn 
sought to withdraw fre 


dl motive ; 
itted a folly even a great crime, if you will, when they 
mm the Federal Union and establish 





1 yovern 





ment for themselves, surely they have suffered in bitterness and an 
ruish a fearful penalty, and their most relentless enemy, if a brave 
and generous one, would scarcely wish to deal them another blow. 
The republiean party claims to have overcome them in war, and as- 
umes to itself the honor of saving the Government from their efforts 
to destroy it. If this be true, they can the more easily afford, now 


that the war is over and their victory is complete, to exhibit toward 
their vanquished foemen something of the chivalry that makes the 
ti They can and ought to be as 
in peace as they claim to have been in war,and accord to their 
late adversaries as civilians some of the respect which they showed 


soldier delight in generous deeds, 
| 


haniy 


them as soldiers. Had this been done, when the war was ended every 
legitimate result of that war could have been secured without inftlict- 
ny another wrong, without arousing another angry passion, and with- 
out exciting a singl@ act of opposition or murmur of complaint from 
the people of the South. 

Buta different poliey was pursued. The gallantmen who had fought 
to a suecessful conclusion a great civil war for the maintenance of the 
l titsend rladly laid aside the implements of the soldier and re- 


dtothe quiet pursuits of peaceful life, leaving their unfortunate ad 


} they 


| words of his friend as well as the altered tone of the organ of 
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| they are at least the equals of all other American citizens i: 








the means of holding some of them for four more 


VvVears inti 


of a power inexorable as fate and pitiless as death I} 
which you have thus gained for your party, however disc1 
vas won, may, if wisely used, bring more blessings to your 


than any triumph you have ever achieved. 
magnanimity make 


You may by ag 
those whom you have hated and reviled f{ 
ministration of public laws and in the guardianship of the 1 
honor. They have shown you in the most dangerous crisis thy 
which this Government has ever passed that they are capable of sa 
ficing every personal resentment for the peace, tranquillity, and sa{ 
of the country. They have proven to you and the world that 
will abide in good faith the decision of a tribunal which has disa 
pointed their most cherished hopes and robbed them of their di 
rights, becanse it was made under the provisions of a law wh 
were honorably bound to observe, 

Within a short time Mr. Hayes will be clothed with the powe: 
dignity of the Chief Ruler of this, the foremost nation upon eart 
With what wisdom and justice he will administer his high trust 
discharge the solemn duties of that exalted station, I do not ki 
and cannot predict. Iam glad to believe that there are some 
those who have a party claim to direct and intluence his acti 
are not wanting in the attribute of statesmanship and the imp 
of patriotism which would raise them above that ignoble am 
that would bring ruin to the country to give strength and po 
their party. If their utterances upon this floor are to be tr 
have given to me an assurance that the country will 
wholly disappointed in the hope of a better and purer adiminist 
of publie affairs than we have had for many years of our past h 
I listened with pleasure to the generous and manly declaration of t 
distinguished gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Fosrer,] sounding 
strangely coming from that side of the House, that hencefort] 
Southern States were not to be treated as foreign provinces nor 1 
people held as conquered subjects; but that the flag of the 1 
should wave over a restored Union of equal States, of loyal and 
tented citizens. Let me say to that gentleman that sentiment 
those he so eloquently expressed would more likely win the he 
southern people than if he were to deck them with political 
give them all the patronage of the Government, and fill their « 
with wealth. 

If Mr. Hayes were here IT should say to him that the few 





} 
I 


| in this city has done more to allay the spirit of opposition and 


him an unobstructed path to the White House than all the « 
and denunciation of his less generous and magnanimous fol 
If, when invested with the honors which await him, he sho 


| governed by these high principles and patriotic aims he will pro 


versaries the prey of dastards, who skulked from danger in the hour of 
rife, and only rushed into combat to strike a disarmed and fallen foe. 
lar better would it have been for the country if the soldiers who 
fought the great battles which fixed our theory of government had 
been permitted to sit together in legislative council and devise the 
method of reconstructing and building up again our shattered polit- 
eit ten Wise men would have considered the causes which led 
to the war,and sought to understand the feelings of the southern peo- 
ple before they would have entered upon a policy toward them | 
Which has not only inflicted so many evils upon the present, but has 
planted the seeds of hostility to the Government in generations which 
are to come, Is it not time to pause and inquire whether or not this 


policy has been just in the past or if it would be wise to continue it 


nthe future? What it has already accomplished is seen in the over 
throw of free and honest government in great States of this Union, 
the humiliation and estrangement of their people,and the disorder 
und confusion which for ten years have prevailed in their midst. 
Is it not quite time we were being governed in our publie conduct 








} ome of the ] in the history of other nations and 
t What vood is ¢ xper ted to be accomplished by kee p- 
ng alive the fires of sectional hatred and giving constant vitality 

d inereased intensity to animosities engendered by our civil strife ? 
Will our nation grow greater, or our people more happy under the 
Tel 
+} 


essons taught 


el people 


: Can 
be expected to win the loyalty and affections of a people by per 


w restoration of peace between the two sections of the Union? 


secution and proscription? Is England greater to-day, or Ireland 
more loyal toits government, because Emmett perished upon the seaf- 
fold, and Mitchell, Meagher, and the hundreds of other patriots were 


exiled from their among strangers? Did the throne 


of the Bourbons stand more firmly after they and their allies had sent 
the great Napoleon to die in the solitude of Saint Helena? Would it 
detract anything from the greatness of the Prussian Empire if Carl 
Schurz recalled to his native land and made the colaborer of 
Bismarck, the illustrious chancellor of that great government ? Who 
ean doubt that the prosperity and well-being of our whole coun- 
try, both the North and the South, can only be secured by a generous, 


homes to live 


were 


rn of PASSLONS and pre judices which shonld have perished with | 


liberal, and enlightened policy that will enlist the co-operation and | 


aid of eve ry class of our pe ople ? 


lo the gentleme republican party I have a few words to 
} 


nof the 


By apy ces rendered necessary by a condition of danger in 

i yr xa) yr Y rt , , ] » hex leg 

, LOT i Vou. party is respo iv’. you have iene ] 

‘ d to win a great party victory and to secure the inauguration 
of y r candidate for President of the United States; though the 
\ I n people do not ul w not believe that he is clected by ama 
jorityoftheir votes. But Lassistedin constructing the legal machinery 
by which this result was attained, and I feel bound, as do the south- 


ople, 


to stand by it with inflexible firmness, though it should be | 





the world that fortune has not bestowed her smiles upon a t 
unworthy favorite, and though he will not win the political al 
of the southern people for his party, he may win their support f 
administration of the Government, their contidence and resp: 
himself. 


Electoral Vote of Oregon. 


SPEECH OF HON. LA FAYETTE 
OREGON, 
OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


or 

IN THE HOUSE 
February 24, 1877, 

On the Oregon electoral vote. 


Mr. LANE. Mr. Speaker, as the Representative from the State 
Oregon I deem it my duty to submit in brief, as limited by th 
under which we are acting, my views relative to the Oregon elect 
vote. It would be my pleasure, and I surely would esteem it my du 
were the time adequate, to vindicate in every regard the character 
of Governor Grover as well as the conclusion to which he arriy 
when he issued the certificates to the true electors of the State 
Oregon. His personal character where he is known is above attack, 
suspicion, or reproach. His official character has been amply and 
gratifyingly vindicated by the esteem and confidence reposed in 
by the citizens of the State of Oregon. Twice has that State sek 
him to the highest position known to its form of government, and 
but recently have we selected him to one of the most honorable po 
tions known to our Federalsystem. Whatever may be the criticisuis, 
no matter how unfriendly, as to his action in issuing the elect: 
certificate, now the subject for consideration, certain am I that 
was never influenced by any motive that would not illustrat 
» and purity of a statesman and a patriot. He under 
his duty, and conscientiously performed it as he understood it 

On the 7th day of November, 1876, the qualified voters of the 5 
ot the electors who were to cast the vote there 
President and Vice-President as required by the Constitution 
that time there were nine candidates soliciting their suffrages, t™ 
senting the three aspirants for presidential honors, of which nun 


f « 
Lé 


inte 


} 
Litre 


Oregon chose 
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ible 
and Of the laws ot Oregon. Of 
J. W. Watts. This indi 


as absolutely disqu 


under the provisions of the 





pe voted tor w 
at that tiie 


dite 


tor, he beg a postinasterin the town of La Fay 
Yambjll County, Oregon, a Federal otlice embraced within th 
ition of article 2of the Constitution of the United States 


Phat this man Watts held such Federal otlice is a matter of official 
and concerning Which there is no dispute. That that fact 
erally known in the State of Oregon is also indisputable. 


l 


holding of that office was a disqualification may not have 
so generally understood, albeit I apprehend it was sutliciently 
wn. The doctrine of * 
some cases be applicable, but lL do protest that it should be ap- 
ost strictly in the the Chief Magistrate of 
States. The purpose of our fathers in eliminating fi 
of such an otlicer every intlnence of an extraneous and in 
character, such as might be developed by the 
influence, is apparent who understands the 
‘ ipon Which our Government was founded. 
selection of 


iqnorantia le qis neminem ercusat” may 


selection of 





exere e of 
to every one 
he an elector is exclusively a matter unde 
d regulation of the State governments as to the mod 
ereot, the qualification, however, being defined and limited by 
e Constitution of the United States, a prominent disqualitication 
it referred to—he cannot hold a lederal oflice. 
that no person can be President unless he be a natural 
If Mr. Hayes was a native of Dahomey he would be as \ 
ed to be President as was this man Watts to bean elector; the 
m of the one tothe highest office would be no greater violation 
tr fundamental law, or the spirit thereof, than the utilizing of 
to contribute to that result, 
fhe duty of the governor of Oregon was to grant certilicates to 
sxe who were duly elected. Now, then, nobody could be elected m 
vas embraced within the qualitication of the Constitution. 
efore Governor Grover could not, and thank God did not, 
icate to this disqualified individual. It was not a ministerial 
he governor performed, but if was one imposed upon him in | 
ecapacity. Had he done else than take cognizance of the dis- 
cation of Watts he would have violated his oath of ofiice and 
ave been a perjurer, both morally and legally. 
law of the State of Oregon prov ides that the votes for electors 
e given, received, returned, and canvassed the same as for 
ers of The governor alone can grant certificates to 
ers of Congress. He shallissue a certificate to the person having 
hest number of votes. The word person can only mean one 
qualified to be voted for. The sec retary ot state shall prepare 
sts of the names of the electors elected and aflix the seal of the 
to the same. To give such lists any character or validity 
ver they must be signe l by the governor and secretary. 
ite or list was duly prepared and by the secretary of state de- 
ed to the college of electors at the hour of their meeting, ov the 
Wednesday of December last. 
There is no certificate, no list containing the name of one J. W. 
s, Who pretends to be an elector, signed by the governor of Ore 





Phere is a pro 


Issue a 


1s 


Congress. 


Such 


\ny list of the votescast, although certified by the secretary of state, 
t having the governor’s siguature, has neither significance in 

or validity in law. 
The resignation of Watts on the 13th day of November last can in 
iy relieve against the disabilities existing on the day of election. 
law of Oregon clectors are chosen by the direct vote of 
By act of Congress they are to be appointed in each State on 
Puesday after the first Monday of November in every fourth year 
eeding evgry election of aPresident and Vice-President. Uni 
Revised Statutes, page 131.) Watts was appointed on that 
lar day, if at all; he could not be appointed if not eligible. 
as not eligible, and therefore was not appointed. It is a favor- 
practice of some of the voters of my State to manifest their appre- 
mot the majesty and grandeurof Mount Hood and at each clee 
cast a ballot or so for that magnificant mountain. Had 
ect of peculiar admiration by chance received a majority of the 
es Cast for presidential electors would anybody contend that the 
rnor should have issued a certificate in accordance with such 


this 
} 


tes?) Certainly not, and yet Watts, though perhaps somewhat less | 


ssal in structure, was none the less constitutionally disqualified 
this most charming feature of our common mother. 

» thus rests the case. The governor issued certificates to the three 
est eligible candidates—Cronin, Cartwright, and Odell: the two 
med positively refused to act with Mr. Cronin. As an elector 

vas required to perform a certain and very high duty. Being 
ily ignored by his associates on the certificate he proceeded inthe 
manner to which in law he could resort. He tilled a vacancy 
he appointment of Mr. Miller, and they supplied the remaining 
icy by the appointment of Mr. Parker, and thereupon regularly 
n due form of law proceeded to perform the duties of their office. 
e State of Oregon has any voice in the electoral college it is ex 

ssedby theCronin return. If that be rejected, we are distranchised, 

{ other vote be accepts d, the Constitution is violated and Jaw and 

mand logic are wholly disregarded. 

way be, but I am inclined to doubt it, that a majority of the 
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people of my State ] Mr. H 
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lcan people, 


The Electoral 


SPEECH OF HON. JOUN D. WHITE, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 





























4) ‘ 1 

Mr. WHITI Mr. Speaker, * Hayes has 1 ‘ 1X5 votes and is 
elected,” isthe verdict of se ele oral commiss Who 
vould have thought it Was not the electoral con s created 
to give Tilden a chance? Why, Haves had 185 votes on the 6th day 
of December, 1X76. Certa \ did not need any commission If 
Pilden had nothing to g Vv submitting his« eto a jury of tiffeen 
men, for wl purpose was the electora 1 ission creates Mi 
Lilden’s New York lawyer, of great fa eader for eriminal 
vas eager for the passaue f the compromise electoral bill W 
anxious eye he watched t disappearance of the Amer in fla 
Which was to himas La Lt tiv massave of th | R 1 his 
place thus he soliloquize 

l ere ! la 1 1 1 
\ { led, and 1 } 

Likewise did Mr. Tilden’s Kentucky mouthpiece and ) iting 
convention boss, who is so handsomely described by the successor of 

nd lamented Speaker fr Irv Las 

I hed lel ¢ Ke M 
Wa S } 

t } ( j 
self \ yr tha { | Nat 
{ t to ire and ( 4 
om red isa 
s I 
and {ti i umn ' 

Phi t ur t 

o civil it i 

Lhen ** be t t 

is wont to t 
I native a 

I shall 1 I 

t rist t ‘ 
‘ t this I { 
Va i . 

In like manner also « the distingnished hondl ind wire 
worker, | Mr. Hewitt | isthe chairman of Mr. ‘I en tional 
executive committee tor b ng mules in Indiana, &« 

Distinguished democrat eaders and United States Senators 
BAYARD and THURMAN, not « favored but actually urged the ] 
save of this uncoustitutional bi 

In short, we were ss we passed tl I ome dreac | 
calamity would befall our helpless country ; perhaps n ollea 
with Southern Pacitic Railroad tendencies and *C, J.” se ry) 
pensities might march upon Washington at the head of 100,00 
armed men” to secure the iauguration of “his man 00 hiul 
a“ barl of money.” 

See bow he ma ifies rage and attempts to dupe his k 
tucky readers by an editor on January 2, 1577, 1 e fe 
lowing is an extract: 

And} D . 
$n their t 
app 
try 
pirat ( 

{ In 
t al t \ 

Evidently this ge \ the |} e fromafar” ¢ f 
late unpleas 1CSS er! neal **t conserva ‘ Line 
Oo fittes inch she 

It is true, Mr. Sp ( or 1 talked of ir,and t 
ot Pilde 1 Or fie] j ‘ ‘ ’ occa ol i 
slo! Certain rec $ Ts i ithe I 
mato I es, a \ ‘ ' o 
i ( i I t thir t t 
pate and make th erab OE « ‘ i 
tory articles anc eetl had their etlect uy { vu 
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House « f 
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ind that Cor 
I that Congress co | 
’ of a State in this I 
Those who favored 
I derof thedoctrine of “S 
that a State has a richt 
Which are above and 
ver to control its own retut 
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I s had no pov e! 
y i lL thea 
of Sta isa 
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uch a proposition 
tel | Anil 
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is for 


presidential 
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ro beyond the powers 


, find no diftieu 


iwo when they were free fi 


party strife They now 


hold 


ty, 


ing back on” the 


senator 


the amendments to the Constitution is 
el d States b (ons ifior ry ibited 
Stat ‘ ‘ t peo] 
ind the returns of the presidential electoral 
ta ‘ ited to tl Ss democrat Llouse nor to 
rress and the President. Each State nal 
} et e this g stion for themselves 
re s bu he counting of the votesand 
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ths ago, and long be- 


t, delivered this OPINION ¢ 


from Ohio, 


nale I t he pre 


ir own hon- 


om the 


that ¢ 


influences 


mMeress can 


returns trom the States of Flor 


e a majority of the electoral comn 


; ¢ ] } 
oe cleal 


ssion refused to re- 


v bevond their control, the fol- 


Senators and Representatives solemnly protest against 
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rht of the several States? 


number of them 


They 


were sl 
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nay think 


las passed away the fact 
both w 


ntlemen in 


have signed away the most 


ames: 


York; Frank Hereford, West Vir 


v, Texas; T. ] 
Kk. Bailey, Ter 
Mai 








kk. MeDonald, Indiana 


en | Ainsworth, John D. 


Vine! 


we \i 
he’s i \ 





Georg 


Boone, ‘I 


Missouri: 


Randolph, 


H. Buekner, Georg 


M. Beebe, Rie -ar 
John M. Bright, John | 
John H. Cald 


il Bradford, 
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. Cabell 
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na \W > Jones, ] lorid 2 


inia; Henry 


W. Eaton, Con 


New Jersey; R. E. 


Davis 
land; George Goldthwaite, Alabama: A. 
Olina; 1 M. Norwood, Georgia; L.C. Met reery, } 


West Vir- 


is, John C. 


land, James 


roe W., 


Cate, Ber- 


ke, John B. Clark, 


hrane, Francis D. Collins, Philip 


Repre itives by the Constitution of the United 
Powe! ire either lode nit separate Legis i 
rai States ¢ reserved in and by tlhe people for them | 
ire Lhe sources 
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mar, Franklin Landers, George M. Landers, William M, L 


Sam 





ook, Jacob P. ¢ Samuel S. Cox, David B. Culhe ] 
) he A. De Bolt, Gee G. Dibrell, Milton J. D 
R. eden, A t Gd t, KE. John | s, Charles J. I 

n i. Felton, Da Drudk Field, Jesse J. 1 ey, W 

, Benjamin J. Franklin, Benoni S. Fuller, Lucien C. G 

1 L. Gibson, John M. Glover, John Goode, jr., John R. ¢ 


mas M. Gunter, Andrew H. Hamilton, Robert Hamilte \ 
Hardenbergh, Heury R. Harris, John T. Harris, Carter H. H 


bram S. He witt, Goldsmitl 


I 
\ 
Julian Hartrid re, William Hartzell, Robert A. Hatcher, Eli JJ | 
\ W. Hewitt, Benjamin H. Hill, W 
S 1 


Hiolman, Charles E. Hooker, James H. Hopkins, Jobn | 
Andrew Humphreys, Frank H. Hurd, George A. Jenks, Fray 


Phomas L. Jones, Edward C. Kehr, J. Proctor Knott, Lucius Q 


B. Lewis, John K. Luttrell, William P. Lynde, L. A. M 
Maish, William MeFa 
les W. Milliken, I 









oger Q. Mills, Hernando D. Money, ( 





nd, John A. McMahon, Henry B. Met 


Morgan, William R. Morrison, William Mutehler, Lawrence ‘| 


Jeptha D. New, John FE. Philips, Earley F. Poppleton, Josep) 


LJ. Randall, David Rea, John H. Reagan, Jobn Reilly,J 


M. Robbins, Miles Ross, John S. Sava 


Scales, John G, Schumaker, James She 


Milton Sayler, A 
heakley, Otho R. Sing! 

Milton I. Southard, William A. J. Sparks, Wi 
Springer, William H. Stanton, William S. Stenger, Adlai E. Ste 
William H. Stone, Thomas Swann, John K. Tarbox, Fred 
reese, William Terry, Charles P. Thompson, Philip F. ‘Thomas 
\ Throckmorton, John R. Tucker, Jacob Turney, John I 
Robert B. Vance, Alfred M. Waddell, Ansel T. Walling, E 








um F. Slemon 








nd fountain of all the powers in this whole | Levi Warner, William W. Warren, Henry Watterson, Erastus 
Whitthorne, Peter D. Wigginton, Alpheus 8. W 


Washington ( 
James Williams, Jere N. Williams, Benjamin A. Willis, W 
Wilshire, Benjamin Wilson, Fernando Wood, Jesse J. Yeats 
Young. 
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again when these gentlemen, or 1 
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They will also agree with some of the rest of us that w! 
was no authority and no neeessity for the electoral comm 


its decisions were sound, 












rhe brief ground of this decision is that it appears upon such evid 
Cor tution and the law named in said act of Congress is ¢ petenéa 
1 con leration of the subject, t t 
e bye fully ] ited s rel f 
St s for tl 1 beg v 
‘ ttl s such at the 
stitution of t l ed ‘ nd tl 
of votes decided, and does hereby n 
Constitution and the law as it existed at tl 1 
»evidence a ide the papers opened by he Senat 
ence of the two ILouses to prove that other hose regula 
to by the governor of the State ef Louisiar ng to the det 


and declaration of their appointment by the returning otheers for clectio 





said State, prior to the time required for the performance of their duties 

























rinted <tors, or by counter-proof to show that they 1 not; ort 
I on of the said returning icers W not in accorda vith tl 
t fact—the com ion by a majority of votes being of opinion that iti 
the jurisdict of the two Houses « ress assembled to count the 
Presi l Vice-President to enter at lof such question. 
I ssion by a majority of votes is also of opinion that i 
to pro of said persous I ted elector iforesaid 
trust or profit under the United Sts at the time en they we 
that they were ineligible under the laws of the State or any other ma 
to be produced alivnde the said certificates and papers 
Che commission is also of opinion by a jority of votes that the ret 
( of election who canvassed the v the election f el ors i 
were a legally constituted body bv virtue of a constitutional law 
vacal in said body did not vitiate its proccedings 


Judee Church, a democrat and the chief-justice of the court 
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alia Meemgineg VW. Wire Warten Wt Miklis tebe Gabhinn % 


As an example, let the tollowing su 





peals of the State of New York, on the Ll0th February, 1°77, sa 


I have alw expressed the oy 1 that the authentication of U 
presidential ors, according to t of each State, is tinal and « 
and that there exists no power to go behind them 
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| ew of this fact how humilhating to every American citizen the Youtalk about retrenchni ! What manamong ve thas proposed 
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* * * * * + t « ‘ 
tice to one class of white peopl Louisiana, I am frank tos that to ¢ 1 } } } 
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md donot believe that they Would be guilty, personally, of che ,| than justified by rece ‘ . , \ east vo attempt vere 
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And now, Mr. Speaker, besides attending to the presidential 4 ve 
e, What has this House accomplished? Very little, if anything. aes . ; 
by their fruits ye shall know them,” and by its record the major- 
this House stands condemned before the country. | +i It 1D) 
More than a year ago it began its political campaign for power in 
} 4 } } { (x 4 
e Government of this country. “ Retrenchment and reform” was : 


cry of those who toretold, foresaw, and labored for the downfal 
the republican party. t hear Mr. ( 
With an abandon that amounted to madness, their retrenchment s 

ry was carried so far that every department of the Government | ‘yp 


erlously crippled; the Army was reduced; the Navy allowed to | 
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‘down under the decaying ageneies of time; foreign ministers and QO. D Ir. ( Mr. O 
ils were called home; forty-four American tlags which had , 

ited to the breeze in foreign lands as a symbol ef our power and 0 


vill were hauled down, furled, and brought home; pensioners \ I ! 
npaid, becanse there is no appropriation to complete the exan tes ¢ to Mr. ( or D I 
of their cases; for a like reason claims for commissary and ‘ t 
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rendered inoperative and the old ones ar horn of their usefu ) I t tors 

Ah, ves, this is retrenchment with a vengeance. * The Lord ‘ 

ird you according to your works.” 

Kelorm! Reform! Reform! was in the heart of every enemy to re- 


publicanism, and on the lips of every democratic politician, dema 
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t etor and the effect of the work is to pro: e the pre ’ Phe s i 
ry wenera it is our duty to do so, it re s to be « ‘ to } r ( { 
ether the ¢ I tie of ara ad fi the present te 1 ) 
f I is 1 Pacitie Railroad ort Worth to the P Is t M 
sa work of national import e of the chat r des 1. | But before proces 
is considered that the entire line yet to be constructed ¢ I desire to ea 
s through an unsettled region, muc! irger portion of ( il bill wl 1 
ed by the Federal Government, I there can be d to the ' 
the subject The vast region traversed by th | ected ue I i ol ( s \ »M 
ven over tosolitude, would be spec settled and the wealt s. and also pre a . \ 
nation be enormously increased by its coustruet It w | d Pac Ra | 
pen another great highway to th Pac e¢ Ocean Crease the ¢ ith ‘ 
ties of the nation for trading with the nations of the Exs | i t l ( 
5 further “promoting the prosperity of the country gener fa dir Pa Ove 
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Government would find ready purcl rs and the rever s of the At Fort ¥ \ ] ‘ . }) 7 
( nment be correspondingly increased, not only by the proceeds | the Southern P ( 1 to « the ad 
the sale of its lands, but by the increased production of wealth, | from a dire co ‘ ‘ G 
mineral and agricultural, which would follow. Ina large por- | g VP on the s Pia Ca 
ol the country traversed by the Texas and Pacitie the Gover hi co rl i ‘ 
nt is the sole proprietor, and its interests alone are promoted. If | vr Ll trib I to the > fa 
that be true, according to the rule laid down by Mr. Calhoun in the | San France » ‘It he fora i 
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s construction.” nother gre ( ealth 
lhere cannot, I think, be any doubt in the minds of the members | which | ( t ( A l ! 
this body in regard to the character of this project, but that all | the lin f road Gi | i te hundred 
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t] tem is based As money is now instituted it is somet} 
t . ere tool of exchanue i t deseribed by the eco; 
re metal is selected a ema ial out of which toy 
aon I: i aad t { 5 rt i Very ure vy Sscarcel 1) 
sale of y move al a t« ent wi i t 
itl e sole power of egal tender, the most potent p ‘ 
tii of acivilized community Inthiswa ‘ 
with supreme control over labor and all Kinds of prope 
func tool of exchange are totally perverted. A 








cou y possess abundant resources as well as labo 
can be accomplished until capital in the form of money is « 
M y in the form of capital it is said represents past labor, \ 
mild like to know why past labor should be considered at 
or entitled to any more rights, than present labor. We! 
yee pl nel ¢ en political economists are in the habit of co 
ta yvreat advantage to us if we can borrow money abroad 
rate of interest. They say it gives us what we nix need 
ind at the same time they entirely overlook the i t that 
ousand times more capital in the form of natural we ! 
oing to loss before our eves constantly, sim] for tli 
tool of exchange to render it available It is for reason 1 i 
hat la 1 opposed to the Government ever Issuing not lye 
mraging corporations to do so, under the pres¢ falsc 
money and finance, 
But, Mr. Speaker, there is a way in which the Governme 
United States can aid undertaki sof national linportance, 


for the considerat 





vithout burdening either the Government or the people, b 
rreat and lasti advantage of both, and one which, 1 su 
i nded 1 pon sc unl principles ¢ { finance as well as com ) 


Phat way I have embodied in the substitute, which IL have sub 


ion of this Hlouse, and I shall now proceed 
uss its merits in the briefest manner possible: 
The first ction of the substitute provides for the const 
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branches proy 


the main trunk line from its present termim 
Diego by the shortest pr route. The 


original bill a reasons alre 





it Mabe 





re, wdiy given, not « 


, horis any provision made to authorize the So 








if ornia to build the west half of the road 

l tion, relating to pro raia arrangements with ce 

y roads and like questions, isalmost identical with the sa 
n the original bill, and affords I think all the safeguards r 
to secure the end aimed at. 

Phe third section provides that the company shall exeents 
posit with the Seeretary of the Treasury bonds of the company 
erly secured by mortgage on the road, lands, and franchises ot 
company, to the amount of 330,000 pel nile of road to be const 





said bonds to be payable in lawtul lifty years atter d 
to bear at the rate of 2 per cent. a year; interest not 


torun until three years after date 


money 


interest 2 
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Phe fourth section provides that on the construction of ter 
miles of road and their acceptance by the Government on the 
cate ol commissioners given under oath, the Sec retary of the Ir 


shall deliver to said company non-interest-bearing Treasury 1 
the United States to the amount of the actual cost of the road, 
exceed the average rate of $30,000 per mile. 

Phe proposition embodied in the two last sections is simp 


, instead of the Government lending the conpany its cre 











tiie shape of a guarantee of the interest on the bonds of the cor 

to the amount of $175,000,000, it shall lend its credit in the for 
non terest-bearing Treasury notes to the «mount of about o42 
000. This proposition, simple and plain as it is, will lead to rm 


as different from those which would follow the passage of the 
nal bill as day is from night. 
If the bonds of the company are guaranteed as to their inte 


the Government the company could not use them directly in the 
of the road, but aro 
markets of the world at a great expense and stand a heavy 

in all probability, to obtain capital, represe nting past labor, to ns 
a tool of exchange in order to avail itself of the labor and reso 
our own people in the construction of its road. This is not 


truction would have to go shinnit 









entirely unnecessary—for, as already suggested, it is not past 
that is wanted, but simply a tool of exchange to render availa 





present labor and resources on hand—but it is worse. It entai 
the people a burden equal to the interest paid for foreign ca 
used in the construction of the road, and in case the company beco 
delinquent and the road passes into the hands of its foreign m 
gees it will prove a drain upon the country to the extent of the 
lits of the road forever unless the road is repurchased by out 
people at some future time, which can never happen if money 
tinues to be instituted as at present. 

The interest on $70,000,000 at5 per cent. a year would be $3,500) 
the amount which would have to be sent abroad each year in pp! 
ucts or bullion to pay for the use of capital needed to serv: 
purposes of money. If the experience of the Union Pacilic is 

iterion, this amount is larger than the Texas and Da 
Company can hope to realize from the protits of its road fo1 
ye lead to embarrassment to the com) 
lh rates of transportation, and to further taxation on the part 
the Government; aud in the end, as already suggested, would re: 
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d tributary solely to foreign capitalists. We have now too | ! 
roads built in this manner, r ely for th ‘ 
ners, and it is time for us a 6 more closely to the 
ests of our own people. The cry of reform was he L thi 
‘ nd last fall, and was indorsed by the people in the 1 
ny manner, as indicated by the electio of Mr. 1 le I 
mation is needed in anytl than other more eve I l 
Yl ev out the thieves and plunderers of the people now 
it is in the present financial policy of the Government. whie] l , 
\ rs past has been skillfully molded to enrich the « uit st . ——— 
ney lender, and the bondholder at the expense of the indus I 
nd business classes of the country. Int ry | i 
Let us now contrast this with the results to which the principles | } cae ou a ae 
din the substitute will lead. The company in the first place 
be furnished with precisely what is needed, a tool of exchange, | Fourt j 
money, Without incurring any ruinous expense to obtain it, to 
te its work and construct the road. Interest does not bein : I 
on the credit of the Government, lent inthis form to the e 1 
rihree years, giving ample time, witl vio 
to complete the road: rin TO ¢ ’ t 
The interest which the compa Vv 1 I 
Government is fixed at the low rate ta 
e the company to construct its road ( I 
to carry cheaply. This fact of itself sof the | li 
portant character, such as inviting immigration along the : 
land securing the rapid development of the region traversed | s t ; ciel 
ind also insuring cheap transportation to the Pacitie Ocean b 
et line to the route already established rhe low rate of | . I 
t will place it within the power of the company to meet its | ; 
iORS as they fall due; for if it can hope to pay D per cent. to 
n capitalists it can certainly pay 2 to the United States Gover 
» that no embarrassment to the company or high rates of | 5e¥e 
wiation need be apprehended, and instead of proving a di 
country, tending to enrich foreigners, it will prove as I “ 
nue to the Government, and relieve to that extent the burden | I 
on. If the Federal Government is to lend its eredit toa 
on 101 the purpose of constructing a work of this kind I { t 
‘vy the corporation and operated solely for its private gains, it 
fairand proper that, until this credit, in the form of notes, is Lea 
portion of the earnings of the road should be applied to the | Inter: 
ent of interest to the Government. It certainly is better all | Mterest duc June t, 1 
, for both the Government and the people, as well as the com Patal 
that it should pay 2 per cent. interest to the Government than | Ninth ) 
cent. abroad. 
order to meet the interest on its bonds and for the purpose of | ,,, : aon cael ' ” 
ding for their gradual rece mption the company is required to Tatare st duc 10 1.1 
to the Treasury of the United States every six months: first 
t earnings of the road; second, the net proceeds of the sale of Total 
d, third, the amount due from the Government for transpot1 RN 
and mail, and telegraphic service, and ample provision is made Le 
ubstitute to protect the Government against fraud in these Int f 
ars. The whole amount of the revenues of the road is re tute 
to be turned over to the Government in order that it iY rot 44 
red tothe utmost extent for the loan of its credit until the whole Eleve install f ible J 
ad. It will not be possible under these provisions for anybody 
omisapply, under any circumstances, the funds of the road. That | | Leavin 
Government is justified in exacting these conditions, I think ea es 
he disputed, when the object to be attained, as well as the responsi 
y of the Government, is fully considered. Potal 1 
\s the company cannot control one dollar of the revenues of the | Twelfth installm : paya A , 
, over and above operating expenses, until the entire debt is paid, Fn 1x 
uld naturally desire to pay it off as rapidly as possible in order | yytepest due da , ) 
»sequire absolute control of the road at the earliest day possible. | Interest due Jun 
iecomplish this end, the highest obtainable rates for freight and : 
iel would be imposed, depriving the people of cheap transporta rhirt aa oe i 
on and defeating one of the main objects of the construction of the eae aT wr 
ul; and itis therefore provided by the substitute that the bonds of I 
the company held by the Government shall not be redeemed at a Int J 1 i 
ore rapid rate than $2,000,000 a year. This, in connection with the | In due June I, Leo 
lit reserved by Congress to regulate rates of travel and freight, ro 
lenable this body, when advised from time to time of the revenues | Fourtee: 1-94 ) 
the company, by the Secretary of the Treasury, to see that the 
es are uniformly kept on a plane corresponding with its revenues. Ls I if ? 
ihe matter may therefore be summed up as follows: The Govert Interest yay : 
! is to lend its credit to the Texas and Pacific Company to the |" ee 
ount of $42,000,000, at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum, in the I 1 ) 
m of non-interest-bearing Treasury notes, calculated to circulate as | 1 i 
ey, the interest not to begin to run for three years, after which I 
+ to be paid semi-annually atthe rate 2 per cent.a year, andthe |... ce ; ; ' 
ds are to be redeemed at the rate of $2,000,000 a year. I ; ae 
\ssuming that the company will have no difficulty in complyit 
lh these terms the result will be seen by a glance at the follow cy I ] 
table, three years being allowed for the completion of the road. — 


mount of loar 


June 1, 1877 aoe cet na 12, 000, ( 





ee ee Ce I os ce camsivkdwotkeonsaes aééuan 420, OOO 
Total Ke aaa tues 
t installment of bonds payable June 1, 1881 


Leaving 
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i 
10. 000 
n ‘ 
l 11 00. 000 
} 
} e fore ta t be seen t tthe whol toft 
cre ‘ ’ e tro rep i i venty-one years, and 
eG el t »Tecelve du vy this period the sum of 
sth i lel { 
I idles ther ntages conferred upon the nation by 
thie ot the roa l i pray Lsource of revenue instead 
exp fter the bonds of e& company ore holly retired 
| pose we Con s table to redeem any of its bonds for 
venty or thirty years, in that event uct only will no harm 
t >the Government or the people, but on the contrary the Goy 
‘ ven leo ile To be » the receipt of ix much larger revenue 
road during the whole time in the way of interest, and I 
may still go further, andsa that even in case the company is unable 
i either principal or i erest 10 ears to come, its failure to do 
not redound to the injury of either Government or peopl 
lie rlitest degree ( trast this with the plan proposed by the 
‘ il il derthe most lavorable circumstances Will cause 
to be sent abroad in the payment of principal and interest products 
by on to the nount of S245,000,000, or, in case the road should 
f meet its obligation, would render the Government liable for 
. O00 >be ratsed by taxation, and in all probability give the 
to the hands of foreigners to be managed in their own it 
‘ stor time to come; or again, Contrastit with the pl ih upon 
h the | on Pacitie was built Which has rendered that road a 
! >the nation, to the monnt of nearly 84,000,000 a vear, 
Besides the many advantages which the nation would enjo iris 
from the ex mof the read by the plan proposed, the issue 
‘ it f 542,000,000 of par paper money, not peddled out by 
‘ ' thigh rate of interest, to be recalled at pleasure, would 
t te largely to the revival of our prostrate industries ; no small 
I ter of itself As this money could not be retired by the Federal 
i i te th the bonds of tle company are redeemed, 
delinquen onthe part of the company in that respect would be 
e than counterbalanced by the wood results that would coutinue 
ow from the se of that amount of Cheap money in the hands of 
i veranda 
| of tli villdoubtless be raised by the bondholders and 
el al ‘ tools and organs throughout the country, and 
t therefore be out of place to say a word upon that point. 
l (i rhnment has sueceeded, by contraction and so legislating as 
‘ ‘ irther contraction inevitable in the interests of the classes 
{ to paraly y the produ ve industries of the country to 
r" exte Indeed, if matters go on in the present way 
er if will soon be impossible for the industrial and busi 
ela ») pay their taxes, much less their current obligations. 
W hit 3 pre ed by tl House to unde the raseality which was 
erpetrated Ls73 and re-establish the silver dollar of the country 
{ ind cry is raised by the money power that injustice will 
‘ » the or, meaning more particularly the bondholders, 
s ibe mainta v the credit of the Government. 
\\ the credit of the Government as represented by our bonds is 5 
l ent.ori wove par in gold to-day ; but where is the voice of 
‘ eard denouncing the ras ly policy that is reducing the 
eoot property of ill kinds from 20 to 50 per cent that is driv- 
he business classes of the country into bankruptey and is spread 
erty and stress broadcast throughout the land 7 
sess a land rich in natural resources, far more so perhaps 
! { possessed by any other nation under the sun; we are in the 
iting of our intelligence, our skill, and our enterprise, and 
-day poverty and want are stalking through the land, and as a 
worest of any amony civilized nation Is there 
‘ Wo l-be statesmen and politi al economists 
he fear of the money power say that it is due 
rank on the part ot the people, ind like 
| re 1 1 nonsense il will deceive none but the 





t IInman ingenuity is being constautly taxed to invent new 
Vy Which »p od m can be increased and cheapened in 

he good things of this world may be brought within the 
: ] 


ig thing as overproduction, as society is Low 
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constituted, is an absurdity. he charge of 
rroul ‘ The industrial | prod nye 
I d year out, scarcely enjoying t 
ind are only too glad under the present system if 
( tisat i e property il yeu of toil No, M Sin 
‘ ravaganece tl ti s fested itself to any rea 
American wiety 18 among vho are enabled to rob t 
vhile occupying positions of public trust or by means of thi 








false ancl ¢ orrupt inane! il policy. 

Phe simple truth, divested of all the fallacies by which 
surrounded by interested parties in these Halls, in the pr 
colleges, is this: The powers of production of late years ha 
increased ¢ normously, but ho ¢ orresponding advancement or pl 
has taken place in the machine ry of distribution, in which 
the tool of exc hange, ilavs the most important part, On the 
every effort has been made by the money power not only to 
any advancement in that direction, but to still further j ere 
powel ot money ovel labor and pu mperty by further au 
its amount, as compared with popniationand trade. This is w 
inthe Ohl World by the attempt to demouetize silver, and 


i 
{ silver and 


the ae 


notes of the 


country by monetization o the ellort to re 


t 


Federal Government. 


France where 


countries, except 


iroypy an 


pt bhaps hh 





lig of money exists, the money power has | 
lut limiting t legal-tender money to an insig 
amo is compared with the growth of population, commet 
trade, it has been enabled to reap the entire profits of ind 


until 
world is being rapidly concentrate 


generations, how we see 1b as a result that the wealth 
the fe il 
Americal 


this country ? Phe 
ten yea very mu 


din the hands of 
masses are consigned to drudgery and poverty. Do 
men desire to produce similar resalts in 


lation of ¢ 


alid. 


ongress during the past looks 
they 


A pation 
therefore of the 


producing forces: 
; oa rr } 
Phis can only be 


ts labor, &e. 
experience, through the instrumentality of 


As well talk about 
portation Without cars 
in a civilized 


+7 . 
have any than it 


luportance fo give iree ce 


cannot more wealth 


irs 


prodnees. Tt 
velopment to a 
IfS MmMilues, its 


its soil, 


Water-power, its mac] 


done, as is fully demonstrate 
’ an abundant and « 
currency. farming without implements, or 
or wagons as to talk about producing we 
nation without » currency sufficiently cheap 
dant to circulate n iturally in the channels of trade, in obedic Lice 
supply and demand. It will be said, however, that wi 
suflicient currency in the banks and that 
people have anything to get it with. This is another of 
ble fallacies used to hoodwink the public in regard to the so 
our present financial troubles. Why is money plenty in the b 
This fact the money and currency of the country a 
concentrated in the banks and in the money centers, I submit, is 
clusive proof that there is something inherently wrong with our s 
money. Why isit not filling the channels of trade and p 
hich money or currency is designed? Lx 


ing the functions for whi 
Mr. Spe aker, industry has been robbed of its profits and driven t 


and a 


laws ol 


t t 


it can easily be go 


the } 
] ' + 
alone, that 


tein of 


wall, helple ss, by means of contraction and the tribute exacted 
which shou 


| as middlemen, in supplying 
the legitimate « 


supplied by the Government, free of tribute, in 
duct of its atiairs. 

No revival of business or production can possibly be looked { 
long as the money-lenders and bondholders are permitted to 1 
us With a theory of money anda financial policy calculated tOady 
their own interests alone, nor can we eve! hope toextinguish the 
load of debt, national, State, corporate, and individual, which 
burdens this people. Aud in this connection I wish to « all atte 
to a fact connected with the national banks which I think is not 
considered or appreciated by the public The 
eurrency of the national-banking system is the public debt o 
bonds which represent it. Is it not perfectly clear that it is to 
interest of the national banks to perpetuate the national debt in ot 
that it may serve forever as such basis, and that every obstac! 
be thrown by them in the way to prevent its extinction. This is 
reason why silver has been demonetized and the bonds made pay 
only in gold. Good care will be taken that the Governmet 
never be able to get the gold, and in this way it is expected, not « 
that our national debt shall never be extinguished, but,on the 
hand,that it will be increased. The late message of President G1 
recommending the funding of $150,000,000 of greenbacks in inte! 
bearing gold bonds, is 7 step in this direction that has been cont 
plated all along, and will be pressed until accomplished unles 
people ire aroused to a sense of their danger. It was not exy 
that the recommendations contained in the message referred to y 
be carried out at this session of Congress, but its object is to fa 
iarize the people with the proposition by having it favorably 
mented upon and indorsed by the organs of the money power throu 
out the country. This question in relation to banks—I allude to 
with which they are clothed by law to issue their own 1 
cireulate as a currency—is one of paramount importance at the pres 


banks, our currency, 


at large. basis of 


t 
it s 
if 





powell 


ent time, for during the next fourorfive years they intend by retiring 
the circulation of the Government to obtain sole control of the 
rency of the country, and fastenupon usa system of money the efiect ol 


which will be, here as in Europe, to concentrate the wealth of the peo- 
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the hands of the few and reduce the masses tothe ignoble po to retain all the benefits that 1 tlo } rs 
‘hewers of wood and drawers of water” for then wd in the hands of ‘ 
| y add further, in regard to the charge of intlation which w } In co sio I I 
avalustl this substitute, that the ( mint « ire ] s | 
yx sed to be issued under its provisions, about S4 0 | ( { ’ 
equal the amount of bank currency retired from cireu ft w l (i 
r the past year Besides, these Treasurv notes would not Seco \ hat ( 
sned at once, but gradually road is constructes y ‘ syste ( 
han probable that a much ger amount could be sorle pr sed the or ) 
nereased business consequent upon the development of the Phirdl Phat . ef 
n of country throngh which it would extend. ple to permit the Southern Pa of ¢ \ 
| mn of this substitute, it will be observed, is twofold: to | with the Central Pacitie that o s and ols est half of t] 
e the construction of another and a competing road to the P Union Paeitie. to build t est half of t | aed Blas 
Ocean, opening up and developing, at the same time, a vast re Fourthly. That the policy of is r +, W r Gover 
nding in natural wealth, and to give to the nation the nu or oad, wi \ » their sale abroad i t 
f a sound currency. lv an unnecess it ous method of res 
is period of civilization it is m est L paper i dra ‘ sof tl ) 
form is absolutely necessary, and as bank eurrency has been r be resorted e Federal Government, di | 
trated by experience to be the worst form of paper money | rectly 
ae sed, some othe system of money should be estab ( butt That tl SS ince of ¢ 
e fathers of the Republic Tam in favor of gold, silve 1 1 rever il 
y note, and as much ado continues to be made about the that ca el ( youl ‘ t 
der character of the greenback, LT have ido] ed th bor 1 mre of eda el I oO { to ed by the i 
ry note which has received the sanction of all branches of thi fluence of ‘ 
nment and of the people since the early part of t] preset S Pha eT 1 ‘ ed & 
A vreat deal has been said about tinker ry with the eu thie est ! t t t \ t 
nd we are told by tools of the money power and by the econ vised for ‘ roe f es 
tif we let matters alone they will regulate themselves. 1 | natio 
them fully so far as the principle is concerned, but pet Seventhly. That t roposed t | ire tl] 
| ld inake a somewhat different application of i I, too struction of the roa ost ila edy \ ) 
ker, am opposed to tinkering with the currency Phere has | sible, and also ( 
entirely too much of it done. Searcely a session of ( ep ts ‘ { | 
»war closed that las not witnessed the } ire the oO] if it ’ ( 
eto our financial policy in the interests of the | ] lv. That G 
older and the money-lender, and against the property-owner, | e1 ent or peopl \ \ ! of reve e tool ea 
manufacturer, the business man, the farmer, and the laborer to the other 
iiof those who demanded an honest currency issued by the Go Ninth Phat | $ i ‘ 
t being the “tinkers,” it is the other fellows. They have had | of the « yany be , r tot G 
inds on the throat of in iUIStLN and in the pockets of thie peo poss le for tl ‘ ‘ 
gy cnough and they must be made to let go their hold, in orde1 fenthly. Tuat the 3 inte 
t industry ay have an opportunity to revive and lend its aid in | benefited, not only « 0 ‘ , 
ug presperity to the nation, rectly by the use of . ) mint of | 
It will perhaps be urged against the Treasury notein the form pro- | so greatly ed the eha 
ed for by the eleventh section of the substitute that it will not If these and othe ) s of ( ut rire i ( 
late at par and will constitute a depreciated currency. There | passage of this | tute, I i 
never has been an instance of a Treasury note issued in the proper | this Hlouse to aid { i : 
and made receivable for all taxes, dues, and demands, inc ing | ia he prostrate ¢ f 
( mus, that depreciated a farthing. Even during the darkest perio 


of the war the Treasury notes issued in this form, known as the ‘old 

demand notes,” circulated at par with gold and went u 
premium, as compared with greenbacks, of 2.854, and for no othe1 

reason than that it was receivable by the Government the same as South Carolina 
dcoin, That it will not do so now when no unee 
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nd its use, and the revenues of the Government exceed S250, C : i i - ss ; : 

ear, is a gratuitous assumption based on neither reason or ¢ SPELE( [| (ih HON. I). (iy, L, APILA MI. 
perience, It is far more likely that they will not only be equal to | 

ld but pre ferable on account of their greater convenience. 

















































With such a currency filling the channels of circulation, the pro- | IN TUE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
ducing forces of the nation Would find free development, and ou : ¥ : 
roductions would increase with such rapidity and to si ( nt F ae 
hat our national debt would prove but a mere bagatelle. During | On the ports 
e period immediately succeeding the war, before McCulloch began : 
lnlamous px licy, oul production of wealth was so great, owing | Mr. LAPITAM Mr. § ‘ ( ‘ 
the abundance of paper money in circulation, that we paid off | Missouri (Mr. Priips to thie 
it SHOV0,000,000 of om public debt without ¢ xperlencing the least select committee tos tin ( \ 
tress on account of taxation. A sounder currency, such as this | by the met rs of that « tee, se require ¢ 
| prove, will enable us to produce wealth more raj diy than we 1 ¢ ( rie ot 
did then, and render it possible for us to pay off our foreign liabili \ cle : | 
ties and by our excess of productions obtain all the gold and silve1 ri ¢ “| ! 
required for spec ie circulation, in case it is desired, in a very short ! ‘ sre » i 
time. It is impossible in a speech of this character to notice all the Well, Mr. S | & bee 
fallacies put forward by the advocates of the bank-currency system ( It ) 
of money, but I will dispose of one more. It is said that such acu I 1 t 
rency as 1 propose will drive gold out of the country If we reach t L-}) 
thealthy balance of trade in our favor by reason of producing ! t ) ‘ 
excess of products instead of an unhealthy one, such as exists at the | coloring trom that oy conte t for t co! m of 
present time by reason of our poverty, what, 1 would like to know ria tthe Ss ! ‘ 
could take gold out of the country? Bullion goes abroad to settle es from ) ente ( 
balances, but if the balances are in our favor, what, I repeat, cou his repor 
ke gold abroad? Would it not rather flow in 3 direction if we A speech t \ 
referred to have it instead of commodities? } grading ¢o : rt p nt c | | 
Bat IT have given more consideration to this brat of the sub ‘ ( nthesta J | 
than I had designed, and I will conclude with a brief review of t ( ) J ) tha 
ing features of the substitate, which I will here r k | 
red not in the interest of any corporation, as may le 
e siringency of its provisions, but in the sincere hoe 
House may be induced to aid this work os a work of natio 
tance, especially at the present time, in away that will result in | bid ‘ pou Clit to terrily th rou . ahU UMY 


ing our own resources and enable us when the work is completed | fe 
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a the gentler niro Mis of the white popu te, was organized and 
dl ‘ ciate inder the commat pton. They were art 
. e ¢ breech-loading ritles ind had also their be 
rs They were ilry companies in laree 
i l \ ppeared thu ted at the republic 
pe i i i i heariy every part of he State in the early part Ob thre 
‘ ed Crumbs, ith cigal and either entorced their demand for a division of time or I 
t re floor yvoom cessful in breaking up the meetings and preventing theirsu 
I “ | because the | call such meetings joint discussions would be a mockery. E 
I i ent lie dedand | epithet which could be invented was heaped upon the heads of 
li ‘ ‘ ( whe it hat a different | licans and no opportunity or liberty to reply was allowed. 1 
a presented to the view ot the gentleman groes and lew white republic ins at such meetings were unarnn 
‘ ‘ Phe Hlampton rifle clubs, who assembled by thou of course compelled to submit to sue h indignities. They wer 
( ‘ \ li ‘ rl al oft the committee, erless to overcome force so welland ettic ehtiyv orga cl, ane 
era (i the Capite Lidl Se The at empted resistance would have prec pitated conthet and 
‘ ru rt ‘ e of the det vie said—I quote | the State with blood Phe governor, in such an emergency 
‘ the aid of the General Government and by proclamation con 
ithe the rifle « ibs to disperse. As the rifles disapy ired, revo! 
tiplied and in many instances, as the evidence shows, white 
were at the meetings with two and sometimes three revolvers 
belts, and some had them in their boot-legs. Except in ~ 
Carolinian idea of the sanctity of the weapon they were 
‘ f ren pistol described in aun epitaph from California which I rr 
g chanced to see in a volume of church-yard literature, and wh 
, In ‘ 
To . »>met 
‘ \\ t ir this spot 
1- ed j I was shot 
ly 1 
It 8 oft kind 
bu io { 
l < ‘ Lo s the 
i Kinga f ilea 
\ t ‘ made by The Hampton riflemen were well supplied with the “new 
Of course a canvass thus inaugurated by such demonstrations of 
; - ' ars lence and force could not we be entirely divested of the le 
. to its close. rhe colored voters learned to imitate the examy 
localities where they were strong in numbers they were mor 
‘ wken in such demonstrations and were successful in securing 
the full vote at the lis. In other portions of the Stare th 
eT d was so great that large numbers of colored electors wet 
1 « vented from voting, and the tull republican vote of the Stati 
cast. On the other hand, the democratic vote Was very lal 
: creased. In several counties it is in excess of the voting 
a horemained to creet theeommittee were | as shown by the census of 1875, which was denounced at 
G Gi yn Stote | ed a large numeration. Ata precinct called * Robbins 
( i he late « test.) General M » building was fired at aboutelevena.m. Th 
( { / i his hen (rene Geary ho in llot-box was lost or destroyed. In the afternoon 
‘ | edt ‘ ofS h Ca ina m ope ned the poll at an old school-hous 
) t from Governor ¢ i erlain | vieinity and 1,317 votes were cast for the entire republican 
Lye L tina vere among the | This vote has never been counted in any canvass. I learn 
feree appointed by the supreme court of the State to recan 
{ ! ft] entleman | aseertain the voies at the late election has decided that the ; 
lI | wiates *« ived, it in vain, to get | Robbins should be counted. ‘This will give a clear majority to 
\ rt pole he Legislature All efforts were fruit publican State officers and in the Legislature, ineluding all the 
‘ ‘ eu i Ss associates were about giving up in | y scast in the State. 1] have no doubt but the republican. 

l re from Washington and might | in the State upon a free and fair voie at the late election would 
the Federal Ariny, and then thedoors were opened. Such | exceeded 10,000, nor have I any doubt but there was a ma 
owleda ler diftieu sas that made by the gentle their favor of the votes actually cast. Whether Governor Cha 

ute unheralded and unknown,” has never been | lain will be able to maintain his authority without aid from w 
efore i i ene as that “renowned Legislature” | is the problem vet to be solved To overthrow him would be to 
t | hed gaze of the member from Missouri and ! vert and overthrow the lawfully elected and constituted gover 
ite is never before. witnessed of the State in obedience to a clamor coming from the whit 
' it-arms, a negro: | Of the State against “ northern thieves and carpet-baggers,” as 
one is termed who will not pay tribute to the aspirations of 
1 Sonth Carolina whites to obtain control of the political affairs of the State 
s : ed In his duplicate letter to Governor Tilden and Governor IH 
: a a gee cna, wolina | S00 after the election, General Hampton expressed a purpo 
so conduct affairs as to open the State to “ northern enterprise 
l ‘ the rnb he eld ha ” of South Carolina taking part capital and social equality.” These are her greatest neals I 
S , ‘ Sr ee political and social ostracism existing will shut out all these a 
”) ‘ ‘ ‘ 4 
a eee i se etary Mince iiciianiadi ii an Maiti iat le her success. It was never more manifest than during the recei 
ee ea oe . : * vass. I might detain the Honse for an hour by an enunerat 
ondition OF at rs at ( 4a When the committee reached the instances and details coming to my knowledge during the 
6, or that we found in the State generally 80 far as our nvestl- | ti cations of the committee; they will be found stated in the es 
ee ee OF HUGS SAFES 8 BOS NOW ARNON |» i referred to in the reports. Every branch of trade, every 
Aa poe . =p ye dnaehasitetesbenis ape? Saar pea " ment of labor, and every business enterprise was subject to 
ths : a . — eae Fen a doe = a malign influence. Here is a sample of the humiliation = \ 
aail tas ae li ni he aneliahcaeeaten, sail die iain humble dealers were subjected, taken from the Charleston e 
; ’ 5 Courier, in which it was standing matter during the canvass: 
Vhe trat ff Governor Chamberlain has done much to re- WHERE DO YOU BUY YOUR MEAT! 
le tt murdens of taxation and was generally ac To the democratic publi 
\ ‘ ‘ ts, to a period as late as the Phe undersigned, butchers in the Charleston marke who are earnest 8 
4 i ‘ . ined to rec ( ! Ilamp ‘ ‘ eof I mand wd government, respectiully solicit the « 
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: of t ' t] heathen or ene 
ear ot ‘ 8 cor ‘ that an inves f 
‘ the na il bar law, « \ 14 ; \ \ rie ! . 
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1 in this country than in any other. 





1 in Congress, before public assemblages of the people, by the 
per press, and in every ¢ eeivable form. 
differences of opinion on great questions early in our history 


dand have ever since continued in existence political partic 









ese are arranged on opposite sides, a discussion of principles, of 

sures, of policy, and their results, becomes to a large extent an in 
as to the merits or demerits of political parties. 

for sixteen years the republican party has justly commanded the 

on and approval of the people 

l the closely contested presidential election through which we 

but recently passed much was said of the embarrassed financia 

on of the people, and this in some measure | 
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election. The same subjeet will continue 








e discussions and elections of the present year 















E QUESTION OF “HARD TIMES” IN THE I 

It was said in the discussions of 1276 that we have * hard times :” 

t the republican party has been in power for sixteen years and is 
sible for these; that therefore the control of the Government 
| be given to the democratic party, in the hope of a change for 

It is my purpose to show that the “times” are not universally o1 
venerally “hard;” that tl | 


ie vastly better than under any 
ratie administration; that the republican party is in no degree 





rable for any derangement of business which may exist; that it 
ts from causes which no government could control; and that the 
of the republican party is the only one that can secure to labor 
st rewards, bring prosperity to all our industries, and make 
nent, 
if the farmer finds a ready market for all he ean produce at fa 
es and can buy all he needs in the same way, he is in a condition 







prosper. 

F 7 THE EFFECT OF THE WAR ON PRICES 

It is by no means fair to compare the present prices of farm prod 
with the prices during the war and to say that because tl 

e less now than then the ‘times are hard.” The war took a 
mof men from industrial pursuits and made them consumers 
id of producers. The Government became the great pruere scl 

| result was that with the increased demand and the reduced 
s of production prices went up enormously and abnormally 

i s Wis largely enhanced too by a cle preci ited and intlated currene, 









so that the advance was in some degree nominal, and not real. The 
of every article to be purchased by the farmer was also increased 
it his profits did not increase as rapidly as the market price ot 


products grew. 







So far as the condition of the farming industry can be measured 


comparison of the prices of farm products at different periods, 
ld be between prices now and prior to the war: between Lao0 
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And I say, what we all 


farm products, even now snitering from the effects of the par 


know and statistics will prove 







of September, 1873, command better prices than in lso0or any former 







eriod, and all that a farmer consumes can be bought for less tha 
IXi0 or any earlier period. (See Young’s Labor in Europe and 
a Even now, as a general rule, all through the interior 


States Wheat commands a doll: 
er hundred pounds gross, a 


ra bushel, and ship 
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cents a bushel. hese are bette prices than were realized 
( cratic times prior to the war. And there is a ready market for 
‘ ry farm product. 
I know that wool and some other products were during a part of 
he past year temporarily depressed ; but in democratic tines, priot 


he war, they were very generally so. 
The poliey of the republican party is to build up home markets, 
encouraging home manufactures, without in any sense taxing one 


portion of the people for the benetit of another, and thus to se t 


xood prices for all our agricultural products and pern ut pr 
perity to all our industries. 

















LABORERS AND MECHANICS 


But how about our laborers and mechanics? Do they find en 
ment and fair wages? Ido not deny that there has been re 


cently to some extent a temporary depression in some branches of 
ndustry ; but I affirm that even with this the laborers and mechan 
sof this country find better employment and better wages thas 





inv other country and better than under any democratic adminis 
on of our Government. 

Mdward Young, the ablest statistician in the United States, in his 
rk on Labor in Europe and America, published in Is75, says that 
Immigration to this country from Europe proves * the great ad 










inlages enjoyed by the workingmen” here “as compared with th 
e class in the Old World,” and he says one reason is the “ solid and 
ded advantages connected with abundant employment, go 
ves, and the substantial comforts of life.’ And he adds: 







t such effeets have been comparatively transient in their du 





1of the country bas been market a degree of 
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prosperity been so largely shared by those usua lenominated th rh 
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true that in common with other countries where the system of credit has 
reely de veloped our country has had its occasional tinancial « 
with serious interruptions to the ordinary course of com 
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M t tures int televen years 3, 508, 468,675 15 
| ‘ ke the chormous expenses growing out of ademo 
" nandarapid and re lar reduction by a republican 
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j ime 1s hown by the interest on the public debt, and its 
reduction is 1 WS 
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( p ‘ iiscaleulation in business an 
1] a 1 
Phe “ principal cause ‘excessive governmental consnumy 
pli English high tax hy t National Government, so sa 
If this be true, it is a disingenuous confession that existing « 
hargeable to a democratic rebellion, but so made as to ce 


republican party for collecting the revenues necessary to suppres 
and pay the interest on the debt it created, and the pensions 
it try. These expenditures, whatever th 
necessary. Phe democratic party would ‘ 
less if in power, unless it had refused to incur ft] 


on. Phe republic im} 


clic made necess 


TS 
were absolutely 
made them 


pense necessary to suppress the rebe Ni 


no way responsible for war expenses. If these be deducts 
the total cost of Government expenses, and the proper allo 
made for the difference between gold payments in 1860 any 
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e, it will be four 
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] the act of February 3, 1868 . 2 
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Ly the 


uct of July 14 
acts of May 1 
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Making total reduction in customs dues for each year 





The total reduction under these several acts is $3809,550,171. 


when t 





average annual reduction since the war and down to 1s 

democracy came into absolute control of the House, is 330,935,017 
The republican party has been cutting down as rapidly as poss 

* governmental consumption.” 

expenses have been reduced from $520,809,416.99, in 1° 


797.33 for the tiscal year 1376. 
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HOW DEMOCRATS WOULD INCREASE EXPENSES 





If the democratic party should come into power, the “ governme 
consumption ” would be vastly inereased by the payment ot 
claims from the late rebel States. I do not ask you to rely sol 
republican proof of this. Onthe 20th of May, 1870, my distingu 
friend, Hon. J. Proctor KNorTT, one of the ablest of the democra 
Representatives on this floor, a Representative from Kentucky, 0 
a speech in this House in which he said : 





Besides this, we owe, at the very lowest calculation, $3,000,000.00 
bloated bondholder of whom we have heard so much, but to a class of o 
to whom, of all others, we are under the most sacred obligations to pay \ 
it to the poor whose horses, and cattle, and sheep, and corn, and wheat, aud « 


ing else were taken from them to sustain your armies in the field 
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= ; inneiininiaciaennes 


In this spe ech he undoubte dly refers, as I suppose, to the claims | iams, Charles G. Williams 
men who were disloyal as well as loyal; and his demand, as J | Wilson, Alao Wood i ‘ 
t infer, is that we pay all these. aa ae ee ~ 1 sh thins, gby nd. lount Bow e, Br 
Phere is now pending in Congress bills to refund the tax on raw | ( ee ame aan 1, . JohnH. mites B.Clark. it : of M co 
on in the rebel States collected from 1863 to 1868, inclusive, | Cook, Cowan, Culberson, Davis, Dibrell, Durhi Eden, Ell teen aM 
3.)72,388.79; and to refund $2,492,110 of direct taxes collected for Forney Franklin Gause, Robert Hamilton, Joh Harris, Hartridge “Hat 
papers i eleven late rebel States, during and since the war ero aoe = lunt Raat, Sieaeee . anders, Milli 
to rewit $2,661,776 now due, but not yet colle ected, under the ae t Scales, Schleicher, Singleton, Slemor malls, W liam E Smi Se me 
Congress of 1861, though the loyal States have paid the propor- | Terry, Throekmo ker, R t B. Vanee bert C. Walker 
assessed upon them, $14,846,114. A bill is pending proposing to | Erastus Wells, W hitthorne, “\ uton, Jere N. Willian 
‘all citizens,” rebel as well as loyal, “for the use and occupa- nando Wood, and Yeates 


: — : : NOT VOTING—Messrs ad I illiam H Saker, B 
of their property by the United States Army during the late | BI 


ms, William B. Williams, Willis, James 


} 
uM 


uldw 


18, Benjamin | 


AaDning 
slackburn, Blair, Bliss, Buekuer, Samuel D. Bur ard, Carr, Chay 


l war.” | Crapo, C1 se, Danford all, Douglas, Durand, Egbert, 1 


4 bill is pending proposing to pay “all citizens,’ rebel as well as — —— ~~ gree yer . anooce. Herr, 
yal, * for stores or supplies taken or furnished during the rebellion | jj si er None gh ie eng neti eit aap aif K 
the use of the Army. Levy, Lewis, Lord, Lynde, Mackey, MeFarland, MeMaho 
[hese claims in all would probably reach $2,000,000,000, or as much | Money, Morrison, Nash, New, Payne, Phelps, Rice, William M 
is our Whole remaining national debt. Missouri, ‘Tennessee, and othe: ee r, Se hun aker she kl \ Spence Stanton St 
states have passed laws under which commissioners have audited and Cl arle at B W ation Wal - Walsh Ward We coe GV 
wed rebel war claims amounting to many millions payable when | Whitehouse, Wilshire, Woodbnrn, aud Young—92 
collected from the National Treasury. The republican party will pay So (two-thirds not having voted in favor thereof) the rules we 
no such claims as these. These claims would indeed bring: a vast It is a notorious fact that wherever the democratic party is strong 
vernmental consumption.” It so happened that in the Forty intrenched in power there the expenses of administering governn 
rd Congress I was chairman of the Committee on War Claims. I | have been enormous, extravagat t, and often corrupt to a fearful dk 
had the privilege of making a report to Congress covering the whole gree, as in New York ity The Commercial and Fi sancial Chronicle 
subject of these claims aud proving by abundant law authorities that | of February 10 gives the following account of the debt of that 
the Government was under no obligation to pay any such claims. ‘This Phe debt began as a small mat not expected to become 
report was published in some of the leading law journals of the coun- | zation—as ‘a permane I 
try, it was reprinted at least four times under the authority of are loan, in t812; and althe 


vears, the net aggrevate 


ican Congress and House of Representatives, and Secretary Fish | 3). cress at intervals of 
ered copies printed to be sent to foreign governments. It denies : 
that Congress is under any obligation to pay such claims, and while 
the republican party shall continue in power the principles of that ind of year 
rt will, as Lhave no doubt, be sustained—not because it is mine, 
but because it is supported by sound law and justice, and will save 
the Government hundreds of millions of dollars. 
Che democratie party, on the other hand, would pay these claims 
hey should come into power. I know that on the eve of the late 
sideutial election Mr. Tilden, for the purpose of obtaining votes 
the Northern States, and when it was too late to have his profes 
ms fully understood in the South, wrote a letter declaring his op- 
position to the payment of these claims. Butin this he did not re 
the purpose of the democratic party. This is shown by the pro- 
lings in this House on the sth of Jauuary, as follows: 


] } 


ly 
t 
{ 


eity 


HluNTER. Task unanimous consent to submit the following resolution 
Whereas on the IXth day of December, 1576, the following preamble and reso 
) passed this House by a vote of 152 yeas to 63 nays. to wit 
Whereas tears have been and stil are entertained by the people of the United 
that Congress may at some time in the future pass laws by which the Gov 
nt of the United States may be compelled to pay a large amount for damages ne 
it were incurred during the late war by persons residing within the States that I a dent, | 
« then inrebelhon against the United States: Therefore, in order to allay such unded debt payab 
| prevent the payment of such claims, 
Be it resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to report to Ded i 
ouse within twenty days, aud permission is hereby given for that purpose 
endment of the Constitution of the United States in substance as follows, to 


‘ARTICLE XVI. Revenue bonds in antic 


claim shall ever hereafter be a oie dor paid by the United States, in t 

eof damages or otherwise, for any kind of property, real or personal ! 

med, injured, or destroyed by United States troops, or by or through any olti 
3, civil or military, acting under or by authority of the United States, or from 
other Cause whatever, during the suppression of the late rebellion in any of the 
that were in rebellion against the Government of the United States ; or, for 
reoperty used, consumed, injured, or destroyed during such rebellion outside 
id States that were in rebellion, and which belonged to persons residing within 
States that were in rebellion, unless the persons owning the property so used - 
med, injured, or destroyed were during all the time of such rebellion loyal to The operations for 

ernment of the United States, and gave neither aid nor encouragement to 


Total 
Add as follows 
remporary debt pavable from 


Revenue bonds issued in anti 


Total net debt 


Receipts from taxes 
as said twenty days mentioned in said resolution expired on the Receipts from revenue bonds 
of the orn sent month, and said Committee on the Judiciary has failed toreport Receipts from other reven 
mendment to the C earn, as instructed by this House in said resolution — Rece ipts from other loans 
(lo within said twenty day Therefore, 
Le it resolved, That said Committee on the Judiciary be required to report | Other receipts 
within two days from this date an amendment to the Constitution as above pro 
vided for in said resolation, and permission to report the same is hereby given Total re 
Mr. REAGAN. Lobject. I ae linquire whether the main purpose of this 18 not 
Cove red by the latter clause, and whether it is not meant by that to decide existing , 
lawsuits and confise ate property not otherwise contiscated under the law ! Interest ..... ‘ 
Mr. Hunter. I object to debate, and move that the rules be suspended and tl From sinking fund fo 
resolation adopted. From sinking fund for ir 
Mr. PaGr demanded the yeas and nays. Redemption of revenue 
The yeas and nays weie ordered : Rod Mption of assessn 
he question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 126, nays 71, | Redemption of “regul 
t voting 92; as follows 
_ ‘AS— Mesars. Abbott, Adams, George A. Bagley, John H. Bagley, jr., John H 
Bal Ballou, Banks, Bell, Bradley, William R. Brown, Horatio C. Burchard, Bur 
eich, Campbell, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, Chittenden, Clymer, Cochrane, Conger 
Cutler, Davy, De Bolt, Denison, Dobbins, Dunnell, Eames, Evans, Flye, Fort, Foster 
Fr eman, Frye, Fuller Garfield, Goodin, Hale, Haralson, Hardenbergh, Benjamin W 
Hariis, Harrison, Hartzell, Hendee, Henderson, Holman, Hopkins, Hoskins, Hub 
bell Humphreys, Hunter, Hyman, Kasson, Kehr, Kimball, Frank!in Landers, Lap Here is a debt in that one democratic city, which is equivalent 
1) Lawrence, Leavenworth, Le Moyue, —— Lynch, Magoon, Maish, Mac a mortgage on its whole property equal to more than 10 per cent. of 
ugall, McCrary, MeDill, Miller, Monroe, Mor . Neal, Norton, Odell, Oliver, ’ a ae oe | . ' Se ente ts 
O'Neill, Packer, Page, William A. Phillips Sine toe Plaisted, Platt, Poppleton, 1'S Value, Here are taxes v tly greater Chan in apy city or State In 
Potter, Powell, Pratt, Rea, Jobn Reilly. James B. Reilly a Robbins, Roberts the Union in proportion to w Ith and population, 
Svbieski Ross, Rusk, Sampson, Savage, Seelye, Sinnickson, A. Herr Smith, Sparks, 
>pringer, Stenger, Stevenson, Teese, Thompson, Thornburgh, Martin 1. Townsend *This is th 
Tufts Turney, Van Vorhes, Wait, Waldron, Alexander S Ww allace, John W. Wal- the year 
lace, Warner, White, W hiting, Wike, Willard, Andrew Williams, Alpheus S. Will- , paid in 1875 


V—14 A 


7th 


Ce ipts 


For State taxes 
For State schools 


Other expenditures... 


Total expenditur 











— 

‘ t] t all of the debt of that great city. Thousands of | But none of these go intothe National Treasury, and these taxes] 

yainst the city for claims which will largely add | been largest and most oppressive where the democratic party 
t deb control, as in New York City. : 
E WISDOM OF RI LICAN REVENUE SYSTEM | NO CONTRACTION OF CURRENCY PRODUCING “‘ HARD TIMES.’ 

The total public expenses for the fiscal year 1876 were $258,459,7 3, | The democratic party of Ohio, in their platform of June 17, 1s> 
‘ ve of meney paid in reducing the national debt | aileged that “* hard times ” were produced by two causes: cont 

| tal revenues for 1575 were $2585,000,05L.10. It is by no means | of the currency, and the proposition to resume specie payments 
{ is Mr. Tilden alleges, that these revenues are the “ principal | platform said: 
‘ «” of the “ present depression.” That the contraction of the currency, heretofore made by the republic 

I y are so levied and collected as to avoid in a great degree any | and the further contraction proposed by it with a view tothe forced resu 
l to the business of the country. They are not levied on farms, | SPrcle Payme nt, has already brought disaster to the business of the coun 
or horses. or cattle. or the tools of the mechanic, or the sources of threatens it with general bankruptcy and ruin. 
productive industry. They are in large part collected from luxuries, The so-called “ greenback party ” of 1276 in their platform of \ 
ind so discourage extravagance, promote morals, and encourage in- | 18, at Indianapolis, express substantially the same view. 
dustry Let me give some of the sources of our revenue. In 1575 1. To this I reply: 
the Government collected from whisky, $52,031,991.12: from ferment- It is not true that there has been any contraction of the currency, « 
ed liquors, $9,144,004.41; from tobacco, $37,303,461.48; from private | to produce the panic of September, 1273, or hard timessince. It is 
banks, $4,097,2628.12; from national banks, 68,379.16, and from | ceded on all hands that every branch of industry was prosperous « 
duties on foreign imported goods, $157,167,722.35. Nearly one-half of | ing the war and up to the panic of September 18, 1273. They p 
these imported goods were luxnric ind the residue were mainly arti- | pered in 1869 and 1870 and 1°71 and 1872. Yet during thos 
cles which came in competition with the labor of our mechanics, and | there was no contraction. There was a gradual increase in eac} 















a duty on which gave encouragement and protection to our mec hanics 
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been reducing our national taxes as rapidly as possi- 
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cessive year up to 1-76. The paper-money circulation is sho 


| the following: 


TREASURY DEPARTME’ 




















er 


1x73 


! dt with the increase of population and wealth these may be Washington, D. C.. January 12 
r reduced . Sir: In reply to your request of the 8th instant, for a statement of outst 
, — : ee 3 +] ome > tt eurrency of all kiuds on the Ist day of July in each year from 1-62 to 1 
It i ife to ti t tl republic in party with the control of the rev- attention is invited to page 512 0f the Finance Report for 1876, of which 
‘ for in the last teen years their management has been a mar- following) statement is a consolidation, with the outstanding national 
{ ICCeSS Phe total receipts from domestic Spirits trom 1-63 to | added for your convenience 
] inclusive, were $480,763, 099 | Very respectfully, . 
y . ’ ; CHAS. F. CONANT 
Phe taxes levied under State and lo« ul authorities have been and | Hon. WILLIAM LAWRENCE, Assistant ox 
oppressive, and these should be reduced, very largely reduced. House of Kepresentatives 
| 
Com pounse 5 an : = : 
\ ( demand Legal - te One-year notes Two-year notes 7 » — Fractional | Totalinl nited | National- Gr 
= notes. ¢ notes of Ls63 of 1863. d ee currency. f States notes rank notes.y | “Tene 
notes, ¢ . 
] $51, 105, 0 £96. G20. ( te ena ce ae cdl bd | 2147 
1 1 oo ; Ht ) my 1924 oo ii 
l { 709 37 ) 14 ( 3 1 244 0) OOO OK $12, 100, 550 00 £6, 060, 000 324, 223 10 649 
472,63 50 431, 006, 427 99 & 4557 0 00 2, 157, 600 00 191, 721, 470 25. ' 33, 128 76 $146, 406, 725 P45 
loz 7 1 isu, 3 at 2, 151, 465 50 G, 2a8, O75 00 172, 369, 941 27, OUR, RTS 46 21, 865, 2x row 
I 2 59 Ts3 ro 4.6-7 00 531, 202 50 1:34, 774, Ox 22, 474. 623 O2 2°10, 047, 920 e 
4 12 ( OOO U4 152.57 00 257, 655 00 D4, (108, 230 32, 727, 908 47 | 300,872, 734 7 
j 7 20, DLT Ov 127. 255 00 3. 003, 410 $2,114. 637 36 299, 928, 623 ( 
l ( 160, 34 ” 93 605 00 2,191 670 39. 878, 6-4 4s 24, TH, Usd (9r 
( ( 125, 037 00 77,955 00 814. 20 40, 522, B72 6 sim 201, 24 15 
5 Th ) 109. 967 00 68, 255 00 623, O10 40, ROR, X3BD 27 | 3:7, 664, 705 y i 
1 “0 ) Or 0 ~ 705 0 59 450 00 499,730 | 44.799. 365 44 | 347,267,001 | 74 
7 ) 1 "0 3 73,1 oo 53. 650 00 42"), 0x0 45,912 003 34 $51, 981, OB Tea. 2 
70,1 1 00 66, 525 00 47,650 00 371.470 | 42, 129, 424 19 354, 408,008 | 774.4 
1 66,91 ) ) 4 00 61, 455 00 43,950 00 331, 260 34, 446, 595 3y 332, U98, 336 737, 72 
ACTS 
17,1 12 Stat »: An », 1% 2 Stat., 313; Feb. 12, 1862, 12 Stat., 332. b Feb. 25, 1862, 12 Stat., 345; July 11, 1862, 12 Stat., 532; Mar. 3, 1°63, 12Sta 
ur 1 ! ‘ ! March 3, 1863, 12 Stat., 710 e March 3, 1563, 12 Stat., 700; June 30, 1°64, 13 Stat., 21 
fJ bt 2 A 22; March 1463, 12 Stat., 711; June 30, 1564, 13 Stat., 220. g June 3, 15864, 13 Stat., 100. 
Phe small amount of compound-interest notes under the act of 1263 | total wealth. In democratic times our money was less abundant 
‘ o-called “seven-thirty ” Treasury notes under theact of June 30, | January, 1861, the account was as follows: 
l 1, bore interest and never circulated to any considerable extent as | Bank-note cireulation................--.--.c--eeee-ee ee eeeeeeeececees l 
They had been canceled prior to Lkor, They were issued Corn in circulation osese l 
the Government alone for war purposes used two millions a | Gel DONKS ...00-20-eccneceecerenccrnnrccenscceesere ces ee 
. . A i cc cnnea hua adihas Geb R PEM Renee nie mah wey 10, 1 
‘ nal often more, and they were temporary 1n their Character and aie . : . . : : } 
‘ | not affect, business in 1872 ; Ihe coin and currency in actual circulation did not reach S10 j. 
not i DUSTLESS 40. | . > ° : 
the act of June 20, L574, released bank “ reserves” on ¢ irculation capita of population, and was only equal to Lae per cent. of our tot 
' ‘« ‘ . ‘ - . ahs ; as bee in > - « . 
and increased the volume of currency for actual use | wealth. ‘ ° . _. So dae 
rhe so-called “resumption act” of January 14, 1875. authorized Phe coin and paper circulation in Great Britain and Ireland i: 
i 4) ‘ i Sti ti ' ‘ , ate bah , ‘ + « 4 ~ - 
banking, so that the ro hh is been since that time no limit on the au- was only $21.45 per capita and only 1} per cent. on the total wealth ot 
thorized amount of bank circulation. Any company that will deposit the country. ’ : , ie ; 
Government bonds in the Treasury as security for circulating notes | 22 the North German States in 1873 the coin and paper money wv 
ean organize a bank, and thus the amount of currency is left to be } equal to $20 per capita. In France the lands are owned in sna 
determined by “ the wants of trade.” , | tracts, the people-hoard money largely, and the paper and coin : 
From this, it will be seen we are not afflicted with any want or | '8T@eT per capita than here, but they are only equal to 1.8 per c 
ireity of movey. Money is abundant and can be loaned at lower | Of the total wealth, and much of this is not in actual use or circula 
rates than ever before in all the gre it cities, because “the wants of tion. No man now ever hears of any difficulty in selling ero 
{ de” do not require the use of ‘all that is there. Phere has in fact farm products because there is no saci to buy them, Phere is 
t the last year been a reduction of the bank-note circulation by | Te@4y sale for cash for all that any farmer is ready to sell. 
Saree weacdecareet % : t t tr hat “ l 8” are pr ither by contra 
tle rrenderof it by banks, and becanse especially in the great cities | i is no true, then, that — eee at Se by contre 
1} : of trade did not re quire it McPherson’s Manual, 1876 or the want of a sufficient volume of currency. 
» 1 | 2 Itis not true that the proposition for a future resumption of spr 
aon | 5 ° rT . ; 2 
Our total ney up to and on July 1, 1876, was as follows: payments has brought hard times. b. ' i 
9700. 772. 284 Whatever there is of “ hard times” commenced with the pan 
; ee a es eb ical AG a ee eyo oo 333 | September, 1873. The so-called resumption act was not passed | 
‘ ‘ ceGunneb Senee , 34, 446.595 | January 14, 1875, sixteen months after the difficulty was develope 
i | il silver coin...... ween eee e eee eeeeees . 15, 000,000 | Business has since been gradually improving, because we ar 
} 759 O17 915 proaching the solid times of a currency that will not tluctuat: 
a Bre ITER eS Bice van ees * eo 00 000 | Value, and which, by its stability, will restore confidence and invit 
- capital into remunerative enterprises. 
‘ wo eee teense wees --- 912,217, 215 | TWO DEMOCRATIC WITNESSES. 
| ve have 317 per head of our population in paper money Now, I propose to prove by two democratic witnesses that the prop- 
a early $4 per capita ¢ in; Which is all of 24 per cent. on our | osition forresumption has not produced the difficulty. They are dem- 
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nik the able democratic Ohio Senator, and Samuel J. 
defeated d-mocratic candidate for the Presidency. 
the 24th of March, 1574, Mr. Tu 


ts of prominence—no less personages than Hon. ALLEN G. TuUR- 
Pilden, the 


TRMAN said, in a speech in the 


ic was the result of overtrading indebtedness, and of con 
l legislation; it was overtradisg, running too much into debt 
inerative enterprises, and, notably, it was the North Pacitic 
that had been stimulated by Congress, which brought 


excessive 





emba 


ing 


Railroad en 








o about that panic 
\ did I say that that panic was the result of an attempt to resume specie payment, 
ly could say that or think it who knew onything about the subject. Never did 

man hear me utter one word in favor of inflation: not one word, sir I have 


iwainst a contraction of the currency that would bring about too speedily 


imption of specie payments, but never have I spoken in favor of that inflation 
e currency Which, I think I see full well, means that there never shall be any 
ption at all * * * And that is precisely what this inflation means; it 





s demonetizing gold and silver in perpetuity, and substituting a currency of 
ecemable paper based wholly and entirely upon Government credit, at 

the l 
a th 








i opinion aud the interests of members of Congress and their pes of 
tu, whether the volun.e of it shall be large or whether it shall be smal. That 

t this inflation means. Sir, I have never said anything in favor of that; lam 
ld-fashioned a democrat for that. [have heard and preached too many hard 


lessons to advocate such a theory as that 


lhis is the testimony of Senator THurMaAN: 
Pilden isno less explicit. I have already 
excessive governmental consumption ” 
the depression in business, 


he deelat 
isthe ** principal cause” of 
He scouts the idea that there has been 

uy contraction or proposition Jor resumption which produces any such 
result. 

I shall have occasion to allude to the effect of resumption, the prope1 
time for it, and the means, when I come to consider the remedies for 
such difficulties as now exist. 


shown that 


es 





Avain, Mr. Tilden, in his letter of acceptance, says of resumption 

Discreetly pursued, it ought not to cost any sacrifice to the business of the coun 
It should tend, on the contrary, to a revival of hope and contiden 

lilden, as governor of New York, himself approved a law of that 


rec 


juiring all taxes to be paid in coin after January, 1°79. He 
proved a law requiring all money contracts to be paid in coin after 


January t, 1879, unless otherwise specitied. 





The proposition for re 
sumption at a future day is by no means the cause of the difliculty 


THE REAL CAUSES OF EMBARR 
The real causes of our present Cifficulties may be traced to the re- 
bellion. The means which were found absolutely necessary to sup- 
press it were devised with great wisdom and employed with great 
skill, but no human foresight could avert some consequences which 
followed and brought disturbances to our industries. Itis only prof- 
le now to examine these, with a view to know and apply the 
oper remedies, 
As | have already said, the war took a million of men from indus- 
trial pursuits. The war was vastly destructive. The Government 
became a great purchaser of the products of the farm, the workshop, 


ASSMENT. 


bil 


and of nearly every industry to maintain our armies and carry on the | 


war. The meager amount of money in the conntry under a demo- 
cratic administration was by no means adequate to carry on a wat 
which required $2,000,000 a day. The banks in existence at the out- 
break of the rebellion, with their paper circulation of $207,L02,477, 
lacked ability and could not command the contidence of the people. 
It became necessary to drive them out of existence, as Congress did 
finally by taxing their unreliable circulation. It was better, indeed, 
than the illegal enrrency issued by certain companies in Michigan dur- 
ing the war, but it did not meet the demands of the times either in 
lue or amount. 

Congress issued “ greenbacks,” and made them a legal tender under 
the act of February 25, 1862, and subsequent acts, with a solemn 
promise inthe law that “the total amount issued or to be issued” 
should never “exceed $400,000,000.” This pledge has been sacredly 
l 
' 


Va 


ept. The war went on. More money was needed. The national 
banking system was devised, which answered the double purpose of 


making a market for our national bounds and of increasing the volume 
of currency. This gave the Treasury the money without which the 
rebellion could not have been suppressed. Money, “the sinews of 
war,’ saved the Republic, second only in importance to our brave and 
true soldiers. 

The immense and increased demand forall the products of industry 
stimulated production ; as the demand increased, the prices advanced 
also, Farms, city and town property, everything, advanced in price. 
An inilated currency aided the increase in price, gave the means of 
enlarged credit, increased debts,and brought inevitably extravagance. 
The city and village population increased relatively more than the 
rural population, and too much of this engaged in speculation, in 
merchandising, in vending products, and overcrowded competition 
brought reduced profits and sometimes failures. 

When the war closed in 1565 more than a million of men returned 
to private life, and many of them became producers rather than con- 
summers. TheGovernment ceased to be a rival purchaser in the mar- 
ket and all prices gradually, but inevitably, receded. So it has been 
after every great war, and no government can prevent it. 

SIX CAUSES OF HARD TIMES. 
n the history of these times we may trace six principal causes of the 
present embarrassment—(1) speculation, (2) extravagance, (3) excessive 
imports, (4) debt, public and private, (5) the construction of railroads at 
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extravagant prices on lit beyond present remuner ed rnd and 
| often through r Lule ies, and last, but not least, (OG) a gene il 
ee ; . 
sirinkagdge of pi es 
} 1 
Phere is but one source of wealth labor It alone creates tangi 
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useful for the cor 

vs ourmineral wealth from the 
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| sourceof wealth. The mere issue of paper money creates no wealth. It 

is a substitute for money, a means of en ploying credit, but it is not 
money; if is an evide vce of debt 

Speculation merely adds nothing to wealth Yet speculation ine 


itably grew out of the condition of things which existed during 


after the war. 

Kut avagance is a vast destroyer of wealt] It consumes like a de 
vouring element and ends in financial ruin. The abun t currency 
the advancing prices, and the facilities for credit and deb evitably 
led to extravagance. The Government was powerless to prevent it 

Lacessive imports came because our high prices made thisan inviting 
market in which to sell. Th ime reason made it an indilferent 








market in which to buy, and exports did not keep pace with imports 
| In the eleven and a half yea 3 preceding January, L374, we Imported 
“luxuries and unnecessaries ” $754,155,451, including wines and spit 



























its, $08,924,725; silks, 8255,905, 223; kid gloves, $223,794 »: faney goods 
jand perfumery, $45,224,515; « roideries, S13578,959; dress goods, 

} S1R5.575, 752 ; precious stone S19,705,476; tobacco and nanufactures 
of, $24,029 734, & In addition, there were imports of glass, China 

|} ware, fine linen, cot yoolen, and leather good Hooks, line cu 

} lerv, antl expensive clothing amounting to S112,000,000 We ex 
ported gold and silver excess of ports, $081,946,077 ; the balance 
of trade was against us $378,580,654 A nation which buys more than 
it selis, like an indiy i t, sooner OF iter, feel bare tihe , 

Public and private de re created to a Vast amo be es th 
national debt the States owe debts S390 000,000, the towns and cities 
070,000,000, the cou es SLS0,000,000, or in all ST, 140,000 000, Rai 
road companies crea debts reaching SLOLLOTs O44 Phe volar 
of private indebtedness at home increased until notes, u tuaees, and 
book accounts reached $1,500,000,000, or more, besides the indebted 

|} nesstobanks. W hiledebts were beingecreated the demand for ploy- 

}meutin the expenditure of the means they brought reased and 
gave usan abnormal but te vorary prosperity. Thet e cane hen 
we could create no more bt, and then the demand f itbeor 1 
that source ceased, and the pressure of hard times wi laborers out 
of employment commenced 

Many of these debts were evide ed by bonds bearing 7, 8, 10, and 
even 12 percent. interest perannum—especially the county do other 
municipal and corporate bonds. This made a demand for money at 

| high rates of intere f all re lered it impossible to procure noney at 

| fair rates forlegitimate ma t ind other industrial enterprises 
| These can only be made s vhen capital can be procured at 
| reasonable rates. 

The matruction of railro on borrowed capital in exe 3of remu 
nerative demand ag vated the evil. In the tive years preceding 
January, 1873, railroad ere constructe tan annual cost of S340 
000,000 5 in all, $1,700,000,000, w is more than half the cost of all 
our railroads, but the railroad co 
SLOLL578,949. 

\ According to the J rnal de ! 
structed ip the United States, alu ~ 
In 1x72, miles of 1 ud 7, 400 

} In in73, mi oft ; ) 

| In 1874, miles of 1 
In January, Februai md M l m { Int 

This gave employment to men, n ile a demand for Itural 

| products and foreign and domestic goods to feed and el} t] 

land for an i e product of iron Hundreds of ie ul 
nances were started, adding to the demand for labor 

When the roads were all built aud the demand for more had ee l 

| men were thrown out of employment, the demand for iron was I 
reduced, furnances went out of blast, and the pre re of | l 
times” was felt. The demand for foreign and dome roods dimin 
ished, and merchants, ommon with others, felt the consequences 
Many of the railroads constructed by rings” and construct } 

| compani s,” invented by Tilden, at prices three times greater than 
their real cost, were unprofitable. Fic ous and tered” stock 

land bonds inadequately secured proved worthless, and bondholders 

i ane sto kh rdale rs a Ith precy rte 1] at ke felt the conse pre ties Phe 
failure of the Northern P tic Road with Jay Cooke & ¢ in Septen 
ber, L873, preeipil ited af inclal pan It has be isaid by J. D 
Hayes, esq., of Detroit, tha 

So cager were interested | es to make mone t th en f their ] ta 
that no less an ft i { i railroa I > 
completion i i m it p of | | 
pl-dged for money by t ind near f wl 
cen oldinterest 1 i ( ei ' Mive . 
‘ ‘ co 1 1 ~ 
Yor ; ; | f 
8 ne 
‘ nt In ma , 

} t » i 
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t isold t cenld 
i they ! ir 
} 
‘ i i 
l t 
{ rown ca In so es 
t | l I 
On ll be suflicient, a igh a very 
bal ft u One « iny with a nominal 
aid ‘ i i f 81.400 paid up, when 
t I counties, and « t i y secured bonds 
af \ i hn ‘ 0 ext the 1 bonds 
I I Lit show: co I ’ Ss upon 
of bo 1 S100 OF Lhe west a ny liorsuch shrinkage 
for 3 instot ini t vlan land grant, and promised 8 
+f cust $1,576,575 of this amount, and a | 
2174 Vs 
pt ‘ to provide for which the bonds are 
t S1L0 p roads cost to build, and the man at 
‘ ] mid 1 riends for tloating them into 
f | r-contident cay vho has swallowed 
1 ‘ s mids ‘ preenbacks Is it 
‘ ea fen l ist 8, Was the result of the 
i ‘ el ) trae i swallowed up with 
| railroa many of them h ig no real value at all, 
‘ t i al future 
A distinguished citizen of Ohio, Hon. Aaron F. Perry, has given a 
truth description of the times, as follows: 
l the amount of liabilities of railroa neluding liabilities over and above 
t a smount of our na nal debt Che bonds were 
l r liabilities some two or three hundred mill 
! f { ‘ ct a nt of our national debt A 
f M is Out, so that all that class of railroad papcrissued upon | 
| transactions amounted to between four thousand and five thousand | 
t i] > 1 pal rced September 1s or 20, 1873 It 
t Jay ( & ( Philadelphia, contractors for the 
p « Ta la l Seven months before that time 
Ja 1, 1813 had gone to protest $154,684,600 of railroad 
hon} i i t, making tl ven companies that had gone 
At t of the par t ent to protest $91,740,500 of 
! panies. I ptember 20, 1873, to January 1, 
£150,233,250 | by twenty-tive in default During 
i SOVE compa ent to default And in 18 
binwlid e compa 5 t efault. And in 1875 seventy 
t , ‘ mountol $397,675,615, and forty-four 
1 osed for $159,373,300. Somewhere from tifteen hundred 
t \ is of lroad paper, bonds, and stocks had fallen 
‘ ! t | It hat} treated and valued as property, but 
hothing 
citizer is What caused the panic and 
t tischa f lal mid the pen io! prolitable industry Phose 
1 vet afloat in t country ; they e packed up in 
‘ ire lo d vealth, and scattered through the 
now i by wen who dislike to let it be known that they own 
din endless tinancial difliculties, and are wasting 
f 1 1 es i hie ry f strugeling t muigh and redeeming something 
! ! ‘ hl es tt meh Wal reet and through every cen 
‘ payne he ld, i i have burned up an enormous proportion of 
‘ nt t id have emane ited the men from their strag 
\ \ ‘ loss of | effort to retrieve something 
uve ! ‘ } business. I submit that this 
1 L the distress in business 
| pad came as the result of the extravagance that had been de- 
eloped i ur tine ind the people awoke to realize the excesses 
nto which the business of the country had been running. 
Phe general shrinkage of prices completed these evils. Debts were 
to paid. War prices could not be maintained. The debts grew 


interest, the means of payment dwindled with the shrinkage of 





pu Property was thrown upon the market, the sellers were more 
! erous th buyer ind “hard times” existed as to improvident 
debtors, individuals and corporations. 

Ki AN PARTY NOT RESPONSIBLE. 


The republican party is not responsible for any one of these dis 
No party could have prevented them except the 


ind The republican party 


tTurbin cat 


that 


made supported the rebellion, 





by the Government” was only $13,341,423.76. 


could not prevent speculation, hor extravagance among the people, 
nor the high prices which brought excessive imports or the creation 
of public and private debts, nor the construction of railroads in ad- 
vance of remunerative demand, The abundant currency was a ne- 
‘ \ lric rrew out of the war and high prices are inevitable in 
every great war. But fora protective tariff our imports would have 
! ely in excess of what they were. The very abundance of | 
‘ rity, secured by wise republican financial measures, led in- 
‘ us people into extravagance, debt, and speculation. 

fhe “shrinkage of prices” was inevitable when the Government 
ceased to be vreat buyer and consumer of products. But the “panic” 

do hard times” were by no means so ruinous as those of 1816, of 
Is37, and of 1856, democratic years. They continued for years, 
accompanied by ruin, wide-spread and universal. But now only a 
fer { industries are sulfering, and these to a limited extent. 

FORRIGN COUNTRIES 
Phe evil of hard es exists in other countries. They exist in En- 
Ll no Phey « tin Prussia, After the Franco-Prussian war, 

! ‘ wid a war tine of SL.000,000,000 to Prussia This was a coin 

t} ' t produced speculation, high prices, debt, aud now all 
1 { ed 1 decline | hard times there. 

REMEDY CAN LY N REPUBLICANS 

r hich now « s us all is, what is the appropriate | 

‘ ) Which party will mos irely bring it ? 
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NO DEM¢ tATIC REMEDY 


democrat 


Mr. Tilden 


The ic party offers no real remedy. 
‘ ire TWO relnes 


f acceptance, olfers what he means to say 


first li 


Lit 
says: 
a ou want to do now is to cut down your expenses and live 
I would give all the legerdemain of tinance ul financiering, | 
| 


whole of it for the old home maxim “live within your income.’ 





This follows from his theory that existing evils grow out of 
cessive governmental consumption,” for he directs his advic« 
ting down the expenses of the National Government and perha 
individual expenses as well. This is good advice. It may lx 
on inspired pages, and it was taught by Franklin a century ago 

But so far as individual economy is concerned, it can be pra 
without having a democratic President. So far economy 
tional public expenditures is concerned [ have already shown t! 
republican party bas been constantly reducing expenses and t 
and that democratic success would add to the national burde1 
dreds, if not thousands, of millions, by the allowance of southe: 
claims, to be followed probably by pensions fur rebel soldiers, if 
payment ultimately for emancipated slaves. 


iy ¢ 


as 


TILDEN FOR CONTRACTION. 

The democratic party now of course stand by its platform an 
didate for the Presidency in 1876. Here, then, is its purpose 

Mr. Tilden’s second remedy referring to the greenbacks says 
is a surplus of them, and that they should be funded into interest 
ing bonds. His letter of acceptance says: 

With respect to whatever surplus of legal-tenders the wants of business 
to kee and on which, in order to save interest, will be returned fo 
tion, they can be paid or they can be funded. 

In the convention which nominated Tilden, General 
Ohio, discussing the platform adopted, says : 


p in use 


Ewil 


It commits us to the red 


In 1875 the democratic party of Ohio and Indiana demanded 
greenbacks.” They sounded the alarm that contraction “ has bi 
disaster to the business of the country and threatens it with yg 
bankruptey and ruin.” 

In 1876 they supported Tilden, who says there is a surplus of 
backs which should be funded. This, on a large scale, would 
contraction “ with a vengeance,” and indeed prostrate our indns 
No man who honestly supported the Ohio democratic plat 
1-75 can support the policy of Tilden or the democratic part) 

He proposes no increase of greenbacks, no increase of curre) 
abandonment of the policy of resumption. Thisis the feast to 
the democratic party now invites Allen and the inflation anti-res 
tion democrats of Ohio. 


iction of the legal-tender money. 





THE TRUE PLAN OF RESUMPTION 

The democratic and republican parties agree now that resumpt , 
desirable at some time. There are differences of opinion as t 
time when it can commence and the means to accomplish it. 

If the Government shall, as Tilden proposes, fund all or a 
part of the greenbacks, resumption on the residue can come sp 
It will not be difficult to resume when there is but little curre 
which to resume. But this means a contraction of greenbacks w 
will be ruinous to business. It means to strike down half our 
rency and wipe it out of existence. Then the burden of resninpt 
will be thrown on the national banks. There is not sufficient « 
the country, and the banks own but little of what there is. 1 
cannot and will not incur the cost of buying coin abroad, and t 
will be compelled to surrender their circulation to escape the burd 
of resumption, if all thrown on them by funding all the greenbac! 
This will wipe out alike greenbacks and bank-notes and bring rui 
business, which no words can describe. This is the feast to which the 
Tilden democracy invites us. It is the programme of destroying | 
national banks advocated in the Ohio democratic platform of 17 
and in other States as well. It is the latent purpose of the « 
cratic party, not openly avowed in the national platform. Thi 
publican party is conservative and watchful of the business interests 
of the country. It willcommit nosuech folly or wickedness as this 

As to the time and means for resumption, I can only speak for 
self. On the 24th of February, 1876, “the actual available coin ow 
(House Execu 
Document No. 133, first session Forty-fourth Congress.) It is 
more now. 

There should be no such reduction of the volume of money as to 
disturb business, reduce prices, or embarrass debtors. The greenbacks 
should be redeemable in coin so soon as the requisite coin can be a 
cumulated inthe Treasury. If the public demand for coin should 
cause the greenbacks all to be redeemed, their place would be supplicd 
with the coin, and there would be no reduction of the volume ot 
money. Coin dollars would be money—more money than paper « 
lars. In fact, $160,000,000 of gold now in the country, and now a 
marketable commodity, would become current money, and iner 
the supply of circulating money. Resumption would increase the 
money. The supply of coin thus produced would exceed the vol 
of bank-notes, and enable the banks to maintain resumpt’on wit 
reducing theircirculation. It may not require a supply of coin e 
to the greenback circulation, $369,772,254, to begin and maintat 


in 
sumption. Considerably less may possibly answerthe purpose. But 








should not underestimate the difficulties of resumption. The first 
ditlieulty to be encountered is the propensity of the people to hoard 
It is probable that the demand for this, and for banks and 

ess purposes, would require $300,000,000 within a year after re- 
ition begins. Ourpaper circulation was in July, 1876,8737 217,215. 


( iis the banks hold about $120,000,000, the Treasury about $12.- 
( 00, and private banks abont $25,000,000, or in all $157,000,000. 
rhe residue of our currency, $580,217,215, is invisible. It is in State, 


| 
| 


ty, city, village, and township treasuries, in the safes of business | 


men and corporations, but more largely than all, it is hoarded by the 
people to the amount of probably $250,000,000 or more. 





Resumption 


st first satisfy the demand for this purpose, and the Treasury can- | 


make redemption permanent with a less sum than is suflicient to 
ett. 
than greenbacks, is hoarded, and is rarely visible, threateninu 
icity of change. The time when this (or whatever may be 
cient) sum can be accumulated in the Treasury will in all proba 
ty, as it seems to me, fix the date of resumption. 
[he late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. BoUTWELL, in the discussions 
Congress in 1974, has shown that the nine great banks of Euro. 
dd $600,000,000 of coin; that they will probably not permit it to go 
ad; that they resisted the refunding of our 6 per cent. national 
ds until the Treasury Department would agree only to convert 6 
cents, already held in Europe, into 5 per cents, and that they 
so sensitive to any export of coin that the Geneva award of 
00,000, payable in gold, was in fact paid in our own Govern- 
ent bonds. It is quite probable that we cannot rely on buying coin 
from Europe with our bonds. And if we could it is by no means cer 
that it is desirable to add to our interest-bearing national debt 
even to accomplish the desirable resumption. 
lated in the Treasury from our coin revenues. This will require time; 
much, no man can tell. While the process goes on, our paper 
| vradually improve in value. The republican platform of 1276 
erefore commits the party to no absolute day. 
he national convention, but voted down. The platform demands 
resuuiption “at the earliest practicable period,” and “a continuous 
| steady progress to specie payment.” 
ind wise, 


r 
al 


Coin can be accumu- 


This was propose al 


This is judicious, practica- 
Recently the coin supply in Europe has largely acen- 
ited, and the same conditions possibly do not now exist as in 1874. 
The balance of trade now turning in our favor may materially aid 
resuu ption. 
REPUBLICANS CAN MANAGE CURRENCY—DEMOCRATS NOT. 

rhe republican party can be trusted; the demoeratie party, not. 
During the long years of democratic rule the country never had a 
| papercurrency. Expansions, contractions, panics, bankruptey, 
ertainty, ruin, followed the democratic party in its career of mis- 


t 


its subserviency to slavery, and its imbecility for any good pur- 


In the “Sixth Annual Review of the Commerce, Manufactures, and 


the Publie and Private Improvements of Chicago for 1957,” it is said: 
I the 12th of last September, for nearly four years past, the range for ex 


con New York has been three-quarters of 1 per cent., the variation being 
tol} percent. preminm. As most of our readers have had océasion to 
nee September the price has been ruinously high; but such has been the dé 
ution of our mercantile community to maintain their honor 
nermous sacrifices have been cheerfully made to meet maturin 





untarnished 


¢ obligations 


] rcent. has been the highest price charged by the reqular bankers ; but for many 
luring the last three months they have had none to sell even at these figures 

] and even 15 percent. has been paid by parties tothe brokers forsma lamounts 
r than hare notes prote sted. These enormous prices for exchange have cost 


our city an immense amount of money; but as a whole there can be no doubt th 

i been a great and positive advantage to our trade to doit. Itwase 

mpossibility of converting the bill's of the Ilinois and Wisconsin b ks into coin 

For atime no one dared to keep an account, in Saint Louis, for nearly all the banks 
inkers failed, or were cons.dercd in a inost precarious condition. 


his is the history of one year in one locality in the days of demo- 
cratic power, policy, and ascendency. It isa fair sample of nearly 
localities during too large a portion of the years of democratic 


I ‘ 


The democratic party went out of power on the 4th of March, 1361, 

with a bank-note circulation of only $207,102,477. 

Che democratic rebellion came, requiring $2,000,000 a day for the 
of the Government and a vast increase for the business of the 
utry. Therepublican party was equal totheemergency. It gave 

to the country the greenbacks, the fractional currency, the national- 
bank notes—the best currency not immediately convertible into ccin 
which the world ever saw. The greenbacks were kept good by the 
faith the people had in the republican party, by the solemn promise 

the law under which they were issued that no more than $400,000,000 
should ever be issued, and by the promise of ultimate payment in coin. 

rhe democratic party opposed all this without offering a better o1 
any system of currency. The coin in the country would not pay the 
expenses of the war for a day. 

Mr. Pendleton, speaking the democratic sentiment in Congress on 
the ih January, 1862, more than doubted the constitutional power 
to issue greenbacks, and said: 

You send these notes out into the world stamped with irredeemability. You put 


em the mark of Cain, and like Cain they will go forth to be vagabonds and fu 
3 on the earth. 


He was a false prophet, speaking to defeat the means of suppress- | 


ing the rebellion. The greenbacks went out with the stamp of pa- 
triotism on them, they were baptized in the blood of out soldiers, 
they and the national banks performed the financial part of savin; 


Even the fractional silver recently issued, though less valu- | 


| through 
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ie tepu 


Phe republican pa 
can be trusted in pe 
Our greenback and 


platform of 1¢76 aflin 


better, to perform the 
as practicable.” 


If it can be done a 


1875. proposes, by January ze 


Ww ill be postponed. 


time is to be carried into 


things hop d for, 


gust, Is 
I will p 
I. I have 


fesse 
roc 
ilready 
its whole h 
in peace and in war 

Il. Th ] 
tains three principal 
lL. It demands resun 
intended to satisf 
2. It says: 


This is intended to 
publican party shoul 


before made, an impes 


During *‘ all these ¢ 


which could have bre 


Ohio democrat i 

manded ‘that 

States followed the 
3. Then 

act of 187 

ments.” 


itional pla 


Here isa clause intet 


my 
A ill 


eed to show 


democratic p 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


8 


the evid 


stor’ 


lk 


+} 


“We deno 


make good the promise 


Sa 


i} 
i 


! 


mueh 
party opposed every practl ible 

platform of 1875, 0 
this pol 


Line 


as a “hind 


| resumption earlier tha 


| convention, which ac 


} thatis 
twuscd by | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


a‘ hinderance,” beca 
to be read in 


away beyond 1°79 


true character by 


It ae inces one cla 
time for the rest rt 
objected to, and by ir 
Because itis destroying t 
of the law Notata 
fair 1 ren be 
Iv be drawn—that 
resumption 
that 
clive! ind Ww 


S:1\ 


no 
nyp 


ane 
he 
sur 
1 
aw i 
{ 
t 
ths 


teariver tha 


Til. The den.oera I 


resumpt 


when greenbacks wet! 


them in the 
1875, as did the «ke 
a of g 
\ 1of the 
the to 


Constitution 


NEW ISSUE é wd 


| 
S40 
Phi 


more greenbac ks; 


lat 
Olalle 


amount 


shonld le Junded. rh 
ad Lilet 


moc 


in 176 the Vv supporte 
In 1°75 the Ohio di 


ported a platform whi 
the 1 


the destruction of 
form which is silent 
in the convention: 
It commits us to the 
The 
unity of 


but 


PULpose 


ng, would int 


ment, ruinous t 


the Fy a | 
When the platform was 


1 


Interest ol 


st 


. 3 
rledac 


as te 


truth is the democt 


by its conflicting pr 
It 
at 
IV. This democratic Ho 
bility to deal with t 
In In74 the vere 


? f ' ti 
OL1iresiu Lip rc de 


Vell years 


ited it, ¢ 


vv demal 


st 


ALLUTt 
rl. 
w East 
resumed 


lov 


restiiuption. 
measure 
1 the 
ev be al l 


po 


| tica 


Januar 


as tave 


ss, 
rly has ho 

t he 
Phe Ohi 


itiorms 1} 


CCeESSITEY 
ned qu 


itiorm 
says there 

ocrats in 1 
nw 
ats Opposed resun 
ded it ** soon 
] ont 


il il ba 


3, but of 


» Dali 


mer and if ! 
t it The t { turbi 
( uncertainty If 
und platforms, we 
d res out 
p d 


settled poli 
democrat 


oad 


ho tavored contra 





Which General 


' 
power ceuld ag 


il d ad tiny 


ng the wa 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































lan wro ’ was in every respect, and for which democrats were 
li e Tespe ible than republicans. 

They were outraged by the “Credit Mobilier” frands, so recently 
exposed in Congress, and they elected a democratic House of Repre- 
sentatives. The democratic party Last had denounced the resump- 
tion act as‘ a policy without a plan,” and in the West they had de- 


nounced the policy because it had an operative plan—the only plan 
that « —lo accumulate coin in the Treasury as s00n as practica- 
ble sufficient to resume. 

Phe act of February 25, 1562, requires duties on imported goods to 
he paid in coin,” and this is the source of the coin supply. 

Phis democratic House first met in December, 1875, and during a 
rht and a balf months, had ample time to develop every 
plan upon every subject. And now near the cl of 
second session, after atrial of two years, it has not presented or agreed 
rie iyned to protect civil or political rights, to im- 
prove the revenue s mn, the of the national debt, the 
civilservice reform, or in any respect to promote the ma- 
terial or moral interests of the people. Week after week an expect- 
people awaited with anxiety some measure upon some subject 


in succeed 


session of e1 


democrat sc it 


upon one asure «le 


yout 


management 


currency, 


ant 
that would be useful for some purpose, 
reney, With a view to remedy “ hard times.” 

Phe mountains and after eigl 


democratic rule in Congress, was born 


labored months of the first session of 
‘ridiculus mus’’—a confession 


that a democratic House were incapable of understanding the subject. 





Phey asked for erperts to aid them. Experts are people who under- 
stand their business, asa democratic Congress cannot, 
On the 3ist July, Is76, Mr. Cox introduced a joint resolution in 
these words 
i ld That a joint committee of the two Houses of Congress be appointed 
ho may call to tacir aid three or more experts in finance; three of said con unttes 
tobe apvointed by the Speaker of the Hlouse and the same number by the Presi 
‘ tef the Senate, whose duty it shall be to inquire into and report at the next 
nof Congress upon the practicability, desirability, and mode of remonetizing 
mothe reswmption of apecve payments and upon ether kindred su yects of 
ny fiscal legislation 
Chis was referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and 
with immaterial modifications, all having the same purpose, was 


arreed to on the 6th of August, 1°76. And this is the consummation 
of democratic wisdom on the subject of currency. The democratic 
party may how sine: 

This is the way we long have sought 

And mourned because we tound it not 
And up to this hour absolutely nothing has been done to relieve 
the pressure of “hard times.” This democratic House has 
weighed inthe balances and found wanting. It has been worse than 
a barren tig tree, and should receive its reward accordingly. 

THE GREENBACK PARTY. 
In some portions of the country there is a so-called 


been 


‘ greenback 


party Pheir platform in 1876 was substantially that advocated by 
th: democrats of Ohio in 1875. It rests on three essential declared 
purposes 1) the withdrawal from the national banks of the power lo 
issuc notes, Which meaus their destruction ; (2) the repeal of the resump- 


tion act, and (3) the issue of unlimited amounts of greenbacks by the Gor 
never redecmable in coin, but a leg 


ernment, al tender for all purposes, 
and convertible into a bond bearing 3.05 per cent. interest, payable in 
the new greenbac ks; and the bonds themselves never to be payable 
in coin but re-convertible back into the new greeenbacks—the one 
convertible into the other but neither ever payable in anything. 
Democrats who supported Allen and Carey in Ohio in 1875, cannot 
support the democratic party now and preserve consistency or self- 
But republicans who supported Rutherford B. Hayes for 
governor of Ohio in 1275, and for President in 1376, and all men who 
desire permanent prosperity should support the republican party now. 

It may be proper to consider brietly the principles of the greeuback 
party. 

Phe destruction of the national banks is objectionable for several 
reasons, some of which LT will state rather than argue: 

1 It would violate public faith. The banks were created under a law 
which gives them banking privileges for twenty years. 
deed a power of repeal, but repeal without cause would be unjust. 
Capital invested on the faith of a law should not be disturbed, 

> The y fu nish the beat currency the people ever had. At isof uniform 
value all over the country and is safe beyond doubt, because for every 
$00 in bank notes the Treasury holds $100 in Government bonds, worth 
S112 in gold. 

3. Thedestruction of the banks would require the collection of $1,000,000,000 
which the people owe them. This would produce embarrassment and 
ruin by forcing debtors to pay. Those who owe the banks would in 
turn require theirdebtors to pay. Money now embarked in buying farm 
producis, operating factoris, and aiding other industries would be 
withdrawn ; laborers would be thrown out of employment and panic 
and hard times would come in earnest. 

1. The national banks pay more taxes than any other property. They 
are taxed by the National Government and the States. In 1875 they 
paid into the Nation il Treasury $7,26%,379.16 and probably into the 
county treasuries in all the States $12,000,000. If 
abolished this tax must be raised from other sources, 

5. The experience of all commercial nations is that banks are an abso- 
lute necessity, andthe national-banking system isthe best everdevised. 
But 1 will not enlarge upon these propositions. The repeal of the 
resumption act in full, and all its parts, and the issue of such notes 


respect. 


the banks are 
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ment of pre-existing debts. 


| debts.” 


| of borrowing moncy. 


and especially upon the cur- 


There is in- | 





as I have described, is a part of one policy to have a Government 
rency never redeemable in coin or anything of value. I will eo 
myself with enumerating a few of the objections to this wild. 
practicable, hambug scheme of irredeemable notes. 

(1) Under the Constitution they could not be made a legal tender in ) 

) The Constitution declares that “no S;. 
shall make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
The Supreme Court only sustained the legal-tender ¢| 
acter of greenbacks by a vote of 5 to 4, and two at least of th 
judges only sustained them as a war necessity, justifying this 1 
But new Treasury notes now would enconnte; 
the objection that there is no war necessity, and as nothing is “ mon 
but gold or silver coin, they not promising to pay “ dollars,” which 
means coin dollars, as our greenbacks do, would be declared unconst; 
tutional as a legal tender. Notes that will not pay debts can ha 
but little value, 

(2) It would be a fraudulent violation of the pledge made in the act of 
June 30, 1864, that no more than $400,000,000 of greenbacks should }y 
issued. A nation that would break its promises can never be trust 

(3) The new qreenbacks would rapidly depreciatein value. Lf they 
convertible into a boud bearing 3.65 per cent. interest and payabl; 
coin, the bond and the new greenbacks would even now be only wo 
about seventy cents on the dollar, for 44 per cent. bonds are o 
worth par. But bonds payable only in new greenbacks, which tli 
selves are never redeemable in coin but only convertible back 
bonds, would be of no value abroad and conld not maintain valu 
home. 


The paper money of many countries, even payable in coin, has 
become worthless by its excessive issues. This would be liable to thy 
same excessive issues, and would be worthless because making 
promise to pay anything of intrinsic value. Such depreciated 

| rency would swindle all creditors and fall largely on the labori 
|men. The wages due them is $120,000,000. They have deposits 
savings-banks of $760,000,000; in trust companies and other ban} 
$ 200,690,000, and have other moneys due, $130,000,000. They sh 

be paid in money having full value. From the time when Abraha 
purchased a burial-place for Sarah, his wife, with coin the pre: 
metals have been the money of the world. All efforts to give va 
toa currency not payable in coin have failed. 

| (4) This scheme would be ruinous to debtors. Creditors would sue and 
| force collections while currency had some value, and not wait 

| depreciation had robbed them of all their dues. 

| Suppose it shall be determinved that there shall be inflation. 
| then? 

| Will men loan money to those who are in debt, with a prospect of 
payment in a still move depreciated currency ? 

Will creditors indulge debtors when delay may bring payment i 
a still more depreciated currency ? 

This will close the avenues of the debtor class, either to indulgence 
or to money, and they must fall a victim to judgments, executions, 
| forced sale of property at terrible sacrifices, ending in baukroy 
and rain. Of all men in the community, the debtor class, who need 
indulgence from creditors or hope to borrow, will be most ruinou 
affected by inflation. 
(5) Ltwould discourage all industrial enterprises. It would prevent t! 
building of new factories, houses, railroads, &c., and thus take away 
the means of employment. Men will not embark in new enterprises 
on inflated prices, because those prices cannot continue always, and 
when prices go down they cannot be made to pay. Men will sa 
“ We will wait until we know what is coming before we will build 
Uncertainty is ruin to business, 

Will inflation build new railroads, or open new mines, or revive 


Whiat 


picy 


manufactures? This might be so fora time in starting from a speci 
basis. It was so, because it was possible to goin debt to a certain 


limit. But many railroads already built on inflated prices d 
pay, and men will not embark in new projects on greatly increase 
prices with a certainty that even now they could not be made to pay 
and much less when we return, as we must, to real money and sul 
| stantial prices. 

Men will not build new factories or houses at an inflated cost with 
a certainty that when normal conditions come, as come they must 
| their value must shrink and yield inadequate rents or profits on the 

original cost. Let inflation come, with the experience of the past in 
| view, and men will say: “ We will not build until we can build at 
less cost ;” and they will act accordingly. 

During the last summer one of the largest manufacturers of reap 
ers and mowers in the world, the famous Champions, of Springtie!d, 
Ohio, in the district which I have the honor to represent, was asked 
if inflation would improve his business. Said he: 

If inflation is to come, I would suspend business at onee. I cannot afford to} 


for labor and materials this year in money worth 90 cents in coin on the dollar and 
sell for paper next year worth only 70. This would ruin any business. 


| Men will only embark in enterprises giving employment to labor 
when there is stability in the valne of money, when they can ca! 
late the profit to come from investments. The real cause of our di 
ficulties and the remedy have been better stated by Governor Hayes, 
in his letter of acceptance of July 8, 1876, than by any other states- 
man or political economist whose writings I have recently observe. 
He says: 

It is my conviction that the feeling of uncertainty, inseparable from an irred 

able paper curren: y, With its fluctuations of value, is one of the great obstac 
a revival of confidence and business and to a return of prosperity. That vu! 

| tainty can be ended in, but one way: the resumption of specic payments ; BUI 



























THE INSTABILITY connected with our present money system is permitted to | 
the greater will be the injury intlicted upon our economical 


i Interests. 


ese are words of wisdom, the words of an able statesman. 
Millions of capital are now locked up awaiting a solution of our 
uncial troubles. The success of the democratic party would bring 
ertainty, the success of the republican party stability. If it shall 
8 ipported in Congress and maintained in power it will restore 
niidence, bring the gradual resumption of specie payments, and 
ve our prostrate industries all over the land. 

Inflation would impose burdens on consumers. It would tax every 
consumer and buyer of manufactures. It would tax every manufact 
ure. The business of the country deais in thousands of millions of 
hattel property besidesland. Achange of 10 per cent. in the value of | 
ecurrency affects the holders of property who are in debt hundredsof 
With a currency of changeable value dealers must add on 
sales from 2 to 5 per cent. to indemnify them for loss in the depreci- 
ation of currency. This falls on manufacturers and consumers, and, 
with great inflation, would put an end to many branches of industry 
and throw men out of employment. 

Suppose the manufacturer of iron should be confronted with a law 
ra practice which would make a ton of iron consist of 1,800 pounds 
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re 


bo 


illions. 


( 
tl 
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or 


or 2,000 pounds, or any fluctuating point between them, dependent 
ithe gamblers in Wall street and the click of thetelegraph. If he 
took a contract to furnish iron a month hence he would naturally say 
a ton now is 1,800 pounds, but in a month it may be 1,900 pounds. I 

ust deduct from the price of labor 5 per cent. of the value I could 
ifiord to pay if I knew exactly what aton would be, toindemnify me | 
against the risk Lineur. If I cannot do this I must cease operations 
and leave the tield to iron-makers in other countries where a ton isa 
fixed measure. 

If a yard measure should vary, the manufacturers of cloth would 
reason in the same way, and the manufacturers of corn whisky would 
learn the same logic if a barrel could tluctuate between thirty-two | 
and forty gallons. 

hese measures do not indeed fluctuate, but there is another meas- 
ure more universally in use which does. 

Coin is a medium of exchange. It measures values. It is unvary- 
ing. It is recognized the world over. It is the money of the world. 

We have a paper currency by which we effect exchanges and meas- 
ure future liabilities. 

lhe manufacturer of iron, or wool, or cotton, or wood, who agrees 
to furnish a given quantity of goods for $1,000, at a fixed time, knows | 
he is to receive $1,000 in currency, but he does not know whether it 
will be worth $340 or $900 in gold. He is uncertain what he will get. 
He must indemnify himself against loss by a charge upon labor. He 
will not enlarge his business nor embark in more enterprises while 
this uncertainty lasts. 

\ fluctuating currency is a tax on labor, the only real source of 
wealth. Additional inflation will increase the disparity between gold 
and paper and add to the tax. 

Inflation proposes to pay the laborer in a currency which may be 
worth sixty or ninety cents on the dollar. 

Justice demands that we gradually approach resumption, so that 
when a dollar is paid for labor it shall be equal to coin. 

The approach to resumption will remedy the evils which have grown 
out of inflation. It will turn the balance of trade in our favor and 
enable us to accumulate a supply of the long-banished gold. It will 
revive our industries and give employment and profit to our people. 
The balance of trade has already turned in our favor. Our exports 
for 1°76 were $32,674,647 more than for 1875, and our imports for the 
year ending June 30, 1876, were $72,918,159 less than for 1275. The 
total excess of exports of merchandise exclusive of specie over im- 
ports during the last fiscal year was about $79,000,000. (Congressional 
Record, August 10, 1876.) 
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fiscal years ended June 30, 1857, 1858, 1859, 160, L- 
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il and Financial Chronicle of February 10 gives the 
following exhibit: 
V A \ \ 
I ] I) } 
Merchandise ” gets , 
é 4 eX 
Month ended December 31, 1 $ 0, 4 7 ) $1, 709, 420 
Month ended December 31, 1 1, 324, 7 e414 l 1. 349. 120 
I'welve months ended Deceriber 31 4215, 612, 704 175, GOR, 040 14,923, 743 
Twelve months ended December U3, 152, OS 497, 263, 737 13, GRY, ¢ 
GOLD AND SILVER 
Month ended December 31, 187 11, 884, Qe 2 136, 301 1, 256, 551 
Mouth ended December 31, 1875 1, 428 2 401 24 ) 
I'welve months ended Decem 1, 1ST 44.479 i 8 320, 713 
welve wonths ended Decem stds 22, 806, L4e 1 2 » 14, G62 
LD VAI ANDISI sTIC EX 5 

Month ended Dec. 31, 1876 B71,2 Month ended Dee. 31 £56. 634. T19 

Not reported—Alaska, ( ( sti, for November and December 

*The figures given for t months wh case represent the spec val 

The industries of the country are iving Even the iron indus 
try, so much depressed, is better now than ever under democratic 


rule. The Philadelphia Bulletin of thi 
sociation for February, 1877 


American Iron and Steel As 
SaVS: 


Our consumption of mannf ired in 1875. except rails, greatly exceeded 
that of IS71 or 1272, and only f b hat of 1873 and 1874 in our whole his 
tory; while our consumption of steel never was so great as in 1875 and 1576 


1 


(7) This inflation sch 


reme would give Conqress the dangerous power to fix 


the value of every man’s property, and change and 


N Phen, 
when people are in debt they would demand contraction. Alternate 
expansions and contractions would enable shrewd speculators to gob 
ble up the capital of the country. 
all 
The currency of a country shonld be 
trade, and under resumption it will be so. 


it often largely 


speedily. Speculators would besiege Congress for inflation. 


Phe uncertainty would paralyze 
business. 


regulated by the wants of 


(8) A new issue of Treasury notes would not relieve debtors. Suppose 
you issue a hundred or five hundred millions of greenbacks. You will 
not distribute them gratis, either to debtors or borrowers. They can 

| only get them by giving something of value in exchange for them 

(9) It would bring violent « and contractiona 


rpanstons In times of ap 
parent prosperity bonds would be converted inte circulating notes 
and enormously inflate the currency. With the slightest panic the 
notes would go back into bonds, produc ing speedy, immense, and 
ruinous contraction. This is the most splendid contrivance to pro 
duce violent expansions and contractions ever devised 

I have described only the one question of “ hard times,” 
and the remedy. 

But upon all questions the republican party is the only one that 
ean safely be trusted. 
cussed by others. 

Let us keep the ship of state in the control of a President and a 
party that believes we have a nation capable of preservi 
existence, and that duty and patriotism demand that men, regardless 
of race o1 protected in the enjoyinent of equal civil 
and political rights all over the land. This is the 
the republican party. 

The following table will show the increase in exports of agricult 
ural exports, and illustrate the policy of our legislation, surrounded, 
as it has been, with so many difficulties and disadvantageous circum 
stances: 


the 


CaAURE 


The great questions of the times have been dis 


ny its own 
color, shall be 


grand mission of 





“m produ e, exported from the United States to 


72, 1873, 1974, 1875, and 1°76. 


foreiqn countries during the 









Ackew whbetetes bushels eke ‘i 
Indian corn...... bushels 5, 184, 666 4, 766, 145 : 1, 719, 998 1,3 11 2, 3 4, 491, 65 27, DRO ) 
Indian corn-meal ....... barrels 957, 791 237, 637 877, 692 25e, 88 4, 2 3, 70 912,07 30, #40) 1, 214, 999 
vats... eee | ORR i Seewsn case (*) ) 262, 9 I me 
@.ccouce bushels (*) (*) TAM ( mo 
rve flour...... barrels 115, 82" 14, 223 6, 235 14, 43 60,7 3 42,172 6, 26 1401 
wheat ee ee eee bushels 22, 240, 857 8, 926, 196 9, O61, 504 3, 02, O1F 2 849 4,155.1 4, 076, 704) 2H, 423. One 2915. 060 
wheat flour...... ; bushels Q5, RF 2, 316 3, 512, 169 19, 328, R81 2, 431, 824 14, 433 611,59 15, 448, 507) 2, 614, 542 17, 955, Ge4 
Co her small grain and pulse. ....|...... t 680, 108 t 642, 764 t 1,1e1,1 1, 054, 304 479, 440 
toon { 
WI it cad ecatan .-bales..|...... j Misceces stele ibaa cue snscnel saa R. OZ 2 
sea island -. .-.. pounds 12, 940, 725) | 5 12, 101, 058) ) 13, 713, 556, ) I 69% ) | » 1,410 ; 
other unmanufactured bales. .| ‘ § 131, 575, 859 ‘am --| > 131, 326, 661 161, 4 ) ! ’ 
other unmanufactured .. pounds. ./1, 035, 341, 7501) ...... 1, 106, 522, 954! § 1, 372 006 5 640, ) 3 ) 109, 274, 202 
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t Including barley, oats, and rye for 1857, 1858, 1859, and 1860 








420, 237, 06 





Statement showing the quantities and values of certain articles of domestic farm produce—Continned. 
1257 1e58 1859 1260 13 
( 4 
Quat Valu Quan \ ut Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantit \ 
} 4 
4 barrels $3, 201 $135, 2-1 27,711 S74, 3 32, 979 $99 80 78, 209 2206, 0 a 
ied po “ 2 644,59 ¢ 
nor ripe bushels | 1.0, 307 | 
f t, green, ripe, or dried 
l --. tons — ee cose eeas 5, 2 
i manufactured cwt 7.3 165, 907 8, 340 17 2, 160 9,27 3, 720 9, 531] "BGI 
I skins other than furs. No 1 7 624, 67 R75. 20, 53 it 1, (365, Qt 1 
llops : pounds 4 R4, B52 458, Xx 41, 10 587, 053 53, 01 273, 257 32,8] 3, 061, 24 
I’r 
ba { hams pounds 43, 863, 53 4,511, 442 29, 954, 3°4 1, 957. 4 11, 989, 694 1, 253, 04 25, 844, 610 116, 202, 14 
{ I ] ‘ l ~ 1 2 1.4 ° \_& tw. ~OL OO 2 Lex Of 34 858-00 26,652.04 ' 
| 3, 14 8, O84 82.117 41, 63 4.572, 00 TOO, O11 7, 640,9'4 7, 746, 261 
pt 8 6, 455 47,4 098 F511 7, US, 325 649, 30 15, 5.5, 799 6, 204, 02 
é l i — » ae 5.14 
lard pe «ls i4 » 44,19 33, 022, 2 s, R09. 501 Qe 362, Te 3, 262. 40 40, 240, 519 4,545, 831/199, 651, 6 
I poun 2 02, H.0 2 », POT $1, 075, 00) 2, Rod, 942 41, 14%, 40 3, 355, TA 40, 44, 600 3, (32. 31 7, 169, 51 1 
ol l 77, 04 75, 62 1 0.66 aoe 109, Ril ~O¢ 
potatoes bushels 217, 62 05, Git 212, 2 205, THI 376, Ui 2a4, 111 ge0, Ba 224, 67 H21, 5 
a 
I t ces O4 ; 2, 290, 4 4, t : 1 0,57 £1,220) 2 2 207, 14x BI 163 2 O7, 39 
I arrels | 5 4 5 69, Y4u) § 77, X37 § 
I RE. A ceseee cereal Wetawsacecss | -chebensenwe o1sse8bu s shee eves ceed esewechsl GbssbenecnWel ethene baton! cesses sueus 403, 83 
} P 1 6, 360, 10 
{ ‘ r linseed bu ls a » > ( R, 1 $1 t 
t thy arden 
and all other bushels 330, 16 76, 31 332, 2 95, 9:9 536, 771 596, 91 . 
Tall pounds 698, 31 632, 2 8, 2s i £24, 9 7, 103, 045 712, 55 1, 59¢, 17! 76, 151, 21 
I wco hhds l 4 127, 670 l mit 
l cases 631 20, 260, 7 4R4 ( 17, 009, 7 7,1 21, O74, 03> 15, 03 15, 906, 543 
14,43.) 5 12, 640 § 19, Go| § 17,817 § 
i p ° ne o* ae os 234, 936 &0 24 
\ wand fl p ils Oo, 2 19,0 R84, 20% J11, Bt 1, 70 5 S50, 903 1, 055, 02s 320, S12 140, 51 
Total lues 2 ( 14) 200, T=4 i 222, 19 2.5, 683, 012 
1873 1874 1875 | 187 
Commodities | 
Quantity Value. Quantity Value. Quantity Value. Quantity Va 
\ ral 
No 09, 72 $727, 402 #1, 625, 83 64,97 $739, 215 68, 044 807 
| ed cattlh No b>, 495 605, 957 1, 150 : 57, 211 1, 104, Ox 51,593 l i 
No 2, B14 255, Se 160, 30 3, 220 242,031 2,03 i { 
No 1,659 172, 172 74,1 2, e02 3363, 82 1, 724 1 
6 1 No 66, 71 107, GUS 159, 73 124, 416 1x3, 29 110, 312 | 
‘ her and fowls No RD ciinsci SS} cses0. ; SADT sicesccess. 24 
hi tulls 
ba \ ‘ bushels 4°2. 410 32:3, 187 320, 399 219, 73 91,118 él wel 317. 71 l 
i t rr bushels 38, 41,930 2%, 794, 6°4 34, 434, Gin 24, THM, O° 23,85%,420) 24,456,938 | 49, 493, 57 
ornmeal barrels 403, 111 1,474, 827 5 r0) 1, 520, 39 21 654 1, 290, 5355] 354, 21 
oata sees . yeneetutin bushels 714,072 295.5 R12, 8.3 3s 4, 7 504, 770 290, 537] 1, 46,2 & 
hel 2, O21 1, 504, 44 1, 56%, 3 207, 100 24, 59 SAS, M41 { 
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An Exposure of Democratic Frands at the Late Election in South Caro 


; , hand, what politica 
lina, and a Vindication of the Kepublicans, 


Colored Thiel 


resorting, during 
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‘ ,7. 1 Ty TNX, ntimidation ? Sir. L 
SPEECH Ok HON, dy II. RAINEY, bs eiaiesinates nha: 1 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA | it may be noted that o 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Peper perce 


| We are accused of proc 


February 21 1877 


: . men, the mere sight of 
On the recent election in the State of South Carolina. 


Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Speaker, in one form or another the condition 
1 South has commanded the attention of the country from the 
foundation of this Government to the present time, and I am 
dent it will continue to do so, either to the detriment or benetit | of Charleston is the re« ognized org 
it section, during many years hence. This must necessarily be | State. Prior to the 7th of N 
cause of the diversity of sentiment and the habits of the ruling 
sses, and because, likewise, of a deficiency of that lofty patriotism 
h ought to control the emotions and shape the sentiments of | heartily such a move or 
se who should love their entire country better than a portion, only, | fect, that such action v 
reof. Thestruggle of later years was for the perpetuity of slavery ; 
igele entered into under the consiction that this peculiar insti- | party vote. Whethert 
nm was sanctioned by Holy Writ, and that consequently its main- | demoeratie bombast o1 
uice at any cost would meet the appproval of God himself. To | but in this 
h an end, and thus animated, no means were spared in forcing 
ction and molding public sentiment into thorough acquiescence In doing so, however, yet 
with these pronounced ideas. The warmth and earnestness thrown | premises presents itself: /Tow were tl ited St 
the efforts here noted, however sincere the convictions of which | sist in angmenting considerabl » democratic vote in 
y were the offspring, proved fatal in effect. ‘hey shook the en- | or, indeed, the republican \ either? Was their preset 
fabric of the Republic, supplanted peace with discord, and, an- | polls to exert a moral or phy 
lating the country’s wide-spread harmony, severed that fraternal | 
lation which is so essential to the stability of a good and whole 
government. 
In my judgment, the difference of opinion regarding this great | (as some would there ha it) to overawe and terrify, h 
hern question is owing very largely to the want of a full under- | democrats to derive benetit therefrom? And yet such seemit 
standing of the facts relating thereto, and a public tendency to dis- | 
credit, as partisan, all attempted explanations of the true condition 
of affairs among the late insurrectionary States. The original objective 
point in this respect wasthe negro—as aslave; and to-day the real bone 
of contention among the Carolinas and their sister States is this sau 
dentical negro—no longer a slave but asa freeman and a citizen. | were forced at the bayonet’s point to vote for Cham 
rhe great question among them at present is the one absorbing in- | Hayes. 
terrogatory : Has the colored man, in acquiring freedom, acquired also | 
the rights and privileges inciglental to that condition; or, has he still 
to render obedience to the control and dictation of the dominant race ? 


| awe and terrify would 
is that the trumpeters ¢ 
so deficient as to cause them to forg 


press in South Carolina on this very 


over be 
to the proposed con itration of troop 


of election, and prof 


as assuredly proving 


$s relerence We 
charitable supposition 


sical influence over the ballo 
of the republican party know that United States soldiers wer 


into the Southern States to preserve the peace 


| suming for the moment th y were dispate hed 
! 


the views of the southern inocracy on this question before 


tion, as expounded in the ty organ Now, however, tl 
ended, and South Carolin meceded to be republican by 


I 1 


thinking men, the entire retrospect is changed, 


Soldier Ss. We 


served as intimidators all through the State, and terrified 


Ah, sir! right here we cannot but note the brilliant 
Which marks the politica iduet uthern democra 
State by unaccountable means ly gone democrat it 


Reduced yet more simply the question with which the white people | heard nothing of this flipp 
of the South are now wrestling is this: Has the negro become pos 
sessed of nominal or actual freedom? And while upon this branch 


of my subject I wish to express the belief that they have not, generally 
speaking, opposed the entranchisement of my race except in so far as | an indirect 


the soldiers 
tions of the newspaper i ecta roted 

| declared to have been re | 

| and in this subsequent tall 


vould 
outa 


t democrati co 
irolina in November last 
And the opposition—was it entirely innocent of the gr 


it invaded their cherished theory ; a theory in which each succeeding | C 
generation had been taught to believe as something perfectly proper be 
calise, as Was supposed, sanctioned by Scripture. And even this theoret 
ical objection to enfranchisement would fade away like mist before 
the morning sun if we would but consent to become docile to dictation y 

from our former masters as to whom we should support and what | Iam well aware of and fully appreciate 
measures we should sustain; in other words, if we agreed to hold our | republican form of 
individual ballots subject to the disposition of the southern rulers. 
In such a ease all trouble would cease and the South become. almost | how deeply rooted this principle is in the I 
immediately, strangely tranquilized. But such surrender would be | ple and how justly and properly they boast of 
the sacrilice of the spirit of true manhood to the Moloch, slavery— | feature of its fundamental 
in institution which has made of the South a perfect pandemonium 
for any one who would dare denounce it in its very cradle before its 
very patrons. 


idation,” with which it essays to bespatter so ltberall 
party enemy? Again have we only to turn to the N 


| of Charleston for an indirect negative answer to th 
government, name 


| subordinate to the civil power, especia 


law. But there are 

still greater importance and more essential to t 
| Government, and these are: that the citizens shoul 
| sonal liberty and exercise fully and freely their polit 
And now, sir, let me claim your attention and the attention of this | This, Mr. Speaker, I regard as the first and most import 
House and the country while I touch upon the subject of intimida- | 


+ 


any government, without which no government 
,an offense charged upon the republican party in South Carolina | tion. The framers of the Constitution comprehend 
during the late State and presidential elections. of this protection and provided for 
Before entering specifically into a discussion of this topie I wish | tions. These conditions existed in 
to make one general observation relating thereto. The opposition | having been called upon by th 
arraigns us for intimidation of voters, not alone at the last election | with the requirements of the ¢ 
in South Carolina but during many preceding contests. Of course it | of the Government in the Stat 
is colored voters to whom the charge relates, they comprising a large | in the exercise of political rights 
ajority of the voting population of the State, and holding, there- | The only question, it seems t 
fore, the supremacy. This distinction being acknowledged—and it | attention is this: Did the ¢ 
canuot well stand denial—I would ask of the people at large one | President in sending the troop 


simple question. It is not addressed to the democracy of the country, | question in the aflirmat 

hecause the democracy is perfectly sensible of its wide deviation from | reasons why I am of that opinion 
truth in accusing republicans at the South of practices of intimidation | last summer which has become 
during election times. Democrats know full well the utter falsity | atrocity in shooting unarmed 

of its charge, but persist in reiterating the same merely for partisan | of horror and indignation 
etlect. looked upon in South Cai 
lask the people of the country at large this question, therefore, | dition of the State as | 
and them alone: The republican party having compassed the free- | of the time at whi 

(om and subsequent enfranchisement of the colored race, and thus | pecially those controll 
created in several southern States a elear voting majority, in what | the campaign. There 
political party, then, is it most likely that intimidation will be found, | tet vard by the re} | 

if found at all?) With what political party will this new element be | Barnwell Counties wher 
found coalescing voluntarily and impelled by naught save gratitude | people on the political to 


at the outset and gratitude and principle afterward? On the other | were large organized bodies 








} ! rticinated indin some cases took absolute possession of, 
ho by their violent horangues and threatening dem- 
vy indicated that they intended to overawe and in- 
e rep ca itizens in the exercise of their political 
Phese facts are notorious It was this state of things that 
ed the governor to call upon President Grant for that protec- 
lich every citizen of the Republic is justly entitled under the 
( " Phe call was promptly responded to and troops were 
t to preserve the peace between the contending political 
Lie ind this was all they ever did, 
I have scarcely patience to answer the charges that the presence of 
‘ psp ted any democratic voter, or any voter at all, from 


' | 
Phe charac 














ve is too absurd for serious consideration, much less 

on. Not the slightest evidence has been or can be adduced 
competent to prove such a ridiculons allegation. I cannot 

of any one really and sincerely believing such a thing. I 

und do understand polit ins Whose heated imaginations have 
frenzied by defeat asserting such things upon insuflicient proof 
der such delusions who in their calmer moments would with 
empt disregard all such allegations l am perfectly well aware 
the presence of troops with the well-known instructions given 
exereised rreat moral intlnence in South Carolina in prevent- 

o cle vrats in that State from executing fully and effectively 
efully prepared plans for intimidating republican voters. 

i la sure, vreatly exasperated them. 

Let me describe, Mr. Speaker, a meeting which I myself attended | 
y own congressional district, which illustrates my argument 

er than any general description cay do. I was appointed to speak 
Bennettsville,in Marlboro County. I had to ride fourteen miles 
the town of Cheraw, where LT had spoken the previous day. As 

de along a number of republicans joined us in the road and in- 
rmed us that they expected trouble, as the democrats had been 
isting for some days that they would break up the republican 
ting As we drove into town, followed by about fifty or sixty of ; 
epubli an friends on horseback, we met at the corner of a street 

1 t angles to the one we were ona long line of mounted and 
ed democrats, numbering several hundred, who had gathered from 
ent counties as well as from the one they were in, while 

d come even from the State of North Carolina, (as I was re- 
formed,) which bounded this county in one direction. There 
minent danger of a conflict, but fortunately, before any diffi- 
weurred, both parties saw a company of United States soldiers 

iort distance marchir in from the station, located fourteen 

ni saway,and which they had leftearly that morning. Thetimely 
preset of these soldiers undoubtedly averted bloodshed, and thus 


deterred the democrats from attacking the republicans. 


t the time, and so declare now, that the presence of the troops 
providential. Tam confident that members of both parties 
' ilive at this time, if it had been otherwise, would have been | 
d among the dead. 


After this excitement had subsided we held our meeting in quiet- 





nd peace while the democrats dispersed. 
Mr. Speaker, the republicans of the South ask for peace, and with 
peace their political rights. This isa part of my own political 
experience They are facts which I can vouch for from personal 
| ledge, 
But perhaps one of the best arguments to show the wisdom of the 
wvernor of the State in calling for troops, and of the President in 
heeding that call, is to be found in the conduct of the citizens of 
( rleston Counts It isa matter of common notoriety that Judge 
A. G. Magrath and General W. G. De Saussure, two of the most re- 
ble and intlnential democratic citizens of Charleston, waited 
General Ruger and reqnested that troops should be sent over to 
James Island for the protection of the white democrats in that part 
of the county, and that they also waited on Governor Chamberlain 
ind requested him to second their efforts, which was done. On this 


md, and others upon the sea-coast in Charleston County, the col- 
ored citizens, who are almost invariably republicans, outnumber the 
whit who are almost all democrats, about ten to one. These col- 
ored people had been goaded to desperation by the persecutions they 
had undergone and hod at last turned upon their oppressors and 
threatened retaliation, and in several cases, notably at Cainhoy, de- 
fended themselves when attacked, driving their assailants before them. 


As soon as the democrats saw that the republicans were determined 
when driven to extremity, conscious of having re- 
peatedly trampled upon their rights and feeling themselves worthy 
severe punishinent, they themselves applied for protection and 
would have been only too glad to have had the presence of United 
tes troops to shield them from the pending wrath and vengeance 
of those 10m they had so long and wantonly maltreated. 

I conld continue to multiply these facts indetinitely, both from my 
own experience and from the testimony taken by the committees of 


the Senate and Honse, but L have said enough, I trust, to warrant and 
! 


defense 





wl 


justify the action of the Executive in ordering soldiers into South 
( i 
In order that it might be seen that Ihave not drawn upon my im- 
ition for the foregoing statement, I invite attention to the fol- 
low yr bits of testimony taken before the House committee. Hav- 
i personal acquaintance with the witness, I am enabled to vouch 
i ithfulness 


I considered | 
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CouuMBIA, SoutTH CAROLINA, December 2% 
} Panis Stwpkrys (colored) sworn and examined. 


By Mr 


LAWRENCH 


Question. Where do you reside 

Answer. At Edgetield Court-House. I was born and raised in Abbey 
twenty-seven years old 

(). What offices, if any, have you held? 


\. Lhave represented that county twice in the General Assembly of t 





i the lower house 
|} Were you a candidate for re-election at the last election, on the 7th of 
ber 
A. With the consent of the committee I will read a statement that I y 
| to make, and afterwards, if they choose to ask any questions, they can do s 
| Q. Who prepared it? 
} A. I prepared it from what transpired under my own observation 
‘The witness read the statement, as follows 
Tam a resident of Edgetield County; have lived there all my life I} 
| resented that county twice in the Legislature of this State; was a can 





re-clection at the last general election which was held on the 7th day of Ny 
1 was at the polls on election day for the purpose of voting the republica 








but cid not have the pr lege of doing so. rhe polls at Edgetield Court 1 
where I was, Nos. land 2, were blocked, and otherwise crowded by arni 
crats, who were uniformed in red shirts, and from one to two pistols bu 
the ontside, and some with sixteen-shooters strapped to their sides, t 






of them being mounted ou horses, and using threats of a violent nat 
publicans who would present themselves for the purpose of voting 
ticket After x for several hours the violent and formid 
tion of the ce we and republican voters, and kno 
| did, that my life had been previonsly threatened by the democrats for p 
I came to the « ion thatif I voted the republican ticket L we 
I know the tact thatat least six or cight hundred republicans at | 
Court House, who were at the polls for the purpose of voting the republi 
were prevented from doing Tam quite sure if they had wanted to 
democratic ticket, they could have done so with perfect safety. IL know I< 
| voted the democratic ticket with perfect easeif I bad so desired it. Is 
number of re pul licans make several efforts to vote during the day at box 
as they would get nearthe polls, the democrats would immediately rush ar 
place of entrance and keep the republicans back. The democrats had all \ 
notwithstanding this, they stood there armed and equipped as so many s 
} placed there for the enting from voting ID 
ing the day the democrats, who were mounted, would gallop from box to bo 
times yelling and brandishing their pistols. 
At about three lock in the afternoon the democrats organized a dem 
meeting on the court-house steps, the place of entrance to the polling-pres 
1, at which several candidates on the democratic ticket mane speeches I 
keptup until the polls were during all this time republicans 1 
l efforts to vote, but were not allowed to go up the steps. [ would st 
ther, in order to show to what extent the republican leaders were intim 
the threats and violent demonstrations of the democrats, because of their p 
sentiments and party fealty, that it was utterly impossible to canvass the « 
in the interest of the Hayes ahd Wheelet Congressmen, or State « 
On the d the election I saw several republicans who had been violent 
saulted and beaten over the head with pistols. and severe wounds inflicted « 
beeause they had endeavored to vote the republican ticket. The vote of the « 
is largely in excess of that of any previous election. There were about 3,000 
| polled over and above what we were legally entitled to by the census wl 3 
recently taken. The majority of the census-takers of Edgetield County wi 
ocrats; that census gives the colored men a majority over the white men of 
Republicans were publicly threatened with being discharged from emp! 


Wilhessin 








nocrats toovera ler 


| sons mel 


| dered 
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specitic object of pre: republicans 





closed 
peat 


electors 
iy of 





and the probability of being killed, if they persisted in giving their support t 
candidates on the republican ticket. 
By Mr. LAWRENCI 
Q. Do you know of any republican meeting being disturbed in that count 
| A. Yes 
|} . State what you know of your own knowledge sbout that. 


A. Some time before the election, I don’t remember the date, there was 
advertised there as a ratification of the nomination made at Cincinnuat 
ublicans of Hayes and Wheeler. It was advertised that Governor Cham) 
wonld be there in person to speak at Edgetield Court House. There was quit 
| assemblage there of republicans and democrats, and when Governor Chamb 
} was escorted to the stand the stand was simultaneously mounted by Genera 
} and General M. C. Butler, and General Butler tirst addressed the meeting. I 
not remember what he said, but L know he addressed the meejing first; and | 
ollect he said that they proposed to be heard there, and that if they were n« 
lowed half the time by the republicans they would not be responsible for t 
quenees of what might follow. General Gary also made that statement 
chairman of the meeting proceeded to introduce Governor Chamberlain to t 
dience as the first He was interrupted by General Gary, who tol 
that they did not need any chairman on that occasion, and that before any 
ing was done some member of the republican party must first get mp and ass 
the democrats that they would have a show or be permitted to speak in rey 
course, the chairman of the meeting could not proceed any further. He ha 
spoken three or four words by way of intreducing the governor He stopped 
| conferred with Governor Chamberlain and others who were there as republicar 
speak, and the governor de« ided that it would be better, under the circumstan 
accede to the demands of these gentlemen. Of course, the chairman of the me+ 
had nothing more to say, but consented to what Governor Chamberlain | 
Governor Chamberlain then got up and spoke for the republicans, and said that it 
been agreed that the demands of the democrats would be conceded, or at least 
time would be granted them, and that they would be allowed half an hour ca 
He said he would speak first for half an hour, and General Butler, I think 
follow, McKay next, and Gary next. 
Q. McKay was a republican speaker ? 
A. He was at that time in the interest of Governor Chamberlain. 


Further comment is unnecessary. 
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FRAUD. 

We hear a great deal,Mr. Speaker, since the election last Novem!» 

| about fraud. Our political opponents have repeated that charge so 
frecnently and to such an extent that I would not be astonished 
they had really become convinced that there was some truth in th 

| allegation. But what are the real facts of the cave? [shall endeavol 

| to state them, and in doing so shall confine myself to my own Stat 

| South Carolina. The committee appointed by the House to invest 
gate the election returns there have been compelled, by the f 
themselves, to report unanimously that the republican president 

| electors have been elected on the face of the returns. But the! 
jority of that committee have endeavored to break tlre force of t! 

l admission by charging intimidation and fraud on the part of rep 
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—— 


s, thereby implying that if these alleged wrongs were not prac 
the democrats would have carried the State. LT want it let 
listinetly that upon a fair vote South Carolina is a republican 
She has always given a majority to repubiiean candidates of 


wm 


Stil 
000 when there have not been any internal party dissensions, 
s high as 10,000 when there have been such ruptures, and, con 
eequently, bival candidates of our own political party in the tield. 
[he census taken by the authority of the State in 1875 gives, in 
re dl numbers, 110.000 colored voters above the aye of twenty-one, 


about 75,000 white voters of corresponding age. 

” Now, | regret to say that the color line is the party line in my State, 

h but comparatively few exceptions. It has been repeatedly as 

serted by the democrats of the State that the census was inaccurate 

by wiving too large a population; the State census of 1275 being an 
ase of 1 early 220,000 over the United States censusof 1870. But, 

king the census ef 1875 as the basis of my argument, it will De 





tak 
observed that the opposition get the benefit of the increase. If I 
re to take the United States census of 1870, my argument aginst 


hem would be still more conclusive. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, the census of 1875 shows about 125,000 voters 
the State. The returns of the election in 1576 show 153,000 votes 





t ie been cast. LT venture the assertion that such a percentage 
of votes was never east before in any civilized country. Think of it: 
[33,000 votes cast out of 155,000 votes registered! The bare statement 


carries on its face the most conclusive evidence of fraud. The usual 

of proportion of votes cast to votes registered is live-sixths, and 

on extraordipary occasions six-sevenths, which would give in the 
ordinary case 154,166, and in the extraordinary case 155,501. 

lis, I may say, is the law gathered from election statisties + and 

instea' lof between 150,000 and 160,000 votes cast out of 185,000 


It 


tes registered, we have here 183,000 votes as having been cast ! 
ot at all surprising that our usual majority of 30,000 (in the ab- 
ce of dissensions, which was the case during the last election) ha 
heen overcome, Yes, sir; [repeat it with emphasis, but calmly and 
iberately. It has been extinguished by fraud and violence, but 


S 


ael 

e especially by fraud. In South Carolina it has been the custom 
to register the names of voters in separate columus according to color, 
The white voters are in one column and the colored voters in another, 


and here I may perhaps appropriately turn for a moment to answer 


the allegation of fraud made against us by our opponents, who have 
but a slight acquaintance with the peculiarities of the people of the 
State in not having a registration law. They refer to the State con- 
stitution as requiring such a law, then allege that we have not passed 
any such measure, This charge is untrue. We have practically a 
registration law in existence. Each voter is required to give his 

une as he votes and to swear that he is entitled to vote and has 


not voted elsewhere at that election; and the severest penalties are 
tached for those who attempt to exercise the franchise unlaw 
fully. If these precautions do not comply practically with all the 
ibstantial requirements of registration laws, then IT am greatly in 
No person of any experience has ever asserted that registra- 
n laws have always prevented frauds. If those who execute the 
sare determined to violate them, nothing can prevent the infrac 
The special reason why a registration law in the usual form 
used in the Northern States has not been passed in my State is be- 
cause the colored people, who form the bulk of the agricultural 
iborers, are accustomed to change their residence yearly and some- 
times ottener, and they would by that means become deprived of their 


votes, 


From this custom of registering the white and colored votersin sepa- 


tion 


rate columns at the time of the election, we are enabled to reach an 
almost perfeetly accurate conclusion as to which party is responsible 
for and benetited by the unprecedented frauds perpetrated at the 


ate election in South Carolina. I say an almost perfectly accurate 


conclusion, because in two out of the thirty-two counties composing 
the State this separate method of registration according to color was 
not observed, though in thirty it was. We are enabled, however, by 
the data furnished by the returns for the various candidates, to form 


a comparatively accurate conclusion with regard to the election in 
those two counties and therefore in the State. The total number of 
colored votes cast in the State at the late election, speaking in round 
numbers, was 97,000 out of 110,000 voters; this.as it will be observed, 
being a little over six-sevenths, the highest percentage known, and 
of which the republican candidates received 92,000 altogether, thus 
leaving 5,000 colored votes for the democrats, on the assumption that 
il the republican candidates got colored votes only, and none other, 
which, while not properly accurate, is substantially correct, as I have 
before said that the color line in my State was the party line. Now, 
the democrats received 91,000 votes—I should state in this comparison 
that 1 am taking the electoral vote—giving them the 5,000 colored 
votes that we did not get, and the entire 75,000 white votes. Assum- 
ing for the purposes of this argument that we did not get one of them, 
Which is not correct, they would still have but 80,000 votes, and yet 
they got 91,000 votes, a clear fraud at first sight of 11,000 votes, and 
when you allow them 64,785 white votes, six-sevenths of the entire 
white vote, the highest percentage allowable, together with the 5,000 
colored votes, it would then show a fraud of over 20,000 votes. 

I think the facts here adduced, and allof which are capable of the 
fullest proof, and the conclusions I have drawn from them, amount 
aimost to a mathematical demonstration that the election has been 
attended with the greatest frauds on the part of the democrats. But 
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t ice ¢ ese { ads hh 
permeated thee iireclect i s | 
county of Edget | Sa voting ils | 
nuurbers, of 7.000, and ve were ere O.000 votes cast at ale 
2,000 more than existe ‘ ole ¢ v. Thisisapla n 
ble frand upon its tace Phe mere statement of the fa t 
concltisive prootot its tra character. This county bord on 
Georgia, and | have been credil iMormed that large nuw { the 
inhabitants of that State came over to Edvetield and vote And 
I may also add that this is the most turbulent county State 
one in which the most systemati ence and intimidatio raat 
ticed. I have been told by persons Who were o tlie ero and had 
personal knowledge of what they said that at least 1.000 colored re 
publican voters were prevented fro oting 
And now, in the face of all these well-known facts, esta | by 
testimony taken by the con ittee which this House iad sent ) the 
State, as well as by other mudanut and cas accessible evid ‘ 
we hear the ery of * fraud” alleged against the republic 3 . h 
Carolina after the late election. Hlaving a perfectly lk nate ma 
jority, we had no reason tever to perpetrate fraud in 1 
ceivable form. This charge is ] uwaeht against the board of State 
CallVassers, or returning boards a y are called in the three Southern 
States—South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana—because they have 
exercised the judicial power vested in them by the cons rin cariel 
laws of the respective States Lor the « xpress purpose of ¢ interact 
ing such frauds, and preventing them from defeating the real will of 
the people of those States as expressed at the po Lam well are 
of the fact that it seems stranve to the people of the Northern States 
that boards of State canvassers should be invested with judicial pow 
ers in canvassing the votes of the State, as these boards have onl] 
ministerial powers in the States of the North. LT will presume, how 
ever, that no one can deny the lk rality of the exercise of i power 
where it has been pla lv conte rred by the constitution and t iwa, 
though the wisdom of investing such boards with this power may be 
questioned, Circumstances in the South fully justify the p v of 
sucha course. The southern democrats are soopposed tothe po yn 
and exercise by colored men of the elective iranchise, ¢ ecially 
as it is wielded in behalf of that party of liberty and progress which 
has given it to them and with which every feeling of gratit e and 
self-preservation induces them to co-operate, that the resortt ery 
sper ies Of violence and fraud to neutral and destroy ( of 
thei power, and we are thus compelled to resort to th ale 
fense and protection, namely, to invest these turning ur hi 
powel to prevent the etlect of these [Traut by ob ll Sak prim ( 
right to the result of the election 
Our attention has been diverted from the frauds at-t] ) id 
every etYort made to conti ind cone itrate out Ze WK thea ’ 
of the returning boards exe ¥ the perfect legal but extrao 
dinary power Which the «¢ bore wy tate of thing ] the mel 
by comparing that power hthe funetion f board State 
where such power does not ¢ t because the Wn tt 
quire them; to ery out “fraud” as aga st the action of n 
boards, but not to say a single word against the iring 
frauds at the polls, which 1 have so fully and conelusi ven 
I do not know, Mr. Speaker, if it is necessary for dL any 
thing further to what I have already said, for if the unquestionable 
facts, here stated, fail to carry « viction to the minds of those who 
may somewhat differ with me on this question, then, indeed, the 
would not be convirced though one rose from the dea 
I have endeavored to show that there is a deep, an abiding objec 
tion to ourexercise of the elective franchise, resulting from our former 
unfortunate condition of slavery L have also stated that I regarded 
this slavery, which existed here for more than two centuries, as the 
primal cause of the unhappy and disturbed condition of our country 
more or less, from its very foundation to the present d I have 
thus proceeded, from these general 1 marks, tuto a minut the Care 
ful investigation of the charges of intimidation and frand preferred 
against republicans at every election in our southern section : 
shown, I trust conclusively, that the charge of intimidat of d ) 
cratic voters by the presence of United States soldiers at ie 4 
simply absurd and that charge of frand is appl ed to «ke ocrats, 
is perfectly true, The prete nded great reverence for law o l part 
of the democrats, by charging fraud and intimidation aga le re 
yublicans, recalls to my ind these famous words 
O liberty! liberty! how many eri sare com! n thy name 
The sudden regard which these gentlemen manifest for the ered 
forms of law, while ignoring justice, merey, and truth, ‘ h to 
make one feel serious, very serious, When the future is thought of. 
He who spake as never man spoke has said 
Woe unto you, scribes a ’ es! f pa 1 
anise and cummin, and have romatte ot tl 
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to lou db not to leay 
We ask only that removal of prejudice which denice the if 
and privileges of citizens; that prot mm which ever ‘ t, 
worth the name, is bound to give to its bumblest subjec t 
fairness, justice, and safety exer of the hb t ke it 
a safeguard and bulwark of our political instituth ind tend 
thereof, an infernal machine in the hawe the ‘ | 
Phis being done,So ( ) will | ’ | I 
republican Stiate stan “y teadla i ery I it 
cherished institu 
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Counting the 


Electoral Vote. 


SPEECH OF HON. JOHN REILLY, 


OF PI 


Hot 


ANIA 


\NSYLY 


IN THE SE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


February 24, 1277, 


On the proceedings of the House on the electoral count 


Mr. JOUN REILLY Mr. Speaker, with the decision of the com- 

’ theeases of Florida and Lonisiana the presidential ques- 

ha yended: inthe other States the questions of the in- 

rs eeem to have but little to commend them for any 

‘ nee the resul Phe ly one which, under the Constitu 

s. Il would feel ivedto vote against is the case of Downs, 

f VW ) ho held an flice of trust and profit” both 

e of | election and when he sat as an elector and cast his 

But wl la is clear in this case it is hardly to be ex- 

‘ & ¢ ition of it will be regarded by those who so 

I dall law by theiraction in the counting of the votes 

I da I ina,and while under the law the vote of Downs 

! vn out Ido not hesitate to say that I think it a mis- 

the votes of the people of Wisconsin should be nullified, 

4 « vote of the State was infended to be cast for Hayesand 

\ | 3 clearly as the vote of Louisiana was cast for Tilden and 

H ks,and [hope that the next Congress will provide a proper 
t] 


vine ment to the Constitution forsubmission to the 


people to vote their wishes in a 


States that will 
manner that cannot be 





il provision which, in my opinion, was | 
} 


} the commission would not give Florida a hearing, while t] 


jority of 3,437 tor the Hayes electors. 





I make this declaration now under the most solemn sense of publ 
from an irresistible feeling of obligation tothe people of my State, who 
to expect that, however partisan their Representative may be in hi 


cp 
should at least on questions of public tact be an honest man 
net be understood in making this declaration as laying claim toany 


of honesty or conscience, but I only assert my knowledge of the 


3 po 
But 








As Mr. PURMAN is a republican and took an active part in t] 


paign in his State he ought to know; in relation to the fraud 
he 


I know further that Comptroller Cowgill, a member of the board, was p 
consulted upon the fact of this fraud having been committed, and that 
urance that if it were plausibly covered up before the case came before t 
adjudication, it should suffer no scrutiny or discount at his hands. 


states: 





From which it seems that this board followed the examp] 
Louisiana one and stopped at nothing bad to make the resu 
desired. 

These facts were known all over the country, yet the ma 
lican supreme court of the State ordered a recanvass of the 
the State, which elected the democratic governor, 

The Louisiana case was much worse. Here was a clear majori 
the Tilden electors of 7,639 changed by the returning board t 
Phis was done after a pr 
tion was made to count the vote of the State for Tilden for a 
amount of money, which, being rejected, they had to bargai 
where. 

A committee of the last Congress—composed in part of Gri 
Hoar, one of the high commission; WILLIAM A. WHEELER, t 
publican candidate for Vice-President declared elected throug 
returning board and the commission ; and WILLIAM P. FRYE, a 
leading member of that party—reported with reference to 
official conduct as follows: 


W 


ithout now referring to other instances, we are constrained to 

| the action of the returning board, on the who'e, was arbitrary, unju 

our opinion, illegal; and that this arbitrary, unjust, and illegal action 

nted the return by the board of a majority of conservative members of 
house 


ne to such a state of politics as we have at 
I a commission bill hoping that the men se- 

te \ las? red by the bill and by the act of | 

> \ i ure proper votes of the States that | 
| ibmitted to it. In the selection of the House part of the 

mT voted for no one whose name was not a fair one before 
t try and whose character was not in any way “smirched” by 
their actions in public life. The action of the opposition placed on 
the commission some who violently opposed its creation and who de- 
edit as unconstitutional. The action of these men in seeking 


i body they denounced in that way could only be fora par- 
and will be so understood by the country. The portion 
ected from the Supreme Court the country had 


would rise above partisanship, and atleast examine 


] 
‘ con HISSLON Sele 


ht to expect 





i rt questions at issue before they decided. In this they were dis- 

ted; they were just as tirm to party convictions as those who 

there to serve party ends. [ refer, of course, to those members 
of the commission who voted against admitting any evidence which 
! ht guide them to a correct conclusion in the cases submitted to 
{ ' The law gave to the commission every right one or either of 
l 1 Houses had to “ascertain” what were the correct votes; not to 
«he le merely what papers seemed to be regular, and on their face 
bore the marks of legality. When these papers accorded with their 
views politically they decided they could not hear evidence which 


ll be against their candidate, but when it was adverse they were 


y willing to hear testimony that might change the result in their 
It is very much to be regretted by all fair-minded men that the 
es of Florida and Louisiana did not have a fair hearing before 


commission; the people expected it, and there is good reason for 
rreat dissatisfaction that has been expressed against the decision 
f the majority of the commission. This isnot alone the feeling of 
{ people of the defeated party. It is the feeling among a large 
mber of the best men of the opposition, many of whom believe 
Mr. Tilden fairly elected, 


faking the ease of Florida, I quote from the speech of Hon. W. J. 


















PurMan, Representative from that State, made on the floor of this 
Jiouse on the 13th of February, in which he says: 
l patiently for the special committee on Florida to submit the report of 
va tothis House, and again I looked forward with that reasonable 
t that the electoral comr ion would decide to admit evidence suflicient 
itisfy the country as to which electors were really elected by the peo 
] », but [tind now the appropriate opportunity to state from my own 
} the true condition of the presidential vote in my State, concerning 
ch is it ed in misunderstanding and controversy 
| republican party in our State, with all its dissensions healed and with the 
whinery of the State government in its hands, went into the last cam 
} determined te win 1f our own resources and efforts, coupled with the most 
! 1 on the rt of our voters, could achieve such an end 
| wech and fr moti were enjoyed to the fullest extent by the speak 
‘ managers of h sides, and at no time during the campaign or from any 
1 n of the State came up any ery of intimidation, with one or two minor ex 
ee ma. It was, without exception, the most peaceful election ever held in the 
S 1 not one case of violence or disturbance on election day has come to my 
’ 
} 
It | the 7 liar le f the republicans to win under all these ad 
Imstances t it isa faet, sir, which L cannot stand upon this floor 
lw \ an ll in my State knows, that Florida 
he rey in | th ctio Lihat the democratic gov 
l Pildenel rs truly elected. [Applause on the floor and in the 








There was not so much at stako then for the party, but now 
the Presidency and the offices for four years are in danger, Mr. ( 
missioner Hoar skillfully changes front and decides that they « 
go behind this return, thus indorsing and deliberately taking « 5 
party the action of the board. That this board was notoriously « 
rupt has been shown by the evidence taken and reported to t 
House. In relation to Wells, who seems to have been the lead 
head of its evil doings, General Sheridan has said in his official « 
munications to his superiors: 


Wells's conduct as governor has been notoriously corrupt. He had illegal 
pointed a board of levee commissioners, who were authorized to hold over 
act of the Legislature, and a contlict of authority ensued, aud in the mean t 
Mississippi overflowed and great damage was done to propert het 
appropriation of 24,000,000 made by the Legislature for repairs of the 1 
Wells wanted to finger some of this money. 





Again, in a letter to the Secretary of War: 


I say now, unequivocally, that Governor Wells is a political trickster ar 
honest man. I have seen him myself, when I first came to this command,t 
all of the Union men who had supported the Government, and put in th 
rebel soldiers, some of whom had not yet dropped their gray uniform. Tha 
him again during the July riot of 1266, skulk away where I could not find | 
give him a guard, instead of coming out as a manly representative of the Stat 
joining those who were preserving the peace. I have watched him since, a 
conduct has been sinuo .s as the mark left in the dust by the movement of as 
I say again that he is dishonest, and dishonesty is more than must be exp 
me 


Again, in a communication to General Grant: 


He has embarrassed me very much since I came into command by his s 
fuge and political chicanery. This necessary act will be approved by ever 
and shade of political opinion here. HE HAS NOT ONE FRIEND WHO Is AN i 
MAN 


The select committee report on two of his colleagues as follo. 


His colleague, Anderson, has no character for integrity; has defrauded the S 
while representing it in the senate. Having obtained control and ownership 
navigation company, to which a large sum had been donated by his vote anid i 


| ence as a legislator to encourage an enterprise ostensibly in the publie inter 


expended a nominal sum upon the work and appropriated the remainder to his 
use 
Kenner, (colored,) another member of the returning board, was indicted for 


ceny, secured a dismissal of the prosecution after admission of his guilt, and 


promptly made a member of the returning board. 


The people expected from the commission a fair and honest review 
of the matters at issue; they expected a decision on the merits of thi 
They have been sorely disappointed, and that which but 
short time since was hailed as a tribunal which would give a fair a! 
peaceful settlement of the difficulties, is now denounced all ove 
land as a fraud, as an indorser of falsehood, forgery, and all that 
vile in politics. For the men on the commission who are the cause of 
this it natters but little; but when a portion of them who come f1 
the highest court in the land (and which until this came has | 
nothing to shake the contidence of the people in it) thus drags: 
the judicial ermine in the mire, it strikes a place where every « 
zen must regret that with such a result they were ever placed uj 
it. 


case. 
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led to the people is that it isan experiment that they can hold 

an exaniple, to never be tried again. 
hough the couclusions reached are not in aceordance w ith the 
or justice, I think it best that they be accepted, as it was clearly 
tention of the law under which we are acting that the decisions 
he commission were to be tinal “unless both Houses shall deter 
e otherwise.” I can see no safety in any other course of action; 
thi wisest heads of the party see nothing beyond but anarchy and 
confusion ; and, while civil war would be doubtful, yet no man could 
suv that it might not at any time be brought about. The Army has 
becn brought here after aiding the returning boards in the South to 
a plish their mission. The heads that directed that move would 
1 « likely to hesitate at bloodshed here to accomplish their ends. 
Once begun no man can foresee the end. Therefore I for one shall 
weept the result, as L believe the people will, and leave it to them 


e only result of the action of the commission that can be 


when the proper time comes, to remedy the wrong and punish the 
wroug-doers. Ido not wish to reflect on any of my friends who take 
a dillerent course, they believe that fraud should not be legalized, 

take the high ground that wrong should be defeated at all hazards; 


they cannot point out a safe port to be reached in so doing. 


CONDITION OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


VIEWS OF THE MINORITY. 


ke 
kens 
Richland 


Williamsburgh 


following is printed by order of the House heretofore made, 
dis to constitute a part of House Report No. 175, Part 2, second 
session Forty-fourth Congress. 


Mr. LAWRENCE submitted the following: aaa to | Ave 
i indersigned members of the committee of the House of Representative 
| with the duty of investigating the recent election in South Carolina, sub 
following as their 
REPORT : 


committee was appointed under a resolution of the House of Representa 
the Sth of December last, which directed them— 
lv proceed to South Carolina to investigate recent elections therein and the ac 
f the returning or canvassing boards in the said State in reference 
port all the facts essential to an honest return of the votes received by the 
ws of the said State for President and Vice-President of the United States 
»a fair understanding thereof by the people.’ 
ge amount of evidence was taken at Columbia and Charleston, which fully . ’ 
uses the actual result of the election held in South Carolina on the ith of No Timothy Hurley 
rv last for electors of President and Vice-President of the United States, and 
i presents many factsessential to a fair understanding of the m:nner in which 
ction was held, the mode of conducting the political canvass and discussions 
ing it, the influences exerted to operate Upon voters the general condition 
State and its government, and the necessity for legislation to secure ft 
scussion and to give protection to the civil and political rights of 


IT citizen 


thereto 


edom 


tEPUBLICAN ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE 


PRESIDENT DULY APPOINTED 


10t claimed by any member of the committee that any one of the democrati 
ates for electors of President and Vice-President was duly appointed or ever 
ul any shadow of claim to the oflice. On the contrary, it is admitted by the ma 
of the committee in their report that they “ believe that they have obtained 
substantial accuracy the number of votes cast, so far as it can be obtained 

i the present managers’ returns,” as follows :! 


Wilson Cook 


William F. Myer 


lo this the report adds, ‘‘ but no opinion-is advanced upon the 
f these returns.” We will now add, the evidence fully sustains them 
ustance can be produced where there is any proof to show any error or wrong 
zainstany democratic candidate in the result as stated. Thisresult is produced 
taking the footings found on table 2, page 36 of the appendix to evidence, and 
dding votes proved to have been given for cach republican elector 4.0.2 vot 


for each democratic candidate 4,643. These additions are made up of tl 
Ving votes 


William Wallace 
County. Precinct. 


John B. Erwin 


Calhoun’s Mills. sceliias 37 Robert Aldrich 
Windsor 

Silverton - , 
Barnwell Court House 
Beech Branch 

Gray's Hill 

Black Creek 
Preacher's Mills. 

Iron School-house pavecKs ‘ different name equally 
Ashepoo s0scee 97 The 

Coleman's ; 

Cheatham’s .... 

Ridgeway. 


In several instances 
ized by law: but tl 


evidence warra 
in addition to that ab 


“Tat 
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| — 
nest ed to appoint all managers of ele school-house a little over a quarter of a mile from the depot, at Which ] 
vot re cast tor the republican candidates 
that this poll | Phe election 1% regularly conducted, from about noon until six p 
‘ t ‘ \ I igers of election, and the proper return made and signed in due f 
I ele ‘ »f is pl rO-i14.) A return was also made in due form by the deputy United § 
" stermal, though it « li- | Visor to the dist-ict supervisor (Ev., 95-16%.) A poll-list was 1 
Ev., Appendix, page iss) Itis abundantly proved that the vote wasa 
v il No wa lw hd »w | honestly cast 
t i diln \ Yo is it may be added that the referee appointed byt he supreme ec: 
\ l \ i d 0 ia, in the proceedings to contest the election of the State officers 
i t f ) nil equa t eh examication of all the facts on sworn testimony, included in | 
| bya ‘ Ihc cors were all at least defacto | the court the vote of the Robbins precinct as entirely legal and correct. (s 
bea t re flect the vote or de proceedings, Appendix to part 1 of evidence.) 
‘ j 4 y autho 4 On Friday, November 19, the two managers started to Barnwell, the ¢ 
l count umissiovers had authority w establish | a distance of cighteen miles. w th the proper returns, to deliver the t 
atut v2 canva when they were stopped by ap armed body of about fifteen 
; who threatened to shoot them if th y atrempted to proceed (I 76) 7 
HI : to return, but tinally took another road and reached the county canva 
’ ould be for the republican electors 1,317 | nine p.m 
| ve ‘ ty 3 . Fhe county canvassers met to canvass the vote of thecounty on Friday 
( j Church and others adjacent were November 10, when it was proposed by one of the republican commis 
{ a tere it no | Journ ever a day, inorder that the return from Robbins might be bro 
' sa Car i Chure were a number of armed democrats about the building, and another m 
sl vere, kept away mt rans | board, through fear of violeuce, voted with thedemocratic commissioner t 
‘ : with the canvass (I ie-102. 123) They did so, sitting up all night 
precit nd fr Millett’s. ar , | pleted the canvass about 7 a. m. on Saturday, November It, although t 
le » juence of the violence itted them to keep the canvass open until the Tuesday following 
While the canvass was going on, about 9p. m., November 10. the two 
‘ ein t count e republicans | from Robbins produced the proper returns, with box and bailots, but tl 
ite wonld vo from sev sioners, fearful of violence, od not dare to and did not receive then | 
purpose of nuatua on and | After the can s Was complete, one of the county canvassers received t 
ata Ihe recu id delivered them to tl ecretary of state They were not counts 
: , ; in I and | boardof canvassers because not int luded in the county canvassers’ retur 
e after no Ln tow h time there | No objection can be taken to the place of holding this election. 
~ nil | oa wore | In Chadwick rx. Melvin, 63 Pa. Sc.ate R., 464, the court said 
fort two h land } 1 will not say that in case of the d ruction of a designated b 
% I I len | 1, pa 4,0 eve of the ciion the election might not be held on the same or contig 
l in the wv near by. fired about | 25a matterof necessity—necessttus non habetlegem.” (MeCr Law of | 
ht el ‘ vas beme | 1,1 bullets | S¢ 116.) ; ; 
} rls and partition dnearthe heads of the | The republican electors were duly appointed by all the formsof law. 1 
{ poll-box in the confusion was lost two counties of the State are divided by law into four hundred and nink ‘ 
‘ — a ‘ ocratic rvisoref | ing-precinets, The election law requires the governor to appoint, in ea 
i 1 } ' once 1 d. and ia | three comm sioners of election who constitute a “county board of canva 
box. } ed up for the occasion, ata | and it is mi their duty to appoint three managers of election for eac 
| precinct,” and these appoint a clerk 
| The chairman of the board of precinct managers is required to ‘ deliv« 
t i i oting-precinets 12 | [county| commissioner of election the poll-list, the boxes containing the 
M 4, nso, th g-pres tS | and a written statement of the result of the election in his precinct It 
W t i lows, namely Inthe county | the duty of the cha rman of she board of county canvassers to forward, ad 
‘ t precincts, as follows: Abbeville Court | to the secretary of state, a statement of the result of the election, mack 
Ml Cokesbury, Greenwood, Ximety-six, Donalds- | county canvassers from the precinct managers’ returns, together with the p 
( ( Is’ Cross-Roads, Smithville, Lowndesville, M } m s' returns, poll-lists, and protests.§ 
l ( 1 Ced | teturps were forwarded from every county, bat in some cases they were 1 
! eral cl Creneral Stat ved by all or a majority of the county canvassers, and the precinet mar 
ty establis two voting-pla irns from about twenty-five precincts in all were not torwarded to the se 
i i ‘ ro Land Ne six usual throu state, and in some cases the precinct managers’ returns were defectivi 
| 1 e polls are estal lished at the same place or not duly signed. But these irregularities could not in any event affect 
f law was there for establishing two voting-places | pointment of the republican electors of President and Vice-President for s 
| | reasons, which it may be proper briefly to notice 
\ ther hall b venteen voting-precincts in the | I. Therepublican electors were legally dectared duly appointed and received tl 
i} $ ing t et Jul evidence thereof 
on obviously considered that enteen Voting It is by law made the duty of certain State officers, who constitute 
they | ower to establish so many by ay State canvassers, “ upon the certified copies of the statements made by t! 
‘ uit seventeenth not being designated of county canvassers, to proceed to make a statement of the whole number of 
I eit } given ” for each elector of President and Vice-President, “distinguishing t! 
! 1 | of law, universally recognized, that | eral counties in which they were given,” and “on the proper statement a cert 
c | ' te or other ument, all the incidents | of their determination,” and “determine and declare what persons have lx 
" t ttob en | the greatest number of votes duly elected.”& This duty was performed, a 
oft } w hic th pu cl an interest, are al- | executive auchority of the State duly certified the prope r lists of the re; 
1 t eneral election law, (General Statutes, | electors, and that they were duly appointed as required by law.” 
1 et ‘ yin mers of each county appoint three Phe republican electors, thus armed with the evidence of their due and | 
pre d (section LI, ad.) pre ev One DO Luntil pointment, by the declaration of the State bourd of canvassers and the cer 
N tl a nated ” ald the voling-places of the governor and secretary of state under the great seal of the State, ha 
’ ‘ than the requisite legal evidence of authority. 
i ‘ ned generally to take away this power from | ll. The republican electors had in fact a majority of the popular vote. 
6 ot nating the voting-precinets, but as to this seven- | Phis result is shown (1) by the determination of the State board of canvass 
Vbbe ( nity, at tanledt » this by omitting to mame | (2) by all the origimal county canvassers’ returns; (3) by those county canva 
t ‘ precinet the general statute is of force and the | returns which were regular in form; (4) by all the precinct managers’ ret 
shave power to designate it | warded to the secretary of state; (5) by all of those which were regular in f 
ny in relation to tl ce | ence, part 1, pp. 2, 4, 11, 64, 74, 5, BF | ind the votes as shown by allthe precinct n.anagers’ returns forwarded t 
i 1 Los, it 17, Vt 169, 174, 175, 197, ie | ‘ of state, and by the vote as supplied by other evidence for the pre« 
ry t. App x to I ce, | 1 ». Inst—-190 } as to which no managers’ returns were so forwarded 
! to “ Return of the « 1 to have been held at | And this is so in all these forms, without including the vote of Robbir 3 prec 
‘ t. Ba rell Count November 7, 1576. David Mixson This is by no means impertant, except as it shows the gratifying fact t! 
oof f election net, both republicans, | legal result is such as is fully warranted by the choice of the voters of the St 
fort ba nel neve when the votersas- | JIT. Itis notcompetent, ia the “count” of the electoral votes required by thé 
k a. m., ne man swe I Marion Wall, demo- | tution. to’ qo back of the returns,” ax declared by the State canvassers, and the 
( ft ibsence of thet he ballot-box, no elec or's certijiccte based onthem, toinquire into the authority of the electors 
t David Mixsor in charge of the hallot- | This subject has been so fully considered in the recent debates in Congress t 
I ( i i of which the follow it seems unnecessary to go into a full discussion of it now 
} ise for not dischargil luty | A portion of the committee in their report have in substance declared that 
| mach as the recent election in South Carolina was held without a law fo 
— istration of voters, the right of presidential electors appointed at such el 
not to the voting-precinct of Canaan's Fair, as we heard that | vote for President may be questioned, if not denied 4 
s there and we intend to carry that box or kill you and | A proposition so novel, so startling, so revolutionary and dangerous, s 
so I, as friend, warn you to stay away from there Fake heed to quire some notice here 
| 
JUDAS §See evidence taken by this committee, part 1, page 152, for the statute. 
| 6 Revised Statutes of South Carolina of 1473, pages 32-36, 
d supervisor, certi that the above is a correct return of the | 7 Idem, 35-36; Revised Statutes of the United States, page 21, section 13t 
Canaan Fair precinct, of Barnwell County, on the 7th day of No |} §®& The report says 
| Under such circumstances, it is worthy of grave consideration whether 
GEO. H. BATES, Supervisor. cials who are to participate in the elec:ion of a Chief Magistrate or in n in 
i SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS, District OF SOUTH CAROLINA for the whole country should be re cognized, they only claiming an election 
Columbia, December 19, 1876 the constitutional mandate to provide a registration of voters has been en 
, disregarded. 
that the fo oing isatrue copy of the election return of Canaan's - 
t. B li ¢ y : that George H- Bates, whose signature is * ° e e * © ” 
W the «ke cratic supervisor, duly appointed, for said precinct “In order that such appointment should be legal it must be in compliance 
can supervisor appointed for said precinct has made no return of | the Constitution, not in conflict with it. * * * 1t would seem clear this 
not appointment by the State when it isin conflict withitsorganiclaw. * ” 





SAMUEL T. POINIER, “Under these circumstances, it is for the ITouse of Repre 
hief S rvisor of Elections, District of South Carolina i what effect is to be given to an election so held.” 
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E FRAUDULENT VOTIN WAS BY DEMOCRATS, FOR DEMOCRATI 
The dence y the committee very conclusively shows fra 
votin Was prs ced extensively by democrats, and in the intere ale 
ind that the instances of fraudulent voting by republicans we 
muld not affect the election of any candidate for the « l 
t; so rare as to be utterly insignificant when compared with { 





fully devised, systematic, wide spre ad fraudulent voting by democrats 


3. The Legislature has complied with the constitutional provision re quiring 
tion 


The election law provides as to each voting precinct that— 

Each clerk of the poll shall keep a poll-list, which shall 

headed ‘names of vote ‘and the name of each elector voting shall be entey 
the clerk in sech column ' 

These are public records, which in each county belong to the files of the « 
commissioners of election Phis isa substantial compliance with the const 
provision requiring a ** registration of all electors 

Besides this, the revised statutes of 1573 require acomplete census to he ¢ 
April 15. 1875, and every tenth year thereafter and the cen 
county is to be deposited with the county auditor. The law, or 


contain one « 


on or before 


rather th 


instructions under it, require the census return to show the names of 
persons over twenty-one years of age, and these are voters. This 

plete registration of all voters andis a substantial compliance with th: 
tional provision requiring registration his law has been faithfully ex 


illegal voters 
POWER TO PROTECT VOT! 

At the recent election in South Carolina, Representatives in Congress wer 
and were elected by popular vote in pursuance of law. The Constitutio 
United States authorizes Congress to make all appropriate regulations as t 
eivction.“© In parsuance of this power, Congress has provided two claxsex of 
officers, whose services may be required when necessary, in connection w 
proper election officers under State authority, to prese ve the purity of the: 
and afford protection to voters. ‘These ofiicers are supervisors of election and 
u'y United States marshals 7 

It is made the duty of supervisors to challenge illegal voters, to inspect t 
vass of votes, and otherwise secure an honest election. 

Lhe deputy marshals are required to Keep the peace, support and protect t 
pervisors, preserve order at the polls, and arrest, for trial, persoos who ma 
voters in the exercise of their rights, or officers in the performance of their 
The marshals are expressly authorized by act of Congress to summon to thi 
when necessary, the posse comitatus of the proper district." These are wise | 
visions, made to protect citizens in the cnjoyment of the elective franchise, w 
asion may require It is to the everlasting credit of President Grant 
they have been faithfully executed, so far as it was possible.*® It has been g 


and furnished the means of detecting 


CIVIL OFFICERS OF UNITED STATES HAVE vi 


OO 


16 Const., art. 1 4: also art. 15 of amendments. 

17 Revised Statutes United States, sections 2012, 2021. 

18 Revised Statutes United States, sections 5521-2. For instructions to dep 
see House Mis. Doc., part 1, second session Forty-fourth Congress, p. 195-6 

” Revised Statutes, section 2024 

® The following is the cireular-letter of instructions issued under d 
tember 14, 1-76, by Hon. Alfonso Taft, Attorney-General, to the 
marshals of districts where they were necessary : 

Sir: The lawsof the United States having made it my duty to exercise 
direction over marshals in the manner of discharging their offices, L have prepare 
for their use this circular-letter ot instructions as tothe coming election 
ing the same also as a reply once for all to numerous applications, in like « 
tion, from private citizens in various States 

In the present condition of legislation, the United States occupy a pos 
toward voters and voting which varies according as the election is for Stat 
other local otticers only, or for members of Congress and presidential elect 

In elections at which members of the House of Representatives are « 
which by law include also elections at which the electors for President an 
President are appointed, the United States secure voters agaist what: 
general hinders or prevents them from a free exercise of the elective franchis 
extending that care alike to the registration-lists, the act of voting, and the 7 
freeaom and security of the voter at all times as well against violence on ace 
any vo e that he may intend to give, as against conspiracy because of any that ! 
alrerdy hare given. 

The peace of the United States therefore, which you are to preserve, : 
violation you are to suppress, precedes as well as follows such elections, and | 
tects (among others) the rights specitied in the last paragraph, so that any per 
who by force violates those rights breaks that peace and renders it your dut 
arrest him, and to suppress any riots incident, or that threaten the integrity of t 
registration or election, to the end that the will of the people in such election 
be ascertained and take effect, and that offenders may be brought before the « 
for punishment 

Notorious events in several States, which recently and in an unnsnal ma 
been publicly reprobated, render it a grave duty of all marshals, who 
cause toapprebend a v iolation of the peace of the United States connected as a 
with the elections to be held upon the Tuesday after the first Monday in Nov 
next, to be prepared to preserve and to restore such peace, 

As the chief exective oflicer of the United States in your district. you w 
held responsible for all breaches of the \ ace of the United States which 
on your part might have prevented, and for the arrest and securing of all pers 
who violate that peace in any of the points above enumerated. 

Diligence in these matters requires. of course, that you be, and continue 
ent, in person or by deputy, at all places of registration or election at wh 
have rea-on to suspect that the peace is threatened ; and that whenever an 
iment of the posse comitatus is required to enforce the law, such embodiux 
effected 

You will observe that the “special” deputies mentioned in section 2021 of 
Revised Statutes have peevliar duties assigned to them, duties which ot herw 
not belong to deputy marshals. Such ‘“special"’ deputies can be appointed o1 
f twenty thousand inhabitants or upward 

But the duties assigned to marshals and their deputies by section 
like statutes belong to all duly appointed depaties, whether they be genera 

special’ within the meaning of that and the preceding section. Deputies t 
charge this latter class of duties may be appointed to any number whateve: 
cording to the discretion of the marshal. in all States in which sheriffs hav 
ilar power. Section 2030 has no practical bearing upon this point in States w 
no limit is imposed upon the appoiotment of deputies by sheriffs, because in 
Staies the laws of the United States, ** priorto the 10:h of June, 1572,” left 
shals also unlimited as to the number of their deputies 

In discharging the duties above men ‘oned, you will doubtless receive 
countenance and support of all the good citizens of the United States ia y 
spective districts i is not necess«ry to say that it is upon such countenan 
support that the United States mainly rely in their endeavor toenforce the ri 
vote which they have given or have secured. The present instructions are inte! 
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only to counteract that partial malice, wrongheadedness, or inconsideration 
sometimes triumphs at critical moments over the conservative and, in genera 
vailing forces of society, and to which the present and passing condition of 
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nportant judgments given by the Suprem« 
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See Revised Statutes, 2004-2021, 2022, 2 
XVI, page 353, and Title LX. X, page 1073 
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| ( ~ l ry f r deserting their friends vl 
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| | Lancaster Ledger of August 30 gives areport of a democratic 
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t oO 1] ( denee, part p ) t tqu comn 
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tand avowed purpose of forcing men to vote contrary to their ec 
: } 
t It is very certain that the written and formal statements of the plans of 
( eS er 22 | om ‘ ‘ vi i rot the et practice of the democrat 
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oceeded to a large ‘standing about thirty rods from the 
V hile 
ite men suddenly stepp: d away from Coker about s 
dia volley into his body. Le instantly fell, whereupon ss 
ltoward his body and fired upon it a second time M 
+as a fact that he saw N. A. Patterson, a democratic tria 
ty, Walking in company with Coker at Ellenton Station 
stated. Coker, it now appears, had been enticed from hi 
16 false prete summons to answer a criminal ¢ 
] of colored people in connection with the Ellenton 


t stood, Coker still a it unconcerned t 
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and was kept up for several days In truth, my infort 
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ched to me personally for the truth of these, among 

sof murders of colored men in Barnwell County. growing ou 


e 2th of September several colored men wert 
whom were two refugees from the vicinity of Ell 
de into the tield and tired upon these refugees, k r 

The dead body was carried and thrown a swamp, W 
25th by Trial Justice Black, of Blackville, and Captain Ken 

irrison at Blackville 
the night of the 24th a party of white men visited the ho 
wut seven miles from Blackville, and took out a colored man 
om near Ellenton Phis refugee has not been seen or hear 
sunday, September 24, two colored men, escaping from the 

sed a church near Allendale while the white people were 
mursued by white men f.om the church, and overtaken at t 
in at early evening. One was shot and died of his woun 
vht, andthe other, though wounded, escaped 
ese are but a few of the outrages which Ltully believe 
te democrats, members of democratic rifle-clubs, u 
nwellCountyalone, More tran forty colored and whit 
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ny knowledge, which refutes your claim that the method 
ved by the democratic party are peaceful, orderly, and 
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Question, What is your position in the Army 
uswer. Lam a lieutenant in the Eighteenth Infantry 
(). lave you any knowledge of any violence being intlicted 1 
A. L have. , 
(). State what it is 
\. The command to which I belonged was ordered from Greenville to I 
6 last of August of the present yeat We started from Greenvil 
ember. Prior to that quite a number of colored men had come in to Greet 
isked protection from the troops, and we gave them protection, and 
nses out of our private pockets 
Did you give them protection in consequence of wh 
Yes, sir We started out on the 2d of Septeiaber 
s. Wemarched all nicht About sev or eight o 
nmand arrived within ten miles of I ns, and a wl 
d to know if there was a surgeon in the command 
{ the command was halted. I saw a negro who was shot 
nd myself; he was lyingin bed; I saw him but did not 
| within twelve hours after I was there. 
Was it a matter of common notoriety that he diced next day 
It was, 
low many hours was it before his reported death that you saw 
yout twelve, as near as I can remember 
tate whether you were requested to write down his dying state 


State what he said as to the cause of his death 

Anborr. Lobject. A dying statement is not evidence, except 
a man for murder 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I propose to show by this witness that this colores 
Inadying concition, said that he had been shot by a democrat witho 
‘ on, When he was eudeavoring to escape from an assault mad 
democrat, and because he was a republican; that he was assaulted in t 
a democrat who met him and fired upon; thut he attempted to tlee, and 
ing was shot by this democrat 

Lhe committee sustained the objection 

the following is from the testimony of Hon. David T. Corbin, who 1 
and examined: 


f 


CotvuMBiA, 8. C., De 
By Mr. LAWRENCI 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
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t proy d trial and fir wit CASE t = * ona mer 
i yand post pe d ppeared in Llamb 1 Bb 
Co *% Ator about the same time ther lage 
lred white men, thoroughly armed with cur ish 
enit ly gathered about General M.C ted t 
on and control General Butler tirst u a att 
Butler, to ] ecute the inquiry before Trial Ja ers against tl 
er ’ company * it the officers of the militia company, hear 
:vainst their lives, made by the white armed men surround (Gy 
] re ito appear before Trial Justice Ti sfort purp offurt 
Att stage of they od 3,1] fare eau before the 
ab n ( ] ler ser ind »t ant DI 
t irre er to s comy \ This «ke nd was fus 
tain Ada ler haa t law ast v of richt to 
‘ t,and not hadow of right to receive the if t ul b 
La ly General Butler notitied Captain Adams he wa 
‘ en minutes Captain Adams repl Then he (Ba 
e to take them by foree Phereupon General M.C. Ba ‘ 1el 
3 ow increased to several hundred, eo as to command th k bu 
i drill-room and an armory by Captain Adams’s compan Captain A 
t nty-fi membersof his company had retired to this building. Afte 
Butler had stationed Lis men he again sent word to Captain Adams that 
was up, and inquired if 1 was x to give th ns up; to w 
Adams replied that he could not vethem up; that he did not desire any 
that he and his men had gone out of the streets and into their hall for sa 
there they conld remain Afterthis answer had en returned toG 
and suflicient time tor its reception by him had transpired, his men ) 
tioned behind the abutment of the South Carolina Railroad bridge near b 
fire on the building occupied by Captain Adams and his company Phe 
i and broke out nearly all the glass in the four 
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did not return the fire About thi 
to close in about the brick armor n 
fire on them.*8 J tiring on the ul 
f ort time, and till about 
7 his men from the brick building, with tl 
to d eseap > H cceded in getting men out of the | 
| of them out of town, but p f them seatteredt off and | ' 
1 places in and mt their houses. The escape from the brick bai 
tain Adams's men was soon ¢ wered by General Butler, and t 
ch was made for ther colt en generally.©66 Som 
} ! t] were fonnd but most that were « tured were broug! 
u rasti ginarc.© About two o'clock im tl morning some t 
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lopted by the democrats.© ‘I elat vhich General M.C. Butler, 0 
‘ hed political leaders of the democratic part stained to th 
th evid nd a reference to that is all that is de 
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t and attempt to steal we 
though it occurred i 
Snspic I 
another man named Fred: 
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ere he had beer red Dy 


7 and, although s rmed, they arr 
Alonzo Harley's he On the way, and 

arley, Who commenced to curse and beat Williar 
unprotected by his captors, started to run 
wounded, from which wound 1 311 

: cart to Harley's house, to ascert 

iwhohad assaulted her. She, o1 

hooting « eter Williams o 
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sta, Geor 
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nformation and be jef by one Taville, befo 
said Peter Williams and Pope for the 


le clubs’ assembled in considerable force 
ar said Alonzo H y's house, and were | 
following day. rd evening of Sat 
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hsof a mile distant, where a republican co 
the week, assembled, and for the purpose 
f this club, ring of the purpose of tl 
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ssstore When the rifle clubs arrived. Those that stili 
notitied tor no more by Captain Angus Bre 
lubin the advance. There was much cursin 
made on tl art of ( of the * ith 
in case they 1 | meet ag ml if was pre 
ibers present that they would not meet again. Som 
ers of the rifle clubto then and there attack the fer 
iinally said by the whites, * There were not 1 
ree companies passed down the road by the 
land went into camp at Matlock Church 
following (Sunday) morning i ] 
‘a marched to Rouse’s Bridge, a point sor 
rch. Here they found a considerable numl 
me toattend church, and others for mutual 
ed purpose of the * rifle clubs” to attack them 
high ground, about half a mile from the bri 


el people at the bridge, under the pret 


While the parley was being held several members « 
lored men who happened neat mortally wounding 
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l severely wounding several ¢ 


thers 
colored men thus shot were all republicar 
© repeated assurance of the colored 
hat they were seeking only safet 
toward evening, fell back and marehed tow 
miles distant.“* Here a detachment of son 
he command of Captain Robert Dunbar 
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dd 
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t. During Monday night, September 18, Colonel A, P. 1 
ion of his command, about five hundred men, suddenly t 
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dle rat, called as a w ss by t 
ws 
inderstood that the troops were 1 


troops weré here to protect them 


H Int 

vith « 
tr 

I n 
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cast 

and st 


coming in from every quarter. Carmichael sborough, Re  - 
Hardeevill Bethea, Ki Moody, Man LeGettee, mw 
Neck, Woodl Jeffries, Cain’s, MeMillan’s, and Pedee Townships w 


resent 





es, sir; we all had the understanding of that 


hey were not rid of the troops? 
(Evidence, part 1, page 405.) 
gext 1 an account of a democratic meeting « 





Lin the Charleston News and Cou 











September 7 l N | 
that tl I se that the colored p ople were in any way 
m attending democratic Ineetings 

Manion Count-Housre, Saturday, Sept: 
neral Hampton's trium] arch for the last week has been tl 
of « ntry denominat hn C. Calhonn as the garden-s 
na The Pedee region is indeed one of the finest farming dis 
1 portion of the State After the great meeting at Bennettsvill 
aif set out on an overland march to Marion, aud on Friday their « 


triumph and ovation 
® * * * * 
e with the cavalry 


an early hour this morning the town w 








nted clubs. E. M. Stoeber, the radical county « 





ed by their mo 












order to keep the colored people from attending the meeting, called allt 
ship meetings for to-day But the little K evidently failure 
dreds of colored people were not only in town flocked to the meet 
miuined throughout its entire progress, patient a terested spectators 

Lhe P nt i his message of Januar 2 said 

of the United States have n but sparingly used, and i 

80 a fere with the free exercise of right to vy . 

Al in soldier can never be better employed than in protecting 














enjoyment of their civil and political rights 
d that there 


rivs to support the United State 





Was a necessity for the troops to a 


; marshal and his depu 











scharge of duties enjoined by law, to enable citizens peaceably t 

tis conclusively proved that the troops were necessary ‘to keep the 1 
t polls as the law authorizes and requires. It is conclusively prove 
we neces y to protect the State “against domestic violence,” a dut 
l e Coli tution 

ley were not used to overawe colored people” (or any law-abiding pr 

revent them frou ting the democratic ticket The facto 

have such effect Pheir presence did not. in any case, intimida 

n the least degree interfere with the voluntary « free exer of 
speech or vote, or in any lawful act Phe only effect on the election 4 

sence checked the violence and intimidation which prevented republ 


exercising the right to vot« 
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It is said, in the report submitted by a portion of the committee, tl 

Either the troeps were sent to South Carolina (1) without any legal 
uble cause, for po wa poses, and to overawe a portion of voters 
W as of viol ‘ ounting to insurrection aga 
Cl nt of t diate h the State authorities could not deal wit 

If either propositior taken as the true t 
certs y tormembers of ¢ “ress presir D 
in making laws for or choosing a Chief Mag ‘ 
should be 1 e is valid 

1. It has already n shown that the troops were sent to the State foray 
legal and justifiable cause, and that they were not intended to, and did 

e any « en in the exercise of any lawful right 

2. The proposition that the electoral vote of the State should be rejected 
was a state of violence and turbulence amounting to insurrection aga t 
‘ nent ef the State, and which t STATE authorities could not deal wit 
strain,’ is one which finds no sanction in law, reason, or justice 

In suc ne tthe “Srave had aright to call n the I’resident for mil 
to restrain such insurrection, and if restrained by this power st as et 
lawful witicht estrained by the State and votes given under 
tion should be counted 

And if a vielent and turbulent minority of the people attempted by ins 
to prevent the aj rity from giving, by ir votes, a full and fair expr 
their choi candidates, but fa led in the atiempt, it would shock all 
moral rig tice, and law to say that the real choice of the voters ex 
defiance of i Violence should not prevail. And this is precisely what o« 
In Seuth Care 

Phe repul re largely in the majo os TI 
eratic minor lation, turbulence and 
prevent th ly and fully exerci their choice 
election In tl thstanding all the tr lence and \v 
and outrag failed to accomplish that purpose 
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Y.—INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE AFFECTING THE ELECTION AND AT THE POLLS 
DAY OF ELECTION, 

On the contrary, the military protection was so inadequate and the viol 
the riile clubs" so great, that large numbers of republicans either (1) 7 
away from the pol’s through mitimidation or to avoid danger, or (2) feared t 
or were prevel ted from doing soe at er they got to the polls, or (3) voted the 
cratic ticket by coercion, intimidation, or violence 

1. Republicans remained away yrom the polis by reason of intimidation or t 
dan wr 

This would be a necessary consequence of the condition of affairs alrea 

* The leading democratic newspaper of Ohio, the Cincinnati Enquirer, of 
ber 26, 1876, thoroughly well posted on this subject, said 

General Wade Hampton is not only sanguine but confident that he 
elected governor of South Carolina lle is making avigorous canvass l 
is al peace Lhe regular soldiers sent down there sympathize with the f 
of Wade Hampton. The latter, in a public speech, declared thi g 
welcome the whole United States Army to the State. Some of the 
oft vernor of South Carolina are st ng 
in | not a democratic vote will be lost in tle Sta 
t y thousand colored men will march t 
pe nets of the United States A i 
t State and nationalreform. Gene iii 
tor e Massachusetts carpet-bagver l 
1 y much distressed about the prospect of | 
seven electoral votes in South Carvlina. 
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;shown by many witnesses 
rk of the court at I 
W hatdo you know, if 


nst republicans living on their 


I know that threats have been 
ou hear threats mac 
yes: L heard threats made on the day of the election 
eT 
Well, on the 
d. got near the box where the ballots went in, and when th 
to vote they would say if they voted the republican ticket t \ 
k to their plantations, and they would have what they had on the 
) the road, : 
lhe employers were the white democrats ? 
sir 
iployés were colored men—republicans 
sir. 
owned the principal part of the lands in your county 
ie white democrats 


Hlow are the colored men of the county ¢ 


tion, t 


} 
the employers genera 


rhey work on the lands for shares of 


© What effect did the condition of things 

ive in kee ping color d republicans from g 
e election? 

\. Lthink it had the effect to keep a great many ) ie poll 
any to vote contrary to thei and a great many tl 
in ticket have since been « | I know that of my ¢ 

sup home a wee k ago, and a great many persons that voted 
t have been discharged in accordance with the threats, and a 
rged and have not received their portion of the crop 
mu know whether they continue toreside at the sank 
| before the election ? 
They had moved. One family that I speak of now had movi 
een out hunting a home, and hadn't been able to tind o 
Were you a candidate for any office at the last election 
.. Yes, sir; L was a candidate for re-election as county « 
) Where have you lived since the election 3 
I have been in Columbia pretty much since the ¢ 

o, or intended to return home about ten days ago 

I got within eighteen miles of it, to the place where I < 

of, and I stopped there,a day or two. That is as far as 1 got 

didn't you go to the court-house ? 

Well. L was afraid to go; I was attacked while there. 

By whom were you attached ? 


} ) 


white democrats, I suppose ; at least, I would be willing 
Ithough I did not see them The parties attacking 
irrounded the house, and commenced shooting in with Winel t . 
ral balls took effeet in the wall close by where I was, and after tiring comn l rou pe 
non the plantation there hcard it and came to my assistan« wae 
tinthe yard [wo of them had got inside of the gate, and the 
the road on horseback. They tired fifteen or twenty shots. 1 
it fired walked in the yar and saw pretty nearly where [ w se the | ; I's ei 
ume near where I was; one of them struck the chair I ; : 
orning I saw the tracks in the yard 
llow were the shots fired into the building? 
It was aroom attached to the main building, and the shots 
to the opposite side 
What kind of a door was it? 
It was a door made of boards; not quite so thick as these doors 
erack under the door where you could see my position 
Ilow near to you did their shots come, besides the one thi 
ou were sitting ? 
Three of the balls came very near my heat, and went into the 
vy head would have been leaning against the wall 


». Llow soon 


fact that republicans remained away from the po 
ral M. W. Gary, a leading democrat in Edg 1 hed 
bout six hundred colored voters di: ne \ nt (Apper 
views.) This is contirmed by aflidavits of >v (Appeudix 
t Lof Evidence.) 
publicans at the polls left without voting by reason of intimida 


on this subject the following appears among much other o 


vidence taken by the com 


J. W. Britt (colored) sworn and examined: 


By Mr. LAWRENCE: 


Question, State your age and residence 
Answer. Lamtwenty-one; I live at Saint Charlotte's. 
). Did you vote on the day of the last presidential election 
A. Yes; at Saint Charlotte's, Bordeaux 
(). What, if anything, do you know about threats being made : 
ise they should vote the republican ticket ? 
On the morning of the election there were fifty of us in the crow 
armed men with rifles and sixteen-shooters and pistols; they 
cross-roads, about half a mile from the box. They turned our men | 
nit they were going there to vote for that thieving son of 
they could not go to that box unless they would go and vot 
and good government, There was fifty colored men turne 
lifty red-shirt armed men there to turn them back. W* 
er, but T went around through the woods and got up to the 
i man named Jim Ransom, with a sixtecu-shooter on his 
is hand, and he ballooed out, “ God damn you, you : 
t up to the box He asked who I was going to vote 
w who I was going to vote for yet. Says he If you 
ving Chamberlain there is going to be blood spilt I 
som, who I am going to vote for He was from Georgia 
ic ticket, and says, “ You vote that ticket.” I says 
ll or not Thad arepublican ticket in my pecket, and 
tin my pocket and voted the republican ticket. I knew 
blican ticket he would kill me, for he said so; and he 
Jake Hammond, if he was going to vote the republicas 
ith him 
(). Did any of those fifty colored men who wert 
\. There didn't none of those fi 
rshal, came down to Capt 
to hunt for that marshal. ‘J 
ld them that he went dosvn to Green 
direction 
(). Do you know this of your own knowledge? 
Yes, sir; I know this myself. 
You were there 
Y 


es; I wasthere. Lain’t telling more than I kno 
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was kept up il the polls were nk, at least eight bundred that left the polls. They st 
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in order to show to what ex t | did and I tried trom six o'clock in the morning until six o’clo 
ake ifterno 
4 $- Republicrns vated democratic ticket by reason of intimidation or fear of 




































x results so inevitably from the condition of affairs proved to ha 
| itseems unnecessary to refer to the evidence in detail beyond that 
} iy I 
| has eady been st 1 that the United States troops in no way 
} witha el the free exe se of any lawful right, and that it was 
nderstood noe pur se to do 80 
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d ed 1 4 arrested SOT d the ct timida 
1] t y i ler e them over to e su] of the democratic can 
y ATS 1 { FE THAN THEIR Ff L PARTY STREN I 
It certain there a ng oF t yinthe Statewhbich inter! 
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. os . e have already seen, mal were coerced to do so against their will | 
at I wt ted 
aUON again sas — sadded s ‘ wi ent s by « ens of Geo 4.12 
; Stn ibe No. 2 at] : thatt © det Ab \ was enlarged b timidat on and ¢ 
iD Macemee ft 7 = ‘ b edirect evidence already adverted to, but by t 
te rom ¢ a a rt State Was ¢ aowh IT about 
i“ the da I ‘ ‘ a . 
mut ! iwi t t 
them 1 {thea nmi preventi 7 See evidence I ht r of election, } ence, part 1, p 4 
there wasa ’ dismounted Jif brett olland, w30. V ‘ w, 2 Ss 
I er We Harris, 240; Jones, 244; Beatty, 261; K ver, Qf lloyt, 26r; ¢ 2 
Brant > Was in command vomd, 27 Bowie, 273; Washington, 276; Stephens, 22; Winbush, 2-5 
rpehnable t rt Olored Then to lord, 24 Barnhart, 383 
‘ i ul tinally * Evidence, part 1 73 i” Evidence, part 1, pp. 2 


is shown by 






red votes ni 





Lto defranc 


wies employed 
just rights surpass in enormity any 
» bribe William B. Nash, one of the 1 
resident is clearly proved.!!2 
suiliciently shown that D. H. Chamberlain, the rey 
was elected over Wade Hampton, the democratic candidat 


yumbia Herald and Union, of January 
illows: 

table the classification o 

n, as it did not appear on 

f Hdgefield and Laurens 

county of Waliamaburgh 
except from two prec 

( 


last three mentioned cour 


43 being possible on the 


iblican candidate for gove Ww almost w 


hout excep 


ipproximation could not fa v obtain, however, in the 
because there is a considerable whit republican clement 


d County 1s approximated as f 


| voters by census of 1875 


s cast for Chamberlain 
Leaving number of colored voters unaccounted 


scast for Hampton ; 
\ that the coloured votes as pr 
cast for him, viz 


And there appears asthe actual white vote 
t the actual white vote as per « 


And the remains to be accounted for as white votes 
‘ 1 us 


1ud in this county stares | 


ns County is approximated as follows 
rof colored votes as per census 
votes estimated to have been cast 


d votes unaccounted for 


r of votes cast for lampton 


ters as per Census 
Excess of white voters over census 


assuming that these 657 represent colored vot 
1) colored voters unaccounted for, there still 
ted for, as per census 
Williamsburgh County is approximated as follows 
his county there are eleven precincts. From o 
ast (as deducted from the county can 
ntup. hence no classiticatior t vot 
ecinct the classilication of I as to coler) is 
ibly assumed that the 125 I ‘ Hampton vy 
verlain were colored Add t 
the other nine whi 
edlanagzregate of 1 
nd a deficiency of 
1 County: It 
uin this county, tl ke ’ ed vote 
or Chamberlain han the census of the 
tual number of colored vetes cast, while Hampton 1 
the white votes cast, with the 511 colored ex ] 
Ovanaeburgh County, where the rregate 
imberlain received only #5 votes in excs 
eonsus, and 332 less than th 
ton received 629 vot 


es moret 
e census; 3Lis more nthe w 
1) votes less than the total white vote cast, witl 
ote added to it. 
in Char.eston County we deduct 1,000 votes from Tampt 
hite republican element, and give them to Chamberlain 
uumber of votes from Chamberlain and give them to II 
colored men who voted for him, the result remains s 
the excess of white (or Hampton) votes over, and the de 
uberlain) votes from, the census 
lifference between the total number of “ votes ca 
the votes in Charleston, and the total vote cast for 
ering” vote in the State; or, in other words, the vote 
Chamberlain or Hampton was 634 
« deticiency of 10,747 colored votes from the census is 
by adding to the 8,7.7 votes in the column of “ colors 
ascertained by deducting the colored vote received by Chambet 
County from the colored census of that county 
data in the table are official. Even on the extraordinar 
pton received every white vote in the State, according 
0 accredited to Chamberlain in Charleston County 
ps. ** Where did he get the 6,531 white votes which are obvi 
5 


pon tl is subject see “R fr t of the spec il committee of t] 
es of South Carolina 1 tive to the organization of that | 
onal validity thereof, adopted December 21, appended 
Appendix F 
See evidence, part 1, page 456 
iis may be added the fact 
it was understood and 
be made successful ’ | olle y extract 
ted to the committee in connection with the evidence of Wi 
ary 22, le77, from the Greenville Daily News, Greenvill 
lay, December 7, 1876 
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- - a — ave eens ‘ 
‘ ] i Vv ot f ction es were at an end ] ( srequire, and ehi rand} 
j ! ‘ that re | ‘ of this of tl . 
: ; ! , 1. The te ‘ ‘ Vays. Top 
; ( t ‘ t State g ‘ ent t I che itic party, 1 
I } w the re cont ) ites rattempts d 
f ( ‘ tt i hereafter. It wou ‘ precedent v dl ine 
‘ f : " thei ut l es f the « 
i S i t ‘ t ers de elected ‘ ‘ 
t ( ‘ i © to | that her tion and laws All who would otherwise advise are in « li 
The State exrel. R tal. va. H. E. Hayne et al.—Referee’s Statement B. 
f \ y ~ : ag Cor roller Supt. of educa-| Ad ta andl Attorney-eeneral, |' omptroller > 
peperal tion spector general . general ~ 
zo 
re -s 
( ntics = = z 5 = x 7 = = = C 
: - 2 pS a = . 
¥ - - = mS = - = * z ze 
: S ps t = = A S < S - 
ea j _ ~ en] — 23) fe - ~ = 
’ 71 9 1 7 ~ 
1 i 2 421 2, 420 2, 421 2,4 164 rt 163 
i 1 i 4 1,1 41 1151 §. 122 1,1 1.1 
1 1044 1107 | 3,944 1 2 4,1 $4 4,105 $45 63 x3 bi 22 
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! ( t ( i ( 3 $ 121 ‘ ) 
! I 2, 12s 2, tbr 2, 131 mtn 2, 10 
( l l Y 2 ’ 1 On 2. in l ( 
‘ 1 j ] l 11 1,754 4.13 1,74 1 134 
l l i ( l S 1, 23 wo ! 23 
i l l i l 2 04 1,¢ 2,004 1, 751 2.004 1. Gol 14 145 
i ! 1 l i l 1,24 1, 529 1, 24 l et) 
i l l J il | 2.911 1,1 ‘ni 
1 ! l l ; 2. ltt 1,2 ho 
i 2 2 ’ 2, 4th $14 2.4 $1 OU Ie wood Inj 
1 l | i l i 1, G07 194i 1, GOe ! il 1, ut 1, M41 
l 7 14 2,12 2, 144 ~ 2 144 
‘ » 2 075 2 07x 
( 14 i,4 i 14 . $ 1 2, v4 4,5 Ua oY | l 
1 ] i Sie l ’ 10- l i 44 1, O23 
1 i } j j i 2, 424 mt ‘ anid 2, 400 
l 4 1 | i l 4,422 1, 509 4, 620 1 t 4, 6:2 
i 2 } 0 2 363 8 8T7 0 
l i l l l $ 1.1 1 2, 403 1,# 2, 4 
1, 2.306 | 1,662 | 2.368 | 1,661 2.368] 1,661 
\ 14 ii 1 fol 3, 324 do 3, 222 4 5 ~~ 
I l id 2 , a) ul i WW, O71 92,777 W, S67 sy i | 720 421 715 ( 
i il \ s re pres 203 of Tolbert votes reported for “John R. Tolbert l 
f l fo F.C. Dunn Polbert’s vote i ides 1,208 reported fo John B. ‘I 
M Polb vote micludes #5 wrted for “‘Johu B. Tolbert Dunn's vote includes 158 votes 
ep f “ ] 3 Sta ‘ cratic exec | ness, and seck to widen the avenues of material prosperity, confiding t 
‘ to the wisdom and conservatism of our beloved chief mi e 
( y December 1 won contidence and excited the admiration of the I 
1 ' : ; ‘ t tte guidance and protection the issue will eventuate in t ree 
: aon apd jopes and aspirations, unless constitutional liberty has perished in America 
. ; : \ : : ames A. G ILASKELT 
j ; 5 i = INO. D. KENNEDY 
( ' I ‘ Tove npson cor JAS. A. HOYT 
t i State ¢ t r. B. FRASER 
ta ess our gratitu JOUN BRATTON 
rs ‘ for A BUpPport oF ¢ i Rk. ONEALE, J 
t os + and 1 Z. ADGER SMYTII 
‘ 4 praise \ ! t an iva State Democrutic Executive Com 
t t has te tk vred V ] 
thatt me patience so On the 29th January, 1877, the following dispatches were received at Was 
‘ t t ve ‘ be exercised l the end from South Carolina: 
l I ‘ t ew from rgrasp, and surp ANOTHER WAR OF RACES 
f a someniinnl ren yt Information of another war of races in South Carolina is received here t 
4. wilt : It seems that Holloway, a colored justice of the peace, holding an app 
: . . given him by Chamberlain, at Timmonsville, Darlington County, was reques 
Uni © 1 sla te t the tes to resign and make place for a justice appointed by Hampton 
: : : way refused to do so, and on Saturday morning about two o'clock was call 
Pn i : ' ’ the d down bv our honored chief. | bis bed by a rifle club and murdered When the negroes heard of thea 
‘ nad che C1 1d law ; 4 we won victory tion the next morning there was great excitement, and, seizing their 
ei d ts of isses, and pledging ourselves | took to the woods, supposing Holloway’s murder to be the signal for ano 
oe \ ar that eve aloo of s party will be re burgh affair, The whites raised the cry of “negro insurrection,” swore in 
—_ » kine for masacs of the opposition. we must exercise | Club as sp cial policemen, and pursued them Sunday night there was a 
actin ‘aie collision, several being wounded. It is feared that more bloodshed will foll 
tv ft und (i inds that proscription shall not be i ; : 1 I 
the ra . i opposite pat and we earnestly recommend | @e™ ral Ruger has senttroops to the scene and may prevent it 
t be t t< ’ arantee protec 1 to laborers in every county in | “New York, Januar 
Governor Han art co his recommendation, and we | 4 Columbia (South Carolina) dispatch says: “At two o'clock a. m. on the 
but ty to ' tt ‘ the |] . - : at Timmonsville, B. O. Holloway, the Chamberlain trial-justice, was shot by 
i e tria t esent I r tet ide mark the conduct of our | known parties, near his door. The assassination fired the blacks, who immed 
} tw ( without regard to ] ical afliliations, STRICT armed, and the whites organized a strong police force. The two parties ¢ 
A \ MONS St \ ) EXERCI collision on the outskirts of the town early yesterday morning, and the re 
pEATS SMENT, FIRMLY ONTRIB- | that two special policemen were wounded, when the whole force returned to t 
ARON A x ITs AN l t nee co ti | The tollowing further shows the condition of affairs 
: roeelnanan Be mmeeaiatea. 1 ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLIRA, January 29, 1 
4 ‘ ta ition. 1 r, under any cir- | ‘On Saturday a large number of republicans of Anderson assembled at the G 
‘ ! fad Land Mee n, | Institute to consider the political situation of the State Phere were betw 
f ’ ibered as the | and seven hundred people present G. D. Williams was made chairmat | 
‘ fa d i 1 politic turer th ted in an | Harrison was elected secretary. Several pointed addresses were made, alt 
l : ST ADE, AN Vuk 3 TO SEA I ITICAL | appropriate resolutions were adopted, expressing loyalty to the government « 
FA F A BRAVE PEOPLI H. Chamberlain as the only legal government in the State resolving to pay 
In cor on we upon every one to resume t ordinary routine of busi- | to him and none other, and agreeing to obey only his officers 
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rties 

y In c 
. dInternecine 
would overshadow t! 


eans of securing 


Line 
md in fa 
irown freedom feel that 
ht to be imp { 
We, as laborers, d 


} 
ployers 


> them in the 


vhich made 

se things to | 
who beld us ir 
feel tb 


ore, 


upon by 
f General 
ous tothe rar 
ovyed upon such diit 
the ditferent clubs t 
o voted the democrat 
lwed, That with a. 
it a complete lis 
n pamphlet or cireul 
st, by precinct, wit! 
es of every repu 
und (C) to deno 
be distingt 
Opposite to the 


exsolved, That we recommend th: 


sof all colored men 
join before the Lst 
ts to be made for the cor 
nd whereas since the above reso 
of-us have been thrown ou 
mublicans, and are subjected to fe 
we have evidence that many of our fellow 
and old fields, in miserable huts, suffering fro 
driven from their homes because of their politicr 
some measures must soon be taken by us to rel 
evident that we cannot live among the white peoy 
of opinion and political action, or without i 
esolved, That we indorse President Grant 
to the annexation of San Domingo to the United 
6 for the freed people of color 
solved, That we urge upon the President that h« 
action by Congress in our behalf 
Resolved, That we ask our Senators and Represent 
President in this cause. 
Resolved, That we urge upon our fellow-lal 
ho are similarly persecuted, to meet at a 
atis best to be - to resist or to avoid the calamitic 


t of 
‘ 
r of 


laborers ar 


erers in ot} 


political opinion. 
Resolved, That a « opy of these resolutions be s¢ 
tes, and to our Representatives in ¢ 
t they may use their ir nee in tl 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this n t 
nion-Herald, the New York Times and Tribune 
and the Methodist Advocate, of Georgia, and that acopy be sent to th 


of the several States. 
SEARORN McCURRY., Cha 


MUSES LEE, Secretary 
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Q. Yes, sir. 


. A. Not near as large as the first one. 


1 i tl in if they wer A. Every one of them had their red shirts on 

| \ R s W hat aris, if any, had they 

; } of Congress as being the They had no arms, except pistols, that I could se« 

r } I t i son this s l to-day And the How did they wear their pistols? 
amt fab i! Kill the da u Generally strapped around them on the outside by a belt 
( j t Jj oT.J. M 1 la Each one, or more ? 
t twent ® ite ‘ ‘ f ip fr Some had more than one, some bad two, and some of them had t 
‘ 1 ‘ I ] “ 

Y k for the repu a? Revolvers, were they? 

A P the 5 n f . Seer Yes, sir; they were under excellent discipline 
t f ‘ \ | Who had the command ? 
had g Gener ( ct i peech as contined General Butler was in command. He had General Gary and fonr 
pring y to ing Mr. Chamberla | others as aids, like 

Q. Personal abuse, was it | ABBEVILLE COURT HOUSE. 

A. Personal abuse, sit He charged hit ryt And when he had Tt was also shown that at a republican meeting held at Abbeville Court H 
been speaking about tw ty ! 3 t lust I t him aga it Octob Is t lemocrats in large torce were uniformed and a 
And they said Yes; give } ke i ar L up Mr Edgetield, and made similar demonstrations of force and violence, but 
‘ i iin and said oO da i t and bulumer of Sher p the m ti 

i ul 4 Ww ~ ‘ » { ‘ ’ 4 RI A KVILLE. 
eM € t 1a det mt ( ‘ um \ that at a republican meeting at Black leon the 19th October, 187 
} vas hooted d 1 SMALLS was tl itened Wi | ig 1 ext rn ted men, uniformed in the same manner, were present, a 
his life if he f rtd » YU fifteen | ‘red | some extent disturbed the meeting 
colored people were at ! ‘ t ! e the whites were | NEWBERRY 
armed and 1 : ' Ss ‘ . = os oe — Also, that at a republican meeting at Newberry, shortly after this, alarg 
return to Columbia, the w ‘ ws » of mounted men came to the meeting, and what then occurred was descr 
We got into the cars j i anid « fellow said the witness Thompson, as follows 
‘Where ia that fel Sy ft let mut here 
Seng a ae 4 oe = : oo ean ak Geta Wane By Mr. LAPHAM: 
the car and w it ha . \ that 1 er Congressman Question. The next meeting was, you say, where # 
1a slong. O #3 ‘ lt he then passed between m Answer. At Newberry , 
i the door i stow ‘ ‘ ti 1] said, * Let us havea lock of | «). What day was that? 
One of N t. he won't « e back here agai An A. Ido not recollect. I think it was the Saturday following that 
i Lot t nly iy to keep him | think it was 
“ Vi he « luctor ] d the string and the train Q. What time did you get there? 
A. We got there about eleven o'clock 
\ t to J s m another crowd came in the car and went ©. Was there any military companies there? 
t ‘ j till we g lown to what is called Ridge A. There was one or two companies there of United States soldiers 
Q. How many men? 
A. Treally do not know; thirty or forty. When we arrived at New 
AY N \ I ri 8 was a very large crowd of both blac ks and whites at. the station; th 
I } ' } lar ' ting t . +} +} | uniformed and on horseback 
aa : i vse t another meeting at Xdgefield Court House on the 14th of Y Hiow many of each, giving your judgment? 
ftar ¢} ten of ¢ ernor Chamberlain commanding the rifl A. Well, I should think there was four or tive hundred of eac!] 
i r, whose evidence By Mr. EpEN: 
: ee eee Q. That was at the depot? 
Mr. LAPHAM A. Yes, sir; right at the depot. As soon as the speakers got out of t 

oO . ‘ de @ without my asking particular started immediately to get to the court-house, where the meeting was t 

| That was right in the middle of the town, and they went up on to the 

SS ‘ rhere were five or six Onited | of the court-house to speak Phe cavalry moved upon one side of the ce 

i . ; + neil Rare and gradually forced the crowd away from in front of the court-ho 
' i : ) rCha es By Mr. Larnam: 
rhev did ce ’ . Q. Were they on horseback 3 
irewn. When A. Yes, sir; these red-shirted men. 
‘ , antes a ¢ cativa cote ttee | (). How many of them were there ¢ 
| f aetings and *ocasats A. Well, I should think there were eight or nine hundred of 
‘ ; ; of your own personal knowl coming in all the time Ibe republicans were gradually forced arowr 
| of the building, or to the end of the building rather, so that the spea 
1 newspapers. I saw the no- | hardly be seen; could not be heard at all hey made a great many atte 
I I otices in the newspapers | Speak; but the noise was so great, and the interruptions were so freq 
Tt had bes erted | could not be heard 
widsoan thin mectin i Q. Noise by whom ? : 
to Batesville. or | A. Noise by this cavalry in front of the court-house. They were cl 
\ and ¢ tia Railroad. when | Lampton, and it was impossible to hear the speakers, and they finally g 
+ nif A vreat many attempts were made by the democrats to get the cavalry to g 
han< valked ' , | and let the republicans have their meeting. 
‘ I rm ot on there. and there were | @Q- Thatis, by the citizens you mean? ; 
oft { al it th dows and in at the A. By citizens of the town; yes, sir. A great many of them endeavored t 
Pom 6 sim but it was impossible; they could not get them to move. 

oO Xx i J. What did they say as to their purpose, if anything? 

. 1 At ‘ the wav alone. these men |, A+ Ido not know. I did not come very much in contact with them so as t 
| a mud examine the pa envers | them speak. I saw them several times ride through the republican meetin 

O. Were t ‘ . | of them forced their way through the crowd, and finally the republican 

, \ . . driven pretty much out to the edge—to the rear of the building. 

. Ay 1 ‘ ta? (). How were they armed ? 

A. Ha \ n \ wn to? House. which was the A. I did not see any arms except pistols. 

1 ' i } wi fron e railroad. we Q. Ilow did they bear their pistols! 

‘ s t ; i there we cot into hacks and A. Well, most of them had them strapped to their waists. They we 
ne p dal f United States t s going into the villa Phe | toa belt; just an ordinary belt around the waist 

‘ ft \ ‘ 1 i : f men comi 1 from different (). low many pistols did they carry ? 

‘ ' m hor ‘ ed and uniform : . Some had one, and some two. 

Q. What kind of v1 Q. Revolvers? 

A ted shirts; that onl lof uniform the. 4 anftt black hat A. Yes. sir 
red * eo . se ack hats and Q. Do you know who was in command that day # 

©. You went. then. tot meetine ? A. No, sir; I donot know who was in command. 

A. Yes, sir; we went to t tir ind got to the meet bout eleveno’clock, | @- How many were there there at any time; what was the largest numbe1 
I ould think A la of the repul ins Wa eld at what they called | appeared there ? 

Academy Grove—a 1 school-houss A. [ do not think there were more than eight or nine hundred at the Newb 
©. How ma ae ‘ meeting. 

A. Tshoukdt dred of them. A fterone or two speeches @. Was the republican meeting given up? 
had been made, } f mes had assembled, Ger A. It was for that day. Another was ordered for the next week 
‘ M. ©, Butl ‘ t sked Colonel Low (who was the chief Q. Did you see any arms in the hands of the republicans who attended t 

shal) if her tb smen a mi the republican meeting. Colonel Low | meetings 
I ed that he « inc 1 ty abont it; se he rode away, and in A. No, sir. 
stewr ents the « t 1 ug down the hill toward the meeting. Q. Did you see them have any arms ? 
They ro four passed up near where I was A. Laid not see any; there may have been republicans who had arms, but t 
standing, and tf ve cled © mecting. They made a complete circle | was none exhibited 
right around the me« q. At either of the meetings? 

Q. Eneirel t ’ me A. No, sir. 

A. O, yes, sir; the meeting was right in the center, and they passed completely Q. You were not at any of the earlier meetings of the canvass, were you ! 
around it A. No, sir. Lattended another meeting afterward at Newberry. 

Q. Did they include the speakers’ stand ? Q. You adjourned to another day; did you go at the day appointed ? 

A. Yes, sir: the speakers’ stand was in a grove under the trees, and they just A. Yes, sir; it was the following week, I think. At that meeting there was! 
encircled the grove, and then they halted a moment, and General Gary proposed | demonstration made by the rifle clubs at all. 
three cheers for Hampton and Tilden, and they continued to cheer for a quar Q. They did not appear there ? 
ter of an hour, I suppos A. No, sir; as United States commissioner, I had taken about one hundred 

. How mary were there re? fifty or two hundred names of men who had been there. 

A. I should say there was as any as fifteen or sixteen hundred Q. How large a meeting was it! 

Q. All mounted # A. At this second-meeting, do yon mean ? 

A. All mounted 

2 


How were they uniformed? 









It was also shown that in the last week in September, or the first week in ( 
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wut how large? 
I i notthink there was more than six or seven hundred 
w manv were there there t! first day wi ithe mMeclbg Was broken 
ir LWice @s Inany, I should think 
STRAWBERRY 
lso shown, and not in any m contrad 1, that at the first re 
held at Strawberry, in ¢ a ¢ nty vera l tred n 
ocrats, armed with breecl rifle seven-shoote ‘ 
g and occupied the front and left of the stand, sitting on their | 
s across the horses his mee ¢ Mr. Jerve Mr. Barke 
rats from Charleston, were speakers nd d anded half the 
iwuder duress, was accorded to them Phe rep icans were without 
BRONSON AND LAWTONVILLE, 








a republican meeting was held in Bronson, Beaufort County, at whi 
ld. General Smalls, Senator Green, and others were advertised as sp 
eeting was about three lock p.m. The next day another m¢ 
t Lawtonville, In the sau ‘ ty, atan ea er hour th is | 
er of the Legislature, gave to us the foll > account of the 
By Mr. LAPHAM: 
Question. Where did you go? 
nawer. We got ofithe cars right on the platform, and there a . j 
f races there, both white and colored. 
Q. How many # 


4. I should think 


Between two and three hundred As soo1 t on tl 1 
from the rifle clubs—the white rifle clubs—came to the republic } 
anded a part of the time 
QO. What did they say about it? 
\. They sav we hold no meeting there unless they have the right to 
sand close the meeting 
Q. Did they say anything other than that that you remember? 
A. W during the conversation we refused at first ih said, “ Well 
it there will be no meeting We acquiesced, and went nt 1 
we where we held the republican meetings generally It was under 
The meeting was organized and a motion was made that peace-of 
1 deight from each political party be appointed. The meetir 
ed by us electing a chairman, and the democrats immediat elected 
j i rhe motion was made, as I stated, for peace-ollicers to be apy 
m each political party—sixteen; and upon the motion | x put 
ce chairman, (Mr. Hoover,) Hal Richards« from Allanda Da 
( who had commmand of the several Barn | ritle clubs - 
CHAIRMAN. Did he have those clubs there with him ? 
3 sir; his rifle clubs was there Ue rose and said: ‘* Mr. Chairn 
iby peace-otiicers being apy inted, for, on behalf of the ptler 
County, I state that we will hear speeches if they are not damn 
but if the radical speakers intend to deliver their incendiary hara 
ot vouch for the peace being key the gentlemen from, Barnwel 
tement being made. Mr. lLloover did not put the motion, and no er 
\ The meeting was organized. Nathaniel Bb. Myers was thet 
siele Assoon as Myers mi ed the st ome one yma the 
«,” and Myers ceased to speak ; an te man, I did not ! 
Phese niggers have sticks, and we have left our 1 $s at the dep 
nouncement was made, the chairman of « juest 
their sticks up, and On as the comma iven by our cl 
it, who was sittting vn in front of ew ere 8] 
ip his revolver and said, Damn them sticks: t! 1in't nothin j 
yof pills that will take care of the n tio 8 
mur or five other white men drew their pistols ont a 
1 eet 
(). Inside of the stand ? 
\. Right in front of the stand; not five fe 
). How many revolvers were thrown down t 
\. Lsaw five, sir. 
(. What did they say as they laid them down ? 
\. They said there was sufficient pills here to sat 
That was the expression of one man. One man sp nd « 
drew his out three or four others did the same tl 
\. Were they revolvers or single-shooters | 
A. Revolvers, sir. 7 
Q. What next occurred after that ? 
A. After that was done everything was quiet 
(). You say that one republican had spoken anda man took 
nterruption took place # 
A. Mr. Myers was on the stand when this interruption took place 
Q. A republican had spoken ¢ 
A Mr. Myers was speaking; he was a republican; and i \ 
alan — 
Q i had not finished yet 
A. No, sir While he was on the stand a party remarke that I 
theirclubs there, and he stopped there ; and while he stopped our cha 
the colored men should bring their clubs up. After Myers got ro 
the next was a white man—I forget which democrat it wa nd we 
until we got through; but we were insulted from tl time we co 


meeting until we 
mned lie, 
). There were such expressi: ms used ? 
A. O 


Q. Who was spe aking w 


Ga 
( 


the whites were between four and five hund 


ow many colored men ¢ 






























were through, by answers, 





yes, sir iV. 


very a 
1en such remarks were b mad 


oa Such remarks were made when I was speaking, aud such remear 
hen Mr. Bampfield was speaking 
Q. Do you remember any other expressions ? 


A No, 


( 


the 
\ 


sir. 


. W hat time did the mecting close? 
A. The meeting closed ab« 
companies, as We term them, 


mut sunset. Orders was given 





and the men formed ai ent tot lepot 
ir guns, 
). Did you hear the orders given to fall in? 
A. O, yes, sir. I also heard, at the close of the meeting, when Hal Ri h 


f 
( 


next day, 


bo  b 
Pore 


ato 









Allendale, ordered the of 
two of the rifle clubs. 

When you reached there were these men at the depot? 
They were at the depot. 

Had they their arms then 4 

They had their arms then. 





2. Where did the ay put their arms? 
A. They left their arms, some ot them, in 


res, sir, 


Q. Did you see that yourself? 


cers of two clubs to proceed over to Lawtonvil 
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| A. O, yes, sir. I saw tl tting their arms in the depot and ir e stores 
Q. Where did they leave th« rses } 
The horses were hitched t tot lifferent trees and posts in ther 
Sane Bronson is a place of a few } es, trees growing up indisct 
sir They were mounted during tl et y 
9 — it how many n were t armed that day ? 
. Between four hundred and tive 1, sir 
Q one here any ¢ " t nf? 
J ere Was one speaker that they had there, a colored speaker, by the nam 
Ve 
Q In the military organization, I mean 
A l saw no cc 
). Do know where t s were fr ’ 
A. The companies that Hal Ri I s charge, sir, were from Barn 
ell, some of them all the way from Black e, forty-five or tifty miles from where 
ee the meeting was held ‘i 
Q. Was he the commander ? 
a A. He spoke to me, sir, and told me he was commander-in-chief 
. Q. Did he assume the command 


A. Yes, 


Sir 









































Q. How far is Bronson fr All ule? 
A. Allendale is on the sa ul, about fifteen miles from Bronson 
Q. That far from this meeting | 
A. Yes, sir 
i Q. In another county ¢ 
A. Yes, sir; Baruwell C 
Q. How is it as to the col T eing armed that day ? 
A. Some of the colored men had g 
Q. How many? 
A. I saw five guns. 
| Q. What kind of cuns 
A. The 3 I saw were the old plantat skets and 3. T saw nary 
on the gro ad There was s J 
(). Have you stated all that occurred there that day ? 
A. Yes, sir 
Q). Did ye anything said there about laborers # 
A. Yes, 8 that me g i ar t “ en ivingif the colored 
» | me did not une a t wi iad irye theu I heard that 
l Vas oe ila eu a ita © meetings up there It waa t 
ta and th its all Over the t 
6.73 ‘ ut La xt day, who was that called ' 
+ | A. By therepublicans, sir 
Q. Were you advertised to speak t f 
| <A. Yes, 6 
1] Q. Who else? 
A 1 M rs. Mr. J 1 - S itor Gre and 
Y It v called | t ( cha bea ( 
| A Yes : 
q. What hour was that 1 f 
| A. Tha t y i alle t k 
1 | Q. Did you , 
A. I went 
, ). How fa I t i ’ 
| <A. Myp i i 
| oO. Ve 
j ee a + +} . 2 f WW : ‘ . I 
\ g there I \ there ve met a 
( ‘ f ~ 
: QQ. How of « 
4 I Irad 1¢ } 1 
< T ‘ 4 le ~ 
i . Were 
ao t ill ca that came « f 
y +} a half ef 
‘ meet I ‘ in i there 
we ‘ ‘ 
) ! ey Line t t e at | day be , 
A. ¥ 8 
Q. A s Ric ison j 
A. R ard was i 
q. W 1 com! 1 
‘ee t know Lhe pa Lo t 1 was a stranger to mé r 
(). How far was th hoe it 
1. B ena arter a lt wa f ee thongh, sir 
©. We ou 1 ( ; 
} , MM ted. sir I f 7 ted 
Q. H ‘ ra 
A. Yes, ,air; ¢ ry one ¢ \ 
hem just as ] sir, as if 
YQ. Weret ur ' 
| \. Ves tl ere in 8 t 
Oo. W ecurred ‘ 
} A.D as f t ‘ Att La 
a 4 oO ‘ the neg 4 were 
{ t at 
[ ) t ft av 
it ft , ¢ 
peo] ! Wit d 
1 SS ; : ee 4 
‘ ore 1, ar } 
( ESPONI ! i A 2 CHAM A 
| I nfir iti of sa f t t earlier par { 
‘ ‘ he undersigned p | é corre nden 
‘ ( ) lias 1, the cha Sta ( ittee, and 
( wi ber 1, also giyen in at ¢ 1, and printed in part 1, pag to 
2 Che letter of Colonel H ite the f ‘ I ssacfend ag etna 
1 ¢ mb iswer t { of ( r. It ’ is correspondence 
was p shed there] pay lay I tedition of a thousand copie 
was printed and ( te ‘ In t it will be seen G 
é r Chambe f h ministration, as pub 
ed e ( irl ( I t icading democratic paper in t 
State, which article clos 
m, | Under the several heads th that have actually been made are: 
In the bonanza bill a ata aaa cin drinidacarl ee . §4100,000 
In the executive contingent f 101.260 
j itive expenses . 350,810 
igent expenses ° é< eccee 200,000 
In public prntin ° 2,418 
. ee ee ee ede ie sane aware 1,719,488 
j “To realize this ar r a tax of nea 14 per cent Had the ap- 
| propr sitions of the past tw , OCD A rdinate as the average of the appro 
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ilways been a republican 


S eta sof the paat t , | on that gronnd he thoucht ! wonld giv 0 an Opportu 
i ‘ in the outrageous rate actually | life and liberty was more to me than all his money. He said t 
do not propose to do it, between man and m not to \ ny 
i lof ( r (} ‘ as shown by hard figures and | transpired between me and him;” and I tell bh 1 we 
‘ ! dorexa ated gy. J plain t thas | I 6. But I tell him I thought he v ! lik 
f g And ntain th rilas u a] t ck like that, when t! peopl h I ‘ 
f ( ( sca »>b ’ if t } that last conversation be ood 
t has | g him, and a < , o f ! bine ipl ind to do it, IT coul 
f s who think thatr ct of Gove vr Chambe a ‘ | «da se I didn’t see him until that ‘I he 
n but his 1 i 4 | election I did not see him from that Satur the mo 
a applauded ¢ rywhere in South Carolina, has not been 1 ed in the j ecleet 
articles “* * | &. Who of your family saw him on that night beside yourself? 
The vernor also gives a det ed account of I for p 1D 108C8 | A. My mother-i iw and my wife My mother-in-law came up 
notabl se at Ilamtbur Eu Charl ) ‘ eso itejs 4 8 wanted to see me 
at political meetings, especially those at | el Ni and Abbe to ). How long have you known Mr. Chors? 
W h reference has been made; the 1 ‘ f we i ‘ of democrat A. W I have known him before the war and during the wat 
bondsmen for republica ‘ ! Lref to rent] ses or lands Q. Did mention any sum of money? 
to any one who voted the repub int f weratic tle « and | \ sir; he wanted me to state what I would do it for. 
‘ 18 acta of vic ‘ i 4eN8 rent | Q. Did] tate where the money was? 
it the republican v i ince the orga A. Hoeven told me that the executive committee—that LI would not} 
tions he has desc ed: t » resist « ippress n would | to ‘ \ committee, but all I was to do was to say what I would 
‘ invite or precipitate « 4 i I ince 1 be on the presence of | 1} ld have done 
L ed States t | q. y gol it | 1 ever said by him to you or you to hir 
Mr. I pson ‘ Mr. Ha ] \ else, to his knowl A. No, sit Phat was the first time he ever approached me on that 
edye, made at e} t i I 5 letter | ®. He knew what your politics were? 
' . A. 0, he knew, sir; that is the reason he approa hed me. 
Q. You have ' 
" A 
































aeTive tinterp d Always, sil 
fat f ‘ t , wane (). Were you a slave ? 
Cha i Bea ‘ I ‘ ed popula A. Yes 5 
’ : » . es. Ha Q. When were you released from slavery; when the slaves were freed } 
t st ‘ ’ ind the po f thre A. Yes, sir : 
i A ) leed if the LOU HO Q. You were released by the emanci] n proclamation ? 
; A. I was, sit 
WHALEY'S CH Q. Had you any education at that time ? 
I ! . ! OT vill afford an illustration. Mr A No sir 
\ \ pret Mr. Chors, the democratic supet Q Wi it means have you had for getting an education since 
Mi Mr. I better. all white men. were examined A. Well, sir, in the nig t-time, sit 
i ste th ed voters came in clubs or groups, some had canes ot Q. You have acquired what knowledge you have by your own ct 
b t vere not exhibited unt 1 in the afternoon ; four attended any publi school ? 
bs t ins were stacked seventy-five to a hundred yards No, sir. 
| 4 | 1 ) ca had arallying committee and exan This evidence was not controverted. The witness Ford also ‘ 
i tha September it was a remark heard among | of the events at the polls on election day, a part of which ts as f 
< i ‘ l in »would rte the de cra ticket ought to be 
| i 1 1 1 not re las athreat. but a By Mr. LaArHaM 
! tr @Xx} Op] ' 1 rat th t Qnestion What time did you go to the election ? 
| we HOO we 1 i ten or tw ® white voters, all democrats Answer. I got there about five o'clock in the morning 
and t Q. Did any one go with you ¢ 
I ‘ soned ba d ng the day, which Rev. A. P. Ford A. Yes. sir; William Singleton and a young fellow by the na of G 
! bea ul ! ifo irs al nber, helped to sup was acting as clerk at the poll that day 
| Ab t n i t ‘ ‘ r the polls Q. What position did Singleton hold ? 
‘ i lo l und W I La salute A. Singleton was the republican supervisor. 
i er ‘ ’ nea ‘ rd all 4 Q. What time did you see Chors ? 
“ mut pre tas to iirness of th ection A. He came there about seven o'clock, or thereabouts 
QO. Did you have any conversation with him 
A MPTS AT BRIBER A When he came he sent to call me, and I sent I hadn't time to 
1 | i ed, and p itha it x davyvt it before QO. Did vou have any conversation with him that day 
t 1 | it | en o'clock, the rid | A. Well. sir, 1 had, about ten o'clock Phere was a report made the 
‘ ha ston Ci I fe | Devoe was buying votes, and in that time there was some little excite 
lowing a \ t ( rswa en said | that this man was bribing the men by buying votes This Willi 
be | was supervisor, and be went, according to the statement that was 1 
ae Mr. Devoe; and after he was arrested Mr. Chors came to me and sy 
; ’ j regard to it, that he didn’t think Devoe was buying votes, and if L won 
Que lH ey i Singleton to let Devoe go 
A Vi i Q. Mr. Chors said he didn't think Devoe was buying votes? 
Q. \ dl f A. That is what Mr. Chors said Then I told him that this man Si 
A. My far t ea » childre an officer, and that I didn't like to interfere with it. 
Q. Did any it i "V1 , i ed ; (). Was anything more said # 
A. Yes A. In the course of about an hour or s0 Devoe went away in a bug 
YQ. Who came from, and everything went on quietly after that 
A. Mr. C. TT. ¢ Q. Had there been any disturbance that morning up t6 the time Dx 
). What does | rested ? 
A. Heisay r, too, on Sai Ta Goose Creek. Ho called on me on a Sat A. No, sir; not a word. They were more friends than anything els« 
urday nigt 1 of Novem! ©. How was the election conducted after Devoe went away ? 
©. Tt i before the elec n? I state on my honor that everything I seen went on quiet. I stat 
A. Ve ‘ my honor, sir; it was quiet, sir; it was quiet from that time until the px 
Y. Did} ld any office on election day ? closed in the afternoon at six o'clock 
A. Yea the democratic United States supervisor Q. Was there a person there about whom there was something said for \ 
(). What t ‘ he eto your hou iat Staturday night ? democratic ticket ¢ 
A. Hlecame t muse be n and eleven o'clock I had gone to bed A. Away in the afternoon, about five o’clock—the polling-nrecinctis ab 
j isin the city | hundred yards from the State road—a young fellow was going off, and t 
). You were here 1? that he voted the democratic ticket, and he said he didn’t care a damn ab 
A. I was here in the liked itor not; and L seen the men going to talk, and I went to them m 
Q. You have a house | I said, ‘It has been peaceable all day ; don’t let us have any fuss 
A. Yes, sir; No. 13 Lion t 





reet Q. What was this person's name ? 
A. Mitchell. 
@. He was boasting that he had voted the democratic ticket ? 
A. He was boasting, sir. 


\). Did you see him 
A. 1 did, sir 

«. Where did you see him? 
A. On my 
? 
A 





piazza, si He came into the yard, Q. Repeat what he said. 
Q. Did you get up and dres A. I heard him damning and cursing. His word was, “By God, he w 
I came down stairs after I heard he was there, dressed myself, and came out | as he damned please, and who in the hell can better it?” I heard that word 
to see him Q. What did the men do? 
Q. How long did her uin there ? A. Then I seen the men commenced to go toward him, and I went at on 
A. He staid about half an hour, sir, talking with m« said, “ Now, we have had a quiet day ; now, don’t let us have any interrup 
Q. State what he said all.” And every man stopped. 
A. Well, sir, his conversation was t} that he had a set of tickets Q. Do you remember at about what time the poll closed 7 
that he wanted to get up in ‘ terest of ats, and wanted me—know A. Precisely at six o'clock. When it closed it was six o'clock by Mr. | 
ing that I would carry that precin to republican ticket; that if I | watch 
would use my influence in the interest of t which he had 1 was to name Q. Did he make the announcement ? 
the sum—whatever amount I would name | ild go down Monday and have it A. Exactly ; he did, sir. 
deposited subject to my order, and I could just go there and got it Q. Was it yet dark? F 


Q. Did he describe what the ticket was? 

A. The ticket was to head Wade Hampton as governor. 

Q. And what electors? 

A. Well, he was to put on all his men, and he would put on myself if I would use 
my influence for the ticket F 


A. Yes, sir; it was pretty dark. 
than it is now. 

Q. Getting dusk ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many votes were there polled there # 


It wasa clear day ; I thinkit was alittle da 








Q. Did he state who the electors wonld be ? A. Six hundred 

A. Well, his electoral ticket would have been Tilden and Hendricks. I asked ©. How many republican and how many democratic ? 
him over again Who did you say you were going to puton that ticket?" Then A. Five hundred and eight y-two republican votes and 18 democratic, sir 
he said, * Hampton and Ti ind Hendricks and all the county officers,” and of Q. Did Mr. Chors say anything to you after the poll closed, or about the t 
course he would put my 1 on the ticket. I told him right there and then that | closed ? 


I told hi 
thought it 


) that I could not 
where 


And then he said A 
ld make some money, and 


be a deceiver 


I cou 


he mistake his man 
} 


Yes, sir; after the poll was closed Mr. Chors cameand took ue by the ha 
sir, that he 


and he says—— 





to me ance 
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For lientenant-govert 
For secretary of state 
For comptroller-ge1 
or State treasurer 
Mr. LAPHAM: 


or attorney-gener 
? , 


State superint 


] 
] 
y soon after I 
ht away after bor adjut 
Lvs objected to the admission of the testimony.) For } 
Virness. After the poll closed, Mr. Chors grasped my Bor 
rd, let me congratulate you on the manly way you condu ! 
Vecould not have had a fairer election in the State I 
it did you do then? 
I raised the tune, ** Hold the fort 
You proposed that ? 
Yes, sir; | was singing, ‘“ Hold the fort 
» stated that after the song was finished, and as the men 
hem fired off their guns They had shot-guns and mus 
tomed to takein going to and from the election to shoot 
said there was no use of the guns made during the day Ther 
He also testified that about nine o'clock he discovered a ticket 1] 
med by Chors Saturday night, and that six of them were voted t 
t Chors sent to him requesting an interview after he came to the polls 
refused to see him; but other white men requested him not to n 
that ticket, When he held up his ticket and said, “There is the re 
t. and the other is boyus 
er witness contirmed the statement of Ford as to the time of the 
en the guns were fired 
s of this precinct the majority say, in the first page of thei 
wt of the colored republican voters is indefensible, and on 4 
the entire vote.’ They snuff intimidation afar off, but 
ation of the admitted infamy of a democratic official ( 
yY and FRAUD the whole vote of the precinet for the 
with one or two exceptions rhe fact that the ballots were ser 
d to be shown, to prevent the consummation of the attempted fraud when 
ered on the day of election, is dwelt upon as a violation of the election law 
e sacred right to vote “a concealed ballot.” The undersigned can see 
ts thus narrated abundant cause for all the watchfulness and excite t 
ind in answer to all complaints of the majority about this first chapter of 
lation and wrong will employ the language of the guilty author of all the 
er the pulls closed, Mr. Chors came and took me by the hand and 
time congratulate you on the manly way you conducted the 
{ not have had a fairer election in the State 


®. 


in 


BIGONS CHURCH 


t precinet about which evidence was given was Bigons Church 
the whites, about twenty-five in number, went armed with rifles, a 
their guns a part of the time in the room back of the polls aud part of 


ul them in their hands. There were only tive or six white persons in Bigons 


precinct ; the rest were sent there by “influential men,” as one of the wit 
es stated, because the * negroes would intimidate democratic negroes, and 
vanted as many whites as possible.” The first white peace-maker thus com 
ned and the tirst witness examined stated that he went with a rifle and a 
Others who went were armed in the same way. A part of the colored men 
us, and the rest common walking-sticks, which the colored people always 
Che colored men left their guns a hundred and fifty yards from the polls 
i came up separately and singly to vote. 
violence was used; no threats made that day ; no complaint made of the fair 
ss of the election; all the oflicers signed the returns Among the witnesses 
ed was Tony Scott, of this precinct, who confessed that he attended a meeting 
Strawberry, where he was announced as one of the republican speakers, and 
sented to act as such, but intended all the time to make a democratic speech 
{attempt to do so, but the republicans compelled him to leave the stand 
io was “afraid after that.” 
STRAWBERRY FERRY. 
At Strawberry Ferry, another precinct, both white and colored voters had guns 
tter the greater number, as their numbers were treble those of the whites 
widy was hurt; the managers all signed the returns, agreed as to the count, 
white men made a protest ‘that the clerk was not sworn; that the polls u 
pened at the usual hour ; that democrats were prevented froin voting the d | 
ket,” and other grounds not remembered. Mr. Colcock, president of the | 
wratic club, drew up the protest. All who came to the polls voted. All the | 
es made were sustained but two, in which persons challenged as minors 
they were of age. 
remaining evidence as to other precincts in Charleston County, and as to th 1 TLE ‘ 
ts at a Hampton meeting in Charleston City, is not of sufficient importance as ormer slave, to ¢ 
cling the canvass to deserve extended comment or consideration 


oneet 
ness named Hayward g 
HILTON HEAD. Juestion What was he 
idence was given as to a disturbance which occurred at Mitchelville precinet Answer. He was arout 
Hilton Head Island. Q. Did he have any b 
It was proven that of sixteen white voters ten were democrats and six republi- | A- Yes, sit 
us. There were four hundred and fifty-odd colored republican votes. A white Q. What occ 
in named McFall, who worked land on the island, had been a slave-holder, and 
claimed to be on good terms with the colored people and their professed friend, was | . 
engaged in peddling ballots among the voters. About ten o'clock a disturbances sl ‘ P ae oe ae 
arose. McFall complained to Mr. Drayton, one of the managers, that the colored peg Oe Au ' ; ectioneer for the Hampton 
people had ordered hien from the polls, and he appealed for protection. Drayton | , 
ul the United States law, but the colored men became more violent. They dro 
McFall from the polls. ‘The colored people were not armed. MeFall stated 
took all his tickets away from him and told him if he would leave the g 
not come back till after six o'clock, they would not kill him; that he 
it before starting he said “he would come back after six and gi 
r Tilden and Hampton, our next rulers.” Upon these statemer would ap , ; : 
var that the treatment of McFall was without provocation, It was proven, how 8 a | a une : ; I aon 
ver, later in the investigation, by evidence uncontradicted, that McFall bad at pay t u he owt ! : rylienie onpts Ay than 5 
empted to circulate a fraudulent democratic ticket, in imitation of the repub a ed wo Ot hg eee —— ; ' 
in ticket in both the heading and color of the ink, and, being detected in it, was | ™ veo wes arpgtnopere ae ar 
driven from the polls as above stated. Complaints were open and vehement about —— Au a . i pert epg ey +. 
his conduct. McFall admitted to Dr. Wilder that day that he had circulated th go around an een ae I cou 7 ; eee if Iw = 
tickets, but denied that he represented them as republican tickets. The ticket | Cectoneer U eee ee ould be a man if Hampton get in powes 
Was as follows: Q. What did you say to tha . P . : 
UNION REPUBLICAN TICKET. A. I told him that i rad t ’ ul or for General Hampton 
that I didn’t think I woul 6 why L would be so fo h. and my 
VICTORY. reply to him be, that if I the rattiest mouth, a 
. ss aside. would be good enough to « t tr t 
(Cut of an eagle.) I would be fool enough to } 
For President—Samuel J. Tilden. the house, 
ror Vice-President—Thomas A. Hendricks. ¥. What became of the 
_ For presidential electors—At large, Theo. G. Barker, Samuel McGowan; first | A. I didn't take them 
d strict, John W. Harrington; second district, John Isaac Ingram; third district, | Q. What furthe 
William Wallace; fourth district, John B. Irwin; tifth distric t, Robert Aldrich, A. After that t 
For governor—Wade Hampton. ee eee not do any good, and he 


T 


| 


} 
t 
t 
« 
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Q A hout e o'clock Mr. J ‘ f They rit 8 ar 
i . I ( rd to lie « © 1 ts buggy with you ‘ 
- tha Ww on the Saturday bef L admitted 5 
i : i t any other ‘ ! the g t kept the « 
‘ ‘ ‘ f f lnded, f 
t . I t 
( ~ ‘ 
| ( uw 1 ro toy ? 
l M I 4 I t . ¢ 
( ( 
' . (i) Ai 
| Appear ‘ ate | 
} j wat ‘ | ] Mr. La oe 
I i a ye j Oo M J 
‘ eott ira ‘ I i Rin de i ye i ‘ > ‘ 
tement than tia I a. a cle " i 
f s of the eviden ‘ I | a 
I lig mtatasucha 1 0) A f of } 39 
Phe « fails t f he vote A. A friend of Ellise ‘ together 
t ‘ Evide ‘ . , 
! ed Barnes | I a8 i t ted i had be uM © in politic I 
. oO . ‘ S ha i al mnt gs in be fort ¢ 
Sak tice | was el 1, and again at the last elect 
1 a tena ul procured t i f Mr.] n 1-64 from the o ft 
othe and that ( a ‘ ( ajorit eport are, in | 
. 1 as a | > t lt A by the te mony taken. 
‘ ‘ A \ IR I 
se those : ' rhe 4 rac unfit a competent for 
Mu ey i. { a t I rele . { 
I near ere | t t I | f res} lity his 
sf wt J es ‘ t t ‘ I d he ev 
meat a had & “es : ; ae a |} They are quite as safely to be trusted with an honest and fair fran 
to} eof a} othe Hy ie telat |} men who st try to are ‘ nile to bribe and « t th 
t « ot e na on ‘ el | their supposed weaknes pute It is not the igr 
f ta rae : 7 ; } men who are looked upon in the State as objects of danger, but rat 
LAWTON v1 t } and intelligent, who are able to de 1 ther es and to expose all att 
coerce, Cheat, defraud, or p ase ther 
I t Mr. Hurd, who capt } electoral returns in Abb 
I ( { i mod w te ‘ earl j ‘ , ed 
s ! onl pro ( rt to the State, gives the real teeling of tl 
i , a Zi ve Caroli Ss abou t ored men n thet ne micident i 
: ; and ; i : \ it k Starh Bradley daman 1 Kell they 
tot they « a pistol att t | 
i uy | ‘ l« 1 ln al the 
11 Il at th S 
oft ‘ . : bh Mr. 7 s | Giod! it’s no use t tis what we i een Waitin widtheva 
M i ag, | 1 Would rather, be hung or sl told him I had never been killed, a 
a pre { I \ty t1| which, but 1} ed the not kill meatall. Iteldthem I wa 
6 ‘ : ; clic They askee e if Lee et ready in fifteen minutes. Itoldt 
‘ : ; k 1« ld This man Ke 1 his t-enn, and he told them t 
*- ; ! he w to it, 1 ITsaid. Stark said my life w 
: : : a ‘ u were hanging . ‘ I wo ld rather k ou th 
' ‘ achat ‘ : I ; THOT) Mire Deca yo 1 nk nse, and you would do more | 
i the 1 Ow Mt ‘ 4 | we “ _ i = 
It would seem as though a bright, educated, intelligent man as Mr. M 
By Mr. LAPHAM peared to be, of w Johnsons i8 Miller himself stated it,) “ I knew 
©. Waa he a democrat ? our parents, both white and from the days of boyhood,” mightes« 
. ©. we I Ay ! \ nos strac of South Carol ins the censure and criticism of a congr« 
ema i \ < I but has ‘ and can do more harm” to South Car 
{ twel to fc white e, bec 3 : « 8 1 twe ri n niggers,” and hence his selection as the 
i ‘ re prow n ot I 1 
The CHATRMAN. Confit irself t tatement of facts Co lerable evid as taken tending to show that colored voters 
The Witness. He ul from 1 tof ‘ 1 ! ned upon tl da surances to the ‘ jhe rs before the election that they would vote the IH 
of al. armed with 1 ‘ \ » t, and is also st tness that a number of colo 
to addre the trial atice rl i 1 I ‘ ced I j \ »f irlest to ne meeting and from fear staid awa 
i malignant ecut : t place of meeting The they would be discharged on on« 
Q. You claimed that as com 1? l the reproaches of the a for political intidelity on the other, added t 
Yoa, a counsel nd I i wd 1 | t natural m to vote the republican ticket, if left free to act 
} I wou » pro t before I v j ‘ ‘ duced tl to some extent ssemble as to their real purposesand to ré 
l ‘ i t the } a far l } I ‘ et. w | 1 excuses f scel olat iss m ven in voting the republican t 
and demanded I sl ly et a st t d his | Such are by no l I occurrences in the States where electors « 
an ex-trial justices I ad re l fe isd na l cedure a 1 I lependen i I rnd are ft free to exercise their choice 
on 1 that section of the country ther 3 where the 1 ‘ pit mes rhe undersigne has ans\ ed the report of the majority as to the ¢ 
uppeared as a ] f er I u lt ( Phe l I vi le in the report of the majority that there w no vio de ~ 
kept ( Mad I s, wl now it » here As ection da n ¢ ton and Beaufort Counties Lhe few whites werea 
a ad nw rof my client, I walked out of court, mounted | and carried in many instance r arms to the polls, but, finding the color 
I da y from the crowd As I mounted about fifteen whit ple prepared to meet the uid greatly outnumbering them at each precinct, w 
rhe ad whe { vd mi i th 8 3 As | concluded that t better part of valor,” and resorted to tl 
ol e road, so 1 « ld see before me, I saw five young white met a remedies of attempts at bribery and cheating in the form and color ot 
on nm the hands and revolvers in their belts As Ll approa 1 | ballots 
ther n of Nat Ellis | to me You mulatto s« fab Lhe pacific purposes of the white democrats is illustrated by the fact, pr« 
\ i that, young John Joe Schu al r.. who is been | Without contr I that on Monday of the san weok the committee reac 
killed since in a riot, caught my horse by the rein, and as he caught it. Ellis dealt | Columbia several thousand of the white rifle clubs, armed with rifles, ass 
me a blow along here n ati a Jersey wagon, wl f d | bled in Columbia. No other object can be imagined than the forcible ina 
me from the saddle; and as I fe 8 es had et left 1 ration of Hampton for governor It was published about that time that Hampt 
I a repeated the blow I was pick for I « ot } \ ho didit said ‘“‘he held the life of Ge ior Chi verlain in his hands.” On Tuesday ¢ 
smen, and carried to the trial justice's 1 e, for when 1 enses returned [ | ing these men were addressed by Ilampton in the street, to whom he said, * G 
n his piazza, and was bleeding. Old man I i, as soon as | ose upon my | tlem« I do not know what you a here for; you have come to attend the f 
feet, said, “ It will c« ’ a} l nice i I 1 | but, if so mu come « day too soo! I next evening they were addresse 
©! bitch, for this is a w man’s « : eT tl pla Mr. Moise, a candidate on the democratic ticket, whos 
vive n here As soon as he said that pn elderly v ! the Gentleme I want i all to go home The congressional committee are cor 
e of Bill Cuyler Johnston, threw himself in the s ll gate that led > the ‘ morrow, and we want to see no demonstrations of such crowds while t 
wer-garden, and which would ve them access to w said For | al c 
Cjod's sake, men, let us not have another Hamburgh Mi Had the law been enforced, it is claimed by the majority, “Charleston and Bea 
Kill, and let us kill the ni Mr. Johnston said the eves | fort Counties would have destroyed the majority in the State for Hayes and W h« 
of the nation are now or tus act as men.’ Af isio e got el 
the men to retire from the smaller gate out to the larg ad. Hethen | CHARLESTON COUNTY. 
cal » into the pia sand said tor ‘ Miller, 1 knew yo a i \ Th ote in Charlest in 1870 was 13.411 for the reBublican candidate and ¢ 
white and b from tl avs of boyhood,” and he sa 1 go home for the democratic rarepub in majority of 6,431, and a total of 20,391 
d let these Ellises alone?” I told him I would not ma ) ©; that the vote is 14.952 for the republican ticket and 8,653 for the democt 
1 would sue them Then he said ler, ¥ Are OX¢ lL Won't | ¢ et, giv Ar ’ y of 6.199. and a total of 23.605. Whilet 
ou defer this matter unt Chur y of next Ss on Satiu “ creased ¢ hat of )over three thousand, the republican majorit 
v 1 told him Mr. J ton, there is no « th me; I mean what I say.” | not a large as in 187 By the census of 1875, the voting population of the c 
We he says y V i ! if mean it These 1 »willt i ‘ was, whites, 7,398, and wed, 17,787; total his exceeds the actual 
to go home ali a | \ atter I told | by 1,48 The repub in vote is nearly thousand less than the col 
at I we dt bea edt ! ea esa ly] oned the matterand voters, and the democratic vote over 1,300 more than the white voters 
1 et ana r I I ‘Dp i it L would wait unti 
l sday Upon ‘I rsda ri t nised by me to give an answer BEAUFORT COUNTY, 
y men, armed with re nd shot ns and pistols, assembled before | rt Count the republican vote in 1870 was 4,125, and the democratio 
y and stacked their guns a log that lay parallel with my fence ving a republican majority of 5,109, and a total vote of 7,141. 








76 the republican vote was 7,570, and the democratic vote 
» majority of 5,320, and a total of 9.820 Although t 


ing are 


® vote was over 1 


ty-five bundred greater than in 1870, the rey 
By the census of 1875, the voting populati 
ind colored 8,241; total, 10,001 This excee 
Ihe republican vote is over six hundred 


majority is nearly the | t 
ty was, whites tion pe 


‘ I s 
vote is tive hundred greater than the 
of the county. 


ocrath 


EDGEFIELD COUNTY 
Edgefield County, where the violence of th 
isimilar comparison shows the followir 
70 the republican vote was 4.5 and the 
wn majority of 843, and a tot: 
n 1x76 the republican vote was 3,123, ¢ the democra 
cratic majority of 3,134, and a total of 9,3-0 
the census of 1875 the voting population was 2,7 
+ a total of 7,122. 
vote of 1876 exceeded the entire voting pop 
can vote was 1,267 less than the colored voters 
than the white voters. The whole excess is in the 
\ similar comparison would show like results in other cour 
establish the frauds practiced by the democrats in the electi 


crate 


CONCLUSION 


e undersigned can find no reaaon to doubt that if the can 
free from violence and fraud the republican 1 

large to elect all the candidates for State office 
i the majority for the Hayes aud Wheeler elector 


turns. 


committee appointed by the House of Representativ 

ipon the condition of political affairs in South Car t 
ssions in the city of Columbia for the investigation of fact 
pointment of president al electors, was divided into three sub 
ch two were directed to proceed to the city end county of 
estigate and report upon the political condition of the 
nidersigued, a member of one of these committees, of w 

as chairman, presents the following observations upo 


t 


it committee, with bis reasons for dissenting f 


f the majority of its embers 
THE CITY OF CHARLI 
foundation of the Republic, as well as durin 
tory, Charleston wWasan important social 


i States. It was for a long period one of th 
i America Phe founders of its industries develo 


nate, and enlarged the agricultural products of the count 
s that held out to them for atime a flattering prospec 
lustrial pursuits of all civilized nations. lis commerce 
It was a center of art and fashion Phe first artists of Europe 
« proud of its approval and g:ateful for its patronage 
ih Quincy, jr.. of Boston, said, in his journal of a visit 
ir, spl ndor of buildings, decorations equipages, shipping 
passed all he had seen or ever expected to see in Am And 
France said, a few years later, (1796,) of its society, that whatever 
of European gentility, in no part of the globe was hospitality so mucl 
las in America, and nowhere with more retinement, sincerity, and 4 
arleston, South Carolina. 
ts churches were unsurpassed in utility and elegance by any public building 
lay, and now, after the lapse of a century and a half, they are not 
best architectural structures of the present time. Its pub 
were counted among the most enlightened and influential organs of 
ulvocates stood at the head of the legal profession of the country Its 
tatesmen exerted a powerful influence upon the Government, and fo 
ile period may be said to have been its masters. Inditlerent to 
es they were able to bring aspirants for political favor to their feet 
1y those who had the courage to resist their demands, just as a seal | 
the nose, disables lis game in the waters of Alaska. Only one 
test of the earlier pre sidents exce pt the first—was recognized by tl 
ror even an equal in political power, and he was a native of South Ca 
lhe city did not present to the committee of the House of Representa 


ace 


aspect which has been ascribed to its earlier histor Its glor 
ted, and the mourners went in silence about the streets. Despondenc 
uthe faces of men, and grief for what had passed was suppressed by appre! 
efuture. When aman reaches the summit of a hill, his i t 
escent on the other side. A surfeit of the necessaries of lit 
te cause of sudden death rhe people of South Carolina suth 
sperity and happiness, and the continual submission of those wl 
or to their constantly increasing demands, tempted them to heig f 
were sare to fall. Such an extraordinary and sudden change nece 
16 a subject of contemplation for every thoughtful visitor Phat whi 
tee saw in 1876 was the natural effect of this transformation, and what 
vere the muffled chimes that mark the inevitable change which occurs 
tended in its course with nothing but songs of joy. An investigation and ex}; 
tion of the causes of this change would be too much to expect of an: i 
mittee of the House of Representatives. The proper consideration of thes 
tant events that led to the prostration of a State once so powerful and pro 
opens an almost limitless tield for conscientious speculation and inqu 
sents a subject of investigation upon which the best interests of the 
the possibility of a republican form of government may ultimate! 
resolution of the House may have contemplated, if it did not dir 
this extended character; but neither the time nor the occasion f 
of such a duty was within the reach of the committee. The 
its members was the consideration of the actual, honest, and 
appointment of presidential electors, and the character and inte 
dents that attended such an exciting contest in the much-distur 
Carolina. 
During the late presidential election political excitement ran biz! | a 
that part of South Carolina bordering upon the sea, or what is u ale 
nated the lower tier of counties, as distinguished from the central and upper, ot 
ountainous portions of the State. The public disturbances consequent upon 
iolent conflict of politics and passions attracted the attention of the whole coun 
Among the most striking and prominent of these events, which affected the 
“litical character of the State, and indirectly that of the country, were— 


f 
I 
I 


na lite 


[he riot in King street, of the city of Charleston, the 6th of September, 
I. The Cainhoy riot the 16th of October 
Il. The riot in Broad street the 8th of November, the day following 
tial election. 

Chese incidents in the history of the city and county are not only i 

e temper of the times and the character of the people, but they n ‘ 
ered as Corian. in a material degree, affected the measures and policy adopted by 
6U parties in the management of political affairs. 
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bond de« 


There ar 


4 on tl 
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and who are 


white voting popnilat 
on to arrange and pu 
bonded oi als inthis Sta 
sname of the bondsma 


for which he b 
information is obli 


iis meeting, and we believe 
honorable democrat could 
il republican official in 


Rh. K. Scott was elect 
meeting and adopted nnanimous 


was ruled out by the committee 


bhey 


J 1 ‘ ats y } resolutions fittin 


e force. t . on : . . . 
laint was nu the ior tert i ‘ ( 1-«l . I re not with us are agal 

Lt people were o al l tial t tat = 

rifl I I vg i » ) t alk iven to democrats seeking 


SENTING $30,000,000 CAPITAI 
MMISSION MERCHANT 
yon, S. O., November 11, 187 
good worker in the democrat 
ialo Cal Vass. 
S. S. FRASER 
Chairman Democratic Executive Committee 





ependen 


} 
lman, bamed > 


1m 
‘ Ril 


epublicans 


hs. who p 
colored w 
se they fed 
trom the steaks, ar 
in party ] 
t who wo 
Chamberiain 
lL opposition Lhe lic was 
® intruders A row commen 
ined When Jenkins I 
endeavored to call 


protected them thou 


ved up Green st1 
tive men in each 
ind some missiles were 
rived, and the crowds 
16 man who was said to] 
disorder one of the police o 
ite democrat, the witness 


16 disturbance began abo 
il hours with violem rh 
+ was suspended the next day 
nt and angry partisanship, but n 
en parties are engaged, as these 
macy.’ That men should have rese 
ting upon their own wives and dang 
f 


tion Trom t 


inclation, or sought an explana 
we against them, ought to have been 
demned. 

rhe leader of the democrats, an 
rmwell, awhite man, who assists 


de a speech there himself, encouraged 
eches, and, although he knew that distur 
8 where these men had spol n, gave no ho 
led for no policemen to maintain order, but went 
democratic club meeting in case of trouble. Whe 
irs to have taken charge of the assembly until tl 
vn statement, he shot a policeman who came to ai 
nd who gave no provocation for the deadly assault made 
te democrat, who was killed by a pistol-shot, declared at 
ith that Barnwell shot him, and athird man, who was w 
alleged, was also shot by Barnwell. These were the o1 
iously injured. 
Chese facts prove conclusively that the managers of t 
to the responsibilities they assumed and were incompe 


assembly they had brought together. The mayor of 
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Q. D } tl ff hat ed at Cainhoy atar 
\ t ‘ ‘ ‘ 18 0 le of Oct ; 
: A itt 1 i ©, Su 
ted f | | Q. Wha did yon get there? 
; i s } I rt ea Po } I ed at the village of Ca 
j \ i half 7 ‘ 
i ) 1 weet , 
4 : t oe 
| 0 © me ) t u 
‘ : ‘ Mr. Stew rman 0 : : an sid ix 
i t ra ot ‘ y Wa ced as 
é t i LO Sp © Dis Lilie OU 
a 
\ } A I as to be half an hour to each Asso a Mr. J 
c \ band stopped iMr. \ 
5 ‘ i in 1 Mr. Mck ea 
! I i 1old b ¢ to the t ‘ 
| y a to 31n 
j (). \ i fi latform ? 
ta t ea ! tof t A. To i rhe won nou i says lhe democrats has t! 
‘ { ) I a I out I Ang I 
I I t aol it t ‘ 
I fteen ea \ a ti " 
y. W s at did i 
a t sa i a. 2 t Is like to the p f 
1 )( y i hiat “4 
qi \ ‘ i 
4 1 = ‘ 1 [ don't } vw 
M 1 l 0 said i I ‘ red men ru 
‘ , ' se ip a mt tieohel i 
d tus ug with the u und § 16 Of the white men drop; 
ea amid 
i l Q. We e men laid hold of v te en 
en A. Yes i ‘ et ey cuns, tl ins fired 
\ ! t ‘ ‘ { Phen I saw ¢ i n coming f 
s 0 Ww 4, a fte ‘ out of the bushes, I 
{ I ’ hs ard W e tl 
1 5 v bs t I sO ft ‘ rats 8a 
{ i ( pre . \I i ent was stal gow 
\ Dow [a t we ose tuuskets ar 
I l y with me I 
Mr. G \"\ wil from the crowd 
4 I M N row a ss 
ay Ww ' 
i il ba tot 
Ca Ave, u 
A t i ei "¢ 
' ¥ Was d i I ‘ iil A 
‘ « * ® * 
\I ( ’ ) 
' ‘ t fter McK 
e - ° . 
0) 1 ’ 
I ‘ ‘ ume out of thet 
M 
| I 
i | Bsr ta ‘ 3 3 
Q I< ta 1 I } 
i 1 i I rut Then 
‘ ta I Vanoud 1 t iin, Lonor littleen feet awa 
A \ 
) 5 run out and tell about these 
i aaW Lhe old in ta 
oe i ~ ‘ I 1y heard the report of the gun; t i 
4) i 1 m? l the report at a you saw tf ftec nm WwW 
, \ Vi ‘ » i to the NATIOF 
Mr. ¢ Phat was t wah stab ta tana ral 
v) h - I . 
y . ! ’ \ s s 
Phe . i 
I ‘ ana t J I. M lore t xa ed, (pages 25¢ ) 
| 
vas ‘ sink , os % +r | ] M BANKS 
j , . Pe ich 5 
t t. that ‘ \ A At present 1 ating Santee River, about fift n 
. t oO edo vounrTr le? 
ula t t ‘ A. Well, I have bec ] i eig en days. I belong 
I hears et yr, there was fifteen | Savannah Formerly Ive li lin Cha ston for four years, more or less 
4 Ques ‘ ht Q hati murage? . 
» here we ‘ ‘ n who tf A. I was born the Lof September, 1844; that makes me thirty-two y i 
1 was stan nt f estand, and could see 1 t thre the Q. Were you at the meeting at Cainhoy in October 
Question. Where wi © ot { in standing who f Answer. | A. I was. sir; on the 16th of October. * 
\ en OF tteen feet t lott I (ive n lo the rea I Y W it time did you get there 
Answer. be (iit ‘ vial isee Where the shot ca from ? A. TL left the city about nine o'clock in the morning on the boat, and I got t 
\ er. The shot « e f to I of the rear of t ’ I suppose, about eleven o'clock. 
I an, Cyr (ia 1 towne yy t I a ul ft} ©. Do you refer to arriving at the landing? 
nl ( ) “ the rT | . landing at Cainhoy v ag 
\ tv \) \ i \ ( W ( iyoug to the me I 
and in ‘ thet f the | | A. I tt we got there till about a few minutes of twelve 
YQ 1) ‘ ' \ Ne r;ie t Oo. W ell us what you saw or what you kuow of your own knowledy 
l pap i ( ‘ ‘ Tt that ont 
Mr. ¢ HILA | ) J us « ou heard the v e i ae | is a joint discussion between the republicans and democrats at ( 
‘ t I I i aw ! lt of I li was agreed upon here in the city to havea 
t i \ 1 - iw ot; Lsa ard | «¢ I @ they met The meeting was called to order sh 
f g I I ‘ «) I 1 ed to where vou 1 got t parties had arrived, by the republican chairman, C. ‘ 
‘ t nw ho | each one had a I I » The ! need to the democratic party that he was ready to oper 
we \ lu | i pointing their guns in that direction Ane | t I s forth their « rman to the stand and introduced to the 
‘ Yes, 8 dience Mr. Jerve Idon’t know his other name. Mr. Jervey suppose spoke al 
= tent . es and other witnesses upon this potnt j} half an hour, not interrupted at all by neither party. He was notified by M 
(Connor that his time was up. They had limited each speaker to half an li 
\ mM Sy ‘ exXa ed ‘ 3 254 |} When he was no i that his time was up they brought forth a man by the 1 
ar of McKinley as a republican speaker and introduced him the same, and he mou 
: stand d while he did that the band of music commenced to play \ 
) W he icKinley s getting ready to speak some one of the colored people said, ‘'S 
At M I Cour the music, and let's hear what our side has tosay.” The music stopped. McK 
( tahalf a minute when 8 me hollered out, * Look out, Mch 
le © goin’ to be killed I then turned my face towards an old weat! 
y. W ir age | | house, or carriage-house, as it is called, which was formerly used to keep hors 
A. Forty-thres | and carriages out of the wet when they came to the church, and there I saw about 
ra 
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teen or sixteen white men with old muskets in r hand I 1d lo ight | between wl 


gh the doors. There was two doors to it, and it ope i ht facing to the | ever atte 
and you could look right through it Phre 


nee Was in the rear of the door of the buildiz ; t ‘ t y ‘ was k 


wked as though they wanted to shoot s« 
as if they were wanting to use t 
nuts Atthat momen 

toward the swamp and 

1 around the speakers’ st 


a 
‘ 


rear of the buil and it 
d He was going toward tl 
j from the rear of tl 
(). Do you know from w! 
4. I don't know, sir; I ce 
» Did you see the man tl 
4. No, sir; I didn't see t 
guns in their hands; a1 
eard the report aud saw 1 
was shot and by whom he was sho 
my way to the church I met Mr. bx 
espeakers’ stand. Mr. Bowen said t 
se guus in their hands; yo and stop 
ton, and met Mr. Walker, wl 
» cried out two or three times 
s what looked to be an En 
nhisright hand. Inthatt 
» both sides; but T ge 
(). Did you see the man tl 
No, sir; I don't know 
ise | was at one end of 
Was there any disturbam 


going to shoot 


No, sir; they were 
Are you a republican ye 
Yes, sir 
Do you know whether the 
No, sir; I don’t think so 
coming from ten 
right at the sta 
On this occasic 
Hlad you any aris \ 
YO. Sil nething 
testimony above l 
wans. ‘The point of 
o tired th { 
fact 


pointing 


yen thre 
n-law, M 
disturbance 
the window 
Chis sury 
lance y 
re Was a col 
the hegro stoop do 
gianiry to draw ! 
239.) These were undor 
and Montmolin, ar 
Mr. Grimke says the det 
not to beararms. When 
ns.” (Page 231.) 
George Rivers Walker 
nony (pages 215, 216) h 
ou of the guns, and 
a party of young m 
vere a number of guns | 
istomed to take my 
in regard to these guns 
touch them unless there 
1 ex-ollicer of an org é 
s young men, and evidentl 
mmand, [mean that they « 
that he followed my advice ri 
or were they seized until the ne 
u & bavyonet-charge 
but there is other testimony 
occurred, which will aid the 
ith Carolina require an ingue 
of every person who sutlers 
cerning those killed in the 1 
est, properly certified, was offerc 
petent testimony It is, ’ 
nority, as important testim 
liry required by law, by oflicers appointed fort 
0 participated in the meeting and the 
transaction, and all of whom, with the 
and perhaps one other, were democrats 
rhis testimony contirms that given 
trusted to the committee of the House. 


NOTES FROM OFFICIAL COPY OF TESTIMONY 
CAINHOY, OCTO! 


Thomas 8S. Grimke said he did not know who 
mons, nor whether the wound was from th 
came to the ground he went to the left of the stan 
u the rear of the weather-house, to ascertain the 
found them quiet, good-natured, and willing to listen 
few minutes when some one on the right of the stam 
pistol was fired, by whom he did not know, but from the 
stand, the open building or weather-bouse being on the 
gun in the woods at the rear of the stand, and then, heat 
men, he looked up, and directly through the weather-hous 
armed white men. The crowd in his neighborhood—he was 
men—began to move to the south. A numberof shots were t 
the men who had the guns rushed out of thi ith end of the 
ui, and the firing became general. He moved to the 
worth and south, and feeling a pressure against | 
uled negro fall to the ground, the blood spout 
Don't know who shot him. After the death of tl 
stopping the riot, and retreated to the rear of the vest: 
one killed, but he was not killed by the first shot. The 
fifty to two hundred passengers on the steamer. Saw 
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{ ‘ ‘ at r « 
ft tt } t« 
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3 h h Sta t 8, as ce 4 
I ‘ t or t i ‘ 
¢ wa , 
the old weathe 
4 i the into the w 
i ate for the of ] 
I ¢ He } nl 
} ft . i i McK 
i i I 
I fort e « 
f 3 } ‘ slipy 
{ } old « aa j 
\ ed 1 I ed their I 
I in tot ! the d 
v dt i ‘ 
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4 When 
a ‘ rl twa ‘ 
[ 3 V t 
tyears. | 
I { I 
} ' 
| ‘ 
i t 5 »7 pr i t 
i probable 
t yn Tac 
I : cS d 
tr und t 
s ‘ ‘ equa ‘ 
i pt 1 wW ont 
i ( i not ive ‘ i 
I ed democrats 
‘ i i . t re, have d ‘ 
might I et 
t ha I of the same } 
Tre the moment 
Lhe SAW eve 
t a ts te ‘ 
‘ t | 1 I 1e8, did not ¢ 
A 
\ “i 
} t e! ed | s 
i t lle « i 
‘ olf lt 
ul ’ t test my 
\ Wal holly on account of 1 
I , ed h weay ditlerent k 
i Z { Chure general | 
‘ ifs ‘ nued itil the polls « losed, and s 
Phes ca of ition that were present 
und ¥ acke ) \ A POsitiv nony 
eV ‘ el t and the te was equally ¢ 
l Lh st called was t 1 inct cha ® electlol i 
Llis ¢ nati rl i en tire, as follows, (pa 120.) 
sH.R f 5 ] S ma 1 6xan 1 
By Mr. Banks, (pa 101 
ra nm. W t pr + ant? 
\ I votea ‘ Loy Saint At ew Porish 
Q. Did you have anything to do with ‘ i this State this year] 
A. | is 
4). Are you a rep b in? 
A.la rrepu | 
0 L ve da P 
- net chairman the 1 blican party in Saint Andrew's Pa 
( wet of the er s revards order and decorum ? 
os; rood. Iwas re from the dawn of day until, 1 suppose, between t 
na eizht, or « tand1 o'clock, So far as that part was « 
‘ | i the 7 1 s interested in the election, and I staid 1 
it the ] I di t come from the polls. There was loud talking, & 
‘ and at one time I did hear a controversy between two men. I understood 
were quart r about a check or something, and I told them not to make 
a ea n he door, and they went away ® 
(). Were there any people armed there, and, if 80, how many, and what were 
al sf 
A. There were no persons armed, except in this way: I saw no ammunition. I 
Raw persons W home-} es, such as they carry to shoot bears with. There wer 
no guns there l. In fact, Iw wi Mr. J. D. Murphy tothe door, and asked 
him to show me anything of that kind, if he saw it. 





Q Did you see revolvers ? 

A. There was only two pistols that I saw there in the course of the day. Murp 
and I had « I had mine out and showed it to him to let him see that 
yuld not possibly be used, because it was broken. 

Who was Mr. Murphy? 


ested party on 


vd one 








A Hie was an inte e democratic 


: vart there ; as spectator only 
Q. Were there people the 


e whe had clubs, and, if 60, what sort of clubs were 





W here we! 
A In the woods, 
©. What sort of sticks did these px 
A. Sticks about an inch thro 

Were there any women about there 
There were. 








) 
A 

(). Were they armed in any way # 

4, There was not one on the ground | 

(). You felt interested, as chairman of the « 

A. I did, sir; and also pledged n f 

Q. In regard to this controversy that you rd 
e spoken, will you tell us { © mK 

A. One of the parties I was not a uted 

ve often seen him before; his1 s Jam 


1, a man that belongs to our coi 
Q. What is your « pany # 
A. The militia company, 





Q. Was the militia company on parad tia 

\. They wasn't; they came thei 

©. Tell us about this dispute be ‘ 1 
what time inthe morning it wa 





A. It was between ei; 





to where they was and told them i 





riot. that our work would be of 1 a i lt t « 
ng, that all our energies would be f ing Phe 
eck, and I begged the to disperse f i th ‘ 
(). What wast cher ib 
A. I didn’t see I] don't anyt it t ] 
say “ phosphate chec I ‘ 
{ raboutit. Lheard S ls ) 








k,”’ and I don’t know anythi ‘ i 
>). Did they go away ? . 
A. They went off at my command 
(). Did you see any trouble, or do you of a t f ul 
tween those two men afterward 


} 
A. Ldidn’t, sir. Mr. Murphy, Capt ] i 





Lihat they had beat James Grant, and f il 
furphy, if it is so, it is | md my know 
(). There was no quarrel or fight between t 10n the ¢ 1 | 
A. No, sir; never 
(). At this poll was there more disturbance or less 
rs ordinarily at polls 
\. We all concluded that it was the most pea ‘ 
« the war was over. 
(). Do you know whether anybody ¥ p nted from 
i hear any complaint of t 
\. There was no one prevented from vot i 
| just as they chos Of « 





‘ aid democr 
but, neverthele 





we i | 
(). Was the conversation you heard out 
\ t Was Just a8 Usua.ly occurs al 













By Mr. BAN 
( stion. You said you wer 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
©. How long did von sa mum had 


I suppose about « 
QO. Why ) 
\. Well, sir, M Bo 


democratic party t 





JIENRY DRAYTON (colored) s nandexa { i 
By Mr. BANKs: 
Question. How old are you ? 
Answer. I guess about twenty-nine t 1 
(. Where do you live # ; ’ 
In Saint Andrew's Pari 
How long have you lived thers 
I have been li i 
What is your business { 
Tam a farmer. 
Do you own your own land ? 
Not yet sir. 





{ 








A 
) 
A 
) 
A 
0 
A 
A. You are working on a plantat 
A. Yes, sir; a little farm ther 
). Where do you vote 

A. I vote at the Red-Top church, in Saint A Ep 
). Were you there at the last presidentia 
A 

) 





{ 
( 
I was, sir. 
). Did you hold any office or have any particular dut 
A. I was appointed a deputy United Siats 

Q. Let me ask you, then, if your were about there all da 

A. All day, sir. 

(). What time did you arrive? 

A. I arrived there a little before six o'clock in the mor ’ 

(. How late did you stay # 

A. I staid there until after eight o’clock that night 
closed. 

Q. Did you come away from there during that time ? 

A. No, sir; I was there all day 

Q. Did you take notice of what was going on? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q. State to the gentlemen of the committee how it was 4 
order and peace; whether there was an 

A. It was quite noisy all day until about half past nine ten 
I heard a little contradiction between Small and James ¢ om 
Was saying about the stealing of a phosphate-check. I didn’t even y f 
further conversation from them, seeing they was very near the poll. I went 
them and I said, ‘‘ Gentlemen,[ want you to understan | 
marshal, to see justice and peace around this poll to-day, and I ask you n 
any disturbance or fuss around this poll ose that haven't any busir 
must disperse and go home ;” and then the valked and I went and t 
back and stood upon the step. Afterward I heard that there was some trou 

Q. Was there anything said about voting between Grant and Small 

A. Not a word that I heard on that day ; not g except what Cay 
said to me, that they was after Grant about his voting. I said, ‘No, that 
what the fellow was after.” 
Q. In regard to the general behavior of the people in and tell 





Lthat lam 





pointe 
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\ \ G 
oO 
Q. 1 and S | 
{ I is 
A t ( t 3 g Small of st 1c} 
i t I ig, and a 
t tl a y and t 
rt ind | ight th 
il Was no place >have a nd so th venta 
( I i 
I 4 ty mar 1 there at the poll 
W 9 ; 7 
A f ll t got on to short ta ‘ 
( ‘ slver on S 
‘ 
I + . 
( ‘ i ? 
‘ I ) of an then wl 
- » on Grant in the tume when 
( ( . ? 
A. j i “ 7 1+} the crowd collected qu 
t vad l val l vrs ll and tl t 
G ta »and had a genera 
q. Att 8 art pe Was there any 
r subies ides the check ¢ 
( said a ] af 
Q. } said about you are a dem it, orar 
1 
QO. I v t wl they t o-qnarters of a from the | 
at 1 ; 
a t w yout the check 
Q. W ia I sd g whole day? 
bum ga . 6 that da 
Q. How { t vor su away, do you think ? 
I wa t } r 
( t the voters at that poll f 
I t 1 ! 
) brid ‘ L 4 4 alt Wis nuy to vole t i 
} 
4. Noes 
Q. I T le tl tha Kets, ZuUNS, C1UDS, OF st 5 
Asn ‘ ¥ valking-s ~ 
© at > ‘ Ww ; 
A con stick tt e of thumb. Some of them mens has g 
< rsticka ralane like 
GO). Wer I i ‘ l » there? 
A { s ‘ I vy had s ‘ iits to sell tothe men 
q) ast ALY npa there! 
A. No,s 
J MO ] 1) sworn @ 
I Mr. BANKS: 
oO \ ado > 
In Red-1 Saint Andrew's Parish 
i) \\ a mr ' 
4 ‘ as 
(). How long ha Ss v's Parish 
0 ten yea 
) 3 Vi i ess } 
A Ss t ' 
( \ L} nt at the election ? 
4 Yes 
OG. 3 1 office there 
A. Yes, si 
©. What was It? 
A. Manager, sir 
Q. Are you a republican 4 
A. Yes 
Q. Wha et to the p in the morning ? 
A. A 
Q. Did y? 
A. Ye . 
oO. W 1 be } é h to state to co © whether there wasa 
( a t 1 4 ‘ ’ it, men or Women, rep 
ns oO r t iW { tof a disturba é wt 
A. d \ »disturba t the p ull day 
Q. 7 ‘ is no quarreling about politic sxbout a man’s being a democr 
al ? 
A. Not in my f at the poll 
Q. W peacel 1 issembly 
A. ¥ ager there, and thing went or 
yt ‘ l en to 
~ QO. Did ¢ about a disturbance between Small and Grant ? 
A. N w anyt y about it—the way of it 
Q. Was there any military compa bout there during the day ? 
A. No, sir; I never seen any about there all day. I was inside, and never ha 
cl to come out 7 
yu belong to the military company in that precinct ? 


Ww 


d 


' 





Do you know of any par: 
A. The ¢ n of the company ordered them not to take ont any arms that 
©. Were tl any men or wom epublicans or democrats, a 
ith shot-guns or pistols, there at that poll? 
\. No, sir; notin my presence. I never seen any such thing. 
. Any clubs or sticks that were unusual for men to carry ¢ 

1 


il 
the presence of the poll, sir 


} 
wnt I 





ere 





By Mr. COCHRANE? 
Q. Do you know Captain Latham ? 
A. Iam well acquainted with him. 
(. Tle was pretty badly scared ? 
A. Idon't know. He didn’t seem so. 
in't have no dread of nothing. 
«). When did he tell you that? 
A. To the box. 
Q. How did he come to tell yon that he 
A. He told me that when the bo 
} 


how the clection went along 


He was to the box that day with me. 


He told me that he was satisfled; that 


“didn’t have no dread of nothing?” 


x was closed ; he told me that he was well plea 


rmed that d 




















ive said tha 
t have no dre 
nt state w il 
hing was dk 
yto yout 
sir; he told me i 
Then he did not say to you that he 
Irbe way how he spoke to me was that 
| ld that he was satistied. 
Q. Did he tell you that he “ didi 
A. He didn’t tell me that he ha 
«). Then when you told me af 
Jno dread of nothing yom ¢ 
\. | was correct so tar as that vy 


ArcHIgE MANIGAULT (color 
By Mr. BANKS: 


Onestion. Tow old are you? 
Answer. About thirty 
«). Do you live at Red-Top Chure 
A. Yes, sir 
0. How long have you 
A. About Six years, now 
(). What is your business ? 
A, Farming 
Q. Do you belong to the milit 
A. Yes, sir. 
). Have you any office in i 
A. Yes, sir. 
©. What is it? 
\. Captain. 
(). Were you at the polls on electior 
A. Yes, sir. 
©. What time did yon 
I cot there about half 1 
Did you stay there all day # 
Yes, sir. 
Will you have the kindness to s 
rbance there ? 
Not at the polls 
Or about there ? 
Yes, sir; I saw somet} 
le from the poll 
Were there any ar 
mocrats } 


lived there ? 


ars not to turr eut 


lL you give them any orders not. t 
, sir; I told my men not to tut 
Does the law ¢ nyt 
No, sir; it do 
Were 


ow 
No 
W ere 
ly quarrel 

No. ail 

Or swore at them? 

No, sir 

Or fought them ? 

No, sir. 
(). Well, now, about, the 
sit between Grant and 5 
A. Yea, sir. 
(). Did you see it? 
A. Yes, sir. 


(). Tell us what you saw 
A. Grant accused Si 
acked Grant in the ro 
he told him to give } 
Grant drew a pistol anc 
vith astick that he] 
6 the fight was, ar 
I sto assist Sn 
After we got there and 
ptoit; but I didn't 
] ad stopped the 
1 voice in there to stop 
them to stop this fuss, and fo 
the road, and get through voting 
where the fuss was, and voted ar 
Q. Was there apy woman there 
A. Yes, sir. 
(. Who was she? 
A. IT don’t know who she was 
there and told these men to go off 
(). Was there anything said about politics in this fight? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether Grant was a democrat or a1 
A. No, sir; I don't know what he was. 


+ 


LABOR 8TR 


There was another alleced case of “intimidation” f 
entitled to consideration. It occurred in Colleton C 

A rice-planter was the sufferer. Mr. J. B ll’s ma 
on page 8 of tke second part of the testimony, as viewed 
eight plantations, and employed eight hundred gI 
jroes were outspoken,” he 1, “ they l ly 


the polls.” They were willing and ready 
politics.” They did whip them. Twent 
democratic club in Colleton County wer 
proof with him—the best proof—“ the whippe , 
had the negroes, but he had what was better, a photograph—‘‘a 
taken just efter he was whipped.” He did intend to send it to I 
show the condition of political affairs in South Carolina, but he di 
was prodneed and he outdid his likeness. The photograph co 
facts. He admitted—Mr. Tony Coker was | nar that 
about fitveen miles from home 
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I t I self i 
‘ ( 1¢ : + 
( I t 6 I t } | } of ¢ and 
a i t t I t l 
} 1 r | arts \\ 
i i 5 
, g oof 1 | I 
» « a ‘ ; 
e they 7 } n ! 
! | I I 1 t stop th these tl 
». | I ‘ I ( t t e tl m t 
I 1 ld 
‘ t I t fraid 
} 5 I ct | ‘ I l ipon 
t »doso, At this time the club w 
i : rowd. 
( owd, The crows 
i l Ith ( out, and 
t rd Mr. R I 
! I ‘ ind had all ri 
i but that if 
t ) | t I s called there f 
f cr and I A l to 
} 1 Xf, BA 
i oO 7 a ea tn comer ant ? 
‘ ' , : , bi ‘ 
' | sige Bae P : 
‘ i; ow { :. me i 
| ie roa horseback 
‘ i ©o.] I ; 
| A. No ! aid ther l after t o'clock. Very near] { 
1 went b | 1 
i 1 any knowledge ot f that a labor so. ( ( 
{ i ‘ 
\ I a T > +} conati n. 
‘ - oy ; neoplo? 
hs 2 1M nd one of their eetings on the Beanfort 
i ¢ | t | ( ‘ es di ng line, and the riot 
Q ( j ‘ ( They org ed a socict it t 
: f ; er per a Piao 
‘ | f or for ] than a dol und a 
‘ ( 
xf 
\ 
| o7 a 
| ; 
} —— 
O 
‘ ( ti iin re i i 
t ‘ ihan a ¢ Liar 
) i ere With men wh 
: ‘ VY socle i s | 
that if ar ody « 
i int own | 
\ Ss «hl avo 
( 1 marehed away. 
( j A I ( tins t t ) h wages other me 
; | ‘titan 12 tt for r wages or for nothi if they pleased; that otl 
\ i } 4 we ree a were 
. ce ie | Q. | I to R n? 
: ak io 1 eV ] th ting, and I took the train and camo on to ( 
‘ 8 ' i}, J a 
; | By the Cuaremay, [Mr. 
| i Q. DD 1 know of some colored men being able to cut two acres of rice in ada 
t f The | \. [do not to my k \ ‘ 
not sper Q. Do you ki f women le to do it? 
al * know what I have heard them selves. Ihave never 
I i em on ark pia ilon, Or Lad ab ng »> do wit om 
{ t { I l y i . T “fT T 
‘ i i e kot 
; . that} Q. W se color 1 at Bissell’s Store a militia company ¢ 
V I nor \. No, sir; I did not see an arm in the hands of a single individual; they a 
< ‘ I tlw i ‘ 8 t 
I t I ret ‘ | ©. Yo 1id a while ago in your examination-in-chief that if it was necessar 
I t . ] ett ni Remley you would summon the mili yas there a militia 
I } it oT i! 
; } \. Tmeti 10n the ground that bel ed to the mi ’ 
I ki ' Q. Wast oa comp in p 
7 st. 7 A. Yes, sir; that is the w: i came to be nt for When r’s 
I r ANKS 0 led in a building about three weeks before, I w aud released t 
\) i I mT I t< i ‘ l i \ 
\ I ] I s i Mr. BANKs , Mr. Chairman, that the facts stated by Mr. Smalls in t! 
‘ 8 ele , ‘ £ tof his t MOT iwhich t reporter was directed not to take d 
: lt @ people t that on the previous day Mr. Bissell had had the 
t »s called out to drive these people back into the field and compel them to wi 
| t md had t i | be rted 
I I \ ‘ en to be est Che CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Cocnrane.) The witness having detailed his conversat 
V ‘ ‘ 3 omen Vv with t white men within the building, and having given what they said in r 
‘ to ta the | of Mr. I ence ren¢ of the the Chair thinks it but fair that 
l I I iley t ‘ t | State he colored pe in his judgment hearsay, should be 
j ( t er than |! < and i I t same is adm 
i 4 | 1 up with Mr. Banks. I will not ask for this to be admitted as a charity, but claim it 
I i c I ther I and I withdraw it on that ground. 
\ ! e had aw nt for four colored Che CHATRMAN (Mr. CocnraNe.) The testimony will be admitted if desire 
! \ a I ‘ t lt t | General BANKs; the question is not one of charity at all. 
) IL asked him Mr. BANKS. er mind; I will not press it. 
‘ lL. H i that miley Q. (To the witness.) State what you know about the strikes in Beaufort Co 
‘ f } ‘ ea ca IT asked him had A. I will state that I was on my way to attend a political meeting in Barn 
t I him e out | Count While I ut the depot at Buford, Mr. Davenport, the telegraph-op 
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mt-ro 

a to Gar 
ind sixt tt 

and about 
went I nd ked m about 

And they These rebels he 
vent into the yard, and Captain Eliott was 
tnd at the back de r 


RMAN 

same Captain 
but th 

| was doing 
sheriff in making arrest Nd him that I did not 
l if he harge of tl nand | 


egram al tead this lave beer 


the arrests that a ecessary, and to restore 


ld do so, and did not net 1 sclubs to assist mo it 


Mr. BANKS 


» read the telegram 
the telegram, sir By that time, Mr. Sams, the she 


? 


al 
if he had summoned these men as @ posse, and he said 
he could not make arrests with them Then Mr. Elliott said 
Ir. Fuller's property, which was the mill and t 
Sams went out, got a horse, and rode down the 1 
ardner’s Corner towards Combahee Ferry, and ther 
oto three hundred colored men and women. It 
at Mr. Sams had warrants issued for by Mr. H 
e men were charged with the wh pping of one 
rking for checks. I went intothe crowd, and the 
hen we went among them first I spoke to them ai 
ues. I told these seven men to answer totheirnames at 
their names were called, and they held up their han 
t of the crowd, and they came out and went to Mr. Sams 
up to Mr. Fuller's office, which was in the same store 
to Yamasee and the nearest trial justice being fourteer 
were taken there Mr. Sams told them to go1 
by themselves Phe next morning they had a 
mself withdrew the charges against them, acknowledgil 
+ tl rule agreed upon in their s ‘ty: and the tri 
ve gota little abead of my stor Phe 
+ store, and [invited Mr. Coleock to speak to them ¢ 
d there and listened to both myself and Go 
When we got through the crowd disbanded and 
iknow whether or not these labor-societies were 


» the laboring people alone 
\. All L know about it is what I have stated before and y 
(). You saw the constitution and read it 
A. Yes, sir. 
Was there anything in it about politics 
Nothing whatsoever, sit 
as there anything in it about the interests of 
It was altogether about the labor subject 
| piece of paper, and read this way We sl 
wand a half an acre, nor we shall not work for 
lit had no reference to political matters whatevet 
thing that I know of. I never heard that it had | 


nittee-room to-day 


t} 


Was there anything said about politics at the meeting at 
ok« 
No, sir ; it was completely upon the labor question—the 
y reference to interfering with any person as to his vote 
s than they did 
And in your speech you did not refer to politics? 
Inno shape or form. The week after there was to be a 
tace plantation, and I will say that lasked Mr. Fuller and 
1 not come ont and address the meeting. On that day tl 
Courier sent areporter from Charleston to report the m 
Did vou hear from Captain Elliott who it was that order 
tect Mr. Fuller's property 
Iie said first that he was there on a t 
fsaid that he did not want them, ‘he then si 
s property 


THE BROAD-STREET RIOT, CHARLESTON, NOVT 


election of the 7th November was a remarkably quiet ons 

oini precincts. The full republican vote was polled as 

‘clock in the morning. Every voterof both parties was brong 
nin other parts of the county passed off without disorders of any 
no occasion for the actual interposition of the troops in any case 


it is conceded, was productive of beneficial results. General ILun 


led the troops, reported to the Government at Washington tha 
| the veting-places and found everywhere that up to near the close 
ood order prevailed. In the evening one or two noisy partisan crow 
t the polls and marched through some of the streets ; but as a whol 
tiet and peaceful through the night. Nothing unusual occurred on We 
morning, the &th November, and the troops were ordered to theircamp at S 
erville, The United States marshal, Mr. Wallace, reported at noon that ¢ 
ng was perfectly quiet. The city authorities made the same report 
al business-houses, where inquiry was made by the officer in comn 
oops, represented the city to be perfectly quiet and peaceful rl 
owds gathered about the bulletins of the newspaper offices, but nothin 
done to indicate or cause disturbance 
Dispatches were received indicating the triumph of the democratic part 
State and national elections. More or less excitement occurred, and soor 
lizht oceurred near the Charleston Hotel, but it was soon suppress 
¢, who made some arrests. Later a fight oceurred in Broad street, ne 
‘ews and Courier office, and the troops were recalled. In both cases tir 
were brought into use. White citizens, with arms, began rapidly to mak 
ppearance. Notice was sent to the officer in command of the Federal troops tl 
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1 ‘ i can be an afiair ‘ 
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y ’ l iat cle yn ‘ } 
' | 
‘A ¢ ‘ 11 do it 
O. Wha t | he « f < I t iun_d South Ca na 
q ‘ wit ' l r cals 
‘ A at thi i i 4 i 1 all C4 nul 
I brief statement of the princ il nts connected with the prosidential 
‘ ‘ t ~ ( l I is a i itive of tacts 
a en oft irties engaged therein. It was a 
‘ of me l ting different in 
i} t been ‘ u | so deter ned that 
1 r ,comy triumph, and an 
i ld } el n the disappointment 
ot t of both p 3 ] I 
t n recone) ert cont il 
Po t ‘ t t 
} Tor ft al I b ¢ I 
t t I es of « and t ital necessities of tl 
and purp ta 1 the w P 
} i | i i] . the uT 
! mt 3 int ( nd county of Charleston and 
( t f ‘ ction of the State i an majority ot 
I LD f Charleston, if maint mld probably 
rty int ite, and possi Uni 1 
| I tf tr 1 n the demo 
1 t p i rint State ar might 
loft G 1 ! t result | 
1 la < esa e directed 
I i Vi i I land 
at | t Vl ‘ crat I ts at 
Pr ption p laborers 
l | t 1 las an ) 
{ i ’ I real t is I 
t rh ule did 
r tl lf revo 
ca yt 1 tyorr 1 
t is f tot i es ormed p 
u i publ I tan round 
i . ' c f tudy id ported | ch 
i rs }) 1 total ! Eve expectation was 
‘ te ] | ated, eve ippea I irded bribe re 
it « I \ s of Vy sa ine hopes, it 
i t The cau lengt It 
' ite or tri ate t ! it «le tL ther Ne ition, In 
} t for h they 1 tb 1 pre vlad 
had y tort I t whe 
1 ‘ I ho were exp cted to yield to menace and violence 
{ isted and ted them; and the la 
} 1 s t in a ¢ States, upon 
f ‘ as dep t dl rifh iat 
¢ or »> the 1 s of vwticed in 
t ™ 1 ber of the intellectual 
wa th u Xpectedt 1 umped 
Fede 1 
| method t ht ha 1 t ad, which was, in fact, ap 
. el t f p le most inte lin the result of this strug 
pea ul perity, but which was not 
ms tl ed trol t direction of affairs they 
t t n of 1 I he recogniti of constitutional obh 
! rybody | wor form, and the guarantee to others of the 
h they t ed. But + Was not approved It was 
’ enera I is that t p lar vote, very much to the 
t t Ilouse, was found tohave given a clear, un 
fo lectoral ticket, and, as the undersigned b 
have vi ip red of the processes and results of 
ad restricted sit tt to the ballot of the citizens of the State 
~ nt for all useful purposes 
party of S Carolina is @ minority of the people, and 
] ) ) wvernments by which we can expect or 
tor qual toa major n ber. Would it not 
itter « ippointment, so many battles 
! 24 ‘ estroyed,” to try 
ther me MoT’ tice than violence, more amenity 
t t i 1 ly of desert than demand ? 
I \ A ert bloo Success, to be assured, must 
t I he eq ble ins to be serviceable 
2uthority ) respected ist represent a higher power 
M nt t ese m of governments 
< t ‘ 1 anc ‘ ha 1 bee! nle to create them 
Tanta m ] tum conder autem 
| t or it cost ) 1 imperial Ro 
I ! le t I of consider n of mankind than those 
| ‘ s i Ca 8s less dependent on her own 
‘ t and in that eternal court where 
I 0 ’ rates, and jurors are not 
prese emned. Her policy is provin 
« her n, sordid, and degenerate und her theory of 
t t ul ery There is nothing in the position or 
1 pm race t challenges sympathy or commands respect ; | 
. measures they propose that promises peace to the people or security 
l R ! t l slation they recommend or the theory 
tt sor promotes the spirit and power that 
La tr 3 to « ‘ t { ‘ tration of wise | 
a) LAWS ARI i A I IE SPUR OF A 
I A A ee I Of THE FUTURE 
I ‘ E ANI i THE MANNER 
\ l INA li A ks 


N. Pr. BANKS, 
[ember of the Committee 
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The Electoral Count. 


SPEECH OF HON, A. T. WALLING, 


OF OLTO, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Varch 1, 


The House having under consideration the electoral vote of Wisconsin- 

Mr. WALLING said: 

Mr. SPEAKER: Inthe tenminutesallotted tome to close the del 
the last State to which objection can be made, I do not intend t 
cuss the proposition contained in the resolution of the gentleman { 
Wisconsin, [ Mr. LYNDF, ]as that has been fully done by the hon 
gentleman himself, but I desire first tosend tothe Clerk’s desk to be r 
a communication I have received from the city of New York sinc 
gentleman from that city [Mr. Woop] has become the leader of 
republican party on this tloor, (laughter, ] to show that not all, at 
of the business men of that city, the men who are interested i: 
contest, have agreed to this transfer of the democracy to the ot 
party to save their ducats. 

Phe Clerk read as follows: 


1777. 











New York, February 
Dear Sin: We wish to indorse the request made by Peter Duffy, of | 
County, O that you * Thwart the thieves at all hazards,” and prevent t 
ageous counting in of a usurper as President. We consider it the duty of 
American citizen to himself, and above all to his country, to use every 
prevent such a result 
With great respect, yours, &<« 
ELTON JORDAN, 285 Broadway, New York 
J.C. SCHAUBER, 120 Broadway, New York 
THEO. H. BABCOCK, 2-5 Broadway, New York 
HENRY ATTERBURY, 460 Pearl street, New York 
JNO. A. DUPREE, 224 West Twenty-sixth street, New ¥ 
tOBT. B. ATTERBI 209 Dean street, Brooklyn 
R.S. HAWXHURST, 347 Pacifie street, Brooklyn 
J. W. BOND, 320 West Eighteenth street, New York. 
L. FRIDLANDER, 233 West Thirty-sixth street, New York 
M. BERGMANN, 116 West Forty-fourth street. 
Hon. A. T. WALLING 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. WALLING. As a further part of my remarks, I send up 
telegraphic dispatches which I desire to have read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


{ Dated Philadelphia 


I 
i 


November 10, 1876. Received at Washington, D. C.,N 
ber 10, 1576, 2.16 p. m 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Washington 


To Gen 


D.C. 





Instruet General Augurin Louisiana and General Ruger in Florida to be + 
th the force at their command, to preserve peace and good order, and to s 
the proper and legal boards of canvassers are unmolested in the performa 


dutic 
sick 


their 


Should there be any grounds of suspicion of fraudulent count 
it should be reported and denounced at once No man worthy 


| oflice of President would be willing to hold the office if counted in, placed thet 


| fraud. Either party can afford to be disappointed in the result, but the co 


| cannot afford to have the result tainted by the suspicion of illegal or false ret 
|" U.S. GRAN 
| —— 
{Dated Centennial Grounds, Philadelphia, November 10, 1876. Received at \ 
| Department, November 10, 1876, 2.12 p. m.] 
} General SHERMAN 
Washington, D. C. 
Send all the troops to General Augur he may deem necessary to insure ¢ 
quiet and a peace able count of the ballots actually cast rhey may be taker 
| South Carolina unless there is reason to suspect an outbreak there. The pres 
of citizens from other States, 1 understand, is requested in Louisiana, to sex 
the board of canvassers make a fair count of the votes actually cast. It ist 
hoped that representatives and fair men of both parties will go. 
U.S. 
| Mr. WALLING. I present those telegrams for the purpose of « 
| tending the assurance they convey to our southern brethren, who s 
| to have abandoned the northern angl western democracy on this 0 
} sion, that all their expectations, all their hopes will be fulfill: 
There cannot be a possibility of doubt that if Nicholls is governo 
| Louisiana, Tilden is Presidentof the United States. Packard receive 
| several hundred more votes for governor than did Hayes for Pres 
| dent. He was counted in by the same returning board that count: 
the State for the Hayes electors. If Hayes be President, bow mu 
more certainly is Packard governor. To suppose otherwise—to sup 
pose that Hayes can recognize the Nicholls government—is to assu! 
that the President about to be counted in will act as absurdly as 
man who having purchased an estate should burn his deed, the on 
} muniments of his title, before the same was recorded. 
| As for myself I can only say, that I have done all I could; have as | 
| think performed my whole duty in trying to prevent the consumma- 
| tion of what I believe to be a frand upon the solemnly declared v: 
dict of the American people, committed by a commission appointed 
under a law of this House, with three judges at its head, who, for- 
| getting the high duty they owed to themselves and to their conntry 
and to right and justice, permitted themselves to be made partisa! 
| of, and voted in that condition as they would vote at the polls f 
the election of a constable. I can only say that I disclaim thei 
acts. I was one of those who voted for the bill under protest. 
| also voted at the election in November last, under the election law 
| of my State which permitted me to vote, but in doing it I did not 
' bind myself not to disclose any frauds in my own State ; and in vot- 
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ing for this bill I did it in the full faith that these judges, the hig] alone by another libation, the soone conti ed le Of 
est judicial officers in the land, when evidence of the frauds was | all the ocean of blood shed in her name not one dt p | et ‘ 
tendered to them, would hear the testimony and decide upon it. That | There is no soil so sterile where t will not take 1 There is no 
would have been becoming their position. I have been disappointe: tyranny so secure as to be 3 ‘ here is ‘ 

) that, and finally the time has come when a man who has not had | ruption which can res s clea y powei | ' erty has 
, majority of votes, who was defeated by more than one-quarter of | made her refuge, and he she will remain forever Her prot on 
4 million, is to be counted in by a national returning board through | and perpetuation are contided to the det ra Che sacred trust is 
the action of a majority of its members. recognized and will be gu lw ealous care Whatever sa 

Yes, sir, this great wrong will be consummated. A man repudi- | fices are necessary, they v be mad Whatever demands are ¢ 


ated by the people will be elevated to the most enviable position | acted, they will be met 
on this earth by a national returning board. It may be deemed of 
feusive to speak of the electoral commission as areturning board. I 
concede that the infamies perpetrated in Louisiana, South Carolina, | Appropriations 
and Florida by the men who composed the returning boards in those 


States have brought the term into merited ill-repute. It has become | (PWM \ 1, Now Q Y 
ottensive to all honest men, and is used in ridicule of justice. It is si I A I I ( | I( YN ° \ ° o. I( VL M A N, 
ynonymous with mockery. With a full appreciation of the acts | OF INDIANA 


LNDLANA 


which have made the expression disreputable, the electoral com 






































ission can be called little else than a national returning board. | IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wherein has it met the public expectations? Wherein has it sought | 
to discover fraud or unearth villainy? Wherein has it answered the March 3, 1877, 

surposes of its creation? What act has it done which justice sanc- | 
tions or truth approbates? Not one. With a blindness close akin to | o riat t 

idness, With obdurate wickedness and intent to perpetrate wrong, Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker. in the closing hour of the Fort v-fourth 
step by step it has proceeded to the consummation of a fraud which | Congress, a period in which the subject of refo pul ann 
had its conception in deliberate malice against the laws, the Consti- | ture has rise ibove all ot ane except. dut the 

ution, and the verdict of the people. | session, that of the pr i ession, a ef re 

Wherein does its action differ from those of the returning boards of | ween acco! shed v t be deemed inappropriate 

e enslaved States. Has right been more respected or justice more | In the ordinary course of leg on the eleven great apni : 
observed ? Have the promises which were given in the discussion | bills, based upon the estimat if the various Depart , 

the measure which created it been fulfilled? Has the faith which ported to the House by the Committee on Appropriation ville 

as born of the special pleadings of those republican Senators and | all of the necessary expenditure of the Government for ‘ | 
Congressmen who urged the adoption of what they were pleased to | succeeding fiscal year, and these, with the miscellaneous a 

erm the great measure of pacification been kept ? No, sir; the bills that may be pas ( race the « eexpend ire 
sromises were delusive. The faith has been violated. As I walked | ized by each suceessi ssion of Congress. The eleve rea 
hrough the Rotunda to-day I was impressed with the thought that | are those making appropriations in detail for per Post-O 
inderneath my feet were imprisoned the men who had stolen the vote | De partment, fort ific itions, co ir and diploma i M 

f a State. Wells and Anderson, Casanave and Kenner, reprobates, | itary Academy, Indian service, deficiencies, naval, sundry ¢ d 

» lost to every sense of shame, so guilty of corrupt practices, that | Army, to which occasionally, but not uniformly, has been jada \ 
heir condition brought no sense of degradation to themselves, nor | bill prepared by the House Committee on Commerce known as the 
elicited sympathy from those who were reaping and appropriating | “river and harbor bill.” The House during the present se | 
the fruits of their villainy. One set of men in close confinement ; an- | declined to pass a bill making appropriations for rivers and harbor 
other set using the labors of the former, but not abashed nor dis- | believing in view of the appropriations made at the last sess for 


pirited, walking with heads erect, receiving the congratulations of | those purposes the public interests do 


io net require tor the present alr 


their fellows, while they carried to completeness the venal intents of | furtherappropriation. Butin addition to the elev 










the wretches who were sighing behind prison bars. What a con- | incident to the contest over the presidential election, expenses of cot 

trast ! | mittees of the House and Senate visiting the States of the South, t 
Proceed, as I feel assured you will, to the consummation of this po- | fees of vast numbers of witnesses called before committees from every 

litical ravishment. Elevate to the highest office a man who has been | section of the Union, the printing of great volumes of testimony and 








repudiated by the people; carry to fruition the most stupendous | innumerable reports, and the expense incident to the elector 


) { 


fraud that has ever amazedthe lovers of freedom and constitutional | mission, expenses outside of the ordinary expenditure of Gove 


Ma COMM 
government, but rest assured of one thing, you will not be permitted have occasioned the passage of two bills in addition to the eleven 
to go blameless. To an accountability strict as though the laws of regular appropriation bills, be for deficiencies the pres 
the Medes and Persians did judge your acts will the people hold you. | year, one for expenditure of the House and Senate for $139,254.95 and 
Public opinion, violated and outraged, is righteously incensed, and | the other for the pnblie printing, of $350,000 


priv 







with pitiless justice will hurl you from the power you have stolen. With this explanation, I present the following table showing the 
Do not flatter yourselves that when the people submit to this outrage | state of each of these bills from the time they were reported to 
they also give iftsanction. It is true that a most vital thrust has been | House by the Committee on Appropriations until their tinal passage 






made at republican institutions. It is not cowardice, however, that | and the amount finally appropriated by each, in comparison with th 
will move the people to submission ; it is only patience. Rich as | amount appropriated by each correspondin I] ion o 
have been the baptisms liberty has demanded, it is not improbable | the present Congress, except as to the Army appropriation b vhic] 
that she will demand still more. If her preservation can be secured | failed to pass. 





Summary of the reqular appropriation la 








nn —-—-—___——- ee 










As passed : As passed i“ ( ( 


; Date. | As reported. Date. House vate Sonat, 









Amount 


sae adie 7 | $28,533,500 00 | Dec. — .| $22, 533,500 00 | Dee. 20.) $28,533 500 0 Jan 










Post-Office --| Dee. 15 
Fortifications .....} Dec. 1 


9 32, 983,625 00 | Dee. 16) 32,221,618 0 KF 
$ 250, 000 00 | De« 19 2 






























Consularand dip- | Dee. 19} 1,137,085 00 | Jan. 11 1, 137,085 00 | Jan. 19 1, 138, 097 5 Feb, 2¢ 1,04 
lomatic { 1877 

i islative a Jan. 19 14, 266,655 50 | Feb. 13 14, 523,925 50 Fe 4 lf 11,9°6 #9 | M 

Military Academy.| Jan. 4 265,161 00 | Jan. 11 265, 161 Of Ja Q00 ) Ma j 

J Oe ia | Jan. 17 4, 442,699 12} Jan. 27 4,439,499 12 | Feb ~ 154,935 69 | Ma 4 i f ’ 

Deticiency ; Feb. 1 1, 427,197 28 | Feb. 9 1, 246, 377 58 | Feb. 22 3, 315,054 42 | Mar. 3 I 

River and harbor aoe aos ; se 

Naval.............| Feb. 7] 12,492,952 40 | Feb. 1.] 12,497,952 40 | Feb. 23.| 17,049,452 40 | Mar { 

Sundry civil ......] Feb. 21 14,948,595 46 | Feb. 28 15, 446, 807 M 2 12, 968,947 77 | Mar 1 1 

RON circinis Sep ves | Feb. 24] 21,993,749 00 | Mar. 2| 21,993,749 00 | Mar. 3} 26,188, #70 50 

House deficiency..| Jan. 4 54,279 11 | Jan 5} 04, “79 11 Jar ll l 4 Ox 1 2 US ' 

Printing defi-| Feb. ¢ 350, 000 00 |...... a5 350. 000 00 . 350, 000 00 ) 0 
ciency | 

Miscellaneous ....|......... vicekhiaGdaee aint ation tiie : Seon f il4 


Total...... l scasssavch S88, 291, 400 G7 |......: 132, 960, 564 0¢ 152, 793, 195 15 117, 446, 434 #1 14%, 862,160 4 ) 
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ppropriations made by tl 


v the last 


I here present the table 
( erhibit of 
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Congress in comparison with those made 
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ieee earnestness 
It will be seen from this table that the 


appropriations made by 
Forty 


third Congress, first and second sessions, were in the agg 
92,.251,212.06, while the appropriations made by the present ( 

not inel 
tions for the second session, amount to S272. 
89.59; adding to this sum the Army appropriations on the ba 
the appropriations of last session, namely, $25,97,167.90, we have 
920,157.49, which would include all of the appropri 
required for the coming fiscal year and embrace every appropr 
necessary forthe administration of the Government; showing 
of the present against the last 
$64,326,054.57, being a reduction of $32,163,027.253 for each vear of 
Congress below the appropriations made for the two years by the 
ceding Congress, 

I may be told that at this session no appropriations have been n 
for river and harbor improvements. That is true, it 
that the lavish appropriations made on pretense of improving 
and harbors of late years have been a fruitful source of cori 
rhe sums appropriated for purely local improvements and fo 
benetit of individuals, for the pretended improvement of unl 
creeks and rivulets, and to give gentlemen advantages in po 
contests, have very greatly exceeded the sums appropriated for 
of general importance. While itis proper and within the scojx 
constitutional powers of Congress toappropriate money for works ¢ 
tional importance, improving the facilities for the general com 
the country, it is better that no such appropriations should bx 


all than that under their s 


rress, first and second sessions, nang the Army appro) 


in the 


aggregate 


sum of S2Us, 





iit 





Congress as the enormous s 





but 


IS also 


helter millions should be squand 
dual aggrandizement and in the fraudulent control of 

ts. During the war and for many years before the wa 
propriations for river and harbor improvements were made. 
the war, beginning with two millions a year, the lobby, by 
corrupt system of legislative log-rolling, soon ran the appropi 
up to $6,600,000, a large portion of which was the spoils of the 
half 


resul 


Of the tive millions appropriated last session less than one 


x ] ] 
The WisSt pole \ 


of the Chief of Engineers, has been expende: 
is, therefore, no possible excuse for appropriating any m 
The Army appropriation bill is alone to be taken 
account, the House Wisely defeated the other bill and re pu 
corrupt lobby that always gathers around it. 

Chen, sir, the fact remains that after making every approy 
required for the honest administration of the Government, and 
the House, in both sessions of this Congress, in a spirit of comjn 


SeSSION. 


made concession to the views of the Senate as to many mill 
dollars in the several Departments, the amount saved to the ‘I 
ury in these two years, in comparison with the appropr 


made during the two preceding years, is the sum of 
full appropriations for the Army, eren if 
taken into the account. The magnitude of this sum is seen 

we remember that the sum saved to the people in these two yea 


OA 20,04 


not reduced in numbers, 


|} equal to the entire annual expenses of the Government sevent 


It fi ] ible that all of the appropriations of the 
eluc ! \ ppropi i | in ed ap 
| i the ag ute e1r Various staves, as follow 
: 1,498 $7 
l 4 
t 1 195 15 
i 11 446,434 ©1 
1 14%, 862,160 48 
It ire t item t that if the Army } I 
i ed, eve prop ne the same ithat h 
ropriated for the present t yea umely, $25,9°7,167.20, 
iv ms by these | we L ha been §$143,433,- 
l ae | 7.77 less tha vas ap »» ed by the corre- 
sand for correspo ses in the first session of this 
( url s, being 1 current ar nses Of Governinent. 
Tr} ellaneous a s, including the appropriations 
private bills dui t] session of this Congress, were 
ri CTa il priations, such as the S1,500,000 
{ { ente il « i; $1,654,700 for an increased number of 
t ps to be « ) ed the Indian war; $200,000 for the Wash 
i M 1 ~ (0 tor military posts on the Yellowstone, and 
thie mad brite ‘ cellaneous appropriations, includi 
I ‘ ure this session than for many ye 
t meous appropriations for the two sessions of this Con 
Lar e reasons wove named, exceed the corresponding appro 
} tik made during the Fort hird Congress, as will appear in the 
ta hich Iw hereafter submit 
i | priate made by the regular ippropriation bills of the 
‘ were only $148,862,160.48, but the miscellaneous and pr 
bills creased ft im to S$154,551,039.62, being the entire ap 
{ tl ust se on, While the miscellaneous ippropria 
Sand private bi of thissession do not exceed S700 000, being in 
1 ma vances made (3464,058.13) by the southern claims com 
iy er the act of Ma §, IN71, so that the entire sum appro 
| df ill purposes duri t session by all bills, public and pri 
vate lis, b2s347.11, and if the Army bill had passed and had even 
i edt same sum that was appropriated last session, namely, 
~ 7,14 the appropriations made this session for all purposes 
dh been $144,115,515.01, as against $154,551,039.62 made at 
‘ Mt mya a i S179, 166,200.00 made at the preceding | 
yma, De the ession of the Fort y-third Congress. 
Dur the pre ential campaign of last year it was charged that 
1 ea reduc s made in the appropriations during the first 
m of this Congress were not bona fide reductions in the expend 
es of Government, but mere temporary partisan expedient and 
t t at this session the appropriations for deticiencies would run the 
rate sumup tothe formerappropriations. To show how ground 
is charge was, and because the appropriations nade by an en- 
t ( rt the on before and the other session atter the 
‘ essional election, is the fairest test of real increase or reduction 
f expenditure iad the following table prepared showing the 
Dy riation all purposes during the two sessions of the 
bon tl | Congress and the two sessions of the present Congress. 
It has been carefully prepared by a gentleman perfectly familiar with 
e appropriations formany years. I have examined it carefully and | 
\ eve it to be perfectly correct It is made from the official figures | 
respects except as to the miscellaneous appropriations of the 
nt session, and these have been carefully examined. I deem this 
tatement proper in view of the very great reduction shown in the 


vears ago. Many months have elapsed since thissystem of retr 
ment took effect, and it is now pertes tly safe to assert that this 1 
trenchment has not in the least degree embarrassed the public 

in any department of Government, but has positively promoted 
etticiency of the Departments and honesty in their administratio 
and it is equally safe to assert that large additional retrenchments 
will greatly promote the same valuable results. 

It will be seen by the table I have first submitted that the bills of 
the present session have made reductions on the appropriations ot 
the last session in every instance except for the Indian service, Navy, 
and sundry civil. There is a slight increase in the Indian appropria 
tions, growing out of the proposed surrender of the Black Hills cour 
try and the removal of the northern Sioux to the Upper Missouri. It 
was found that until some system can be adopted to reduce the lar 
body of unemployed officers in the Navy, a slight increase over t 
appropriations made by the last session was inevitable, unless 1 
uumber of vessels in commission could be reduced and the unsett! 
condition of affairs in Europe seemed to justify a considerable nay 
force in the Mediterranean. Theslight increase in the sundry civ 
bill grew out of the increased appropriations for the palatial and ex 
travagant buildings commenced years ago in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati, Chicago,and Saint Louis, and for the State, War, and Navy 
Departments in this city. There was no excuse for commencing most 
of these great buildings. It was a fraud upon the country to commence 
any of them upon the extravagant and protligate estimate of expen 
ture upon which they were commenced. The meretricious and la 


1 


| ish decorations of these buildings, so in contrast with the grand sin 


| early completion. 


| 
| 
priations made by the Forty third and 
ely, fo following purpose 
' 
| ‘ } ] fourth | 
Con as Coneress ] 
IS74-Le7 In76-Ls78 | 
| 
soo oO O00 ¢ S56. 067.000 00 | 
| e. | 137 7 715, 305 50 
0.452 0 62. 169. 844 00 | 
1 17-0 00 > 24.045 00 
1 i OO 76, 669 00 
1 11,206 51 ), $43, 821 41 
- 7,013 44 15, 746, 382 GO | 
11. -61 17 50 115. 000 00 
mid ( 26, 292. 107 80 
TT» 00 795 7, 167 90 
j 1 000 00 0, O00 OF 
654 1 oO 33, 431, 232 2k | 
’ 784, 543 32 § 6,329, 414 10 
362, R51. 212 OF 972, 637, 989 59 | 
Pl ’ n t ( an matter Act of 
j 
) nd wt of June 20, 1874 | 
‘ I th ¢ es 
sed from of lands belonging to | 
I } 


plicity of our public architecture in former years, and adding 1m 
mensely to their cost, insult the republican tastes of our people; but 
they are upon our hands, and a reasonable economy requires theit 
If the policy of this Congress is adhered to, this 
lavish source of expenditure will soon be at anend, No new building 
has been authorized. 

While in the three instances I have named there has been a moder 
ate increase of thejappropriations in comparison with those of last 
year, in every other branch of the appropriations large reductions 
have been made. 

In the closing hours of the last session it was predicted by gentle- 
men in this Hall and in the other end of the Capitol, and repeated on 
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every stump in the country, that the deticiencies appropriated 
session Would make up for the pretended retrenchment 
ion. We denied this, and the result shows the untrut 


e prediction. The deticiencies appropriated for tl 


than for any year since the war. ‘The appropriatiot 


during the last session of the Forty-third Congress and for the t| No department ever 
and present sessions of this Congress are as follows: ployés or the r..te of 
Imates an increase 
t session Forty-third Congress, deti n haces pai i ls . 
t session Forty-fourth Congress, deticiencies 7 nS 


nt session Forty-fourth Congress, deticiencic 


times resort 


Increase 


I must add that these appropriations made the last session and the 
present session grew out of the difficulty of stopping at once the per 
yicious practice so long indulged in of granting deticiene) appropri ‘ 

ons Without question ; but now, sir, with the full notice given to | ment ring the coming ft 

Departments, if Congress is true to the country, this vicious sys \ amined into tl 
1 of deficiencies, except in time of war, will cease. reduct from that 

In my comparisons of the appropriations of this session with those 
of former years I have assumed that the Army appropriations for the 
next fiscal year, when made, will be the same as the appropriation 
of the last session, namely, $25,087,167.90. The retrenchment I have 
shown cannot be affected by this bill when it shall pass, for it is in 
possible, unless war should intervene—and that no one can possil 

ntemplate—that the appropriations for the Army should exc 

itsum. It is based upon an Army of 25,000 men, while the bil 
it passed the House appropriated $21,993,749, and proposed to reduce | should be 
Army to 17,000 men, providing that all enlistments should cease 
until the Army was reduced to that number. Now, while I « 
issert that the bill, when it shall finally pass—for its failure 

ssion is now inevitable—will only appropriate the $21,993,749, 

a compromise between the two Houses will require mutual con 
ous, I can very safely assert that it will not appropriate more tha 
was appropriated last session. 

The bill as it passed the Senate restored the Army to its old mi 
ber, 25,000 men, and fixed the appropriations at $26,188,270.50, asl 


‘ 


crease on the appropriations of last session. The reduction 


Army is a measure from which the House cannot recede, 


be reduced to 17,000, but I am contident it will 
000, Patient as our people have been in view of 

of the Army to override the civil authority and control ¢ 

the interest of party, it is very clear that under no circun 
| the peopl peace ibly contemplate such a spect ac le 

Army of 17,000 men is all and more than is required for 

poses for which we require an Army, an organized force around 


to rally the volunteer forces—the true arm) republic 





public danger, and overawing the savage tribes in the West, | 


them upon their reservations and protecting the borders. 


tension of our railroad system into and through the Territo: 
tities a large reduction of our military. Seventeen thousand n 
more than will be legitimately employed; even during tl 
ndian war not one-half of the Army was employed west of f 
ssippi. It may be said that*oeccasionally and unfortunately 


1@ late 


foree is necessary to aid even in our cities the revenue oflicers 
times. In my judgment, the civil power is and always has been s 
cient for this purpose. I shrink trom the theught that our peopl 
are to become accustomed to the employment of the milit ivy powel 
the civil affairs of Government; buteven if this argument were 
L oe od one, we have stationed eve ry where upon the eastern coast 

ll paid and neveremployed, the marine force, fifteen hundred sti 

larger force than has ever been employed since the war in suel 
service ; not a very martial corps, I admit, but sufticiently so 
civil employment. The Army can be reduced, and it ought 
duced. An army of volunteers, citizen soldiers, is the only 
should be tolerated in a republic. A people jealous of thei 
cannot contemplate with composure a standing army havil 
| loyment except watching the course of civil governme) 

As a nucleus for a volunteer army in case of public dan 
preserve peace upon our frontiers, and among the India 
men isenough and more than enough, and this heavy it ; 
167.90 ought to be and must be reduced. Iam very safe in sayi 
will not be increased whatever may be the te per of the next ¢ 
gress. 

I therefore, sir, feel perfectly safe in saying that when the A1 
appropriation bill shall pass, the appropriations for the next fis 
year will not exceed in all $144,115,515.01, and the aggregate app 
priations for all purposes of the two sessions of the present Cong 
will not exceed $293,525, 157.49 as against $362, 851,212.06 made durin 
the two sessions of the preceding Congress. 

rhis showing is encouraging and yet I feel more regret for 
we have failed to accomplish than satisfaction with what has bee: 
done. It is true that no one could hope to bring down the extray 
gant and reckless expenditures inspired by the irresponsible pet 
of the war, heavy inflation, and the struggles of a great party 
maintain its ascendency at once. Even earnest and honest men 
head of departments could not adapt their service immediate] 
frugal and simply necessary expenditure. The army of su 
aries cannot be disposed of at once. The great army of 
able in the field of partisan politics, and valuable nowbere « 
for the time hold their own against men simply competent f 


em ole 
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Nhe Electoral Vote of Louisiana Let me read from a speech made upon the floor of t 
: ! charged it this commisson is i nd to b ul 
SPEECH OF HON, REZIN A. DE BOLT, | « ther, and who must call in an umpire by lot, and that t 
this be tru neve vas a tact so humil x to the Republic « ’ 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ws inaugurated. Ortho membersof our National Ass ‘ 
l ed for the gravest judicial duty ever im lupon m he eor 
‘ n 1 can there be found 1b all this Sodom not one to 
February 20, 1877, other mandate but that of party } , Pe 
On t ecision of the electoral sion in relation to the electoral vote of the | Light beats seven is the answer. 
| ; shat : : 7 
iana } ‘The gentleman especially repudiates the imputation that t] 
Mr. DE BOLI Mr. Speaker. I rave IV ¥ ce for the electoral bil] cial ermine wilt be soiled by be ing brought to contact wi 
} 1 { that tte nesnhon ‘e A ts 3 ae aceable acln- | Taesh is involved in this case. 
f r preside ld Py = . its disc sion Avain I quote from his speech : 
y Was in a feverish state of excitement; anxiety and alarm But T especially repudiate this imputation when it hos 
lthe 1 lof the people: bu ess was depressed: your work : erage te Pieaeget oe from tae Supreme S 
I i . I ot “ trom ¢ | eabopini S¢ andt 4 
ere i rt unl destitution wer e, the bill secks to place in ¢ pullibrin all inel 
1) 1 sé f work or bread. Many of the leading lin my judgement be overweighted a hundred-f is pr 
triotic me ! yall classes, irrespective of party, in | 11 aon ce Raion ae 2 — — en ee Satan el ; 
Se of the count issenibled int rvarious commuiuniti 3, Sian Niaxh wn howe in Wik any 3) pabl of he judicial far 
d t most for e terms gave evidence of their alarm and ex the presence of th rbing elements of partisan desire for power 
eat ine I ul demanded of their Repre to the greatest cause ever brought into judgment 
' es t e it their support I illay this anxiety, to ins “Not one to obey any other mandate but that of party.” Not 
peace a { ness in the ¢ I objections to the bill were waived to preserve the dignity, honor, and weight of thei judicial « 
’ ould not « ‘ vise have ielded. before their countrymen and before posterity.” 
‘ t ‘ ere ‘ \ who beli d that civil war was inm- Now, sir; what is the result of this doctrine? Willit encom 
nie ‘ ‘ ulopted hereby it could be | honesty and fairness in elections? No, sir. Let it be underst 
I blow Toe l lrely Tollow, Ihis feeling was in that this is to be the rule hereafter, and little attention need le 1 
t ‘ the concentration of troops aud warlike preparations in | as to how the people vote, for whom they vote, or what the majoi 
ul rte may be; but the effort will be to buy up the returning board 
| to here y wick | ‘throughout the | fluence them by any means, fair or foul, it matters not how, on ) 
‘ racy ed to y hazard; | we obtain the certificate, we are safe, for it is now settled that fraud 
I dleve © are for nit that this feel- | cannot be inquired into. Shame on such a proposition; it is no 
‘ out f Q dto support the | cannot be the law, and the man, party, or country that indorses 
ecu ‘ elieved tha me members of the commis- | will be held in scorn and contempt by the civilized world. 
ie ere partisan feel fr, mere partly ties 
‘ Luponp ret) legal grounds 
, ected and were ready to excuse partizan action —_—_—— 
vart of the bers take from the p eet pee oe | 
Govert h miliation and shame that they | The Electoral Vote of Louisiana. 
ol em ‘ taken from the judiciary, the Su- | Peer nee 
CC of the | i States, that exalted position, that ought cane . . - Sa 
men above and beyond the motive that might prompt the | SPEECH OF HON. C. W. MILLIKEN, 
of the asp Lae cian Phe country looked to them for 
} ect st fraud, outrage, forgery, and perjury ; to them they | OF KENTUCKY. 
trot evel st'¢ nwith | ving eye and hearts filled with a . be ss fs Sai il i ae 
ip an aiad e would be done though the heavens | IN tHE HovUsE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i ; ps 3 F February 29, 1877, 
Hlow | t! hope been realized, this confidence sustained? Eight | : 
‘ 4 the re lrace the proceeding of this commission from | On th decision of the electoral commissign in relation to the electoral vote of th 
el ind those numbers ris before you like Banquo’s ees anes 
tia ‘will notdo at the bidding. sven on the trivial que Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Speaker, in the short period allowed me I 
ding fora few minutes the time of counsel to discuss a | can but give an idea of my views upon this great question involy 
1 roof the eatest magnitude ever presented to the Ameriean peo- | the election of a President of the United States. When the bill 
| ‘ mie rures appeal 1'¢ rhaps thei appearance in so smnall a | pre sented to the two Houses for their consideration and adoption ol 
ean be explained when we understand that this liftle favor, | rejection, I confess that serious apprehensions crowded themselv: 
{ urtesy, Was asked by democratic counsel. If they could | upon my mind as to what was the true line of duty to be pursued | 
bove tl ere partisan in a matter comparatively so unim- | mein casting my vote. Itwas my earnest desire that a peaceful solu 
tells iot that they did not besmirch their judicial robes | tion of what seemed at that time to be a question freighted with thi 
the 1 | deep down in the cess-pool of party politics. most fearful consequences should be attained if possible. To reach 
\ ‘ rtal eight may live and be held in high esteem by | my duty satisfactorily to myself [sought all the means of informat 
i ulininistration forced upon us through the most damning [frauds | in my reach, and gave them all the powers of thought and delibera- 
y ever perpetrated upon a free people; but methinks that | tion I could command. And while I sought really and earnestly to 
\ rthrongh lite they hear that combination of figures men- | give the bill the sanction of my support, I found it impossible to do 
tl vill turn quickly and involuntarily to see if the blow is | so upon purely constitutional grounds. I was then and am now unable 
ed sy their action they have legalized fraud and | to discover where the authority is found in the Constitution or an) 
« it respectable | part of it authorizing Congress to bring to its assistance or add to i 
Ifa of money, however small, had beer involved, instead | numbers other persons than its own members to ascertain or count 
fil cess or defeat of a political party, with fiauad charged upon | the true and lawfully elected clectors of the several States. 
b e, denied upon the other, and an offer to prove the same ro my mind, the Senate and House of Representatives, in joint ses 
made, does y lin ran suppose that the immortal eight | sion assembled, have the power, and the duty devolves upon them, 
e listened to argument for three long, weary days in order | and them alone, to count the vote. A power conferred or a dut 
etermine whether o t the evidence should be received ? Ihe y obligatory upon Congress to be performed by it, as I construe the 
a vered, Ni Away with your argument! The doc- | twelfth amendment, does not carry with it the correlative powe1 
is been settled so far back that the mind of man runneth not | or obligations to give to another those conferred or obligatory pow 
» t ) iry that frand vitiates every travsaction into which it | ers. But without attempting to give my reasons for opposing t 
‘ B ron your witnesses; we will hear the testimeny.” But | measure upon constitutional grounds, for I have not time, the polic 
‘ © Chief Executive of the nation is counted in through fraud from my political stand-point, was most objectionable. 
d alterations of returns; when the electoral vote of a State has been To me it appeared that the commission would be composed, of 
utely stolen by political thieves; when five and forty millions of | cessity, of a majority of republicans. The commissioners selected by 
people are about to be robbed of the man of their choice, these judges | the two Houses, in political complexion, were equal, and those desiz 





tell us they cannot hear testimony in regard toit. Whata monstrous | nated by the bill of the Supreme Court stood two and two, the tifth, 








proposition! | and odd one of the same body, to be selected by these four, In this 
Mr. Speaker, we had reason to hope for something better from the | selection it occurred to me that he, the fifth one, would, as a matte 

honorable gentlemen from this House, and also from the other end of | of course, have to be a republican or no choice would be made. And 

{ Capitol, who were members of that commission, They gave us | therefore, asa matter of policy alone, I would have opposed the bil 
“lw ls of cheer, of ura 1 t, ay, almost solemn pledges | for 1 am not of those who believe that human nature can divest its 





‘ uinission | of its prejudices, biases, and partialities. A man on the Supre: 
wou k the partisan in patriot; they would rise above | Bench is still human nature, however exalted may be that positio 
rty ties and ide as | 1 judd Standing within the sound of the crack of the whip of the leaders 


the ¢ 
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| officials of his party, as we ll as within the reach of 
| 


varty, [did not believe that that fifth mar 
stand the party pressure that would be brought to bear 
supreme judge though he be. 
But, sir, I have no word of censure for those who say 
tier with me in casting their votes on this question. I lx 
ted in the matter with the purest and best motives. I be! 
vy believed at the time they cast their votes that this comn 


ils of that 


\ 


ild go down into the débris of the corruptions, villainies, 
ds that had been perpetrated in the elections in each and ; 
ese States, and extricate truth, justice, right, and honesty 
me them, and bring it unstained and untarnished before the 
wes, thatequity between man and man, party and party, and Stat 
| State might be meted out to every citizen of this Union. 
But this had been denied and refused, and those who hoped for the 
ity of the ballot-box have been willfully and deliberately deceived. 
»sable mantle worn by some at least is a fit emblem of the 
nee it covers; and whatever may be the opinion of some as 
heir course in this great and vital matter, posterity will learn from 
history that this is the darkest day of the American judiciary, no l ( these 
| the rains of a thousand years wash the stain away. wre lidl 1 ipprove 
And, sir, one of the most remarkable features developed in all me bill tha 
3 discussion, and the action of the republican members of the com horoughly and hone 
ssion is their sudden conversion to, and advocacy of, the doctrine of ties 
ite rights. So tenacious are they at this time, and in this particular pared t bill and 
s, to the doctrine of State rights that they have wholly forgot- yma ion, and upon ev 
i and ignored the rights of the people in the several States. I, sir, vhicl | were chose 
nas thoroughly satisfied of the reserved rights of the States an niro Vv Yor Mr. HEWITT, ] 
e recognition of those rights by our fathers who framed ane t 
ulopted the Constitution of the United States as Iam of the exist 
» of the great God of the universe. And I believe in their abso 
ite sovereignty in all things not reserved by the people or granted 
to the Federal Government by the Constitution of the United States as it und its pl 
But, sir, with the firm conviction of these opinions, I am not p itted t out the trut 
pared to believe or assent to the doctrine that the corporal existence | 0 i in accordance 1 
f a State is superior and above the vital existence of the pe ‘in ist unfettered by 
heir aggregate capacity constituting the living, tangib] ; nce ved, shameft 


e State or corporate body. Such an idea cari 


Lh @ ie 


l 
} 


power of a few villainous and corrupt officials rep 
to defeat the expressed will of the people of 
ect of government itself. 

Sir, in conclusion, I beg men of all parties 

in stand-points and look these issues squarely in t] 
lift justice, truth, 
cess-pool of infamy, corruption, and frand, tt 
id the purity of the baliot-box may be preset 
to posterity as pure as it was delivered to us. 
actions will go to posterity and perhaps followed—as we 
do—as a prec edent to be repeated rather than as an exper 
adopted if right or rejected if wrong. 

In framing the Federal Government the’States and the 

nt the powers oi 

ie ways and means of electing a Chief Magistrate to presi in | Ston one y 
hat capacity over all the States. The Federal Government in i ommMisslonel 
demands of the States that they shall appoint electors in t] party? 

iy for the election of this Chief Magistrate Wien the | | 
Government conferred this power upon the States and 
the appointment of electors, is it not the height of fallacious rea 
ing to suppose that if gave this authority so thoroughly and a} 
lntely that no power was left it to protect itself from traud ? 
Government is powerless to prevent fraud in the election of 
cers, then indeed is it a failure and a farce. 

If fraud and corruption shall rise superior to truth and jus 
I will not despair, but put my faith in the goodness and purity of ¢ 
to deliver us from these evil times 

While I voted against the bill creating this commission, and whi 
I believe it to bea fraud and aswindle, having gotton into the snat 
Lintend in good faith to stand by the result, leaving the future t 
right the wrongs we now suffer. 


ur backs upon fraud, and 


1 
rE 


Pennsylvania's Vote—The Electoral Commission. 


SPEECH OF HON. JAMES H. HOPKINS, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


February 26, 1277, 
On the objections to the vote of one of the presidential electors of Pen 


Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, the popular voice of Pennsylvat 


declared in favor of Governmr Hayes. Deeply as I regret that 
I would be unwilling to stifle that voice in any degree except 


‘ 
the clear and imperative mandate of the Constitution. I know 1 
our opponents have set examples which would justify us in reso 






































I ul i But w i becam i 

\ , i < ‘ 30) t positi under it, ¢ her to 

‘ ila ey ¢ edabs ely void; or to perve i law which 
d ‘ to execute They had hurried before the peopl 

lers a ‘ of ‘ umous returning board of 
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ed tothe eco SS it iad e jud nent give thereon.” Vith 
I lready formed Ls ctions publicly declared, they swore 
t i ! If tapar tothe Louisiana frauds, these men 
e fu ‘ nizant of them And we may well stand iazed at 
| on py positions from which most men, under like 
‘ wee we 1 have sh iK W h an honest fear of even ui 
_ by i 
M wy e) the « mt Fraud a d 
ind perjury ha great nation, 
} t cele rater with 0 uch 
’ pl es helpless and majestic, 
lve he Sas 3 ] bleeding and 
while “ ballot-stuffers,” knavish returning boards, and a 
810 smile complacent ly Phe witnesses are 
i ‘ moring to prove the stupendous crime: but it is 
oO t 1 ‘ ed be no sat d 
\ man Vv ul a es to seize upon the state! 
wr ’ ¥ 7 nn . y . 
ELECTION IN NORTHERN CITIES. 
J f ( »d e All l Frauds the Citic 
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nstri 

und prints n the books delivered to tl me ors They are fou 
mony of Mr. Davenport. The same care was pursued in the cities adja 
York There never on where such thorough preliminary i 

is required or had as to the registration or as to the ballots, or the poll 
‘ k-books, certificates, statements, and returns by the State and othe 
No ference was allowed so as to defraud the honest voter of his 1 

la instances, and no fraudulent votes were given ¢ pt on ve ‘ 





Lt ILS OF THE SYSTEM 
I instruct 3 referred to went down tothe remotest and smallest det 
supervisor himself hadthe 1 
had not moved within two yei i 
voters and checked them as correct in alls 
of those who had registered in the preced 


es bet him of men who had before vote 





all about every one of 


After deducting the 
rs, and who had move 










1-72, he eliminated with the aid of the list f time, 90,000 names f 
istry of 1 0. This examingjion satistied the committee that the propo 
people who do not move between an election of one year and the election of 1 

ibout S00 » percent. Many of those, it will be remembered, do not move 
t eleetion district, but simply change their residence from a given hot 





causing a strict and vigilant examination to be made as to the names of t 





were on the registry, another list was made and handed tothe Federal suy 
These men were men of intelligenc required to be so by law, and b I 
than deputy marshals for a work of such importance and delicacy his wor 





done a second time, by men who went from house to house with the lists 





a voter, his residence, and other matters, so as to identify him and 
n the names of those who could not be il were marked rl 
then compared by the supervisor Sometimes these reports ha 





erent men. These precautions were taken, it is said, so astoa 
of warrants on the simple statement of any one that the party d 
reside at a house where he had sworn he did reside. When all the reports : 














i 
that the man did not live at the place, it was then considered a prima facie cas¢ 
arrests were ordered For certain reasons p ylicemen are not always the best a 
to make such inquiries, In certain districts he does not get correct ans 3 
persons fear that he bas a warrant and are cautious A deputy marshal 
badge isin the same predicament. The internal-revenue oflicer is looked 
with still more suspicion. The letter-carriers, however, are used with bett 
fect, so as to ascertain, even to the very tops of tenement buildings, w) 
such and such aman resided where he professed to reside. Letters were addre 
to all persons who were suspected. These letter-carriers are bound by law to 


» back of the envelope why tl 


letter is not delivered, either that the 


noved, or cannot be found, or never resided at the plac 





las re 



























PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT HONEST VOTERS FROM LOSING THEIR VOTES 












































The United States commissioner, along with the mayor of the city, and 

nt of the board of police, General Smitl a meeting to allay any ex 
occasioned by rumors which always precede an election Che Unite ate 

il, district attorney, and the counsel of the corporationof New Yorl re 
I They were men of various politics. They came to an agreement, whicl 
igned, so as to execute the law without straining 0 as to adjudicate 
out ritation or impediment, the questions which might arise during the 
election Chroughout the whole length of New York, sixteen and a quart 
arrangements were made to prevent bringing men any distance from their hor 
tie we The commissioners were str ited over the,city, an 
eal until after the polls closed cases were taken before them, ar 
ation given by them as to voting. Four lawyers were sel “i, General B 
Mr. Alderman Billings, Mr. Marbury, and Mr. Olney. They, too, wet 
divid is to politics, and the rule was adopted tha henever they found 
sonable and well-founded doubt as to a person | g a legal voter, the I 

t the benefit of the doubt » that he « e an oath under challeng 
have ay 1 to him by the inspectors the t ut W It was intended to 





Vy against fraudu 





ent votes, but tha, 


0 wiiZatvlol ‘ 


1 really cntitied to 
i with Mr. D 
| 


ecided suecess, and the result was, wha 





have any knowledge of this York election have concurred in contirmu 
there was comparatively no fraud, and the attempts made to repress it 
comed by both parties and carried out in good faith. 
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ONLY THIRTY Ast 
so that, as a comps ndious 
be said that out of 


required against th 


hom warrants were issued only three 
irested, but 


dred were 
he rascals are 
imes as fraudulently reg 
is | 


mistakes here 





allowed to vote 
Ol course 
nistakes of 
were 


as 


e thus advised that they 
1 list 


istered 

ral voters 
and there 
is to registering the 


remedied; and it wou 
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they were generally 
frightened and kept away by 
hundred 


voters themselves 
far as could be 

i) pursued by State and Federal oflicers responsib! 
rhe committee does not mean to justify the 
will be arrested 
who, apprehending arrest 
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cers of the courts 
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rhe committee 


bere 


r was the 
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There was a less 
has been before for years at any presidential election save 1x72, and t 
na little below that of this year 
urts to watch with vigilance 














IZATION FRAUDS 


little or 
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number 
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FEW 


was abundantly satisfied from the 
State and Federal, that 








IF ANY 


no fi 


persons n 
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many 


testimony of 
aud Was ¢ 
vturalized 














o hold the 


an 


names ot 


tl 
honest 
But in 


busy and critical, but at the same time liberal toward those who had aright 





nited States detec 


the co any attempts of 
ircely a mistake was made committer uld refer to t 
nents of witnesses as to the number naturalized in the tl ‘ 
In 1876 there were 10,832 naturalized in New York, wl iis 
{ about 1 400 less than any presidential year save Is72. This \ 
ts About the same tatio ocer t other courts. O1 
men were arrested for fraud turalization in the ¢ 
e judges were men of absolute integrity, and no man who knee 
w York bench as now organized, suspects for a moment that t 
lerable fraudulent practice 
CALCULATIONS ON POPULATION, VOTERS, REGIS I 




















Tnited States commissioner has confirmed th taten 
the committee has bet ferred to, that that . fair 
eve wwn in the city of New York. and his det strat 
efrag He begins with the year 1835 for bis « itior 
ui 43.091 voters The increase since then in the voting popul 
nt. From 1835 to 1845 it was 4.83; from 1815 to 1855 it was 4.1.9 
is 4.42; and from 1-65 to I875 it was 4.45, mak a total of 
years or 4 42 percent. per yeat The commissioner, taking 
lation of 1-25 and the increase per cent. shows @ p ithat wé 
t45, ( ! ate census return 3 N7—being er il 


years I M4 ] 
have 194,545 yet the vote cast was only 173,681, and the reg 


I 5 to 





aking the same 


er 





cent. from 1 


to 12875 ar 
»> to lXioa 





fraudulent 














I some degree of pride, and to repel state ts 
t rt only showed four thousan 
the first two days of the regist i 
isis in remarkable contrast wit t 
of less population and fewer ~ ~ 
0 reg ation 1 is Not only wast ft t % 
np greatly inexcess in the sma itv, but the I cautions takel New ¥ 
pest registration were so consummate and pure that New York s . 
vood deed in a naughty world,” compared with Philadelphia and other « 
ties farther South! 
ARRESTS, AND WHY 
ro proceed with the details of the New York plan: Then, after learning 
ticulars respecting the fraudulent persons, only two thousand doubtful case 
« left, and this out of a registry of 123,000. It seemed necessary, h t 
only about tifteen hundred warrants. The moment the man appeared t« 
iinst whose name the word warrant was written, he was challenged; b ‘ 
}that great number on the island of Manhattan, there were not more than thr 
isand who were found to ha moved before the tirst day of the regis na 
e » day Those names were stricken off without arrest It is unnecesary 
state in full all the precautions taken to guard against fraud at the various p t 
ire fully recounted in the testimony of Mr. Whitney, Mr. Bliss, Mr. Dave 
t. and the accomplished and dutiful ofticers of the adjacent cities, Messrs. Mu 
tand Allen, 

Of course the United States marshal had his deputies to execute the warrar 
ere Was one marshal for each election district. Extracts from the United S + 
ites were sent out in circulars, toge r With directions to supe sors a 
mity marshals More care could not have been taken, in the jus yment of t 

muiuttee, for the veritication of the registry and the purity of the eclectic 
A PATTERN FOR IMITATION 
rhe committee would commend to other portions of the country and t 
t reinarkable system, developed through the t t 
il authorities acting in harmony for an honest pu l po 
| in no era of time, where there has been an ex] $8) of | 
through the forms of law. has there ever been a more complete a 
of republican instit ms Whatever may hav » tl | 
t or conduct of elections in those «1 s, or howsoever they n con t 
sin the future, tl tion of 1X76 will stand 1 ‘ of it g 
honest endeavor, | forms just auth do for the prot 
the electoral franchise 
I m the moment the supervisors are appointed, from the moment that t 
yurged, from the moment that the applications are examined, t e ve ist 
n of the ar expression, this election shows the ca master f prude 
lu should be given 1 of both parties, and espe 
ywation counsel, Mr. Whitney nited States s rvis 
Mr. Commiss er Davenport had maps of every house and b ing in the « 
ips We corrected regularly every thirty days You cannot build a wing 
ir house, or ¢} ve its number, or add toits stories or roou wv char ! 
ter or quality of the dwelling, without its being re red by the sny 
thecdoubtful, or suspected, or bad houses are registered and known t 
esare madethat tact is brought tothe attention of the functiona n cl 
1¢ trust, and all trouble appeased and all wrong rectified 





IN NEW YORK, 

from these prudential mea 
tifteen hundred wart 
of those fifteen hund 

to the polls. Those t 

class which has a righ 
advertisement of t 

arrested, 90 per ¢ 

made in consequ 

residence, but thos: 


these harsh measures which may ¢eprive some of the franchise, the committee at 
decided in the opinion that the result is an astounding one where out of 13,000 1 
tered only about three hundred men were arrested, and only thirty of ther ‘ 
held. Mr. Davenport says that in the cases of many of the arrests * the fault wa 
th the inspector and supervisor, and not with the man himself, and this will 
show how heedful the examination was, that of all who were discharged I think 
were was hardly one man who could not have voted. There were some who I 
committed and did not vote; but I should say 90 per cent. of them were wed 
to vote.” Asin New York, soin Jersey City and Brooklyn, the commissioners we 
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I ‘ t oft stration in Philadelphia 
v of reg . 
i | Sta l ision thenew con 
t t iff nea ¢ t t 1 are Ww 
I ’ i6 registra mm and Cle 
to t ) of the ¢ titut n 
j i rat rt ‘ es sors to take the regis 
‘ I precin i first week of June of 
‘ d ut | 0 ‘ ah 1¢ tran tof the next preceding as 
‘ I 1 cl rco ty commissioners, and proceed to revise 
b t ‘ , use or dw in their respective divisions, and 
eful juiry as to any person w 4¢ name is on the list, whether or not 
or removed trom the divi wlif os to erase the same therefrom 
jualitied vote des t ein whose name is not on the list, and 
me tl t l to re Whether or not th» person so added 
l tel t 1 er tive \ mn 
I i ss0rs are presumed to be appointed or elected because of their knowledge 
f sin Ww ht I sare to be pr red, and, under the law 
f two hundred and tifty if they do 
fo I lex , y is to be subdivided : 
1 A tA N 
I the ition, ft fr ent, is to a great 
é ! f Lift p i ir duty faithfally 
i ‘ ) red t I but from the evi 
‘ t ott i f holding other ottices are elected 
t does seem that frequent I i have been selected for the 
| f1 exe I tra rather than trne and correct ones 
\ t elect iin l i it appea from the testimony, the registra 
t us f twent ive tothirty thousand excessive. Inthe cityof Philadelphia 
‘ | mof about ! lred thousand, the registration of last year was 
‘ 1 ) ithe city of New York, with a population nearly 50 per cent 
t tra wit t 123,000. It is observable that the number of votes 
‘ I } t ver last was about 47,000 less than the number of 
I ed 
iw SA ITH A I ( Ss 
I t é I i Phila » become more apparent 
riw i dof ! egis l were success 
n rot o ih at ad s And it Is 
{1 t over nD th names thus attac tin 
‘ eso at ed by det ratic peti ns Accordi to the evidence th 
‘ \ : ‘ et 4 returned were engaged for & month previous 
asses alo and but for want of time very man 
l i bv tricken off, ninety pet ms which had been re 
t i I n ‘ ‘ it tion by the courts 
0 mony of M I nas Fahy, one of the commissioners of 
t { I ‘ hia ® were eig two hun land eighty-two names 
wolutely f 1 the list, and twelve thousand or thirteen thousand marked 
\ der 4 under order ¢ he courts, they being in doubt as to whether to 
ared | I h them and strike them off absolutely, or to put a red cross 
ould iy that tl were dead, or removed from the 
f eclectic ind conseg t tf proper names to 
\ m t vo hundred and 
‘ Pp ! ul ra ! ‘ 1 i \ na 
et t t} isand mm V i ed 
‘ i iyvott ihaddoub as died ormoved trom the division in which 
\ 4 vwared. The evil of this matter, and the bad use to which this sys 
t put itl that names appearing ou the recistration-list could be used 
I of tion by repeaters lL personators almost without possibility of 
‘ ind the avstem of personating and repeating appears to be largely in 
at cit Under the | aman by merely giving a name appearing on 
t permitted to vote on ti produciion of his tax re ipt or on 
} e€2 t at e} + paid his taxe V hin two \ 3 Hence th Purpose f 
] roy cal 168 O list in order that they may be used by 
Charles Henry Jones, esq., atto y. corroborates entirely the 
Ir. I int urd ‘ wove ided to . 
I ence ws that in very ma instances there were large and excessive 
trat ts, in some cases having double the numb names that | ti 
to have | nt tered, and it cannot be accidental that in a ut 
rlican d ms the list was largel xcessive. It refore appears 
that t SSUSsSor nh very many instances, committed a preat 
n certifying nat to the cour commissioners which were not 
{ re sof their divisions, but under the law the assessors can 
| tect - s from detection, toa great degree, by leaving improper names, 
mo lor dead on their lists; thereby making a false registra 
yuld not dos ulding false or fictitious name but the first 
wert fraud it end as well or better than the last, because it 
ive the form of law [That the party in Philadelphia 
| of then col tion, has pursued thi thereby caus 
eand ul registration, on which to vote by repeaters or person 
i nu be but littl doub 
M \ EI rs To 1 RIFY 
! taken it apy that all the substazr ts to purify and 
nowere 1 i cle wratic part rneys of the 
1 miittes ndon t ha it equa r all obstacles 
| | ntt purga of ther tra 3 were interposed by the 
n In other words, it seemed to be ! attorneys of 
| to purge and purify the registr it seemed to 
! ect of the opposition to leave them as large as possibl 
\ ‘ tee would call particular attention tothe fact that the chief super 
‘ tic for the city of Philadelphia (a Federal officer) failed to do his duty 
that d not instruct the sup isors under him to canvass and purge the 
sts order to i who were bona fide citizens and voters, as was 
‘ f Ne trooklyn, and Jersey City And further, that he 
\ s that pay wonld not be sufficient to compensate them 
{ 1 perf ng their dut It seems to us that if proper effort had 
1 ym that direction an amount of money sufficient to have compensated 
1 f rdut coul been secured without difticult A large amount 
1 l to that purpo e city of New York. Why could it not have been 
Ri df ] } bas W 
It is established by the testimony that the-office holders and appointees, Federal 
Ss nlt pa P vlel 1 are from twelve thousand to fifteen thousand 
d that th ire al t ] publicans, every one of whom, a 
‘ t of M ted 1 holds his place for parti 
‘ lr a oo! e tothe management of political 
I ich « testimony of this 
vene! nd well-known citizen of that community and a republi 
‘ \ ! it long it custom in Philadelphia to 
{ t yes in t va is departr its of the city government 
I 1 ction, and he unhesitatingly asserted that the 
wed number of em appointed not only that their own votes might 
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were, controlled by those who 





e them their places, bnt 
i] number of votes r 
man has for some time been ardently « sted in the cause of m 


in that city, and some idea of th 


supposed to control acertain ald 
inicipal 
of it may be formed from a 
which be made in thesewords: (to be found in his testimony accompan 
report) 

Chings have not yet got quite bad enough for me. I should like to hav 
for a couple of months, and then we could have things right. 
be so bad as to produce a reaction 








Times would t 


AN HONEST VOTE WOULD HAVE GIVEN A DIFFERENT RESULT 

In conclusion your committee deem it proper to say that in the elect ] 
Philadelphia on the 7th of November last for Congressmen and presidenti 
ors, and especially in the registration preceding it, there were very great 
larities and numerous attempts to perpetrate fraud by the party in power 
for which the result would probably have been different; the remedy f 
in agreat degree, might be found in an amendment of the election and reg 
laws in that State 

For want of time the subcommittee did not gointo the investigation of fra 
detail at the last election in Philadelphia, but on the lth of January ad 
subject to the call of the chairman of the whole c« Lhe subx 
deem it due to themselves to say that this report has not bee 
and is now put in this imperfect manner, for the reas t 
cumulation of matter to be printed coming from the 
committees, it has been impossible to have the testim 


























| 
making this report the committee has been compelled to resort to the m : 
evidence, of which there is quite a large volume 
Ss. S. COX.O 
4. V. RICE 
A. M. WADDELL 
MINORITY REPORT. 
Report of the minority of the committee to investigate alleged election f 
the cities of New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City, and Philadelphia, at the Novi 
election in 1876. 
[he minority of the committe report to the House as follows 
Phe committee met at the Saint Nicholas Hotel, in the city of New Y 
18th day of December, 1876, in accordance with the following resolution of D 
ber LL, L876 
Mr. Cox moved that the rules be suspencle d, so as to enable him to submit 
the House to agree to, the following resolution, viz 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to procee 1 to the cities « 
York, Philadelphia, Brooklyn, and Jersey City, to examine into any allezed fi 
ulent registration and fraudulent voting for presidential electors and Rept n 
tives in Congress at the late election in each of said cities.’ 
* And the question being put, the rules were suspended (two-thirds voting in fay 


thereof) and the said resolution was agreed to.’ 
As soon as the committee organized, Mr. MacDOuGALL offered a resolution 
von the president of the Western Union Telegraph Company to furnis! 





a subpoena duces tecum, copies of all telegrams sent and received dur ’ 
tumn campaigh by Samuel J. Tilden, Abram S. Hewitt, Colonel W. TP 
John Morrissey, and John Kelly which might bear upon the elections in the 
of New York, Philadelphia, Jersey City, and Brookiyn 

Objection was made by the majority on the ground that the resolution 

hich the committee were appointed did not authorize them to send for pe 
and papers, the chairman (Mr. Cox) claiming that be copied the language ot 
resolution offered the same day inthe House by Mr. MacDOUGALL; wiereupon 


MacDouGaut produced his resolution, which is as follows : 














{From House Journal, December 11, 1876.] 


Mr. MacDOUGALL moved that the rules be suspended so as to enable him to su 
mit, and the House to agree to,t following resolution, viz : 

hesolved, That acommittee of nine be appointed to proceed to the cities of N 
York, Brooklyn, and Jersey City, to examine into the alleged fraudulent regi 
tion and fraudulent voting for presidential electors and Representatives in ¢ 

ress at the late election in each of said cities; also, a committee of five to pro 
to the State of Virginia to examine and report whether election frauds have b 
committed, or intimidation of voters used, in the second and fourth congressio 
districts of said State at the recent election for presidential electors and Repres: 
atives in Congress; also, a committee of nine to proceed to the State of Mis 
sippi to examine and report whether any frauds have been committed, or int 
dation of voters used, in the recent election for presidential electors and Rep 
sentatives in Congress: also, that a committee of tive be appointed to proceed to 
the city of Philadelphia, to examine into and report whether there was fraudul 
registration aml voting in said city previous to and at the recent election for pres 
dential clectors and Representatives in Congress; also, a committee of three to 
proceed to the State of Alabama to examine into an l report whether any intimida 
tion was used, or illegal votes cast, at the recent election for presidential el 

















and Representatives in Conzress in the fourth congressional district of said Sta 
and that each of soid committees have power to send for persons and papers, to 
jloy a stenographer, and be attended by a deputy sergeant-at-arms, and that th 
cone the privilege to report at any time. 

And the question being put 





Will the House agree to the motion to suspend the rules ? 
RE cikin. 4 shaGh ova ahia spike done ass ia 124 
It was docided in the negative, { Nays Srikcanica cea Sense: 
ie PE cone xeneue scesee cco ° ‘ 
(two-thirds not voting in favor thereof ) 





The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the members present, those w 
voted in the atlirmative are— 
Messrs. Charles H. Adams, Lucien L. Ainsworth, William B. Anderson, Jolin ( 

urby, George A. Bagley, John H. Bagley, jr., John H. Baker, William IL. B 
Latimer W. Ballou, Henry W. Blair, Nathan B. Bradley, Aylett H. Buc 
Horatio C. Burchard, John H. Burleigh, William P. Caldwell, Alexander Camp) 
Thomas J. Cason, Simeon B. Chittenden, Hiester Clymer, Omar D. Conger, Phi 
Cook, Samuel 8S. Cox, Lorenzo Crounse, Augustus W. Cutler, Chester B. Darra 
John M. Davy, Dudley C. Denison, Beverly B. Douglas, George LL. Durand, B 
jamin T. Eames, James L. Evans, William H. Felton, Jesse J. Finley, Greenbur 
L. Fort, Charles Foster, Chapman Freeman, William P. Frye, James A. Gariield 
John Goode, jr., John R. Goodin, Benjamin W. Harris, John T. Harris, Julian Ua 
ridge, William Hartzell, Henry H. Hathorn, George F. Hoar, Williain S. Holm 
Charles E. Hooker, G re G. Hoskins, Andrew Humphreys, Morton C, Hunt 
John A. Hyman, William D. Kelley, Alanson M. Kimball, Franklin Landers, | 
W. Leavenworth, Scoit Lord, John K. Luttrell, John R. Lynch, Henry S. Maco 
Cc. D. MacDougall, George W. M ra Henry b&b. Metcalfe, Samuel F. Mill 
James Monroe, Charles HW. Morgan, William Matchler, Charles E. Nash, Lawr 

[. Neal, Nelson L. Norton, Charles O' Neill, John B. Packer, Horace F. Page, W1 
iam A. Phillips, Henry L. Pier Thomas ©. Piatt, Earley F. Poppleton, A 
Potter, David Rea, John Reilly, James B. Reilly, Charles B Roberts, Sobieski Ros 
Jeremiah M. Rask, Joln 8. Savage, Julius H. Soelye, C. LU Sinnickson, William | 
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it ‘ 
ot the close districts might bave changed the result 
fhe majorty tried to show that this was done out of 
y for the purpose of intlucncing the aldermanic electio 
i! colonization took place from one congressional district t 
that it would atlect the congressional as the aldermanic ‘ 
At the time the committee so arbitrarily adjourned in Ne 
December, the minority of the committee had the books an 
ttec-room at the Saint Nicholas Hotel to show that 250 votes had been color 
into one ward in Brooklyn, andthat they had removed from the 
t election. 


All such propositions were wholly disregarded by the majorit 
iim of the majority being to 
mmimitted 
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so far as the committee investi nm was p 
nuch tl as that in Brooklyn. Pe 
tuility, o ens \ > bad lived for years J 
sens voted at the diiferent polling-pla 
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that they came to the 
were never seen aiter election-day. 


loc 


LILY 


a few days before 
That many of these were proper 


the 


‘ 
ly 


ed, That the committee ask the House of Representatives to ¢ Ww 
m to send for persons and papers and to enforce subpanas d tecum 
Mir. WADDELL accepted the substitute, and it was adopted 
So far as known, the Llouse was never asked by the n vi » 80 empower t 
committee, and, allhough trequently asked by the minority to do so, no a n W 
ever taken Ou tie resolution 
fhe committee Commenced the investigation by the examination of witness 
relative to the election in the village of New Lots, or East t \ 4 hic 
ut of the third congressional district A crea nount of testimony was ta 
owing that men who were known to reside in Brooklyn had votedat th 4 
n w Lois. In one instance it was shown th twl t of houses we 
ted a few days betor the election and deserted the ¢ { that a large 
ber of men voted from this block. Itis but due tothe Repr ntal fro t 
ict to te that nothing was showntoin any wi ’ mi olt 
ansactions and not enough illegal voting was proven to al lect 
election 
\ registry-law in the towns adjacent to New Yor Brooklyn i Jersey ¢ 
would prevent much illegal voting. One witn | it at the s 
tion men were brought out trom Brooklyn in ws xls, al t r vote 
at tifty cents cach According to the opinion of the best ormede el ) 
as well as those who do not, take an active interest in p I i 5, t 
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S ons, A. Herr Smith, William H. Stanton, Horace B. Strait, William SS 
\ E. Stevenson, William H Stone, William H. H. Stowell, Jacob 
Martin 1. Townsend, John R. Tucker, Jolin Q. Tufts, Jacob 1 
con LL Van Vorhes, Robert B. Vance, Alfred M. Waddell, John TW 
\ Alexander S. Wallace John W. Wallace, Levi Warner, W 
VV n, Heary Watterson, G. Wiley Wells, John D. White, Richard H 
( e Willard, Andrew Williams, Alpheus S. Williams, Charles G 
um Bb. Williams. Benjamin A. Willis, Benjamin Wilson, James Wi u 
\\ jr.. L. D. Woodworth 
Those who voted in the negative are— 
Messrs. Thomas S. Ashe, John D.C. Atkins, Henry B. Banning, Richard P. Bl 
ames H. Blount, Andrew R. Boone, Taul Bradford, John Young Brown, Samu 
1). Burchard, George C. Cabs il, John H. Caldwell, Milton A. Candler, George W 
Cate, Bernard G. Caultield, John Bb. Clarke, John B. Clark, jr., Jacob P. Cowan 
] id B. Culberson, Joseph J. Davis, George G. Dibrell, Milton J. Durbam, Charles 
J. Faulkner, William H Forney, Benjamin J. Franklin, Benoni 5. Fuller, Lucie 
©. Gause, Randall L. Gibson, John M. Glover, Thomas M. Gunter, Andrew H 
on, John Hancock, Aug. A. thardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, Carter iH. Ha 
ssf Robert A, Hatcher, Eli J. Henkle, Frank Hereford, Goldsmith W. Hewitt 
I voin H. Hill, Eppa Hunton, Frank H. Hard, Edward ©. Kehr, J. Proetor 
: t, Lucius Q. C. Lamar, George M. Landers, Lafayette Lane, J. V. Le M 
\\ um M. Levy, Burwell Bb. Lewis, William P. Lynde, L. A. Mackey, Levi Maish 
William MeFarland, Charles W. Milliken, Roger Q. Mills, Hernando D. Money 
\\ um J. O'Brien, N. Holmes Odell, Henry Lb. Payne, Willi A iper, Joseph 
Powe John H. Reagan, Americus V. Rice, Haywood Y. | dle, Joun Robi 5 
William M Robbins, Alfred M. Scales, Gustave Schleicher, John G. Schumaker 
es Sheakley, Otho I. Singleton, Milton [. Southard, William A. J Sparks 
\ liam B. Spencer, William M. Springer, John K. ‘Tarbox, William Terry, J. \W 
eckmorton, John L. Vane Gilbert C. Walke William Wa Erastus Wells 
C. Whitthorne, James Williams, Jere N. Williams, William W. Wilshire 
ando Wood, Jesse J. Yeates, Casey Young 
Phose not voting are— 
Messrs. Josiah G. Abbott, Nathaniel P. Banks, Lyman K as, George M. Beebe 
S Bell, Jos. C.S. Blackburn, Archibald M. Bliss, John Bright, Wi im kt 
yw, Joseph G. Cannon, Natuan PT. Carr, Lucien B. Caswell, Chester W. Chapin 
\ G. Cochrane, Francis D. Collins, William W. Crapo, Lorenzo Danford, R u 
De Bolt, Samac! A. Dobbins, Mark H. Dunnell, John R. Eden, Albert G. Egbert 
Jobn dblis, Smith Ely, jr., Kdwin Flye, Eugene Hale, Robert Hamilton, Je 
William S. diaymoud, (harles Hays, George W. Hender Lhomas J 
esson, Abram S. Liewii Solomon L. tlosze, Janne H. tlopk John 1 
st Ja A. Hubbell, Steph A. Muribut., George A. Jenks, Frank J 4 
I LL. Jones, Charles LL. Joyee, Jobn A. Kasson, William S King, Elbridg 
( Lapham, William Lawrence, Janes W. Mebdiil, John A. McMahon, Edwin R 
a Wiliam KR. Morrison, Jep ba D. New, Addison Oliver, James Puesps, Jolin 
Philip Hiarvis M. Plaisted, Henry O. Pratt, William J. Purman, Joseph 
ey, Milton S Robinson, Miles Ross, Ezekiel S. Sampson, Milton Sayler, Robert 
alls, William E. Smith, Alex. UW. Stephens, Thomas Swann, brederi Hi. Leese 
Charles P. Lhompseu, Poilip F. Lhomas, Washington Townsend, Charles C. B 
Vaiker, Ansel IT. Watling, Elijah Was Winiam A. Wheeler, John O. Whit 
isc, Peter D. Wigginton, Scott Wike, William Woodburn 
So the rules were not suspended, and the resolution was not agreed to 
It wiil be observed that the resolution under which the committee acted fa 
the si us tiv one oliere it Lloase previeusly by Mr. MacD A 
ich as it omits any allusion iutunidation and traud in any of the South 
tes, and fails to empower them to seud for persons and papers 
Mr. WADDELL then presented the following 
Resvlved, Vhat inasmuch as the power Lo issue subpoena duce im Was not cor 
ferred by the tiouse of Re presentatives on this conimuittee, furtuer acliou on t 
matter be indetiinitely postponed.’ 
Mr. MACDOUGALL ottered the following as a substitute 
W hereas the original r. solution offered by Mr. Cox, under which t comm 
tee was appointed, tails tu empower the committee to send for persons and pap 
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votes cast at the last elect 


attempt to vote fraudulently, and that w 


was a frauduler 
1is election, and held ata 
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males over twemt 
dertwenty-one, 171 


vote in Noy 
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Mlal ye 


their repo 
hia becomes more apparent 
es rezistered were succes 
It is certainly strane 


such a bl fer as th 


mit when they were 


‘ ul the time when the list was revised, a px ‘ nearly four months 
Lit duty to so mark them Mr. Thomas Fahy, to whose evidence the majority of the committee refer 
ties, in order that a complete | certainly very unfortunate in his testimony, and no doubt the majority ot 


committee were misled by having omitted to examine other testimony. Faby t 


tiled charging that ul 


lection-day by challenging persons 





APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


iu 


very effort a 
he mayor 
labored arduously to secure 
ll ough thei 
Stat 1 r lections the san 
tee feel it is dt 0 the country to 


reised by the city ottic 


{ would have been much lessened and the democrat 


telection In that eity 
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commend to the city offic 


iladelphia in trying to secure to all 
closes that the same form of 
ht to be introduced in Philade throug 
ladelphia the fraud attempt vented 
evidence that during the g tion a member 
ommittee was arrested, having 


ned paper, such as was used in printir ax-recel] 


3 apperta 


in his possession 


payers of Philadelphia, 


and upon w 


MMOTITyY 
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also express very great sur 


the majority 


in the 


ir report as tot 


upervi 


Philadelphia, (a Federal officer,) whom they charge 
Lhe majority say 
r committee would call particular attention tothe fact that th 
ections for the city of Philadelphia (a Federal ¢ f | 
his, that he did not instruct the supervisors under him in 
recistration-lists in order to tind who were bona Jide tizens and voters 
is done in the cities of New York, Brooklyn, and Jerse And further 
it he instructed his supervisors thatthe pay would not be suthcient to 
ite them for time spent in performing their duty. It seems to us tl f proper 
rt had been made in that direction an amount of money sutlicient to have com 
d them for their duties could have been secured without difficulty \ large 
ount was devoted to that purpose in the city of New York. Why could it 
ured for Philadelphia as well 
Ihe minority have only to say that this is an extreme partisan statement 
ck shows that the chief supervisor took particular pains to see that 
held, and to so supervise the registration and election as to prev 
frauds upon the ballot-boxes. He is regarded by the citizens of Philadel 
pective of party, as a gentleman of culture, integrity, and ability Wi 
rrives thatin Philadelphia the politicians become so skillful in the 
iwlulent practices upon the ballot-boxes as is now and has been the case 
y of New York, the minority think the same system which is now ed 
enport in preventing attempted frauds in that city would of necessity | 
adopted to prevent like fraudulent practices in Philadelphia Phe 
f the opinion that the city of Philadelphia is to be « meratulated, as well 
mntry, that the Federal Government is not put to an expense 
00 to $70,000 in preparing books, hiring clerks, paying detectives, & 
ise in New York, tor the purpose of secaring a fair election to the } 
ot Philadelphia 
fhe majority of the committee also state that— 
“Itis established by the testimony thatthe office-holders and appointees, Federal 
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